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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


PRESIDENT    AND    FELLOWS 


CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


IN    CONVENTION, 


MAY,    1837: 


WITH  A  LIST  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


NEW  HAVEN: 

PRINTED    BY    B.    L.    HAMLEN. 
1837. 


At  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  held  at  Hartford,  May  lOth  and 
nth,  1837. 

The  President  took  the  chair ;  and  the  Secretary  exhibited  cer- 
tificates of  the  election  of  Fellows,  as  follows,  viz. 


Hartford  County. 

David  S.  Dodge,  M.  D. 
Sumner  Ives. 
Ralph  Carter. 
Henry  Holmes,  M.  D. 
Earl  Loomis. 

New  London  County. 

John  O.  Miner,  M.  D. 
Avery  Downer,  M.  D. 
James  Rogers. 
William  Hyde,  M.  D. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard,  M.  D. 

Windham  County. 

Andrew  Harris,  M.  D. 
Daniel  A.  Hovey. 
William  Witter,  M.  D. 
Orrin  Witter. 
John  II.  Simmons,  M.  D. 

Middlesex  County. 

Charles  Woodward. 
Thomas  Miner,  2d,  M.  D. 
Asa  M.  Holt,  M.  D. 


New  Haven  County. 

Reynold  Webb,  M.  D. 
Henry  Bronson,  M.  D. 
Josiah  M.  Colburn. 
Nathan  B.  Ives,  M.  D. 
John  H.  Kain,  M.  D. 

Fairfield  County. 

*Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  M.  D. 
Ezra  P.  Bennett,  M.  D. 
Elijah  B.  Middlebrook,  M.  D. 
Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D. 
John  Judson,  M.  D. 

Litchfield  County. 

Norman  Lyman,  M.  D. 
Josiah  G.  Beck  with,  M.  D. 
Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D. 
♦Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D. 
Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 

Tolland  County. 

Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D. 
William  H.  Richardson,  M.  D. 
*01iver  K.  Isham,  M.  D. 


The  President,  Thomas  Miner,  M.  D.,  delivered  an  Address. 

Dr.  Miner  having  declined  a  re-election  as  President,  the  officers 
for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected  as  follows,  viz. 

SILAS  FULLER,  M.  D.  President. 
ELIJAH  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D.   Vice  President. 
LUTHER  TICKNOR,  M.  D.   Treasurer. 
CHARLES  HOOKER,  M.  D.  Secretary. 


*  Absent  from  the  Convention. 


STANDING    COMMITTEES. 


Silas  Fuller,  M.  D.  ex  officio. 
Thomas  Miner,  M.  D. 
Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard,  M.  D. 
Earl  Swift,  M.  D. 
David  S.  Dodge,  M.  D. 

Joseph  Palmer,  M.  D. 
William  S.  Pierson,  M.  D. 
Andrew  Harris,  M.  D. 
Sturges  Bulklet, 
Isaac  Goodsell,  M.  D. 


Committee 
Examination. 


Committee  to 
nominate  Professors 

in  the 
Medical  Institution. 


M.D. 


Thomas  Hubbard 
Eli  Ives,  M.D. 
John  S.  Peters,  M.  D 
William  Buel,  M.D. 
Thomas  Miner,  M.  D. 


Committee  to 

nominate  Physician 

of  the  Retreat  for  the 

Insane. 


1.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  our  late 
President,  for  his  address  made  to  this  Convention,  and  that  the  ad- 
dress be  published  and  distributed  to  the  members  of  the  Society, 
and  to  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  citation  from  the  General  Assembly 
to  the  Medical  Society,  and  to  report  thereon.  Committee — Drs.  H. 
Holmes,  H.  Bronson,  D.  T.  Brainard,  R.  Blakeman,  A.  Harris,  J. 
G.  Beckwith,  C.  Woodward  and  A.  Talcott. 

Drs.  D.  S.  Dodge,  E.  P.  Bennett  and  N.  Lyman  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account,  and  to  report  such 
charges  as  are  not  collectible. 

The  report  made  by  this  committee  was  accepted ;  the  Treasurer's 
report  was  approved,  and  it  was  voted  to  strike  certain  accounts, 
deemed  not  collectible,  from  the  Treasurer's  book. 

A  communication  was  received  from  a  committee  of  the  Directors 
of  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  with  a  copy  of  a  memorial  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  petitioning  for  an  appropriation  to  provide  an  asylum 
for  the  insane  poor  in  this  state. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  communication  from  the  committee  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  be  referred  to  a  committee 


if  one  from  a  county.  Committee — Drs.  R.  Carter,  N.  B.  Ives, 
I.  O.  Miner,  J.  Judson,  O.  Witter,  L.  Ticknor,  C.  Woodward  and 
W.  H.  Richardson. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject  of  Honorary  Degrees,  Honorary  Membership,  and 
gratuitous  students.  Committee — Drs.  A.  Downer,  D.  S.  Dodge, 
R.  Webb,  E.  B.  Middlebrook,  J.  H.  Simmons,  G.  H.  St.  John,  T. 
Miner,  2d.  and  A.  Talcott. 

The  committee  on  the  third  resolution  having  reported,  it  was 

5.  Resolved,  That  this  convention  approve  of  the  object  of  the 
memorial  of  the  Directors  of  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  in  regard  to  the  indigent  insane  in  this  state. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine  an  ap- 
paratus for  fractured  limbs,  submitted  to  this  convention  by  Dr.  An- 
drew Harris  of  Canterbury.  Committee — Drs.  D.  T.  Brainard,  H. 
Bronson  and  J.  II.  Kain. 

The  committee  on  the  fourth  resolution  made  report. 

Drs.  James  Rogers,  of  Watcrford,  and  Charles  Woodward, 
of  Middletown,  were  recommended  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Yale  College,  as  candidates  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine. 

John  Stearns,  M.  D.  of  the  city  of  New  York,  formerly  Presi- 
dent of  the  Medical  Society  of  that  State,  was  elected  an  Honorary 
Member. 

The  students  recommended  by  the  several  county  meetings,  to 
attend  gratuitously  the  ensuing  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College,  are  Otis  D.  Goodrich,  New  Haven  ; 
Benjamin  F.  Smith,  New  London  ;  Hanford  N.  Bennett,  Fairfield  ; 
Ebenezer  B.  Allen,  Windham  ;  and  Ebenezer  C.  Smith,  Litchfield. 
The  three  vacancies  were  filled  by  designating  Sylvanus  Stuart,  Lu- 
cius N.  Beardsley  and  William  Call. 

Drs.  E.  Loomis  and  J.  G.  Beckwith  were  appointed  a  committee 
on  debentures. 

7.  Resolved,  That  an  extra  copy  of  the  Proceedings  be  sent  each 
year  to  the  several  clerks,  for  the  use  of  the  county  meetings. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revise  the  By- 
Laws  of  the  Society,  and  report  thereon  to  the  next  Convention. 
Committee — Drs.  E.  Middlebrook  and  C.  Hooker. 


9.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  tendered  to 
our  late  President,  Thomas  Miner,  M.  D.  for  the  upright  and  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  performed  the  duties  of  his  office. 

10.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Society  be  requested 
hereafter  to  favor  the  Society  with  an  address  at  each  annual  con- 
vention. 

The  committee  on  the  second  resolution  made  a  report,  recom- 
mending the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  meet  with  the  commit- 
tee of  the  General  Assembly  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal  of  the  8th 
section  of  the  "  Act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut  Medical  Socie- 
ty," and  to  express  the  views  of  the  Convention  that  the  proposed 
repeal  would  be  inexpedient:  and  farther  recommending  the  pro- 
curing of  copies  of  "  a  Report  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical 
Society,"  for  distribution,  as  embodying  the  views  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Medical  Society  on  this  subject. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  a  committee  appointed  accordingly, 
viz.  Drs.  S.  Fuller,  G.  Sumner,  A.  Brigham,  H.  Holmes  and  C. 
Woodward. 

11.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  authorize  the  procuring  of 
copies  of  the  "  Report  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society," 
sufficient  for  distribution  to  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly 
and  to  the  members  of  this  Society. 

Dr.  Archibald  Welch  read  a  dissertation  on  "  Scarlet  Fever." 

12.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  tendered  to 
Dr.  Welch  for  his  dissertation,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested  to  be 
placed  on  file. 

Drs.  N.  Lyman,  N.  B.  Ives  and  D.  T.  Brainard  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  nominate  a  dissertator  for  the  next  Convention.  This 
committee  nominated  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  of  New  London,  who 
was  appointed  accordingly. 

The  committee  on  the  sixth  resolution  made  a  report,  explaining 
some  of  the  advantages  of  Dr.  Harris's  apparatus  for  the  treatment 
of  fractures ;  and  in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  this  com- 
mittee it  was 

13.  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Andrew  Harris  be  requested  to  "ive  a 
dissertation  at  the  next  annual  convention,  on  the  treatment  of  frac- 
tures and  the  application  of  his  metallic  splints. 

At  the  request  of  the  Convention,  Dr.  Harris  briefly  explained  the 
application  of  the  apparatus  by  him  exhibited. 


14.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  given  to 
Dr.  Harris  for  the  exhibition  and  explanation  by  him  made  to  this 
Convention,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  make  such  arrangements 
that  practitioners  may  supply  themselves  with  his  splints. 

15.  Resolved,  That  a  tax  be  laid  of  one  dollar  on  each  member 
of  the  Society. 

The  committee  on  debentures  reported  a  bill,  which  was  accepted 
and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
Adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest, 

CHARLES  HOOKER,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS   OF   THE   SOCIETY. 


HOHOBARY    MEMBERS. 

*Felix  Pascalis, 

New  York. 

James  Jackson, 

Boston,  Mass. 

John  C.  Warren, 

a 

*Samuel  Latham  Mitchill, 

New  York. 

*David  Hosack, 

it 

*Wbight  Post, 

cc 

Benjamin  Silliman, 

New  Haven. 

George  M'Clellan, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*John  Mackie, 

Providence,  Pi.  I. 

Charles  Eldridge, 

East  Greenwich,  R. 

Theodric  Romeyn  Beck, 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

James  Thacher, 

Plymouth,  Mass. 

*Joseph  White, 

Cherry  Valley,  N.  '. 

William  P.  Dewees, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Edward  Delafield, 

New  York. 

John  Delamater, 

Utica,  N.  Y. 

Walter  Channing, 

Boston,  Mass. 

Jacob  Bigelow, 

cc 

Philip  Syng  Physick, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*Lewis  Heermann, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Daniel  Drake, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Henry  Mitchell, 

Nonvich,  N.  Y. 

Nathan  Ryno  Smith, 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Valentine  Mott, 

New  York. 

Samuel  White, 

Hudson,  N.  Y. 

Reuben  D.  Mussey, 

Hanover,  N.  H. 

William  Tully, 

New  Haven. 

Richmond  Brownell, 

Providence,  R.  I. 

William  Beaumont, 

U.  S.  Army. 

Samuel  Henry  Dickson, 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Samuel  Bayard  Woodward, 

Worcester,  Mass. 

John  Stearns, 

New  York. 

*Dead. 


ORDINARY     MEMBERS. 

The  names  of  those  members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  by  age  are  in  Italics: 
the  names  of  those  tcho  have  been  Presidents  of  the  Society  are  in  Capitals. 

HARTFORD    COUNTY. 


Silas  Fuller,  M.  D. 
Archibald  Welch,  M 

Hartford,  SILAS  FULLER,  Sylves- 
ter Welles,  Dwell  Morgan,  George 
Sumner,  John  L.  Comstock,  Milo  L. 
North,  Henry  Holmes,  Wm.  H.  Mor- 
gan, Amariah  Brigham,  Edward  P. 
Terry,  David  S.  Dodge,  George  O. 
Sumner,  John  D.  Russ,  Edward  Brace, 
James  Beresford,  Saml.  B.  Bereslord, 
Geo.  B.  Hawley,  Edward  Rowland. 

Weft  Hartford,  Henry  B.  Porter. 

Avon,  Allred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  Horatio  Gridley,  Sylvester 
Bnlkley. 

New  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  James 
Rowland. 

Bloomfield,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Bristol,  J.  W.  Pardee,  E.  T.  Merriman. 

Burlington,  Edward  Fields. 

Canton,  0.  B.  Freeman. 

Collinsvitle,  Benjamin  Weed. 

East  Hartford,  Pardon  Brownell. 

East  Windsor,  Eli/ahF.  /.'.■ .'  Mm  in- 
Gillet. 

Ketch  Mills,  Hiram  Watson. 

Warehouse  Point,  James  II.  Morton. 


Hartford,  Chairman. 

D.  Weihersfield,  Clerk. 

Enfield,  J.  P.  Converse,  Earl  Loouiis. 
Farmingtqn,  Asahel  Thompson,  E  W. 

Carrington,  Channeey  Brown. 
Glastenbury,  Ralph  Carter. 
South  Glastenbury,  Daniel  Holt. 
Eastbury,  Sabin  Slocking. 
Granby,  Jairus  Case. 
East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
West  Granby,  J.  D.  Wilcox. 
Hartland,  Josiah  C.  Banning. 
Wett  Hartland,  Wm.  H.  Huggins. 
Manchester,  Wm.  C.  Williams. 
Marlborough,  L.  W.  Mcintosh. 
Simsbury,  Augustus  R.  Case. 
Tariffville,  George  W.  SaDdford. 
Southington,  Julius  S.  Barnes. 
Suffielo,    Asaph   L.  Bissell,    Sumner 

Ives,  David  Phelps. 
We  iiif.rsfield,       Archibald      Welch, 

Erastus  F.  Cooke,  Ashbel  Robertson, 

Russell. 

Rocky  Hill,  Daniel  Fuller. 

Windsor,    Wm.  S.   Pierson,   Theodore 

Sill. 
Poqncmnock,  Elisha  G.  Marshall. 


NEW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 


Reynold  Werb,  M.  D.  Madison,  Chairman. 
E.  H.  Bishop,  M.D.  New  Haven,  Clerk. 


New  HiVEN,  John  Skinner,  THOMAS 
HUBBARD,  Eli  Ives,  Win.  Tally, 
Timotliv  P  Beets,  Jonathan  Knight, 
Samuel  I'uiulerson,  Virgil  M.  Dow, 
Alfred  S.  Rlonson,  John  H.  Kain, 
Charles  Hooker,  Josiah  F.  Hum,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  Ira  Li. 
Blakeman,  Wm.  T.  Peters,  Henry  A. 
Tomlinson,  Daniel  H.  Moore,  John 
B.  Robertson,  John  Augustus  Totten, 
M.  P.  Benedict,  John  L.  Sullivan, 
Sam'l  F.  (I'Uu  lie,  Nathan  C.  Baldwin, 
Thos.  Henry  Totten. 

Fait  linen.  Charles  S.  Thompson. 

W'tstville,  Phineas  T.  Miller. 

Branford,  W.  L.  Lay,  W.  O.  Loomis. 

Cheshire,  Junius  L.  Field,  Asa  J. 
Driggs. 

Derby,  Isaac  Jennings,  Abiram  Stod- 
dard, '2d. 


Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley. 

Huinphreysville,  Abirain Stoddard,  Shel- 
don C.  Johnson, Kendall. 

East  Haven,  Beta  Farnluun. 

Fair  Haven,  Lester  Keep. 

Guilford,  Anson  Foote,  Joel  Can  field, 
Elisha  Hutchinson. 

Hamden,  Channeey  B.  Foole. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 

Meriden,  Wyllys  Woodruff",  Arza  An- 
drews. 

Middlecury,  Jacob  Linsley. 

Mii.ford,  Andrew  French*  Hull  Allen, 
Joseph  Tomlinson. 

Nauoatuck,  John  D.  Mcars,  Lucien 
Spencer. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Ecaidsley. 

North  Haven,  Anson  Moody. 

Orange,  Josiah  M.  Colburn. 

Oxford,  Noah  Stone,  Thos.  A.  Dutton. 
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Prospect,  Aaron  Austin. 
Southbury,  Anthony  B.  Burrilt. 
South  Britain,  John  M.  Northrop. 
Wallingford,  Lyman  Parker,  Friend 
Cook,  Benjamin  F.  Harrison. 


Waterbury,  Edward  Field,  Joseph  Por- 
ter, Henry  Bronson,  David  Pritchard. 

Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 
Castle. 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 


John  O.  Miner,  M.  D.  Groton,  Chairman. 
Austin  F.  Perkins,  M.  D.   Watcrford,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Elisha  North,  Thomas 
Coil,  Archibald  Mercer,  Dyer  T. 
Brainard,  Nathan'l  S.  Perkins,  James 
Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porter. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  JOHN  R.  WATROUS, 
Ezekiel  Parsons,  Frederick  Morgan. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold,  William  W.  Miner. 

Jewctl  City,  Lucius  Tyler,  John  C.  Tib- 
betts. 

Groton,  John  O.  Miner,  Benjamin  F. 
Stoddard,  Joseph  Durfee. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Erastus  Os- 
good. 

Ledyard,  Robert  A.  Manwaring,( Gate's 
Ferry.) 

Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 


Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Richard  Noyes, 
J.  C.  M.  Brockway. 

Montvii.le,  Ephraim  Fellows,  Henry 
C.  Beardsley. 

North  Stonington,  Thos.  P.  Wattles. 

Norwich,  Philemon  Tracy,  John  Tur- 
ner, Richard  P.  Tracy,  Ralph  Farns- 
worth,  Worlhinglon  Hooker,  Elijah 
Dyer,  Joseph  Peabody,  Jeremiah  Pea- 
body. 

Yanlic, Phinney. 

Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 
Downing. 

Salem,  Warren  Morgan. 

Stonington,  William  Robinson,  Will- 
iam Hyde,  Mason  Manning,  George 
E.  Palmer,  William  Hyde,  jr. 

Waterford,  James  Rogeis, 

River  Head,  Austin  F.  Perkins, 


FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.  D.  Trumbull,  Chairmar, 
Sturces  Bulkley,  Monroe,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  

Ten  Broeclc. 
Greenfield,  Rufus  Elakeman. 
Soulhport,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bridgeport,  Samuel  Simons,  David  H. 

Nash,  Samuel  Beach. 
Brookfield,  Noah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L.  Will- 
iams, Edwin  Lacey. 
Danbury, Daniel  Comsloclc,  Russel  Bots- 

ford,  Alexander  Smith. 
Bethel,  E.  P.  Bennett. 
Darien,  Warren  Percival. 
Greenwich,  Barlow  F-  White,   Darius 

Mead. 
Huntington,  James  H,  Shelton. 
Monroe,   Sturges  Bulkley,    Salmon  H. 

Hall. 
•New  Canaan,   Samuel  S,  Noyes,  Lewis 

Richards. 


New  Fairfield,  Isaac  Knapp,   Samuel 

T.  Barnum. 
Newtown,  Gideon  Shcpard,  John  Jud- 

son,  Cyreneus  H.  Booth. 
Norwalk,    John  A.   McLean,    

Wheeler,  Bissell. 

Reading,  Charles  Gorham. 
Ridgefield,  Nehemiah  Perry. 
Sherman,  Daniel  W.  Norlhrup. 
Stamford,  Chauneey  Ayres. 
North  Stamford,  Nathaniel  D.  IJm'ghl. 
Stratford,  William  T.  Shelton,  John 

Goulding. 

Trumbull,  Elijah  Middlebrook,  Stephen 
Middlebrook,  George  Dyer  E  B 
Middlebrook. 

Weston,  Lloyd  Seeley,  James  Baldwin. 

Wf.stport,  George  Blackman. 

Wilton,  David  Willard,  Sylvester 
Mead, 
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WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


Andrew  Harris,  M.  D.  Canterbury,  Chairman. 
WiLLi.ni  Hutchins,  M.  D.  Brooklyn,  Ckrk. 


Ashford,  Jos.  Palmer,  David  Holmes, 
John  H.  Simmons,  William  S.  Pres- 
ton, Jos.  Palmer,  Jr. 

Brooklyn,  Thomas  Huntington,  Wm. 
Hutchins,  Benjamin  B.Spalding. 

Canterbury,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Andrew 
Harris,  Isaac  Clark,  Daniel  Morgan. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  William  A.  Brewster,  Dyer 
»    Hughes. 

Kn.r.iNGLY,  Penuel  Hutchins,  Justin 
Hammond,  Daniel  A.  Hovey,  Wm. 
Grosvenor,  David  E.  Hall,  Gideon  C. 
Segur. 

Plainfield,  Josiuh  Fuller,  Morey  Bur- 


gess, William  H.  Cogswell,  John  G. 
Pierce. 

Pomfret,  Darius  Hutchins,  Hiram  Holt, 
Virgil  M.  Palmer,  Francis  F.  Whea- 
ton. 

Sterling,  Wm.  H.  Campbell. 

Thompson,  Horatio  Holbrook,  Samuel 
Bowen, Hough. 

Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  Wm.  Webb, 
Win.  Witter,  Oliver  Kingsley,  Cal- 
vin B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy,  Asa  Wit- 
ter, Eleazer  Litchfield,  Milton  Brad- 
ford. 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 


Samuel  Buel,  M.  D.  Litchfield,  Chairman. 
Josiaii  G.  Beckwitii,  M.  D.  Litchfield,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  WILLIAM  BUEL,  Sam- 
uel Buel,  Alanson  Abbe,  Josiah  G. 

Beckwith. 
Milton,  Manly  Peters,  A.  S.  Lewis. 
South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 
North, [field,  D.  B.  W.  Camp. 
Barkhamsted,  Flavcl B.Graham,  Amos 

Beecher. 
Bethlem,  Loomis  North. 
Canaan,  Albert  A.  Wright, 
South  Canaan,  Lemuel  S.  Adams,  John 

A.  Gillett. 
Coi.EiinooK,  William  Carrington,  Geo. 

O.  Jarvis. 
Cornwall,   John    Calhoun,  Burritt   B. 

North. 
Goshen,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 
North  Goshen,  Horace  K.  Beach. 
Hauwinton,  Andrew  Abernelhy,  Gay- 

lord  Wells. 
Kent,  Wills  Beardsley,  William  Eiwin, 

Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  Calvin  Cooke,  Bena- 

dam  Knsson. 
Nsw  Mii.ford,  Jehiel  Williams,  Geo. 

Taylor,  Win.  B.  Lacey. 


Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 

Norfolk,  Benjamin  Welch,  Benjamin 
Welch,  Jr. 

Pi.YMin  tii,  William  Woodruff,  Samuel 
T.  Salisbury. 

Plymouth  Hollow,  Chester  J.  Carrington. 

Riixbi  ry,  Myron  Downs. 

Salisbury,  Luther  Ticknor. 

Chapinstille,  Ovid  Plumb. 

Furnoce  Village,  Henry  Fish,  William 
James  Barry. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Dcming. 

Ellstcorth,  Elmore  Everett. 

Torrinhton, 

Wokottrillc,  Erastus  Bancroft. 

Torrinzford,  E.  D.  Hudson. 

Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 

Washington,  Remus  M.  Fowler. 

-NVir  Preston,  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  Jeffer- 
son Stone,  Charles  Vail. 

Watertown,  R.  S.  Woodicard,  John 
Deforest. 

Winchester,  James  Welch. 

Woodbury,  Roswell  Abernethv, Charles 
H.  Webb,  A.  M.  Hexley.    ' 
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MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


Thomas  Miner,  M.  D.  Middletown,  Chairman. 
Ira  Hutchinson,  M.  D.  Haddam,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  THOMAS  MINER, 
Richard  Warner,  Thomas  Miner,  2d. 
Joseph  Barratt,  Charles  Woodward, 
David  Harrison,  Samuel  G.  South- 
mayd,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 

Chatham,  Charles  Smith,  F.  G.  Edger- 
ton. 

Chester,  George  H.  Abernethy. 

Durham.  Erasmus  D.  North. 


East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datos 
Williams,  Asa  L.  Spaulding. 

Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson,  B.  H.  Catlin. 

Killingworth,  Austin  Olcott,  Rufus 
Turner. 

Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 

Essex,  Alanson  H.  Hough,  F.  W.  Shep- 
ard. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


Jaeez  L.  White,  M.  D.  Bollon,  Chairman. 
Ahijah  Ladd,  M.  D.   Tolland,  Clerk. 


Tolland,    Ahijah    Ladd,     Oliver    K. 

Isham. 
Bolton,  Jabez  L.White,  Jr.  Orrin  Hunt, 

Samuel  D.  Carver,  Jonas  C.  Main. 
Columbia,  Warren  A.  Fuller. 
Coventry,   Nathan    Howard,    Eleazer 

Hunt,  Timothy  Dimock. 
Ellington,  Allyn  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 

White. 


Mansfield,  Earl  Swift,  Norman  Brig- 
ham,  Wm.  H.  Richardson. 

Stafford,  Joseph  C.Dow,  Joshua  Blod- 
get,  William  N.  Clark. 

Somers,  Horatio  A.  Hamilton,  Orson 
Wood. 

Union,  Ebenezer  Lindsey. 

Vernon,  Scottoway  Hinckley,  Alvan 
Talcott. 

Willington,  Aldeii  Skinner. 
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Hartford, 
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64 
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47 
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41 

2 

43 
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51 
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56 
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21 
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4 

26 
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ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen, — 

I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Medical  Convention  of  1832  ;  con- 
sequently, when  I  learned  the  result  of  your  proceedings,  I  was  taken 
by  surprise.  1  had  no  expectation  of  the  appointment  of  Vice  Presi- 
dent, no  one  having  previously  suggested  that  I  should  be  considered 
as  a  candidate,  any  more  than  I  had  of  being  promoted  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  Yale  College,  or  of  any  other  equally  important  institution. 
You  have  been  pleased  to  favor  me  with  your  suffrages  ever  since, 
and  when  my  very  respectable  predecessor  resigned  in  1834,  you 
very  courteously  appointed  me  to  take  his  place.  You  have  also 
obligingly  accepted  my  sincere,  though  very  imperfect,  endeavors 
to  perforin  the  duties  of  the  office  till  this  time.  With  the  greatest 
sincerity,  1  am  able  to  express  my  most  hearty  acknowledgments  for 
all  the  favors  and  indulgence  which  1  have  received.  I  ara  happy 
to  say,  that  during  this  intimate  connection  of  the  last  five  years,  I 
am  not  sensible  of  a  single  circumstance,  that  has  had  a  tendency  to 
injure  my  feelings,  with  respect  to  my  relation  to  the  Society  ;  and 
I  should  feel  much  grieved,  were  1  conscious  of  any  thing  on  my 
part  which  was  intentional,  that  had  a  tendency  to  make  an  unfavor- 
able impression,  as  to  my  conduct  or  motives.  From  the  indulgence 
which  you  have  so  uniformly  shown  me,  I  bave  no  reason  to  suspect 
any  thing  of  the  kind.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  1 
am  able  to  take  my  official  leave  of  you,  with  such  mutual  cordiality. 
You  will  be  so  good  as  to  consider  me  as  being  no  longer  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  President.  The  length  of  time  in  which  I  have 
served  in  this  capacity,  my  feeble  health,  the  superior  age  of  other 
gentlemen  who  are  much  better  fitted  for  the  place,  together  with 
various  considerations  which  it  would  be  needless  to  mention,  have 
contributed  to  bring  me  to  this  decision. 

During  the  brief  space  which  is  allotted  me  for  keeping  the  chair, 
and  before  proceeding  to  the  choice  of  a  successor,  I  must  ask  your 
indulgence  to  make  a  few  hasty  and  desultory  remarks. — It  is  hardly 
to  be  expected  that  the  junior  members  of  the  Medical  Society,  which 
has  been  organized  and  incorporated  about  forty  five  years,  can  be 
familiar  with  its  history,  or  without  considerable  enquiry,  can  be  able 
exactly  to  appreciate  most  of  the  reasons,  which  existed  at  the  time, 
for  its  formation.  It  is  with  great  satisfaction,  however,  that  I  find  two 
venerable  seniors  are  members  of  this  convention,  who  were  in  prac- 
tice for  some  years  before  the  organization  of  our  body,  and  are  liv- 
ing chronicles  of  the  medical  condition  of  this  State,  before  the  incor- 
poration of  our  Society,  and  of  the  more  important  events  connected 
with  it,  from  its  origin  to  the  present  day.     In  1792,  when  the  first 


legislative  act  was  passed  in  our  favor,  there  were  a  few  physicians 
of  high  eminence,  whose  talents  had  been  developed  by  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  other  events  of  the  day,  distributed  in  perhaps  every 
county  of  the  State.  In  most  of  the  towns,  however,  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  profession  were  at  a  very  low  ebb.  All  who  chose  to 
practice  were  legal  physicians,  however  indifferent  their  qualifica- 
tions. There  were  instances  of  men's  setting  themselves  up  for 
physicians,  who  had  not  pretended  to  study  more  than  three  months, 
and  some  of  them  had  scarcely  any  other  books  than  Buchan  and  a 
dispensatory.  If  possible,  Surgery  was  generally  in  a  worse  state. 
We  had  three  or  four  eminent  operators,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  probable 
that  there  were  scarcely  half  a  dozen  in  the  whole  commonwealth, 
who  were  prepared  to  meet  any  uncommon  case.  The  department 
of  Obstetrics  was  lower  still,  and  though  much  of  that  business  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  physicians,  yet  there  was  not  probably  a 
good  practitioner  to  a  county.  Chemistry,  Botany,  and  most  of  the 
auxiliary  branches  were  hardly  known  by  name,  and  had  received 
scarcely  any  attention  from  more  than  three  or  four  physicians  in 
the  State.  The  knowledge  of  morbid  Anatomy  was  equally  imper- 
fect. 

Further,  there  being  no  acknowledged  rules  of  medical  police, 
and  of  intercourse  as  respected  each  other,  many  of  the  physicians 
of  that  day  were  perfect  Ishmaelites,  constantly  at  variance  among 
themselves,  acting  without  concert,  and  feeling  very  little  sense  of 
the  dignity  as  well  as  the  importance  of  the  profession.  Even  sev- 
eral of  considerable  standing  did  not  blush  to  avow,  that  they  had 
their  secret  nostrums,  and  openly  to  resort  to  the  low  arts  of  modern 
quackery. 

This  state  of  things  called  loudly  for  reform  ;  and  it  was  obvious 
that  a  reform  could  not  be  effected  without  union  and  conceit  among 
the  physicians  themselves.  Nothing  great  and  extensively  good 
can  ever  be  done  in  the  world,  without  association,  combination, 
and  united  effort.  To  this  end,  if  the  good  is  to  be  permanent,  the 
associations  must  have  a  two-fold  bearing;  they  must  be  both  bene- 
ficial to  the  public,  and  to  themselves.  If  they  are  not  beneficial 
to  the  public,  in  free  governments  the  public  will  not  long  tolerate 
them  ;  and  if  they  are  not  beneficial  to  the  associations,  the  members 
will  not  long  be  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  meeting.  There  is 
not,  therefore,  the  slightest  clashing  between  the  public  and  all  proper 
organized  societies.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  promote  their  mutual 
interest  in  any  other  way  than  by  such  organizations.  These  asso- 
ciations form  one  of  the  most  prominent  distinctions  between  civili- 
zation and  barbarism,  and  no  extensive  improvement  can  be  diffused 
without  such  institutions.  It  would  be  difficult  to  name  any  associ- 
ation of  tills  State,  or  in  any  other  civilized  community,  that  has 
better  answered  its  end  of  promoting  the  good  of  the  public,  and  of 
its  members,  than  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut. 


Previous  to  1792,  the  physicians  of  the  county  of  New  Haven 
had  for  many  years  been  associated,  and  demonstrated  the  happy 
effects  of  mutual  instruction,  union,  and  friendly  intercourse.  The 
result  was,  that  in  that  county  there  were  probably  many  more  able 
physicians  than  in  any  other,  perhaps  in  all  others,  of  the  State. 
They  early  published  a  very  respectable  number  of  their  transac- 
tions, which  was  not  only  read  with  avidity  at  home,  but  was  received 
with  high  approbation  in  France  and  England.  Here  for  a  long  time 
had  been  our  best  instructors,  and  among  them  probably  Dr.  Jared 
Potter,  of  Wallingford,  was  the  most  popular  medical  teacher  of  that 
day,  having  students  resort  to  him  from  various  parts  of  the  State. 

Dr.  Potter  was  the  last  student  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Elliot,  a  cler- 
gyman, philosopher  and  physician,  who  is  justly  considered  to  have 
been  the  father  of  regular  practice  in  Connecticut.  He  resided  in 
Killingworth,  which  was  then  in  the  county  of  New  Haven  ;  and 
his  influence  was  long  felt  by  his  successors  in  that  county,  and  its 
happy  effects  have  reached  down  to  our  times. 

VVith  the  bright  example  of  the  county  of  New  Haven,  the  prac- 
titioners of  the  State  in  general  soon  saw  the  benefit  of  professional 
union,  and  in  time  organized  themselves  into  the  Medical  Society. 
The  effects  of  this  society  were  quickly  evident.  The  members 
either  renounced  or  revealed  their  nostrums,  cultivated  a  spirit  of 
candor  and  frankness  among  each  other,  encouraged  an  attention  to 
all  modern  improvements  of  medicine,  and  in  a  great  measure  ban- 
ished quackery  and  mystery  from  the  profession.  It  was  difficult  for 
a  candidate  for  practice  to  find  regular  employ,  unless  he  had  been 
licensed  by  their  body,  as  a  guaranty  of  his  qualifications.  Their 
requirements  were  found  to  be  so  reasonable,  and  a  refusal  to  submit 
to  them  was  so  sure  a  mark  of  irregularity,  and  a  consciousness  of 
disqualification,  that  after  eight  or  ten  years  the  legislature  disowned 
all  pretenders,  by  withholding  from  them  the  legal  power  of  collect- 
ing their  professional  debts,  unless  they  had  been  legally  examined 
and  approved. 

Notwithstanding  this  last  measure  has  operated  in  the  most  fa- 
vorable manner,  and  by  furnishing  every  town  in  the  State  with  sev- 
eral well  educated  and  honorable  physicians,  so  that  every  empiric 
must  come  out  boldly,  and  thus  virtually  be  made  to  proclaim  his 
own  incompetency  and  imposition,  as  well  as  his  dishonesty  in  pre- 
tending to  an  art  for  which  he  is  unqualified,  both  the  right  and  the 
policy  of  the  law  have  often  been  questioned.  With  respect  to  the 
right,  it  seems  to  me  strange  that  any  man  of  information  could 
doubt  a  moment.  Legislators  have  certainly  the  right  to  interfere, 
whenever  the  public  good  is  at  stake  ;  and  it  is  their  main  business 
to  protect  individuals,  where  individuals  have  not  the  power  to  pro- 
tect themselves.  They  protect  from  fraud  and  imposition,  as  well 
as  from  other  injuries,  by  placing  barriers  against  dishonesty.  Thus, 
they  either  do,  or  may,  direct  the  inspection  of  every  kind  of  pro- 
vision, lumber,  or  other  article  of  merchandize,  before  it  can  be  law- 
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fully  exposed  in  market.  They  direct  the  examination  of  all  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  navy,  previous  to  their  receiving  commissions. 
In  most  countries,  they  examine  the  qualifications  of  gentlemen  of  the 
bar,  to  prevent  clients  from  being  imposed  on  by  pettifoggers.  They 
commonly  insist  upon  the  examination  of  teachers,  before  they  can 
become  lawful  instructors.  In  most  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  even 
a  common  trade  cannot  be  exercised,  unless  the  master  has  complied 
with  certain  forms,  which  amount  to  a  strict  examination. 

All  these  regulations  are  designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  in 
general,  and  not  directly  for  the  benefit  of  the  trades  or  professions. 
It  is  supposed  that  individuals  could  not  have  time,  if  they  possessed 
sufficient  knowledge,  to  examine  the  quality  of  every  barrel  of  flour, 
beef,  pork,  and  fish,  that  they  buy,  before  purchasing  them.  Nor 
is  it  wished  to  have  the  client  lose  his  suit,  to  discover  that  he  has 
employed  an  incompetent  advocate;  or  for  schooling  to  be  found  to 
be  worse  than  useless,  from  having  employed  an  imcompetent  teacher. 

I  can  see  no  reason,  why  the  health  of  the  community,  and  con- 
sequently public  protection  against  ignorant  and  unprincipled  pre- 
tenders— for  pure  quacks,  whatever  good  qualities  they  may  some- 
times possess,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case  must  always  be 
knaves,  since  they  only  flourish  by  the  falsest  pretensions  andTnost 
barefaced  impositions — are  not  a  subject  of  legal  regulation,  as  much 
as  the  army,  navy,  schools,  trades,  manufactures,  and  in  a  word 
every  other  matter,  in  which  individuals  are  either  unable  or  indis- 
posed to  protect  themselves. 

Besides,  no  power  on  earth  can  give  a  quack  or  other  impostor  a 
moral  right  to  his  fraudulent  gains  ;  should  the  State,  therefore,  from 
mistaken  policy,  legalize  his  claims,  it  would  amount  to  granting  a 
bounty  to  dishonesty,  and  as  far  as  it  goes  would  serve  to  sap  the 
principles  of  morality.  It  is  impossible  to  change  the  moral  aspect 
of  empiricism,  or  of  any  other  fraud,  whatever  maybe  the  supposed 
policy,  as  to  legislative  interference.  A  quack  cannot  be  converted 
into  an  honest  man,  by  any  law  whatever,  much  less  can  he  be 
made  learned  against  his  will. 

The  matter  of  right,  in  my  view,  therefore,  is  set  at  rest.  It  is 
sometimes  found,  however,  in  this  imperfect  world,  to  be  a  matter 
of  policy  and  expediency  to  waive  many  of  our  important  rights,  as 
the  enforcing  of  them,  as  valuable  as  they  may  be,  might  be  a  greater 
inconvenience,  than  to  justify  the  expense  of  their  defense.  It  is 
even  supposed  advisable  occasionally  not  to  prosecute  crimes  of 
considerable  magnitude.  The  principle  rather  applies  to  the  cau- 
tious removal  of  old  abuses,  than  to  opening  the  door  to  new  offenses. 
We  may  be  in  such  haste  in  ripping  off  the  superfluous  lace,  as  to 
be  in  danger  of  tearing  the  coat.  Upon  this  point  of  expediency,  I 
frankly  acknowledge,  there  has  been,  at  times,  a  considerable  varia- 
tion in  my  own  opinion.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  pretend  to  speak 
very  positively,  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  but  content  myself 
with  making  a  few  suggestions. 


In  the  first  place,  our  system  has  hitherto  worked  well,  and  to  the 
great  benefit  of  the  public  has  given  the  profession  of  medicine  an 
elevated  position,  which  it  otherwise  could  have  hardly  reached. 
Notwithstanding  every  regulation,  some  unworthy  officers  are  to  be 
found  in  the  army  and  navy  ;  in  the  law,  there  are  several  who  are 
little  more  than  pretenders  ;  and  our  schools  are  not  always  furnish- 
ed with  suitable  teachers  ;  but  on  the  whole,  all  these  departments 
have  been  improved,  just  in  proportion  as  the  laws  have  been  strictly' 
executed.     The  state  of  our  profession  is  exactly  parallel. 

Quackery  and  false  pretensions,  in  a  great  measure,  are  excluded 
from  our  body.  In  order  to  be  a  quack,  a  man  must  now  openly 
avow  himself  to  be  one,  before  all  the  world.  People,  who  are  so 
ignorant  or  so  gullible  as  to  employ  him,  are  not  deceived  by  a  hid- 
den pitfall,  but  plunge  into  the  gulf  with  their  eyes  open.  It  is  a 
common  idea,  I  well  know,  that  quackery  has  much  increased,  of 
late  years.  This  is  very  questionable,  and  on  a  little  consideration, 
most  probably,  will  be  found  to  be  a  mistake. 

While  human  infirmity  is  the  same  as  at  present,  there  is  always 
likely  to  be  about  the  same  proportion  of  attempts  at  imposition  and 
delusion.  It  only  operates  in  different  ways,  and  exhibits  itself  un- 
der various  garbs.  Formerly,  empiricism,  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, tinged  most  of  our  physicians,  and  therefore,  the  counterfeit 
was  often  found  in  the  same  purse  with  the  sterling  coin.  IVow, 
though  the  wheat  may  not  be  entirely  winnowed  from  the  chaff,  it 
is  not  noxious  from  being  intermingled  with  tares.  Each  portion  is 
by  itself,  and  easily  distinguished.  Empiricism,  therefore,  makes  a 
greater  show,  assumes  a  more  formidable  appearance,  aud  seems  to 
have  much  increased,  though  it  may  not  be,  by  any  means,  more 
general  or  extensive,  as  respects  numbers  and  limits.  It  is  very 
possible,  in  reality,  that  it  should  increase  in  noise  and  impertinence, 
just  in  proportion  to  its  ill  success  and  want  of  employ.  Clamor  of 
this  kind  is  not  rare  in  the  world,  further,  quackery  has  become 
organized  ;  it  has  its  associations,  conventions,  and  secret  unions,  so 
as  to  be  one  of  the  most  hideous  and  impudent  monopolies,  which 
has  ever  appeared  in  civilized  society.  Who  would  have  believed, 
that  in  the  boasted  light  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a  body  of  empi- 
rics, a  monopoly  that  excludes  and  condemns  all  who  arc  not  initia- 
ted into  its  mysteries,  and  of  course  who  are  not  as  ignorant  and  dis- 
honest as  themselves,  could  have  been  organized  upon  the  principles 
of  ignorance,  fraud,  and  impudence?  That  all  the  qualifications, 
which  should  he  required  to  make  a  man  fit  to  take  charge  of  the 
health  and  life  of  his  fellow  creatures,  consists  in  purchasing  a  book 
for  twenty  dollars,  with  an  oath  or  promise  of  secrecy  as  to  its  con- 
tents ?  It  is  said,  though  I  do  not  know  upon  what  authority,  that 
the  price  is  now  reduced,  so  that  any  one  may  become  a  physician, 
for  the  trilling  sum  of  live  dollars.  Upon  sqch  a  disgusting  subject, 
as  that  of  being  obliged  to  defend  learning  and  science,  with  the  ex- 
perience of  ages,  against  the  most  palpable  ignorance  and  imposture, 
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I  can  only  remark,  that  it  deserves  the  most  serious  consideration  of 
the  Society,  as  well  as  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  to  pause  and 
think  deliberately,  before  they  adopt  any  measure,  that  may,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  be  construed  as  favoring,  or  countenancing,  or  sub- 
mitting to  such  absurd  and  dishonest  claims.  It  would  seem  to  be  a 
very  strange  state  of  society,  denoting  a  degree  of  ignorance  equal 
to  that  of  the  dark  ages,  which  should  make  it  a  matter  of  policy, 
to  listen  a  moment  to  such  groundless  pretensions.  A  madman  or 
a  robber  will  naturally  seize  the  first  weapon,  that  lies  in  his  way ; 
but  now,  the  question  is,  whether  we  shall  legally  put  a  sword  into 
his  hand?  Enough  of  firebrands,  arrows,  and  death  will  always  be 
scattered  about,  to  prove  the  imperfection  of  this  state  of  trial  and 
temptation;  but,  shall  we  give  their  diffusion  the  sanction  of  law? 
It  has  been  supposed,  that  our  present  laws  aid  quackery,  by  pro- 
ducing a  reaction  in  its  favor.  If  this  were  the  fact,  quacks  could 
never  be  so  anxious  to  have  this  legislative  assistance,  though  of  the 
negative  kind,  removed,  that  they  might  appear  to  be  regular  prac- 
titioners. The  very  idea  of  having  a  body  of  professional  men,  as 
an  essential  link  in  the  chain  of  civilized  society,  supposes  that  they 
have  acquired  some  qualifications  for  their  station,  which  citizens  in 
general  do  not  possess.  It  goes  upon  the  principle  of  the  subdivi- 
sion of  labor,  and  that  no  one  man  can  know  or  do  every  thing. 
Modern  quackery,  as  now  organized,  does  away  this  all  important 
principle,  this  only  sure  basis  of  all  stable  improvement,  and  pre- 
tends that  without  learning,  discipline,  or  experience,  any  man  may 
be  fit  to  manage  the  most  important  concerns  for  the  health  and 
happiness  of  mankind;  and  that,  because  he  has  the  audacity  to 
make  these  pretensions,  he  is  to  be  recommended  to  the  world,  and 
elevated  to  the  high  dignity  of  a  professional  station,  by  legislative 
enactment. 

Medicine  when  regularly  practiced  is  a  liberal  profession,  in  every 
sense  of  the  term.  No  body  of  men  among  us,  not  even  excepting 
the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  do  so  much  by  way  of  charity,  and 
relieve  so  much  distress  gratuitously,  as  the  physicians,  without  any 
fee  or  reward,  except  the  satisfaction  which  always  attends  the  con- 
sciousness of  doing  our  duty.  This  has  respect  to  us  in  our  individ- 
ual capacities,  as  men  and  citizens. — The  public  efforts  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  this  state,  considering  the  circumscribed  limits 
for  our  exertion,  have  probably  been  as  beneficial  to  the  community, 
as  those  of  any  other  association  of  the  same  means  for  operation. 
In  conjunction  with  as  prosperous  a  literary  institution  as  any  other 
in  the  Union,  we  have  founded  and  sustained  one  of  the  most  re- 
spectable and  important  medical  schools  in  our  country.  The  Re- 
treat for  the  Insane,  which  was  in  a  sense  founded  by  the  genius  and 
talents  of  our  lamented  associate,  and  former  president,  Dr.  Todd 
is  perhaps  inferior  to  no  other  hospital  of  the  kind,  and  owes  its 
origin  entirely  to  the  efforts  of  the  Medical  Society. 


At  this  very  day,  by  far  the  most  important  regular  business  of 
this  convention,  arises  from  our  connexion  with  these  institutions,  in 
our  appointment  of  committees  of  nomination  for  supplying  vacan- 
cies, as  well  as  the  committee  for  the  examination  of  the  medical 
candidates.  In  fact,  much  the  greater  portion  of  the  utility  and  re- 
spectability of  this  convention  depends  upon  the  judicious  selection 
of  their  committees. 

We  are  apt  to  overlook  the  importance  and  nature  of  the  blessings 
which  we  enjoy,  and  to  consider  them  as  matters  of  course,  without 
adverting  to  the  causes,  and  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  our  predeces- 
sors, which  were  indispensable  to  putting  things  into  such  a  favora- 
ble train.  The  difficulties  which  existed,  and  the  obstacles  which 
were  surmounted,  have  long  since  disappeared,  and  consequently 
are  hardly  to  be  realized,  by  those  who  have  but  recently  entered 
upon  the  stage  of  life. 

Our  society  is  undoubtedly  still  susceptible  of  many  improvements, 
and  we  have  never  claimed  an  exemption  from  the  common  infirmi- 
ties of  humanity  ;  but  we  have  met  the  wants  of  the  times,  and 
have  kept  up  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  probably,  in  a  much  greater 
degree,  than  most  similar  associations.  Ever  since  our  first  incor- 
poration, the  legislature  has  duly  appreciated  our  importance,  and 
has  generally  treated  us  with  great  courtesy  and  liberality. 

As  long  as  we  do  our  duties  as  well  as  we  have  done,  and  con- 
tinue to  respect  ourselves  as  well  as  the  public,  I  can  have  no  ap- 
prehension of  any  undue  legislative  interference.  In  order  to  merit 
respect,  we  must  continue  to  make  ourselves  respectable,  and  thus 
show  that  we  are  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  patronage  of  the 
public. 

One  part  of  the  duty  of  professional  men,  and  that  by  no  means 
the  least,  is  to  instruct  and  inform  the  public  mind.  Professional 
men  are  a  kind  of  missionaries  in  the  civilized  world.  In  the  divis- 
ion of  labor,  not  for  their  own  benefit,  but  for  the  public  good,  they 
are  the  great  teachers  of  mankind.  It  is  the  practice  of  all  legisla- 
tive bodies  occasionally  to  consult  them,  and  it  is  just  as  necessary 
to  obtain  the  opinions  of  physicians,  before  making  jaws  for  preserv- 
ing health,  as  it  is  to  advise  with  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  me- 
chanics, concerning  their  several  departments.  It  devolves  upon 
our  profession  to  teach  the  public  the  nature  of  quackery,  and  to 
expose  the  absurdities  and  dishonesty  of  empiricism.  This  duty  is 
now  peculiarly  incumbent  upon  us. 

At  the  present  day,  and  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  improve- 
ments of  the  age,  additional  skill,  learning,  and  industry  are  de- 
manded, in  every  lawful  and  useful  pursuit.  The  superior  cultiva- 
tion of  our  age  requires  increased  dexterity  in  every  mechanical 
and  liberal  art.  Is  it  possible,  that  medicine  alone  can  be  an  excep- 
tion, and  that  physicians  may  be  formed,  without  the  labor  of  a 
severe  course  of  study,  strict  mental  discipline,  and  persevering 
industry  ?     Can  a  man   acquire  a  single   art,  science,   profession, 
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employment,  or  trade  of  any  kind  of  importance,  in  the  short  time, 
and  with  the  slender  means,  that  are  required  to  make  a  proficient 
in  modern  quackery,  so  as  justly  to  entitle  him  to  the  honors  and 
emoluments  of  a  master  in  his  department  ? 

Where  is  the  policy  of  attempting  to  place  ignorance  and  fraud 
upon  the  same  legal  level,  with  knowledge  and  skill  ?  The  danger, 
however,  is  not  so  much  from  elevating  quackery,  for  that  can  never 
be  raised  to  dignity,  as  it  is  from  depressing  and  discouraging  regular 
practice,  so  that  men  of  talents  may  no  longer  have  an  inducement 
or  encouragement  for  studying  a  degraded  profession.  At  this  very 
time,  in  those  parts  of  the  country,  where  medicine  is  depressed, 
men  of  talents  are  leaving  the  practice  for  more  reputable  employ- 
ments. 

Our  society  has  always  been  distinguished  by  the  harmony,  order, 
and  unity  of  its  proceedings.  We  have  hitherto  kept  aloof  from 
most  of  the  exciting  and  agitating  topics  of  the  day,  and  no  religious, 
political,  or  local  party,  has  as  yet  ever  been  allowed  to  show  its  head, 
or  to  exert  its  unhallowed  influence,  in  our  favored  association.  We 
have  strictly  adhered  to  the  purposes  for  which  we  were  organized  and 
incorporated — the  improvement  of  Medicine  within  our  State.  We 
do  not  meet,  merely  to  favor  our  own  private  view's,  and  to  consult 
our  individual,  personal  interest,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  communi- 
ty, in  aid  of  the  cause  of  humanity,  to  contrive  means  to  mitigate  the 
pains  and  diseases  of  mankind.  We  are  in  a  very  high  and  important 
sense,  officers,  appointed  and  commissioned  under  the  authority  of 
the  State,  to  take  charge  of  the  health  of  its  citizens.  The  trust 
which  has  thus,  by  public  authority,  been  reposed  in  us,  is  one  of 
the  highest  importance  and  greatest  responsibility. 

In  all  our  deliberations  and  debates,  it  becomes  us  to  act  with 
coolness  and  calmness,  free  from  any  fashionable,  temporary,  or  lo- 
cal excitement,  without  indulging  that  appeal  to  passion  and  preju- 
dice, often  resorted  to  in  popular  harangues.  Here,  the  understand- 
ing alone  need  be  addressed,  and  rhetorical  flourishes  are  worse  than 
useless.  We  ought  to  consider  ourselves,  rather  as  addressing  a  dig- 
nified and  learned  court,  who  perhaps  understand  the  subject  better 
than  we  do  as  individuals,  instead  of  having  recourse  to  artifices  which 
might  captivate  a  popular  jury.  Our  acts  have  not  respect  to  the 
present  time  merely,  but  may  produce  an  effect  upon  our  remotest 
successors.  It  is  nearly  impossible  to  resume  a  right,  which  has 
been  once  waived  or  relinquished. 

I  have  one  further  suggestion,  which  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power 
to  enforce  upon  all  deliberative  bodies,  that  would  maintain  harmony 
and  g^>od  feeling.  It  is  this,  never  to  attempt  to  carry  an  important 
question,  by  forcing  it  through  with  a  lean  majority.  When  an  im- 
portant resolution,  after  much  debate,  only  passes  by  a  majority  of 
one  or  two,  as  a  very  general  rule,  some  cool  and  moderate  man, 
who  voted  in  its  favor,  would  do  well  to  show  magnanimity  enough 
to  rise  and  propose  a  reconsideration,  exhibiting  by  this  means,  that 
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he  is  not  so  sanguine  in  his  private  opinion,  as  to  wish  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  a  respectable  minority. 

Some  condescension  of  this  kind,  when  agitating  questions  hap- 
pen to  occur,  is  the  only  way  to  preserve  peace,  and  to  prevent  the 
body  from  being  split  into  hostile  parties,  and  becoming  a  prey  to 
faction.  A  measure  often  may  be  very  properly  negatived  by  the 
majority  of  a  single  vote,  or  even  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  presi- 
ding officer  in  case  of  a  tie,  and  there  may  be  no  grounds  for  dissat- 
isfaction ;  but  the  affirmative  decision  of  an  important  question, 
where  the  best  minds  are  apt  to  vary  in  opinion,  is  rarely  satisfac- 
tory, popular,  or  expedient,  unless  it  has  the  sanction  of  about  two 
thirds  of  the  members.  A  love  for  our  profession,  or  rather  for  the 
humane  objects  which  it  has  in  view,  should  be  the  highest  motive 
with  every  physician.  It  is  in  fact  the  highest  motive  with  the  great 
majority. 

With  some  very  few  exceptions,  owing  to  peculiar  circumstances, 
physicians,  in  our  country,  are  never  to  expect  to  become  rich,  from 
their  practice.  If  they  can  only  gain  a  respectable  support,  it  is  all 
for  which  they  may  indulge  a  reasonable  hope.  They  do  more  gra- 
tuitous services,  as  has  already  been  observed,  than  any  other  class 
of  men  ;  and  where  they  are  able  to  collect  their  pay,  their  remu- 
neration is  less,  in  proportion  to  their  labors  of  body  and  mind,  and 
the  moral  responsibility  attached  to  them,  than  probably  in  any 
other  employment  in  our  country.  The  far  greater  portion  of  their 
reward  must  consist  in  the  consciousness  of  doing  good,  and  in  the 
satisfaction  which  always  attends  the  exercise  of  humane  and  benev- 
olent feelings. 

The  preceding  remarks  have  reached  to  a  much  greater  length, 
than  I  had  at  first  intended.  I  did  not  feel  satisfied  to  take  my 
leave  of  such  respectable  associates,  with  whom  I  had  spent  so  many 
pleasant  days,  and  from  whom  1  had  so  frequently  received  many 
unexpected  and  unmerited  favors  and  attentions,  by  a  mere  brief 
and  formal  expression  of  my  sense  of  obligation.  I  have  therefore 
taken  the  liberty  to  trespass  on  your  time,  and  perhaps  your  pa- 
tience, by  stating  some  of  the  views  which  I  have  of  the  past  and 
the  present  state  of  the  Medical  Society,  and  of  its  vast  importance, 
both  to  the  public,  and  to  the  harmony  and  improvement  of  the 
profession. 

The  subject  has  grown  upon  me  as  I  advanced,  and  brought  it 
nearer  to  view.  Indeed,  till  after  some  reflection  and  attentive  in- 
vestigation, I  did  not  myself  realize  but  a  small  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic benefit  of  our  association,  or  of  the  evils  of  the  loose  and  imper- 
fect state  of  medicine  among  us  before  it  existed.  I  have  to  regret, 
that  the  narrow  limits  allotted  me,  together  with  my  feeble  abilities, 
only  admit  ol  pointing  out  a  few  of  the  more  prominent  landmarks, 
without  attempting  even  to  trace  the  outlines  of  this  extensive  field. 
I  have  mentioned  but  a  small  part  of  the  advantages,  which  the 
community  has  derived  from  our  Society  ;  and   still  less  have  I  ex- 
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posed  the  numerous  and  irremediable  evils,  that  would  be  likely  to 
result  from  the  present  attempts  to  reduce  our  profession  back  to  the 
state  in  which  it  was  fifty  years  ago,  to  degrade  it  to  the  level  of  the 
most  ignorant  empiricism,  and  thus  place  it  half  a  century  behind 
the  age,  should  they  prove  successful  in  putting  the  regular  practi- 
tioner and  the  empiric  on  the  same  legal  footing.  Whatever  may 
be,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  our  future  condition,  we  can  never  remain 
respectable,  and  consequently  highly  useful  as  a  profession,  with- 
out retaining  our  fraternal  union,  demonstrating  to  the  world  that  we 
fully  merit  all  we  claim,  and  adhering,  as  respects  ourselves,  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  organization. 

I  have  now  only  to  add,  that  your  prosperity  as  individuals,  and 
as  one  of  the  most  important  institutions  in  our  State,  will  be  always 
near  my  heart.  So  long  as  your  deliberations  are  conducted  upon 
the  same  principles  of  harmony,  condescension,  and  concession,  as 
have  uniformly  marked  the  proceedings  of  your  predecessors,  the 
Medical  Society  will  justly  retain  its  influence,  and  continue  to  be  a 
blessing  to  the  community. 

By  the  favor  of  a  kind  Providence,  although  I  have  been  visited 
with  much  sickness  and  many  infirmities,  so  that  I  broke  down,  in  a 
sense,  in  middle  life,  my  days  have  yet  been  spared,  till  I  have  be- 
come an  elderly  man.  I  have  great  respect  for  the  labors  and  ex- 
ertions of  our  predecessors,  without  wishing,  however,  to  indulge 
that  excessive  veneration  for  the  past,  or  extreme  apprehension  for 
the  future,  which  is  common  with  many  old  men.  Nor  am  I  insen- 
sible of  the  great  value  of  the  present,  and  of  the  superior  means 
which  we  possess  for  preventing,  removing,  or  mitigating  the  moral 
and  physical  evils,  which  are  incident  to  humanity.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed, by  any  means,  to  consider  that  every  thing,  to  be  good,  must 
have  the  sanction  of  antiquity.  Every  improvement  is  necessarily 
an  innovation.  Some  changes  must  take  place  in  accordance  with 
the  times,  and  new  variations  occasionally  be  introduced.  Those 
upon  the  stage  and  in  active  life,  must  be  the  judges  of  the  wants  of 
their  age.  I  have  but  little  apprehension,  therefore,  that  our  suc- 
cessors will  not  be  able  to  manage  their  affairs  upon  as  correct  prin- 
ciples, as  those  upon  which  our  predecessors  and  we  have  founded 
and  conducted  our  own  institutions. 

With  these  views,  I  cheerfully  and  confidently  resign  my  small 
share  in  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Society. 
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The  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  at  their  ses- 
sion in  May,  1S36,  received  petitions  from  various  parts  of  the  State, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  8th  section  of  the  "act  to  incorporate  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society."  By  a  vote  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, these  petitions  were  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  the  As- 
sembly, with  an  order  for  a  citation  to  the  Medical  Society.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  citation,  the  Medical  Society  of  New  Haven  County, 
at  their  annual  meeting  in  April,  1837,  adopted  the  following  Report, 
as  expressive  of  their  views  in  regard  to  the  expediency  of  the  pro- 
posed measure. 


REPORT. 


The  Medical  Laws  in  this  State  were  enacted  for  a  two-fold  pur- 
pose. First,  that  our  state  might  be  furnished  with  an  able  and  faith- 
ful medical  faculty ;  and  secondly,  that  the  public  might,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, be  secured  from  medical  imposture  and  the  evils  which  flow 
from  it.  In  pursuing  these  objects,  the  public  good,  rather  than  the 
benefit  of  a  profession,  was  the  end  and  aim.  With  the  design  of 
promoting  these  views,  the  following  act  has  been  admitted  to  a  place 
in  our  statute-book.  It  is  part  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  in  relation 
to  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College." 

"  Every  medical  student,  shall  be  required  to  attend  to  the  study 
of  physic  and  surgery,  for  two  years,  with  some  medical  or  surgical 
professor  or  practitioner,  who  is  in  respectable  standing,  Provided, 
lie  shall  have  been  graduated  at  some  college  ;  otherwise  to  study 
three  years;  lo  have  acquired  in  addition  to  a  good  Knglish  educa- 
tion, a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Natural  Philosophy  ;  to  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty 
one  years;  to  be  of  a  good  moral  character;  and  to  deliver  to  the 
committee  of  examination  a  satisfactory  dissertation  upon  some  sub- 
ject in  medicine  or  surgery,  or  the  auxiliary  branches.  And  every 
medical  student  shall  attend  one  course  of  the  lectures  under  the 
professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  or  of  some 
other  public  medical  institution,  previously  to  his  being  admitted  to 
an  examination  for  a  license." 

In  furtherance  of  these  same  views,  the  following  provision,  con- 
tained in  an  act  entitled  "  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,"  has  been  made.  "  IS'o  physician  or  surgeon,  who 
shall  have  commenced  practice  since  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred,  or  who  shall  hereafter  commence  practice,  shall  be  entitled 
by  law  to  recover  any  debt  or  fees  for  such  practice,  unless  he  shall 
have  been  duly  licensed  by  some  medical  society,  or  college  of  phy- 
sicians, and  all  persons  licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  and 
practicing  within  this  slate,  shall  of  course  be  members  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society." 

That  portion  of  an  act  last  quoted  is  the  "8th  section,"  which  it 
is  proposed  to  repeal.  It  will  be  observed  that  it  has  (and  was  de- 
signed to  have)  the  force  and  effect  of  a  penalty  for  not  complying 
with  the  conditions  contained  in  that  other  act  which,  in  these  pages, 
precedes  it.  Without  it,  the  law  which  makes  a  course  of  study 
necessary  to  the  practitioner  of  physic  is,  of  course,  inoperative  as  a 
lata;  for  a  law  which  may  be  violated  with  impunity,  is  a  law  without 
a  penalty,  or  more  properly,  no  law  at  all. 


It  surely  will  be  conceded  that  the  public  have  a  real  interest  in 
the  character  and  qualifications  of  medical  men — the  acknowledged 
guardians  of  life  and  health.  Their  near  relation  to  the  very  sour- 
ces of  happiness  and  well-being  has  induced  the  civilized  govern- 
ments of  every  age  and  country  to  make  regulations  and  adopt  meas- 
ures calculated  to  render  them  the  more  worthy  the  high  trust  confi- 
ded to  them. 

That  a  successful  practitioner  of  physic  must  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  his  art;  that  these  principles  are  not  to  be  learn- 
ed in  a  day  ;  and  that  the  prescribed  course  of  medical  study  in  this 
state  is  not  unnecessarily  long,  are  truths  which,  in  other  circumstan- 
ces, we  might  feel  ashamed  to  argue.  These  truths  we  should  ordi- 
narily deem  it  necessary  but  to  state ;  but  the  attempts  which  are 
now  making  to  conceal  or  forget  them,  render  it  necessary,  or  at 
least,  proper,  that  we  cite  proof. 

There  is  not,  within  the  range  of  our  knowledge,  a  more  compli- 
cated piece  of  mechanism  than  the  human  system.  Taken  in  the 
number  of  its  parts,  and  the  variety  and  intricacy  of  its  laws,  it  is 
without  an  equal.  A  perfect  knowledge  of  its  construction  and  com- 
position as  a  simple  machine  is  the  work  of  years ;  and  this  knowl- 
edge does  not  require  a  tithe  of  the  study  necessary  to  comprehend 
it  fully  as  a  living  system.  It  is  upon  this  system  that  the  physician 
is  obliged  to  operate.  It  is  his  business  to  understand  its  powers,  to 
perceive  the  nature  and  seat  of  its  disorders,  and  on  proper  occa- 
sions, to  speed,  to  check,  to  modify,  or  in  some  way  to  correct  its 
movements.  Surely,  then,  two  or  three  years  is  a  period  short 
enough  in  which  to  lay  in  a  competent  store  of  the  knowledge  in  ques- 
tion. It  is  agreed  that  he  who  would  put  in  order  even  the  simplest 
mechanical  contrivance,  must  inform  himself  regarding  its  construc- 
tion. An  old  wooden  clock  that  needs  repair  is  not  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  man  who  never  saw  the  interior  of  a  clock  ;  or  if  placed 
in  such  hands,  the  owner  expects  it  will  be  spoiled.  He  who  would 
prescribe  successfully  for  a  disordered  time-keeper,  must  acquaint 
himself  with  the  number  and  relation  of  its  parts,  and  the  mechan- 
ical forces  which  originate  and  regulate  its  motion  ;  or,  in  other  words, 
he  must  study  its  anatomy  and  physiology.  And  is  a  man  fitted  for 
the  office  of  superintending,  regulating  and  repairing  the  human 
machine — of  prescribing  correctly  for  its  multiplied  disorders,  who 
knows  nothing  of  its  parts,  powers  and  operations — nothing  of  its 
anatomy  and  physiology  ?  and  would  it  not  be  well  to  require  of  him 
who  takes  upon  himself  this  office,  at  least,  that  amount  of  knowl- 
edge regarding  his  business  which  we  are  accustomed  to  demand  of 
our  ordinary  mechanics  ?  Undoubtedly,  it  is  as  difficult  and  intricate 
a  piece  of  work  to  patch  up  a  broken  constitution  as  a  leaky  pair  of 
boots — to  keep  a-going  a  rickety  human  system  as  a  rickety  time- 
piece ;  while  the  consequences  of  blundering  and  bungling  work- 
manship are  even  more  momentous. 


But  a  knowledge  of  anatomy  and  physiology  merely,  is  not  all  that 
is  required  of  the  physician.  Besides  being  acquainted  with  disease 
in  all  its  various  and  ever  varying  forms,  he  must  know  the  means 
best  adapted  to  cure  it.  Disease  is  to  be  removed  by  the  applica- 
tion of  certain  agents  or  instruments  which  have  power  to  modify 
the  functions,  to  rouse  or  diminish  vital  energy,  to  correct  disordered 
movements,  and  to  restore  the  lost  balance  of  the  system.  These 
agents  are  to  the  physician  what  tools  are  to  the  mechanic.  They 
have  multiplied  powers,  and  multiplied  and  varying  relations  to  our 
organs,  which  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  learn.  To  understand  their 
nature  fully,  the  purposes  to  which  they  may  be  applied,  and  the 
effects  which  they  are  calculated  to  produce,  in  all  the  different 
forms  of  disease,  and  under  the  different  circumstances  of  constitu- 
tion, age,  sex,  season,  climate,  Sic.  is  a  task  sufficient  for  the  acutest 
mind  and  the  most  persevering  industry. 

It  cannot  with  reason  be  disputed,  then,  that  medicine,  in  order 
to  be  understood,  must  be  studied.  Medical  skill  can  be  the  result 
of  nothing  else  than  severe  and  protracted  application.  It  is  not  a 
thing  that  men  are  born  with,  or  purchase  of  strolling  Indians  and 
seventh  sons,  or  learn  by  dreaming,  or  even  discover  by  meditation, 
any  more  than  shoe-making  or  ship-making.  There  is  neither  ma- 
gic or  witchcraft  about  it.  It  cannot  be  acquired  without  some  ex- 
pense both  of  time  and  money,  and  without,  at  least,  a  common 
share  of  understanding.  The  lazy  and  the  lounging,  as  well  as  the 
weak  and  the  ignorant,  can  never  possess  it.  That  which  comes 
without  industry  is  pretension,  and  makes  up  in  bustling  and  boast- 
ing what  it  lacks  of  something  better. 

But  perhaps  what  we  have  said  on  this  point  is  better  than  more. 
Those  who  look  upon  study  and  application  as,  of  course,  indispen- 
sable to  true  medical  skill,  will  perhaps  regard  what  has  been  offered 
as  mere  trilling,  and  unworthy  even  the  little  space  which  has  been 
allotted  it;  while  such  as  consider  our  art  as  nothing  better  than  a 
sort  of  knack  which  certain  men  and  women  get  by  inheritance,  or 
as  a  kind  of  juggling  akin  to  fire-eating  and  best  exercised  by  moun- 
tebanks and  vagabonds,  will  hardly  be  convinced  by  any  thing  in  the 
shape  of  argument. 

But  though  it  be  admitted  that  medicine  is  based  on  science,  is  a 
a  comprehensive  and  difficult  study,  and  has  a  most  important  bear- 
ing on  the  interests  of  the  community,  it  may  still  be  said  that  there 
are  not  sufficient  reasons  for  legislative  provisions  and  restrictions 
regarding  its  practice.  To  justify  legislation  in  this  matter,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  show  that  the  highest  general  good,  or  in  other  words 
the  interest  and  safety  of  the  public,  requires  it.  This  we  are  pre- 
pared to  do. 

The  ease  with  which  imposition  in  the  healing  art  is  practiced  af- 
fords one  powerful  reason  why  legislators  should  attempt  something 
for  the  public  security.  In  consequence  of  the  peculiar  opportuni- 
ties and  facilities  for  imposture  in  our  profession,   the  practice  of  it 


holds  out  great  temptations  to  the  idle,  the  artful,  the  unprincipled, 
and  the  thousands  who  hate  any  honest  vocation.  Hence  comes 
charlatanism  in  all  its  extent  and  variety,  from  Mr.  Swaim  and  the 
great  nostrum-monger  in  New  York,  down  to  the  obscurest  root- 
doctor  who  strolls  about  from  village  to  village.  We  had  the  curi- 
osity lately  to  inquire  into  the  proportion  of  the  advertising  columns 
of  the  several  daily  newspapers  of  the  city  of  New  York,  which  was 
taken  up  with  the  advertisements  of  quack  medicines.  We  found 
this  proportion  to  be,  in  the  penny  papers,  at  least,  one  half,  and  in 
the  larger  papers,  somewhat  less  than  that. 

The  reason  that  imposiiion  is  so  easy  and  successful  in  medicine, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  general  want  of  information  regarding  the  nature 
of  disease,  the  operation  of  remedies,  and  the  powers  of  the  human 
system.  As  a  consequence,  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  a  physician 
must,  for  the  most  part,  be  taken  upon  trust,  except  so  far  as  evi- 
dence is  to  be  obtained  from  his  general  character  and  acquirements. 
There  is  no  subject  which,  by  the  mass  of  mankind,  is  so  rarely 
made  a  matter  of  general  study  and  investigation,  even  in  its  ele- 
ments, as  medical  science  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  there  is  no  sub- 
ject regarding  which  men  so  universally  consider  themselves  ade- 
quately informed,  in  all  its  practical  applications,  as  this  same  medi- 
cal science.  This  want  of  knowledge,  unfortunately  not  felt  as  a 
want,  we  deplore,  because  worth  in  our  profession  is,  as  a  conse- 
quence, imperfectly  appreciated,  and  because  ignorance  and  impu- 
dence thereby  gain  an  advantage  of  the  utmost  importance.  It  is 
well  known,  that  the  arts  of  intrigue,  and  the  no  less  potent  art  of 
purring,  will  oftentimes  procure  occupation  and  a  name,  when  unpre- 
tending merit  is  left  to  perish  unnoticed.  This  fact  is  well  illustra- 
ted by  the  sudden  and  full  employment  frequently  obtained  by  itin- 
erants and  adventurers  without  character  or  merit,  and  of  whose 
vaunted  skill  and  cures  we  know  nothing,  except  what  is  to  be  found 
in  a  pompous  advertisement  or  handbill. 

The  intense  anxiety  and  apprehension  of  the  sick  and  their  friends, 
and  the  eagerness  with  which  they  grasp  at  the  promise  of  relief, 
from  however  questionable  a  source  it  may  come,  give  the  arts  of 
empiricism  a  ten  fold  efficiency,  and  villainy  an  advantage  it  would 
not  otherwise  possess.  The  powerful  manner  in  which  the  fear  of 
death  operates  upon  the  discerning  and  judging  faculty,  particularly 
when  the  mind  is  enfeebled  by  sickness,  can  never  be  fully  under- 
stood by  those  who  have  not  often  witnessed  its  effect.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  understanding  is,  as  it  were,  gone,  and 
man  is  the  creature  of  impulse  and  feeling.  He  is  waverino-,  cred- 
ulous and  superstitious.  He  is  perhaps  ready  to  bestow  confidence 
on  the  most  worthless  objects  ;  to  repose  faith  in  the  most  trifling 
ridiculous  and  hazardous  means,  provided  his  humor  and  hopes 
are  encouraged.  We  have  often  witnessed,  with  the  most  painful 
emotions,  the  effects,  immediate  and  remote,  of  extravagant  and 
unwarrantable  promises  in  such  cases. 


The  belief  which  still  prevails  to  no  inconsiderable  extent,  and 
which  is  the  inheritance  of  a  darker  age, — the  belief  that  medicine 
is  an  occult  science  ;  that  medical  skill  comes  in  some  unknown  or 
undefinable  way — that  it  runs  in  the  blood,  or  is  a  gift  of  nature  or 
heaven — that  it  is  a  possession  rather  than  an  acquisition — has  ex- 
erted a  most  powerful  influence  on  the  progress  of  quackery.  We 
know  that  this  belief  will  not  often  be  acknowledged,  but  it  is  real 
and  influential  notwithstanding,  as  proved  by  the  conduct  and  prac- 
tice of  men.  It  cannot  be  expected,  of  course,  that  those  who  sup- 
pose disease  to  be  cured  by  the  exercise  of  a  magical  influence,  or 
by  tricks  of  legerdemain,  will  have  a  very  large  share  of  that  salu- 
tary incredulity  in  reference  to  extravagant  pretension  and  secret 
skill,  which  is  the  safety  of  the  sick  man.  And  when  men  cannot 
protect  themselves,  whether  by  means  of  ignorance,  or  prejudice, 
or  passion,  or  superstition,  or  even  obstinacy,  it  is  the  duty  of  go- 
vernment to  become  their  protector. 

Wc  do  not  mean  to  say  that  quackery  never  effects  cures.  We 
know  that  it  is  sometimes  successful  ;  but  we  also  know  that  those 
who  practice  it  deserve  little  credit  for  such  success.  There  is  an 
influence  exerted  on  the  mind  by  the  imposing  process  of  a  mounte- 
bank, particularly  in  the  case  of  nervous  and  susceptible  persons  or 
those  given  to  superstition — an  influence  of  which  both  patient  and 
prescriber  are  probably  ignorant — which  is  all-powerlul  in  curing 
certain  kinds  of  disease.  Hope,  expectation,  confidence,  or  even 
the  more  violent  emotions,  such  as  anger,  terror,  astonishment,  have 
cured  many  a  case  of  sickness,  when  recovery  has  been  attributed 
to  some  worthless  medicine,  or  to  the  magical  skill  of  a  juggler. 
Besides,  empirics  sometimes  employ  powerful  remedies,  of  real 
value  in  their  place,  which,  being  prescribed  for  every  form  of  dis- 
ease, must  infallibly  produce  relief  in  some,  according  to  the  laws  of 
mere  chance.  It  is  well  known  that  arsenic  and  corrosive  sublimate 
are  frequent  ingredients  in  the  "  vegetable"  compounds  and  speci- 
fics of  quacks.  The  real  cures  effected  by  empirics,  or  by  medi- 
cines used  in  an  empirical  manner,  suggest  the  case  of  a  militia-man, 
who,  "being  armed  and  equipped  as  the  law  directs,"  is  endeavor- 
ing, blindfold,  to  drive  a  bullet  through  some  certain  object  within 
reach  of  a  musket  shot,  but  in  an  unknown  direction.  He  bla- 
zes away  most  valorously,  and  at  every  point  of  the  compass  ; 
and  after  having  riddled  and  shivered  almost  every  thing  about 
him,  he  of  necessity  finally  bits  his  mark,  according  to  the  laws  of 
chance.  But  does  this  fact  prove  him  a  marksman  ?  Or  is  it  best, 
from  such  an  instance  of  blundering  success,  to  blazon  his  name 
abroad  as  one  prodigiously  skilled  in  shooting  ?  And  yet,  such  a 
course  is  much  like  that  which  is  often  taken  with  regard  to  the 
random  successes  of  empirics,  or  those  ignorant  of  the  nature  and 
situation  of  disease,  &c.  And  the  declaration  of  a  man  who  always 
shoots  with  his  eyes  shut,  that  he  never  misses  his  mark,  and  never 
yet  killed  the  wrong  game,  is  worth  just  as  much  as  the  common 


boast  of  the  charlatan  that  he  never  fails  to  cure,  that  his  means  are 
perfectly  safe,  and  that  he  has  in  no  instance  lost  a  patient. 

The  want  of  a  test,  then,  of  easy  application,  by  which  medical 
qualifications  can  be  determined  by  the  public,  the  secrecy  and  de- 
ception with  regard  to  the  means  employed,  which  are  in  the  pre- 
server's power,  the  generally  unknown  nature  of  the  remedies  he 
uses,  even  though  their  names  be  known,  the  debilitating  effects  of 
disease  and  anxiety  on  the  mind  of  the  sick  man,  and,  consequently, 
the  great  temptations  and  opportunities  afforded  to  unprincipled  and 
unqualified  men  to  enter  upon  the  business  of  medical  imposture  ; — 
all  these  things,  and  the  evils  which  flow  from  them,  furnish  so  many 
reasons  why  the  appointed  guardians  of  the  public  safety  should  in- 
quire into  the  qualifications  of  medical  men,  and  attach  some  speci- 
fic penalty  to  the  practice  of  fraud  and  deception.  That  a  govern- 
ment has  a  right,  and,  in  fact,  is  obligated  to  do  this,  cannot  be 
questioned  ;  indeed,  it  is  for  this  very  purpose,  and  others  like  it, 
that  a  government  exists. 

The  principle  for  which  we  would  here  contend  is  simply  this — 
That  it  is  the  right  and  duty  of  government  to  protect  the  people 
in  every  possible  way  against  any  trade,  or  craft,  or  profession,  in 
which  the  public  has  peculiar  interest,  and  the  temptations  to  de- 
fraud and  deceive  are  great.  This  principle  is  recognized  on  al- 
most every  page  of  our  statute-book.  In  accordance  with  it,  millers 
are  forbidden  to  take  but  a  certain  amount  of  toll.  No  person  can 
sell  certain  kinds  of  goods  at  auction  without  a  license.  "  No  person 
shall  set  up  or  carry  on  the  trade  or  mystery  of  tanning  leather,  ex- 
cept he  prove  his  skill  therein,"  "  and  obtain  a  license  therefor," 
under  a  penalty  of  sixty  seven  dollars.*  Why  ?  Because  the 
tanning  of  leather  requires  skill,  and  because  leather  is  an  article  in 
which  extensive  fraud  is  practicable.  No  man  can  ship  beef,  fish, 
flour,  onions,  hay,  shingles,  Sic,  to  a  foreign  market,  unless  they 
have  been  inspected  and  approved.  Beef  for  exportation  must  be, 
at  least,  two  years  old,  cut  and  cured  in  a  certain  manner,  &c. 
These  inconveniences  (restrictions  on  personal  rights,  if  you  please,) 
must  be  submitted  to,  to  prevent  imposition,  and  to  secure  a  good 
character  and  market  abroad. 

In  accordance  with  this  same  principle,  it  has  been  farther  enacted 
that  "  no  person  shall  keep  a  district  school,  until  he  has  been  exam- 
ined and  approved  by  the  visitors  of  the  school  society,"  and  shall 
receive  a  certificate  of  his  qualifications  for  a  teacher.  Why  ?  Be- 
cause the  business  of  school-teaching  requires  some  knowledge,  and 
because  evils  would  be  the  consequence  of  committing  it  to  incompe- 
tent men.  Neither  shall  any  person  practice  as  an  attorney,  unless 
he  be  approved,  admitted  and  sworn  "  agreeably  to  the  rules  estab- 
lished" by  the  court,  unless  it  be  in  his  own  case  ;  "  nor  shall  more 
than  one  attorney  be  allowed  to  plead  on  the  same  side  of  any  cause," 
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with  certain  exceptions;  "  and  in  no  case,  shall  more  than  two  attor- 
neys be  admitted  to  plead,  on  the  same  side."  All  these  embarrass- 
ments the  friends  of  "  free  trade"  and  "  equal  rights"  must  submit 
,lo,  because  the  public  good,  (always  a  higher  object  than  individual 
good,)  requires  some  such  measures  to  prevent  the  evils  of  protracted 
litigation,  and  the  imposition  of  unqualified  and  designing  men. 

The  whole  license  system  recognizes  and  exemplifies  the  principle 
under  consideration — that  the  free  exercise  of  certain  vocations  by 
all,  without  restraint  or  condition,  is  not  consistent  with  the  highest 
general  good.  Inn-keepers  are  required  to  obtain  a  license,  give  a 
bond  for  the  observance  of  the  laws,  conform  to  certain  regulations 
regarding  the  selling  of  liquors  and  the  preservation  of  morals,  &ic. 

All  these  restraints  on  the  business  of  society  and  of  individuals- 
constraints  similar  to  those  enacted  by  every  civilized  government 
on  earth — sufficiently  prove  the  truth  and  justice  of  the  principle  we 
have  been  considering  ;  or,  at  least,  show  that  it  is  recognized  and 
acted  upon  continually  in  our  statute-book,  which  fact  is  all  that  is 
required  for  our  present  purpose.  Therefore,  in  order  to  show  the 
propriety  of  legislative  interference  in  regard  to  the  practice  of  physic, 
it  only  remains  for  us  to  prove  that  the  medical  art  is  similar  in  its 
nature,  and  in  its  relations  to  society,  to  oilier  arts  and  occupations 
which,  it  is  agreed,  are  proper  subjects  of  legislation — a  thing  which, 
in  fact,  has  already  been  done.  If  we  mistake  not,  we  have  shown 
that  the  medical  art,  in  its  relation  to  the  public  welfare,  holds  a  very 
high  rank  in  importance,  certainly  as  high  as  the  art  of  the  school- 
master or  tanner.  We  have  shown,  too,  that  medicine  is  a  difficult 
and  comprehensive  study,  requiring  natural  talent,  and  a  long  period 
of  diligent  training,  in  such  as  would  practice  it  successfully,  and  is 
not  surpassed  in  these  respects  by  any  art  or  profession  whatever, 
whether  it  be  pleading,  or  tanning,  or  school  keeping.  Fanhermore, 
we  have  shown  that  the  business  of  a  physician  offers  very  great  ad- 
vantages for  imposition  to  artful,  incompetent  and  irresponsible  men, 
certainly  as  great  as  the  advantages  of  the  attorney,  the  pedagogue, 
the  auctioneer,  the  taverner,  or  the  tanner.  Are  we  not  right,  then, 
when  we  contend  that  the  present  medical  laws  ought  not  to  be  re- 
pealed, that  ignorant  and  unqualified  men  ought  not  to  practice  physic, 
and  that  the  guards  and  barriers  which  the  public  now  have  against 
imposture  ought  not  to  be  removed  ? 

Certainly,  no  fault  can  be  found  with  the  medical  laws  in  this  state 
on  the  score  of  their  severity.  They  are  the  mildest  possible,  con- 
sistent with  any  legislative  restrictions.  They  say  to  the  medical 
student — you  shall  study,  at  least,  two  years,  be  examined  as  to  your 
qualifications,  receive  a  certificate  of  your  competency,  &c.  Are 
these  terms  hard  ?  Can  a  man  of  ordinary  capacity  acquire  an  ade- 
quate knowledge  of  our  profession  in  less  time?  or  can  any  better 
way  be  devised  to  secure  this  knowledge  ?  If  so,  let  that  better  way 
be  adopted.  If  the  necessary  qualifications  can  be  better  determined 
than   by  a  committee  of  experienced   medical  examiners,  why,   let 
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another  mode  of  proving  competency  be  tried.     We  are  not  so  stren- 
uous about  the  form  of  the  thing  as  the  thing  itself. 

But  how  far  are  the  laws  relating  to  our  profession  really  exclusive 
or  oppressive  in  their  operation,  and  what  is  the  penalty  attached  to 
their  neglect?  They  do  not  prevent  the  freest  competition,  and  all 
the  benefits  which  flow  from  it ;  or  a  supply  of  licensed  physicians  at 
all  limes  equal,  at  least,  to  the  demand.  They  do  not  point  out  to 
the  people  the  person  they  shall  employ  when  they  are  sick.  They 
allow  all  the  utmost  freedom  of  choice.  A  man  who  is  ill,  or  even 
not  ill,  can  employ  a  "  regular  doctor,"  or  a  "  botanic  doctor,"  or  an 
"  Indian  doctor,"  or  a  doctress,  one  or  more,  until  his  means  are 
exhausted  and  no  one  lias  business  to  interfere.  He  can  swallow 
calomel,  or  lobelia,  or  tansy  tea,  or  "  doctor  Brandreth's  pills,"  or 
nothing,  as  best  suits  his  fancy.  He  can  have  the  fullest  benefit  ol 
that  peculiar  wonder-working  skill  which  comes  from  inheritance,  or 
purchase,  or  inspiration,  or  inoculation,  or  which  is  the  possession 
of  root-doctors,  patent-doctors,  cancer-doctors,  Sic,  and  which  a 
man  whose  knowledge  is  derived  from  observation  and  study  can,  of 
course,  never  learn.  Nor  does  the  law  prohibit  the  man  (or  woman,) 
who  has  this  skill  from  using  it  to  the  utmost  advantage,  either  of 
himself  or  the  world.  He  is  not  liable  to  a  prosecution  for  improv- 
ing his  faculty,  like  the  unlicensed  attorney,  or  tanner,  or  auctioneer. 

But  the  unlicensed  practitioner  cannot  collect  his  fees  !  True,  he 
cannot  by  law ;  or  rather,  he  cannot  enforce  payment.  This  is  the 
penalty,  and  the  whole  penalty,  for  neglecting  to  qualify  himself  for 
his  business,  and  submit  to  an  examination  relative  to  his  attainments. 

No  inconsiderable  part  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  present  med- 
ical laws  is  derived  from  the  sanction  and  authority  which  they  give 
to  just  and  healthful  sentiments  on  an  important  subject.  They  may 
be  considered  as  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  by  wise  and  influen- 
tial men,  that  an  intelligent,  learned  and  faithful  medical  faculty 
should  be  sought,  and  encouraged,  an"d  trusted — an  opinion,  having 
no  slight  weight  with  the  community  at  large.  They  virtually  say — 
We,  the  enactors,  representatives  of  the  people,  being  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  an  able  and  skillful  body  of  physicians,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  education  and  a  diligent  course  of  training  preparatory  to 
the  successful  exercise  of  the  medical  art,  do  enact,  &tc.  We  need 
not  say  that  the  repeal  of  the  medical  laws,  under  present  circum- 
stances, would  have  the  effect  to  throw  the  whole  weight  of  legisla- 
tive authority  into  the  opposite  scale.  Such  repeal  would,  virtually, 
be  an  expression  of  the  opinion  that  medicine  is  not  a  science,  and 
is  not  learned  by  observation  and  study  ;  that  the  art  of  curing  dis- 
eases may  be  something  akin  to  a  knack  or  "  gift ;"  that  the  igno- 
rance and  stupidity  of  a  man  afford  no  ground  for  distrusting  his 
competency  and  skill  as  a  "doctor;"  and  that  mountebanks  and 
knaves,  and  all  that  genus,  are  just  as  likely  to  be  skillful  and  trusty 
physicians,  as  men  of  science,  learning  and  honor,  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  discouraged. 
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We  now  come  to  a  topic  we  would  gladly  enough  avoid,  could 
we  do  it  without  having  our  motives  misinterpreted.  It  has  hitherto 
heen  our  policy  not  to  take  notice,  as  a  body,  of  particular  forms  of 
quackery  occurring  without  the  profession,  unless  we  have  been  dis- 
tinctly called  upon  to  do  so,  as  in  the  present  instance.  It  has  al- 
ways been  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  empiricism,  whatever  its 
shape,  to  provoke  the  profession  to  take  an  attitude  of  open  hostility 
against  it — an  attitude  which  our  notions  of  self  respect,  as  well  as 
our  interest,  would  lead  us  to  avoid.  There  is  no  cry  with  which 
the  public  sympathize  so  warmly,  or  which  will  go  so  far  in  making 
an  insignificant  man  a  prodigy,  as  the  well-founded  cry  of  persecu- 
tion. The  meanest  pigmy  who  can  make  the  world  think  that  the 
world  is  conspiring  to  crush  him,  suddenly  swells  to  the  dignity  and 
stature  of  a  giant. — But  we  return  to  our  more  proper  subject. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  petitions  for  the  repeal  of  that  section  of 
the  medical  laws  which  says  that  the  irregular  practitioner  shall  not 
collect  his  fees  by  law,  have  been  got  up  and  principally  signed  by 
the  friends  of  what  purports  to  be  a  new  system  of  medicine,  called 
the  "  Thomsonian  system" — a  system  (we  call  it  so  by  way  of 
courtesy,)  until  lately  not  much  known  in  ibis  stale.  It  is  supposed 
that  if  this  repeal  can  be  affected,  the  "new  system"  will  receive  a 
great  benefit.  It  now  becomes  our  duty  (not  a  pleasant  one)  to  give 
some  account  of  this  system. 

Samuel  Thomson,  who  claims  to  be  its  founder,  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  in  17G9.*  He  claims  to  have  discovered  his  "emetic 
weed"  (lobelia)  when  he  was  four  years  old.  He  was  brought  up 
to  hard  work  upon  a  farm.  At  eight  years  of  age,  beseems  to  have 
taken  his  first  lessons  in  medicine  of  an  old  woman  who  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  father's,  who  was  skilled  in  the  use  of  "  roots 
and  herbs,"  and  who,  he  affirms,  cured  him  of  canker-rash.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  had  no  education,  not  even  such  as  is  the  privilege  of 
the  most  destitute  now-a-days  in  New  England.  He  early  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  "regular  doctors,"  and,  consequently,  began  to 
prescribe  for  himself,  and  subsequently  for  his  neighbors  and  friends. 
In  1805,  his  practice  had  become  so  extensive  that  he  found  it  im- 
possible to  attend  to  his  farm,  and  as  he  "  had  always  a  very  strong 
aversion  to  working  on  a  farm,"  "  the  reason  of  which  he  could  not 
account  for,"  [his  own  words,]  he  finally,  after  "  having  maturely 
weighed  the  matter,"  "  concluded  to  make  use  of  that  gift  [his  own 
words  again]  which  I  thought  nature,  or  the  God  of  nature,  had  im- 
planted in  me  ;  and  if  I  possessed  such  a  gift,  I  had  no  need  of  learn- 
ing, for  no  one  can  learn  that  gift." — And  he  immediately  "thought 
of  what  St.  Paul  says  concerning  the  different  gifts  by  the  same 
spirit;  one  had  the  gift  of  prophecy  ;  another,  the  gift  of  healing; 
another,  the  working  of  miracles."     After  these  reflections,  he  con- 

•  Our  fads  are  all  taken  from  his  Narrative  of  Ins  own  Life,  and  New  Guide  to 
Health,  wiiiicn  bj  himself,  ami  edued  by  Auner  Kneeland. 
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eluded  to  consecrate  bis  life  to  the  exercise  of  his  "  gift  in  healing 
the  sick,"  (his  favorite  mode  of  expression.)  Since  that  period,  ha 
appears  to  have  seen  much  hard  and  various  service,  and  has  spent 
his  time  in  Portsmouth,  Boston,  Maine,  and  other  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land. Most  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life  seems  to  have  been  occupied 
in  forming  botanical  societies,  selling  his  "  family  rights,"  (the  right 
of  using  his  patent  for  families,)  establishing  agencies,  and  quarrel- 
ling with  his  agents,  who,  by  his  own  account,  (doubtless  a  true  one,) 
have  taken  every  opportunity  to  defraud  him  and  usurp  his  honors. 
His  chosen  confidants  and  associates  seem,  in  almost  all  instances,  to 
have  turned  out  plunderers  and  knaves !  What  a  comment  on  the 
integrity  of  his  followers ! !  One  Horton  Howard,  an  agent  for  the 
Western  country,  sold  in  three  and  a  half  years  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars worth  of  rights  !  In  order  to  get  a  settlement  with  him,  Thom- 
son was  obliged  "  to  sacrifice  about  seven  eighths  of  what  should 
have  been  coming  to  me"  (him) ! 

Thomson  appears  never  to  have  studied  medicine  at  all,  in  any  of 
its  branches.  All  his  discoveries  he  claims  to  have  fished  up  from 
the  depths  of  his  own  understanding  ;  though  his  knowledge  of  dis- 
ease and  of  remedies,  (such  as  it  is,)  has  evidently  been  picked  up 
among  the  grandmothers  and  nurses  of  our  country — those  living  re- 
positories of  traditional  medical  lore,  for  whom  we  entertain,  of 
course,  a  most  profound  respect.  Though  very  clearly  a  man  of 
considerable  shrewdness,  and  for  aught  we  know,  mainly  honest  in 
his  intentions,  he  gives  proofs  of  the  most  perfect  ignorance  of  what 
we  call  medical  science.  He  shows  himself  entirely  unacquainted 
even  with  botany,  about  which  his  followers  make  such  a  flourish. 
When  applying  for  his  first  patent  in  1813,  he  was  obliged  to  go  to 
Dr.  Mitchell  for  the  botanical  names  of  the  plants  he  used.  As  it 
regards  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  chemistry,  &tc,  they  are 
not  even  mentioned  in  his  book,  except  so  far  as  they  are  under- 
stood or  wi's-understood  by  matrons  and  nurses.  He  says  not  one 
word  from  which  we  may  infer  that  he  ever  saw  the  interior  of  a 
man.  He  professes  great  success  in  surgery  and  midwifery,  as  well 
as  physic,  notwithstanding. 

What  may  be  called  Doctor  Thomson's  theory,  invented  by  him- 
self, (we  call  him  doctor  to  show  that  we  are  willing  to  share  the 
honor  of  the  title  with  any  body  who  claims  it,)  seems  to  be  a  muti- 
lated copy  of  a  very  ancient  one,  originally  the  property  of  one  Hip- 
pocrates, (who  lived  some  three  thousand  years  ago,)  the  remains  of 
which  are  still  to  be  traced  among  the  medical  wiseacres  of  our  land 
— those  skilled  in  traditional  medical  knowledge.  It  had  its  birth,  of 
course,  before  the  dawn  of  accurate  science.  We  give  the  gist  of 
the  theory,  as  discovered  by  Dr.  Thomson,  in  his  own  words. 

"I  found,  after  maturely  considering  the  subject,  that  all  animal 
bodies  are  formed  of  the  four  elements,  earth,  air.  fire  and  water. 
Earth  and  water  constitute  the  solids,  and  air  and  fire,  or  heat,  are 
the  cause  of  life  and  motion.     That  cold,  or  lessening  the  power  of 
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heat,  is  the  cause  of  all  disease ;  that  to  restore  heat  to  its  natural 
state  was  the  only  way  in  which  health  could  be  produced  ;  that  the 
constitutions  of  all  mankind  being  essentially  the  same,  and  differing 
only  in  the  different  temperament  of  the  same  materials  of  which 
they  are  composed  ;  it  appeared  clearly  to  my  mind,  that  all  disease 
proceeded  from  one  general  cause,  and  might  be  cured  by  one  gen- 
eral remedy  ;  that  a  slate  of  perfect  health  arises  from  a  due  balance 
or  temperature  of  the  four  elements  ;  but  if  it  is  by  any  means  de- 
stroyed, the  body  is  more  or  less  disordered.  And  when  this  is  the 
case,  there  is  always  an  actual  diminution  or  absence  of  the  element 
of  fire  or  heat;  and  in  proportion  to  this  diminution  or  absence,  the 
body  is  affected  by  its  opposite,  which  is  cold.  And  I  found  that  all 
the  disorders  which  the  human  family  were  afflicted  with,  however 
various  the  symptoms,  and  different  the  names  by  which  (hey  are 
called,  arise  directly  from  obstructed  perspiration,  which  is  always 
caused  by  cold,  or  want  of  heat ;  for  if  there  is  a  natural  heat,  it  is 
impossible  but  (here  must  be  a  natural  perspiration." 

All  this,  or  rather  the  original  of  all  (his,  (for  (he  copy  is  muiila(ed 
and  imperfect,)  is  ingenious  enough,  when  it  is  considered  as  the 
product  of  pure  reflection,  without  the  aid  of  observaiion  and  experi- 
ment, or  the  lights  of  modern  science,  (and  it  should  be  so  consid- 
ered in  the  case  of  Hipupcrates,  the  author;)  but  what  are  we  to 
say  of  such  wretched  stuff,  put  forth,  at  this  day,  as  true  and  original 
doctrine?  "I  found,"  says  Dr.  Thomson,  and  "I  found,"  he  re- 
peats; but  how  did  ho  find  what  he  describes?  why,  by  "maturely 
considering  the  subject!"  And  is  this  the  way  to  analyze  a  man's 
frame  ?  Why  did  he  not  first  look  into  the  human  body,  and  then  tell 
us  what  it  is  made  of,  instead  of  staring  on  iis  outside,  and  after- 
wards "  maturely  considering"  its  composition?  Really,  wc  feel 
that  we  are  consenting  to  an  act  of  humiliation  in  exposing  such  ob- 
vious absurdity — such  nonsense,  thrice  distilled.  To  tell  the  truth, 
we  feel  ashamed  of  ourselves,  ashamed  of  our  common  nature,  and 
ashamed  even  of  our  country,  that  circumstances,  aye,  that  public 
opinion,  should  require  of  us  this  exposure.  What  school  boy  does 
not  know  that  neither  of  the  above  named  elements  are  elements, 
with  the  exception  of  heat  ?  Earth  consists  of  more  than  sixty  ele- 
ments ;  air,  of  at  least  three,  oxygen,  nitrogen,  and  carbonic  acid 
gas  ;  and  water  of  two,  oxygen  and  hydrogen. 

"  Cold,"  the  doctor  continues,  "is  the  cause  of  all  disease" — for 
instance,  fever,  itch,  small  pox,  the  inflammation  which  follows  a 
scald,  salivation  from  calomel,  and,  we  suppose,  broken  bones  and 
pregnancy,  for  we  have  noticed  that  Thomsonians  steam  for  both  ! 
But  if  cold  is  such  an  enemy  to  life,  how  happens  it  that  people 
should  live  in  Lapland,  or  why  should  they  die  under  the  equator? 
But  the  doctor  himself  says,  in  another  place,  that  bad  food  is  a  cause 
of  disease,  and  in  another  that  filth  is  a  cause,  and  in  a  hundred 
other  places,  that  sickness  is  produced  by  the  "  regular  doctors  !" 
On  one  occasion,  he  estimates  that  nine  tenths  of  all  the  sickness  of 
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Our  country  is  caused  by  calomel,  opium,  antimony  and  the  lancet  !* 
Can  it  be  necessary  to  say  more  of  Thomson's  theory  ? 

Thomson's  principal  remedies  are  the  following.  We  prefix  the 
numbers  and  names  by  which  they  are  known. — No.  1.  Lobelia. 
No.  2.  Capsicum,  or  red  pepper.  No.  3.  The  bark  of  the  root  of 
the  bayberry,  and  the  inner  bark  of  the  hemlock  tree.  No.  4.  A 
spirituous  infusion  of  bitter  herb,  (balmony,)  barberry  bark  and  pop- 
lar bark.  No.  5.  A  decoction  of  poplar  bark,  bayberry  and  peach 
meats,  or  cherry  stone  meats,  with  sugar,  Stc.  No.  6.  High  wines, 
myrrh,  cayenne,  and  sometimes  spirits  of  turpentine.  Composition 
powder.  Bayberry,  hemlock,  ginger,  cayenne,  and  cloves.  Nerve 
powder.  The  root  of  the  lady's  slipper. 

These  medicines,  together  with  the  use  of  steam,  are  embraced  in 
Dr.  Thomson's  patent.  All  of  them,  or  nearly  all,  have  been  used 
in  medical  or  domestic  practice  for  a  very  long  time,  certainly  be- 
fore Thomson  was  born.  Even  the  lobelia,  which  he  claims  as  pe- 
culiarly his  own,  has  been  known,  in  its  more  obvious  properties,  ever 
since  the  settlement  of  this  country.  It  is  a  very  active  medicine, 
even  dangerous  when  indiscreetly  used,  but  has  valuable  properties 
in  its  place.  It  has  been  occasionally  employed  by  regular  physi- 
cians for  more  than  half  a  century.  Capsicum,  too,  is  a  valuable 
remedy  in  certain  cases,  and  has  been  a  favorite  medicine  with  some 
physicians  for  more  than  a  century  ;  though,  (it  is  unnecessary  to 
say,)  it  is  not  a  specific.  As  for  the  other  articles,  it  is  sufficient  to 
mention  them  in  a  general  way.  They  are  none  of  them  of  very 
much  value  as  medicines ;  though  all  have  been  employed  by  phy- 
sicians or  nurses  for  a  long  period,  some  of  them  time  out  of  mind. 

Thomson  and  his  followers  have  much  to  say  about  there  being 
vegetables  enough  in  every  country  to  cure  the  diseases  incident  to 
its  climate.  When  asserting  this,  they  probably  forget  that  capsi- 
cum, of  which  they  make  constant  use,  is  not  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, or  even  of  the  United  States.  For  some  very  queer  reasons, 
Thomson  even  condemns  that  which  is  cultivated  at  the  south. 
Myrrh  and  cloves,  too,  grow  no  nearer  us  than  Arabia  and  the  East 
Indies,  and  ginger  as  far  off  at  least,  as  Mexico.  Of  the  eight  com- 
pounds which  Thomson  has  patented,  four  of  them  (Nos.  2,  5,  and 

*  The  Thomsonians  profess  to  use  only  vegetable  remedies,  and  denounce  nil 
minerals  as  poisonous.  They  seem  not  to  be  aware  that  many  minerals  consiitnte 
a  necessary  part  oi'  our  nutriment.  Common  salt  is  a  mineral — of  course  "  pois- 
onous." This  "poison"  however  is  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  fluids  of  the  an- 
imal system.  Lime,  magnesia,  sulphur,  and  other  "minerals,  are  constituent  pans 
of  animal  bodies,  and  every  drop  of  blood  is  found  to  contain  iron.  The  princi- 
pal portion  of  bones — that  on  which  their  strength  depends — is  a  mineral.  What 
a  frightfully  "poisonous"  composition  is  the  human  system  !  Had  the  wisdom  of 
Thomsonians  been  employed  in  the  creation  of  man,  surely  he  would  have  been 
formed  of  purer  and  more  harmless  elements. 

The  shell  of  an  egg  is  principally  of  mineral  composition,  and  a  fowl  confined 
entirely  to  a  vegetable  diet  lays  an'egg  without  any  shell.  We  mention  this  fact 
to  illustrate  the  benefits  of  a  pure  "  Botanic"  diet. 
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6,  and  "composition  powder")  always,  and  iwo  others  (Nos.  3  and 
4,)  occasionally,  contain  articles  of  foreign  growth  ! 

It  is  mentioned,  too,  by  the  botanic  faculty,  as  an  insurmountable 
objection  to  the  regular  physicians,  that  they  conceal  their  knowledge 
and  deceive  their  patients  by  the  use  of  hard,  jaw-breaking  names. 
But  what  are  we  to  say  of  the  patent  doctors,  who  are  so  afraid  of 
names  of  any  kind,  because  they  sometimes  betray  secrets,  that  they 
designate  their  medicines  by  numbers  and  arbitrary  terms  invented 
for  the  purpose,  whose  signification  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain,  ex- 
cept by  the  purchase  of  a  "  right,"  or  by  accident,  as  in  the  case  of 
ourselves.  The  technical  terms  used  by  physicians  are  the  received 
terms  of  science,  whose  meaning  may  be  learned  by  any  one  igno- 
rant of  it,  by  looking  into  such  books  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  hands 
of  every  medical  man,  and  in  every  book-store.  Such  terms  are  a 
lock  to  which  every  one  has,  or  may  have,  the  key  ;  whereas,  num- 
bers are  a  lock  to  which  there  is  no  key,  except  to  the  initiated,  or 
purchaser  of  a  right.  Here,  again,  we  feel  that  the  duty  of  expo- 
sing such  pitiful  objections  is  a  degrading  one  ;  but  it  has  been  im- 
posed upon  us  by  authority  which  we  could  not  disregard.  A  hun- 
dred other  objections,  like  those  already  noticed,  we  might  exam- 
ine— but  we  forbear. 

We  shall  allude  but  to  one  other  topic.  Much  odium  has  been 
cast  on  our  profession  by  fixing  on  it  an  unpopular  name.  It  has 
been  urged,  sometimes  with  great  vehemence,  that  our  medical 
laws  ought  to  be  repealed]  because  they  make  the  practice  of  physic 
a  monopoly.  This,  possibly,  may  be  brought  forward  as  a  reason, 
(a  poor  one  enough,  as  we  have  already  shown,)  by  those  who  are 
not  themselves  engaged  in  a  monopoly  ;  but  how  can  the  friends  of 
the  botanic  system,  (as  it  is  fondly  called,)  plead  thus,  when  that 
same  system  is  the  most  perfect  monopoly  in  the  world.  No  man 
has  liberty  to  employ  Thomson's  medicines,  in  the  manner  described 
in  his  patent,  without  purchasing  a  "right  !"  Let  a  person's  disease 
or  suffering  be  what  it  may,  let  him  be  in  the  agony  of  death  even, 
and  a  sympathizing  friend  cannot  so  much  as  prepare  and  administer 
a  single  grain  of  Thomson's  No.  1,  without  exposing  himself  to  a 
prosecution.  Should  Doctor  Thomson  himself  be  sent  for  in  such 
a  case,  he  would  not  give  a  single  particle  of  medicine,  (such  has 
been  his  course  for  many  years,  as  declared  in  his  "  Narrative,")  un- 
less a  right,  costing  twenty  dollars,  should  forthwith  he  purchased. 
Was  there  ever  so  unwarrantable  a  use  made  of  law  ?*  If  Thom- 
son's system  possess  but  a  tithe  of  the  value  which  his  advocates 
claim  for  it,  he  is  beyond  all  comparison  the  greatest  monopolist  in 
the  land.      He  holds  in  his  fist  a  power  which  it  is  not  easy  to  esti- 


•  Wc  have  before  adverted  lo  (he  fact  stated  by  Dr.  Thomson,  that  one  of 
his  agent*  lor  the  Western  country,  realized  eighty  thousand  dollars  for  bib  sales 
in  three  and  a  half  years.  During  the  same  period  the  rights  sold  by  other  agents 
named  by  him,  produced  an  enormous  amount.  Yet  his  disciples  ask  for  legisla- 
tion against  medical  monopolies ! 
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mate,  anil  which  should  never  be  entrusted  to  any  one  man  in  this 
republican  country.  He  has  a  certain  patent  mode  of  curing  all 
diseases,  of  removing  every  pain  and  infirmity  ;  but  no  one  can  de- 
rive any  benefit  from  it,  either  for  himself  or  his  friends,  should  his 
poverty  or  his  principles  forbid  his  paying  twenty  dollars  for  a  patent! 
Let  those  who  talk  so  much  of  "equal  rights"  ponder  this  matter. 

A  botanical  doctor's  monopoly  is  founded  entirely  on  purchase. 
His  patent  right  is  his  license.  Secure  in  the  exclusive  possession  of 
this,  and  intrenched  by  laws  which  operate  as  though  made  expressly 
for  his  benefit,  he  laughs  at  competition,  and  bids  defiance  to  the 
world.  He  needs  no  study,  no  science,  no  knowledge,  no  sense, 
nothing  but  ample  means  of  purchase,  and  he  is  a  member  of  Dr. 
Thomson's  "Friendly  Botanic  Society" — one  of  a  privileged  class — 
and  can  threaten  with  the  terrors  of  a  prosecution  all  such  as  attempt 
to  use  lobelia,  red  pepper  and  steam,  in  the  manner  that  he  does. 

If  our  profession,  then,  under  the  present  laws,  is  a  monopoly, 
Thomsonism  is  a  much  greater  one.  The  laws,  in  the  first  case, 
may  be  considered  as  reading  thus — No  man  who  shall  practice 
physic,  without  having  previously  studied  at  least  two  years,  been 
examined  as  to  his  qualifications,  and  received  a  certificate  of  his 
competency,  shall  be  allowed  to  collect  his  fees  by  process  of  law. 
In  the  second  case,  they  may  be  regarded  as  reading  thus — No  per- 
son shall  practice  as  a  botanic  doctor,  unless  he  shall  have  previously 
purchased  a  right  of  Dr.  Thomson,  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of 
a  prosecution  before  the  United  States  court.  As  the  present  move- 
ment in  regard  to  the  repeal  of  the  medical  laws  is  made  avowedly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  steam  fraternity,  we  would  ask  the  question 
whether  the  friends  of  this  movement  would  not  find  their  account 
in  dwelling  no  more  on  the  odiousness  of  monopolies? 

For  the  reasons  which  have  been  given  in  the  foregoing  pages,  we 
cannot  but  hope  that  the  legislators  of  this  highly  enlightened  state 
will  weigh  well  the  matter,  before  giving  their  solemn  sanction  to  what 
we,  in  our  hearts,  conceive  to  be  a  great  system  of  imposture.  We 
cannot  but  look  on  the  present  endeavor  to  procure  a  repeal  of  (he 
existing  medical  laws,  as  an  attempt  to  break  down  and  disgrace  the 
regular  medical  faculty  ;  to  bring  learning  and  science  into  discredit; 
and  to  build  up  on  the  ruins  thereof  a  set  of  idle  and  irresponsible 
men — adventurers  in  the  great  business  of  medical  imposture — who, 
as  a  body,  have  no  one  of  the  numerous  qualifications  which  we 
conceive  to  be  necessary  to  a  skillful  and  trusty  physician.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  this  attempt,  even  though  it  attain  its  immediate 
object,  will  prove  abortive  in  its  ultimate  aim.  Wo  know  that  this 
enlightened  community  will  never  countenance  quackery  as  a  gene- 
ral and  permanent  thing  ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  have  good  rea- 
son to  believe  that  many  honest  men  will  be  perplexed,  many  minds 
unhinged,  and  individual  opinion  in  hundreds  of  cases  unsettled 
should  the  present  excitement  against  medicine  as  a  science,  and  in 
favor  of  medicine  as  a  "gift,"  be  encouraged. 


PROCEEI 


# 


PRESIDENT  Hit  PI  I,  LOWS 


CONNECTICUT   MEDICAL    SOCIETY, 


I  N   G 0  N  V  E  NT IO N 


MAN  ,  1841. 


•         n  i  i'h    \  i  I    HE  MEMBERS  OF  i  IETY 


Il.VRTIfOKD  : 

J     I!"  LB  ROOK,    PR  IIS  ILK 

1841. 


mate,   and  which  should   never  1 
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diseases,  of  removing  every  pa 
rive  any  benefit  from  it,  either 
poverty  or  his  principles  forbii1 
Let  those  who  talk  so  much 
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\ulic  Annual,   Convention  of  lite  President  and  Fellows  oj  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  fa  Id  at  (til mini's  Hull,  in  Hart- 
ford.Muy  12,  1841  ; 

Certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows,  from  the  several  Coun- 
ties, were  presented,  as  follows : 


Hartford  County. 

Eli  Hall, 

George  W.  Sanford,  M.  I> 
Alfred  Kellogg, 
Simeon  Sfaurthff,  M.  I). 
Joseph  II.  Jcwctt. 

New  Haven  County. 

Isaac Goodsell, M.  I). 
Nathan  15.  Ives,  M.  D. 
<  lharles  Hooker,  AI.  D. 
Henry  Bronson,  AI.  1*. 
Wyllys  Woodruff,  M.  D. 

Nciv  London  County. 

Dyer  T.  Brainard,  M.  1). 
'James  Morgan,  1\I.  D. 
William  Hyde,  M.  D. 
Joseph  Durfey,  l\f.  D. 


Litchfield  County. 

Josiali  G.  Beckwhh,  AI.  D. 
Reuben  AI.  Woodruff  AI.  I> 
Wells  Beardsley,  M.  I>. 
Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  I». 
A.  M.  Huxley,  AI.  D. 

Windham  County 

Asi  Witter,  AI.  P. 
William  Hutchins,M.  !> 
William  Witter,  M.  D. 

Eleazer  Litchfield. 
-William  Webb,  AI.  D. 

Fairfield  County 

►H.N.Bennett, 
Sturges  Bulkley,  AI.  D. 
•  A.  L.  Williams,  M.  D 

!  Samuel  S.  N<  tyes, 


'Benjamin  F.  Stoddard,  AI.  IV    Russcl  B.  Botsford. 


Middlesex  County. 

Thomas  Alincr.  AI.  P. 
SethL.  Child,  AI.  P. 
Elisha  B.  Nye. 


Tolland  County. 

Timothv  Dimoek.  AI.  1>. 
Jabez  L.  White,  Jr.  M.  D. 
Abijah  Ladd.  AI.  D. 


"Abscut  iVom  tli>   Convi'iuiou. 


The  Resident,  Silas  Fuller,  M,  P.  declined  a  re-election,  and 
made  the  following  communication : 

Gentlemen  : — In  taking  leave  of  this  Society,  and  the  office 
your  partiality  has  repeatedly  conferred,  suffer  me  to  return  you 
my  unaffected  thanks  for  these  expressions  of  your  kind  feelings 
and  confidence.  My  election  to  the  Presidency  for  the  past 
year,  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  Convention,  was  received 
with  much  gratification,  as  it  might  be  considered  not  only  as  an 
approval  of  my  professional  character  generally,  but  as  approba- 
ting particularly  the  manner  in  which  I  had  discharged  the  duties 
of  a  public  appointment,  then  recently  relinquished.  For  these, 
and  other  tokens  of  approbation,  indulge  me  in  saying  I  feel  the 
most  lively  sense  of  gratitude.  In  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties,  I  have  dismissed  all  sectional  feelings,  kept  the  good  of 
the  Society  constantly  in  view,  and  put  forth  my  most  strenuous 
efforts  to  promote  its  best  interests. 

The  interests  of  this  institution  are  intimately  connected  with 
public  and  individual  happiness.  It  aims  to  place  the  profession 
of  medicine  on  the  solid  basis  of  inductive  philosophy,  and  give  it 
a  fixed  location  in  the  ranks  of  modern  science.  To  effect  these 
great  and  important  purposes,  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  hy- 
pothesis must  at  least  be  received  as  doubtful  authority,  and 
nothing  short  of  facts  suffered  to  mingle  with  the  constituent 
parts  of  our  doctrines,  or  in  any  way  influence  our  prescriptions. 
The  profession  has  of  late  been  much  engaged  in  these  pursuits, 
and  has  much  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  results.  Pathology 
has  at  no  time,  since  medicine  has  been  studied  as  a  science,  or 
practiced  as  an  art,  been  placed  on  so  solid  a  foundation,  or  so 
well  understood  as  at  the  present  time.  Much  improvement  has 
been  made  in  medicine  and  surgery  within  the  last  forty  years, 
more  perhaps  than  for  many  centuries  previous.  In  medicine, 
fixed  and  solid  doctrines  have  been  discovered,  and  their  appli- 
cations ascertained  by  the  laborious  method  of  experiment  and 
induction.  More  efficient  and  more  agreeable  remedies  have 
been  introduced,  and  successfully  administered.  In  surgery, 
new  and  approved  modes  of  operating  have  been  employed, 
which  have  not  only  shortered  the  period  and  lessened  the  pain 
of  the  operation,  but  greatly  accelerated  the  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient. The  successful  results  of  these  improvements  are  proved 
by  the  statistics  of  different  countries.  By  these  it  is  shown 
that  the  average  period  of  human  life  has  been  much  extended, 
that  a  vast  amount  of  human  misery  has  been  alleviated,  and 
that  many  diseases  which  were  formerly  considered  incurable, 
have  readily  yielded  to  new  and  efficient  modes  of  treatment. 
Among  these  last  may  be  noticed,  Insanity.     It  is  but  recently 


that  the  pathology  of  this  disease  lias  been  so  far  understood  as 
to  enable  the  profession  to  prescribe  with  any  certainty  of  suc- 
cess. As  soon  as  its  pathological  varieties  were  understood,  it 
was  at  once  brought  under  the  control  of  science,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  remedial  agents.  The  profession  first  suggested  the 
possibility  of  instructing  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  arts  of  read- 
ing and  writinj; — of  teaching  them  the  manner  of  communicating 
by  signs — of  furnishing  the  mind  with  abstract  ideas,  and  lead- 
ing tliem  from  nature,  through  the  paths  of  systematic  instruc- 
tion, up  to  a  knowledge  of  nature's  God.  Also  of  teaching  the 
blind  to  read  and  write;  thus  while  the  mute  was  taught  the 
mysteries  of  the  invisible,  the  blind  was  brought  in  connectim 
with  the  physical  world.  For  these  improvements,  the  com- 
munity arc  mostly  indebted  to  the  medical  profession  ;  and  so 
far  as  our  State  participates  in  these  blessings,  to  the  members 
of  (he  Medical  Society,  both  collectively  and  individually. 

In  contemplating  these  improvi  my  mind  has  been  led 

to  notice  an  event  which  my  I"  I  not  suffer  me  to  pass 

over  in  silence — an  event  whii  h  has  occurred  Buice  our  la-; 
sion,  and    has   removed  "far  from  us"  one  of  our  most  worthy 
and  efficient  members;  whose  ardor  in  t!>  ■  cause  of  humanity, 
and  whose  efforts  for  the  establishment  of  behevolenl  institu 
and  the  promotion  of  medical  science,  have  d  \;  r  been  suffered 
to  abate  during  a  long  period  of  3    ars.     It  is  unnecesfary  to  saj 
I  allude  to  the  death  of  our  late  Pre  ident,  Dr.  T 
whose  name  is  identified  with  this  society — with  all  the  humane 
and   benevolent  institutions  of  this,  and   1  may  with  much  pro- 
priety, add  those  of  the  New  England  States,     li  would  be  su- 
perfluous fin-  me  to  say  much  of  a   man  who  has  so   reo  nth 
presided  over  your  deliberations,  and  whose  shining  moral  and 
social   qualities  are  so   well  known  to  the  Society.     It   is  well 
known  with  what  enthusiasm  he  devoted  himself  to  the  pi 
sion — that  he  studied  much,  and  with  increasing  efforts  for  the 
advancement  of  medical  science.     To  promote  this,  he  was  em- 
inently qualified  by  his   extensive   learning,   and   particularly   bj 
his  knowledge  of  so  many  languages.     In  addition  to  hi 
qnaintance  with  the  Greek  and  Latin,  which  are  taught  in 
Colleges,  he  was   familiar  with   the  Hebrew,    French,   Italian. 
Spanish,  and  German  languages.     In   this  last   he   spoke  di 
the  delirium  of  his  last  sickness,  and  seemed  surprised  thai  he  was 
not  understood.     He  was  among  the  most  active  founders  of  the 
Connecticut  Retreat     This,  with  those  of  W 
town,  and  Brattleborough,   he  was   in  the  habit  of  vis. ting,  and 
spending  much  time  with  their  Superintendents.  man 

of  kind  feelings,  and  a  benevolent  heart.  Dr.  M.  was  much  dis- 
diMuiguished   for  his  high   hi'  rarj  and  intellectual  al 


but  not  more  so  >  than  for  his  truly  Christum  character,  as  ex- 
emplified in  his  life  and  conversation,  and  his  unshaken  confjjlenee 
in  (lie  promises  of  the  gospel,  and  in  the  assurances  it  gives  of  a 
joyful  resurrection. 

I  have  only  to  add  my  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  this 
Institution — my  anxious  desires  for  its  advancement  in  medical 
science — and  my  prayers  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
its  members. 

1 .  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered 
to  Silas  Fuller,  M.  D.  for  the  honorable  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  President  of  this  Society,  and  also  for  his 
communication  to  this  meeting ;  and  that  a  copy  be  requested,  to 
be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  informality  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
New  London  County  Medical  Society,  shall  not  debar  the  Fellows 
from  acting  in  this  meeting. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

ELIJAH  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D.  President. 
LUTHER  TICKNOR,  M.  D.  Vice  President. 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.  Secretary. 
VIRGIL  M.  DOW,  M.  D.   Treasurer. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Dow,  Dr.  Hooker  was  appointed  Treasu- 
rer pro.  tern.  The  Treasurer's  Report  was  presented, accepted, 
and  the  sum  often  dollars  allowed  for  his  services. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed : 

Elijah  Middlebrook.  M.  D.  cx  officio. 

Luther  Ticnor,  M.  D.  r,  ,     •., 

t\         T    t>  i\,r    -n  Committee 

Dyer    1.  Urainard,  M.  D.  \  c 

Earl  Swift,  M.  D.  \     w        ■     r 

t  m    t\  -mi    t\  Examination. 

Jeremiah    1.  Denison,  M,  D. 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.  j 

William  S.  Pierson,  M.  D.  "}  Corn,  to  nomin 

Stumses  Bulkley,  M.  D.  [    ate  Professors 

Isaac  Goodshll,  M.  D.  )>  in  the  Medical 

Josiati  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D  Institution  of 

Rufus  Turner,  M.  D.  J     Yale  College. 

Eli  Ives,  M.  D.  "I     Committee  to 

Eleazer  B.  Downing,  M.  D.  j   nominate  Phi; 

Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  D.  )-sicianof  the  Re 
Richard  Warnf.j:,  M.  D  treat  for  tin 

Georgf.  Summeij,  M.  D.  J  Insane. 


3.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  can- 
didates for  Honorary  Degrees,  and  Honorary  Membership. 

Mrs.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  ^  f  Russell  B.  Bbtsford 

George  W.  Sanford.      I    Com-  )    William  Witter, 

1  >s  er  T.  Brainard,  .'  milter.  )     Thomas  Miner, 

Reuben  M.  Woodruff,  J  ^  Jabcz  L.  White,  Jr. 

4.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  I* 
bentures. 

Drs.  Joseph  Durfey     i 

AbijahLadd,        >    Commdtu . 
Asa  Witter,         ) 

Dr.  Amanah  Brigham  read  a  Dissertation  on  Insanity.  a»  a  sub- 
ject of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered 
to  Dr.  Brigham,  for  his  very  able  and  interesting  Dissertation,  and 
that  he  be  requested  to  leave  a  copy  with  the  Secretary,  to  be 
placed  on  file. 

G.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  a 
Disscrtator  for  the  next  Convention. 

Drs.  Josiah  G.  Beckwith.     i 

Sturgcs  Bulklcy,  Committee. 

Henry  Bronson,  J 

Statistical  returns  of  births  and  deaths  were  made  from  the 
several  Counties,  and  it  was 

7.  Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  one  from 
each  County. 

Drs.  Charles  Hooker,  ^j  (  Sturges  Bulkley, 

Simeon  ShurtlifT,  1  Com-     J    Eleazer  Litchfield, 

William  Hyde,  f  mittec.     i    Seth  L.  Child, 

Wells  Bcardslcy,  J  ^  Timothy  Dimock. 

The  Committee  on  the  sixth  resolution  nominated  Dr.  Charles 
Woodward,  of  Middlctown,  and  he  was  accordingly  appointed. 

The  Students  recommended  by  the  several  County  meetings, 
io  attend  gratuitously  the  ensuing  course  of  lectures  in  the  M<  di 
eal  Institution  of  Yale  College,  are,  Samuel  B.  Fuller,  Hartford; 
David  A.  Tyler,  New  Haven;  Ossian  Sumner.  New  London; 
William  M.  Curtiss,  Fairfield;  Edward  P.  Lyman,  Litchfield; 
Gilbei  i  Pullei .  Wuidhum  ;  Horace  Burr,  Middlesex  :  Horatio  T. 
Wells,  Tolland 


The  Committee  on  the  third  resolution,  recommended  Eli  Hall, 
of  East  Hartford ;  Joseph  F.  Jewett,  of  Granby ;  and  Eleazer 
Litchfield,  of  Woodstock ;  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale 
College,  as  candidates  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine  ;  and  Willard  Parker,  M.  D.  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
as  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

The  Committee  on  the  seventh  resolution  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  accepted  and  passed  :  "  That  the  reports  of 
Bills  of  Mortality,  communicated  to  this  Convention,  be  committed 
to  the  Secretary,  to  be  published  at  his  discretion." 

The  Committee  on  the  fourth  resolution  reported  a  bill  which 
was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  present  to  the 
General  Assembly  the  subject  of  a  State  Bill  of  Mortality,  and 
endeavor  to  procure  the  passage  of  an  Act  for  the  registration  of 
deaths,  and  their  causes;  and  also  to  attend  to  any  other  subject 
which  may  come  before  the  Legislature,  relating  to  the  interests 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

George  Sumner,  ) 

Archibald  Welch,        >    Committee. 


David  S.  Dodge. 


s 


9.  Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  Pest  Houses,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  this  Convention  by  the  New  London  County  Medical 
Society,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  which  was  appointed  under 
the  eighth  resolution. 

10.  Resolved,  That  we  respect  the  memory  of  Thomas  Miner, 
M.  D.  late  President  of  this  Society ;  and  tliat  we  deplore  his 
death  as  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  Society,  to  our  profession  gene- 
rally, and  to  the  public. 

A  report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  for  1840-41,  was 
presented  to  the  Convention  by  Professor  Hooker,  Secretary  of 
the  Committee  of  Examination.  The  report  contained  the  names 
of  the  Graduates  and  Licentiates,  and  the  subjects  of  their  Dis- 
sertations. Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D.  of  Salisbury,  delivered  the 
Annual  Address  to  the  candidates,  and  Earl  Swift,  M.  D.  of 
Mansfield,  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  Address  at  the  examina- 
tion in  1842. 

11.  Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  be  laid  on  each  member 
of  this  Society,  and  that  it  become  due  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

Archibald  Welch.  Secretary. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


HONORARY  MLJIBilRj. 


'Felix   Pascal  is, 
James  Jackson, 
John   C.   Warren, 
"Samuel   L.   Mitciii.i  i 
David   Hosack, 
*Wkight  Post, 
Benjamin   Sili.iman, 
George  M'Clellan, 
•John  Mackie, 
"Charles  Eldiuih li 
Theodore  Komeyn    Beck 
James  Tiiatcim  B 
'■Joseph    White, 
'VVm.  I'     Dewees, 
Edward    Dllafield, 
John    Delamateii, 
Walter  Channiim. 
Jacob  Bigelow, 
Phi  lit   Sync;   Physh 
♦Lewis  Heerman, 
Daniel  Drake, 
Henry  Mitchell, 
Nathan  Ryno    Smi  i  h  . 
Valentine  INIott, 
Samuel  White, 
Reuben  D.    Mussey, 
William  Tully, 

IllCHMOND     BrOWNL  LI, 

Wm.  Beaumont, 

Samuel  Henri    Dickinson, 

Samuel   Bayard   Woodn  w;i> 

John   Stearns, 

Stephen   W.    William 

Henry  Green, 

George   Frost, 

Willard   Parker, 


JVeto  York, 

Boston,  Mass. 

JVew  York, 


JVew  HaV( « 
Philadelphia    l'u 
Providence,  R    I 

h'.ust  (ii< ,  ntoich,  R    I 

llbany,  JV.   Y 

Plymouth,  Mass 

Char,)  Valley,  JV.   Y. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Nets  York, 

Hitloughby,  JV.  Y 

Boston,  Mass- 
it         (i 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.   S.  JYavy. 
Cincinnati,    Ohio. 
Yorwich,  JV.  Y 

Baltimore,  Md. 
JVew  York. 
Hudson,  JV.    Y 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
.V<  is  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  J. 
U.   S.  Army. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
.Vtie  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  JV.   Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
Atio  York. 


Decease  J. 
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ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 

The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  by  age,  are  in  Italics  : 
the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  the  Society,  are  in  Capitals. 

HARTFORD     COUNTY. 

Silas  Fuller,  M.  D.  Hartford,   Chairman. 
Gurdon  W.    Russell,  M.    D.    Hartford,    Clerk. 


Hartford,  SILAS  FULLER,  George 
Sumner,  John  L.  Comstock,  Edward  P. 
Terry,  David  S.Dodge,  Henry  Holmes, 
George  O.  Sumner,  James  Bercsford, 
Samuel  B.  Beresibrd,  George  B.  Haw- 
ley,  E.  E.  Marcy,  Gurdon  W.  Russell, 
Amariah  Brigham,  David  Crary,  Pinek- 
ney  W.  Ellsworth,  Benjamin  Rogers, 
E.  K.  Hunt. 

West  Hartford,  Warren  A.  Fuller,  Edward 
Brace. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  Horatio  Gridley,  Sylvester  Bulk- 
ley. 

Neto  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  Lucius  B 
Woodruff,  John  R.  Lee. 

Bloomfield,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Bristol,  Jared  W.  Pardee,  Otis  W 
Camp. 

Burlington,  Edward  Fields,  Wm.  Elton, 
2d,  Jeremiah  Burwell. 

Canton,  Benudatn  Kasson, Hazen 

Collensville ,  Samuel  W.  Brown,  Russell 
Tiffany. 

East  Hartford,  Timothy  Hall,  Pardon 
Brownell,  Eli  Hall. 

East  Windsor,  Elijah  F.  Reed,  Horace 
C.  Gillett. 

Scantick,  Hiram  Watson. 


Warcltouse  Point,  James  H.  Morton,  Win. 

Daniels. 
Wapping,  William  Scott. 
Enfield,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spalding. 
Farmington,  Asahel  Thompson,  E.  W. 

Carrington,  Julius  Willard,  Chauncey 

Brown. 
Glastenbury,  Ralph  Carter. 
South  Glastenbury,  Daniel  Holt, 

Andrus. 
Eastbury,  Sabin  Stocking. 
Granby,  Jarius  Case,  Daniel  Benjamin, 

Joseph  F.  Jewett. 
East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
West  Granby,  Justin  D .  Wilcox. 
Hartland,  Wm.  H.  Huggins. 
Manchester,  Wm.  C.  Williams. 
Marlboro',  S.  W.   Mcintosh. 
Simsbury,    Augustus  R.   Case,    Simeon 

Shirtliff. 
Tarijfville,  George  W.  Sanford. 
Southington,  Julius  S.  Barnes,  Timothy 

Jones,  Frederick  A.  Hart. 
Suffield,  Asaph  L.  Bissell,  Sumner  Ives. 
Wethersfield,  Archibald  Welch,  Ashbel 

Robertson,  Erastus  F.  Cooke. 
Rocky  Hill,  Daniel  Fuller,  Ashbel  W.  Bar- 
rows. 
Windsor,  Wm.  S.  Picrson,  T.  Sill. 


NEW     HAVEN      COUNTY, 


76" 


Isaac  Goodsell,  M.  D.  Woodbridge,   Chairman 
E.  Huggins  Bishop,  M.  D.  New  Haven,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  John  Skinner,  Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Timothy  P.  Beers, 
S.  Punderson,  Virgil  M.  Dow,  Alfred  S. 
Monson,  John  II.  Kain,  Charles  Hook- 
er, Henry  B.  Porter,  Josiah  F.  Hunt, 
Nathan  B.  Ives,  E.  Huggins  Bishop, 
William  T.  Peters,  Daniel  II.  Moore, 
Erasmus  D.  North,  John  Augustus  Tot- 
ten,  Lucius  A.  Thomas,  Levi  Ivos,  Otis 
D.  Goodrich,  Plincy  A.  Jewett. 

Wcstvillc,  Phiucas  T  Miller. 


Branfohd,   Willoughby   L.   Lay,  Myron 

R.  Hubbard. 
Cheshire,  Asa  J.  Driggs. 
Derby,  Josiah  M.  Colburn. 
Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsloy. 
HumphreysvUle,  Abiram  Stoddard,  Sheldon 

C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall.  Thomas 

Stoddard. 
East  Haven,  Bcla  Famham. 
Fair    Haven,    Lester   Keep,  Charles  S. 

Thomson. 
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Guilford,  Joel  Canfi  IJ,  Eli  ha  Hutchin- 
son, Alvan  Talcott. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 

Meriden,  Wyllys  WoodnnY,  Arza  An- 
drews. 

Middlebury,  Jacob  Linsley. 

Miirord,  Hull  Allen,  Lucius  N.  Beards- 
ley. 

North  Branfnrd.  Sheldon  Boardsley. 

North  Haven,  Alison  Moody,  Chauucey 
15.  Foote. 

Orange. 

<  (xford,  Noah  Stone,  John  Lownsbury 


Prospect,  Aaron  Austin 

Sonthlmry.  Anthony  I!.  BarrilL 

South  Britain,  Nathan  C.  Baldwin. 

Wauingfbrd,  Lyinan  Parker,  Benjamin  F. 
Harrison. 

Watcrbury,  Joseph  Porter,  Daniel  Porter. 
Henry  Bronson,  David  Pritchard,  Gid- 
eon L.  Piatt. 

Naugatuck,  Lucien  Spencer. 

Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodst  II,  Andrew  Cas- 
tle. S~  ,«v 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington.         O  ^ 


NEW     LONDON     COUNTY. 

Avery  Downer,  M.  D.  Preston,  Chairman. 
Kurus  W.  Mathewson,  M.  1).  Norwich,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Elisha  North,  Archibald 
Mercer,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel 
S.  Perkins.  James  Morgan,  Isaac  (i. 
Porter,  William  W.  Miner. 

Bozrah,  San 1  Johnson. 

Colchester,  JOHN  R.  WATROUS,  F./.c- 
kiel  Parsons.  Frederick  Morgan. 

Fast  Lyme,  John  I..  Smitli,  Austin  F.  Per- 
kins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

(iriswohl. 

Jcwrtt  (it)/,  Luciuo  Tyler,  John  C. Tib- 
bits,  Lewis  Phinney. 

Groton,  John  0.  Miner,  Joseph  Durfey. 

PorteTsville,  Benjamin  F.  Stoddard. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstoxk,  Erastus  Os. 
good,  David  Holmes. 

Lcdyard.  Robert  A.  Mauwarring. 

Qaiei  Ferry. 

I.ishon,  Vine  Smith. 

I. vine.  Richard  Noyes,  John  Noycs, 
Bartlett. 


Pleasant  Valley,  W    W.  J.  Warren. 

Hamburg,  John  C.  M.  Brockwoy. 

Montville,  Ephram  Fellows,  Henn  C 
Beardaley,  Jedcdiah  li.  Gay,  John  C. 
Bollea. 

North  StonuUTtOD,  Thomas  T.  Welles. 
Thomas  p,  Wattles. 

Norw  uli.  Ralph  Famsworth,  Worthington 
Hooker,  Chaancej  Bnrgese,  F.lij.-ih  liv- 
er, Joseph  Peabody,  Benjamin  T.Roatli, 
Ruins  W.  Mathewson. 

Norwich  Town,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  I 
Pbioney,  Jonathan  W.  Brooks. 

Preston,  Avery  Doom  r.  Eleazer  li.  Down- 
in-. 

PoqueUmotk,  Thomas  \\  .  ( loj 

Sal.  m,John  1'.  Fuller. 

Stonington,  William  RoUtuon,  William 
llwle,  (ieorge  K.  Palmer,  William 
Hyde,  Jr. 

Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 

Wuterford,  James  Rogers 


Ff 


P  \  i  it  ii  r.  i,  ii    c  o  r  xt  Y  . 

Daniel  Comstock,  M.  D.  Danbury.  Chairman. 
Stukges  Bclkley,  M.  D.  Monroe.  CJerk. 


Fairfiei.p,   Jeremiah   T.    Denison,   Ten 

Broeek,  Rufus  Blakemnn. 
Souihport,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bridgeport,   Samuel    Simons,   David  II. 

Na-li.  Samuel  Beach. 
Brooktiel.l.  Noah  I.  Laccy,  A.  1,  Williams, 

Edwin  Lacey. 
Danbury ,  Darnel  Conutoei    Russell  Ilots- 

lord,  E.  P  Bennett 


Bethel,  II.  N   Bennett. 

Daricn.  Warren  Percival 

Greenwich,    Bartow    F.   White     Darius 

Mead. 
Huntington.   James  H.   Shelton,  Joseph 

Tonumson. 
Monroe.    Stories    Bulkley,    Salmon    II 

II. ill 
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New  Canaan,   Samuel  S.  Noyes,  Lewis 

Richards. 
New  Fairfield,  David  S.  Barnum,  Sidney 

Lyman. 
Newtown,   Cyrenius  H.   Booth,   Erastus 

Erwin,  George  Judson,  Thomas  Dut 

ton,  William  Erwin. 
Norwalk,  John  A.  McLean,  Emery  Bis- 

sell,  Ira  Gregory. 
Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 
Bidgefield,  Nehemiah  Perry,  D.  Burr. 


Sherman,  Daniel  VV    Northrop. 
Stamford,  Chauncey  Ayres,  V.  Turner. 
North  Stamford,  Nathaniel  D.  Haight. 
Stratford,  William  T.  Shelton,  J.  Gould- 

ing. 
Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MWDLF.BROOK, 

Stephen  Middlebrook,  George  Dyer,  E. 

B.  Middlebrook. 
Weston,  Loyd  Secley,  James  Baldwin. 
Westport.  George  Biackman,  J.  Jauncey. 
Wilton,  David  Willard,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WINDHAM     COUNTY. 

Eleazer  Litchfield,  Woodstock,  Chairman. 
Wm.  Hutchins,  M.  D.  Brooklyn,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  Wm.  Hutchins,  Robert  P. 
Church.  James  B.  Whitcomh. 

Ashford,  Ezehiel  Simmer,  John  H.  Sim- 
mons, Selden  C.  Preston. 

Canterbury,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph  Pal- 
mer,  Lewis  G.  Phinney. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes,  Jr.,  Francis  A 
Brewster. 

Killingly,  Pennrl  Hulchins,  Justin  Ham- 
mond, Daniel  A.  Hovey,  David  E.  Hall, 
Henry  II.  Hough. 


Pomfret,  Hiram  Holt,  Francis  L.  Whea- 

ton,  Elisha  Williams. 
Plainfield,   Morey    Burgess,    William   H. 

Cogswell. 
Sterling,  Wm.  H.  Campbell. 
Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 
Voluntovvn,  Harvey  Campbell. 
Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  William  Webb, 

William   Witter.    Calvin  B     Brumley, 

Oliver  Kingsley,  Jr. 
Woodstock,  Asa  Wilier.  Lorenzo  Marry. 

Eleazer  Litchfield,  Milton  Bradford 


LITCHFIELD     COUNTY. 

Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  D.  Goshen,  Chairman. 
Josiaii  G.  Beck  with,  M.  D.  Litchfield,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  WILLIAM  BVF.L,  Samuel 
Buel,  Josiah  G.  Beckwith.  A.  S.  Lewis, 
J.  S.  Wolcott,  Reuben  M.  Woodruff. 

South  Farms,  G.  H.  Miner. 

Northfield,  B.  W.  Camp,  F.  S.  Woodward. 

Barkhamsted,  F.  B.  Graham. 

Bethlem. 

Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 

Gaylords  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 

Canaan,  Albert  A.  Wright,  Geo.  Adam. 

South  Canaan,  John  A,  Gillett,  Chauncey 
Reed,  Jr. 

Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 

North  Cornwall.  John  Scovill. 

Colcbrook,  William  B.  De  Forest. 

Goshen,  Samuel  W.  Gold,  H.  K.  Beach, 
Harvey  Baldwin. 

Harwinton,Gaylord  Wells,  Andrew  Aber- 
nethy. 

Kent,  Wells  Bcardsley,  Eliada  Osborn. 

New  Hartford, Cooke. 

New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams  (;  Taylor 
Wm.  B.  Lacy. 


Norfolk,  Benjamin  Welch,  Benj  Welch, 
Jr.,  Wm.  W.  Welch. 

Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 

Plymouth  LJollotp,  William  Woodruff. 

Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 

Salisbury,  Luther  Tickuor,  O.  Plumb. 

Furnace  Village,  Wm.Jas.  Barry. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Horace  Buttolnh, 
Perry. 

KUsicorth,  Elmore  Everett. 

Torrington. 

ll'olcottcille ,  Erastus  Bancroft,  O  B.  Free- 
man. 

Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington.  Renins  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Charles  Vaill, 

Watertown,  John  De  Forest. 

Winchester,  William  Carrington. 

Woodbury,  Roswell  Abernelhy,  Charles  II 
Webb,  A   M.  Huxley. 
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MIDDLESEX     COUNTY. 

Thomas  Miner,  M.  D.  Middletown,  Chairman. 
C.  H.  Abernetiiy,  M.  D.  Chester,  Clerk. 

Miiidletown,   Richard  Warner,  Joseph  Durham,  Seth  L.  Child. 

Barrett,  Thomas  Miner,  Charles  Wood-  East  Haddam,  Asa  M.    Holt,  Datus  Wil- 


ward,  Samuel  G.   Southmayd,  Win.  B 

Caney 
Chatham,  Charles  Smith,   Francis  G.  F.d- 

gerton,  (ieo.  O.  Jarvis. 
Chester,  f{.  II.  Aherncthy. 
Clinton,  Austin  Olcolt,  Jonah  Byles. 


hams,  Elisha  B.  Ny 
Haddam,   Ira   Hutchinson.  B.  II.  Catlin 

Killinjrworth.  Hufns  Turner. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 

Westbrook, 

Essex,  Alanson  H.  Hough,  F.W,  Shepard 


TOLLAND     COUNTY. 


Jabez  L.  White,  Jr.  M.  D.  Bolton,  Chairman. 
Aiii.iaii  Ladd,  M.  D.  Tolland,  Cl<  rk. 


Toi.i.anii,  Ahijah  Ladd,  Oliver  K.  Isham. 
Bolton.  Jabez  L.   White,  Jr.,  Olio  Hunt. 

Jonas  C.  Main. 

Columbia. 

Coventry,  Eleazer  Hunt,  T.  Dimock. 
Ellington.  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow. 
Hebron.  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin  C. 

White,  Charles  1).  Dow,  Jr. 


Mansfield,  Earl  Swift,  Norman  Brigham, 

William  II.  Wehardaon. 
Stafford,  Joseph  C.   Dow,  J  C.  Blodget, 

William  N.  Clark. 

9 rs,  Orson  Wood,  Erskino  Hamilton 

I'nion,  Ebenezer  Lindsoy. 

Vernon,  Scotowaj)  Ihmkl.y,  A.  Skinner 

Willington, Dickerson. 


SUMMARY  OF  ORDINARY  MF.MBEKS 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable 

Total 

Hartford     County, 

73 

4 

77*- 

New  Haven,     " 

58 

4 

ly  — 

New  London,   " 

47 

9 

56   - 

Fairfield, 

49 

3 

S3  •• 

Windham,          " 

:t-j 

2 

34  » 

Litchfield, 

49 

5 

m  - 

Middlesex,          " 

21 

1 

as  «. 

Tolland, 

21 

3 

24  - 

350 


31 


/tr* 


■■-I 


Wf, 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee — on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

"      Dr.  Gideon  Shepard — on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795,  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere — on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

"      Dr.  Thnddeus  Betts — on  the  different  Species  of  Cholic. 
179G.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere — on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
"      Dr.  S.  PI.  P.  Lee — on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 
"      Dr.  Lewis  Collins — on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  Increasing  Medical 

Knowledge  in  this  State. 
"      Dr.  Gideon  Shepard — on  the  same  subject. 
"      Dr.  James  Potter — "An  Oration." 

1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins — case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 
"      Dr.  Jared  Potter — "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark— a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight — on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard— on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler — on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel— on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner— on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell — on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully— on  the  Yellow  Fever  of  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward — on  the  Biography  of  the  Physicians  of 
this  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner — on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker — on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr. — on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop — on  the  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch— on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter — on  that  form  of  Neuralgia  commonly  denomin- 

ated Spinal  Irritation. 
1t83^.\Dr.  Henry  Bronson — on  the  Mental   Qualifications  necessary  to  a 

*  "* "        Physician. 

lg&d.  Dr.\Richard  Warner — on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  efficient 
*•  •  practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

J84J.  DV.  Amariah  Brigham — on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical  Juris- 

•  »  *  prudence. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  CLERKS. 

To.  take  the  prescribed  oath  of  office. 

To  warn  the  County  meetings. 

To  enroll  all  the  Physicians  practising  in  the  County,  and  notify  them  thereof. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person  recommend- 
ed as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately  after  the  County 
meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  to  the  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  penalty  of  five  dollars  for 
each  neglect. 

To  return  the  names  of  delinquent  members  of  the  Society. 


CONSTITUTION 

I 

AND 

BY-LAWS 


NEW  HAVEN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


ADOPTED    APRIL   25,    1842. 


NEW   HAVEN: 

HITCHCOCK   &   STAFFORD,  PRINTER?. 


MDCCCXLIl. 
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REMARKS 


The  New  Haven  Medical  Association  was  established  in 
1803,  by  Drs.  Mneas  Monson,  Levi  Ives,  Obadiah  Hotchkiss, 
Elisba  Chapman,  Joel  Northrop,  John  Barker,  John  Skinner, 
Elijah  Monson,  Eli  Ives,  Nathaniel  Hubbard,  John  Spalding, 
Thomas  Goodscll,  and  James  Gilbert. 

The  objects  of  the  Association,  as  expressed  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, are  to  establish  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this  city,  up- 
on a  respectable  footing  ;  to  devise  and  carry  into  effect  meas- 
ures for  our  mutual  improvement ;  and  to  prevent  the  intro- 
duction among  us  of  quackery,  in  any  of  its  various  forms. 
How  far  the  intentions  of  the  founders  of  the  Association 
have  been  fulfilled,  will  best  be  seen  from  the  fact,  that  since 
its  foundation,  no  physician  of  respectability,  has  ever  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  city,  without  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Association ;  and  for  a  period  of  thirty-two  years,  but  two  of 
its  members  have  withdrawn  from  its  connection.  The  Asso- 
ciation, as  will  be  seen  from  its  catalogue,  numbers  at  this  time 
eighteen,  out  of  the  twenty  regular  physicians  in  the  city.  It 
is  confidently  believed,  that,  from  the  manner  of  organization 
of  the  Association,  and  the  way  of  conducting  its  meetings,  it 
conduces  more  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  profession  to  that 
grade  to  which  it  is  entitled,  than  any  similar  Association  in 
the  country.  It  is  probably  owing  to  this  fact,  that  the  physi- 
cians of  New  Haven  are  on  better  terms  with  each  other,  than 
in  any  other  city  in  the  Union. 

The  Constitution,  as  it  now  stands,  is  the  same  as  at  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Association,  with  the  exception  of  some  impor- 
tant additions  made  within  the  past  year,  and  chiefly  taken 
from  the  Regulations  of  a  similar  Association  in  Boston. 
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At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  New  Haven  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, held  April  25th,  1842,  the  committee  on  the  Regula- 
tions and  By-Laws  reported ;  and 

It  was  voted,  That  their  report  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
Clerk  be  authorized  to  procure  a  suitable  book  for  the  Consti- 
tution, &c. 

The  following  preamble  and  articles  are  a  true  copy  of 
those  adopted  by  the  Association,  at  the  above  named  meeting. 

Attest, 

PLINY  A.  JEWETT,  Clerk. 
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CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS. 


It  is  the  object  of  this  Association,  in  entering  into  the  fol- 
lowing Regulations,  to  establish  the  practice  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery  in  this  city,  upon  a  respectable  footing ;  to  devise  and 
carry  into  effect  measures  for  our  mutual  improvement;  to 
promote  a  good  understanding,  and  harmonious  intercourse 
with  each  other ;  and  to  avoid  the  injurious  practice  of  doing 
business  for  a  less  compensation  than  our  established  prices ; 
and  to  exclude  from  our  Association  every  person  who  may 
obtrude  himself  among  us,  without  a  regular  introduction  and 
conformity  to  our  established  rules  of  practice. 

Article  I. 

This  Association  shall  be  called  the  New  Haven  Medical 

Association. 

Article  II. 

Regular  meetings  of  this  Association  shall  be  held  on  the 
evening  of  every  second  Monday ;  and  the  meeting  shall  be 
opened  within  fifteen  minutes  after  the  time  appointed.  Spe- 
cial meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  clerk,  at  the  suggestion  of 
any  three  members,  by  sending  notice  to  each  member.  Five 
members  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  two,  when  no  more 
are  present,  shall  have  power  to  adjourn. 

Article  III. 

Seniority  shall  be  determined  by  professional  age ;  and  the 
oldest  member  present,  at  the  opening  of  each  meeting,  shall 
be  chairman.  One  shall  be  chosen  annually  at  the  first  meet- 
ing in  January,  who  shall  act  as  clerk ;  and  in  his  absence,  the 
youngest  member  present  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting,  shall 
act  as  clerk  pro  tempore. 


Article  IV. 

At  each  regular  meeting,  the  clerk  shall  read  from  the 
records  of  the  Association,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meet- 
ing ;  and  the  next  business  shall  be  for  the  members,  so  many 
of  them  as  may  wish,  to  state  such  cases  as  they  may  have, 
which  may  interest  or  benefit  their  brethren,  and  to  obtain 
their  opinions  and  advice. 

Article  V. 

After  the  meeting  is  opened,  no  person  shall  be  allowed  to 
speak,  but  by  permission  from  the  Chair;  and  no  member  shall 
be  allowed  to  digress  from  the  subject  under  consideration ; 
nor  shall  any  person  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, unless  for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  or  in  reply  to 
objections  or  arguments  offered  against  him,  and  then  only  by 
permission  from  the  Chair. 

Article  VI. 

One  or  more  questions  shall  be  proposed  at  each  regular 
meeting,  for  discussion  at  the  next;  and  each  member  present, 
shall  be  called  upon  for  his  opinion  on  the  question  under  con- 
sideration ;  or  as  a  substitute,  dissertations  may  be  read  by 
the  members  in  course,  or  by  appointment. 

Article  VII. 

One  member  of  the  Association  shall  be  appointed  annually, 
at  the  first  meeting  in  January,  to  prepare  a  list  of  deaths 
which  may  occur  in  the  town  during  the  year. 

Article  VIII. 

The  Regulations  of  the  Association  shall  be  submitted  for 
inspection,  to  all  candidates  for  medical  and  surgical  practice 
in  this  city,  with  whom  the  members  of  the  State  Medical 


Society  may  lawfully  consult ;  and  the  clerk  shall  be  charged 
[  with  the  execution  of  this  regulation,  with  which  he  shall 
comply  in  every  instance,  so  soon  as  he  shall  have  learnt  that 
any  such  candidate  may  have  established  himself  in  the  city ; 
and  said  candidate,  after  signifying  his  wish  to  be  admitted, 
shall  be  proposed  at  a  meeting  previous  to  that  of  his  admis- 
sion ;  and  it  shall  require  a  vote  of  at  least  three  fourths  of 
the  members  present,  to  elect  a  new  member. 

Article  IX. 

If  any  member  becomes  acquainted  with  the  conduct  of 
another  member,  which  he  considers  as  a  breach  of  the  rules 
of  the  Association,  or  of  medical  police,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
make  the  same  known  to  the  Association  in  writing ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  transmit  a  copy  of  such 
charges,  with  the  rule  or  regulation  broken,  to  the  offending 
member. 

Article  X. 

If  any  member  of  this  Association  shall  habitually  absent 
himself  from  the  meetings,  without  a  satisfactory  excuse,  after 
due  notice  has  been  given  him  by  the  clerk,  his  name  shall  be 
erased  from  the  records. 

Article  XI. 

If  any  member  of  this  Association  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  regulations,  or  of  any  of  the  rules  of  medical 
police,  his  name  may  be  erased  from  the  records  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, unless  he  shall  have  made  a  satisfactory  apology  or 
explanation  for  his  conduct. 

Article  XII. 

If  a  physician  be  called  to  a  patient  who  has  usually  been 
attended  by  another  physician,  on  account  of  the  urgency  of 
the  case,  or  the  absence  of  the  regular  physician,  he  shall,  be- 
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fore  leaving,  direct  the  latter  to  be  sent  for,  to  continue  the 
attendance,  if  necessary;  and  in  no  case  shall  he  continue  his 
visits,  unless  he  receive  subsequent  notice  from  the  patient, 
that  his  continued  attendance  is  required ;  and  the  physician 
requested  to  attend,  shall  explain  the  matter  to  the  other,  as 
soon  as  convenient. 

Article  XIII. 

When  a  physician,  engaged  to  attend  a  case  of  Midwifery, 
is  absent,  and  another  delivers  the  patient,  the  second  shall  re- 
ceive the  fee,  and  relinquish  the  patient  to  the  first,  if  repeated 
subsequent  visits  are  required.  If  the  first  arrive  while  the 
second  is  present,  and  before  the  patient  is  delivered,  the  sec- 
ond shall  relinquish  the  patient  to  the  first. 

Article  XIV. 

In  cases  of  Midwifery,  when  the  child  is  born,  and  not  the 
placenta,  before  the  arrival  of  the  accoucheur,  the  whole  fee  is 
to  be  charged.  When  both  the  child  and  placenta  are  born 
before  the  arrival  of  the  accoucheur,  half  or  the  whole  fee  is 
to  be  charged,  according  to  circumstances. 

Article  XV. 

When  circumstances  permit,  every  physician  shall  present 
his  account  immediately  after  his  attendance,  in  a  case  of  sick- 
ness. This  shall  particularly  be  attended  to,  in  cases  of  Mid- 
wifery. In  ordinary  cases  of  attendance  in  families,  an  ac- 
count shall  be  presented  every  January ;  and  it  shall  be  an  in- 
variable custom  to  endeavor  to  settle  all  accounts  in  that 
month,  or  at  least  annually. 

Article  XVI. 

Every  candidate,  at  the  time  of  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Association,  shall  sign  the  following  obligation,  which  shall  be 
in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  by  the  clerk.     The  undersign- 
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ed  appro ue  of  the  Regulations  of  the  New  Haven  Medical  As- 
sociation, and  agree  upon  their  honor,  to  comply  with  the  same. 

Article  XVII. 

Physicians  from  the  neighboring  towns,  that  may  wish  to 
attend  our  meetings,  and  also  regular  members  of  our  profes- 
sion from  abroad,  may  have  the  liberty,  and  may  take  part  in 
the  proceedings. 

Article  XVIII. 

No  rule  or  regulation  of  this  Association  shall  be  altered, 
amended,  or  repealed,  nor  any  additional  regulation  adopted  at 
any  meeting,  unless  the  proposed  alteration  or  amendment  has 
first  been  referred  to  a  committee,  who  shall  report  on  the 
same  at  a  meeting,  warned  with  express  notice  of  the  object, 
which  meeting  shall  be  held  at  a  time  not  less  than  two  weeks 
from  the  time  of  the  first  appointment  of  the  committee. 
And  no  amendment  or  additional  regulation  shall  be  adopted, 
except  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two  thirds  of  the  members 
present. 


Voted,  That  the  hours  of  meeting  of  the  Association,  shall 
be  6£  o'clock  P.  M.  in  the  winter,  7  o'clock  in  the  spring  and 
autumn,  and  7£  o'clock  in  the  summer. 


FEE    TABLE. 


Visit,    -  $1.00 

"    in  consultation, 2.00 

"     by  night,  (from  10  o'clock  P.  M.  to  6  o'clock  A.  M.)  2.00 
Obstetrics,  (exclusive  of  visit  previous  or  subsequent  to 

parturition,) 5.00 

Emetic  and  Cathartic,  each,  ...  25 

Gonorrhea,  to  be  paid  in  advance,  -  -         5.00 

Syphilis,  "  ...    8.00 

Travel  per  mile,  within  five  miles,    -  -         -  25 

Introducing  Catheter,  first  time,  -  -         -    1.50 

"  "  subsequent,      -  -         1.00 

Extracting  tooth  and  venesection,  each,        -        -        -       50 
Detention  per  hour,  in  addition  to  visit,     -         -  1.00 

"         during  night,  5.00 

Vaccination,  for  each  individual,       ....         2. 00 
Revaccination, 50 


MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

NEW  HAVEN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION, 

SINCE  ITS  FOUNDATION,  JANUARY  6,  1803. 


Abbreviations. — *  Dead,     f  Wilhdra 

wn  from  the  Association.     || 

H.  M.,  Honorary  Member. 

1803. 

1818. 

*iEneas  Mormon, 

Samuel  Punderson, 

'Levi  Ives, 

||Zera  Hawley, 

•Ohadiah  Hotehkiss, 

ll.lohn  Titsworth, 

"Elisha  Chapman, 

||A.  S.  Jones, 

'Joel  Northrop, 

•John  Bennett, 

•John  Barker, 

•Nathan  Smith, 

John  Skinner, 

Virgil  M.  Dow. 

•Elijah  Monson, 

Eli  Ives, 

1820. 

•Nathaniel  Hubbard, 

•John  Spalding, 

A.  S.  Monson, 

||Thonias  Goodsell, 

Charles  Hooker. 

•James  Gilhert. 

1825. 

1806. 

||  Alexander  Woolcot 

|| Henry  Mead. 

1826. 

1808. 

•Solyman  Russell, 

•John  Tomlmson, 

Josiah  F.  Hunt. 

*Elias  Shipman. 

1827. 

1812. 

•Mason  F.  Sanford. 

Timothy  P.  Beers. 

1828. 

1813. 

||J.  T.  Dcnison, 

Jonathan  Knight. 

N.  B.  Ives, 
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||J.  P.  Herrick. 

|| J-  H.  Kain. 

1829. 

1837. 

Lester  Keep,  (Fair  H 

iven,) 

||S.  F.  Clarke, 

*Thomas  Hubbard, 

||N.  C.  Baldwin, 

fWilliam  Tully. 

||T.  H.  Totten, 
J.  A.  Totten. 

1830. 

||Henry  D.  Bulkley, 

1838. 

JlJames  Swan,  (Westville.) 

L.  A.  Thomas, 

C.  S.  Thomson,  (Fair  Haven,) 

1832. 

||John  L.  Sullivan, 

||  A.  G.  Bristol, 

Levi  Ives. 

*H.  A.  Tomlinson, 

tD.  H.  Moore, 
||J.  B.  Blakeman, 

1839. 

E.  H.  Bishop, 

||James  A.  Hovey, 

•Lewis  Herrman,  (H. 

M.) 

0.  D.  Goodrich, 
H.  B.  Porter. 

1833. 

||T.  H.  Wadsworth, 

1840. 

J.  B.  Robertson. 

P.  A.  Jewett. 

1834. 

1841. 

||T.  B.  Shelton. 

||W.  K.  Brown. 

1836. 

1842. 

P.  T.  Miller, 

||M.  D.  Benedict, 

J.  T.  Hotchkiss. 

PROCEEDINGS 


AT    THE 


ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OF    THE 


CONN.  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


MAY,    18  44, 


Together  with  a  List  of  the  Members, 


AND  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 


N  O  K  W  I  c  H  : 
J.     G.     OOOI.EY,  PRINTER. 
MDCCCXLIV. 


PROCEEDINGS, 


I 


At  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  held  at  the  Medi- 
cal College  in  New  Haven,  May  8,  1844. 

Certificates  of  the  -election  of  Fellows  from  the  several 
^Counties  were  presented  as  follows : 


Hartford    County. 
Theodore  Sill,  M.  D. 
Benjamin   Rogers, 
Julius  B.  Barnes,  M.  D. 
George  Sumner,  M.  D. 
Ralph  Carter,  M.  D. 

New  Haven  County. 
Jonathan  Knight,  M.  D. 
Joel  Canfield,  M.  D. 
Levi  Ives  M.  D. 
P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D. 
Ambrose  Beardsley,  M.   D. 

New  London  County. 
Joseph  Durfey,  M.  D. 
Worth  ington  Hooker,  M.  D. 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D. 
Elijah  Dyer,  M.  D. 
William  Hyde  M.  D. 

Middlesex  County. 
*George  O.  Jarvis,  M.  D. 
Frederic  W.  Shepard.M.  D. 
Horace  Burr,  M.  D. 


Windham  County. 
Morey  Burgess,  M.  D. 
Dyer  Hughes,  M.  D. 
Lorenzo  Marcey,  M.  D* 
Orin  Witter, 
*Cyrus  Hutchins,  M.  D. 

Fairfield  County. 
Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.  D. 
Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D. 
A.  L.  Williams,  M.  D. 
E.  B.   Middlebrook,  M.  D. 
George  Blakeman. 

Litchfield  Cottnty. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D. 
George  Seymour,  M.  D. 
Norman  Lyman,  M.  D. 
John  A.  Gillett,  M.  D. 
Thomas  S.  Seeley.M.  D. 

Tolland  County. 
Oliver  K.  Isham,  M.  D. 
Earl  Swift,  M.  D. 
Horaiio  Dow,  M.  D. 


•Absent  from  the  Convention. 


The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  ensuing, 
viz: 

LUTHER  TICKNOR,  M.  D.,  President. 
AECHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.  Treasurer. 
WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  presented  and  accepted, 
and  Drs.  Hatch  and  Burgess  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
audit  the  Treasurer's  account. 

Abstract  of   Treasurer'1 s  Report. 

Amount  of  bad  debts,  two  hundred  and  six  dollars  seven- 
ty five  cents. 

Amount  of  good  debts,  .         .         .         720,79^ 

In  Treasurer's  hands,        ....       32,35^ 


Total  of  assets, $753,15 

Debentures  outstanding,    .        f     .  $279,25 

Average  abatements,       ....  93,70 

Commissions  for  collecting  what  is  due 

to  the  Society,         .....     31,35J 


In  all, $404,301 


Deducting  this  from  the  assets  leaves,  .  $348, 84J 

Which  is  the  net  amount  which  the  Society  ought  to 
have  in  the  treasury  after  its  dues  are  collected  and  its  debts 
paid. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  was  accept- 
ed and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  proceedin  gs  of  the 
Convention. 

The  Standing  Committees  were  elected  as  follows,  viz: 

Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 

Charles  Woodward,  M.    D., 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D., 

Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  Examination. 

Wm.  H.  Coggswell,  M.  D.,  J 


Committee 
of 


Eli  Ives,  M.  D.,  1  Committee 

E.  B.  Downing,  M.  D.,  to  Nominate  Phy- 

Richard  Warner,  M.  D.,  }    sician   of  the     Re- 
Norman  Lyman,  M.  D.,  treat  for  the  In- 

Jabez  L.  White,  Jun.,  M.  D.,  J  sane. 


Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.  D., 

William  S.  Pierson,  M.   D., 

Reynold  Webb,  M.  D., 

Ashbel  Woodward,   M.  D.,  stitution    of    \<d'; 

Henry  C.  Beardslee,  M.  D.,      J  College. 


Commit  Ire  to 
Nominate  Profes- 
sors in  tin  Medical  ln- 


Report  of  (he  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  Conven- 
tion to  consider  whether  any  alterations  are  necessary  to  be 
made  in  the  act  of  incorporation  oftheConn.  Medical  Socie- 
ty was  presented  and  accepted. 

Dr.  Knight  laid  several  propositions  before  the  Convention, 
in  relation  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Charter, 
and  the  propositions  submitted  by  Dr.  Knight,  be  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  one  from  a  County,  to  report  to-morrow 
morning,  and  that  this  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow 
at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Drs.  Knight,  Sill,  A.  Woodward,  E.  Middlebrook,  N.  Ly- 
man, 0.  Witter,  Shepard  and  Swift,  were  appointed  on  this 
Committee. 

Drs.  Barnes,  Jcwctt,  1  hirfey,  Blakeman,  Hatch,  Marcy, 
Burr,  and  H.  Dow,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate 
candidates  for  honorary  degrees  and  honorary  membership. 

They  nominated  for  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Me- 
dicine, Benjamin  Rogers,  George  Blackmail,  Orin  Witter, 
and  R.  Manwaring,  and  for  honorary  membership,  Alden 
March,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account  report*  d,  that 
they  had  examined  it  and  found  it  to  be  correct. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule  that  whenever  the 
report  of  the  Treasurer  is  accepted,  the  sum  of  $10  be  paid  to 
him  without  the  formality  of  a  vote. 
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Dr.  N.  B.  Ives  was  appointed  dissertator  for  trie  next  Con*- 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  Mr. 
Green,  publisher  of  the  Annual  Register,  with  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  regard  to  a  Prize  Essay,  re- 
ported that  the  subject  "Scarlatina,"  had  been  proposed  and 
the  prize  offered,  but  that  no  dissertations  had  as  yet  been 
received. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  subject  be  continued  till  March 
1st,  1845,  and  that  the  dissertations  be  sent  to  the  same 
Committee  for  examination  and  award. 

This  Committee  consists  of  Drs.  Silas  Fuller,  E.  Ives,  and 
J.  Knight. 

A  dissertation  was  read  by  Dr.  W.  Hooker,  on  the  respect 
due  to  the  Medical  Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not 
awarded  by  the  community. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  presented 
to  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker  for  his  able  and  interesting  ad- 
dress, and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  publication. 

Voted,  That  we  adjourn  to  to-morrow  morning  at  S 
o'clock. 


MAY  NINTH. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Charter,  and  the  propositions  submitted 
by  Dr.  Knight,  reported  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  apply  to 
the  Legislature  for  any  alteration  of  the  Charter.  They  re- 
ported also  several  additions  to  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society, 
which  were  adopted.     They  are  as  follows : 

The  Members  of  the  Society,  at  any  County  Meeting  le- 
gally holden,  may,  by  a  major  vote  of  the  members  present, 
admit  to  membership  in  the  Society  any  person  regularly 
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licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  and  practicing  in 
said  County,  who  shall  make  application  for  that   purpose. 

They  may,  by  a  similar  vote,  dismiss  from  the  Society 
any  member  who  shall  remove  from  this  State,  or  who  shall 
leave  the  profession  for  other  pursuits. 

They  may  also,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  recommend  to 
the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Society,  for  dismission  from 
the  same,  any  member  residing  in  their  respective  Counties, 
who  shall  apply  for  such  dismission  by  a  written  request  to 
thai  effect  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Meeting,  at 
least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  holding  any  legal  County 
Meeting;  and  upon  the  approval  of  such  recommendation 
by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Convention,  the  connection 
between  such  member  and  the  Society  shall  1»'  dissolved. 

Provided,  that  no  member  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  So- 
ciety until  all  his  taxes  shall  have  been  paid. 

All  violations  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  or  of  the 
Medical  Police  adopted  by  the  Society,  or  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  passed  by  the  County  Meetings,  in  conformity 
with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  may  be  prosecuted  and 
tried  by  the  Members  of  the  Society,  in  their  respective 
County  Meetings,  under  the  following  regulations,  viz  : 

The  Member  accusing  another  of  a  violation  of  any  of 
the  before-mentioned  Regulations,  shall  make  a  statement  in 
writing  of  the  transaction  which  he  deems  a  misdemeanor, 
and  lay  the  same  before  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  ;  and  such 
Fellow  shall  issue  a  notification  to  the  accused,  to  appear 
before  the  next  County  Meeting,  stating  the  time  when,  and 
the  place  where,  it  is  to  be  held,  to  defend,  if  he  see  fit, 
against  said  accusation.  A  copy  of  such  accusation  and  no- 
tification shall  be  left  with  the  accused,  or  at  his  last  usual 
place  of  abode,  at  least  twelve  days  previous  to  the  time  of 
holding  the  next  County  Meeting.  And  the  accuser  shall 
cause  the  said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and 
returned  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Meeting,  on  or  before 
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the  day  of  iheir  sitting ;  and  the  offender,  upon  conviction, 
may  be  punished  by  admonition,  by  suspension  from  the 
privileges  of  the  Society  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two 
years,  or  by  expulsion  from  the  Society. 

Provided,  That  no  sentence  of  expulsion  shall  be  valid, 
until  confirmed  by  the  President  and  Fellows,  in  Convention. 

If  any  Member  of  the  Society  shall  make,  vend,  or  pub- 
licly recommend  any  nostrum  or  patent  medicine,  and  be 
thereof  convicted,  he  shall  be  suspended  from  the  privileges 
of  the  Society  or  expelled. 

No  Member  of  the  society  shall  hold  professional  consul- 
tation or  intercourse  with  any  other  than  licensed  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  in  regular  standing. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  re- 
vise the  By-Laws,  and  report  to  the  next  Convention. 

Drs.  Knight,  Eli  Ives,  and  V.  M.  Dow  were  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  be  laid  on  each  Mem- 
ber of  this  Society,  for  the  year  ensuing,  payable  on  or  after 
the  first  of  June  next. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  a  standing  rule,  that  the  session  of 
the  Convention,  as  recommended  by  the  last  Convention,  be 
continued  two  days ;  the  first  day  to  be  devoted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  such  subjects,  connected  with  the  advancement 
of  Medical  Science,  as  may  be  proposed  by  the  Fellows  pre- 
sent ;  and  the  second  day  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Members  of  the  State  Medical  So- 
ciety be  requested  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Convention, 
and  to  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

The  following  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Jewett,  as  a  By-Law  : 

The  Standing  Committees  of  this  Society,  viz,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Examination,  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physi- 
cian of  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  the  Committee  to  nomin- 
ate Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College, 
shall  be  elected  for  three  years ;  and  any  By-Law  to  the 
contrary  shall  be  hereby  repealed. 
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Resolved,  That  this  By-Law  be  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention,  and  be  laid  over  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  next  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  Drs.  A.  Welch,  E.  K.  Hunt,  and  Sill,  be  a 
Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  a  Hos- 
pital for  Inebriates,  and  report  on  the  same  at  the  next  Con- 
vention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Debentures  was  present- 
ed and  accepted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  "  Scarlatina,"  be  continued  to 
the  next  Convention. 

The  Students  recommended  by  the  County  Meetings,  for 
gratuitous  attendance  on  the  ensuing  Course  of  Lectures  in 
the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  are,  George  Free- 
man, Hartford;  Hiram  II.  Loomis,  Windham;  Joseph  Rus- 
sell, Tolland;  Sylvester  Turner,  Middlesex;  Leverett  W. 
Wesscls,  Litchfield;  Amos  C.  Avery,  New  London;  Benja- 
.min  M.  Fowler,  New  Haven;  Samuel  S.  Ruggles,  Fairfield. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest : 

W.  HOOKER,  Secretary. 
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HONORARY  MEMRERS. 


*FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHN  C.   WARREN, 
*SAMUEL  L.  MITCHILL, 
*DAVID  HOSACK, 
*WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
GEORGE  M'CLELLAN, 
*JOHN   MACKIE, 
*CHARLES   ELDREDGE, 
THEODRIC  ROMEYN  BECK, 
JAMES  THATCHER, 
*JOSEPH  WHITE, 
*WM.  P.  DEWEES, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
*PHILIP  SYNG  PHYSICK, 
*LEWIS  HEERMANN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE, 
HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WM.  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WM.  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
SAMUEL  B.   WOODWARD, 
JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  \V.  WILLIAMS, 
HENRY  GREEN, 
GEORGE  FROST. 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
BIEL  ABBOT, 


New  York, 
Boston,  Mass. 

it  u 

New  York, 


New  Haven, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Plymouth,  Mass. 

Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

New  York, 

Little  Falls,  N.  Y. 

Boston,  Mass. 
tc  it 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Ealtimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati.  Ohio. 
New  Haven, 
Providence,  R.  I. 
U.  S.  Array. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Westfield,  Mass. 


♦Deceased. 
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ORDINARY  MEMBERS. 

The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  ta.ra  ''ion 
by  age,  are  in  Italics  :  the  names  of  those  who  Jiave  been. 
Presidents  of  the  Society,  arc  in  Capitals. 

HARTFORD     COUNTY. 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  Wethersfield,  Chairman. 
Gurdon  W.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Hartford.  Clerk. 


Hartford,  SILAS  FULLER 
George  '  Summer,  David  S 
Dodge,  Henry  Holmes,  S.  B, 
Ueresford,  G.  B.  Hawley.  E, 
E.  Marcy,  G.  W.  Russell,  Da- 
vid Crary,  P.  \V.  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogers,  E.  K.  1 1  nut 


Warehouse  Point,  Jas  H.  Morton. 
Wappivg,  William  Woods. 
Enfield,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L. 

Spalding. 
Farmington,  Asahe)  Thompson, 
E.  W.  Carrington,  Julius  Wil- 
lard,  Chauncey  Brown. 
Samuel     B.     Fuller,    S<zw/!«-2!Glastenb(jry,  Ralph  Carter. 

Banks,  Seth    Saltmarsh,    John  Son/fi  Glastmbury, Andrus, 

S.  Butler,  Thos.  B.  Kittredi  Roswell  Hawley. 

H.  A.  Grant,  Samuel  B.  Low.'Easitntry,  Sal  in  Stocking. 
West    Hartford,    Edward  Brace.  Granby,  Jarius  Case,  Joseph    F. 


Lemuel    Wall 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  Horalio  Gridley,  Syl- 
vester Bullilev,  E.  Brandngee, 
Jr. 


Jew 

anby,  Josiah   C.   Ban- 

ning. 
East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
1 1 V .-. /  Granby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 


Nao  Britain,    Samuel  Hart,  Lu-  Hautland,  Win.  II.   Huggins. 

cius   Woodruli',    E.     D.     B;i'  BSIEE,  Wm.  C.    Williams, 

cock.  Harrison    Mcintosh,   William 

Bloomfield,  John  Wells.  Woodbridge. 

Bristol,   Jared    W.  Pardee,   Jo-  Malboro',  L.  W.  Mcintosh. 

seph  W.   Camp.  Simssury,  Augustus  R.  Case,  R. 

Burlington,      William     Fields,      A.  White. 

Wm.  Elton,  2d.,  Jeremiah  Bur-  Tarifj'villr,  George  W.   Sanford. 

well.  Soothington,  Julius    S.  Barnes, 

Canton,  Bemadam  Kasson,  Tho-.     Frederick  A.  Hart. 

mas  G.  Hazen.  held,  Asaph  L.    Bissell,   S. 

Coi.linsville,  Sam.  W.    Brown,      Ives. 

R.    H.    Tiffany.  Wethersfield,    A.  Welch,    E. 

East  Hartford,    Timothy  Hall,\     F.  Cooke,  Ashbel  Robertson. 

Pardon    Brownell,  Eli  Hall.     'Rocky  Hill.  Ashbel  W.  Barrows. 
East   Windsor,  Elijah  F.  Reed,  Windsor,    William    S.    Pierson, 


Horace    C.     Gillette,     Sidney 
Rockwell. 
Scantick,  Hiram  Watson. 


Theodore  Sill,  Henry  C.  Pres- 
ton. 
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NEW     HAVEN    COUNTY. 


Reynold  Webb,  M.  D.,  Madison,  Chairman. 
Pliny  Jewett,  M.  D.,  New  Haven,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  John  Skinner,  Eli 
Ires,  Jonathan  Knight,  T.  P. 
Beers,  Samuel  Punderson,  V. 
M.  Dow,  Alfred  S.  Monson,  C. 
Hooker,  Henry  B.  Porter,  N.  B. 
Ives.E.  H. Bishop,  D.  H.Moore, 
E.  D.  North,  J.  Augustas  Tot- 
ten,  P.T.  Miller,  L.  A.Thomas, 
Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  J. 
Thomson  Hotchki&s,  J.  D. 
Whelpley,  L.  D.  Wilcoxson, 
D.  L.  Dacgett,  G.  0.  Sumner 
C.  L.  TJhlhorn,  D.  A.  Tyler. 

Westvill<;  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Branford,  Willouirhby  L.   Lay 

Cheshire,  Asa  J.  Driggs. 

Derbv,  Josiah  M.  Colburn,  W.  J. 
Whiting 

Ei rmi/igham, Ambrose  Beardslev 

Humphreysville,  Abiram  Stod- 
dard, Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  J 
Kendall,   Thomas  Stoddard. 

East  Haven,  Bela  Farnham. 

Fair  Haven,  Lester  Keep,  C.  S 
Thomson. 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Elisha 
Hutchinson,  Alvan  Talleott. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb,  Edward 
Potter. 


North  Madison,    G.   E.  Perkins. 

Meriden,  B.  H.  Callin,  G.  Bar- 
low. 

Middlebury,  Jacob  Linsley,  Rob- 
ert Crane. 

Milford,  Andrew  French,  Hull 
Allen,  Lucius  N.  Beardsley. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beards- 
ley. 

North  Haven,  Anson  Moody, 
Chauncey  B.  Foote,  Geo.  A. 
Moody. 

Oxford,  N.  Stone,  J.  Lounsbury, 

Orange,  P.  N.    Curtiss. 

Prospect,   Aaron  Austin. 

Southbury,  Anthony    13.    Burritt. 

South  Britain,  Nathan  C.  Bald- 
win. 

Wallingford,  Lyman  Parker,  B. 
F.  Harrison. 

Waterbury,  Joseph  Porter,  Daniel 
Porter,  M.  C.  Leavenworth, 
Henry  Bronson,  David  Pritch- 
ard,  G.  L.  Piatt. 

Naugatuck,  Timothy  Langnon, 
J.  r).  Mears. 

Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  An- 
drew  Castle. 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 

Bethany,  A.  C.  Woodward. 


NEW     LONDON    COUNTY. 

Avery  Downer,  M.  D.,  Preston,  Chairman. 
Rufus  W.  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Norwich,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Archibald  Mercer, 
Dyer  T.  Braiuard,  Nathaniel 
S."  Perkins,  James  Morgan,  I. 
G.  Porter,  William  W.  Miner. 

Norwich^  R.  P.  Tracy,  Ralph 
Farnsworth,  Worthington  Hoo- 


ker, Chauncey  BuTgess,  Elijah 
Dyer,  Jr.,  Joseph  Peabody,  E. 
Phinney,  B.  T.  Roath,  Rufus 
W.  Mathewson,  J.  W.  Brooks, 
B.  Fordyce  Barker,  Ashbel  B. 
Haile. 
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Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederirk  Morgan. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Aus- 
tin F.  Perkins. 

Fmnklin,    Ashbel   Woodward. 

Griswolil. 

Jeu-ett  City,  Lucius  Tyler,  J; 
M.  Smith, 

Groton,  John  O.  Miner,  Joseph 
Durfey. 

Porternille,  Benjamin  F.  Stod- 
dard, Elias  F.  Coats. 

Lehanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  F. 
Osgood,  J.  H.  Manning,  R.  P. 
Green. 

Ledyard,  Robert   A.  Manwaiing, 

Lisbon,  Vine   Smith. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noves,  John 
Noyes,  Shubael  F.  Bartlett. 


•Hamburg,  John    C.    M.    Brock- 

way. 
Pleasant  Valley,  William  W.    J. 

Warren. 
Moutville,  Ephraim    Fellows,  H. 

C.  Beard 
Uncus  tille,  Jedediah  R.    Gav,  J. 

C.  Bolles. 
North    Stoninsfton,    Thomas    P. 

Wattles,  A.  W.  Coais. 
Preston,  Avery  Doivner,   Eleazer 

B.  Downing. 
Poqurtanock,   Alonzo  Fuller,  C. 
S.    .\ ' 

Salem,  J.  P.   Fuller. 
Stonington,    W.  Robertson,  Wil- 
liam    Hyde.     G.    E.    Palmer, 

William   II    de,   Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  .Manning. 
Waterford,  James  Rogers. 


F  A  I  R  F  I  F.I.n   COUNTY. 


Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.  D.  Trumbull,  Chairman. 
S.  P.  V.  It.  Ten  Broeck,  M.  D..  Fairfield,  cleric. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  DenisorL, 

S.  P.  V.  K.  Ten  Broeck,  Rufus 

Blakeman. 
Soui/i/mrf,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bridgeport,  Samuel   Simons,   D 

H.  Nash,  Samuel  Beach,  Win. 

L.  Watson. 
Brookfield,    Noah   A.    Lacey,    A. 

L.    Williams,     Edwin     Lacey. 
Danbury,  Daniel  Comstock,  R.  B. 

Botsford,  E.  P.  Bennet. 
Brthel,  11.   N.   Bennet. 
Darien,  Warren  Perrival. 
Greenwich,  Bartow  F.  White,  D. 

Mead. 
Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 
Monroe,  Sturges  Bulkiey,  Salmon 

H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.   No 
Lewis  Bichards. 


I'.ru  in.  ( ,  nn,  Thom- 

as Dirt  mi.  William  Ervvih. 

Norwalk,  John  A.  McLean,  E. 
Bissel,  Ira   Gregory. 

Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 

Ridr>efii  Id,  Nehemiah  Perry,  D. 
Burr. 

nan,  Daniel  W.     Northrop. 

S  iniford,  Chauncey  Ayres,  N. 
D.  Huight. 

ford,   Wrn.    T.    Shelton,   J. 
Gould  ing. 

Trumbull,  ELTJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  Stephen  MiddW- 
brook,  George  Dyer,  E.  B. 
Middlbrook, 

Weston,  Lloyd  Seel  iy,  James 
Baldwin. 

Westport,  George   Blackraan,   J. 

.1    UK 


New  Fairlield,  David    S.    Barn-  Wilton,  David  Willard,,  Syhi 

um,  Sydney  Lyman.  Mead. 

Newtown,  Cyrenius  H.  Booth.  E. 
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WINDHAM    COUNTY 


Elijah  Baldwin,  M.  D.,  Canterbury,  Chairman 
James  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D.,  Brooklyn,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  Robert  P.  Church,  J 

B.  Whitcomb,   Wm.  Hutchins. 
Ashford,  John  H.    Simmons,  E. 

Skinner. 
Eastford,  Roderic  Stebbins. 
Canterbury,  Elijah    Baldwin,   J 

Palmer,  Nathan  Adams. 
Chaplin,  Orin  Witter. 
Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes,  Francis 

A.  Brewster. 
Killingly,   Justin  Hammond,  F. 

H.  Peckham. 
Souih  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Ho- 

vey. 
West  Killingly,  David  E.  Hall, 

S.  Hutchins. 
North      Killingly     Henrv     W. 

Hough. 


Plainfield,  Morey  Burgess,  Wm, 

H.  Coggswell,  W.  H.  Campbell. 
Pomfret,   Lewis  Williams. 
Abington,    Cyrus    Hutchins,    E. 

Williams. 
Pomfret  Landing,  O.  Sumner. 
Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 
Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 
Windham,    Chester   Hunt,   Wm. 

Webb. 
Willimantic,  Wm.  Witter,  Oliver 

Kingsley,  Jr. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 
Woodstock,  Asa  Witter.  Lorenzo 

Marcey,     Eleazer     Litchfield, 

Milton  Bradford. 
Sterling,  Nathan  Pike. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY 


Charles  Vail,  M.  D.,  Washington,  Chairman. 
J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Litchfield,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,   WILLIAM  BUEL, 
Samuel  Buel  Josiah  G.  Beck- 
with, R.  M.   Woodiuff,   Benja-J 
min  Welch, Jr.,  Geo.  Seymour.      Huxley. 
South  Farms,  G.  H.  Miner.         \North  Goshev,  H.  V.  Beach 
Northfield,  F.  S.    Woodward.  D.Harwington,  F.  B.  Woodward 


Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H. 

St.  John. 
Goshen,  Harvey  Baldwin,  A.  M. 


B.  W.  Camp. 
Barkhamsted,  F.  B.  Graham. 
Bethlem,  Loomis  North. 
Bridgewater, Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Weight,  Geo.  Ad- 

a  in . 
Smith   Canaan,   John  A.   Gillett, 

Chauncry  Reed,  Jr. 
Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 
West     Cor  nival/,      Samuel     W. 

Gold. 
North  Cor/wall,  John  Scovell. 


Colebrook,  Wm-  B.  DeForest.       Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 


Kent,   Wells  Beards/ey,  Johnson 

C.  Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  North',  Myron  R. 

Hubbard. 
New    Milford,  Jehiel    Williams, 

George    O.  Taylor,    Win.    B. 

Licey. 
Norfolk,  Benjamin  Welch,    Wm. 

W.  Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth     Hollow,     Wm.     \v. 

Woodruff. 
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Salisbury,   Luther    Ticknor,    O. 

Plumb. 
Furnace  Village,  William  James 

Barry. 
Sharon,  Ralph   Doming,  Nathan 

S.  Perry. 
Ellsworth,  Elmore  Everett. 
Wolco/tville,    Erastus    Bancroft, 

0.  B.  Freeman. 
Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 
Woodmlle,  Manly  Peters. 


Washington,  Remus  If.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Charles  Vail,  Sid- 
ney H.  Lyman,  Edward  P. 
Lyman. 

Waiertown,  John  De  Forest. 

Winchester,  William  Carrineton, 
W.  Cockee. 

Woodburv,  Bom-ell  C.  Alner- 
/.  Charles  H.  Webb,  Thomas 
T.  Sly. 

Terrysville,  Charles  Byington. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNT  V. 

Richard  Wahner,  M.  D..  Middletown,  Chairman. 
Wm.  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  Middletown,  Clerk. 


Middletown,   Richard   Warner, 

Joseph  Barratt,  Thoi 

Charles    Woodard,     Win.    B. 

Casey,  F.  Woodruff. 
Chatham,  Charles  Smith,  Francis 

G.  Edgerton. 
Chester,  Ambrose  Pratt. 
Clinton,  L.  P.  Brorkclt. 
Durham,  Scth  L.  Child. 
East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Da- 


tus   Williams,  Elisha    B.  Nye. 
Haddam,  Ira    Hutchinson,  J.  F. 

Irvi 
Killingworih,  Rufus  Turner. 
Portland,  (>  io.  <  i.  Jarvia. 
\  sa  II.  K 

a  H.  Hough,  Fred- 
erd. 
I  iker. 
rook,  Horace  Burr. 


TOLLAND     COUNTY 

Earl  Swift,  M.  D.  Mansfield,  Chairman. 
Ahijah  Ladd,  M.  D.  Tolland,  Clerk. 


Tolland,   Ahijah   Ladd,    Oliver 

K.  feham. 
Bolton,  Jabez  L.  White,  Jr.  Or- 

in  Hunt,  C.  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Wanen  A.  Fuller. 
Coventry,  Eleazcr  Hunt. 
South   Coventry,   Timothy  Dim- 

ock. 
Ellington,   Allen  Hyde,   Horatio 

Dow. 
Hebron.  JOHNS.  PETERS,Or- 

in  C.  White,  Charles  Dowse,  J. 

O.   Loomis,  -  Carver,  -  Plimp- 
ton, J.  R.  Dow. 


Mansfield,  Earl  Swift,  Norman 
Brigham,  William  H.  Richard- 
son. 

Somers,  Orson  Wood,  Erskine 
Hamilton. 

Starlit  :'li   C.  Dow,  J.  C. 

Blodget,  W.illiain  N.  Clark,  S. 
Carpenter,  E.  J.  Prevost. 

Union,  Ebenezer  Lindsey. 

Vernon,  Scotoway  Hinckley,  Al- 
den  Skinner,  Win.  Scott 

Wellington,  Francis  L.  Dickin- 
son. 
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SUMMARY  OF  MEMBERS. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total 

Hartford  County 

76 

5 

81 

New  Haven  " 

70 

6 

76 

New  London" 

•51 

7 

5S 

Fairfield         " 

4S 

3 

51 

Litchfield       " 

51 

7 

58 

Windham      " 

34 

2 

36 

Middlesex      " 

22 

0 

22 

Tolland          " 

26 

4 

30 

378 

34 

412 

Note.  —  It  should  be  observed  that,  though  the  list  of 
Members  contains  all  that  have  been  returned  as  Members 
by  the  different  Clerks,  those  that  have  been  added  to  the 
list  since  the  repeal  of  the  eighth  section  cannot  be  legal 
Members  of  the  Society,  until  voted  in  under  the  By-Law 
passed  by  the  Convention  of  this  year,  and  found  among  its 
proceedings. 


DUTIES  OF  CLERKS. 

To  warn  the  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows, 
and  the  person  recommended  as  a  candidate  for   a  gra- 
tuitous course  of  lectures,  immediately   after  the  Coun- 
ty Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  to 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each 
neglect. 

To  return  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1791.  Dr.  S.  11.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

"  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 
"  Dr.  Thaddeus  Belts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouvicre,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
"  Dr.  S.   II.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

"      Dr.  Lewis  Collins,    on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 
Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 

"      Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 

"      Dr.  James  Potter,  •'  An  Oration." 
1799.  Dr.  Samuel  Nop!, his,  fa  ■•  nf  Bilious  Concretion. 

"      Dr.  Ja red  Potter, ' 
1799.  Dr.  Thaddi  u    Clark-,  a  Dissertation. 
1900.   Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 
1804.   Dr.  Samuel  Wiliard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 
1S17.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on    the    deleterious  effects    of   Ardent 

Spirits. 
1818.  Dr.  William  Bitcl,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemord 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Feverof  Middlctown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1S27.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians  of  this  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  nf  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  II.  Bishop,  on  the  Influence  oi  Moral  Emotions  on 

Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on    the   form  of  Neuralgia,   commonly 

denominated  Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental   qualifications  necessary 

to  a  Physician. 
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1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  ef- 
ficient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1341.  Dr.  Amariah  Brig-ham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 
Jui  is  prudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
community. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  EXAMINATION. 

Your  Committee  have  discharged  their  duties  by  attend- 
ing the  annual  examination  of  candidates  for  Degrees  and 
Licenses  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  com- 
mencing on  the  17th  of  January,  and  continuing  three  days. 

All  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  this 
Society,  also  all  the  Professors  of  the  Institution,  were  pres- 
ent, constituting  a  full  Board. 

The  Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates  was  delivered  by 
Dr.  Welch,  Vice  President  of  this  Society,  in  reference  to 
which  it  becomes  us  only  to  say,  it  was  appropriate  to  the 
occasion  —  containing  many  valuable  and  practical  sugges- 
tions, which  were  evidently  heard  with  much  pleasure  by 
all,  and  we  doubt  not  with  much  profit  by  the  initiates. 

The  Valedictory  Address  was  delivered  by  Abner  H. 
Brown,  a  candidate  for  a  Degree.  It  was  an  able  Address, 
and  apparently  well  received  by  the  audience.  Dr.  Charles 
Woodard  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  Address  to  the  Candi- 
dates in  January,  1845,  and  Dr.  William  H.  Coggswell  was 
appointed  his  substitute. 

Eighteen  candidates,  who  had  attended  two  full  courses 
of  Lectures,  and  complied  with  the  other  legal  requirements,, 
were   admitted  to  the  degree  of   Doctor  of  Medicine ;    and 
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"five  who  had  attended  but  one  course  received  licenses  to 
practice. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  candidates,  and  the  subjects 
of  their  dissertations  : 

Garwood   Hervey  Atwood,  Advantages  of  General  Sci- 
ence to  the  Physician. 
Nehemiah  Banks,  Rubeola. 

Edwin  Curtis  Bidwell,  Pathology  of  Drunkenness. 
Nathan  Taylor  Bliven,  Importance  of  correct  Diagnosis. 
Abner  Hartwell  Brown,  Valedictory  Address. 
Henry    Lwcllen  Wakcman  Burritt,    Animal    Heat,    Di- 
gestion and  Motion  not  Chemical  Action. 
Christopher  Smith  Fcnner,  Lithotrity. 
Gershom  Clerk  Hyde  Gilbert,  Choir;). 
Norman  Knox  Johnson,  Scarlatina. 
Austin  Lord,  True  Philosophy  of  Medicine. 
William  Strickler  McCorkle,  Variola. 
George  Anson  Moody,  Iodine. 

Francis   Allyn  Olmsted,   Use  of   Narcotics  in  the  Treat- 
ment of  [nsanitj . 

David   Atvater  Tyler.    Helianthcinum    Corymbosum  et 
Canadense. 

Charles  Levis  Dhlhorn,  Hydrocele. 
John  Frome  Wells,  Typhous  Fi  ver. 
William  Joseph  Whiting,  Phymosis. 
William  Woodbridge,  Moral  Influence  in  the  Treatment 
of  Disease.  , 

For  Licenses : 

Henry  Eugene  Dibble.  General  Diagnosis. 
William  Frederick  Lacey,  Cynanche  Trachcalis. 
Sidney  Williams  Rockwell,  Present  Phases  of  Empiricism. 
Lucius  Clark  Walton,  Congestive  Bilious  Fever. 
Asa  Curtis  Woodward,  Scarlatina. 

The  appearance  of  the  candidates  before  the  Board  was 
highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  the  Institution,  though 
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all  did  not  appear  equally  well  versed  in  the  theory  of  the 
Science,  and  there  were  those  we  could  wish  were  hetter 
prepared  in  some  of  its  branches.  Still  none  appeared  so 
deficient  as  to  induce  the  Board,  in  the  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  to  withhold  their  Degrees  or  Licenses. 
They  generally  appeared  familiar  with  the  fundamental 
principles,  and  as  a  class  your  Committee  feel  assured  they 
will  prove  an  acquisition  and  an  ornament  to  the  profession. 

The  Committee  of  last  year,  in  their  report,  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Convention  to  the  claims  of  the  Medical  In- 
stitution of  Yale  College  upon  the  medical  profession  of  this 
State.  It  is  our  Institution,  and  it  should  be  considered  one 
of  the  duties  of  this  Convention  to  acquaint  itself  with  its 
condition — to  look  to  its  interests  —  and  devise  means  for 
their  promotion.  It  is  for  us  to  see  that  instruction  is  afford- 
ed there  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  State;  for  so  long  as 
the  laws  enacted  by  our  solicitation  require  that  each  stu- 
dent shall  attend  a  course  of  Lectures  before  being  admitted 
into  the  profession  —  so  long  as  we  control  the  appointment 
of  the  Professors,  and  retain  the  power  of  admitting  or  re- 
jecting all  who  may  apply  for  admission  to  the  honors  and 
privileges  of  the  profession  —  we,  as  a  Society,  through  this 
Convention,  must  be  held  responsible,  and  justly  so,  for  the 
means  afforded  to  individuals  of 'this  State,  to  enter  the  pro- 
fession with  such  qualifications  as  will  enable  them  to  com- 
pete successfully  with  those  from  other  sections  and  other 
institutions.  » 

The  competition  among  the  various  institutions,  particu- 
larly in  our  larger  cities,  is  very  great.  They  are  thereby 
induced  to  select  teachers  of  great  erudition  and  popular  tal- 
ents. They  hold  out  many  apparent  advantages,  not  to  say 
allurements,  to  the  medical  student. 

But  we  have  yet  to  learn  that  they  give  more  practical  in- 
struction, or  better  prepare  the  student  to  discharge  the  vari- 
ed and  responsible  duties  of  a  Physician,  than  our  own  In- 
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stitution,  where,  in  many  respects,  superior  advantages  are 
afforded.  The  extensive  Chemical  Laboratory  —  the  great 
and  choice  collection  of  Minerals  and  Anatomical  prepara- 
tions—  the  abundant  supply  of  subjects  for  public  and  pri- 
vate dissection  —  place  facilities  in  the  hands  of  the  Student 
for  pursuing  these  branches  of  the  Natural  Sciences,  prob- 
ably unequalled  in  our  country.  These,  together  with  the 
known  talents,  fidelity,  experience,  and  practical  knowledge 
of  its  Professors,  will  warrant  us  in  saying  to  the  medical 
students  of  this  Stale,  that  they  have  no  occasion  to  look 
abroad  for  those  opportunities,  which  will  enable  them  to  be 
prepared  to  enter  successfully  the  arena  of  competition. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LITilER  TICKNOR,  Prcsidmt. 


DISSERTATION. 


ON   THE   RESPECT   DUE    TO  THE  MEDICAL   PROFESSION,  AND 

THE   REASONS  THAT  IT  IS  NOT  AWARDED 

BY  THE  COMMUNITY. 

By  WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D. 


[Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  8,  1844.] 


The  relation  which  the  physician  sustains  to  the  commu- 
nity is  one  of  great  responsibility  and  importance.  In  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  depending  upon  it,  it  bears  no 
comparison  with  any  of  the  numerous  relations  of  man  to 
his  fellow-man,  except  it  be  that  of  the  embassador  of  the 
cross;  but  it  stands  out  in  bold  contrast  with  (hem. 
They  have  regard,  for  the  most  part,  otily  to  comfort,  con- 
venience and  wealth;  but  this  to  health  and  life.  It  is  true, 
the  relation  of  the  lawyer  does  sometimes  rise  above  the 
common  level  of  minor  and  temporary  interests,  when  some 
great  principle  of  right  is  called  in  question,  and  especially 
when  the  life  of  a  fellow-man  depends  on  his  exertions. 
But  this  is  only  occasionally ;  while  the  physician  has  the 
issues  of  life  and  death  hanging  every  day  upon  the  efforts 
which  he  is  making,  in  the  ordinary  rounds  of  his  business. 

Besides  the  dread  responsibilities  thus  resting  on  the  phy- 
sician, there  are  other  circumstances  which  add  to  the  inter- 
esting character  of  his  relation  to  society.  He  is  admitted 
freely  into  the  very  bosom  of  families  in  every  walk  of  life. 
He  is  to  them  the  familiar  friend,  as  well  as  the  physician; 
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and  when,  in  the  course  of  years,  he  has  been  with  them  in 
seasons  both  of  death  and  recovery,  of  sorrow  and  of  joy, 
of  urgent  danger  and  then  of  relief  and  escape,  the  mutual 
attachment  is  often  deep  and  tender.  When  we  witness 
this  in  a  single  case,  it  stamps  a  high  interest  on  the  rela-' 
tion  of  the  physician.  But  when  we  see  it  multiplied  by 
the  great  number  of  such  cases,  accumulating  in  an  exten- 
sive and  long-continued  practice,  this  interest  becomes  a 
vast  aggregate,  making  his  station  one  of  preeminent  im- 
portance. 

Add  to  all  this  one  other  circumstance  —  the  extent  and 
variety  of  opportunity  which  the  physician  has  fur  the  ex- 
ercise of  an  active  benevolence.  No  one  gives  more  real 
and  arduous  service  to  the  public  gratuitously  than  he  does. 
The  poor,  who  are  always  with  us,  and  who,  from  their  ve- 
ry povert}^  are  more  apt  to  be  sick,  and  to  suffer  more  in 
their  sickness  from  the  want  of  comforts,  and  the  necessary 
struggle  with  their  circumstances,  draw  largely  on  his  time 
and  his  exertions.  And  without  boasting,  we  can  truly 
say  of  our  profession,  that  when  these  are  not  cheerfully 
given,  it  is  an  exception  to  a  general  rule.  Physicians  are, 
commonly,  actively  Denevolent ;  and  the  world,  however  un- 
just it  may  be  in  other  respects,  generally  accord  this  to  uf. 

Such  high  and  ennobling  interests  being  thus  clustered 
around  the  relation  of  the  physician,  if  he  be  properly  qual- 
ified for  his  work,  so  as  to  do  his  whole  duty,  and  if,  when 
thus  qualified,  he  be  regarded  and  treated  by  the  community 
as  one  faithfully  meeting  such  responsibilities  should  be, 
what  dignity  rests  upon  his  station  !  Feeling  that  the  confi- 
dence which  he  merits  is  reposed  in  him,  he  goes  on  with 
vigor  and  gladness  in  his  career  of  mercy  and  usefulness, 
quickened  to  exertion,  and  not  disturbed  and  borne  down, 
by  his  anxieties  and  perplexities  and  cares.  I  refer  not 
to  that  false  confidence  which  the  physician  often  ob- 
tains in  common  with  the  empiric — and  I  regret  to  say  by 
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the  same  base  means  —  but  to  that  well-grounded  and.mfeT-- 
ligent  confidence  which  we  see  sometimes  awarded  to  the 
high-minded  and  honorable  physician.  When  this  is  both 
deserved  and  awarded,  we  have  in  realization  the  beau  ideal 
of  the  relation  which  the  physician  should  sustain  to  socie- 
ty- But  we  have  to  lament  that  it  is  very  seldom  thus  re- 
alized. And  if  this  arose  only  from  deficiency  of  qualifica- 
tions on  his  part,  and  in  just  proportion  to  that  deficiency,  it 
would  be  well.  Hut  this  is  not  true,  either  of  individuals, 
or  of  the  profession  as  a  mass.  Confidence  is  not  reposed 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  merit ;  but  it  is  to  a  great  de- 
gree governed  by  whim  and  caprice ;  and  the  whole  com- 
munity do  not  regard  an  educated  medical  profession  with 
that  steady  and  intelligent  esteem  that  they  do  the  other  pro- 
fessions. 

Let  us  for  a  few  moments  examine  the  proofs  of  this.as- 
scrtion. 

The  first  proof  which  I  shall  cite  is  the  acknowledged  fact, 
that  there  is  more  of  quackery  in  medicine  than  in  the  pro- 
fessions of  law  and  theology.  The  evidences  of  this  fact 
are  palpable  and  numerous.  The  amount  of  quack  adver- 
tisements in  the  papers  of  the  day,  indicate  the  enormous 
Appetite  of  the  people  for  empiricism.  In  one  paper  of 
twenty  columns,  1  counted  recently  eleven  filled  with  such 
advertisements.  \  And  the  evil  has  of  late  years  largely  in- 
creased. Formerly  you  would  see  but  a  few  secret  nos- 
trums advertised  year  after  year,  such  as  Anderson  s  Cough 
Drops  and  .Moore's  Kssence  of  Life.  But  now  there  are 
new  medicines  constantly  appearing  in  rapid  succession, 
and  going  quickly  through  their  several  stages  of  rise,  acme, 
and  decline.  Adventurers  in  this  broad  field  of  imposition 
spring  up  in  abundance,  and  sonic  are  from  our  own  ranks, 
which  they  have  deserted,  with  the  hope  of  making  a  for- 
tune in  a  day,  instead  of  plodding  along  through  life  in  the 
poorly-compensated  but  noble  duties  of  the  true  votary  of 
medical  science. 
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JuaA  Quackery  is  far  from  being  confined  to  the  unlearned 
and  ill-informed.  Men  of  respectability  and  acknowledged 
good  sense  in  other  matters  —  men  who  would  be  sure  to  get 
the  best  legnl  advice,  and  to  sit  under  the  ministrations  of  a 
regularly-educated  clergyman  —  are  not  only  willing  to 
take  quack  medicines,  but  they  imbibe  some  of  the  wildest 
notions  of  the  day,  and  employ  the  most  ignorant  empirics, 
and  degrade  the  educated  physician  down  to  a  level  with 
them  in  their  estimate  of  his  professional  character.  The 
lawyer  himself,  though  he  sees  his  own  profession  hemmed 
in  by  the  strict  limits  of  a  prescribed  education,  and  by  a 
formidable  array  of  antiquated  technicalities,  thus  opposing 
to  the  intrusion  of  quackery  a  firm  though  time-worn  and 
moss-covered  wall,  that  it  cannot  scale  —  even  he  is  often  seen 
encouraging  in  our  profession  empiricism  of  the  grossest 
kind,  and  perhaps  cheers  on  and  assists  an  ignorant  populace 
in  pulling  down  our  modern  wall,  which  has  been  so  recently 
built  that  its  uniting  cement  is  yet  hardly  dry.  The  legis- 
lator, too,  appointed  by  the  people  as  the  protector  of  all 
those  barriers  which  have  been  erected  to  guard  them  at 
every  point  against  the  evils  of  irresponsible  ignorance  and 
secret  imposture,  though  faithful  to  his  trust  in  relation  to  all 
other  interests,  and  instinctively  shrinking  from  jeopardizing 
them  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  defenses  of  law,  batters  down, 
with  ruthless  hand,  the  barriers  which  protect  the  health 
and  life  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  sends  in  through  the 
breach  the  whole  motley  herd  of  illiterate  and  reckless 
quacks.  And  the  clergyman,  who  deplores  gross  theologi- 
cal errors  that  come  from  irregidarity  and  forsaking  of  the 
old  paths,  and  is  of  the  straitest  orthodoxy  in  excluding 
quackery  from  his  own  profession,  is  often  seen  foremost  in 
the  ranks  of  the  patrons  of  medical  empiricism.  Though 
he  may  strain  at  a  gnat  in  guarding  against  theological 
quackery,  when  he  comes  to  medicine  verily  he  is  ready  to 
swallow  a  camel. 
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f  And  here  we  cannot  forbear  saying,  that  clergymen, 
above  all  men.  should  not  be  found  among  those  who  favor 
empiricism.  For  the  most  part  they  receive  the  gratuitous 
attendance  of  the  physician,  which  is  most  cheerfully  given 
to  a  class  who  labor  so  arduously,  and  for  so  small  a  com- 
pensation, as  they  ordinarily  do,  for  the  £ccd  of  their  fellow- 
men.  And  yet  many  of  them  often  bestow  the  weight  of 
their  powerful  and  extensive  influence  on  the  encourage- 
ment of  systems  of  quackery  and  patent  nostrums.  Some 
of  the  chief  supporters  of  Homoeopathy,  and  other  kindred 
delusions,  are  distinguished  clergymen.  1| 
(  Though  quackery  is  more  rife  inmcdicine  than  in  theology, 
it  has  of  late  years  made  some  very  serious  inroads  upon  the 
clerical  profession.  Irregular  and  irresponsible  evangelists, 
and  their  measures,  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  established 
ministry,  laboring  in  their  appointed  way  steadily  from 
year  to  year,  that  wandering  empirics  and  their  nostrums  do 
to  educated  physicians  and  their  modes  of  practice.  The 
same  picas  are  made  for  the  one  as  for  the  other.  It  is  said 
that  the  evangelist  and  his  measures  do  good,  and  the  same 
is  as  truly  said  of  the  quack  and  his  medicines.  And  the 
same  can  be  said,  too,  of  the  evil  results  in  the  two  cases; 
•viz,  thai  they  vastly  overbalance  the  good  that  is  done./ 

It  would  be  interesting  to  follow  out  the  parallel,  and  show 
the  similarity,  in  many  points,  in  the  results  of  quackery  in 
religion  and  in  medicine.  But  my  limits  will  allow  me  to  al- 
lude to  only  one  of  these  points.  As  the  votary  of  medical 
empiricism  loses  all  rational  confidence  in  educated  skill, 
and  is  continually  running  from  medicine  to  medicine,  and 
from  system  to  system,  so  he  that  imbibes  the  principles  of 
quackery  in  religion  acquires  a  distaste  for  the  regular  min- 
istrations of  the  gospel,  and  is  ready  to  adopt  every  new 
notion  or  measure  that  can  feed  his  desire  for  excitement 
and  novelty.  An  unsettled  and  ever-varying  state  of  things 
is  the   legitimate  result  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  in  the  \ 
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other.  And  now  that  the  clerical  is  suffering  similar  tribu- 
lation with  that  which  has  always  burdened  the  medical 
profession,  we  shall  hope  to  have  some  sympathy  from  that 
quarter  —  sympathy  which  will  prompt  the  clergy  to  apply 
the  same  principle  to  medical  that  they  do  to  theological 
quackery,  and  to  eschew  the  former  as  decidedly  as  they  do 
the  latterel 

The  second  proof  which  I  shall  adduce  of  the  truth  of 
the  assertion,  that  public  sentiment  does  not  award  the  same 
respect  to  the  medical  piofession  as  it  does  to  that  of  law  or 
divinity,  is  the  fact,  that  success  is  not  in  such  just  propor- 
tion to  merit  among  medical  men,  as  it  is  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  other  professions.  Men  of  little  talent  and  small 
acquirements,  %ften  obtain  a  large  medical  practice ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  many  physicians  can  be  found,  of  real 
merit,  whose  practice  is  very  limited.  This  is  not  so  either 
in  the  profession  of  law  or  of  theology. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  some  who  are  far  from  being 
good  lawyers,  acquire  a  large  legal  practice.  But  to  do  this, 
though  they  may  not  be  accurate  and  learned  in  the  law, 
they  must  have  real  talent  of  some  kind,  either  as  advocates 
or  as  business  men.  They  cannot  do  it,  as  physicians  often 
do,  by  mere  tact  and  cunning,  exercised  not  in  the  appropri- 
ate duties  of  the  profession,  but  in  producing  false  impres- 
sions of  their  skill  on  the  public  mind  —  not  in  managing 
disease,  but  in  managing  the  whims  and  caprices  of  their 
employers. '  It  is  an  utter  impossibility  that  any  lawyer 
should  acquire  a  large  business,  with  so  small  an  amount 
of  talent,  as  is  possessed  by  some  physicians  who  have  an 
extensive  practice  —  and  that,  too,  among  the  wealthy  and 
learned  and  titled  in  our  land.  And  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  many  members  of  our  profession,  delving  their  way 
through  life  with  a  practice  that  barely  gives  them  a  suste- 
nance, who  would,  with  the  same  talent  employed  in  the 
legal  profession,  obtain  an  abundance  both  of   honor  and 
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emolument.     The   same   comparison  can  be  made  for  the 
most  part  with  the  clerical  profession. 

In  natural  connection  with  the  proof  just  adduced,  there 
q  is  another.IJIt  is  the  fact,  that  a  physician's  reputation 
^  among  the  members  of  the  profession,  for  talent  and  skill,  is  %1 
very  often  no  measure  of  his  reputation  in  the  community  — 
a  fart  which  does  not  exist,  to  any  extent  at  least,  in  the 
other  professions.  It  is  often  the  case  that  a  physician  of 
small  practice  is  highly  respected  by  his  medical  brethren, 
and  his  advice  is  valued  by  them  in  difficult  c^ses ;  wink, 
on  the  contrary,  there  arc  men  enjoying  a  lucrative  business, 
whose  opinions  have  very  little  weight  with  their  brother 
physiciansj  Considerable  deference  is  paid  to  them,  it  is 
true;  but  Jn  is  only  from  necessity,  from  the  elevated  station 
into  which  the  community  have'  put  them  from  a  false  esti- 
mate ol  their  merit.  This  distinction  between  reputation 
in  the  profession  and  a  mere  popular  reputation  is  often  so 
palpable,  that  it  is  a  subject  of  common  remark;  and  it  is 
a  most  decisive  evidence  that  medical  skill  is  not  estimated 
by  the  public  upon  right  grounds,  and  often  fails  to  gain  that 
respect  which  is  its  due,  and  which  is  more  surely  awarded 
to  talent   in  the   other  professions. 

I  have  no  reference  in  the  above  observations  to  physi- 
cians who  have  talents  of  a  high  order,  and  yet  who'have 
not  good  judgment  and  common  sense  to  guide  them.  There 
are  many  such,  who,  though  very  acute  and  ingenious  in 
their  speculations  and  theories,  are  far  from  being  good  prac- 
tical physicians.  These  may  and  sometimes  do  succeed  in 
gaining  a  reputation  among  the  people,  in  spite  of  their  real 
incapacity  for  a  judicious  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
physician:  though  they  ordinarily  do  not.  These  are  not 
the  cases  which  I  had  in  my  mind.  I  referred  to  cases  in 
which  the  failure  to  succeed  does  notarise  from  any  deficien- 
cy of  judgment  in  managing  disease;  but  from  want  of  skill 
or  rather  tact  in  producing  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
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munity.  This  is  a  talent,  it  is  true ;  but  it  is  one  which  is 
possessed  by  many  who  have  very  little  skill  in  the  treat-- 
ment  of  disease. 

One  more  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  assertion  .remains  to 
be  notlc&A-r  The  standing  of  a  physician,  with  the  public 
is  not  necessarily  influenced  by  the  opinions  which  he  avows 
on  medical  subjects.  A  reputation  for  wisdom  and  talent  in 
the  other  professions  is  very  much  affected  by  the  doctrines 
which  are  advanced  and  defended.  If  they  militate  against 
sound  reaso/i  and  common  sense,  the  wisdom  of  their  au- 
thor is  called  in  question.  If  he  be  fanciful  in  his  notions 
and  theories,  his  opinions  have  little  practical  weight  with 
the  community,  though  it  may  accord  to  him  ;the  merit  of 
talent  and  ingenuity.  The  people,  for  the  most  part,  render 
a  just  verdict  in  such  cases.  } 

ut  it  is  far  otherwise  with  medical  men.  Sound  judg- 
ment and  real  wisdom  need  not  to  be  stamped  upon  their 
opinions  and  teachings,  to  give  them  favor  and  currency 
with  the  people.  False,  fanciful,  and  even  ridiculous  doc- 
trines may  be  advanced  by  a  physician  without  injuring  his 
standing  with  his  employers —  as  well  those  who  are  learned 
and  well  informed,  as  the  illiterate  and  unthinking.  Nay, 
they  may  even  add  to  his  popularity.  /Men  seem,  when  they 
come  to  the  subject  of  medicine,  to  leave  behind  them  all 
those  tests,  which  they  commonly  apply  to  sentiments  and 
opinions,  to  dis:over  their  wisdom  or  to  detect  their  folly. 
Even  those  who  exhibit  great  stability  and  acuteness  of 
mind  in  sifting  truth  and  rejecting  plausible  error  on  other 
subjects,  are  often  seen  to  be  blown  about  by  every  wind  of 
doctrine  in  medicine,  j 

C  Homoeopathy  furnishes  a  good  illustration  of  these  re- 
arks.  This  new  science,  (as  it  is  impudently  styled  by  its 
advocates),  has  among  its  votaries  many  of  the  wise  and 
learned.  It  is  the  refined  and  polite  system  of  quackery  of 
the  present  day,  though  it  is  now  threatened  with  an  eclipse 


by  the  rising  Hydropathy  of  Priessnitz.  It  is  really  aston- 
ishing to  see  persons  of  acute  discernment,  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  examine  every  thing  minutely,  and  receive  almost 
nothing  upon  trust,  devour  with  the  open  mouth  and  closed 
eyes  of  credulity,  the  wildest  notions  of  Hahnemann.  There  ■ 
is  one  of  his  doctrines  which  I  believe  they  do  reject,  and  it 
is  one  which  he  says  it  cost  him  twelve  years  of  study  to 
estahlish.  It  is  this.  The  great  majority  of  chronic  com- 
plaints arise  from  the  disease  vulgarly  called  the  itch  !■  The 
difficulty  in  receiving  this  is  not  its  folly,  for  his  other  opin- 
ions are  as  palpably  foolish  as  this  is.  The  true  reason  is, 
that  it  is  too  gross  and  vulgar  for  the  refined  followers  of 
Hahnemann,  and  therefore  they  say  nothing  about  it,  even 
though  this  great  reformer  in  medicine  proclaimed  it  as  one 
of  the  three  grand  discoveries  which  were  to  make  him 
immortal  in  fame  j 

/But  it  is  often  said  that  many  physicians  have  adopted 
the  Homoeopathic  views,  and  that  some  of  them  are  of  high 
standing.  This  is  far  from  being  true.  Very  few  physi- 
cians of  any  respectability  have  adopted  them,  and  none 
of  those  few  have  ever  had  a  commanding  influence  m  the 
profession.  So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  those 
physicians  who  have  become  Homccopathists  belong  to 
two  classes  —  those  who  are  visionary,  and  who  areapttoen- 
gage  m  new  projects  with  enthusiasm;  and  those  who  have 
taken  up  this  mode  of  practice  to  secure  patronage,  which 
they  would  fail  to  obtain  by  pursuing  a  rational  course, 
without  regard  to  the  prevailing  whims  and  tastes  of  the 
community.  / 
«"/_Thc  doctrines  of  Homoeopathy  have  sometimes  been  most 
T unjustly  classed  with  other  theories  that  have  been  advanced 
by  medical  men.  such  as  that  of  Broussais,  for  example.  And 
it  has  been  said  that  physicians  dislike,  and  treat  with  con- 
tempt, any  one  who  introduces  any  new  doctrine  or  system. 
This  is  11, . i  so.     Though   die  doctrine  of  Broussais  was  di- 
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rectly  opposed  to  the  commonly-received  notions  of  the  pro- 
fession, he  was  always  treated  with  respect,  and  even  hon- 
or, by  his  opponents,  because  in  the  midst  of  his  errors 
__r- ^  truth  was  developed,  and  real  talent  was  displayed.     But  it 
iiCAS^s  not  so  wjth  HahnemanrrHlia  docfflfte-is  an  outrage  on  all 
wu  "W  truth,  and   even  common  sense.     It  is  as  much  out  of  the 
way  of  all  reason  in  medicine,  as  Millerism  or  Mormonism 
,  is  in  religion.     Ii  is  worthy  only  of  mingled  pity  and  con- 
tempts The  doctrines  of  Broussaisand  Hahnemann  are  both 
false  doctrines;  but  while  that  of  Broussais  has  some  mix- 
#      ture  of  truth  in  it,  and  has  led  to   investigations  which  are 
really  beneficial  that  of  Hahnemann  isu/ic/ly  fake  ar.d  lid- 
iculous,  and  leads  to  no  good  results. 

Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  false  theories  are  often  main- 
tained in  law  and  theology,  and  their  authors  get  much  cre- 
dit for  their  talent  and  ingenuity!  But  they  are  theories.of 
the  same  stamp  as  that  of  Broussais  is  in  medicine./ No  le- 
e;al  or  theological  doctrine,  so  fanciful  and  so  encumbered 
with  folly  as  Hahnemann's  is,  could  ever  give  its  inventor 
applause  among  the  learned  and  refined,  as  Hahnemann's 
doctrine  has  done  for  him.  He  would  be  ridiculed,  not  only 
by  the  members  of  his  own  profession,  but  by  all  the  wise 
and  judicious  in  the  community,  many  of  whom  give  to  the 
Homoeopathy  of  Hahnemann  and  other  kmdred  follies  their 
approbation  and  their  patronage.    J 

Having  thus  considered  the  principal' proofs  of  my  asser- 
tion, that  the  medical  profession  is  not  respected  as  the  other 
professions  are,  I  now  invite  your  attention  to  the  causes  of 
this  want  of  respect.  As  my  object  is  a  practical  one,  bear- 
ing directly  upon  our  responsibilities  and  duties  as  physi- 
cians, it  is  not  my  intention  to  go  into  an  examination  of  all 
these  causes,  but  only  those  which  exist  in  the  profession  it- 
self. Let  us  look  at  these  faithfully,  and  do  what  we  can  to 
remove  them. 

1  have  already  spoken  of  a-  false  and  fanciful  confidence, 
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•which  is  often  reposed  in  the  physician,  as  well  as  in  the 
empiric,  in  contrast  with  a  rational  and  steady  confidence, 
based  on  true  grounds,  and  having  nothing  in  common  with 
empiricism.  It  is  this  latter  kind  of  confidence  which  the 
medical  profession  should  claim  of  the  public  as  its  right. 
Hut  this  claim  is  too  often  waived  by  the  physician  ;  and  he 
enters  the  lists,  to  obtain  the  prize  of  popular  confidence  and 
applause,  on  the  same  terms  withlhe  most  arrant  quack,  l.ilce 
him  he  yields  to  the  caprice  and  whims  of  the  multitude  to 
gain  their  favor.  When  he  does  this  he  indicts  a  wound  upon 
i!  e  honor  of  the  profession  ;  and.  by  bringing  it  down  from 
its  noble  and  elevated  calling  to  a  competition  with  empiri- 
cism, essentially  degrades  it   in   the  eyes  of  the  community. 

1  would  he  far  from  recommeuding  thai  the  physician 
should  court  a  war  with  every  popular  notion  of  a  false  char- 
acter. Bui  he  should  nc-vei  .shrink  from  the  encouni>  i 
when  by  doing  so  he  would  compromise  the  dignity  of  the 
profession.  Yet  there  arc  many  physicians,  who  not  only 
prove  treacherous  deserters  ;it  such  limes,  but  actually  go 
over  to  the  enemy,  that  they  may  get  a  share  of  the  spoils. 

Yon  can  I'.n  1  an  illustration  of  these  remarks  in  any  of 
the  popular  errors  of  the  day.  Take,  for  example,  the  pre- 
judice which  has  existed  against  the  use  of  calomel.  Many 
physicians  have  made  use  of  this  prejudice,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  as  a  hobby  to  ride  into  popular  favor ;  while, 
perhaps  at  the  sam  i  tunc  they  have  administered  this  reme- 
dy nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  much  as  they  ever  did,  but  con- 
cealed  in  combination  with  other  medicines.  Instead  of 
striving,  as  they  should  do,  to  convince  their  employers  of 
the  truth  on  this  subject,  they  yield  an  assent  to  their  notions, 
ami  aim  to  produce  the  false  impression  that  they  use  this 
drug  much  less  than  other  physicians  do,  perhaps  even 
that  they  do  not  use  it  at  all :  thus,  by  base  insinuations,  in- 
flicting an  injury  upon  their  brethren,  and  on  the  profession 
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at  large.*  Let  me  not  be  understood  to  claim  that  the  fact 
of  its  use  should  always  be  made  known,  as  a  matter 
of  course.  The  good  of  the  patient  may  require  that 
this  knowledge  be  withheld,  and  then  it  should  be  done, 
if  it  can  be  consistently  with  real  honesty.  But  I  do 
protest  against  such  sheer  deception  as  giving  this  remedy 
in  combination  with  something  else,  and  calling  it,  for  ex- 
ample, a  quieting  powder,  a  deception  which  I  have  known 
to  be  practised  more  than  once.  And  I  protest,  also,  against 
making  use  of  this,  or  any  other  popular  whim,  to  build  up 
one's  own  interest  to  the  detriment  of  the  interests  of  others. 
Similar  remarks  might  be  made  in  regard  to  other  prevalent 
notions,  but  this  will  sufhce. 

I  have  said  that  the  physician  has  two  kinds  of  reputation  ; 
a  reputation  with  the  people,  and  another  with  the  profes- 
sion; that  they  are  for  the  most  part  based  on  different 
grounds  ;  and  are  often  no  measure  of  each  other.  There  is 
too  much  disposition,  on  the  part  of  many  physicians,  to 
prefer  decidedly  apopular  reputation  to  a  strictly  professional 
one,  for  two  reasons.  It  requires  less  skill  and  talent  and 
study  to  obtain  it,  and  when  it  is  obtained  it  is  more  profita- 
ble. Many  therefore  determine  to  acquire  this  at  all  haz- 
ards, even  if  it  be  at  the  expense  of  honor  and  good  stand- 
ing among  their  brethren.  They  thus  waste  their  energies  in 
efforts,  which  not  only  tend  to  impair,  rather  than  increase, 
their  skill  in  the  treatment  of  disease,  but  contribute  also  to 
lower  the  general  standard  of  attainment  in  the  profession, 
and  consequently  the  respect  which  it  receives  from  the 
community.  The  science  of  patient-getting  is  often  more 
assiduously  studied  than  that  of  patient-curing.  Real  suc- 
cess is  not  so  much  desired  as  the  mere  appearance  of  it. 


*  Armenian  bole,  as  it  is  an  inert  substance  and  yet  has  a  decided  color,  is 
quite  a  favorite  article  with  those  who  practice  this  concealment,  and  many  a 
physician  has  gained  much  credit  from  the  wonderful  effects  of  his  pink 
powders,  his  palicut  not  once  dreaming  that  they  are   calomel   in  disguise. 


Common  ground  is  taken  with  the  boasting  charlatan.  The 
people  arc  to  be  imbued  with  a  great  sense  of  the  physician's 
skill  without  any  reference  to  real  merit.  The  object  is  to 
be  attained,  at  any  rate,  and  whether  it  can  be  done  on  true 
or  false  grounds,  seems  not  to  be  very  material. 

If  this  evil  were  confined  to  but  a  few  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, and  those  few  were  of  low  character  and  limited  in- 
fluence, I  would  not  dwell  on  this  point.  But  it  is  a  fact  that 
cannot  be  disputed,  that  some  physicians  of  real  skill  and 
talent  are  tempted  out  of  the  right  path,  to  cater  for  the  em- 
pirical tastes  of  the  multitude,  in  order  to  build  up  their  rep- 
utation. And  they  are  sometimes  heard  to  justify  such  a 
course  by  the  false  and  cowardly  plea,  that  often  the  only 
way  to  compete  successfully  with  the  ignorant  and  dishon- 
orable is  tu  m«t  them  on  their  own  ground,  ami  fight  them 
witli  their  own  weapons. 

Self-interest  is  often  seen  thus  sacriuVin^  the  ■_  iod  of  the 
profession,  when  the  two  come  into  apparenl  opposition. 
The  very  Lai  which  some  physicians  habitually  use 

in  regard  to  the  practiceof  medicine,  prompted  by  this  spirit, 
is  calcul  i  d  to  degrade  il  in  the  estimation  of  the  multitude. 
Instead  of  defending  the  profession,  ami  its  members,  against 
the  att  ks  of  empiricism,  and  the  more  common,  and  at  the 
siiiue  time  more  injurious,  attacks  of  sly  and  covert  insinua- 
tion, they  lend  to  them  their  approbation  and  encouragement, 
looking  only  to  their  own  private  advantage,  and  caring  not 
for  the  welfare  or  character  of  their  brethren  or  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

But  if  we  wish  the  profession  to  prosper,  and  to  prosper 
with  it  our:  elves,  this  narrow  and  selfish  spirit  must  be  ban- 
ished from  among  us.  We  must  cultivate  an  honorable  es- 
prit du  rorjis.  and  temporary  emolument  must  he  given  up 
whenever  required  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  whole.  It 
is  a  short-sighted  policy  to  pursue  a  different  course. 
Though  success  may  be  the  result,    it  is  at  the  expense   of 
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great  pains-taking,  and  coupled  with  the  loss  of  self-respect 
and  of  an  approving  conscience.  Besides,  success  thus  obtain- 
ed is  insecure.  Built  on  tastes  and  notions  which  arc  evan- 
escent and  changing,  it  may  be  easily  lost.  And  if  it  be  re- 
tained through  a  long  life,  it  is  done  by  such  constant  and 
aii-'-ious  labor  to  ensure  conformity  with  popular  changes, 
that  there  is  none  of  that  quiet  and  dignified  enjoyment, 
which  attends  the  success  of  the  honorable  and  independent 
man  of  science. 

The  physician  who  chooses  to  employ  mean  and  empirical 
arts  in  acquiring  his  reputation,  does  so  for  the  most  part 
with  impunity,  so  far  as  public  opinion  is  concerned.  The 
community  generally  have  very  loose  ideas  of  the  rules  of 
honorable  intercourse  among  physicians,  and  are  disposed  to 
cast  contempt  upon  anything  like  medical  etiquette — a  dis- 
position, which  dishonorable  membeis  of  our  profession,  for 
obvious  reasons,  are  very  willing  to  encourage.  And  then, 
too,  the  quackery,  of  which  regular  physicians  are  guilty,  is 
apt  to  be  of  an  intangible  character,  escaping  the  eve  of  the 
common  observer.  It  is  very  much  like  the  profanity  of 
some  people,  which  instead  of  being  bold  and  open,  is  ex- 
pressed in  language  so  modified  as  to  keep  within  the  limits  of 
a  conventional  decency,  and  in  print  appears  only  in  ini- 
tial and  terminal  letters  with  a  dash  between  them.  This 
stealthy  skulking  quackery  among  medical  men,  that  fears 
the  face  of  day,  does  vastly  more  injury  to  the  profession 
than  glaring  and  shameless  empiricism,  with  all  its  array  of 
certif cites  and  advertisements.  These  thrusts  in  the  dark 
from  professed  friends  inflict  more  severe  wounds  than  are 
e\e-  received  from  the  open  foe. 

Theevil  of  which  we  sptakcommonly  exists  to  a  greaterex- 
tent  in  the  country  than  in  large  towns  and  cities.  Wherever 
there  are  physicians  enough  to  form  a  real  medical  commu- 
nity, having  a  public  sentiment  as  a  living  efficient  principle 
of  its  organization,  we  have  a  good  corrective  for  this  evil, 
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thouch  not  an  adequate  one  in  all  cases.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances a. character,  with  the  profession,  both  for  honor 
and  for  skill,  is  obviously  of  more  value  to  its  possessor  than 
it  is  in  a  scattered  population,  where  ones  strictly  profes- 
sional character  is  not  so  well  known  by  the  people,  and  where 
any  infraction  of  our  established  rides  of  intercourse  can 
meet  for  the  most  pari,  with  only  individual  rebuke,  which, 
however  just  and  proper  it  may  be,  is  exceedingly  liable 
to  be  attributed  tn  personal  feeling  and  prejudice. 

If  all  physicians  would  adhere  strictly  to  the  rules  that 
are  laid  down  in  our  articles  of  medical  police,  and  endea- 
vor to  make  the  intelligent  and  influential  in  society  ac- 
quainted with  them,  and  point  out  their  reasonableness  on 
all  proper  occasions,  the  petty  contentions  which  now  so  of- 
ten degrade  the  profession,  would  cease,  and  it  would  no 
longer  lie  a  by-word  lor  its  uncertainty  and  its  disagree- 
ments, not  to  say  its  quarrels,  but  it  would  command,  as  it 
should  do,  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. 

We  may  sometimes  find  a  striking  verification  of  these 
remarks,  by  looking  at  the  comparative  state  of  the  pro 
sion  in  different  places,  \\  herever  yoo.  see  physicians  har- 
monious, careful  of  each  other's  character,  seeking  tor  repu- 
tation on  right  grounds,  and  governed  by  the  rules  of  honor 
in  their  intercourse  and  iheir  competition,  there  you  see  the 
profession  receiving  the  esteem  which  is  its  due,  and  quack- 
ery hides  its  head  iu  shame.  Hut  where  you  find  tin'  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  in  any  place  engaged  in  contentions 
with  each  other,  and  relying  upon  mere  tact  and  the  artifices 
of  empiricism  in  gaining  a  reputation,  you  will  see  that 
community  placing  a  low  estimate  on  educated  skill,  and 
quackery  will  be  bold  and  impudent,  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine of  popular  favor.  A  single  physician  often  does  great 
harm  by  lending  his  influence  to  produce  such  a  state  of 
things,  in  a  community;  and  thus  makes  one  of  the  best  il- 
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lustrations  in  the  world  of  the  important  truth,  that  '  one 
sinner  destroyeth  much  good.'  He  introduces  jealousies 
and  broils  among  brethren,  who  would  otherwise  be  at  peace 
—  provokes  them  to  retaliate  his  dishonorable  treatment  — 
and  puts  them  in  a  false  position  by  making  false  issues 
with  them  before  the  public.  And  if  he  be  endowed  with 
some  tact,  he  may  do  all  this  and  yet  manage  to  keep  the 
good  opinion  of  a  large  portion  of  the  community ;  especially 
if  he  can  link  in  with  himself  some  of  his  medical  brethren 
by  the  strong  bond  of  self-interest,  so  that  they  will  be  dis- 
posed to  defend  or  at  least  palliate  his  conduct. 

Many  of  the  members  of  our  profession  have  been  guilty 
not  only  of  using  the  arts  of  empiricism,  but  of  giving  cur- 
rency to  its  nostrums.  To  say  nothing  of  the  occasional  ad- 
ministration of  patent  medicines  to  gratify  the  desires  and 
Avhims  of  the  sick,  a  long  array  of  distinguished  men  from 
our  own  ranks  could  be  adduced,  as  having  given  the  weight 
of  their  influence  to  quackery  by  certificates  setting  forth 4he 
virtues  of  secret  medicines.  And  as  the  voice'  of  the  whole 
profession  has  not  been  loudly  and  perseveringly  lifted 
against  this  evil,  it  is  chargeable  with  the  sin  of  consenting 
to  its  existence.  Never  can  we  offer  a  bold  and  unbroken 
front  in  opposition  to  quackery,  till  we  individually  and  col- 
lectively maintain  to  the  letter  the  true  principle  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  is  this  :  that  secrecy  in  regard  to  the  composition 
of  medicines  is  opposed  both  to  the  usefulness  and  the  dignity 
of  the  profession,  and  is  calculated  to  deceive  and  injure  the 
community.  The  multitude  of  boasted  new  medicines  which 
are  constantly  put  forth,  are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  old 
combinations  of  well-known  remedies,  perhaps  a  little  mod- 
ified ;  and  they  would  have  no  favor  with  the  public  if  they 
were  stripped  of  the  charm  of  secresy.  The  only  way  to 
guard  effectually  against  this  kind  of  imposture  is  obviously 
to  discard  utterly  all  secret  nostrums.  If  any  physician  has 
made  any  real  discovery,  let  him  bring  it  out  to  the  light. 
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and  prove  his  title  to  the  high  honor  of  a  discoverer  in  the 
fields  of  science;  but  let  him  not  enter  into  competition  with 
the  herd  of  pretenders,  who  are  palming  off  upon  the  public 
old  remedies  as  new  discoveries,  merely  because  he  may  in 
this  way  realize  more  pecuniary  profit.  The  fact  that  he 
does  so  is  presumptive  evidence  that  he  really  belongs  to 
that  vulgar  herd. 

There  is  one  evasion  of  the  principle  that  T  have  stated, 
against  which  I  must  here  most  strongly  protest.  Some  phy- 
sicians have  offered  medicines  for  sale,  informing  their  agents 
that  the  composition  can  be  made  known  to  any  medical 
man  who  desires  it.  This  is  a  very  different  course  from 
that  which  the  honor  of  the  profession  demands  of  one  of 
its  members.  For  after  all,  while  the  composition  of  the 
medicine  becomes  in  this  way  very  slowly  known  to  physi- 
cians in  different  parts  of  the  country,  its  sale  is  rapidly 
forced  upon  the  public  by  blazoning  advertisements  and  nu- 
merous agents  in  every  quarter;  so  that,  if  it  be  found  to  be 
really  nothing  new,  the  community  are  effectually  cheated, 
for  a  time  at  least,  and  the  more  so  perhaps  from  the  appa- 
rent candor  and  honesty  with  which  its  author  is  disposed 
to  treat  his  medical  brethren.  So  popular  and  successful 
has  this  course  been,  that  some  of  the  venders  of  secret  rem- 
edies out  of  the  profession  have  also  adopted  it. 

Our  duty  is  so  clear,  and  so  well  established  in  regard  to 
Secret  nostrums  and  patent  medicines,  that  I  have  had  some 
hesitation  in  dwelling  at  all  on  this  subject.  But  there  has 
been,  and  still  continues  to  be,  so  much  laxity  among  the 
members  of  the  profession  on  this  important  point,  that  it 
seems  to  be  necessary  on  all  proper  occasions  to  proclaim  our 
principles,  and  insist  upon  a  strict  observance  of  them. 

I  have  thus,  with  all  plainness,  pointed  out  most  of  those 
causes  of  the  want  of  respect  on  the  part  of  the  community 
towards  the  medical  profession,  which  have  their  existence 
in  the  profession  itself.  1  have  done  it  for  a  practical  pur- 
pose, with  the  hope  thai  we  may  be  aroused  to  the  removal 
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of  these  causes,  so  far  as  they  may  be  found  within  the  bor- 
ders of  our  society.  To  effect  this  we  must  do  our  duty, 
both  individually  and  collectively,  in  obedience  to  those 
principles  by  which,  as  men  of  science  and  fellow-members 
of  a  noble  profession,  we  ought  to  be  governed. 

Let  us  address  ourselves  then  in  good  earnest  to  the  work 
of  building  up  the  marred  and  decayed  honor  of  our  profes- 
sion, and  endeavor  to  place  it  in  that  elevated  position  which 
a  profession  should  have,  bearing  such  high  responsibilities, 
engaged  in  so  noble  a  work  of  humanity,  and  justly  claim- 
ing to  be  the  repository  of  the  medical  knowledge  which 
has  been  accumulating  from  the  labor  of  ages  in  study  and 
research  and  experience.  Let  us  have  no  communion  with 
empiricism  in  any  form.  Let  us  carefully  discard  every 
g  that  is  inconsistent  with  honor  and  a  good  conscience, 
for  no  body  of  men  nor  profession  can  command  the  respect 
of  the  community  for  any  length  of  time  without  self- 
respect,  any  more  than  an  individual  can.  Let  competition 
always  be  honorable,  and  not  descend  to  the  low  arts  of  the 
mere  pretender  to  skill.  Instead  of  being  actuated  by  a  nar- 
row and  unjust  selfishness,  let  us  cultivate  that  esprit  du  corps 
which  will  lead  us  to  act  in  unison  for  the  good  of  the  pro- 
fession as  a  whole. 

There  never  has  been  a  time  when  there  was  a  more  im- 
perative necessity  for  the  application  of  these  principles  in 
our  profession  ;  and  I  may  say,  too,  there  never  has  been  a 
time  when  they  could  be  applied  to  more  effect.  Never  has 
there  been  so'much  of  empiricism  as  there  is  now.  Never 
has  it  assumed  such  a  variety  of  forms  to  suit  all  tastes,  and 
never  has  it  made  such  daring  onsets  upon  the  medical  pro- 
fession. Never  have  the  opinions  of  the  people  been  so 
thoroughly  unsettled  in  regard  to  different  remedies  and 
modes  of  practice ;  and  the  remark  is  heard  every  day,  even 
from  men  of  intelligence,  '  in  medicine  I  know  not  what  to 
believe.'  But  1  see  the  dawn  of  a  better  day  for  our  profes- 
sion in  this  wavering  public  sentiment,  and  in  this  abund- 
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ance  of  quackery.  There  seems  to  be  a  crisis  coming  now. 
Quack  remedies  and  systems  used  once  to  succeed  each  other 
so  slowly  in  the  public  favor,  that  the  empirical  taste  of  the 
community  was  simply  well  nourished  ;  but  now  it  is  becom- 
ing so  satiated  that  disgust  must  to  some  extent  be  the  con- 
sequence. The  intelligent  and  well  informed  among  the  vo- 
taries of  quackery  cannot  but  see  the  utter  folly  of  the  pre- 
tensions, which  herald  every  one  of  the  thousand  remedies 
and  the  many  systems,  thai  are  now  struggling  for  the  favor 
and  patronage  of  the  puJalic.  They  will  soon  get  weary  of 
following  after  so  many  bubbles,  only  to  sec  them  burst  and 
disappear,  and  will  come  back  from  their  wand  i    the 

ever-varying  mazes  of  empiricism,  to  repose  a  steady  obi 
deuce  in  educated  wisdom  ami  skill. 

In  this  state  of  things  —  truly  a  transition  state — 1- 
can  he  done  by  physicians  in    moulding  publi 
aright.     In  order  to  do  this,  it  is  plain  that  the  proce 
purification  must  be  gone  through  by  the  profes  ion  itself- 
It  is  in  vain  to  expect  even  the  intelligent  and  judiciou:    to 
say  nothing  c  10  ant  and  unobserving,  to  give  up  em- 

piricism, unless  we  banish  it  from  among  ourselves.  And 
there  are  .some  evident  signs  to  encourage  the  hope  1 1 1 r-  ■ 
will  he  done.  The  rapid  increase  "I'  quackery  ha 
the  profession-;  and,  though  some  have  proved  deserters  and 
some  are  prowling  about  to  gather  up  the  spoils,  wherever 
they  may  be  found,  the  '."eat  mass  of  its  members  arc  be- 
ginning t"  '-rive  up  mutual  dissensions,  and  sacrifice  their 
Belfish  interests,  to  unite  their  energies  against  a  common 
enemy. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  dissertation  without  remarking  0 
one  event  which  touch  eriaUy  the  interests  of  the  pro- 

fession in  this  Estate.  I  refer  to  the  repeal  of  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  our  charter.  If  this  repeal  simply  gave  to  the  em- 
piric the  right  to  collect,  in  common  with  us,  his  dues,  I 
would  not  waste  a  word  on  the  subject.  It  is  a  great  mis- 
take to  supp  se  that  this  is  the  point  of  our  objection  to  that 
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act  of  the  legislature.  The  results  of  that  act,  of  which  we 
complain,  are  of  vastly  greater  importance  than  this.  We 
object  to  it,  first,  because  the  legislature  in  their  capacity,  as 
the  representative  wisdom  of  the  people,  have  thus  openly 
said  that  education  in  medicine  is  valueless,  and  that  the 
community  need  none  of  that  protection  against  the  hazards 
of  unskilful  ignorance,  which  is  thought  so  necessary  to 
guard  all  other  stations  of  responsibility  and  trust.  And  we 
object  to  it,  secondly,  that  this  act  has,  without  any  consent 
on  our  part,  essentially  affected  our  organization  —  that  is, 
s  a  society  existing  under  the  protection  and  supervision  of 
aw.  For  in  that  repealed  section  is  contained  the  only  pro- 
vision pointing  out  the  kind  of  persons  who  shall  compose 
the  society.  So  that  no  physician  who  was  not  then  belong- 
ing to  the  society  can  become  a  member  under  our  present 
regulations :  and  when  those  who  were  members  by  law 
when  the  act  of  repeal  was  passed,  shall  all  be  deceased,  the 
society,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  will  be  deceased  also,  if  things 
are  allowed  to  remain  as  they  now  are.  Though,  as  I  shall 
soon  show,  another  part  of  the  charter  fortunately  furnishes 
us  with  the  means  of  repairing  the  breach  thus  made,  nev- 
ertheless the  legislature  has  destroyed  the  present  principle 
of  our  organization,  upon  which  the  society  has  acted  for 
years,  and  has  driven  us  to  the  alternative  of  asking  for  a 
restoration  of  this,  or  of  adopting  a  new  principle  for  the 
admission  of  members.  This  result  was  probably  not  in- 
tended by  those  who  passed  the  act.  But  it  is  not  wonder- 
ful that,  when  the  legislature  undertook  to  give  its  sanction 
to  quackery,  it  should  betray  its  own  quackery  by  the  com- 
mission of  so  gross  a  blunder  as  this  certainly  was. 

And  here  I  would  remark  that  the  Thomsonians  have 
made  a  great  mistake,  as  well  as  the  legislature.  The  re- 
peal of  the  eight  section  places  them  in  no  enviable  attitude. 
Besides  taking  out  of  their  mouths  the  false  but  popular  cry 
of  persecution,  it  opens  the  door  for  quackery  too  wide  even 
for  them.     The  effect  will  inevitably  be.  that  this  mode  of 
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practice  will  be  taken  up  by  so  many  fresh  from  the  work- 
shop and  the  field,  that  it  will  be  profitable  to  no  one.  And 
the  people,  too,  are  beginning  to  see  that  as  it  is  claimed  that 
very  little  discrimination  is  needed,  and  that  but  a  few  hours' 
study  is  required,  to  enable  one  to  practice  Thomsonianism, 
they  can  do  without  a  doctor  as  well  as  they  can  with  one 
in  administering  Thomsonian  remedies.  Some  of  the 
Thomsonians  themselves,  when  they  found  that  the  eighth 
section  was  at  last  really  to  be  repealed,  were  shrewd  enough 
to  foresee  these  results,  and  actually  endeavored  to  prevent 
its  repeal,  and  to  get  an  act  passed,  granting  to  those  who  had 
gone  through  a  certain  length  of  Thomsonian  pupilage  the 
same  privileges  with  the  members  of  our  society.  They 
had  thus  the  effrontery  to  ask  that  they  might  possess,  in 
.common  with  us,  that  which  they  have  always  branded  as 
an  unjust  and  odious  monopoly.  This  is  a  morceau  in  the 
history  of  Thomsonianism,  too  precious  to  !»■  lost. 

In  the  present  legal  condition  of  our  society,  it  becomes 
an  inquiry  of  some  interest,  what  course  it  is  most  advisable 
for  us  to  pursue.  I  have  said  that  since  the  jepei  I  of  the 
nth  section  no  now  members  could  join  the  society,  under 
our  existing  regulations.  And  yet  it  appears  clear  that  there 
is  granted  to  us  in  another  part  of  our  charter  the  power  of 
making  such  regulations  as  will  effectually  remedy  the  evil. 
You  will  find  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  acts  of  incorpora- 
tion, as  passed  in  1834,  that  we  have  the  power  "  to  make 
rides  for  the  admission  of  members"  —  a  very  brief  expres- 
sion, but  giving  us  as  comprehensive  a  power  as  we  need  for 
our  purpose.  This  power  has  hitherto  been  exercised  only 
in  relation  to  unlicensed  physicians  who  began  practice  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1800;  all  other  cases  being  considered  as 
covered  by  the  eighth  section,  which  says  that  "all  persons 
licensed  to  practice  physic  or  surgery,  and  practicing  within 
the  State,  shall,  of  course,  be  members  of  the  medical  socie- 
ty."    That  it  can  be  exercised  in  regard  to  all  other  cases, 
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by  the  adoption  of  some  regulations  on  our  part,  there  is  not 
a  doubt. 

In  this  state  of  things,  there  is  some  difference  in  the 
views  of  physicians  as  to  the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted. 
Some  are  in  favor  of  surrendering  our  charter  wholly,  and 
becoming  a  purely 'voluntary  association,  having  our  own 
private  rules  and  regulations,  without  any  regard  to  law. 
In  this  case  we  should  be  obliged  to  begin  de  novo,  and  the 
difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way  of  this,  in  relation  to  our 
fiscal  affairs,  the  labor  of  perfecting  our  organization,  so  as 
to  be  satisfactory  to  all,  and  the  dissensions  which  might 
arise  on  various  points,  I  need  not  stop  to  notice. 

■  Others  prefer  to  adhere  to  our  present  organization,  pro- 
vided that  the  legislature  can  be  persuaded  to  repair  the 
breach  which  they  unwittingly  made  in  it.  Others  still 
choose  to  go  on  with  what  is  left  to  us  by  the  legislature, 
(and  which  I  think  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  our  purpose), 
making  such  regulations  as  we  shall  think  proper,  for  the 
admission  of  members. 

1  should  much  prefer  the  last  of  these  three  propositions. 
This  will  not,' it  is  true,  enable  us  to  compel  every  licensed 
physician  to  join  us,  whether  he  desires  it  or  not,  as  the 
eighth  section  did.  So  far  as  the  admission  of  members  is 
concerned,  we  shall  thus  become  a  voluntary  association. 
And  the  more  I  think  of  membership  by  compulsion,  the 
more  repugnant  it  is  to  my  feelings.  If  it  be  not  a  privilege 
to  belong  to  our  society,  which  the  physician  will  seek  for, 
it  is  not  worth  the  trouble  of  keeping  it  in  existence.  And 
the  fact  that  it  has  thus  far  been  considered  a  privilege,  has, 
in  spite  of  the  occasional  complaints  from  discontented  mem- 
bers, effectually  saved  us  from  the  odium  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  attached  to  this  feature  in  our  organi- 
zation. 

Our  present  plan  of  organization  under  the  protection  and 
supervision  of  law,  I  think  should  be  essentially  adhered  to, 
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for  this  simple  reason,  if  for  no  other ;  that  it  has  been  put  to 
the  tost,  ami  has  been  fouu  1  to  be  very  efficient  in  promoting 
the  great  object  for  which  it  was  designed. 

At  the  time  that  our  State  society  was  formed,  in  1792, 
the  medical  profession  was  in  a  bad  condition.  There  was 
then  no  well-defined  boundary  between  it  and  empiricism. 
The  formation  of  onr  society  at  once  created  such  a  boun  1 1- 
ry,  and  by  enclosing  the   p  in  within  the  barriers  of  a 

prescribe^  education,  protected  it  from  ignorant  intruders 
who  might  qtherwise  come  in  t  >  di  grade  an  1  injure  it.  And 
if  the  principles  which  li'1  at  the  foundation  of  our  society 
could  Be  carried  out  into  full  operation,  with  tin  cordial  and 
uniform  support  of  the  comnfunity,  there  would  be  almost 
no  empiricism,  and  the  ben  fits  of  educated  skill  would  be 
secured  to  the  publi  :  a  thoroughly  as  it  can  be  done  by  any 
lization.     V.  '  ■  is  in  the  attain- 

ment of  this  object  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  defect  in 
the  organization  itself,  but  to  the  obstacles  which  lie  in  the 
way  of  its  perfect  operation. 

There'  is  one  very  comm  >n  error  in  the  pnhlic  mind  "it 
this  subject,  which  otudit  to  he  corrected.  It  is  supposed  that 
our  State  society  was  formed  lor  the  benefit  of  physicians,  to 
protect  them  from  the  evils  resulting  from  competition  with 
ignorance  and  imposture.  This  is  by  no  means  the  case. 
The  great  object  of  our  or  ion  is  to  defend,  not  phy- 

sicians, hut  the  people,  against  the  injury  which  they  are  lia- 
ble to  suffer  from  quackery.  And  it  proposes  to  effect  this 
important  purpose  by  the  only  way  in  which  it  canbedi 
that  is.  by  securing  to  the  community  the  services  of  a  body  of 
well-educated  physicians.  The  mistake  has  been  in  sup- 
posing the  means  to  he  the  end  :  and  too  often  has  the  pro- 
tection of  law  hecn  considered  as  a  gratuity,  conferred  on 
physicians  as  a  very  deserving  order  of  men,  for  their  sole 
benelit;  whereas  the  great  design  is  to  bestow  a  benefit  up- 
on society  at  large,  and  the  advantage  which  accrues  to  the 
profession  is  incidental,  and  in  fact  subsidiary,  to  that  design. 
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Public  sentiment  should  be  enlightened  on  this  point.  The' 
people  should  be  made  to  see  that  it  is  their  own  interest, 
which  should  prompt  them,  on  the  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation, to  maintain,  by  the  sanctions  of  law,  those  barriers 
which  experience  has  shown  to  be  the  most  effectual  in 
guarding  them  against  the  monstrous,  and  often  deadly, 
evils  of  ignorance  and  imposture  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 

The  medical  profession,  let  the  people  understand,  is  not 
dependent  on  the  protection  of  law,  and  it  comes  not  to  their 
hall  of  legislation  to  beg  any  favor.  It  can  have  its  own  or- 
ganization, and  stand  upon  its  own  character  alone.  If  the 
charter  should  be  surrendered,  and  the  plan  of  voluntary  as- 
sociation should  be  adopted  in  full,  renouncing  all  depend- 
ence upon  law,  those  who  entered  into  it  would  probably  en- 
joy as  much  emolument  from  the  practice  of  medicine  as 
they  now  do.  But,  as  law  gives  authority  and  steadiness 
to  any  organization,  and  makes  it  to  have  a  wider  hold  upon 
the  community,  our  society  without  a  legal  organization 
would  not  contain  as  many  members  as  it  now  has,  and  ir- 
regular and  irresponsible  practitioners  would  multiply.  Un- 
der such  a  state  of  things  the  society  itself  would  be  more 
pure  and  more  free  from  empiricism  than  it  is  now  ;  and  its 
members,  a  noble  brotherhood,  with  an  unsullied  honor,  and 
actuated  by  stern  principle  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
medical  science,  would  secure  the  confidence  of  the  better 
part  of  the  community.  But  while  our  society  and  the  pro- 
fession would  perhaps  experience  no  real  detriment  from  the 
change,  the  public  would  suffer  from  abounding  quackery, 
beguiling  on  every  hand  the  ignorant  and  the  unwary. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  that  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  in 
vain  that  I  have  brought  these  subjects  before  the  conven- 
tion. It  becomes  us  to  look  at  them  seriously,  and  to  endea- 
vor to  correct  all  those  evils  that  may  exist  among  us,  so 
that  we  may  as  a  profession  both  merit  and  obtain  a  well- 
founded  and  uniform  confidence  and  esteem  on  the  part  of 
the  community. 
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Together  wilh  a  List  of  the  Members. 


Norwich: 
j.  g.  cooley,  pf.inteb. 


PROCEEDINGS, 


Ax  ths  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fel- 
lows of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  held  at  Gil- 
man's  Hall,  in  Hartfobd,  Mat  14th  and  15th,  1S45. 


Certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  as 
follows : 

Hartford  County. 
E.  K.  Hunt, 
John  S.  Butler, 
Ashbel  W.  Barrows, 
*Roswell  Hawley, 
Eli  Hall. 


New  Haven  County. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Elisha  Hutchinson, 
Charles  Hooker, 
L.  N.  Beardsley, 
D.  L.  Daggett. 

New  London  County. 
Avery  Downer, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
W.  W.  J.  Warren, 
*Mason  Manning, 
Isaac  G.  Porter. 

Middlesex  County. 
1.  Hutchinson, 

A.  Mj  Holt,, 

B.  Warner. 


Fairfield  County. 
R.  Blakeman, 
Samuel  Beach, 
*C.  Avers, 
Samuel  S.  Noyes, 
*Gcorge  Blackman. 

Litchfield  County. 
Remus  M.  Fowler, 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
William  B.  Deforest, 
Edward  P.  Lyman, 
Albert  A.  Wright. 

Windham  County. 
William  Witter, 
Justin  Hammond, 
Milton  Bradford, 
Nathan  S.  Pike, 
Chester  Hunt. 

Tolland  County. 
Francis  L.  Dickinson, 
Alden  Skinner, 
Orin  C.  Whita. 


*  Absent  from  the  Convention. 


A  dissertation  was  read  by  Dr.  N.  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngis- 
mus Stridulus. 

Voted,  That  the  Dissertation  read  by  Dr.  N.  B.  Ives  be- 
fore this  Convention  be  published  with  its  Proceedings. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  was  read 
and  accepted. 

Voted,  That  the  Business  Committees  of  the  Convention 
be  now  appointed. 

Drs.  E.  K.  Hunt  and  Wright  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account. 

Drs.  E.  P.  Lyman  and  DeForest  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee on  Debentures. 

Drs.  Knight,  Hall,  Porter,  Blakeman,  Fowler,  Witter, 
Hutchinson  and  White,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nom- 
inate candidates  for  honorary  degrees  and  honorary  mem- 
bership. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  presented  and  accepted. 

Abstract  of  the  Treasurer's  Report. 

Amount  due  from  the  different  Clerks  sup- 
posed to  be  good, $776  43| 

Due  to  the  Treasurer,         .         .         .         $  29  2S 
Outstanding  debentures  not  exceeding  317  00 

Average  abatements,  13  per  cent.,         .         102  52 

Commissions  on  collections,     ...       34  30i 

"  4S3  lOi 


Deducting  this  from  the  gross  amount  leaves  $293  33 

which  is  the  amount  which  the  society  would  have  in  the 
Treasury  if  its  dues  were  collected  and  its  debts  paid. 

Debts  amounting  to  $218  92  were  reported  as  worthless. 
Of  these  $197  75  were  voted  to  be  stricken  out  from  the 
accounts  of  the  Society. 

Voted,  That  Drs.  E.  K.  Hunt,  Witter,  W.  Hooker,  .Fow- 
ler and  Beckwith  be  a  Committee  to  examine  Dr.  Jarvis' 
Surgical  Adjuster,  and  report  to  this  Conventio  i. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  Con- 
vention, "  to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  a  Hospi- 
tal for  Inebriates,"  was  presented  and  accepted,  and  the 
following  resolution  recommended  by  them  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  feel  the  deepest  interest  in  the 
moral  and  physical  well-being  of  the  inebriate,  and  are  of 
the  opinion  that  individual  cases  not  unfrequently  occur, 
which  would  be  greatly  benefited,  if  not  wholly  restored, 
by  the  reforming  influences  which  a  Hospital  for  Inebriates 
has  it  in  contemplation  to  secure,  we  cannot  now  recom- 
mend that  measures  be  taken  for  its  establishment,  but  that 
the  subject  be  for  the  present  postpol 

Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurers  account,  re- 
ported that  they  had  examined  it  and  found  it  to  he  correct. 

Drs.  Welch,  C.  Hooker  and  W.  Hooker  were  appointed  to 
nominate  a  dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

Voted,  That  the  Secrel  y  be  requested  to  furnish  Mr. 
Green,   publisher  of    the  Annual  th  a  copy  of 

the  Proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  con- 
vention to  revise  the  By-Laws  was  presented  and  accepted. 

Voted,  That  each  By-Law  be  acted  upon  separately. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  their  consideration. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  candidates  for  honorary  de- 
grees and  honorary  membership,  recommended  as  candidates 
for  honorary  degrees,  Samnel  Sherwood  Noyes,  Thomas  P. 
Wattles  and  Gamaliel  11.  St.  John.  The  nomination  was 
approved  by  the  convention. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  to  to-inorrow  morning  at  8  o'clock. 


MAY  FIFTEENTH. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Convention  finished  the  consideration  of  the  By-Laws. 
Voted,  That  the  By-Laws,  as  revised  and   Kloptcd  by  this 
Convention,  be  printed  with  its  Proceedings. 


The  By-Law  proposed  at  the  last  Convention  in  relation 
to  the  election  of  the  Standing  Committees  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Voted,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  address  a  Circu- 
lar to  the  Clerks  of  the  County  Meetings,  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  collection  of  the  taxes,  and  that 
he  be  directed,  if  necessary,  to  enforce  the  collection. 

The  Committee  on  Prize  Dissertations  reported  verbally, 
that  several  dissertations  had  been  received,  and  that  they 
had  not  yet  been  examined  fully  by  the  Committee,  but  that 
they  would  be  ready  to  report  in  season  to  have  the  result 
published  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Fuller  was  excused  from  serving  on  this  Committee 
on  account  of  ill  health.  Dr.  C.  Hooker  was  appointed  in 
his  place. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Jarvis'  "Surgical  Adjust- 
er" was  accepted,  and  the  following  resolution  recommended 
by  them  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the 
"Surgical  Adjuster''  of  Dr.  Geo.  O.  Jarvis,  for  simplicity  of 
design,  ease  and  efficiency  in  its  operation  and  management, 
in  the  reduction  of  dislocations,  and  maintaining  in  coapta- 
tion oblique  fractures  of  the  longer  bones  of  the  body,  has 
never  been  equalled  —  successfully  supplying  a  desideratum 
which  has  long  been  admitted  to  exist,  in  the  practice  of  sur- 
gery. We  cordially  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  all  those 
engaged  in  this  difficult  and  responsible  department  of  our 
art. 

Dr.  Theodore  Sill  was  appointed  dissertator  for  the  next 
Convention. 

Report  of  Committee  on  debentures  was  accepted,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Voted,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  on 
each  member  of  this  Society  for  the  3'ear  ensuing,  payable 
on  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next. 


The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year  ensuing, 
viz : 

LUTHER  TICKNOR,  M.  D.,  President. 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,    Vice  President. 
VIRGIL  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,    Treasurer. 
WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  Standing  Committees  were  elected  as  follows,  viz : 

Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D.,  ex  officio,  ) 

Silas  Fuller,  M.  D.,  I         ~ 

J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Commiltt 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  .' 

William  H.  Coggswell,  M,  D., 

Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  J 


Examination. 


Eli  Ives,  M.  D., 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D., 
Richard  Warner,  M.  D., 
Samuel  Beach,  M.  D., 
William  Witter,  M.  D., 

Remus  M.  Fowler,  M.  D., 
William  S.  Pierson,  M.  D., 
Reynold  Wkbh,  M.  D., 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D., 
E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D., 


Committee 
to  nominate.  Phy- 
sician of  the  Re- 
trial fnr  the 
Insane. 

Committee  to 
nominate  Profcs- 
■    so  is  in  the  Med- 
i  ill  Institution  of 
Yale  College. 


The  students  recommended  by  the  County  Societies  for 
gratuitous  attendance  on  the  ens.uing  course  of  Lectures  in 
the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  are  Joseph  J.  .Mi-i-s, 
New  Haven  County;  Samuel  A.  Hills,  Hartford  County  : 
Cyrus  Miner,  New  London  County;  Prosper  H.  Hutchin- 
son, Windham  County ;  Joseph  13.  Llliott,  Litchfield  Coun- 
ty;  Nathan  Bulkeley,  Fairfield  County  ;  Theodore  S.  Ladd, 
Tolland  County;  Orlando  E.  Turner,  Middlesex  County. 

Voted,  To  adjourn  sine  die. 

Attest,  W.  HOOKER,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PRIZE  DISSERTATIONS. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Connecticut  Medical  So- 
ciety, "  to  propose  a  prize  question  to  members  of  this  Soci- 
ety, and  to  award  the  prize,"  report : 

That  five  Essays  on  the  subject,  Scarlatina,  have  been 

submitted  for  their  examination ;  and  that  on  opening  the 

sealed  envelope,  accompanying   the  Essay  for   which  the 

Committee  decided  to  award  the  prize,  the  author  was  found 

to  be  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford. 

ELI  IVES,  } 

J.  KNIGHT,  \  Committee, 

CHAS.  HOOKER, 

New-Haven,  May  26,  1845. 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


*FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON. 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
*SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
*DAVID  HOSACK, 
*WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
GEORGE  M'CLELLAN, 
*JOHN  MACKIE, 
♦CHARLES  ELDREDGE. 
THEODRIC  ROMEYN  BECK, 
JAMES  THATCHER, 
♦JOSEPH  WHITE, 
*WM.  P.  DEVVEES, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN   DELAMATER, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
*PHILIP  SYNG  PHYSICK, 
♦LEWIS  HEERMANN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE, 
HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WM.  TULLEY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WM.  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
HENRY  GREEN, 
GEORGE  FROST. 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 


New  York, 
Boston,  Mass., 

New  York, 


New  Haven, 
Philadelphia.  Pa.,   " 
Providence,  R.  I., 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Albany,  N.  Y., 
Plymouth,  Mass., 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y., 
Philadelphia,  Pa., 
New  York, 
Little  Falls,  N.  Y., 
Boston,  Mass., 

u  *t 

Philadelphia,  Pa., 
U.  S.  Navy, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Norwich,  N.  Y., 
Baltimore,  Md., 
New  York, 
Hudson,  N.  Y., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
New  Haven, 
Providence,  R.  I., 
U.  S.  Army, 
Charleston,  S.  C, 
Worcester,  Mass., 
New  York, 
Deerfield,  Mass., 
Albany,  N.  Y., 
Springfield,  Mass., 
New  York, 
U.  S.  Navy, 
Albany,  N.  Y. 


♦Deceased. 
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ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 

The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation 
by  age,  are  in  Italics ;  the  names  of  those  who  have  been 
Presidents  of  the  Society,  are  in  Capitals. 

HARTFOKD    COUNTY. 

David  S.  Dodge,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

Ebenezer  K.  Hunt,  Clerk. 


Hartford,  SILAS  FULLER, 
George  Sumner,  David  S 
Dodge,  Henry  Holmes,  S.  B. 
Beresford,  G.  B.  Havvley,  E. 
E.Marcey.G.  W.  Russell,  Da- 
vid Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogers,  E.  K.  Hunt, 
Samuel  B.  Fuller,  Samuel 
Banks,  Seth  Saltmarsh,  John 
S.  Butler,  Thos.  B.  Kittridge, 
H.  A.  Grant. 

West  Hartftrd,  Edward  Brace. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  Horatio  Gridley,  Sylves 
ter  Bulkley,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  Lu- 
cius Woodruff,  E.  D.  Babcock 

Bloomfield,  John  F.  Wells. 

Bristol,  Jared  W.  Pardee,  Jo- 
seph W.  Camp. 

Burlington,  William  Fields, 
William  Elton,  2d,  Jeremiah 
Burwell. 

Canton,  BernadamKasson,  Tho- 
mas G.  Hazen. 

Collinsville,  Sam'l.  W.  Brown. 
R.  H.  Tiffany. 

East  Hartford,  Pardon  Brow- 
Dell,  Eli  Hall. 

East  Windsor,  Elijah  F.  Reed, 
Horace  C.  Gillette. 

Scanlick,  Hirarn  Watson. 

Enfield,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L. 
Spalding. 


Farmington,  A»ahel  Thompson, 
E.  W.  Carrington,  Julius  Wil- 
lard,  Chauncey  Brown.    . 

Glastenbury,  Ralph  Carter. 

South  Glastenbury, Andrus, 

Roswell  Hawley. 

Easlbury,  Sabin  Stocking. 

Granby,  Jarius  Case,  Joseph  F. 
Jewett. 

North  Granby,  Josiah  C.  Ban- 
ning. 

East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 

West  Granby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 

Hartland,  Win.  H.  Huggins. 

Manchester,  Wm.  C.  Williams, 
Harrison  Mcintosh,  William 
Woodbridge,  Sydney  Rock- 
well. 

Marlboro',  L.  W.  Mcintosh. 

Simsbury,  Augustus  R.  Case,  R. 

A.  White. 

Tariffville,  George   W.  Sanford. 
Southington,  Julius   S.  Barnes, 

Frederic  A.  Hart. 
Suffield,  Asaph  L.   Bissell,   S. 

B.  Low. 
Wethersfield,  Archibald  Welch, 

E.  F.  Cooke,  Ashbel  Robert- 
son. 

Rocky  Hill,  Ashbel  W.  Barrows. 

Windsor,  William  S.  Pierson, 
Theodore  Sill,  Henry  C.  Pres- 
ton. 


NEW      HAVEN      COUNTY. 


Willocjghby  L.  Lay,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  John  Skinner.  Eli 
Ives,  Jonathan  Knight,  T.  P. 
Beers,  Samuel  Punderson,  V. 
M.  Dow,  Alfred  S.  Monson,  C. 
Hooker,  Henry  B.  Purter,  N.  B. 
Ives,  E.  H.  Bishon,  D.  H. 
Moore,  E.  D.  North,  J.  Augus- 
tus Totten,  P.  T.  Miller,  L.  A. 
Thomas,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A. 
Jewett,  J.  Thompson  Hotch- 
kiss,  L.  D.  Wilcoxson,  D.  L. 
Daggett,  G.  O.  Sumner,  D.  A. 
Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  Daniel 
Holt,  David'Pilchard.    J   ^ 

Westcille,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haven,  Charles  S.  Thom- 
son, Lester  Keep. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

u;n,    Willoughby   L.  Lay. 

Cheshire,  Asa  .1.  Driggs. 
,Df.i!By,  W.  J.  Whiting. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beards- 
tey. 

llumplireysville,  Abiram  Stod- 
dard,  S.  C.  Johnson,  Joshua 
Kendall,  Thomas   Stoddard. 

East  Haven,  Beta  Farnham. 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Elisha 
Hutchinson,  Alvan  Talcott. 


Hamden,  Wm.  M.  White. 

Madison.  Reynold  Webb. 

North  Madison,  G.   E.  Perkins. 

Meriden,  B.  H.  Callin,  Gardner 
Barlow. 

Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

Middlebury,  Jacob  Lindsley,  Ro- 
bert Crane,  W    C.  Catlin. 

Milford,  Andrew  French,  Hull 
Allen,  Lucius  N.  Beardsley. 

Naugatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Timo- 
thy Langdon. 

North  Bradford,  Sheldon  Beards- 
ley. 

North  Haven,  Anson  Moody, 
Chauncey  B.  Foote. 

Oxford,  JV.  Stone,  J.  Lounsbury 

I  >i,.iiLTe,  P.  N.  Curtiss. 

Southbury,  Anthony  B.  Burritt, 

South  Britain,  Nathan  C.  Bald 
win. 

Wallingford,  Lyman  Parker,  B 
F.  Harrison. 

Watrrbury,  Joseph  Porter,  Dan 
iel  Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leaven 
worth,  G.  L.  Piatt. 

Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  An- 
drew Castle. 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW     L  ON  DON      COUNTY. 

Avery  Downer,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Rufus  W.  Mathewson,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Archibald  Mercer, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel 
S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan,  I. 
G.  Porter,  William  W.  Miner, 
Charles  E.  Ames. 

Norwich,  R.  P.  Tracy,  Ralph 
Farnsworth,  Worthington  Hoo- 
kerf   Chauncey    Burgess,  Eli- 


jah Dyer,  Jr.,  Joseph  Peabody, 
E.  Phinney,  B.  T.  Roath,  Ru- 
fus W.  Mathewson,  J.  W. 
Brooks,  B.  Fordyce  Barker, 
Ashbel  B.  Haile,  John  D.  Ford, 
Robert  A.  Man  waring. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
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Frederic  Morgan,  J.  R.  Dorr. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Aus> 
tin  F.  Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold, 

Jewett  City,  Lucius  Tyler,  Alon- 
zo  Fuller. 

Groton,  John  O.  Miner,  Joseph 
Durfey. 

Portersville,  Benjamin  F.  Stod- 
dard, Elias  F.  Coats. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  E. 
Osgood,  R.  P.  Green. 

Ledyard,  H.  H.  Loomis. 

Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noyes,  John 
Noyes,  Shubael  F.  Bartlett. 

Hamburg,  John  C.  M.  Brock- 
way. 


Pleasant  Valley,  William  W.    J. 

Warren. 
Montville,  Ephraim  Fellows,  W. 

A.  Babcock. 

Uncasville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  J. 

C.  Bolles. 
North     Stonington,    Thomas    P. 

Wattles,  Alvah  Gray. 
Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer 

B.  Downing. 
Poquetannoc,  C.    S.    Avery,   A. 

W.  Coats. 
Salem,  J.  P.  Fuller. 
Stonington,    W.  Robertson,  Wm. 

Hyde,  G.  E.  Palmer,  William 

Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
Waterford,  James  Rogers. 


FAIRFIELD     COUNTY. 

Elijah  Middlereook,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
George  Blackman,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison, 
S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

Greenfield,  Rufus  Blakeman. 

Southport,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Bridgeport,  Samuel  Simons,  D. 
H.  Nash,  Samuel  Beach,  Wm. 
L.  Watson. 

Brookfield,  Noah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Danbury,  Daniel  Comstock,  R.  B. 
Botsford,  E.  P.  Bennett. 

Darien,  Warren  Percival. 

Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Sturges  Bulkley,  Sal- 
mon H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  Noyes, 
Lewis  Richards. 

Newtown,    Cyrenius    H.   Booth, 


E.  Erwin,  George  Judson, 
Thomas  Button. 

Norwalk.  John  A.  McLean,  E. 
Bissel,  Ira  Gregory. 

Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 

Stamford,  Chauncey  Ayers,  N. 
D.  Haight. 

Stratford,  Wm.  T.  Shelton,  John 
Goulding. 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  Stephen  Middle- 
brook,  George  Dyer,  E.  B. 
Middlebrook. 

Weston,  Lloyd  Seeley,  James 
Baldwin. 

Westport,  George  Blackman,  J. 
Jauncey. 

Wilton,  Sylvester  Mead. 
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W  I  N  D  H  A  II      COUNTY. 

Morey  Burgess,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
William  Hutchins,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  J.   B.  Whitcomb,  W 

Hutchins. 
Ashford,  John  H.  Simmons,  Rod- 
erick Stebbins. 
Canterbury.  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jos.j 

Palmer,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr. 
Chaplin,  Orin  Witter. 
Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes,  Francis 

A.  Brewster. 
Killingly,  Justin   Hammond,    F. 

H.  Peckham. 
South  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Hov-| 

ey.  I 

West   Killingly,  David  E.   Hal!,1 

S.  Hutchins. 
North     Killingly,     Henry     W. 

Hough. 


Phinfield,  Mory  Burgess,  Win. 
H.  Coggswell,  W.  H.  Camp- 
bell. 

Pomfret,  Lewi?  Williams. 

Abington,  Cyrus  Hutchins,  E. 
Williams. 

Pomfret  Landing,  O.  Sumner. 

Sterling.  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chester  Hunt,  Wm. 
Webb,  William  Witter.  Oliver 
Kingsley,  Jr.,  Calvin  B.  Brom- 
ley. 

Woodstock,  Asa  Witter,  Lorenzo 
Marcey,  Eleazer  Litchfield, 
Milton  Bradford. 


LITCHFIELD      COUNTY 

Reuben  M.  Woodruff,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  WILLIAM BUEL, 
Samuel  Buell,  Josiah  G.  Beck- 
with, R.  M.  Woodruff,  Benj. 
Welch,  Jr.,  Geo.  Seymour. 

South  Farms,  G.  H.  Miner. 

Northfield,  F.  S.  Woodxoard,  D. 
B.  W.  Camp. 

Barkhamstcd,  F.  B.  Graham. 

Bethlem,  Loomis  North. 

Bridgewatcr,  Horace  Judson. 

Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  G.  Adam. 

South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett, 
Chauncey  Reed,  Jr. 

Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 

West  Cornwall,  S.  W.  Gold. 

North  Cornwall,  John  Scovell. 

Colebrook,  Wm.  B.  DeForrest. 

Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H. 
St.  John. 

Goshen,  Harvey  Baldwin,  A.  M. 
Huxley. 


North  Goshen,  H.  V.  Beach. 
Harwington,  F.  B.  Woodward. 
Kent,   Wells  Beardsley,  Johnson 

C.  Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  North,  Myron  R. 

Hubbard. 
New  Hartford,  South,  John  Yale. 
New    Milford,   Jehiel    Williams, 

George  0.  Taylor,  William  B. 

Lacey. 
Norfolk,  Benjamin   Welch,  Wm, 

VV.  Welch,  W.  Cockie. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William   W. 

Woodruff. 
Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisbury,    Luther    Ticknor,    0. 

Plumb. 
Furnace  Village,  William  Jamei 

Barry. 
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Sharon,  Ralph    Derning,  NathanJIVeio  Preston,  Charles  Vail,  Sid- 


S.  Perry. 
Ellsworth,  Elmore  Everett. 
Wolcottville,    Erastus    Bancroft 

0.  B.  Freeman. 
Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 
Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 
Washington,  Remus  M.  Fowler. 


ney   H.    Lyman,   Edward    P. 

Lyman. 
Watertown,  John  DeForrest. 
Winchester,  William  Carrington. 
Woodbury,  Rosv;ell  C.  Abnerthy, 

Charles  H.  Webb,  Tho.  T.Sly. 
Terrysville,  Charles  Byington. 


MIDDLESEX     COUNTY. 

Asa  H.  King,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
William  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Richard  Warner 
Joseph  Barratt,  Thos.  Miner, 
Charles  Woodward,  William 
B.  Casey,  David  Harrison,  Ha- 
milton Brewer,  F.  Woodruff. 

Chatham,  Chas.  Smith,  Francis 
G.  Edgerton. 

Chester,  Ambrose  Pratt. 

Durham,  Seth  L.  Child. 

East  Haddarn,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Da- 
tus  Williams,  Elisha    B.  Nye 


Haddam.  Ira  Hutchinson,  W.  H. 
Tremaine. 

Killingworth,  Rufus  Turner. 

Portland,  George  O.  Jarvis.  Ste- 
phen A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gil- 
bert. 

Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 

Essex,  Alanson  H.  Hough,  Fred- 
erick W.  Shepherd. 

Beep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 

Westbrook,  Horace  Burr. 


TOLLAND     COUNTY. 

Earl  Swift,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Ahijah  Ladd,  M.  D.  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Ahijah  Ladd,  Oliver  K. 
Isham. 

Bolton,  Orin  Hunt,  C.  F.  Sum- 
ner. 

Columbia, Mcintosh. 

Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 

Coventry,  South,  Timothy  Dim- 
ock. 

Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio 
Dow,  J.  H.  Manning, 

Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS, 
Orin  C.  White,  J.  0.  Loomis. 


Mansfield,  South,  Earl  Swift. 

Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brig- 
ham,  Wm.  H.  Richardson. 

Sotners,  Orson  Wood,  Erasmus 
E.  Hamilton. 

Stafford,  Joseph  C.  Dow,  Joshua 
Blodget,  William  N.  Clark. 

Union,  Ebenezer  Lindsey. 

Vernon,  Scotoivay  Hinckley,  Al- 
den  Skinner. 

Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickin- 
son. 


SUMMARY 

OF  MEMBERS. 

Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total 

Hartford  County,       73 

4 

77 

New  Haven  " 

64 

8 

72 

New  London" 

54 

7 

61 

Fairfield 

38 

2 

40 

Litchfield      " 

52 

7 

59 

Windham      " 

34 

1 

35 

Middlesex     " 

26 

0 

26 

Tolland 

21 

4 

25 

262  33  395 


DUTIES  OF  CLERKS. 

To  warn  the  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the 
person  recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of 
lectures,  immediately  after  the  County  meetings,  for  publica- 
tion. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  to  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the 
Convention,  on  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  iciurnthe  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 


IS 

DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

"        Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Anatomy. 
"       Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  ihe  different  species  of  Colic. 

1798.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 
"       Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
"        Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 
"       Dr.  James  Potter,  "  An  Oration." 

1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 
'•       Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1894.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 
1817.  Dr.  W.   R.  Fowler,  on   the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent 

Spirits. 
1S18.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  of  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  this  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  on  the  influence  of  Moral  Emotions   on 

Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1S39.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  qualifications  necessary 
to  a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  advantages  of  prompt  and  ef- 
ficient practice  in  Acute  Diseased. 
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1841.   Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  a-  a  subject  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

1542.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1543.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1944.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
community. 

1945.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Larvn trismus  Stridulus. 


BY-LAWS. 


$  I. —  COUNTY   MEETINGS. 

1.  The  Members  of  the  Society,  al  any  County  Meeting 

li  ^;illy  holdon,  may,  by  a  major  vote  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, admit  to  membership  in  the  Society  afly  person  regu- 
larly licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  and  practicing 
in  said  county,  who  shall  make  application  for  that  purpose. 

2.  They  may,  by  a  similar  vote,  dismiss  from  the  Society 
any  Member  who  shall  remove  from  this  State,  or  who  shall 
leave  the  profession  for  other  pursuits. 

3.  They  may  also,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  recommend 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Society,  for  dismission 
from  the  saute,  any  Member  residing  in  their  respective 
Counties,  who  shall  apply  for  such  dismission  by  a  written 
request  to  that  effect  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County 
Meeting,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of  holding  any 
legal  County  Meeting;  and  also  any  Member  who  shall  re- 
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fuse  or  neglect  to  pay  taxes  :  and  upon  the  approval  of  such 
recommendation  by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Conven- 
tion, the  connection  between  such  Member  and  the  Society 
shall  be  dissolved.  Provided,  that  no  Member  shall  be  hon- 
orably dismissed  from  the  Society  until  all  his  taxes  shall 
have  been  paid. 

4.  All  violations  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  or  of  the 
Medical  Police  adopted  by  the  Society,  or  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  passed  by  the  County  Meetings,  in  conformity 
with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  may  be  prosecuted  and 
tried  by  the  Members  of  the  Society,  in  their  respective 
County  Meetings,  under  the  following  regulations,  viz  : 

The  Member  accusing  another  of  a  violation  of  any  of 
the  before-mentioned  Regulations,  shall  make  a  statement 
in  writing  of  the  transaction  which  he  deems  a  misdemeanor, 
and  lay  the  same  before  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  ;  and  such 
Fellow  shall  issue  a  notification  to  the  accused,  to  appear 
before  the  next  County  Meeting,  stating-  the  time  when,  and 
the  place  where,  it  is  to  be  held,  to  defend,  if  he  see  fit, 
against  said  accusation.  A  copy  of  such  accusation  and 
notification  shall  be  left  with  the  accused,  or  at  his  last  usu- 
al place  of  abode,  at  least  twelve  days  previous  to  the  time 
of  holding  the  next  County  Meeting.  And  the  accuser  shall 
cause  the  said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and 
returned  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Meeting,  on  or  before 
the  day  of  their  sitting;  and  the  offender,  upon  conviction, 
may  be  punished  by  admonition,  by  suspension  from  the 
privileges  of  the  Society  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two 
years,  or  by  expulsion  from  the  Society.  Provided,  that 
no  sentence  of  expulsion  shall  be  valid  until  confirmed  by 
the  President  and  Fellows  in  Convention. 

5.  The  several  County  Meetings  are  authorized  to  make 
such  regulations  as  their  local  circumstances  may  require  : 
Provided,  that  such  regulations  be  not  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  the  State,  or  the  Bv-Laws  of  this  Society. 


•21 

G.  When  a  new  Clerk  is  chosen   in  any  of  the  Counties, 

his  predecessor  slial I  deliver  over  to  him  all  the  records  and 
papers  appertaining  to  the  office,  retaining  copies  of  the 
same  if  he  think  proper. 

The  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Meetings  shall  take  the 
following  oath,  viz: 

'  You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  Clerk  of  the  Meeting  of  the 

Medical  Society  for  the  County  of ,  do  swear  that 

yon  will  record  all  votes  of  said  meetings,  and  Lriw  true 
copies  of  the  same,  when  thereto  requested,  so  help  you  God." 
7.  The  Clerks  shall  transmit  the  names  and  places  of  re- 
sidence of  the  Fellows,  and  of  the  person  recommended  for 
a  gratuitouscour.se  of  lectures,  to  the  Secretary,  immediate- 
ly after  the  election  in  April,  that  the  same  may  he  published 
at  least  a  week  before  the  Convention.  They  shall  also 
forward  to  the  Secretary,  and  a  duplicate  copy  to  the  Trea- 
surer, on  or  before  the  (irst  day  of  the  Convention,  the 
names  of  the  members  in  their  respective  Counties,  and  their 
places  of  residence;  and  those  who  fail  in  the  performance 
of  this  duty,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  live  dollars,  to  !>e 
collected  by  the  Treasurer. 

§11.  —  MEMBERS. 

S.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  have  free  access  to 
the  records  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  County  Meeting  to 
which  he  belongs;  and  may  take  attested  copies  thereof  if 
he  request  them. 

9.  All  Members  of  this  Society  are  invited  to  be  present  at 
the  meetings  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  and  to  partake 
of  the  dinner  on  the  first  clay  of  the  session. 

10.  No  Member  of  this  Society  shall  be  called  on  for  a  tax 
i hat  shall  have  been  laid  after  lie  has  arrived  at  the  age  of 
*ixty  years. 

JJ.   If  anv  member  of  the   Society  shall   make,  vend,   or 
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publicly  recommend  any  nostrum  or  patent  medicine,  and  be 
thereof  convicted,  he  shall  be  suspended  from  the  privileges 
of  the  Society,  or  expelled. 

12.  No  Member  of  the  Society  shall  hold  professional  con- 
sultation or  intercourse  with  any  other  than  licensed  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons,  in  regular  standing. 

13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Member  of  this  Society  to 
accuse  any  other  Member  of  the  Society,  for  such  misde- 
meanors as  he  deems  contrary  either  to  the  By-Laws,  Med- 
ical Police,  or  Rules  and  Regulations  adopted  by  the  Society. 
And  the  accuser  shall  make  a  statement  in  writing,  of  the 
transactions  which  he  deems  a  misdemeanor,  and  lay  the 
same  before  a  Fellow  of  the  Society;  and  such  Fellow  shall 
issue  a  notice  to  the  accused,  to  appear  before  the  President 
and  Fellows  at  their  next  Convention,  stating  the  time  and 
place  of  their  sitting,  to  defend,  if  he  see  cause,  against  said 
accusation.  A  copy  of  said  accusation  and  notification  shall 
be  left  with  the  accused,  or  at  his  last  usual  place  of  abode, 
at  least  twelve  days  previous  to  the  next  Convention  of  the 
President  and  Fellows.  And  the  accuser  shall  cause  the 
said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and  returned  to 
the  President  and  Fellows  on  the  first  day  of  their  sitting 

§  III.  —  OFFICERS,  FELLOWS,  &c. 

14.  The  President  and  Fellows  shall  each  receive  two 
dollars  for  his  attendance  in  the  Convention,  and  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  for  each  mile's  travel  from  the  town  of  his 
residence  to  that  of  the  Convention ;  mileage  to  be  reckoned 
as  it  is  to  members  of  our  State  Legislature.  The  Disserta- 
tor  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same. 

15.  The  Fellows  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  Committee  of 
Abatements  in  their  respective  Counties. 

16.  Each  person  receiving  a  license  to  practice  from  this 
Society,  shall   pay  the  sum  of  four  dollars  to  the  Clerk  of 


the  Committee  of  Examination,  who  shall  account  with  the 
Treasurer  for  the  same. 

17.  The  Secretary  shall  be  required  to  take  the  following 
oath,  viz : 

"You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  do  swear  that  you  will  record  all  votes  of 
the  President  and  Fellows,  and  give  true  copies  when  thereto 
requested,  and  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  relating  to 
said  office,  so  help  you  God." 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record  all  the 
transactions  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Medical  Society  in  their  Conventions,  give  true  copies 
of  the  same  when  thereto  requested,  conduct  their  corres- 
pondence, and  have  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  Society. 
The  Secretary  is  also  instructed  to  send,  each  year,  an  ex- 
tra copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  to  each  of 
the  Clerks,  for  the  use  of  the  County  Meetings. 

He  is  also  requested  to  put  up,  each  year,  in  at  least  three 
public  houses  in  the  town  in  which  the  Convention  meets,  a 
written  notice  of  the  place  of  meeting,  at  least  one  day  be- 
fore the  sitting  of  the  Convention. 

18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  the  mon- 
eys of  the  Society,  subject  to  their  orders,  and  to  render  an- 
nually to  the  President  and  Fellows  an  account  of  all  mon- 
eys received  and  paid  by  him.  He  is  also  directed  to  make 
out  a  general  debenture  bill,  taking  for  his  guide  the  mileage 
allowed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 

lie  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for  his  services,  on  his  ac- 
count being  accepted,  at  the  end  of  each  year. 

No  debenture  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  that  is 
more  than  seventeen  years  old. 

19.  The  President  of  the  Society  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committee  of  Examination  are  authorized  to  grant  a 
new    License,  free   of    expense,    to    any    person  who   ha^ 
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been  previously  licensed,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  State, 
upon  satisfactory  proof  being  exhibited  to  them  that  such 
previous  license  has  been  lost. 

20.  The  Committee  of  Examination,  the  Committee  to 
nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution,  and  the  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  the  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  In- 
sane, shall  be  chosen  by  ballot.  All  other  Committees  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Convention. 

21.  The  Standing  Committees  of  the  Society  are  request- 
ed annually  to  report  to  the  President  and  Fellows,  when- 
ever they  shall  have  occasion  to  act  in  their  official  capacity. 


Note. — The  Dissertation  read  by  Dr.  Ives  before  the  Con- 
vention was  prepared  in  haste,  and  while  he  was  suffering 
from  ill  health,  and  would  therefore,  he  says,  require  consid- 
erable revision  to  render  it  suitable  for  publication.  As  his 
health  is  not  yet  such  as  to  permit  him  to  revise  it,  it  was 
thought  advisable  in  accordance  with  his  request,  to  proceed 
without  any  farther  delay  to  the  publication  of  the  Proceed- 
ings, though  the  members  of  the  Society  lose  thereby  the  pe- 
rusal of  Dr.  Ives'  valuable  paper. 


PROCEEDINGS 


-If" 

H  ANNUAL   CONVENTION 


^ 


CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL    SOCIETY, 


MAY,     1846, 

-  *  -J  1 

^      vJf**  TOGETHER    WITH 


A  LIST  OF  MEMBERS,  AXD  THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS^ 


HARTFORD. 

PRESS  OF    CASE.    TIFFANY    AND   BTJRNHAM. 
Tcarl  street,  comer  of  Trumbull. 

1848. 


(Miters  of  tlje  Sorietg. 

ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  President. 
DYER  T.  BRAINARD,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


a'j.The  obituary  notices  of  Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D.,  were  kindly  furnished  for 
distribution  to  the  members  of  the  Society. 


Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  President, 
and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  held 
at  the  Medical  College,  Neiv  Haven,  May  loth  and 
Uth,  1846. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  Archibald  Welch, 
M.  D.,  who  alluded  briefly  to  the  death  of  ihe  late  President, 
Luther  Tickoor,  M.  D. 

A  communication  was  read  from  the  Secretary,  Worthington 
Hooker,  M.  D.,  declining  a  re-election,  and  on  motion,  Gurdou 
W.  Russell,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  Secretar] ,  pro  tern. 

Drs.  Blakeman,  Litchfield,  and  Gold,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows,  and  they  reported  that 
the  following  persons  were  duly  elected. 


HARTFORD    COUNTY. 

E.  W.  Carrington,  M.  D. 
Cluster  Hamlin,  M.  I). 
Gurdon  W.  Russell,  M.  D. 
Samuel  B.  Fuller,  M.  D. 
David  S.  Dodge,  M.  D. 

NEW    HAVEN  COUNTY. 
Eli  Ives,  M.  D. 
W.  L.  Lay,  M.  D. 
Charles  Hooker,  M.  D. 
Anson  Moody,  M.  D. 
M.  C.  Leavenworth,  M.  D. 

NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 

Avery  Downer,  M.  D. 
Chauncey  Burgess, 
\J.  P.  Fuller,  M.  D. 
Lucius  Tyler,  M.  D. 
Benjamin  T.  Roath,  M.  D. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 

Harvey  Campbell,  M.  D. 
William  H.  Cogswell,  M.  D. 
Eleazer  Litchfield,  M.  D. 
FennerH.  Peckham,  M.  D. 
Lewis  Williams,  M,  D. 

LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 

Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D. 
Samuel  W.Gold,M.  D. 
*R.  M.  Woodruff,  M.  D. 
Myron  Downs,  M.  D. 
Manly  Peters,  M.  D. 

FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 

Samuel  Simons,  M.  D. 
Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D. 
Samuel  Beach,  M.  D. 
George  Blackman,  M.  D. 
•Lloyd  Seeley,  M.  D. 


'  Absent. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY.  TOLLAND    COUNTY. 

Hamilton  Brewer,  M.  D.  Ahijah  Ladd,  M.  D. 

Rufus  Baker,  M.  D.  *Norman  Brigham, 

Ambrose  Pratt,  M.  D.  Charles  F.  Sumner,  M.  D. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  read,  and  Drs.  Simons, 
Cogswell,  and  Burgess  were  appointed  to  audit  the  same. 

Abstract  of  the  Treasurer's  Report. 

Due  from  Clerks,  supposed  to  be  good,  .  $867  47 

Due  to  the  Treasurer,         .  .  $22  65^ 

Outstanding  debentures,  .         .  27S  00 

Average  abatements,  13  per  cent.,  112  70^ 
Commission  on  collections,              .  37  Ilk 


451  01 h 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  Society,  .  .  416  39^ 

Drs.  S.  B.  Fuller,  and  Roath,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
on  debentures. 

Communications  having  been  received  from  Hartford,  and 
Windham  Counties,  relating  to  the  dismission  of  delinquent 
members,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  County  be  ap- 
pointed, to  whom  all  resolutions  shall  be  referred,  in  relation 
to  dissolving  the  connexion  of  members  with  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society. 

Drs.  Hamlin,  Moody,  Tyler,Beach,  Campbell,  Hatch,  Baker 
and  Sumner,  were  appointed  on  the  above  resolution. 

Dr.  Downer  offered  the  following,  which  was  passed. 

Resolved,  That  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on 
one  subject,  unless  to  explain  himself,  or  by  liberty  from  the 
Chair. 

Resolved,  That,  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  County  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  candidates  for  the  gratuitous  course 
of  Lectures,  and 

Drs.  Hamlin,  Leavenworth,  Burgess,  Blackmail,  Williams, 
Peters,  Pratt  and  Sumner,  were  appointed.    < 

Drs.  Dodge,    Ives,    Downer,   Blackman,   Cogswell,   Gold, 

*  Absent. 


Brewer  and  Ladd,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Honorary 
Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Hartford  County,  pro- 
posing certain  questions,  winch,  on  motion,  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Drs.  Russell,  Moody  and  Campbell,  were  appointed  to  nom- 
inate a  Dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

The  standing  rule  adopted  two  years  since,  postponing  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  Convention  to  the  second  day  of  the 
Session,  was,  on  motion,  dispensed  with,  so  far  as  related  to  the 
election  of  President,  and  it  was  ordered  that  tlie  first  business 
of  the  afternoon  shall  be  the  election  of  the  same. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account, 
reported, 

That  they  had  attended  to  the  same,  and  found  it  to  be  clearly 
kept,  and  correct. 

And  they  would  further  respectfully  represent,  that  they 
deem  the  deficit  of  the  Treasury  as  owing,  not  to  the  laws 
respecting  collection,  but  in  a  want  of  their  execution,  and 
therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed,  to  enforce  prompt  settlement  with  the  sev- 
eral County  Clerks. 

The  Report  was  accepted,  and  the  Resolution  passed,  as  did 
the  following,  submitted  by  Dr.  Simons. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Clerks  of  the 
Counties,  in  collecting  any  tax  or  taxes,  shall  be  cancelled  and 
paid  by  the  Treasurer. 

Adjourned  till  hall  past  three  P.  M. 

AFTERNOON. 

The  Convention  met  at  half  past  three,  P.  M.,  and  proceed- 
ed to  the  choice  of  a  President,  and  upon  balloting, 

ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D. 
was  chosen. 

Dr.  Hatch  submitted  the  following,  which  passed. 

Resolved^  By  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  in  Convention  assembled,  That  in  the  death 
of  Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D.,  late  President  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  this  State,  the  Profession  has  lost  a  prominent  member  ;  the 


community  in  which  he  moved,  a  valuable  citizen  ;  the  cause 
of  Literature,  of  Morality,  and  of  Religion,  a  devoted  friend. 
To  the  family  of  the  deceased,  we  offer  our  sincerest  sympathy. 
Resolued,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy 
of  the  above  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  standing  rule,  partially  suspended  this  forenoon,  was 
further  suspended,  and  it  was 

Resolved,  That  all  the  officers  of  the  Society  be  now  chosen. 
The  following  persons  were  then  elected  for  the  year  ensu- 
ing: 

DYER  T.  BRAINARD,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 

V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,   Treasurer. 

GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Dr.  Campbell  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which, 
after  considerable  discussion,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  behalf 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  to  be  joined  by  an  ecpial 
number  of  the  Medical  Professors  in  Yale  College,  to  petition 
the  Legislature  now  in  session,  for  an  alteration  of  the  second 
section  of  "An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,"  so  that  the  price  of  tickets  for  the  course  of 
Lectures,  on  each  branch  of  instruction  in  said  Institution, 
shall  not  exceed  ten  dollars  ;  and  that  so  much  of  the  third 
section  of  said  act,  as  provides  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  Lec- 
tures in  said  Institution,  to  one  person  from  each  County,  be 
repealed. 

The  Report  of  the  Examining  Committee  was  then  read, 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  published  with  the  Proceedings. 

The  Committee  of  Examination  appointed  by  the  Convention  in 
May,  J  845,  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
respectfully  submit  the  following  Report : 

The  board  convened  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, on  the  21st  of  January,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  contin- 
ued the  session  until  the  23d.  All  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, except  Silas  Fuller,  M.  D.,  who  was  detained  by  sick- 
ness, and  all  the  Professors  of  the  Institution  were  present. 

The  number  of  students  who  had  attended  two  full  courses 
of  Lectures,  and  who  were  entitled  to  an  examination  for  a  de- 
gree of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  was  nineteen,  all  of  whom  were 
admitted  to  the  degree  ;  and  two  who  had  attended  but  one 
course  of  Lectures,  were  examined  by  the  board,  aud  licensed 


to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  by  Luther  Ticknor,  M.  D., 
President  of  the  Society. 

It  is  proper  for  the  Committee  to  say,  that  no  examination 
which  has  been  made  by  them  in  former  years,  has  been  more 
thorough  tbantlie  last,  and  none  has  been  more  satisfactory. 

The  candidates  gave  good  evidence  of  having  been  diligent 
in  their  studies  during  their  pupilage  with  private  instructors; 
and  of  baving  profited  in  a  high  degree  while  attending  the 
Lectures  at  our  own  highly  valued  Institution. 

Your  Committee  would  not  do  justice  to  their  own  feelings, 
to  the  Society  by  whom  they  were  appointed,  nor  to  the  Med- 
ical Institution  of  Yale  College,  should  they  forbear  to  express 
the  high  estimation  which  they  entertain  of  the  ability  with 
which  instruction  is  communicated,  by  the  able  Professors,  in 
their  several  departments;  and  we  consider  it  the  duty  of  the 
members  of  the  profession  to  commend  to  their  pupils  the  su- 
perior advantages  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College; 
and  that,  those  pupils  be  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  that 
the  Anatomical  Museum  and  Cabinet  of  Materia  Medica,  are 
ample  in  their  provisions,  and  that  the  Laboratory  abounds 
with  all  the  apparatus  necessary  for  illustrations  in  Chemistry, 
that  highly  interesting  and  useful  department  of  science. 

Although  there  is  not  a  separate  chair  of  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence, your  Committee  are  authorized  by  the  Professors  to  say, 
that  in  their  several  departments,  this  important  branch  of 
science  is  thoroughly  taught.  The  annual  address  to  the  can- 
didates was  delivered  in  the  chapel,  by  William  H.  Cogswell, 
M.  D.,  one  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  was  replete  with 
valuable  instruction  of  practical  importance,  and  well  adapted 
to  the  occasion.  The  valedictory  address  by  Nathaniel  W. 
Taylor,  Jr.,  one  of  the  graduates,  was  ably  written,  and  atten- 
tively listened  to  by  the  class,  ami  the  audience. 

Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  1).  was  appointed  to  give  the  annual 
address  at  the  examination  in  1847,  and  Josiah  G.  Beckwith, 
M.  I).,  his  substitute. 

Your  Committee  deem  it  a  duty  not  to  be  neglected,  to  no- 
tice the  death  of  the  worthy  and  efficient  President  of  the 
Board,  which  occurred  since  our  hist  meeting.  As  a  member 
of  the  board,  be  was  prompt  and  assiduous,  and  his  death,  in 
the  midst  of  activity  and  usefulness,  will  long  be  regarded  by 
an  extensive  circle  of  warm  friends,  and  particularly  by  the 
Medical  Society  of  Connecticut,  as  one  of  the  mysterious  dis- 
pensations of  Divine  Providence. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,         Archibald  Welch. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  following  resolutions  from 
Hartford  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  fourteenth  By-Law  of  the  Connecticut 
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Medical   Society,  relating  to  the  payment  of  members  of  the 
Convention  for  attendance  and  mileage,  should  be  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  sent  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Society,  and  that  the  Fellows  be  instructed 
to  urge  the  repeal  of  the  above  mentioned  By-Law. 

After  some  discussion,  the  ayes  and  noes  being  ordered,  it 
was  decided  that  the  By-Law  should  not  be  repealed,  ayes  3, 
noes  25. 

The  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Mem- 
bership, reported;  and  George  0.  Sumner,  of  New  Haven, 
Chauncey  Burgess,  of  Norwich,  and  Joseph  C.  Dow,  of  Staf- 
ford, were  recommended  as  candidates  for  the  Honorary  De- 
gree of  Doctor  in  Medicine. 

The  Committee  on  the  dismission  of  delinquent  members, 
reported : 

That  in  their  opinion,  the  President  and  Fellows  of  this 
Society,  ought  not  to  approve  of  the  resolutions  passed  by 
Hartford  and  Windham  Counties,  until  legal  steps  have  been 
taken  by  the  Clerks  of  said  Counties,  to  enforce  collection  of 
said  taxes,  unless  judged  by  them  impracticable  ;  after  which 
the  connexion  between  the  Society  and  such  members  ought 
to  be  dissolved. 

And  that  the  several  County  Clerks  be  instructed  to  report 
the  names  of  such  delinquents,  to  this  Convention,  at  its  session 
in  1847,  for  further  action. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Convention  then  adjourn- 
ed till  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

May  14th. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  Dissertator,  re- 
ported the  name  of  E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford,  and  he 
was  appointed. 

The  Standing  Committees  were  then  chosen  as  follows: 


Archibald  Welch.  M.  D.,  ex  officio.  ] 
George  Sumner,  M.  D., 

Examination. 


J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D,  I         Committee 

William  H.  Cogswell,  M.  D., 
Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D., 
Richard  Warner,  M.  D., 


En  Ives,  M.  D.,  )         n        ...     . 
n    t>               iv/r    n  Committee  to 

Tsaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D.,  •     ,     i>;     •  • 

TT-  „  »'T    t.       '  nominate  Physician 

I  Samuel  Beach,  JV1.  D.,  >  f ,,     „  , J    . 

i    ,.r  ,ir      '        ,T    V.  i         of  the  Retreat 

\   William  Witter,  M.  D.,  /    ,,     T 

\   T  n    tt     _L    »/r   t\  tor  the  Insane. 

\  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  J        ' 

William  S.  Pierson,  M.  D.,  ]        Committee  to 

.Reynold  Webb,  M.  D.,  '    nominate  Professors 

Asiibel  Woodward,  M.  D.,  J-        in  the  Medical 

«E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.j  -  L.      Institution  of 
George  Blackman,  M.  D.,  Yale  College. 

The  Committee  on  Debentures  made  a  Report,  which  was 
accepted. 

Dr.  Cogswell  made  an  informal  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  National  Convention,  lately  held  in  New  York,  and  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  which  after  being  amended,  was  passed 
as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  County  meetings  have  power  to  appoint 
one  delegate  each,  to  the  National  Medical  Convention,  to  be 
holden  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  May,  1847; 
and  they  arc  hereby  requested  to  make  such  appointment,  and 
make  return  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Society. 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  candidates  for  the  gratui- 
tous course  of  Lectures,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  passed. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that  in 
case  the  student  recommended  from  any  County  is  not  neces- 
sitous and  meritorious,  it  has  full  power  to  declare  that  a 
vacancy  exists,  and  may  proceed  to  fill  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  and  passed,  that  mileage  be  allowed 
all  members  of  the  Extra  Convention,  held  in  Hartford,  in 
April  last. 

A  Dissertation  was  thru  read  by  Theodore  Sill,  M.  D.,  en- 
titled "  Practical  Observations  on  Typhous  Fever." 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  tendered  to 
Dr.  Sdl,  for  his  dissertation,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for 
publication. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  President  shall  see  fit  to  call 
a  special  session  of  the  Convention,  besides  advertising  as  now 
provided,  he  shall  also  send  a  notice  to  each  member,  of  the 
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time  and  place  of  meeting,  which  notice  shall  be  mailed  at 
least  one  week  previous  to  the  meeting  of  such  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  on 
each  member  for  the  year  ensuing,  to  be  collectable  on  and 
after  the  first  day  of  June  next. 

Resolved,  Tbat  Mr.  Green  be  requested  to  insert  in  the  Con- 
necticut Register,  a  catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Fellows^of 
theMedical  Convention,  and  members  of  the  Medical  Society, 
and  that'lhe  Secretary  be  directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
resolution  to  the  Publisher,  with  a  list  of  the  members. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  first  business  of  the  Convention 
shall  be  the  reading  of  the  Dissertation. 

The  persons  recommended  by  the  County  Societies  to  attend 
gratuitously  a  course  of  Lectures  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,  are  Edwin  Bidwell,  Harlford  ;  George  E.  Bud- 
dington,  New  Haven;  ■  Trask,  Fairfield;  Horace  Bur- 
gess, Windham;  Seth  P.  Ford,  Litchfield;  Albert  B.  Worthing- 
ton,  New  London  ;  Charles  Cone,  Middlesex ;  Silas  F.  Linds- 
ley,  Tolland. 

Adjourned,  sine  die. 

Attest,  Gurdon  W.  Russell,  Secretary. 
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MEMBERS   OF   THE   SOCIETY 


HONORARY    MEMBERS. 


♦FELTX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
•DAVID  HOSACK, 
•WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
GEORGE  M'CLELLAN, 
♦JOHN  MACKIE, 
•CHARLES   El, DREDGE, 
THEODRIC  ROMEYN  BECK, 
JAMES  THATCHER, 
•JOSEPH  WHITE, 
•WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN   DELAMATER, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
•PHILIP  SYNG  PHYSICK, 
•LEWIS  HEERMANN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE, 
•HENRY  MITCHELL. 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
GEORGE  FROST, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 


New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 

New  Y'ork. 


New  Haven. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Proi  idence,  R.  I. 

East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
New  York. 
Little  Kails,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 

• 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

U.  S.  Navy. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Norwich,  N.  Y. 

Baltimore,  Md. 

New  Y'ork. 

Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
U.  S.  Army. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albanv,  N.  Y. 


"  Deceased. 
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ORDINARY   MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  by 
age,  are  in  Italics  ;  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presi- 
dents of  the  Society,  are  in.  Capitals. 

HARTFORD    COUNTY. 


ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.  Clerk. 


Hartford,  SILAS  FULLER,  Geo. 
Sumner,  D.  S.  Dodge,  Henry  Holmes, 
Samuel  B.  Beresford,  George  B.  Haw- 
ley,  E.  E.  Marcy,  Gurdon  W.  Russell, 
David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  Benja- 
min Rogers,  E.  K.  Hunt,  Samuel  B. 
Fuller,  Seth  Saltmarsh,  John  S.  Butler, 
Thomas B.  Kittridge.H.  A.  Grant,  Wm. 
J.  Barry. 

West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  Horatio  Gridley,  Sylvester 
Eulkley,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

JVew  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  Lucius 
Woodruff',  E.  D.  Babcock. 

Bloomfield,  John  F.  Wells. 

Bristol,  Jared  W.  Pardee,  Joseph 
W.  Camp. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d,  Jer- 
emiah Burwell. 

Canton,  Bernadatn  Kasson,  Thomas 
G.  Hazen. 

Collinsville,  Samuel  W.  Brown, Rus- 
sell H.  Tiffany. 

East  Hartford,  Eli  Hall,  Seth  L. 
Child. 

East  "Windsor,  Elijah  F.  Reed,  Hor- 
ace C.  Gillette. 

Seantick,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 

Enfield,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing. 


Farmington,  Asahel  Thompson,  E. 
W.  Carrington,  Chauncey  Brown. 
Plainvi/le,  G.  B.  Moody. 
Glastenbury,  Ralph  Carter. 
South  Glastenbury,  Roswell  Hawley, 
Andrus. 


Eastbury,  Sabin  Stocking. 

Granby,   Jarius   Case,    Joseph   F. 
Jewett. 

North  Granby,  JosiahC.  Banning. 

East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 

West  Granby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 

Hartland,  William  H.  Huggins. 

Manchester,  William  C.  Williams, 
William  Woodhridge. 

Marlborough,  L.  W.  Mcintosh. 

Rocky  Hill,  Ashbel  W.  Barrows. 

Simsbury,  Roderick  A.  White. 

Tariffoille,  Geo.  W.  Sanford,  Charles 
W.  Ensign. 

Southington,  Julius  S.  Barnes, 
Frederick  A.  Hart. 

South  Windsor,  Sidney  Rockwell. 

Suffield,  Asaph  L.  Bissell,  Samuel 
B.  Low. 

Wethersfifld,  ARCHIBALD 
WELCH,  Ashbel  Robertson,  E.  F. 
Cook. 

Windsor,  William  S.  Pierson,  Theo- 
dore Sill,  Henry  C.  Preston. 

Poquonock,  Henry  Church. 
Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
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NEW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 


ANDREW  FRENCH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  Cleric. 


New  Haven,  John  Skinner,  Eli 
Ives,  T.  P.  Beers,  Jonathan  Knight, 
Samuel  Punderson,  V.  M.  Dow,  A.  S. 
Munson,  Charles  Hooker,  H.  B.  Porter, 
Nathan  B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  D.  H. 
Moure,  E.  D.  North,  J.  A.Totten,  P.  T. 
Miller,  L.  A.  Thomas,  Levi  Ives,  Plinv 
A.  Jewett,  J.  T.  Hotchkiss,  L.  D.  Wil- 
COXSOn,  D,  L.  Daggett,  George  O.  Sum- 
ner, 1J  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  David 
Pritchard,  J.  W.  Hnbbell. 

Weatville,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson. 

Bethany,  AsaC.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 

Chmkiks,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Nchemiah 
Banks. 

Derby,  W.J.  Whiting. 

Jlnsunia,  Samuel  1'.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardslev. 

Humphreysville,  Abirum  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 
Thomas  Stoddard. 

EAST  Haven,  Beta  Farnhum. 

Guilford,  .1  Caofield,  Klislia  Huh  h- 
inson,  Alvan  Talcott. 

Uamden,  W.  M.  White. 


Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 

JVarth  Madison,  George  E.   Perkins. 

Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 

West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin. 

Middlebury,  Jacob  Linslev,  Robert 
Crane,  W.  C.  Catlin. 

Milford,  Andrew  French,  Hull  Al- 
len, L.  N.  Beardsley. 

Nacgatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Timothy 
Langdon. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beards- 
ley. 

North  Haven,  Anson  Moody,  C.  B. 
Footc. 

Oxford,  J\~oah  Stone,  John  Louns- 
bury. 

Sol  TBB0BT]  A.  B.  Burritt. 

South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 

Waii.ini.foud,  Lj  man  Parker,  Ben- 
jamin 1".  Harrison. 

Valaville,  C.  B,  McCarry. 

Wateiiblry,  Jn.irjili  Porter,  Daniel 
Pnrti  r,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G.  L. 
Piatt,  W.  W,  Kdman,  A.  N.  Hell. 

W'uoDBRiDGE,    Isaac    Goodselt,   An- 

drew  Castle. 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 

AVERY  DOWNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
John  C.  Bolles,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Archibald  Mercer, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel  s  Perkins, 
James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porter,  \\  m. 
W.  Miner,  Charles  E.  Ames,  James 
Rogers,  Seth  Smith. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Wor- 
thington  Hooker,  Chaunci  j  Burgess, 
Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha  Phinney,  Ben- 
jamin T.  Roath,  Rufus  W.  Mathewson, 
Jonathan  W.  Brooks,  B.  F.  Barker, 
Ashbel  B.  Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Robert 
A.  Manwaring. 

BozRAH,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan,  James  R.  Dow. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin 
F.  Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold, 

Jewett  City,  Lucius  Tyler,  Alonzo 
Fuller. 

Gkoton,  Joseph  Durfee. 

Portersville,  John  O.  Miner,  Benja- 
min F.  Stoddard,  Elias  F.  Coats. 


Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Richard  P.  Greene. 

Ledyard, 

(.'«/(.«'  Firry,  H.  H.  Loomis. 

Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 

Lyme,  Richard  JVoytl,  John  Noyes, 
Shubael  F.  Bartlett 

Hamburgh,  John  C.  M.  Brockway. 

Pleased  Valley,  William  W.  J. 
Warren. 

Montvii.le,  Ephraim  Fellows. 

I'ncasville,  Jedcdiah  R.  Gay,  John 
C.  Bolle*. 

North  Stonington,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gray. 

Treston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 
Downing. 

Poquetannoc,  H.  W.  Coats. 

Salem,  John  P.  Fuller,  William  A. 
Babcock. 

Stonington,  William  Robertson, 
William  Hyde,  George  E.  Palmer,  Win. 
Hyde,  Jr. 

Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


DANIEL  COMSTOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison, 
S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

Greenfield.  Rufus  Blakeman. 

Southport,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Bridgeport,  Samuel  Simons,  Sam- 
uel Beach,  D.  H.  Nash,  William  L. 
Watson. 

Brookfield,  Noah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Danbury,  Daniel  Comstock,  R.  B. 
Botsford,  E.  P.  Bennett. 

Darien,  Warren  Percival. 

Easton,  Lloyd  Seely,  James  Bald- 
win. 

Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Sturges  Bulkley,  Salmon 
H.  Hall. 


New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  Noyes, 
Lewis  Richards. 

Newtown,  Cyrenius  H.  Booth,  E. 
Irwin,  George  Judson,  Thomas  Dutton. 

Norwalk,  John  A.  M'Lean,  E.  Bis- 
sell,  Ira  Gregory. 

Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 

Stamford,  Chauncey  Ayres,  N.  D. 
Haight. 

Stratford,  Wm.  T.  Shelton,  John 
Goulding, 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  Stephen  Middlebrook,  George 
Dyer,  E  B.  Middlebrook. 

Westport,  George  Blackman,  J. 
Jauncey. 

Wilton,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


HIRAM  HOLT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
James  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcomb, 
Daniel  M.Hale. 

Ashford,  John  H.  Simmons. 

Eastfurd,  Roderick  Stebbins. 

Canterbury,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jo- 
seph Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

Killingly,  Justin  Hammond. 

North  Killingly,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Fenner  H.  Peckham. 

South  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

West  Killingly,  David  E.  Hall, 
Samuel  Hutchins. 

Plainfield,  Morey  Burgess,  Wm  H. 
Campbell,  Wm.  H.  Cogswell,  Prosper 
K.  Hutchinson. 


Plainfield    Central   P.    O.,   Elijah 
Baldwin,  jr. 

Pomfret,  Hiram  Holt,   Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Abington,  Elisha  Williams. 

Sterling,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,   Chester  Hunt,  William 
Webb. 

Willimantic,  William  Witter,  John 
Hill,  jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 
West  Woodstock,  Eleazer  Litchfield, 
Milton  Bradford. 
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LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 


WILLIAM  J.  BARRY,  M.D.,  Chairman. 
J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  WM.  BUEL,  Samuel 
Buel,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  R.  M.  Woodruff. 
George  Seymour. 

South  Farm.*,  Garry  II.  Miner. 

JSorthfield,  R.  S.  Woodward. 

Barkhamstkd,  F.  B.  Graham. 

Bethlem,  Loomis  North. 

Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 

Canaan,  Albert  A.  Wright,  George 
Adam. 

South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 

Cornwall,  Hurritt  li.  Norlh. 

West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold, 
John  Scovell, 

Colebrook,  Wm.  B.  Deforest. 

Gaytord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St. 
John. 

Goshen,  Harvey  Baldwin,  A.  M. 
Huxley. 

Harwinton,  E.  J.  Woodward. 

Kent,  IVells  Beardsley,  Johnson  C 
Hatch,  Eliada  Osborne. 

New  Hartford,  North,  Myron  R. 
Hubbard. 

Bakersville,  John  Yale. 


New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams, 
Wm.  B.  Lacy,  George  0.  Taylor. 

Norfolk,  Benjamin  Welch,  Wm. 
W.  Welch,  W.  Cockie. 

Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 

Plymouth  Hollow,  Wm.  Woodruff. 

Roxbury,  Myron  Downs, 

Salisbury,  0.  Plumb 

Furnace  Village,  Benjamin  Welch, 
Jr. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Ellsworth,  Elmore  Everett. 

Wolrottville,  Erastus  Bancroft,  0.  B. 
Freeman. 

Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M    Fowler. 

AVtc  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward 1'.  Lyman. 

Watertown,  John  De  Forest. 

Winchester,  James  Welch. 

Woodbury,  Boswell  Abernelhy, 
Charles  H.  Webb,  Thomas  T.  Seely, 

Terrysville,  Charles  Byington. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


DAVID  HARRISON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
William  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Richard  Warner,  Jo- 
seph Barrett,  Thomas  Miner,  Charles 
Woodward,  Win.  B.  Casey,  David  Har- 
rison, Hamilton  Brewer,  Franklin 
Woodruff. 

Chatham,  Charles  Smith,  Francis 
G.  Edgerton. 

Chester,  Ambrose  Pratt. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

Higgunum,  Wm.  H.  Tremaine. 

Killingworth,  Rul'us  Turner. 

Portland,  George  0.  Jarvis,  Ste- 
phen A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 

Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 

Essex,  Alanson  H.  Hough,  Frederick 
W.  Shepard. 

Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 

Westbrook,  Horace  Burr,  Josiah 
H.  Beecher. 


16 


TOLLAND   COUNTY. 


EARL  SWIFT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Ahijah  Ladd,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Oliver  K.  Isham. 

Andover,  Adonijah  White. 

Bolton,  Orrin  Hunt,  Charles  F. 
Sumner. 

Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
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SUMMARY    OP    ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taiable. 

Total 

Hartford  County, 

76 

3 

79 

New  Haven  County, 

67 

8 

75 

New  London  County. 

51 

8 

59 

Fairfield  County, 

36 

4 

40 

Litchfield  County, 

46 

7 

53 

Windham  County, 

33 

1 

34 

Middlesex  County, 

27 

0 

27 

Tolland  County, 

22 

4 

26 

Total, 


358 


35 


393 


DUTIES     OF     CLERKS. 

To  warn  the  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the 
person  recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures, 
immediately  after  the  County  meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary, on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  to  the 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention, 
on  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 
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DISSERTATION. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  TYPHOUS  FEVER. 

BY    THEODORE    SILL,    M.    D. 


[Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  14,  1846.] 


In  presenting  for  the  consideration  of  this  Convention,  a  few 
remarks  upon  so  common  a  subject  as  typhous  fever,  it  is  not 
my  aim  to  present  an  elaborate  theoretical  essay  upon  its  symp- 
toms, diagnosis,  prognosis,  theory  or  treatment ;  'nor  with  a 
spirit  of  imkindness,  and  arrogant  assertion,  to  condemn  the 
views  or  treatment  of  my  respected  medical  brethren;  hut  in 
the  calm  confidence  of  a  truth-loving,  truth-seeking-  spirit,  to 
communicate  to  the  Convention  the  lesults  of  a  careful  inves- 
tigation, of  font  teen  .years,  of  the  character  of  this  formidable 
disease,  and  the  treatment  best  adapted  to  prevent  a  fatal 
termination. 

It  is  the  most  formidable  disease  that  I  have  met  in  my  own 
practice,  and  in  the  practice  of  my  neighboring  brethren  ; — 
one  that  1  have  had  to  contend  with  in  my  own  family,  and 
in  the  families  of  my  professional  friends;  and  I  oiler  the 
results  only  of  what  I  have  seen.  That  there  exists  strong  and 
marked  differences  of  opinion,  confusion  and  discrepancy,  in 
the  opinion  of  medical  men,  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  acute 
febrile  diseases,  all  will  admit  ;  and  that  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  this  confusion  and  discrepancy  he  reconciled 
and  modified,  so  far  as  is  possible,  all  will  doubtless  admit ; 
and  what  so  likely  to  effect  this,  as  spreading  out  before  each 
oilier  the  results  of  our  personal  practice  and  observation,  and 
receiving  these   results,  not  with  a  biased  and  caviling  spirit, 
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but  with  a  spirit  of  candor  and  honesty  ;  a  spirit  of  ardent  de- 
votion to  our  profession,  and  to  the  interests  of  humanity. 

I  adopt  the  name  of  Typhous  fever,  as  the  one  most  com- 
mon— meaning  to  include,  under  this  name,  both  the  typhoid 
and  typhous  form  of  Louis,  Bartlett  and  others;  and  to  con- 
sider them  as  one  and  the  same  disease,  differing  only  accord- 
ing to  accidental  circumstances,  such  as  the  constitution,  tem- 
perament or  habits  of  the  patient,  severity  of  the  attack  or  ma- 
lignancy of  type.  Indeed  I  cannot  discover  any  thing,  from 
my  own  practice,  which  makes  the  distinction  of  the  above- 
named  authors,  otherwise  than  non-essential. 

Symptoms. — Before  enumerating  the  symptoms  of  this  dis- 
ease, I  would  premise, — There  is  no  one  symptom — no  two  or 
three  symptoms — which  of  themselves  characterize  the  disease ; 
and  many  cases  occur  where  many  symptoms,  usually  present, 
may  not  be  absent  during  its  entire  progress,  whether  to  a 
favorable  or  fatal  termination.  Neither  is  there  any  specific 
mode  of  attack,  by  which  the  character  of  the  disease  can 
be  determined  ;  for  there  is  probably  no  disease  of  an  acute 
character,  where  the  attack  is  more  slow  and  gradual,  than 
in  this  ;  and  yet,  there  are  usually  strong  and  distinctive 
characteristics  of  a  typhoid  type  of  fever.  In  by  far  the  largest 
proportion  of  cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  own  observa- 
tion, it  has  been  utterly  impossible  to  determine,  with  any 
accuracy,  upon  ivhat  day  the  fever  commences.  I  am  aware 
that  some  medical  writers  claim  that  the  attack  is  ordinarily 
sudden  and  violent ;  but  the  general  testimony  of  authors  is 
opposed  to  this  view  of  the  case. 

Dr.  Nathan  Smith  says, — "  the  disease  attacks  in  such  a 
gradual  manner,  that  we  hardly  know  on  what  day  to  fix  its 
commencement." 

Dr.  Jas.  Jackson  says — "  there  is  more  difficulty,  perhaps.in 
ascertaining  the  commencement  in  cases  of  typhus  fever,  than 
in  many  other  acute  diseases." 

Dr.  Good  says — "  the  first  symptoms  are  slight ;  there  is 
nothing  alarming  to  the  patient  or  his  friends  on  its  acces- 
sion." 

The  usual  testimony  of  the  patient,  and  that  of  the  friends 
upon  calling  a  physician  is,  that  for  several  days— and  some- 
times weeks — the  patient  has  been  drooping  about,  feeble  and 
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debilitated,  indisposed,  as  well  as  physically  unable,  to  attend 
to  his  ordinary  avocation  ;  that  he  finds  himself  from  day  to 
day  growing  more  feeble,  with  an  entire  loss  of  appetite,  mod- 
erate thirst,  and  general  sensation  of  soreness  or  fatigue,  espe- 
cially upon  the  slightest  exertion.  He  will  often  complain  of 
dull  pain  in  the  head,  in  the  back  and  limbs,  and  ordinarily 
will  have  had  slight  chills,  alternating  with  heat,  and  fre- 
quently with  an  undue  determination  of  blood  to  the  head, 
attended  with  cold  extremities. 

The  first  sensations  differing  from  those  of  health,  are  ex- 
pressed as  those  of  weakness  and  dcbiliti/,  and  these  gradually 
increasing  upon  him  from  day  to  day,  until  the  more  character- 
istic symptoms  and  strongly  marked  phenomena  of  the  disease 
are  developed. 

My  time  has  not  permitted  me  to  classify  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms as  I  could  wish.  I  will  briefly  enumerate  them  as  they 
ordinarily  and  successively  appear. 

Febrile  Symptoms. — There  are  usually,  though  by  no  means 
invariably,  dining  the  first  week,  moderate  chills,  generally  at 
the  close  of  the  day,  and  often  merely  upon  going  to  bed.  In 
many  of  the  grave  cases,  the  patient  is  not  conscious  of  ba\  ing 
had  chills  during  its  progress. 

The  heat  and  state  of  the  skin  is  ordinarily  very  variable  ; 
sometimes  excessively  hot  and  dry,  and  at  other  times  moder- 
ately warm  and  moist,  am!  not  unfrequently  with  profuse 
sweats.  And  here  I  would  remark,  that  the  peculiar  odor  ari- 
sing from  typhous  patients,  and  spoken  of  by  Nathan  Smith 
and  others,  is  confined  almost  wholly  to  the  sweating  cases  ; 
and  in  these  it  is  peculiar  and  strongly  marked,  pervading 
usually  the  whole  house,  and  observed  immediately  on  enter- 
ing the  door. 

The  peculiar  dry  and  burning  heat  so  often  spoken  of  by 
authors,  anil  termed  by  Cullen  "  Culur  Mordax,"  is  occa- 
sionally found  in  the  early  stages  of  the  grave  forms  of  the 
disease,  but  ordinarily  not  until  the  second  or  third  week  of  the 
fever.  It  is  always,  I  believe,  whether  appearing  early  or 
late  in  the  case,  an  indication  of  a  malignant  form  of  disease. 

The  pulse,  from  the  onset,  is  usually  small  and  frequent; 
and    during  what    is    sometimes   appropriately     called     the 
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"  walking  stage,"  is  daily  increasing  in  frequency,  and 
lessening  in  force.  In  the  mild  forms  of  the  disease, rarely 
varying  above  100  or  110,  and  in  the  grave  cases  frequently 
reaching  140,  and  sometimes  160.  Bartlett  and  others  say, 
that  irregularity  of  the  pulse  is  rarely  ever  found.  My  own 
experience  leads  me  to  differ  materially  with  them  upon  this 
point ;  for  with  two  or  three  exceptions,  I  have  ever  found  a 
peculiar  irregularity  of  the  pulse,  and  that  early.  This 
irregularity  is  hardly  describable,  and  yet  it  is  distinct,  and 
so  far  as  I  have  observed,  peculiar  to  this  form  of  disease. 
The  pulse  usually  steadily  increases  in  frequency  in  the  fatal 
cases,  until  death,  or  remains  stationary  until  a  decided  crisis, 
and  the  patient  convalesces.  And  I  would  here  remark,  that 
in  a  heavy  case  of  typhous' fever,  no  one  symptom  is  better  cal- 
culated to  give  increased  hope  for  the  patient,  than  a  decrease 
in  the  frequency  of  the  pulse. 

I  am  aware  that  the  pulse  alone  is  often  a  deceptive  guide 
in  the  treatment  of  this  disease ;  occasionally  deceiving  the 
very  best  judges  respecting  the  danger,  unless  special  attention 
is  paid  to  the  other  attending  symptoms.  In  repeated  instan- 
ces have  I  known  bleeding  proposed  by  counsel,  when  the 
attending  physician  knew  the  patient  to  be  in  arliculo  mortis — 
and  in  a  large  number  of  cases  that  have  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, the  patient  has  suddenly  expired  during  the  first  opera- 
tion of  an  active  cathartic,  administered  in  the  later  stages. 

In  most  of  the  worst  cases,  the  circulation  is  extremely  lan- 
guid ;  often  so  much  so,  that  the  extremities  have  a  livid  ap- 
pearance ;  and  even  in  some  of  the  cases  that  recover,  the 
pulse  cannot  be  discovered  for  hours.  One  piominent  and 
recent  case  of  this  character,  was  that  of  my  highly  respected 
friend  and  instructor,  Dr.  Pierson,  of  Windsor. 

Thoracic  Symptoms, — Among  the  early  symptoms,  there 
is  occasionally  manifested  a  degree  of  morbid  irritability  of 
the  respiratory  organs,  indicated  in  some  cases  by  a  troub- 
lesome irritative  cough,  unattended  by  expectoration  ;  in 
others  by  a  mucous  hissing,  or  crepitas,  with  difficult  respi- 
ration, and  a  slight  spasmodic  cough  ;  these  symptoms  usually 
disappearing  during  the  first  or  second  week,  though  they  are 
occasionally  observed  during  its  entire  progress. 
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There  is  usually  early  in  the  disease,  and  continuing  dining 
the  first  week,  a  dull  heavy  pain  in  the  head,  accompanied 
with  pain  in  the  hack  and  limbs,  more  particularly  the  legs. 
At  the  same  lime  the  mind  becomes  clouded,  depressed  and  con- 
fused— the  patient  feeling  indisposed  to  mental  effort ;  and  as 
the  general  torpor  increases,  becoming  occasionally  peevish 
and  fretful  when  disturbed.  This  state  of  the  mind  is  usually 
lost  either  in  delirium  or  stupor,  during  the  first  or  second 
week. 

Delirium  is  almost  universally  present.  Indeed  I  do  not 
now  recollect  more  than  two  or  three  cases  in  the  whole 
number  of  patients  under  my  care,  who  have  not,  during 
the  course  of  the  disease,  manifested  more  or  less  of  this 
symptom;  and  those  cases  were  attended  from  the  com- 
mencement with  strong  local  determination  to  the  stomach  or 
bowels,  producing  constant  vomiting  or  purging.  The  pro- 
gress of  (he  delirium  is  somewhat  varied,  though  ordinarily  it 
continues  mote  or  less  constant,  until  the  patient  convalesces, 
or  until  it  is  lost  in  coma  or  death.  In  mild  cases  it  is  only  ob- 
served for  a  short  period  after  waking.  Its  subsidence  or  dim- 
inution, constitute  the  happiest  signs  of  convalescence. 

As  the  disease  progresses,  the  sensorial  functions  become 
more  confused  and  deranged,  with  more  or  less  constant  low 
muttering  delirium,  frequently  difficult  hearing — subsultus  ten- 
dinum,  and  in  some  cases  a  troublesome  and  dangerous  coma 
occurs  in  the  later  stages. 

The  tongue,  in  the  mild  cases,  is  but  slightly  altered  in  its 
appearance,  being  coated  with  a  light  brown  or  yellowish  fur, 
which,  at  the  end  of  the  first  or  second  week,  becomes  more 
moist,  and  cleaves  at  the  edges,  indicating  returning  health. 
In  the  more  grave  cases,  the  tongue  is  more  heavily  coated 
with  a  dark  brown  fur,  with  a  dry  stripe  along  its  middle,  and 
red  at  the  tip  and  along  its  edges — usually  at  the  end  of  the 
second  week  cleaving  oil'  suddenly,  and  leaving  the  tongue 
red,  smooth  and  shining,  or  crossed  by  cracks  and  fissuies; 
and  with  this  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  tongue,  I  have 
never  known  a  patient  exhibit  symptoms  of  convalescence 
short  of  one  week  from  the  time  of  such  change,  and  frequently 
not  before  two  or  three.  There  is  frequently  connected  with 
this  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  tongue,  a  white  apthous 
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coating  of  the  tongue  and  fauces  and  surface  of  the  mouth  gen- 
erally— which  continues  for  many  days.  At  the  same  time, 
the  teeth  are  frequently  covered  with  a  dark,  thick  and  tena- 
cious sordes. 

Extreme  thirst  I  have  rarely  met  in  cases  of  typhous  fever, 
though  there  is  oidinarily  during  the  entire  progress  of  the 
disease,  more  desire  for  drink  than  in  a  state  of  health. 

Nausea  and  Vomiting  I  have  rarely  met  in  the  commence- 
ment— though  I  can  say,  with  Nathan  Smith — they  occa- 
sionally occur. 

Spontaneous  Diarrhea  I  have  as  rarely  found  as  nausea  and 
vomiting;  and  although  I  have  occasionally  found  an  obstinate 
diarrhea  to  contend  with  at  the  commencement,  yet  it  has 
almost  invariably  been  produced  by  the  administration  of 
drastic  cathartics  by  the  patient  or  by  his  friends.  And  when- 
ever I  have  met  with  this  symptom,  it  has  been,  almost  without 
exception,  in  those  cases  where  active  purgatives  had  been 
taken  at  the  commencement,  and  previous  to  calling  med- 
ical aid.  There  is  no  one  symptom  more  troublesome  to  the 
physician,  or  of  more  danger  to  the  patient,  than  a  laxed  con- 
dition of  the  bowels.  Indeed  I  have  never  known,  in  my  own 
practice,  or  in  that  of  my  professional  brethren  around  me, 
a  fatal  case  of  typhous  fever,  when  entire  control  was  had  of 
the  bowels. 

A  tympanitic  state  of  the  Abdomen  usually  is  found  in  those 
cases  attended  with  diarrhea,  and  is  frequently  present  in  those 
cases  unattended  with  the  same. 

Abdominal  pains  are   sometimes,  though  rarely,  present. 

Hemorrhage  from  the  Bowels  occasionally  takes  place  in 
cases  of  extreme  malignancy,  though  I  have  never  found  it, 
except  in  those  cases  where  drastic  purges  had  been  early 
administered. 

Eruptions  on  the  skin  are  not  of  unfrequent  occurrence. 
And  yet  they  have  been  so  varied  in  time  and  appearance — 
in  color  and  size — in  patients  under  my  care,  that  I  have 
not  been  led  to  consider  them  as  demanding  a  very  careful 
or  rigorous  examination.  I  have  usually  considered  them  as 
favorable  indications  ;  excepting,  of  course,  the  petechia]  erup- 
tion of  the  later  stages  of  the  malignant  cases. 
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During  the  later  stages,  boils  frequently  appear,  which,  if 
they  proceed  to  suppuration,  are  favorable  indications.  Erup- 
tions of  serous  vesicles  about  the  mouth,  usually  indicate  a  fa- 
vorable termination. 

The  sense  of  hearing,  and  that  of  vision,  are  frequently  im- 
paired during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

There  occasionally  occurs  an  edematous  enlargement  of  one 
leg  and  thigh,  which  continues  for  many  weeks  after  conva- 
lescence. I  have  never  seen  it,  except  in  cases  that  eventually 
entirely  recovered. 

After  the  subsidence  of  the  febrile  symptoms,  the  patient 
usually  recovers  his  appetite,  and  regains  his  flesh  rapidly; 
and  frequently  acquires  a  great  size,  before  he  regains  his 
usual  strength. 

Much  has  been  said  by  authors  in  regard  to  critical  days — 
and  although  there  seems  to  be  in  those  cases  where  the  com- 
mencement of  the  disease  can  be  fixed — a  disposition  to  change 
at  certain  periods — yet  I  cannot  conceive  the  matter  one  of 
much  practical  importance — for  in  by  far  the  greater  number 
of  cases,  it  is  impossible  to  fix  upon  any  day  as  the  commence- 
ment— and  frequently  the  patient  will  for  a  long  time  remain 
comparatively  without  change. 

Anatomical  Lesions. — In  regard  to  the  anatomical  lesions — 
the  condition  of  the  vital  organs  after  death  in  fatal  cases  of 
typhous  fever — I  have  only  to  say,  I  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge upon  the  subject,  having  never  seen,  in  my  own  prac- 
tice, but  a  few  fatal  cases,  and  never  a  post  mortem  exam- 
ination of  any  of  those  few.  I  am  fully  of  opinion  that  it 
was  correctly  taught  by  my  respected  instructor,  Dr.  Ives, 
that  "  morbid  anatomy  gives  but  very  little  light  upon  the 
pathology  of  the  disease."  Other  eminent  medical  writers  de- 
clare— "  that  in  very  many  cases  they  are  unable  to  detect 
any  thing  decidedly  morbid." 

Causes. — In  looking  over  the  opinions  of  medical  writers, 
from  the  earliest  age  of  medical  treatises,  we  find  among  the 
most  prominent  causes  of  febrile  disease,  mentioned, — "  debil- 
ity, and  exhaustion  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system." 

Dr.  Cullen  says,  "  The  cold  stage  of  fevers  is  always  prece- 
ded by  strong  marks  of  a  general  debility  prevailing  in  the 
system — all  the  symptoms  showing  that  the  energy  of  the  brain 
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is  greatly  weakened,  and  that  the  excitability  and  increased 
action  of  the  heart  and  arteries,  following  the  cold  stage,  as  he 
termed  it,  was  merely  the  '  vis  medicatrix  naturae',  so  famous 
in  the  old  schools  of  medicine."  He  also  says,  "It  remains 
certain  that  debility  lays  the  foundation  of  fever." 

Armstrong,  in  his  description  of  typhus,  admits  that  the 
earliest  symptoms  are  "prostration  of  strength,  diminution  of 
mental  energy,  and  of  sensibility — a  quick,  low  and  struggling 
pulse.  The  same  author  remarks,  in  speaking  of  organic 
lesions  found  upon  dissection  of  patients  dying  of  typhous 
fever, — "  In  many  cases  we  are  unable  to  detect  any  thing  de- 
cidedly morbid — and  are  forced  to  conclude  that  death  occurs 
from  mere  exhaustion  of  the  vital  principle." 

Now  although  Armstrong  admits  that  the  eailiest  symptoms 
are  those  of  debility  and  exhaustion,  yet  he  contends  after- 
wards that  in  the  first  stage  the  debility  is  "  merely  apparent," 
and  then  in  the  second  stage,  "only  apparent;" — but  in  the 
third  and  last  stage,  beyond  all  dispute,  "the  debility  is  real." 
This,  in  my  view,  is  an  obvious  error ;  and  one  fatal  alike  to 
the  patient  and  to  the  success  of  the  practitioner. 

Dr.  Good,  in  his  admirable  treatise  on  Typhous  fever,  men- 
tions, as  among  the  most  prominent  symptoms,  "small,  weak 
and  unequal  pulse — great  sensorial  debility  ;" — and  that  under 
any  "  depressed  state  of  living  power,  whatever  be  its  cause, 
whether  a  want  of  cheerful  warmth,  cheerful  passions,  cheer- 
ful food,  or  cheerful  and  regular  habits,  typhus  is  often  more 
likely  to  take  place,  than  any  other  species  of  fever;" — and, 
that  under  a  predisposition  to  fever,  "any  thing  which  lessens 
the  vital  energy,"  confirms  the  previous  tendency  to  this  type 
of  disease.  In  fact,  the  only  inference  which  any  reasonable 
man  can  draw  from  Good's  description,  will  be,  that  typhous 
fever  is  a  disease  of  debility,  and  of  exhaustion  of  the  vital 
energies  of  the  system. 

Dr.  Nathan  Smith  mentions,  among  the  earliest  symptoms, 
"  a  sense  of  lassitude  and  fatigue,  disinclination  to  mental 
exertion,  forgetfulness,  inability  to  measure  time,  total  inca- 
pacity to  pursue  any  train  of  thought,  or  to  attend  to  any 
business." 

Watson,  after  enumerating  a  great  variety  of  causes  of  febrile 
diseases,  says, — "You  will  remark  that  these  are  all  debilita- 
ting circumstances." 
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Dr.T  Eberle  says, — "  Atmospheric  heat  (ends  to  predispose 
to  fever,  by  the  profuse  and  continued  perspiration  it  causes,  as 
well  as  the  redundant  secretion  of  bile  it  is  apt  to  excite.  By 
these  over-excited  aclionsof  two  important  organs,  the  general 
system  is  exhausted,  thus  rendering  it  more  susceptible  to 
injurious  impressions,  and  the  exciting  causes  of  disease." 

Dr.  Robert  Hooper,  in  treating  of  typhous  fever,  says, — 
"Those  who  have  been  weakened  by  any  debilitating  cause, 
such  as  poor  diet,  long  fasting,  hard  labor,  continued  want  of 
sleep,  &.c.  &c.  are  most  liable  to  the  disease." 

Dr.  Rush  states, — "  That  general  or  local  debiliiy,  accom- 
panied by  an  increased  excitability,  constitutes  the  state  of 
predisposition  to  fever." 

To  .oppose  this  doctrine,  it  is  confidently  asked,  how  can 
this  be  so,  when  the  vigorous  and  healthy  are  so  often  pros- 
trated by  the  ruthless  sway  of  febrile  epidemics  ?  and  while  the 
feeble  and  valetudinarian  are  passed  by  untouched  by  the 
hand  of  disease  ? 

I  answer — who  so  likely  to  the  exhausting,  and  consequent 
exciting  influences  of  excessive  labor  and  ovrr-excrtion,  as  the 
vigorous,  the  robust,  and  healthy;  for  while  the  feeble  and 
valetudinarian,  passing  quietly  on  in  the  even  tenor  of  their 
way,  with  almost  entire  uniformity  of  physical  and  mental 
effort,  are  rarely  ever  the  subjects  of  acute  disease,  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic  and  the  robust  laborer,  arc  prostrated  by  attacks 
of  febrile  epidemics. 

Finally — there  can  hardly  be  found  a  medical  treatise  of 
typhous  fever,  in  which  is  not  mentioned,  as  prominent 
causes  of  the  disease,  most  of  the  exciting  causes  of  general 
debility  and  exhaustion,  both  physical  and  mental, — such  as 
exposure  to  cold  or  heat;  over-exertion  of  body  or  mind;  ex- 
cesses of  almost  every  description  ;  in  fact,  any  and  every  cause 
which  tends  to  lessen  the  vital  energies  of  the  system,  and 
dispose  it  to  take  on  diseased  action. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  opinions,  emphatically  expressed 
by  medical  writers,  they  all, — with  perhaps  an  occasional 
exception — recommend  a  strong  antiphlogistic  course  of  treat- 
ment ;  thus,  according  to  their  own  theories,  u  rendering  the 
system  more  susceptible   to  disease,"  by  reducing  the  vital 
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powers,  and  rendering  the  system  less  able  to  contend  suc- 
cessfully with  ihe  diseased  action. 

Diagnosis. — The  importance  of  a  correct  diagnosis,  all  will 
admit.  This  disease  may  appear  in  different  degrees  of  sever- 
ity at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  place  ;  but  more  ordina- 
rily, during  one  season,  and  in  one  locality,  its  prevailing 
character  will  be  mild  ;  or  in  another  season  or  another  local- 
ity, its  character  extremely  grave  and  malignant.  As  I  have 
before  remarked,  there  is  no  one  symptom — no  two  or  three 
symptoms,  which  in  themselves  characterize  the  disease;  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  the  obscurity  which  sometimes  attends 
its  commencement,  there  are  but  few  diseases,  the  diagnosis  of 
which  is  more  certain,  under  the  watchful  eye  of  a  discrim- 
inating practitioner. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  as  well  as  the  diagnosis,  is  often 
a  difficult  problem  to  solve — and  can  rarely  be  absolute  or 
positive  ;  but  notwithstanding,  we  may,  in  a  great  majority 
of  cases,  by  a  careful  investigation  of  every  circumstance 
which  can  affect  the  result,  arrive  at  a  tolerable  degree  of 
certainty  in  our  prognosis.  The  severity  of  the  attack  ;  the 
strong  local  determination ;  the  appearance  of  the  counte- 
nance ;  the  amount  of  general  or  local  exhaustion  ;  the  state 
of  the  tongue  ;  the  frequency  and  strength  of  the  pulse;  will 
prove  almost  unerringly,  the  probable  result. 

Contagion. — It  would  perhaps  be  considered  presumption 
in  me  to  advance  an  opinion  upon  the  contagious  or  non- 
contagious character  of  this  disease,  when  so  great  a  propor- 
tion of  the  eminent  medical  authorities,  in  their  elaborate 
treatises  upon  this  subject,  have  pronounced  it  as  decidedly 
contagious.  I  will  only  briefly  remark,  that  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  practice,  I  have  never  witnessed  a  single  circum- 
stance, however  slight,  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  typhous 
fever  is  a  contagious  disease. 

Eberle  says,  "  one  of  the  most  remarkable  peculiarities  of 
contagious  diseases  is  their  inherent  and  undeviating  tendency 
to  preserve  their  essential  individuality,  under  whatever  cir- 
cumstances of  age,  sex,  constitution,  mode  of  living,  climate, 
and  place  they  may  occur.  Thus  the  small  pox  of  the  present 
day,  differs  in  no  essential  circumstance,  from  the  same  disease 
as  observed  and  described  eight  centuries  ago,  and  the  itch  has 
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changed  in  nothing  since  the  time  of  Galen.  The  rise,  ad- 
vancement and  decline,  in  short  the  whole  series  of  essential 
phenomena  of  acute  contagious  diseases,  are  governed  by  laws 
as  steadfast  as  those  which  regulate  the  motion  of  the  planets. 

Now  I  consider  the  disease  as  not  contagious,  for  the  obvious 
reason  lhat  I  have  never  seen  two  cases  occurring  in  the  same 
family,  at  or  near  the  same  time,  of  precisely  the  same  charac- 
ter, and  exhibiting  the  same  phenomena  ;  and  because  it  has 
never,  in  our  vicinity,  commenced  at  a  certain  spot  and  spread 
as  from  a  common  centre,  but  almost  invariably  appears  at 
different  points,  and  among  the  general  mass  of  the  people, 
and  in  individuals  who  have  had  no  intercourse  with  the  sick. 
It  is  true,  it  is  occasionally  confined  to  some  particular  district, 
or  isolated  portion  of  a  town,  but  even  here  it  appears  in  fami- 
lies having  no  intercourse  with  each  other,  in  health  or  in  sick- 
ness; and  it  is  not  often  that  more  (ban  one  or  two  cases  occur 
in  the  same  family  at  or  near  the  same  time. 

Finally,  I  am  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  causes  which  are 
ordinarily  considered  as  necessary  to  render  lyplious  fever  con- 
tagious, are  amply  sufficient  to  produce  this  form  of  disease, 
without  any  communication  with  a  case  of  similar  character. 

Treatment. — In  speaking  of  the  treatment,  I  would  do  so 
with  all  due  deference  to  (he  opinion  of  my  respected  medi- 
cal brethren,  who  may  differ  with  me  in  their  views  of  its 
pathology  and  treatment,  for  (here  is  probably  no  disease  of 
ecpial  frequency  and  importance  in  our  country,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  which  there  is  less  uniformity  than   in    this. 

I  only  give  you  my  own  conclusions,  resulting  from  a  care- 
ful investigation  and  treatment  of  cases  in  my  own  practice,  and 
observation  of  cases  occurring  in  my  immediate  vicinity. 

It  is  impossible,  within  reasonable  limits,  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  different  methods  of  treatment,  which  from  time 
to  time  have  been  adopted,  or  those  which  are  still  pursued. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  they  are,  many  of  them,  as  different  as  light 
from  darkness,  and  I  confess  it  not  a  matter  of  surprise,  that 
mankind  should  lose  their  confidence  in  medical  men,  when  it 
is  so  well  known  that  there  is  such  entire  discrepancy  of  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  so  formidable  a  disease  as 
typhous  fever. 

In  the  treatise  of  Robert  Hooper,  we  find  the  general  char- 
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acter  of  the  treatment  of  most  medical  authors  who  have 
written  upon  this  subject.  He  mentions  as  among  the  most 
"likely  means"  of  "effecting  a  cure,"  "  antimonials  until  full 
vomiiing  is  excited,"  "active  cathartics  to  clear  out  the 
bowels,  and  to  keep  up  this  function  through  the  entire  course 
of  the  disease."  "The  preparations  of  mercury,  assisted  by 
saline  compounds,"  he  considers  as  all  important,  and  not 
satisfied  with  them,  he  recommends  the  "  abstraction  of  blood," 
with  a  "general  antiphlogistic  regimen." 

Now  if  consistency  be  indeed  a  jewel,  such  jewels  are  "like 
angels  visits,  few  and  far  between,"  in  most  of  the  popular 
treatises  on  typhoid  diseases ;  for  what  greater  inconsistency 
can  be  found  on  record  than  that  between  the  pathology, 
causes  and  treatment  of  this  disease,  among  medical  writers. 
All  admit  as  among  the  most  prominent  symptoms,  debility 
and  exhaustion  of  the  vital  energies,  and  yet  all,  with  here 
and  there  an  exception,  emphatically  recommend  a  free  anti- 
phlogistic course  of  treatment. 

Blood-letting,  although  strongly  recommended  by  many,  I 
cannot  but  consider  as  in  every  respect,  contra-indicated,  and 
it  is,  in  my  view,  wholly  inadmissible. 

The  use  of  emetics  and  cathartics,  though  there  may  be  cases 
where  they  are  found  useful,  as  temporary  auxiliaries,  I  con- 
sider as  rarely  ever  necessary  ;  oftener  producing  bad  effects 
than  good,  by  destroying  the  tone  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
and  thus  predisposing  to  troublesome  diarrhea  in  the  later 
stages.  Indeed  I  have  rarely  ever  found  diarrhea  attending 
typhous  fever,  except  in  those  cases  where  cathartics  had  been 
tampered  with  at  the  onset. 

I  believe  almost  every  case  may  be  considered  as  safe  while 
there  is  no  evacuation  from  the  bowels,  for  I  have  never  known 
a  fatal  termination  when  entire  control  was  had  over  the 
bowels  during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

What  possible  good,  I  ask,  can  arise  from  evacuations  from 
the  bowels,  while  those  organs  are  apparently  free  from  the 
diseased  action,  and  when  it  is  so  obviously  important  to 
retain  control  over  that  function  ? 

If  the  pathology  and  symptoms  of  this  disease,  as  here  laid 
down,  are  correct,  the  only  common  sense  and  rational  mode 
of  treatment,  seems  fully  apparent; — to  sustain,  and  if  possi- 
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ble,  increase  the  enfeebled  power3  of  the  system, — to  equalize 
the  circulation, — to  allay  the  morbid  irritability  and  irritation 
when  it  exists,  and  by  a  prompt,  regular  and  uniform  sup- 
port, to  enable  the  system  to  re-act,and  to  throw  off  the  diseased 
action.  To  the  emphatic  direction  of  Dr.  Good,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve I  have  been  more  indebted  for  my  success  in  the  treat- 
ment of  this  disease,  than  to  all  or  any  of  the  elaborate  trea- 
tises ever  written  on  this  subject,  viz.  "  It  should  never  be  for- 
gotten that  the  disease  in  every  stage  and  variety,  is  one  of 
sensorial  debility,  leading  on  to  putrescency  ;  and  that  our 
only  hope  of  cure  depends  on  economizing  the  nervous  power 
that  remains, — supporting  it  as  far  as  we  are  able  without 
further  loss,  and  opposing  the  natural  tendency  of  the  disease, 
by  such  tonics  as  the  system  will  best  bear."  "On  this  ac- 
count," he  says,  "  whatever  tends  to  weaken  the  animal 
frame  generally,  or  any  one  of  its  functions  particularly,  must, 
as  a  common  rule,  be  carefully  abstained  from;  and  hence, 
severe  evacuation  by  bleeding  or  purging,  are  among  the  fore- 
most objects  of  prohibition."  I  am  aware  that  the  use  of  tonics, 
except  in  the  later  stages,  is  objected  to,  and  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing these  objections,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  their 
early  and  prompt  administration  increases,  tenfold,  the  chances 
of  recovery. 

A  few  words  in  regard  to  the  possibility  of  interrupting  or 
cutting  short  its  progress.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  in 
many  cases  to  which  I  have  been  called,  and  which  would 
have  proved  decided  and  strongly  marked  cases  of  typhus,  if 
left  for  the  feeble  powers  of  the  system  to  contend  with  alone, 
prompt  and  decided  medication  has  proved  successful  in  in- 
terrupting its  progress,  and  effecting  a  resolution  and  a  restor- 
ation to  health,  within  the  first  two  or  three  days.  I  admit, 
that  at  the  time  a  physician  is  ordinarily  called,  it  is  impossible 
to  accomplish  this  ;  but  during  the  early  stage  of  the  attack, 
while  the  patient  is  cold,  feeble  and  languid,  a  prompt  and 
efficient  medication,  such  as  the  symptoms  demand,  will  often 
cut  short  the  disease,  and  result  in  a  rapid  restoration  to  health. 

In  many  cases,  the  attack  is  mild — the  symptoms  not  urgent, 
and  almost  any  article  of  medicine  which  produces  a  strong  im- 
pression upon  the  system,  may  break  up  the  disease  in  its  in- 
cipient state  ;  and  this  fact,  I  have  no  doubt,  leads  often  to  the 
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rash  and  desultory  course  of  the  careless  practitioner.  But 
ought  we  to  be  satisfied  with  merely  making  a  strong  impres- 
sion at  hazard,  without  regard  to  the  peculiarities  of  constitu- 
tion— the  severity  or  mildness  of  the  attack,  or  the  character 
of  the  prevailing  epidemic?  Ought  we  not  rather  to  adopt 
some  general  principle  of  treatment,  which  would  meet  alike 
the  mild  and  the  grave  cases, for  although  the  indications  in  one 
case,  are  far  more  imperative  than  the  other,  yet  our  principles 
of  treatment  ought,  and  to  ensure  success,  must  be,  one  and  the 
same. 

In  the  low  and  exhausted  cases,  there-is  one  indication  only, 
and  that  imperative  ;  to  excite  and  support  the  powers  of  life, 
waiving  every  other  consideration. 

I  have  every  reason  to  suppose,  that  in  many  cases  of  this 
character,  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  a  fatal  mistake 
has  been  made  by  a  careless  and  hasty  investigation,  and  that 
in  many  of  them  a  single  venesection, — an  antimonial  emetic 
or  an  active  cathartic,  has  ensuied  to  the  case  a  rapid  and  fatal 
termination. 

The  importance  of  early  medication,  will  be  apparent  to 
all,  and  it  is  to  be  much  regretted,  that  many  cases  do  occur 
where  medical  aid  is  not  called  sufficiently  early  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  disease  ;  and  it  is  still  more  deeply  to  be 
lamented  that  in  a  large  number  of  cases,  we  find  that  the 
patient  has  been  for  days,  so  injudiciously  tampering  with 
medicine,  as  to  disconcert  every  rational  plan  of  management. 

To  accomplish  the  main  indications  mentioned,  there  is  no 
one  article  of  the  materia  medica,  more  safe — more  efficient,  or 
more  indispensable  than  opium.  In  the  early  stages  of  the 
disease,  to  allay  the  morbid  irritability  and  irritation,  and  as  the 
"  king  of  stimulus,"  it  has  its  important  place  ;  but  in  the  later 
stages  of  grave  cases,  its  peculiar  and  happy  effects  are  more 
apparent.  The  febrile  irritation — the  restlessness — the  anxi- 
ety, wakefulness,  subsultus  and  tremors,  epigastric  sinking 
and  diarrhea,  are  by  its  use  controlled.  The  coma,  occasion- 
ally occurring  in  severe  cases,  is  more  easily  overcome  by 
opium,  at  short  and  regular  intervals,  than  by  any  other  rem- 
edy. No  good  can  be  obtained  by  an  unsteady  and  irregular 
use  of  this  article,  for  it  is  only  by  a  uniform  and  regular  ad- 
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ministration,  in  efficient  closes,  repeated  at  short  and  regular 
intervals,  that  its  good  effects  are  seen. 

During  the  early  stages,  the  regular  and  uniform  use  of 
simple  aromatic  bitter  tonics,  acrid  stimuli,  and  diaphoretic 
drinks,  such  as  serpentaria,  chamomile,  columbo,  galangal, 
capsicum  and  lyttse,  and  such  others  as  belong  to  a  moderate 
tonic  and  diaphoretic  regimen,  are  of  the  utmost  importance. 
The  capsicum,  in  infusion,  of  all  those  named,  seems  to 
produce  more  favorable  results  than  all  the  others,  ajonc 
or  combined.  The  thirst  of  the  early  stages,  is  by  its  use 
relieved  ;  the  dry  and  darkly  coated  tongue  becomes  moist 
under  its  influence ;  the  torpid  and  inactive  condition  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  whole  alimentary  canal, — the  cold 
and  livid  extremities, — the  epigastric  sinking,  are  all  disposed 
to  yield  to  its  free  and  uniform  use. 

The  tonic  power,  however,  of  any  01  all  of  these,  is  but  feeble, 
and  although  they  may,  and  often  do,  accomplish  all  that  is 
desired,  in  mild  cases,  yet  in  grave  cases,  there  is  no  one  arti- 
cle of  the  materia  mcdica  of  equal  importance  as  a  tonic,  as 
Bark.  hi  the,  form  of  decoction,  conjoined  with  galangal,  it 
hits  been  my  chief  dependence  during  the  entire  course  of  the 
disease.  I  am  aware  that  some  substitute  the  sulphate  of 
quinine,  for  the  bark  itself,  but  alter  a  long  trial  of  it,  I  find 
m\se|f  wholly  unable  to  depend  upon  it  as  a  tonic,  in  febrile 
diseases. 

Diffusible  stimuli,  such  as  carbonate  of  ammonia,  and  cam- 
phor, I  have  found  highly  serviceable,  as  equalizing  the  ex- 
citement— determining  to  the  surface — calming  the  low  deliri- 
um, and  acting  as  a  steady,  permanent  cordial. 

Alcoholic  stimulus,  in  such  quantities  as  the  symptoms  de- 
mand, indicated  by  the  degree  of  exhaustion,  epigastric  sink- 
ing, stale  of  the  pulse,  and  general  appearances  of  (lagging  of 
the  vital  powers,  is  appropriate  and  indispensable,  in  a  great 
majority  of  cases  ;  indeed,  in  many  of  the  grave  cases,  the  free 
use  of  alcoholic  stimulus,  is  the  only  means  of  sustaining  the 
patient,  and  carrying  him  safely  through  the  disease. 

The  mineral  acids  are  not  only  extremely  grateful  to  the 
patient,  but  important  as  mild,  supporting  remedies. 

Blisters,  especially  in  grave  cases,  are  useful  auxiliaries,  as 
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counter  irritants,  and  as  proving  valuable  stimuli  to  the  ner- 
vous system. 

Cataplasms,  applied  to  the  feet  and  limbs,  in  every  case 
where  there  is  unequal  excitement,  and  strong  local  determin- 
ation, are  important. 

In  those  cases  attended  with  diarrhea,  or  with  hemorrhage, 
the  free  use  of  astringents,  combined  with  the  tonics,  such  a3 
nut-gall,  or  white  oak  bark  in  infusion,  the  infusion  of  coram 
circinata,  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  acetate  of  lead,  are  useful  and 
important. 

For  the  tympanitic  state  of  the  bowels,  so  often  attending,  I 
have  used  the  nitrate  of  silver,  with  the  happiest  effects. 

Constant  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  ventilation  of 
the  room  occupied  by  the  patient.  Nothing  is  more  grateful, 
and  nothing  adds  more  to  his  prospect  of  recovery,  than 
a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air  through  his  room,  and  whether 
it  be  summer  or  wintet,  cold  or  hot,  clay  or  night,"  the  room 
should  be  abundantly  supplied  with  pure,  fresh  air. 

Equally  important,  almost,  with  the  medication,  is  the 
system  of  diet  of  the  patient.  The  steady  and  regular  use  of 
such  nutritious  and  supporting  diet  as  the  stomach  will  bear,  is 
essentially  necessary  and  indeed  indispensable.  During  the 
early  stages  of  the  disease,  gelatinous  and  mucilaginous  pre- 
parations are  to  be  preferred.  During  the  later  stages,  and 
particularly  in  the  grave  forms  of  disease,  animal  broths  are 
by  far  the  best,  as  affording  the  best  means  of  supporting  the 
patient.  In  some  severe  and  lengthy  cases,  I  have  directed 
the  free  use  of  chicken,  mutton  and  beef  broths,  through  the 
entire  course  of  the  disease,  and  with  the  happiest  effects. 

Typhoid  Penumonia. — In  relation  to  that  form  of  this  disease 
called  typhoid  pneumonia,  which  prevails  with  us  more  or  less 
extensively  every  year,  and  which  is  so  often  treated  as  a 
highly  inflammatory  disease,  I  would  only  briefly  remark,  I 
have  never  bled  a  case,  and  have  never  lost  a  case.  My  treat- 
ment has  uniformly  been  a  prompt  and  persevering  course  of 
opiates,  acrid  stimuli,  mild  tonics,  expectorants  and  diapho- 
retics. Upon  opium,  sanguinaria,  actea,  arum,  capsicum, 
lyttae,  galangal  and  blisters,  I  have  mainly  relied. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark,  notwithstanding  all  that  has 
been  said,  in  regard  to  the  general  principles  of  the  treatment 
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of  typhous  fever,  I  do  not  pretend  that  cases  never  occur  in 
which  evacuations  are  not  necessary  or  indispensable,  but  that 
they  are  ever  necessary  to  reduce  the  system,  or  that  they 
ever,  by  their  counteracting  agency,  overbalance  their  redu- 
cing effects,  I  do  not  believe. 

I  have  thus  briefly  given  you  my  views  of  the  pathology  and 
treatment  of  typhous  fever,  honestly  I  know,  and  modestly  I 
hope, — views  adopted  from  fourteen  years  experience,  in  a 
section  of  country  where  this  disease  has  occurred  in  every 
year  of  my  practice,  and  with  painful  frequency', — views  adopt- 
ed and  confirmed  by  the  success  which  with  the  aid  of  an 
over-ruling,  all-wise  Providence,  has  ever  attended  my  efforts 
and  application  of  these  principles  to  the  treatment  of  the  dis- 
ease under  consideration  ;  and  disclaiming  any  intention  of 
boasting,  I  wish  to  say  of  the  result  of  the  application  of  these 
principles,  that  during  the  whole  course  of  my  practice,  I  have 
lost  but  two  cases  of  typhus-fever,  both  of  which  were  brought 
home  from  out  of  town,  several  days  succeeding  the  attack, 
and  one  of  them  after  having  been  gtcatly  reduced  by  the 
repeated  use  of  Brandreth's  pills,  and  Epsom  salts. 

From  the  ample  notes  of  my  respected  friend,  Dr.  Elijah  F. 
Reed,  of  East  Windsor,  which  he  has  kindly  permitted  me  to 
examine,  (and  whose  general  treatment  coincides,  I  believe, 
full)-  with  my  own,)  I  find  the  number  of  cases  of  typhus 
fever,  under  his  care  from  March,  1S16,  to  February,  1837, 
(twenty-one  years,)  upwards  of  500.  Of  this  number,  sixteen 
only  proved  fatal,  two  of  these  from  a  relapse,  occasioned  by 
imprudence;  three  had  taken  drastic  cathartics,  for  a  week 
previous  to  calling  medical  aid, and  two  were  limn  seventy-five 
to  eighty-years  of  age.  Of  these  sixteen  cases,  but  two  had 
hemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  and  one  of  them  heavily  purged 
during  the  first  week  of  his  sickness,  and  the  other  suffering 
from  a  heavy  mercurial  ptyalism. 

In  conversation  recently  with  my  respected  friend  and  in- 
structor, Dr.  Pieison,  of  Windsor,  I  was  authorized  by  him  to 
say,  in  regard  to  the  results  of  his  management  of  typhus  fever, 
for  the  last  thirty-five  years,  that  the  probable  number  of  cases 
of  this  disease  under  his  care  as  physician  and  counsellor,  had 
been  from  1600  to  2000,  and  that  of  these,  including  the 
mild  and  grave  cases,  not  more  than  one  per  cent,  had  proved 
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fatal ;  and  that  these,  with  hardly  an  exception,  were  those  in 
which  cathartics  and  other  reducing  agents  had  been  tampered 
with,  either  at  the  commencement  or  during  the  progress  of 
the  disease. 

A  vast  number  of  these  cases  have  occurred  under  my  own 
observation,  as  a  student  of  Dr.  Pierson,  and  from  my  youih, 
as  a  neighbor ;  and  I  know  very  many  of  them  to  have  been 
of  the  most  malignant  type. 

I  ought  perhaps  to  add,  that  Dr.  Pierson's  general  course  of 
practice  coincides  fully  witli  the  views  which  are  here  ex- 
pressed. 

Now  that  this  testimony,  resulting  from  a  practice  covering 
probably,  a  greater  extent  of  territory  than  that  of  any  physi- 
cian in  the  state,  and  including  a  greater  number  of  cases,  than 
have  fallen  under  the  care  of  any  physician  now  living  in 
Hartford  county,  is  of  great  value,  none  will  deny. 

Now  although  I  may  be  accused  of  Brunonianism,  indis- 
criminate stimulation  and  mal-practice,  I  only  ask  that  my 
views  may  not  be  distorted, — my  practice  or  my  success  mis- 
represented,— or  my  honesty  and  candor  doubted.  Judge  of 
me,  and  of  these  principles  of  practice,  by  the  results  of  their 
application,  and  I  am  satisfied. 

Finally,  the  great  art  in  the  treatment  of  this,  as  well  as  of 
all  other  diseases,  seems  evidently  and  clearly  to  be,  to  carry 
out  the  all-important  direction  so  often  and  so  emphatically 
laid  down  by  one  of  the  justly  esteemed  fathers  of  the  New 
Haven  Medical  School — to  "prescribe  for  the  symptoms." 

This  is  indeed  the 'golden  rule  of  medical  practice,  and  the 
great  secret  of  all  successful  medication. 

Every  case  should  be  its  own  interpreter;  and  the  man  who 
enters  upon  the  responsible  duties  of  the  medical  profession, 
with  prejudiced  views  in  relation  to  the  pathology  or  treat- 
ment of  any  particular  form  of  disease,  and  who  shall  depend 
upon  prescribing  for  the  name  of  a  disease,  has  a  great  share 
of  his  profession  yet  to  learn,  and  cannot  be  a  safe  or  success- 
ful physician. 
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The  reading  of  the  Dissertation,  was,  on  motion,  postponed 
until  one  o'clock. 


Absent. 


Dr.  Burgess  offered  the  following  resolution  from  the  Fellows 
of  New  London  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  selling  secret  or  patent  medi- 
cines, be  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county,  who 
shall,  as  early  as  convenient,  make  a  report  to  this  Conven- 
tion, of  the  best  method,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  had  in  the 
premises. 

The  resolution  was  passed,  and  the  committee  consisted  of 
Drs.  Burgess,  Hart,  Talcott,  Marcey,  Bulkley,  Lyman,  Nye 
and  Clarke. 

The  Secretary  presented  resolutions  from  New  London 
County,  on  the  same  subject,  which  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  B.  Welch,  jr., 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  to  obtain  such 
alteration  in  the  Act  of  Incorporation  of  the  Medical  Society, 
that  the  County  meetings  may  be  held  at  such  time  as  they 
shall  severally  appoint. 

Dr.  Beresford  presented  resolutions  from  Hartford  County 
on  the  same  subject. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Drs.  Grant,  B.  Welch,  jr. 
and  G.  0.  Sumner,  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Witter, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  County  be  ap- 
pointed, to  confer  on  the  subject  of  candidates  recommended 
by  the  several  Counties,  for  the  gratuitous  course  of  lectures  in 
New  Haven,  the  ensuing  term. 

Passed,  and  Drs.  Witter,  Rockwell,  Thompson,  Woodward, 
Williams,  Huxley,  Tiemarne  and  Manning,  were  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  G.  0.  Sumner,  a  Committee  consisting  of 
Drs.  Hovey,  Tyler,  Bostwick  and  Russell,  were  appointed  on 
the  Election  of  Fellows  ;  and  the  same  gentlemen  were  also 
appointed  a  Committee  on  Debentures. 

They  reported,  that  the  List  of  Fellows,  as  presented,  was 
correct,  and  subsequently  reported  a  Debenture  Bill,  which 
was  accepted. 

The  Treasurer  made  his  Report,  which  Was  referred  to  Drs. 
Scott,  Hall  and  Bennett,  to  audit.  They  reported  it  to  be 
correct. 
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The  Committee  on  candidates  for  the  gratuitous  course  of 
Lectures,  reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  recom- 
mended by  the  several  counties. 

Hartford  County,  George  S.  Green, 

William  L.  Bliss. 
Benjamin  F.  Bradford. 
Munson  A.  Shepard. 
Eleazer  F.  Kies. 
Marcus  DeForest,  jr. 
Samuel  H.  Catlin. 
Melancthon  Storrs. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  County  bo  ap- 
pointed on  Honorary  Degrees,  and  Honorary  Membership,  and 
also  for  dissolving  the  connexion  of  members  with  the  Medical 
Society. 

Drs.  Ives,  Bercsford,  Downing,  Hall,  Middlebrook,  B.  Welch, 
jr.,  King  and  Skinner  were  appointed. 

Drs.  Mathewson,  Tyler  and  North,  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

The  rule  defering  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Convention 
until  the  second  day  of  the  session,  was,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Ben- 
nett, suspended,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  choice  of  officers 
be  made  the  first  business  at  the  commencement  of  the  after- 
noon session. 

A  Dissertation  was  then  read  by  E.  K.  Hunt.  M.  D. — On  the 
Importance  of  a  Medical  Organization,  and  the  advantages 
resulting  from  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  tendered  to 
Dr.  Hunt,  for  his  Dissertation  just  read,  and  that  a  copy  be 


requested  for  publication,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

Adjourned  until  half  past  four  o'clock. 

HALF  PAST  FOUR,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  chosen  for  the  year  ensuing  : 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  President. 
GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,    Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,   Treasurer. 
GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  was  read, 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Drs.  George  Sumner,  and  Eli  Ives,  delegates  to  the  National 
Medical  Convention,  made  a  statement  of  its  proceedings,  and 
the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Dr.  Grant,  was  passed. 

Resolved,  That  before  any  person  can  be  admitted  into  the 
office  of  a  Physician,  as  a  Student  of  Medicine,  he  shall  furnish 
evidence  of  good  moral  character,  and  shall  be  examined  by 
the  preceptor  and  one  of  the  Fellows  of  this  Society  :  the  ex- 
amination to  be  upon  the  subjects  of  English  education,  and 
Greek  and  Latin  languages.  If  found  qualified,  he  is  to  receive 
a  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  be  enrolled  as  a  regular  student 
of  medicine. 

The  Committee  of  Examination  was  then  chosen,  and  the 
following  resolution,  submitted  by  Dr.  George  Sumner,  was 
passed. 

Resolved,  That  but  two  persons  be  elected  on  each  of  the 
Standing  Committees  each  year ;  the  first  two  on  the  list  to  be 
dropped,  and  the  two  chosen  to  be  placed  at  the  bottom  ;  but 
any  person  may  be  re-elecied. 

The  Convention  then  made  choice  of  the  Committee  to 
nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  and  ad- 
journed until  half  past  eight  o'clock,  to  morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  May  13th. 
The    Convention  met  pursuant  to   adjournment,  and    the 
Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution 
of  Yale  College,  were  then  chosen. 


The  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees,  &c,  reported,  and 
the  Convention  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  to  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  as  candidates  for  the 
Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  viz  :  Daniel  A. 
Hovey,  of  Killingly  ;  Joel  Canfield,  of  Guilford,  and  Orin  C. 
White,  of  Hebron. 

Amos  Twitchell,  M.  D.,  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  Charles  A.  Lee, 
M.  D.,  of  New  York,  and  David  S.  C.  H.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of 
Sutton,  Mass.,  were  chosen  Honorary  Members. 

The  Committee  requested  to  be  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  and  they  were 
discharged. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  Dissertator  for  the 
next  Convention,  reported  the  name  of  15.  Fordyce  Barker, 
M.  I).,  of  Norwich,  and  he  was  chosen. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  secret 
or  patent  medicines,  made  a  report,  with  an  accompanying 
resolution.  The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolution  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  following  resolutions  were  then  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Medical  Societies  of  each  County,  be 
requested  to  appoint  one  or  more  delegates  to  attend  the  next 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  which  is  to  be 
held  in  Baltimore,  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May,  184S. 

Resolved,  That  a  memorial  be  presented  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  relative  to  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths, 
within  its  limits,  and  that  Drs.  Sumner,  Beresford  and  Barry, 
be  a  committee  to  present  the  same  on  behalf  of  this  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  on 
each  member  of  this  Society,  for  the  year  ensuing,  to  be  collect- 
able on  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Conventlo'n 

Adjourned,  sine  die. 

Attest,  Gukdon  W.  Russell,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS    OF   THE    SOCIETY. 


HONORARY      MEMBERS. 


*FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHNC.  WARREN, 
•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
•DAVID  HOSACK, 
'WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
•GEORGE  M'CLELLAN, 
*JOHN  MACKIE, 
"CHARLES  ELDREDGE, 
THEODORIC  ROMEYN  BECK, 
•JAMES  THATCHER, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
•WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 
•JOSEPH  WHITE, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
•PHILIP  SYNG  PHYSICK, 
•LEWIS  HEERMANN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE, 
•HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
•GEORGE  FROST, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
AMOS  TWITCHELL, 
CHARLES  A.  LEE, 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 


New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 

cc  <c 

New  York. 


New  Haven. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 

CC  CC 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. ' 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
U.  S.  Army. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Keene,  N.  H. 
New  York. 
Sutton,  Mass. 


'  Deceased. 


ORDINARY   MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  by 
age,  are  in  Italics ;  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presi- 
dents of  the  Society,  are  in  capitals. 


HARTFORD    COUNTY. 

BENJAMIN  ROGERS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  1).,  Clerk 


Hartfobj),  SILAS  FULLER,  George 
Sumner,  D.  S.  Dodge,  Henry  Holmes, 

Samuel  B.  Uerosford,  George  li  II, nv- 
ley,  Gurdon  W.  Russell,  David  Cra- 
ry,  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  Benjamin  Ro- 
gers, E!  K.  Hunt,  Jolin  S.  Butler, 
11.  A.  Grant,  Win,  J.  Barry,  11.  C, 
Preston. 
West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg, 

Berlin,    Horatio    Gridley,    Sylvester 
Bulkley,  E.  Brandegee,  Jr. 

JYeie  Britain,    Samuel  Hart,  Lucius 
Woodruff',  E.  D.  Babcock, 

Bloomeield,  John  F.  Wells. 

Bristol,  Jared  W.  Pardee,  Joseph  W. 
Cam;). 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d,  Jere- 
miah Burwell. 

Canton,     Benadam    Kasson      Thomas 
G.  Hazen. 

Collintville,    Samuel  W.  Brown,    Rus- 
sell H.  Tiffany. 

East  Hartford,   Eli  Hall,  Seth  L 
Child 

East  Windsor,  Elijah  F.  Real,  Hor- 
ace C.  Gillette. 

Scan/irk,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 
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Enfield,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing, 

Fabmingtoit,  Asahel  Thompson,  E. 
W.  C.ii  umhiii,  Chaunccv   Brown. 

Plainvilti .  G.  A.  Moody. 

1  •'  'ii  NBORY,  Ralph  Carter. 

South  Glastenbury,  R., swell  Haw  lev, 
I. inn, in  J.  Andrus. 

Eajtbury,  Kabin  Stocking, 

Gbabtby,  Jarius  Case,  Joseph  F.  Jew- 
.11. 

Mirth  (Jranby,  Josiah  C   Banning. 

East  i.Van/ii/,  Chester  Hamlin. 

fVeit  Oranbu,  Justus  I).  Wilcox. 

Manchester,  William  C.  Williams, 
William  Si     I 

Roi  ki   Ihi.i.,    \-Miel  W.  Ba.rows. 

SiM-iu  iiv,  R.  derick  A.  White. 

Tariffbiile,  Geo.  IV.  Sanford,  Charles 
W.  Ensign 

Son  i  H1N..T..V,  Julius  S.  Barnes.  Fred- 
erick A.  Hart 

South  Windsor,  Sidney  Rockwell. 

Surrnuj),  .Asaph  L.  Bissell,  Samuel 
B.  Low,  Aretus  Rising. 

Wethfrseiild,  A  R  C  II  I  B  A  L  D 
WELCH,    E.  F.  Cook. 

Windsor,  Williams,  Pierson,  Theo- 
dore Sill,  Graham  Lee. 

Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
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NEW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 

LYMAN  PARKER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
D.  L.  Daggett,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  John  Skinner,  EH,  Ives, 
T.  P.  Beers,  Jonathan  Knight,  Sam- 
uel Punderson,  V.  M.  Dow,  A.  S. 
Monson,  Charles  Hooker,  H.B.Por- 
ter,  Nathan   B.   Ives,   E.  H.  Bishop, 

D.  H.  Moore,  E.  D.  North,  J.  A.  Tot- 
ten,  P.  T.  Miller,  L.  A.  Thomas, 
Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  J.  T. 
Hotchkiss,  L.  D.  Wilcoxson,  D.  L. 
Daggett,  George  0.  Sumner,  D.  A. 
Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  David  Pritch- 
ard,   J.   W.   Hubbell,  R   W.  Forbes, 

E.  A.  Park,  N.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.,  Jas. 
O'Reilley,  T.  B.  Beers,  Jr. 

Westville,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haoen,   C.  S.  Thompson,   J.    H. 

Beecher,  W.  M.  White. 
Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward, 
Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 
Cheshire,   A.   J.   Driggs,    Nehemiah 

Banks. 
Derby,  W.J.  Whiting. 
Ansonia,  Samuel  P    Church. 
Birmingham,   Ambrose  Beardsley. 
Humphreysville,     Jlbiram     Stoddard, 

Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 

Thomas  Stoddard. 
East  Haven,  Beta  Farnham. 


Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,Elisha  Hutch- 
inson, Alvan  Talcott. 
Madjson,  Reynold  Webb. 
Mirth  Madison,  George  E.  Perkins. 
Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty 
Middlebury,    Jacob    Linsley,   W.   C. 

Catlin. 
Milford,  Andrevj  French,  Hull  Allen, 

L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,   J.    D.    Mears,  Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
North  Haven,  Anson  Moody,  C.  B. 

Foote. 
Oxford,  JVboA  Stone,  John  Lounsbury. 
Southbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,   Lyman   Parker,   Wm. 

Atwater. 
Watekeury,    Joseph   Porter,    Daniel 

Porter,  Jr.,   M.  C.  Leavenworth,   G. 

L.  Piatt,  W".  W.  Rodman,  A.  N.  Bell. 
Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 
Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW  LONDON   COUNTY. 
AVERY  DOWNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Jeremiah  King 

New  London,  Archibald  Mercer,  Dyer 
T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel  S.  Perkins, 
James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porler,  Win. 
W.  Miner,  Charles  E.  Ames,  James 
Rogers,  Seth  Smith. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  Chauncey  Burgess,  Eli- 
jah Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha  Phinney,  Ben- 
jamin T.  Roath,  Jonathan  W.  Brooks, 
B.  F.  Barker,  Ashbel  B.  Haile,  John 
D.  Ford,  Robert  A.  Manwaring,  Jer- 
emiah King. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,     F.zekiel    W.    Parsons, 

'    Frederick  Morgan,  James  R.  Dow. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold, 

Jewett  City,  Lucius  Tyler,  Alonzo Ful- 
ler. 

Groton.  Joseph  Durfee. 

Portersville,  John  O.  Miner,  Benjamin 
F.  Stoddard,  Elias  F.  Coats. 


,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Richard  P.  Green. 

Ledyard, 

Gates'  Ferry,  H.  H.  Loomis,  Rufus  W. 
Mathewsun. 

Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. Brewer. 

Lyme,  Richard  J\"oyes,  John  Noyes, 
Shubael  F.  Bartlett. 

Hamburgh,  John  C.  M.  Brockway. 

Pleasant  Valley,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 

Montville,  Ephraim  Fellows 

Uncasville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 
Bolles. 

North  Stonington,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gray. 

Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 
Downing. 

Poqvetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 

Salem,  John  P.  Fuller,  William  A. 
Babcock. 

Stonington,  William  Robertson,  Wm. 
Hyde,  George  E.  Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde, 
Jr.,  Cyrus  Miner,  Edwin  Bentley. 

Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


DANIEL  COMSTOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah   T.   Denison,  S. 

P.  V.  K.  Ten  Broeck. 
Greenfield,  Kufus  Blakeman. 
Southport,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bridgeport,   Samuel     Beach,    D.    H. 

Nash,  William  L.  Watson,  Frederick 

Judson, Kenny,  Burritt. 

Brookfif.ld,   JVoah   A.  Laeey,  A.  L. 

Williams. 
Danbury,   Daniel    Comslock,    R.   B. 

Botstord,  E.  P.  Bennett. 
Bethel,  H.  N.  Bennett. 
Darien,   Warren  Percival, 
Easton,  Lloyd  Seely,  James  Baldwin. 
Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 
Monroe,  Sturges  Bulkley,  Salmon  H. 

Hall. 


New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  Noyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 

Newtown,  Cyrenius  H.  Booth,  E.  Ir- 
win, George  Judson,  Thomas  Dutton. 

Norwalk,  John  A.  M'Lean,  E.  Bissell, 
Ira  Gregory. 

Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 

Stamford,  Chauncey  Ayres,  N.  D. 
Haight,  Robert  Lockwood. 

Stratford,  Wm.  T.  Shelton,  John 
Goulding. 

Trimbull  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  Stephen  Middlcbrook, 
George  Dyer,  E   B.  Middlebrook. 

Westport,  George  Blackman,  J. Jaun- 
cey. 

Wilton,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


WILLIAM  WITTER,  M.  D  ,  Chairman. 
James  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Il.de,  Wm.  Woodbridge. 

Ashfhrd,  John  H.  Simmons. 

JCa.il/orJ,  Roderick  Stcbbins. 

Canterbury,  Elijah  haldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

Killingly,  Justin  Hammond. 

JVorth  Killingly,  Fenner  H.  Peckham. 

South  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

West  Killingly,  David  E.  Hall,  Sam- 
uel Hatching, 

Plainfield,  Mureif  BurgrM,  William 
II.  Cogswell,  Prosper  K.  Hutchinson, 
Wm.  H.  Campbell. 


Plainfield  Central  P.  0.,  Elijah  Bald- 
win, Jr. 

PoMrB.1T,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Stkrling,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

WUkvuonville,  Henry  W.  Hough. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

Vou'ntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chester  Hunt. 

Wil/imantic,  William  Witter,  John 
Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  .V«;/A,  Asa  Witter 

South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcey. 

West  Woodstock.  Eleazer  Litchfield, 
Milton  Bradford. 
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LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 


A.  M.  HUXLEY,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


J.  G.   Beckwith 

Litchfield,  WM.  BUEL,  Samuel 
Buel,  J.  G  Beckwith,  R.  M.  Wood- 
ruff', George  Seymour. 

South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner,  David 
E.  Bostwick. 

JVorthfield,  R.  S.  Woodward. 

Barkhamsted,  F.  B.  Graham. 

Bethlem,  Loomis  North. 

Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 

Canaan,  Albert  A.  Wright,  George 
Adam. 

South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 

Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 

West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold,  John 
Scovell. 

COLEBROOK, 

Gay/ord's   Bridge,    Gamaliel   H.    St. 

John. 
Goshen,  A.M.  Huxley. 
JVorth  Goshen,  Horace  K.  Beach. 
Harwinton.  E.  J.  Woodward. 
Kent,    Wells  Beardsley,    Johnson  C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborne. 
New    Hartford.    Arorth,   Myron    R. 

Hubbard. 


M.  D.,  Clerk. 

New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams,  Wm. 
B.  Lacy,  George  0.  Taylor. 

Norfolk,  Benjamin  Welch,  Wm.W. 
Welch,  W.  Cockie. 

Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 

Plymouth  Hollow,  Wm.  Woodruff. 

Roxburv,  Myron  Downs. 

Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  W.  E.  Bulk- 
ley. 

Furnace  Villase,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

WolcoiUille,  Erastus  Bancroft,  0.  B. 
Freeman. 

Warren,  JVorman  Lyman. 

Woodmlle,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler,  Seth  P. 
Ford. 

JVew  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Winchester,  James  Welch. 

Woodbury,  Boswell  Abernethy,  Chas. 
H.  Webb,  Thomas  T.  Seeley. 

Terryville,  Charles  Byington. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


IRA  HUTCHINSON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Hamilton  Brewer,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

Middletown,  Richard  Warner,  Joseph 
Barrett,  Thomas  Miner,  Chailes 
Woodward,  Wm.  B.  Casey,  David 
Harrison,  Hamilton  Brewer,  Frank- 
lin Woodruff". 

Chatham,  Charles  Smith,  Francis  G. 
Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  Albert  B.  Worthing- 
ton. 

Chester,  Ambrose  Pratt, 

Durham,  Benjamin  F.  Fowler. 


East   Haddam,  Asa  M.    Holt,    Datus 

Williams,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 
Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  Wm.  H.  Tremaine. 
Killingworth,  Rufus  Turner. 
Portland,  George  0.  Jarvis,   Stephen 

A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Essex,  Alanson  H.   Hough,   Frederick 

W.  Shepard. 
Beep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Westbrook,  Horace  Burr. 
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TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
O.  K.  Isham,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Oliver  K.  Isham,  Gilbert  H. 
Preston. 

Andover,  Adonijah  White. 

Bolton,  Orrin  Hunt,  Charles  F.  Sum- 
ner. 

Columbia,  Hairison  Mcintosh. 

Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 

South  Coventry,  Timothy  Di'nock. 

Ellington,  Allen  Hyde.,  J.  H.  Man- 
ning. 

Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin  C. 
White,  Jacob  0.  Loomis. 


Mansfield,  J\rorth,  Norman  Brigham, 
Wm.  H.  Richardson. 

South  Mansfield,   Earl  Swift. 

Somers,  Orson  Wood,  Erasmus  E.  Ham- 
ilton, Wm.  B.  Woods. 

Stafford,  East,  William  N.  Clark, 
Ahijah  Ladd,  Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 

Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 

Union,  Ebenezer  Lindsley. 

Vernon,  Scottoway  Hinckley,  Alden 
Skinner. 

Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 


SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


Taxable. 

Nol  Taial.le. 

Total 

Hartford  County, 

68 

5 

73 

New  Haven  County, 

79 

8 

80 

New  London  County, 

55 

8 

03 

Fairfield  County, 

10 

4 

II 

Litchfield  County, 

13 

10 

S3 

Windham  County, 

31 

12 

33 

Middlesex  County, 

27 

0 

27 

Tolland  County, 

23 

4 

27 

Total, 


359 
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DUTIES      OF      CLERKS. 


To  warn  the  Countj  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person  rec- 
ommended as  acandidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately  after  the 
County  meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  lirst  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of  five 
dollaxa  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 
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DISSERTATIONS      READ      IN     CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

"  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 
"  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
"  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

"  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,   on   the   most  eligible   mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 

"  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 

1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 
"  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the   Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  on  the  influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on 

Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on   the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  qualifications  necessary  to 

a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  advantages  of  prompt  and  efficient 
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DISSERTATION. 

IMPORTANCE  AND  ADVANTAGE  OF  A  MEDICAL  ORGANIZATION. 

BY  E.  K.  HUNT,  M.  D. 
Read  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  May  12,  1S-17. 

Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention  : 

The  Medical  Society  of  this  State,  whose  offices,  honors,  and  re- 
sponsibilities are  now  committed  to  your  care,  was  incorporated  in  the 
year  1792,  "on  the  ground,  that  well  regulated  Medical  Societies, 
have  been  found  to  contribute  to  the  diffusion  of  true  science,  and 
particularly  to  a  knowledge  of  the  healing  art." 

Such  was  the  language  of  our  honored  predecessors,  and  such  the 
great  argument  with  which  they  appeared  before  the  legislature  of 
this  Commonwealth,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion for  this  Society.  They  thirsted  for  knowledge,  and  their  obser- 
vation, if  not  their  personal  experience,  taught  them  that  such  socie- 
ties as  they  proposed  to  establish  had,  elsewhere,  "  contributed  to 
the  diffusion  of  true  science,  and  particularly  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
healing  art." 

•  Success  attended  their  application,  and  for  more  than  fifty  years 
has  this  Society  silently  and  unostentatiously,  yet  steadily,  shed  its 
benign  influence  over  the  medical  mind  of  this  State,  diffusing 
through  its  entire  mass,  "  true  science,"  we  trust,  and  "  particularly 
a  knowledge  of  the  healing  art." 

Among  the  means  proposed  for  accomplishing  a  leading  purpose  of 
its  intelligent  founders,  was  that  of  requiring,  on  each  returning  year, 
a  dissertation,  suited  to  the  occasion,  to  be  prepared  and  delivered 
before  this  learned  and  honorable  body,  by  one  of  its  members. 

In  conformity  with  this  feature  of  its  organization,  the  first  ad- 
dress before  this  Society  was  delivered  at  Middletown,  Oct.  Sth,  1794, 
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and  from  that  period  to  the  present,  it  has  with  a  steadily  increasing 
uniformity,  honored  one  or  another  of  its  members,  by  assigning  to 
them  this  responsible  task. 

Having  been  appointed  to  officiate  on  this  occasion,  by  the  par- 
tiality of  your  predecessors,  and  in  compliance  with  the  usage  of  this 
Society,  in  reflecting  upon  a  theme  on  which  to  address  you,  it 
has  appeared  to  me  not  unsuited  either  to  the  occasion,  or  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  Society,  to  consider,  during  the  time  alloted  to 
this  exercise,  first  the  importance,  and  secondly,  the  advantages  of  a 
medical  organization. 

The  discussion  of  this  subject  might  seem  rather  to  befit  an  elder 
than  a  junior  member  of  the  medical  Society  of  this  State,  and  I  have 
ventured  upon  it  now,  not,  I  hope,  in  consequence  of  an  undue  esti- 
mate of  my  ability  to  do  it  justice,  but  because  it  seemed  appropriate 
to  our  present  need,  and  because  I  felt  assured  of  a  liberal  and  indul- 
gent audience,  who  would  lend  a  favoring  ear  to  the  voice  of  truth, 
whencesoever  it  came,  and  whose  superior  intelligence  would  con- 
duct to  its  legitimate  conclusion  whatever  division  of  our  subject 
might  be  left  incomplete;  modifying  and  adapting  to  a  larger  range 
of  observation  and  more  numerous  facts,  those  topics  on  which  a 
comparatively  limited  experience  might  have  led  me  to  a  partial  or 
wrong  decision. 

A  most  striking  feature  of  our  times  is,  that  men  project  and  exe- 
cute in  masses,  the  great,  and  often  stupendous  undertakings  that 
characterize  the  age.  Our  systems  of  education,  our  laws  and  civil 
polity,  our  noble  charities,  our  railroads  and  canals,  the  vast 
scheme  of  ocean  navigation,  are  all  of  them  monuments  of  the  uni- 
ted genius,  enterprise,  and  efforts,  of  a  free  and  intelligent  people. 
The  strength  of  a  single  arm,  the  efforts  of  an  intellect  acting  alone, 
the  energy  and  resources,  however  great,  of  one  man,  are  slightly,  if 
at  all,  felt  or  noticed  by  the  public  generally.  These  elements  of 
power  and  influence  however,  as  they  exist  in  the  individual,  when 
united  to  corresponding  qualities  in  other  individuals  and  acting  in 
harmony  with  them,  make  an  impression,  often  profound  and  lasting, 
upon  the  interests,  not  only  of  communities,  but  of  states  and  nations. 
Evidences  of  the  surprising  efficiency  of  united  and  concentrated 
effort  exist  every  where  around  us,  and  constitute  the  ground-work 
of  our  unexampled  progress  as  a  people. 

Now  this  distinctive  feature  of  the  age,  applies  equally  to  all  classes 
of  society,  and  to  every  scheme  of  improvement  and  reform.     From 
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its  influence,  operating  with  the  steady  uniformity  of  a  physical  law, 
our  own  organization  can,  if  it  would,  neither  claim  nor  expect  ex- 
emption. It  originated  indeed  in  obedience  to  it,  and  can  exist  and 
flourish  only  in  conformity  with  this  all-governing  power.  Nor  will 
it  be  the  desire  of  any  member  of  this  body,  that  the  medical  interests 
of  the  State  should  occupy  a  place  without  the  pale  of  popular  in- 
fluences or  popular  favor.  We  claim,  indeed,  that  ours  are,  in  a 
special  manner,  the  interests  of  humanity;  and  that,  as  guar- 
dians of  this  high  trust,  we  ought  ever  to  be  in  the  closest  sympathy 
with  the  people  in  all  their  physical  wants  and  necessities.  We  ask 
for  no  special  privileges  nor  legislative  favors  to  assist  us  in  upholding 
a  special  prerogative,  and  if  statutory  enactments  have  ever  been 
sought  by  the  profession,  it  has  been  with  the  intent  solely,  to  protect 
the  most  valued  interests  of  society,  not  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
to  itself  exclusive  advantages,  if  errors  have  at  any  time  been  com- 
mitted, or  wrongs  inflicted,  they  have  been  such  as  a  glance  at  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  would  palliate  in  the  judgment  of  the  can- 
did and  enlightened,  if  it  did  not  wholly ,  excuse  them. 

When  I  assert,  indeed,  that  the  faculty  of  medicine  have  ever  been 
the  steadfast  champions  and  intelligent  supporters  of  the  highest 
earthly  interests  of  man,  the  assertion  will  receive  a  heartv  response, 
corroborative  of  its  correctness,  from  every  individual  who  hears  me  ; 
for  your  united  experience  testifies  to  its  soundness,  and  jour 
studies  and  observations  have  long  since  established  in  your  minds 
the  same  truth,  as  applicable  to  your  brethren  every  where.  If, 
therefore,  we  claim  that  a  medical  organization  is  important,  it  is  not 
because  we  have  a  controversy  with  the  people,  or  that  we  desire  or 
expect  one,  but  rather  because  the  times,  and  the  mighty  results  of 
united  organized  effort,  in  reference  to  all  things  else,  demand  it  of 
us.  Not  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  element  of  progress,  would  be 
speedily  to  fall  in  the  rear,  as  it  respects  our  own,  of  the  other  great 
interests  of  man,  and  to  subject  ourselves  to  the  mingled  regret  and 
contempt  which  inevitably  attend  the  feeble,  convulsive  movements 
of  a  sluggish  or  expiring  body.  More  than  this.  Should  we  fail  to 
prove  ourselves  equal  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities,  w  hich  the 
age  imposes  on  us,  and  drift  on  listlessly  with  the  tide  of  progress, 
without  an  effort  for  our  own  advancement,  men  would  arise,  such 
as  the  circumstances  and  wants  and  sympathies  of  man,  in  this,  the 
middle  of  the  19th  century,  demand,  who  would  take  from  our  pal- 
sied hands  the  sceptre  which  they  now  hold  :  changing  and  adapting 
to  present  purposes  and  desires,  that  medical  fabric  which  has  been 
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constructed  by  our  labor  and  at  our  expense,  and  which  is  now  at  our 
disposal.  Inactivity  and  supineness  seal  our  doom.  So  should  it  be. 
Who  would  mourn,  or  feel  a  single  regret,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
tinction of  a  class  or  body  of  men,  who  have  proved  themselves,  in 
sentiment  and  by  their  acts,  to  belong  to  a  by-gone  age  ?  Destiny 
required  their  extermination.  They  were  clogs  on  the  wheels  of  ad- 
vancement, an  incubus  on  the  active  and  aspiring  spirit  of  the  age. 

I  advert  to  this  dread  alternative  to  vigorous,  united,  and  untiring  ac- 
tivity, to  disclose  for  a  moment  the  abyss,  on  the  brink  of  which  that 
man,  or  body  of  men,  or  that  community,  stand,  who  would  steadfastly 
resist  the  great  idea  of  the  age,  or  even  halt  in  their  march  of  improve- 
ment. We  desire,  and  intend  to  hold  that  position  in  society  through 
all  coming  time,  that  we  have  done  in  the  past ;  and  to  do  it,  not  by 
endeavoring  to  keep  in  darkness  our  fellow  men,  or  to  shroud  in  mys- 
tery the  principles  and  practice  of  our  art,  but  by  pressing  forward 
quite  as  rapidly  as  they,  by  means  of  like  agencies  ;  thereby  main- 
taining our  relative  position.  We  would  show,  and  make  it  more 
apparent  every  day,  to  the  least  observant,  that  it  is  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  our  hearts,  the  end  of  all  our  labors,  first,  to  prevent  disease; 
secondly,  to  heal  if  possible,  cito,  tuto,  et  jucunde,  all  who  suffer  from 
it ;  and  thirdly,  to  relieve,  so  far  as  we  can,  those  whom  we  are  un- 
able to  cure.  Thus  may  we  expect  effectually  to  overcome  prejudice, 
to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  counteract  the  base  designs  of  charlatans, 
and  exercise  that  control  over  all  matters  pertaining  to  public  or  pri- 
vate health,  which  appropiately  belongs  to  the  medical  profession. 
In  many  quarters,  more  particularly  in  cities  and  populous  places, 
our  principle  of  organization  has  long  been  made  available,  in  study- 
ing, arranging  and  generalizing  the  masses  of  facts,  which  are  the 
fruit  of  united  and  harmonious  investigations.  Nature  is  thus  inquis- 
itively interrogated  in  respect  to  all  her  secret  operations,  and  her 
responses,  often  clear  and  explicit,  yet  sometimes  ambiguous  and  ob- 
scure, laid  open  to  the  observation  of  all,  who  may  here  provide 
themselves  with  weapons  wherewith  to  resist  the  onset,  or  repel  the 
ravages  of  disease. 

In  compliance  with  the  promptings  of  this  sentiment,  and  in  ac- 
knowledgement of  its  authority  and  power,  have  the  members  of  our 
profession,  gathered  from  every  portion  of  our  common  country,  just 
concluded  a  Convention,  organized  to  "  deliberate  on  the  means  which 
should  be  adopted  to  improve  medical  science,  to  increase  the  useful- 
ness, to  elevate  the  character  and  standing,  and  to  protect  the  inte- 
rests of  the  profession."     Wre  may  well  hail  it  as  an  omen  portend- 
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ing  great  good.  Id  an  undertaking  like  this,  however,  individual  ef- 
fort, and  that  of  one  or  even  several  States,  would  prove  wholly 
abortive.  The  remedy  must  be  every  way  commensurate  with  the 
evils  it  would  eradicate,  or  the  good  it  would  accomplish.  It  de- 
mands, as  it  has  secured,  united,  organized  effort:  that  of  men  who 
clearly  perceive  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  task  they  have 
assumed;  for  upon  the  result  of  these  deliberations,  depend,  in  no 
small  degree,  the  future  progress  and  relative  standing  of  the  profes- 
sion. We  can  but  wish  them  every  success,  in  this  new,  and  almost 
boundless  field  of  labor,  which  most  happily  illustrates  the  impor- 
tance of  an  organized  movement;  and  the  results  of  which,  we  hope, 
will  establish  its  surpassing  value  to  the  profession. 

It  is  not  for  national  purposes  alone,  however,  as  has  been  already 
intimated,  that  medical  organizations  are  desirable  or  requisite.  The 
soul-stirring  power  of  the  principle  upon  which  they  depend,  when 
once  developed  in  the  mind,  adapts  man  for  effort  on  a  scale  propor- 
tionate to  the  object,  whether  great  or  small,  to  be  accomplished. 
Is  it  confined  to  the  petty  affairs  of  a  town,  village,  or  school  dis- 
trict ?  We  see  its  influence  in  the  laying  down  of  plans  of  opera- 
tions, the  marshalling  and  systematic  management  of  those  slender 
forces,  which  the  object  to  be  attained  seems  to  require.  Does  a 
County  or  State  become  the  theatre  of  some  important  movement  f 
We  behold  the  same  agencies,  expanded  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  case,  fulfilling  with  energy  and  susprising  accuracy,  through  duly 
authorized  instrumentalities,  their  various  purposes.  Nothing,  per- 
haps, will  so  strikingly  illustrate  the  power  of  our  principle,  and  its 
applicability  to  the  circumstances  of  a  whole  people,  in  their  vari- 
ous relations,  as  the  movements  and  operations  of  political  parties. 
We  are  not  less  astonished  at  the  power  which  it  here  manifests,  than 
at  the  vast  extent  over  which  its  effects  are  felt.  The  whole  nation  is 
not  too  great  for  its  grasp,  nor  an  obscure  hamlet,  in  some  lonely 
valley,  beneath  its  notice.  On  the  contrary,  both  seem  to  be  equally 
suited  to  its  exercise,  and  equally  subject  to  its  control. 

Having  thus  inferred  the  importance  of  a  medical  organization,  first, 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  by  organized,  concentrated  action  that  the 
times  are  peculiarly  characterized,  and  that  it  is  to  this  feature  we 
owe  the  grandest  and  most  valuable  improvements  of  the  age  ;  sec- 
ondly, from  the  circumstance,  that  the  principle  is  applicable  to  every 
class  of  men,  for  whatever  purpose  organized  ;  thirdly,  that  it  has 
been  adopted  elsewhere,  to  great  advantage  by  our  profession,  and  is 
now  in  the  "full  tide  of  successful  experiment"  in  our  own  country, 
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on  a  scale  limited  only  by  its  own  almost  boundless  extent ;  I  feel  at 
liberty  to  entertain  the  belief,  that  you  will  regard  such  an  organiza- 
tion as  indispensable  to  the  medical  profession  of  this  State,  and  that 
its  members  are  each,  bound  by  the  highest  considerations  of  duty 
and  honor,  not  only  to  sustain,  but,  according  to  his  ability,  to  in- 
fuse new  life,  and  increased  capacity  for  usefulness,  into  the  Medical 
Society  of  Connecticut. 

I  may  next  proceed  to  the  second  division  of  our  subject :  the  ad- 
vantages connected  with,  and  which  may  reasonably  be  expected  to 
result  from,  medical  organization. 

It  will  be  my  purpose  to  name  but  few,  of  many  that  will  occur 
to  you,  and  these,  such  only  as  my  subject  most  obviously  suggests. 
The  first  is  this:  it  brings  together  the  members  of  the  profession. 
This,  however,  is  not  a  benefit,  unless  it  be  rightfully  improved. 
To  meet  merely,  and  to  separate,  would  be  of  no  service  to  any,  but 
rather  a  waste  both  of  time  and  labor,  with  no  resulting  good.  But 
this  is  hardly  supposable,  not  at  all  probable.  Let  us  enquire  then, 
what  advantages  may,  and  do  usually  attend  and  follow  such  meet- 
ings as  the  terms  of  our  organization  contemplate.  In  the  first 
place,  they  renew  and  strengthen  the  ties  of  friendship  between  those 
already  known  to  each  other.  Time,  like  fire,  dissolves  all  bonds  of 
whatever  nature,  that  are  not  occasionally  repaired  and  cemented 
anew,  by  the  hands  that  formed  them.  Beneath  its  touch  friend- 
ships crumble,  and  the  tenderest  affections  of  the  heart,  imperceptibly, 
yet  surely,  fade  away.  Hence  the  necessity  of  frequently  renewing 
those  acquaintances  and  friendships,  which  accident  or  design  may 
have  led  us  to  form. 

In  the  second  place,  it  enables  those  who  are  strangers,  at  once  to 
establish  a  fellowship  with  their  medical  brethren,  and  if,  as  we  have 
a  right  to  suppose,  the  parties  are  equally  worthy  of  a  mutual  ac- 
quaintance, the  interview  is  mutually  and  equally  advantageous. 
What  would  otherwise  have  probably  been  a  work  cf  years,  and  in- 
deed might  never  have  taken  place,  is,  by  means  of  an  organization, 
suitably  formed  and  conducted,  made  the  business  of  a  day,  and 
minds  which  had  previously  been  separate  and  isolated,  are  now 
made  to  act  in  concert,  while  sympathies  never  before  felt,  are  called 
into  active  and  delightful  exercise.  Moved  by  common  interests  and 
impulses,  experiencing  amidst  the  every  day  duties  of  life,  the  in- 
spiring influence  of  professional  sympathy,  and  sustained  amidst  the 
manifold  perplexities  and  trials  incident  to  practice,  by  timely  pro- 
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fessional  council,  we  come  to  regard  the  relation  as  indeed,  what  it  is 
so  frequently  called,  fraternal. 

Entertaining  for  each  other  sentiments  like  these,  the  members  of 
our  Society,  it  must  be  admitted,  convene  under  circumstances  most 
favorable  to  improvement.  A  mutual  confidence  opens  every  heart, 
a  generous  friendship  renders  all  communicative,  and  a  high  regard 
for  truth,  with  a  clear  conception  of  its  bearings  upon  the  interests  of 
man,  as  well  as  the  profession  itself,  leads  to  an  earnest  boldness  in 
the  expression  of  opinions,  and  a  careful  discrimination  between  fal- 
lacious theories,  and  well  established  principles.  Thus  each  imparts, 
and  in  turn,  derives  much  good  from  these  free  and  kindly  interchanges 
of  sentiments,  sympathies  and  opinions. 

We  should  leave  these  general  views  but  half  considered,  did  we 
omit  to  dwell  for  a  moment,  upon  the  moral  effect  connected  with  a 
medical  organization.  The  very  constitution  of  our  being,  forbids 
that  it  should  be  wholly  inoperative  in  this  respect.  From  infancy 
we  have  been  subject  to  the  sway  of  moral  forces  of  various  kinds, 
as  we  passed  along  through  the  successive  itages  of  life,  and  have  ob- 
served the  power  of  associated  influence  upon  the  minds  of  many 
others.  I  can  but  think,  that  the  high  moral  tone,  characterizing  the 
sentiments  and  actions  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  the  purity  of 
the  principles  contained  in  that  code  of  ethics  by  which  we  are  gov- 
erned in  this  relation,  exercise  a  powerful  influence  over  the  minds 
of  all ;  and  are  especially  serviceable  by  the  encouragement  they  af- 
ford, for  "patient  continuance  in  well  doing,"  those  who  are  prone 
to  despond,  either  from  a  want  of  firmness  of  soul,  or  in  consequence 
of  observing  the  temporary  triumphs  of  the  wicked  ;  and  those,  also, 
who  see  little  to  admire  in  virtuous  principle,  except  when  illustrated 
by  a  shining  example. 

There  is  a  power  also  in  organized  action,  as  well  for  repressing 
evil,  as  for  the  more  direct  purpose  of  doing  good.  Some  short- 
sighted persons  there  are  in  every  community,  the  evidence  of  whose 
senses  can  hardly  be  trusted,  who  judge  of  the  merit  of  an  act,  or  the 
result  of  a  measure,  by  its  more  immediate  and  manifest  effects. 
They  err  for  want  of  a  discriminating  judgment,  not  in  consequence 
of  a  deliberate  purpose  to  do  wrong,  and  are  rather  objects  of  commis- 
eration, deserving  the  supervision  and  care  of  those  better  informed, 
than  the  censures  which  are  pronounced  against  the  moie  intelligent 
of  wrong-doers.  A  good  example,  together  with  the  wise  counsel  of 
superior  minds,  restrains  such  from  the  practice  of  vice  or  immoral- 
ity, while   the  contrary  effect  would  follow  an  opposite  influence. 
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They  are,  indeed,  the  sport  of  those  fortuitous  circumstances  amidst 
which  their  lot  happens  to  be  cast;  to-day  swayed  and  controlled  by 
one  variety  of  motives,  to-morrow  by  their  opposites.  They  can 
hardly  be  regarded  as  responsible  agents,  so  completely  subject  are 
they  to  the  dominion  of  whatever,  for  the  hour,  engrosses  their 
minds. 

This  class  have  their  representatives,  few  it  is  hoped,  in  our  pro- 
fession. If  they  swerve  from  the  path  marked  out  for  them,  it  is  be- 
cause some  counter  influence  has  been  operating  on  their  minds,  and 
obscured  the  principle,  dimly  perceived  at  best,  which  had  previously 
been  their  guide.  If  they  go  astray,  dazzled  by  some  ignis  fatuus, 
in  the  shape  of  an  all-healing  compound,  or  some  new  mode  of  medi- 
cal practice,  just  presented  to  the  admiring  gaze  of  the  multitude,  it 
is  in  consequence  of  a  constitutional  weakness  of  understanding  and 
obtuseness  of  intellect,  which  leads  them  in  other  matters  to  mistake 
causes  for  effects,  novelties  for  discoveries,  shadows  for  substance. 
They  are  objects  of  pity,  not  of  contempt.  They  do  wrong,  because 
they  know  no  better.  In  every  County  of  the  State,  there  are  prob- 
ably some  of  this  class  belonging  to  our  organization.  They  are  a 
source  of  much  annoyance  and  trouble  to  those  officers  of  the  Society 
who  are  charged  with  executive  duties,  and  of  well  founded  appre- 
hension to  those  who  have  its  honor  and  respectability  near  their 
hearts.  They  disregard,  thoughtlessly  it  is  true,  those  wholesome 
and  salutary  regulations  which  maintain  harmony  among  the  mem- 
bers, and  unile  them  in  systematic  efforts  for  the  common  good  ;  for 
they  are  the  creatures  of  impulse,  obeying  that  which,  at  the  moment 
has  possession  of  their  minds.  They  swell  the  numbers,  without  in- 
creasing the  power,  of  an  organized  body;  lessening  it,  indeed,  by 
wholly  failing  to  meet  the  demands  which,  as  members  of  an  associ- 
ation, it  is  taken  for  granted,  may  fairly  be  made  upon  them.  No 
organization  can  exist  without  them,  nor  is  any  complete  with  them. 
We  are  therefore  to  mark  such,  wherever  they  are,  and  take  them 
under  the  special  care  of  the  Society;  treating  them  with  all  the  con- 
sideration due  to  members,  and  that  kind  forbearance  which  their 
unfortunate  state  may  require.  The  concentrated  power  of  organ- 
ized action,  operating  as  it  does  at  all  points,  and  in  every  direction, 
is  precisely  the  support  which  they  need,  and  the  only  agency  adapt- 
ed to  the  exigencies  of  their  condition. 

Another  class  there  is,  the  opposite  of  these  in  many  respects,  yet 
resembling  them  in  others.  They  too  are  in  error,  yet  pursue  the 
wrong,  knowing  that  it  is  such,  urged  on  by  the  impulses  of  a  way- 
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ward  and  perverse  disposition.  Like  all  wrong-doers,  they  over-esti- 
mate the  present,  when  contrasted  with  the  future.  A  mote  dancing 
in  the  sunbeam,  appears  to  their  disordered  vision,  larger  than  the 
snow-capt  mountain  in  the  distant  horizon.  They  thus  misjudge  in 
relation  to  all  things,  permitting  the  present  to  exercise  an  unwarrant- 
able preponderance  over  the  distant  and  future. 

A  second  prominent  error  into  which  they  usually  fall,  greatly  to  their 
own  disadvantage  and  the  discomfort  of  others,  is  an  overweening  sel- 
fishness. Do  they  possess  a  fact  or  principle  which  they  deem  of  spe- 
cial value,  they  conceal  it  for  private  personal  use.  They  will  refuse 
to  associate  with  the  members  of  their  own  calling  or  profession,  lest 
the  superior  abilities  of  some,  or  the  more  advantageous  business  re- 
lations of  others,  may  interpose  an  insuperable  barrier  to  their  own 
efforts  for  rapid  advancement  and  early  gains.  They  even  dread  to 
stand  upon  the  same  footing  with  others,  lest  they  may  sometimes  be 
required  to  participate  in  a  common  expenditure  for  a  common  bene- 
fit. This  would  be  opposed  to  a  dearly  cherished  principle  of  action, 
which  is,  in  plain  terms,  to  get  as  much  as  they  can  for  as  little  .as 
they  can.  Selfishness  conceals  from  their  minds  the  fact,  that  there  is 
nothing  incompatible  in  the  exercise  of  the  largest  liberality  towards 
others,  and  the  most  careful  attention  to  one's  own  interests.  They  lose 
sight  of  that  great  central  truth,  which  leaches  that  no  single  individual 
possesses  all  knowledge,  or  is  alone  capable  of  conferring  benefits  ;  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  however  pure  or  great  he  may  be,  however  nu- 
merous his  possessions,  men  will  be  found,  capable  of  imparting  to 
him  information  and  instruction  in  various  departments  of  knowl- 
edge, and  requiting  his  every  favor.  Failing  to  perceive  this,  they 
go  through  life,  "  their  hand  against  every  man,  and  every  man's 
hand  against  them." 

Of  such,  deceit  is  a  prominent  characteristic.  Having  deceived 
themselves  in  a  fundamental  point,  it  is  but  natural  that  they  should 
endeavor  to  cheat  others  likewise.  The  consequence  is,  that  thev 
weave  about  themselves  a  net,  invisible  indeed,  yet  too  stron^  to  be 
broken.  It  is  gradually  and  imperceptibly  formed  ;  still  the  labors  of 
every  day  appear  in  new  meshes,  which  are  forever  to  shut  up  their 
better  nature,  and  fatally  mar  their  life's  prosperity. 

It  would  seem  to  one,  whose  reach  of  thought,  and  elevation  of 
character,  qualified  him  for  the  task  of  judging,  that  the  man  who 
should  pursue  a  course  of  conduct,  so  entirely  at  variance  with  his 
best  interests,  must  be  partially  insane,  did  he  not  know  the  govern- 
ing principles  of  his  life,  and   the  controlling  motives  in  every  act. 
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That  web  of  fraud  or  falsehood,  which  he  has  been  so  long  and  indus- 
triously weaving,  to  entrap  others,  soon  envelops  the  deluded  being 
who  constructed  it,  and  can  rarely  be  removed.  It  will  go  with  him 
through  life,  it  will  enwrap  his  soul  as  with  a  mantle,  when  it  quits 
the  body,  and  appear  with  it,  in  all  its  foulness  and  impurity,  at  the 
great  day  of  account. 

You  will  recognize  representatives  from  this  class  too,  among  us, 
some  of  whom,  if  not  all,  it  is  hoped,  may  be  influenced,  for  their  and 
our  own  good,  if  proper  incentives  to  a  change  of  conduct  be  pre- 
sented to  their  minds,  at  the  proper  time,  and  by  suitable  persons. 
They  are  chafed  by  the  cords  that  encircle  them,  and  become  irritable 
in  temper  and  feelings.  Every  thing  conspires  to  make  them  so,  and 
to  render  this  frame  of  mind,  when  once  developed,  permanent.  We 
should  approach  them  to  do  them  good,  and  mindful  of  their  state, 
treat  them  with  gentleness,  and  in  a  spirit  of  kindness  and  forbear- 
ance. Actuated  by  no  commendable  motives  it  is  true,  they  have 
strayed  far  from  the  path  of  rectitude.  This  however,  by  no  means 
lessens  our  obligations  to  convince  them,  if  possible,  of  their  error, 
and  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  reclaim  them.  The  one  class  of  our 
brethren  have  gone  astray,  thoughtlessly,  and  in  ignorance  of  the 
consequences  that  awaited  their  conduct.  These  have  a  claim  upon 
our  benevolent  sympathies,  and  we  are  bound  to  point  out  to  them  a 
better  way,  and  encourage  them  to  walk  therein. 

The  other  class,  notwithstanding  they  have  little  claim  upon  our 
sympathies,  or  feelings  of  charity,  are  still  entitled,  in  the  bonds  of  a 
common  brotherhood,  to  that  counsel,  and  those  warnings,  which 
wiser  and  better  men  are  competent  to  give,  and  which  may  result 
in  great  good.  An  offender,  seeing  his  error,  may,  if  a  suitable  op- 
portunity be  presented,  retrace  his  steps.  It  is  our  duty  to  provide 
such. 

Our  organization  furnishes  the  means  through  which  they  may  be 
successfully  approached,  and  possibly  restored,  to  th,e  body  of  which 
they  are  the  natural  members.  We  have  connected  with  us,  men  of 
wisdom  and  merit,  men  of  age  and  experience  in  the  world,  men 
whose  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  erring  could  be  attributed  to  no  selfish 
motive,  and  might  be  attended  with  the  most  happy  results.  To 
them  may  we  safely  confide  the  delicate  task  of  performing,  in  behalf 
of  our  organization,  all  such  duties  towards  those  who,  from  whatever 
cause,  have  severed  the  bonds  of  a  suitable  professional  relationship, 
as  the  honor  and  usefulness  of  this  Society  may  require. 

There  are,  I  am  fully  aware,  men  belonging  to  the  class  of  whom 
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we  are  now  speaking,  whose  conduct  almost  impels  us  to  anger  ; 
some  of  whom,  most  of  whom  perhaps,  are  wholly  incorrigible  under 
any  system  of  management  ;  yet,  let  me  ask,  has  enough  been  done 
by  us  as  individuals,  or  as  members  of  this  body,  for  those  belong- 
ing to  it  ?  Are  we  not  guilty  in  this  thing?  Governed  by  feel- 
ings irritated  by  the  perverse,  dishonorable,  and  even  dishonest  prac- 
tices of  some,  have  we  not  too  hastily  formed  the  sweeping  conclu- 
sion, that  no  success  will  avail  for  the  improvement  or  reformation  of 
any.  Let  each  enquire,  what  is  now  the  language  of  his  heart,  when 
he  learns  that  a  professional  brother  has  done  foolishly  or  wickedly  ? 
Is  it,  would  that  he  had  maintained  his  integrity  inviolate,  and  stood 
forth  in  untarnished  honor,  still,  before  men  i  or  rather,  let  him 
alone,  let  him  reap  the  bitter  fruits  of  his  own  doings,  and  as  a  bea- 
con, warn  others  by  his  fate,  against  pursuing  a  similar  career.  Fi- 
nally, let  me  enquire  of  you,  which  of  these  is  the  more  manly,  lib- 
eral, Christian  ? 

In  all  this,  I  am  asking  for  no  qualification  in  our  terms  of  associa- 
tion, for  no  compromise  with  dishonor,  knavery  or  deceit,  for  no 
undue  toleration  of  errorists,  but  simply,  that  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  the  commanding  position  we  occupy,  from  which  we  can 
speak  with  authority,  and  without  the  imputation  of  selfishness,  to 
enlighten,  and,  if  possible,  reform  those  belonging  to  the  classes 
respectively,  of  which  we  have  just  spoken. 

Having  considered  the  topics  which  are  suggested  by  the  con- 
templation of  those  personal  and  reciprocal  influences,  which  a 
healthy,  vigorous  medical  organization  is  adapted  to  efiect,  and  indeed, 
can  scarcely  fail  to  produce,  we  are  now  prepared  for  another  branch 
of  our  subject,  and  may  consider  in  the  next  place,  the  facilities 
which  are  afforded, for  acquiring  and  disseminating  useful  knowledge. 

The  County  Societies  will  first,  and  especially,  claim  our  notice. 
Occupying,  as  they  do,  a  middle  place  between  the  individual  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  State  Society  on  the  other,  we  may  safely  infer, 
that  whatever  means  may  be  adopted,  by  which  they  shall  be  made 
the  instruments  of  good,  will  be  equally  serviceable  to  all  at  either 
extreme. 

Let  us  then,  suppose  a  County  Society,  the  members  of  which, 
animated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  for  professional  improve- 
ment, are  ready  to  adopt,  and  submit  to  all  the  inconvenience  and 
fatigue  incident  to  it,  any  plan  by  which  this  object  may  be  attained. 

Divide  then  your  members  into  two,  four  or  more  classes,  as  shall 
seem  to  be  most  desirable  ;  select  for  each  a  subject  for  study,  obser- 
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vation  and  investigation,  and  require  from  its  Chairman,  a  written 
report,  at  the  meeting  next  succeeding.  Let  them  not  be  subjects, 
novel  and  strange,  which  furnish  few  practical  examples  during  a 
life  of  professional  observation  ;  but  rather,  such  as  are  comparatively 
familiar. 

Fear  not  that  these  will  fail  to  furnish  matter  of  interest  and  instruc- 
tion to  members,  or  that  entire  unanimity  of  opinion  or  practice  with 
respect  to  them,  will  be  found  to  exist.  A  few  trials  will  resolve 
your  fears,  and  doubtless  change  your  minds.  Require  your  several 
committees  to  consider  their  respective  subjects  practically,  having 
reference  mainly,  to  the  satisfying  of  such  enquiries  as  will  naturally 
occur  to  an  intelligent,  active  member  of  the  profession.  Let  them 
ascertain  as  near  as  may  be,  the  numbers  who  suffer  from  the  diseases 
of  which  they  are  each  to  take  especial  note,  and  the  deaths  that  are 
occasioned  by  them  respectively.  Let  them  report  the  circumstan- 
ces that  attend  their  development  and  progress  to  their  termination, 
the  treatment  employed,  accurately,  and  in  detail,  and  its  apparent 
effect;  the  age,  occupation  and  habits  of  the  patient;  the  predispo- 
sing and  proximate  causes,  so  far  as  they  can  be  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained ;  the  locality  in  which  the  patient  resides,  whether  upon  a 
hill  or  in  a  valley  ;  in  a  primitive  or  alluvial  district,  upon  a  damp 
soil,  or  one  well  drained  ;  together  with  any  other  facts  that  may 
serve  to  elucidate  the  case,  and  add  to  the  interest  or  information  of 
members.  Finally,  let  each  committee  present  the  general  truth 
which  may  be  fairly  deducible  from  a  careful  survey  of  the  subject, 
and  leave  it  impressed  as  strongly  as  possible  upon  the  minds  of  all. 
By  bringing  the  energies  of  the  whole  medical  mind  of  a  County,  to 
concentrated  action  upon  a  few  subjects  of  the  utmost  practical  im- 
portance, and  in  reference  to  which,  we  enjoy  the  most  favorable 
opportunity  for  observation  and  investigation,  we  cannot  fail  to  collect 
an  immense  mass  of  the  most  valuable  material,  with  respect  to  which, 
explanations  may  be  made,  if  required,  discussions  permitted,  and 
data  furnished  for  most  accurate  pathological  deductions. 

The  facts  and  observations  presented  in  the  reports  prepared  for  the 
County  meetings,  should  be  collated  by  a  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose,  which  might  well  consist  of  the  Fellows  elect  of  the 
County,  and  those  of  special  value  and  importance,  forwarded  in 
proper  form,  to  the  Convention,  there  to  be  again  read  and  consid- 
ered, and  the  good  they  are  capable  of  conferring,  spread  throughout 
the  State. 

A  single  County  has  been  the  basis  of  the  above  remarks,  yet  they 


27 

will  apply  equally  well  to  every  and  all  other  Counties  of  the  State, 
which  by  an  equally  diligent  use  of  the  means  and  opportunities  at  their 
disposal,  might  collect  an  equal  amount  of  facts  and  information,  to 
swell  the  mass  already  accumulated.  Indeed,  they  would  furnish 
matter  for  deductions  of  great  interest,  and  possibly  of  far  greater 
proportionate  practical  value,  than  a  single  County  could  be  expected 
to  do.  For  example,  these  returns  would  show  in  what  portions  of 
the  State,  the  diseases  considered  were  most,  and  where  least  preva- 
lent ;  where  they  were  most  severe,  and  where  their  course  proves 
generally  mild.  In  regard  to  some  diseases,  we  know,  that  within 
the  limits  of  a  comparatively  small  district,  great  diversities  exist 
with  respect  to  their  prevalence,  if  not  their  severity.  I  believe  that 
a  careful  survey  of  this  State,  would  show,  that  typhus  fever  pre- 
vailed much  more  extensively  and  severely  in  some  parts  or  districts 
than  others  ;  and  probably  the  same  is  true  of  many  other  diseases. 
Should  such  prove  to  be  the  fact,  it  might  lead  to  examinations  that 
would  present  important  practical  truths,  of  much  interest  to  society, 
as  well  as  to  the  profession. 

Thus  would  each  and  every  part,  become  a  contributor  of  the  most 
valuable  and  interesting  information  to  every  other  part,  receiving  in 
return,  more  than  an  equivalent  in  kind,  from  its  associate  members, 
and  furnishing  to  every  individual  belonging  to  the  Society,  the  re- 
sults of  the  experience  of  the  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  physi- 
cians, now  practicing  in  the  State,  together  with  the  leading  facts 
upon  which  they  are  founded.  How  else  could  a  like  amount  of 
equally  authentic,  and  valuable  information  be  obtained  ;  and  is  any 
thing  more  required  to  secure  it,  in  all  the  vigor  and  freshness  of  its 
prime,  than  for  each  to  resolve  to  perform  his  allotted  portion  of  the 
task  of  obtaining  and  recording  it  ?  a  task  by  no  means  difficult  of 
accomplishment,  when  once  resolutely  undertaken. 

Let  us  next  enquire  briefly,  from  what  sources  our  early  profes- 
sional information  is  derived,  and  the  character  of  it;  for  even  this 
may  furnish  us  an  argument  in  favor  of  prosecuting  the  scheme  now 
before  us. 

They  are,  it  must  be  admitted,  legitimate  and  approved.  Our 
text-books  are  from  authors  of  high  and  deserved  reputation,  our  lec- 
turers gentlemen  of  eminence  in  their  several  departments  of  instruc- 
tion. They,  however,  are  obliged  to  confine  themselves  mostly  to 
general  principles,  correct  indeed,  yet  of  such  extended  and  varied 
application,  as  to  produce  often,  a  vague  and  indefinite  impression 
upon  the  mind  of  the  young  auditor.     Besides,  many,  if  not  all  the 
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cases  presented  in  illustration  of  these  principles,  are  themselves  fur- 
nished from  the  clinical  wards  of  a  hospital.  But  are  not  the  inmates 
of  hospitals,  you  may  ask,  human  beings  ?  Certainly,  but  those  gen- 
erally, whose  constitutions  are  so  completely  subverted  hy  long-con- 
tinued disease,  by  dissipation  or  privations  of  every  kind,  as  no  longer 
to  present  more  than  a  remote  type  of  sound  humanity  struggling 
with  disease.  Crowded  together  also,  as  they  usually  are,  in  these 
receptacles  of  poverty  and  wretchedness,  the  air  confined  and  loaded 
with  the  effluvia  of  disease,  the  temperature  imperfectly  regulated,  the 
mind  depressed,  and  benumbed  by  excesses  or  disease,  it  is  but  reas- 
onable to  suppose,  that  their  modifying  influence  upon  the  develop- 
ment and  progress  of  disease  in  all  its  forms,  should  exist,  and  to  the 
experienced  eye,  be  strikingly  apparent.  My  remarks  apply,  of 
course,  to  medical,  in  contra-distinction  to  purely  surgical  forms  of 
disease.  Operative  surgery  is  better  studied  here  than  elsewhere, 
though  after-treatment  may  require  essential  modification,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depressing  effects  of  one  or  more  of  the  several  agents 
just  named. 

Notwithstanding  we  are  to  entertain  sentiments  of  sincere  gratitude 
towards  those  whose  hospital  researches  have  done  so  much  for  hu- 
manity, and  the  progress  of  medicine,  may  we  not,  in  view  of  the 
above  circumstances,  receive  an  ample  recompense  for  carefully  con- 
ducted researches  with  respect  to  the  semeiology,  pathology  and 
treatment  of  disease,  as  it  is  manifested  in  the  person  of  the  previous- 
ly vigorous  and  healthy  subject,  uninfluenced  by  those  modifying  cir- 
cumstances, which  are  the  necessary  accompaniment  of  hospital 
practice  ?  Advert  for  a  moment  to  the  outset  of  your  own  profes- 
sional life,  and  recall  the  perplexities  and  doubts  that  exercised  your 
minds  at  that  trying  period,  and  you  will  doubtless  discover,  that 
much  of  your  difficulty  originated  from  the  causes  we  are  now  con- 
sidering. To  all  members  of  our  profession,  of  whatever  age,  the 
measure  we  propose  will  prove  of  invaluable  service,  but  most  per- 
haps to  the  young ;  to  whose  earnest  consideration  it  principally 
commends  itself.  In  what  way  can  we  more  satisfactorily  attain  our 
end,  than  by  the  means  now  proposed  ?  The  dull  monotony,  and  the 
comparatively  small  results  that  attend  isolated,  individual  investiga- 
tions, are  here  removed,  and  all  the  stimulus  of  associated  effort,  in  a 
common  cause,  and  for  a  common  purpose,  with  its  stirring  results, 
is  ours.  Does  it  not  become  us,  physicians  of  Connecticut,  to  estab- 
lish the  pathology,  semeiology  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  this 
State,  on  facts  and  observations  of  our  own  diligent  and  careful  col- 
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lecting  ?  The  diseases  of  this  State,  are  doubtless  similar  to  those 
prevailing  throughout  New  England.  Of  this,  however,  we  are  not 
certain  ;  not  having  carefully  studied  them,  and  collected  the  facts 
necessary  to  establish  or  refute  the  proposition.  Be  this  however  as 
it  may,  our  interest  in  the  investigation  will  not  be  less,  nor  our  re- 
ward the  smaller,  for  having  settled  this  question.  We  should  in  this 
manner,  be  sure  to  take  careful  note  of  the  progress  and  return  of 
epidemic  constitutions,  so  well  observed  by  the  illustrious  Sydenham, 
and  not  improbably,  ultimately  discover  much  that  might  be  turned 
to  good  account,  in  the  treatment  or  prevention  of  disease.  A  wide 
range  of  observation,  too,  might  lead  to  the  detection  of  the  causes 
upon  which'  epidemic  influences  depend,  and  through  these,  to  the 
discovery  of  modes  of  modifying,  if  not  wholly  avoiding  their  effects. 
Nothing  like  definite  notions  prevail  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  season 
upon  the  human  constitution,  though  the  fact  of  its  influence  is  ad- 
mitted, and  doubtless  affects  our  treatment  of  disease.  This  would 
furnish  a  grand  topic  for  observation  ;  the  record  of  facts,  and  public 
discussion.  Of  speculations  we  might  easily  obtain  a  supply,  but 
of  facts,  founded  on  careful,  systematic,  intelligent  observation, 
recorded  when  made,  not  left  till  partially  forgotten,  and  the  interest 
which  the  search  elicited,  quite  gone,  a  careful  examination  would 
indicate  a  great,  if  not  culpable  deficiency. 

Let  each  systematize  his  time,  and  make  due  arrangements  for  the 
suitable  investigation  of  the  subject  which  has  been  assigned  to  the 
committee  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  carefully  and  promptly 
record  his  facts;  transmitting  them  at  a  time  previously  fixed  upon, 
to  the  Chairman,  for  examination,  as  a  basis,  in  common  with  those 
of  others,  of  an  elaborate  report,  first  to  the  County,  and  subsequently 
to  the  State  Society.  If  any  find  it  impossible  to  be  present  at  the 
reading  of  the  reports  of  the  several  committees,  and  the  action  of  the 
Society  upon  them,  they  might  at  least  attend,  when  their  own  report 
was  brought  forward  for  reading  and  discussion. 

To  appear  first,  in  such  a  field  of  enquiry,  to  be  first,  in  establishing 
the  principles  of  practice,  on  a  systematic,  organized  plan  of  opera- 
tions, embracing  an  entire  State,  would  be  no  small  honor,  nor  less  of 
substantial  and  lasting  benefit,  to  those  who  should  embark  in  the 
undertaking.  It  would  secure  to  that  body  of  physicians  who  might 
enter  successfully  upon  it,  a  character  for  energy  and  far-reaching 
intelligence,  that  would  redound  greatly  to  their  honor  everywhere, 
and  extend  immeasurably  the  limits  of  their  usefulness. 

As  a  profession,  it  should  be  our  earnest  effort,  and  a  source  of 
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honest  pride,  to  be  preeminent,  first,  among  the  profession  of  the  sister 
States  comprising  our  republic  ;  and  secondly,  to  desire  for  the  whole 
profession  of  all  the  States,  a  like  preeminence  over  those  of  other 
nations  and  countries.  Of  late,  Connecticut  seems  to  have  forgotten 
the  proud  position  she  once  held  as  ajnember  of  the  confederacy,  and 
to  have  rested  upon  her  laurels,  while  the  spirit  by  which  she  was 
then  animated,  seems  to  ebb  in  the  hearts  of  her  children.  It  is  so, 
in  other  matters,  as  well  as  those  having  reference  more  particularly 
to  our  profession.  The  sons  of  those  sires  that  have  won  for  Con- 
necticut her  well-earned  fame,  are  now  here,  and  if  they  would  but 
put  forth  their  strength,  she  would  rise  again  to  the  same  relative 
place  which  she  once  held  among  the  sisterhood  of  States.  Gentle- 
men, this  sentiment  wants  culture,  and  let  it  be  one  of  the  incentives 
to  the  bold  resolve  I  now  urge  you  to  make. 

But  what  is  to  become  of  the  sick  and  suffering  of  the  County  dur- 
ing those  deliberations,  which  such  preparations  as  we  propose,  may 
justly  demand  ?  It  is  possible,  that  here  and  there,  a  patient  may  be 
neglected  ;  indeed  there  may  be  pain  and  suffering  which  we  would 
most  gladly  relieve  ;  but  must  this  deprive  us  of  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  the  faithful  prosecution  of  our  measure  ?  Suppose  each 
member  to  return  to  his  accustomed  round  of  duty,  with  but  a  single 
new  idea,  his  mind  stimulated  by  contact  with  other  minds,  and  his 
interest  in  the  brethren  as  well  as  his  professional  pursuits,  greatly 
increased — and  this  is  a  modest  estimate  of  the  good  we  may  safely 
claim — of  how  much  greater  worth  to  his  patients  and  friends  will 
be  his  services,  for  the  succeeding  year,  and  with  how  much  more 
alacrity  will  they  be  performed,  than  they  would  otherwise  have 
been  ?  Will  not  these  advantages  far  more  than  counterbalance  the 
inconvenience,  or  the  positive  harm  that  might  possibly  result  from 
his  temporary  absence  ? 

But  again,  is  it  not  a  duty  to  avail  yourselves  of  these  modes  of 
professional  advancement  ?  How  can  one,  engaged  in  a  life-work 
involving  responsibilities  so  numerous  and  great  as  are  those  of  the 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
keep  back,  or  hold  himself  aloof,  from  such  means  of  knowledge,  which 
are  brought  to  his  very  doors  ?  A  calico-manufacturer,  or  the  maker 
of  wooden  combs,  would  not  do  thus.  He  would  perceive  at  once, 
that  his  only  chance  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  his  business,  de- 
pended upon  his  keeping  up  with  the  times.  If  from  a  want  of 
shrewdness,  or  in  consequence  of  slothfulness  and  inactivity,  he  falls 
ever  so  little  in  the  rear,  in  the  strife  of  a  vigorous  and  persevering 
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competition,  "  his  occupation's  gone."  Ought  not  men,  animated  as 
I  doubt  not  we  are,  by  far  higher  considerations,  to  be  equally  inter- 
ested in  the  progress  of  medicine,  with  the  manufacturer,  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  petty  details  of  his  art  ? 

Again,  gentlemen,  consider  for  a  little  while,  the  character  of  our 
labors,  as  they  bear  upon  our  physical  energies.  No  class  of  men, 
bond  or  free,  poor  or  rich,  so  unremittingly,  year  after  year,  day  and 
night,  devote  themselves  to  their  avocations,  as  do  we.  Occasional 
seasons  of  repose  fall  to  the  lot  of  others.  They  know,  that  at  cer- 
tain seasons  little  will  be  required  of  them,  and  then  arrives  the  period 
for  relaxation  and  amusement.  Hope  comes  to  their  support,  even 
in  the  hour  of  severest  labor,  to  give  elasticity  to  their  minds,  and 
increased  energy  to  their  frames.  Others,  too,  can  delegate  duty  to 
assistants,  who  in  turn,  find  relief  from  toil  by  bearing  in  succession 
the  burthens  imposed  upon  them. 

But  none  of  these  privileges  are  ours.  We  can  do  no  business  by 
proxy.  Knowing  not  what  an  hour  may  bring  forth,  we  must  sleep 
with  our  armor  on.  Such  duties  soon  tell,  by  the  whitened  locks, 
the  furrowed  cheeks  and  brow,  and  the  bending  frame,  the  wastes 
they  are  making  upon  the  life-principle  of  the  man.  Of  this  how- 
ever, we  would  not  complain.  We  have  chosen  our  occupation,  and 
must  pursue  it  like  men.  These  circumstances,  however,  do  furnish 
a  valid  reason  for  an  occasional  withdrawal  from  our  accustomed 
round  of  duty,  to  consult  together  for  the  great  interests  of  man — his 
health  and  life.  By  this,  we  but  show  the  greater  and  more  enlight- 
ened devotion  to  our  high  calling;  returning  to  it  with  increased 
knowledge,  enlarged  views,  and  still  stronger  incentives  to  be  taithful 
in  all  things  unto  death. 

Let  us  next  enquire,  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  prosecution  of 
our  proposed  measure,  upon  the  public  mind.  Our  movements  are 
observed  by  the  people,  from  varying  motives  doubtless,  yet  in  part 
because  they  are  interested  in  them.  It  the  profession  is  known  to 
have  adopted  a  systematic,  comprehensive  plan  of  improvement, 
which  it  is  energetically  pursuing;  if  in  every  town  and  district 
throughout  the  State,  the  people  observe  their  physician,  attentively 
and  with  interest,  taking  note  of  some  one  or  more  forms  of  disease  ; 
if  he  is  known  to  take  special  pains  to  obtain  accurate  information 
with  respect  to  his  subject,  and  is  at  length  seen,  after  the  lapse  of  a 
vcai's  patient  research,  to  go  to  mingle  the  measure  of  facts  which 
he  has  accumulated,  with  that  of  his  brethren  far  and  near,  imparting 
and  receiving  a  rich  treasure  of  professional  information  ;  perceiving 
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this,  what  must  be  their  inference  ?  Clearly,  that  the  physicians  of 
their  County  have  associated  themselves  together,  for  the  commend- 
able purpose  of  professional  improvement,  and  that  by  means  ot  it, 
they  shall  themselves,  ultimately  become  participants  in  the  bene- 
fit. To  learn  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  as  they  will  do  in  many 
places,  will  serve  to  create  in  their  minds,  if  it  do  not  already  exist, 
a  sense  of  the  magnitude  of  our  work,  both  with  respect  to  the  labor 
performed,  and  its  results,  and  the  vast  superiority  of  those  who  have 
access  to  these  means  of  improvement,  over  those  who,  from  what- 
ever cause,  are  deprived  of  them.  This  will  be  their  first  conclusion, 
without  reference  to  the  motives  by  which  we  are  actuated.  But  if 
besides,  they  discover  that  we  examine  with  candor,  and  intelligent 
interest,  whatever  is  entitled  to  our  attention,  rejecting  nothing  in 
consequence  of  its  source,  or  because  it  is  at  variance  with  precon- 
ceived notions,  but  because  it  fails  when  submitted  to  the  only  true 
test,  that  of  careful,  well-conducted  experiment,  they  will  form 
another,  and  still  more  important  conclusion,  viz.  that  we  are  actua- 
ted by  benevolent  as  well  as  enlightened  motives,  and  will  yield  a 
far  more  ready  acquiescence  to  our  opinions  in  respect  to  other  things. 
Indeed,  will  not  a  proceeding  like  this,  secure  to  us  a  place  in  public 
confidence,  sympathy  and  favor,  invaluable  alike  to  all  ? 

Let  us  next  contemplate  briefly,  the  condition  of  those  of  the  pro- 
fession who,  though  of  us,  might  not  be  with  us  in  this  measure  of 
professional  improvement.  Indifferent  to  the  changes  going  on 
around  them,  taking  no  part  with  their  brethren  in  their  scheme  for 
mutual  improvement,  they  must  of  necessity  deprive  themselves  of 
the  sustaining  sympathy,  if  not  the  favor  of  the  profession.  The 
largest  charity  could  not  regard  with  approval,  a  professional  specta- 
tor indifferent  to  such  a  measure.  The  members  of  the  Society 
would  doubtless  regret,  both  on  his  and  their  own  account,  the  course 
he  was  pursuing,  and  would  make  every  effort  to  awaken  an  interest 
in  his  mind,  and  engage  his  co-operation  in  their  undertaking ;  for 
this  would  be  their  duty,  as  benevolent  and  enlightened  men.  Be- 
yond this,  they  could  not  be  made  responsible. 

They  would  moreover  deprive  themselves  of  all  those  opportunities 
for  improvement  which  have  been  named,  together  with  the  friendly 
counsel,  the  cordial  co-operation  and  aid  of  their  brethren;  not  incon- 
sequence of  ill  will  or  positive  aversion  on  the  part  of  the  latter,  but 
because  there  was  little  in  common,  either  in  sentiment  or  sympathy, 
between  them.  This  contrast,  also,  would  not  escape  the  notice  of 
a  shrewd  and  observant  people.     No  more  would  the  active,  intelli- 
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gent,  enquiring  physician  engage  their  attention,  than  those  whom 
we  are  now  considering.  On  the  one  hand,  they  observe  energy 
and  diligence  in  the  great  business  of  professional  life,  on  the  other, 
indifference  at  least,  if  not  sloth  and  inactivity.  On  the  one  hand, 
they  perceive  the  exercise  of  a  spirit  of  research  and  investigation, 
implying  that  the  mind  in  which  it  has  taken  up  its  abode,  is  not 
wholly  satisfied  with  what  is,  but  seeks  for  progress  in  the  discovery 
of  new  truths  and  principles,  while  on  the  other  again,  they  behold  a 
disposition  to  that  course  which  custom  and  habit  have  made  easy,  and 
circumstances  convenient,  and  a  disinclination  lochange,  because  it  re- 
quires thought,  and  may  render  some  degree  of  exertion  imperative. 
With  respect  to  a  contrast  like  this,  the  people  speculate,  as  well  as 
upon  other  things,  in  which,  perhaps,  their  interests  are  less  vitally 
concerned,  and  their  conclusion  will  be,  nine  times  in  ten,  that  he  who 
is  not  a  member  of  the  Association,  is  disqualified  for  becoming  so, 
either  from  a  want  of  suitable  attainments,  or  in  consequence  of 
some  delinquency  or  defect  of  character,  or  that  a  culpable  degree  of 
slothfulness  and  indifference  to  the  great  interests  of  his  life,  has 
taken  possession  of  his  mind.  What,  let  me  now  ask,  would  be  the 
relative  chances  of  obtaining  a  professional  practice  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  successful  prosecution  of  it  on  the  other,  of  a  physician  be- 
lono'in'r  to  the  class  whom  I  have  last  described,  and  the  former  ?  Would 
they  be  equal  ?  Would  they  be  half  as  good  in  the  latter  case  as  in  the 
former  ?  Would  not  he  who  should  look  with  cold  indifference  upon 
our  measure,  or  manifest  towards  it  sentiments  of  positive  disfavor, 
most  certainly  fail  of  ultimate  success  in  the  struggle  of  professional 
competition? 

When  the  spirit  which  will  conduct  to  such  results  as  have  been 
considered,  is  fairly  awakened  among  us,  proper  apartments  for  the 
meetings  of  this  Society  will  be  required,  and  a  suitable  repository  for 
such  collections  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  ;  whether  they 
be  books,  documents,  specimens  in  morbid  or  healthy  anatomy,  or 
any  of  the  several  departments  of  natural  history. 

We  shall  not  digress  essentially,  if  we  pause  a  moment  to  consider 
the  subject  of  a  room  or  hall  for  the  purposes  indicated,  together 
with  its  effect  upon  the  professional  mind  throughout  the  State. 
That  it  will  be  a  matter  for  grave  deliberation  by  this  body,  at  no 
distant  day,  and  of  ultimate  action,  as 'it  is  now  of  speculation,  I  do 
not  hesitate  unqualifiedly  to  assert.  It  will  constitute  a  professional 
era,  not  more  in  its  accomplishment,  than  in  the  impulse  it  will  give 
to  the  energy  and  mental  activity  of  our  medical  men  ;  awakening  in 
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their  hearts  a  new,  and  more  lively  sense  of  their  united  influence  and 
professional  responsibility.  Here,  the  largest  plans  for  professional 
improvement  may  be  considered  and  arranged  ;  here,  whatever  there 
is  of  special  interest  and  value  to  the  profession,  may  be  deposited 
and  preserved;  this,  we  may  regard  as  the  home  of  our  Society,  not 
for  the  few  short  years  during  which  it  may  be  our  privilege  to  as- 
semble here,  but  for  the  successive  generations  that  are  to  follow  us 
through  all  future  time.  Here,  in  some  one  or  all  of  its  several  de- 
partments,  will  be  represented  the  professional  mind  of  the  entire 
State,  and  to  this  it  will  turn,  as  the  seat  of  its  associated  power,  and 
the  scene  of  its  public  labors.  Here,  we  may  give  a  permanent  ex- 
pression to  the  long  cherished  sympathies  of  the  heart,  and  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  those,  whom  in  life  we  honored  and  esteemed, 
and  from  whom,  "  in  their  death,  we  would  not  be  wholly  divided." 
Its  walls  will  be  adorned  with  the  portraits  of  the  good  and  distin- 
guished of  the  profession,  while  tastefully  and  appropriately  disposed, 
will  be  displayed  the  busts  of  others,  equally  deserving  an  honorable 
remembrance.  Flere,  every  County  may  record  her  grateful  sense  of 
surpassing  excellencies  in  her  distinguished  sons,  and  preserve  upon 
the  canvass  or  in  marble,  the  lineaments  of  those  whose  merits  may 
deserve  the  noble  tribute. 

Assembled  in  such  a  place,  surrounded  with  the  numerous  and  in- 
structive evidences  of  the  skill,  industry  and  learning  of  the  past  and 
present  age  ;  beholding  upon  its  walls,  or  sculptured  in  ever-during 
marble,  the  forms  and  features  of  those  who,  living  were  the  pride 
and  ornament  of  our  profession,  and  whose  names  we  ever  love  to 
speak ;  how  profoundly  penetrated  will  be  every  mind  by  these  sa- 
cred memorials,  and  how  intensely  stimulated  to  high  and  honorable 
effort,  both  for  individual  advancement,  and  the  perpetual  prosperity 
of  our  organization. 

Another  desirable  purpose  which  our  organization  is  intended  to 
subserve,  consists  in  the  proper  training  of  young  men  for  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  In  reference  to  our  profession,  this  subject  occu- 
pies the  same  relative  place,  that  the  proper  instruction  of  its  chil- 
dren does  to  the  stability  and  prosperity  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  character  and  respectability,  if  not  the  very  existence  of  both, 
depend  upon  it.  Elevate  or  depress  the  standard  of  attainment  re- 
quired for  professional  honors,  and  the  effect  becomes  immediately 
apparent  in  our  public  councils,  in  private  professional  intercourse, 
and  upon  the  popular  mind. 

We  have  already  considered  some  of  the  results,  that  may  reason- 
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ably  be  anticipated  from  the  faithful,  vigorous,  and  withal  judicious 
use  of  our  organic  power  ;  but  this  is  predicated  wholly  upon  suita- 
ble preliminary  attainments  on  the  part  of  those  who  constitute  it. 
None  but  men  of  sound  and  well  cultivated  minds,  could  accomplish 
the  task,  which  the  execution  of  our  scheme  enjoins.  We  should 
require,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  those  who  enter  our  ranks,  acquisi- 
tions such  as  will  enable  them  to  perform  their  part  of  our  united  la- 
bor. To  attain  this  object,  it  is  necessary  that  each  member  who  re- 
ceives into  his  office  a  student  of  medicine,  should  look  well,  first,  to 
his  moral  qualities  ;  secondly,  to  the  strength  and  vigor  of  his  intel- 
lect ;  and  thirdly,  to  his  attainments.  It  appears  to  me  unwise,  if  not 
positively  mischievous,  to  regard  only  or  principally,  the  medical  sys- 
tems of  instruction,  existing  at  the  present  time,  in  Europe,  making 
them  our  standard,  in  preparing  the  student  for  professional  life.  It 
would  be  quite  as  well,  nay,  far  better,  if  those  who  assume  this  re- 
sponsible relation,  would  recur  to  their  own  experience,  as  students 
and  practitioners,  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other,  to  the  amount 
of  knowledge  demanded  fur  the  sate  and  successful  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  its  several  departments.  Governed  by  the  decision  to  which 
a  candid  survey  of  the  subject,  viewed  in  this  light,  would  conduct 
them,  there  would  be  little  occasion  for  that  action  with  reference  to 
it,  which  is  now  deemed  requisite,  by  the  profession  in  all  parts  of 
our  country.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  any  young  man,  whatever 
his  abilities,  can  acquire,  in  the  period  assigned  for  professional  study, 
that  thorough  acquaintance  with  medicine  in  its  several  departments, 
which  the  interests  of  the  public,  and  his  own  best  good  equally,  and 
imperatively  demand,  without  possessing  a  sound  and  vigorous  intel- 
lect, cultivated  and  improved  by  study. 

The  truth  of  this  sentiment,  is  practically  exemplified  in  the  his- 
tory of  many  of  the  junior  members  of  the  profession  ;  and  in  many 
cases  it  is  attributable  to  this  circumstance  alone,  that  the  practi- 
tioner wholly  fails  of  success,  or  reaches  only  a  humble  rank  in  his 
chosen  calling.  The  ardor  and  inexperience  of  youth  should  be  suit- 
ably repressed,  by  a  plain,  unvarnished  statement  of  facts,  together 
with  such  suggestions  as  will  naturally  occur  to  the  mind,  on  an  oc- 
casion like  this,  and  the  truth  be  made  to  appear,  that  it  is  far  better 
for  the  individual,  w  ithout  reference  to  the  public  weal,  to  take  more 
time  to  prosecute  his  professional  studies,  and  avail  himself  more 
fully  of  the  opportunities  for  improvement  which  are  open  to  him  as 
a  student,  than  to  rush,  after  the  briefest  period  of  preliminary  study 
that  the  law  allows,  into  all  the  weighty  and  perplexing  responsibili- 
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ties  and  trials  incident  to  practice.  Whoever  pursues  the  latter 
course,  has  his  profession  to  acquire  after  having  theoretically  attain- 
ed its  highest  honors.  All  arguments  growing  out  of  the  wants  of 
medical  science  by  the  people,  and  of  limited  pecuniary  means  on  the 
part  of  the  candidate,  are  wholly  worthless,  when  applied  to  the  case 
before  us.  The  people  will  not  employ  the  class  of  physicians  whom 
I  have  named,  as  our  daily  observation  teaches  ;  and  as  to  pecuniary 
means,  are  limited  rescources  any  argument  in  favor  of  a  man's  en- 
tering early  into  practice,  if,  subsequently,  with  increased  expendi- 
tures, his  means  of  support  are  to  be  in  no  way  increased  ? 

Duty  to  ourselves,  to  the  young  man  who  would  make  either  of  us 
his  professional  instructor,  and  to  the  public,  enjoin  it  upon  us  to  be 
especially  faithful  at  this  period,  fraught  with  such  serious  conse- 
quences. Those  three  important  requisites  that  have  been  named, 
should  severally  be  applied  carefully  and  dispassionately  to  each,  and 
if  with  respect  to  either,  the  applicant  be  found  to  be  clearly  deficient, 
he  should,  with  a  statement  of  our  reasons  for  so  doing,  be  dismissed. 
Uniformity  of  action  on  the  part  of  members  with  respect  to  this  sub- 
ject, would  render  it  easy,  and  soon  introduce  to  practice,  a  class  of 
physicians  capable  of  discharging  with  ability  and  success  the  duties 
devolving  upon  them,  and  maintaining  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the 
profession.  We  are  now  happy  to  greet  as  members,  many  who 
have  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  requisite  to  make  them  useful,  and 
consequently,  safe  and  successful  physicians,  and  only  ask,  that  the 
same  caution  shall  be  exercised  towards  all  future  applicants.  The 
course  will  be  popular,  both  with  the  profession  at  large,  and  the 
people,  because  it  is  right  in  itself,  and  appears,  as  it  indeed  does,  to 
look  with  a  jealous  watchfulness  to  the  welfare  of  society. 

The  importance  of  this  feature  of  our  subject  will  more  fully  ap- 
pear when  we  consider  the  fact,  that  the  estimate  of  man  in  the  com- 
munity, is  founded  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  I  may  say  principally, 
upon  his  merits  in  the  several  respects  that  have  been  named.  We 
know,  that  incidental  circumstances  may,  at  the  outset  of  profes- 
sional life,  give  to  the  inferior  of  two  candidates  for  practice,  a  tem- 
porary advantage,  but  that  time,  the  only  unerring  toucb-stone  of 
true  merit,  will  assuredly  change  the  relation.  The  public  no  longer 
inquire,  when  estimating  the  claims  of  any  one,  from  what  ancestors 
he  sprung,  with  whom  he  pursued  his  professional  studies,  at  what 
medical  college  he  received  his  degree,  how  much  property  he  may 
possess,  nor  how  old  he  is.  These  are  questions  that  interested  the 
minds  of  other  days.     Now,  a  man  is  required  to  prove  that  he  pos- 
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sesses  what  his  professions  claim.  He  must  prove  himself  honest 
and  capable  in  his  calling,  by  direct  experiment,  performed,  often, 
under  circumstances,  most  trying  to  the  feelings,  as  well  as  princi- 
ples, and  unfavorable  to  success.  His  claim  to  a  sound  understand- 
ing, and  a  well  cultivated  intellect,  is  to  be  subjected  to  a  similar  or- 
deal. These  are  now  the  tests  to  which  the  candidate  for  profes- 
sional practice  and  distinction  must  make  up  his  mind  to  submit,  and 
if  he  consult  his  best  interests,  prepare  himself  accordingly. 

It  is  asserted,  I  know,  by  some,  that  this  matter  is  one  to  be  left 
for  decision  wholly  with  the  Faculties  of  our  respective  medical 
schools.  Having  it  in  their  power  to  require  three  years  of  study 
previous  to  graduation,  it  is  said  that  they  can  effectually  prevent 
the  ill  consequences  which  indifference  on  the  part  of  teachers  to 
those  leading  qualities  that  have  been  named  are  calculated  to  pro- 
duce, and  introduce  to  the  profession,  only  those  who  may  claim  the 
privilege,  by  compliance  with  stringent  regulations.  Admitting  this 
to  be  true,  is  it  right  for  us  to  evade  wholly  this  responsibility,  and 
receive  into  our  ollices  young  men,  however  doubtful  their  characters, 
however  feeble  their  mental  capacities,  however  meager  their  pre- 
liminary qualifications  for  prosecuting  professional  study  with  satis- 
factory success,  for  the  reason  solely,  that  they  are  able  to  pay  the 
cost  and  charges  incident  to  the  relation  of  instructor  and  pupil  ? 
leaving  it  for  the  Faculty  of  some  distant  medical  school,  who  can 
form  but  a  partial  acquaintance  with  the  numerous  students  who 
listen  to  their  lectures  during  the  brief  period  of  their  duration,  to 
disclose  to  the  unfortunate  young  man,  who  has  spent  years  of  valu- 
able time  in  unprofitable  study,  and  money  which  often  he  can  ill 
afford,  the  painful  fact,  that,  for  reasons,  which  were  equally  palpa- 
ble to  his  preceptor,  at  the  commencement  of  his  pupilage,  as  now  to 
themselves,  the  diploma  for  which  the  candidate  has  long  and  labori- 
ously been  striving,  will  not  be  granted  fcim,  and  that  he  cannot  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  that  institution,  for  the  practice  of  medicine.  Will 
any  dispassionate  mind,  in  view  of  the  whole  subject,  regard  it  as  an 
honorable  or  just  transaction  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  towards  his 
unfortunate  pupil,  or  towards  the  Faculty  of  the  school,  upon  whom, 
at  the  latest  moment,  he  imposes  this  painful  duty  ?  It  can  not,  nor 
will  the  responsibility  be  assumed  by  any  school,  any  where.  It  be- 
longs, of  necessity,  principally  with  us;  not  wholly,  I  cordially  agree, 
and  it  is  for  us  to  see  to  it,  that  we  are  true  to  ourselves,  true  to  those 
who  submit  themselves,  as  pupils  to  our  guidance  and  instruction, 
and  true  to  society,  in  this  department  of  professional  duty. 
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There  is  another  topic  which  has  hitherto  engaged  little  attention 
from  the  members  of  the  profession,  and  none  at  all  from  our  Socie- 
ties, whether  State  or  County  ;  one  too,  that  deserves  special  notice 
at  our  hands.  I  refer  to  the  biography  of  the  honored  dead.  Many 
of  our  profession,  who  have  served  faithfully,  with  eminent  ability, 
and  distinguished  success,  the  people  of  their  generation,  have  gone 
down  to  the  grave  and  been  forgotten,  because  no  friendly  hand  has 
appeared  to  record  their  names  and  merits.  Contemplate  for  a  mo- 
ment, the  history  of  our  profession  in  this  State.  It  is  almost  a 
blank.  The  dark  waters  of  oblivion  roll  over  it.  Were  one  of  us  to 
attempt  to  day,  the  task  of  writing  a  medical  history  of  Connecticut, 
what  authentic  material  could  he  command,  wherewith  to  accomplish 
the  work?  Exceptions,  it  must  be  admitted,  here  and  there  exist, 
which,  perhaps,  we  as  often  owe  to  a  grateful  patient,  who  has  him- 
self been  rescued  from  impending  death,  by  him  to  whom  he  offers 
this  tribute  of  affectionate  remembrance,  as  by  one  of  our  own  num- 
ber. Gentlemen,  can  we  afford  to  part  with  the  well-earned  fame 
of  these  noble  men,  who  have  gone  before  us,  at  so  cheap  a  rate  ? 
Is  it  not  unkind,  unfeeling,  for  the  sons  and  successors  of  such  sires 
and  predecessors,  thus  to  manifest  towards  them  such  marked  indif- 
ference ?  Call  to  mind,  I  pray  you,  some  worthy  professional  neigh- 
bor and  friend,  whom,  a  few  years  ago  you  well  knew,  whom  you 
had  long  known,  but  who  is  now  dead,  and  consider  the  difficulties 
that  would  meet  you  on  every  hand,  were  you  to  attempt  to  portray 
his  life,  as  exemplified  among  the  people  of  his  charge  ?  The  linea- 
ments of  his  long  familiar  face,  his  carriage  and  general  appearance, 
have  imperceptibly  faded  from  your  recollection,  crowded  into  the 
back-ground  of  your  memory,  by  the  pressure  of  thick,  and  ever- 
coming  events  ;  while  the  characteristic  features  of  his  mind,  his  pe- 
culiar sayings,  his  professional  views  and  practice,  his  manner  with 
the  sick,  the  general  habit  of  his  life,  these,  which  reveal  all  that  is 
truly  interesting  and  valuable  of  the  man,  these  are  still  less  distinctly 
retained  in  your  treacherous  memory.  Thus,  he  too,  however  dear 
in  life,  and  however  heartily  mourned  in  death,  will  soon  swell 
the  long  catalogue  of  the  forgotten  dead.  You  can  but  admit,  that 
this  ought  not  so  to  be  ;  that  there  are  names  "  whom  we  should 
not  willingly,  let  die."  The  past  we  cannot  recall.  It  is  gone,  laden 
with  the  rich  treasures  of  departed  worth.  But  the  present  is  ours, 
and  the  future,  as  it  relates  to  this  topic  of  mournful,  yet  pleasing 
interest,  is  subject  to  our  control.  Can  we  not  make  provision  now, 
against  a  contingency  which  we  must  all  deeply  deplore  ?     I  am  sure 
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the  question  meets  a  ready  and  cordial  response  from  every  heart, 
that  we  can  and  must.  What  then  shall  it  be  ?  It  must  be  simple, 
yet  effective,  and  pervade  the  entire  State.  Permit  me  to  suggest, 
that  a  Committee  be  appointed  at  each  annual  meeting,  in  every 
County,  who  shall  be  charged  with  this  sad  duty,  and  furnish  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  the  names,  together  with 
a  suitable  biography,  of  those,  who  have,  during  the  interval,  "  rested 
from  their  labors." 

The  papers  prepared  by  them,  well  and  carefully  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  each  County,  will  furnish  rich  and  ample  material,  where- 
with to  illustrate  every  succeeding  period  of  our  professional  history. 
In  order  to  subserve  the  great  purpose  for  which  they  are  designed, 
these  biographies,  should  be  both  discriminating  and  truthful,  to  a 
greater  degree  than  is  usual  in  writings  of  this  class.  Avoiding  care- 
fully the  language  of  exaggeration,  to  which  the  feelings  of  friend- 
ship so  strongly  incline,  those  to  whom  this  task  is  assigned,  should 
select,  for  preservation,  the  leading  incidents  and  events  in  the  life  of 
the  person  they  would  commemorate,  together  with  his  distinguish- 
ing characteristics,  "  extenuating  nothing,  nor  setting  down  aught  in 
malice."  To  the  elder  members  of  the  profession,  a  measure  of  this 
kind  would,  moreover,  be  highly  acceptable,  by  furnishing  them  an 
occasional  opportunity  to  go  back  into  the  past,  to  refresh  their  recol- 
lections of  departed  friends, — to  live  over  again  the  days  of  other 
years, — while  to  the  young  it  will  prove  a  strong  incentive  to  hon- 
orable effort,  and  the  Faithful  discbarge  of  duty. 

We  have  not  been  called  upon  in  our  organized  capacity,  for  some 
years,  to  unite  our  eflbrts  in  behalf  of  any  great  public  charity,  or 
work  of  reform.  The  records  of  this  body  however,  show  that  its 
labors  at  different  periods,  have  been  expended  in  successful  endeav- 
ors, so  to  arouse  and  interest  the  public  mind,  as  to  secure  its  coop- 
eration, in  the  accomplishment  of  undertakings,  having  for  their  ob- 
ject, the  amelioration  and  cure  of  certain  direful  forms  of  disease. 

The  fruits  of  these  united  professional  labors,  most  commendably 
seconded  by  an  enlightened  and  benevolent  people,  we  now  behold  in 
yonder  noble  pile,  dedicated  to  the  relief  and  cure  of  insanity.  In 
reference  to  Others,  says  a  late  President  of  this  Society,* "  The  pro- 
fession first  suggested  the  possibility  of  instructing  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
in  the  art  of  reading  and  writing— of  teaching  them  the  manner  of 
communicating  by  signs — of  furnishing  the  mind  with  abstract  ideas, 
and  leading  it  from   nature,  through  the  paths  of  systematic  instruc- 
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tion,  up  to  a  knowledge  of  nature's  God.  Also  of  teaching  the  blind 
to  read  and  write  ;  thus  while  the  mute  was  taught  the  mysteries  of 
the  invisible,  the  blind  was  brought  in  connection  with  the  physical 
world.  For  these  improvements,  the  community  are  mostly  indebted 
to  the  medical  profession  ;  and  so  far  as  our  State  participates  in 
these  blessings,  to  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society,  both  collect- 
ively and  individually." 

If  we  go  back  to  the  early  history  of  those  institutions  of  which 
mention  has  been  made,  we  shall  learn,  from  the  circumstances  which 
are  there  recorded,  and  the  discussions  connected  with  the  action  of 
this  body  respecting  them,  that  the  very  idea,  which  we  now  see  de- 
veloped into  beautiful  and  permanent  proportions,  and  operating  so 
successfully,  almost  within  the  reach  of  my  voice,  was  a  few  years 
ago,  itself  wholly  new,  to  a  large  majority  of  minds.  This  circum- 
stance it  was,  that  greatly  enhanced  the  labors  of  those  who  were 
active  in  founding  them,  and  adds  not  a  little,  to  the  honor  which 
would  otherwise  have  attended  their  successful  efforts.  It  is  not  often 
that  we  consider,  how  difficult  it  is,  and  how  much  time  is  required, 
to  impress  a  truly  valuable  practical  truth,  upon  either  the  profes- 
sional or  public  mind.  The  history  of  medicine  furnishes  some  stri- 
king illustrations  of  the  fact,  while  that  of  almost  every  department 
of  mechanical  industry,  is  thickly  strown  with  them.  When  duly 
considered  however,  and  fully  appreciated,  we  no  longer  wonder  at 
the  slow  progress  that  attends  almost  every  movement  towards  radical 
reform,  or  improvement,  and  are  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  importance  of  steady,  unflinching,  united  effort,  in  developing  and 
reducing  to  its  practical  results,  any  great  idea,  having  reference  to 
the  progress  or  benefit  of  the  race. 

In  view  of  what  has  already  transpired  within  the  range  of  our 
observation  and  experience,  no  one  will  have  the  rashness  to  suppose, 
that  effort  in  this  department  of  benevolence  must  be  exhausted,  or 
that  no  suitable  object  for  its  exercise,  is  ever  again  to  occur  to 
the  mind  of  man.  A  single  year  may  find  some  project  before  this 
body,  which  will  as  imperatively  demand  our  support,  and  as  richly 
reward  our  labors  for  its  accomplishment,  as  have  our  Retreat  for  the 
Insane,  and  other  similar  institutions.  Let  this  then  furnish  an  araru- 
ment,  and  that  one  of  no  little  force,  in  favor  of  maintaining  a  sound 
and  efficient  organization,  every  way  competent  to  prapple  with, 
and  overcome  any  impediment,  that  may  oppose  our  benevolent 
designs. 


PROCEEDINGS 


ANNUAL   CONVENTION 


CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


MAY,    1848 


rOGETHEB   WITH 


A  LIST  OF  MEMBERS,  AND  THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 


HARTFORD: 
PRESS    OF    CASE,  TIFFANY    AND    BURNHAM. 

1848. 


• 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  President. 
GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Committee  of  Examination. 

ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
H.  A.  GRANT,  M.  D. 
EARL  SWIFT,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  WITTER,  M.  D. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D. 
ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

JOHNSON  C.  HATCH,  M.  D. 
R.  M.  WOODRUFF,  M.  D. 
STURGES  BULKLEY,  M.  D. 
HIRAM  HOLT,  M.  D. 
WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

GEORGE  BLACKMAN,  M.  D. 
N.  B.  IVES,  M.  D. 
G.  B.  HAWLEY,  M.  D. 
WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D. 
ALDEN  SKINNER.  M.  D. 


The  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
met  in  Convention  at  the  Medical  College,  New  Haven,  May 
IQth,  1848. 

Henry  Bronson,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tcm.  in  the 
temporary  absence  of  the  Secretary. 

Drs.  Cogswell,  Beach  and  Talcott,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
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The  reading  of  the  Dissertation  was,  on  motion,  postponed  until 
one  o'clock. 


•  Absent. 


Dr.  Barker  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  he  moved  be 
laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  each  County  Society  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  of  three  to  examine  the  candidates  for  the  gratui- 
tous course  of  lectures,  and  that  no  student  be  recommended  for  this 
course,  who  is  not  found  to  possess  the  preliminary  education,  advised 
by  the  American  Medical  Association. 

It  was  subsequently  taken  up  and  rejected,  the  whole  matter  being 
considered  as  covered  by  a  resolution  passed  at  the  last  Convention. 

Dr.  Hunt  presented  the  following,  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Hart- 
ford County  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  money  now  collected  by  a  tax  imposed  upon 
the  members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  this  State,  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  Fellows  to  this  Convention,  be  no  longer  devoted  to 
this  purpose,  but  instead,  to  the  publication  of  a  medical  work,  under 
the  direction  of  a  committee  appointed  for  this  object,  and  thatevery 
tax-paying  member  of  this  Society,  on  payment  of  his  tax,  be  entitled 
to  a  copy  of  said  work. 

On  motion  this  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county, 
consisting  of  Drs.  Hunt,  Barker,  Blakeman,  Casey,  Talcott,  Holt, 
Lyman,  Dickinson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Blakeman,  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the 
subject  of  candidates  recommended  for  the  gratuitous  course  of  lectures. 

Drs.  Barker,  Gillette,  Beach,  Gilbert,  G.  O.  Sumner,  Cogswell, 
Hatch,  Preston. 

The  Treasurer  presented  a  Circular  on  the  Adulteration  of  Drugs, 
from  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  which  with  a  copy  of  the 
Memorial  to  Congress,  were  read,  and  the  subject  was  referred  to 
Drs.  Bronson,  Bulkley  and  Palmer. 

Dr.  Barker  and  Professor  Knight,  made  a  statement  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in  relation  to  this  matter. 

The  Treasurer  then  read  his  Report,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abstract. 

Balance  in  Treasury,         -         -         -         -         -         $15  99A 

Due  from  Clerks,  supposed  to  be  good,      $1171  93 

Deduct  for  Abatements  13  per  cent.,  and 

for  Commissions,  ...         203  33       968  60 


Assets,  9S4  59£ 

Outstanding  Debentures,  ...  394  00 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  Society,      ...  $590  59 J 


On  motion  of  the  Vice  President,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer's  Report  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  eight,  to  examine  and  report  the  cause  of  the  present  embarrassed 
condition  of  the  treasury,  and  suggest  what  measures  should  be  adopt 
ed  to  correct  the  evil  in  question. 

And  Drs.  Hunt,  Barker,  Beach,  Casey,  G.  0.  Sumner,  Whitcomb, 
Welch  and  Preston  were  appointed. 

Dr.  Piatt  presented  the  following,  which,  on  his  motion,  was  laid 
on  the  table  for  after  consideration. 

Whereas,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  custom  of  the  regular  physicians 
of  the  State,  at  the  present  time,  to  render  medical  services  to  clergy- 
men and  their  families  gratuitously  ; 

And  whereas  it  is  believed  that  as  a  class  of  citizens,  (their  educa- 
tion, intelligence,  and  moral  standing  considered,)  they  do  more  than 
any  other  class  in  the  community  to  embarrass  the  legitimate  influ- 
ence of  the  medical  profession  ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  as  a  rule  we  adopt  the  practice  of 
charging  clergymen  the  same  fees  as  other  citizens,  except  in  cases 
of  misfortune  or  inability,  which  would  render  it  burdensome  to  make 
a  just  compensation  for  services  rendered. 

A  Dissertation  was  then  read  by  B.  Fordyce  Barker,  M.  D.,  "  On 
some  forms  of  non-malignant  disease  of  the  cervix  uteri." 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  be  presented  to  Dr. 
Barker,  for  his  Dissertation  just  read,  and  that  a  copy  be  requested 
for  publication  with  the  Proceedings. 

Drs.  Middlebrook,  Taleott,  ami  Crary,  were  appointed  to  nominate 
a  Dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

A.  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  George  Sumner,  Perkins,  Blake- 
man,  Shepard,  Piatt,  Holt,  Lyman,  and  Skinner,  were  appointed  on 
Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

A  communication  from  Dr.  Charles  A.  Lee,  acknowledging  his 
election  as  an  Honorary  Member,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  placed 
on  file. 

On  motion,  adjourned  until  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

FOUR    O'CLOCK,    P.   M. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  Dissertator,  reported  the 
name  of  Alvan  Taleott,  M.  D.  of  Guilford,  and  he  was  appointed. 

The  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership, 
reported  that  they  had  no  names  to  present  for  the  attention  of  the 
Convention,  which  was  accepted. 


The  Committee  on  the  candidates  for  the  gratuitous  course  of  lec- 
tures, reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  recommended  by 
the  several  counties  ;  viz.  New  Haven  County,  Amos  C.  Blakeslee  ; 
Neie  London  County,  Henry  Smith  ;  Windham  County,  Edward  A. 
Smith  ;  Litchfield  County,  Gaylord  G.  Bissell ;  Middlesex  County, 
Samuel  H.  Catlin  ;    Tolland  County,  Lucius  D.  Isham. 

The  vacancies  in  Hartford  and  Fairfield  counties,  were  filled  by 
inserting  in  the  former  the  name  of  H.  A.  Collins,  and  in  the  latter, 
the  name  of  Henry  Foote. 

A  resolution  prescribing  the  examination  of  candidates  for  the  gra- 
tuitous course  of  lectures,  was  after  various  propositions  as  amend- 
ments, laid  upon  the  table,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  already 
sufficient  legislation  upon  the  subject. 

Drs.  Wells,  Palmer,  and  Whitcomb,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
on  Debentures. 

The  following  officers  were  then  chosen  for  the  year  ensuing. 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  President. 
GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,   Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,   Treasurer. 
GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  vacancies  in  the  Standing  Committee  were  then  filled  ; — in 
the  Committee  of  Examination,  by  the  election  of  Richard  Warner, 
M.  D.,  and  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D. 

In  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  In- 
sane, by  the  election  of  Hiram  Holt,  M.  D.,  and  Worthington  Hook- 
er, M.  D. 

And  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  In- 
stitution of  Yale  College,  by  the  election  of  William  H.  Cogswell, 
M.  D.,  and  Alden  Skinner,  M.  D. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beach, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  authorized  to  publish,  in  a  sepa- 
rate pamphlet,  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  with  resolutions  of  the 
Convention,  considered  in  force. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  resolution  from  Hartford  county, 
made  the  following  report,  which  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  appropriating  the  funds  of  the  Society,  have 
considered  the  subject  entrusted  to  them,  and  in  view  of  the  nature 
and  importance  of  the  same,  have  decided  to  present  to  the  Conven- 
tion the  following. 


That  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  this  subject,  and  report  to  the  next  Convention  at  length, 
the  opinions  and  arguments  for  and  against  the  measure  urged  by  the 
several  local  Societies,  and  that  all  action  on  the  subject  be  postponed 
until  that  time. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Treasurer's  Report,  reported  as 
follows,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer, 
met,  examined  and  accepted  of  the  same. 

The  causes  of  the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  the  treasury, 
are  considered  to  be  multiform  ;  the  principal  of  which,  however,  re- 
sult from  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  clerks  to  avail  themselves  of 
legal  means  for  enforcing  the  payment  of  taxes;  negligence  of  clerks; 
and  on  the  part  of  delinquents,  an  objection,  on  the  ground  that  no 
equivalent  was  given  for  the  money  paid. 

The  remedy  recommended,  is  to  take  special  pains  to  render  the 
local  Societies  interesting  and  useful  to  members  ; — to  strike  off  the 
names  of  delinquents,  or  to  sue,  as  seems  to  the  clerks  most  condu- 
cive to  the  leading  purposes  of  the  Society. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  half  past  eight  to-morrow 
morning. 

May   11. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  on  Debentures  made  a  report,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  further  consideration. 

Dr.  Sumner,  from  the  Committee  of  Examination,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  being  amended  was  accepted. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination- 
The  Committee  of  Examination  having  attended  to  the  duties 
assigned  them,  respectfully  report,  that  eighteen  young  men  were 
examined,  of  which  number  twelve  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  and  six  a  license  to  practice.  It  was  observed  that  the 
literary  qualifications  of  the  several  candidates  were  more  respectable 
than  they  have  appeared  to  be  on  former  occasions, — that  their  pro- 
fessional acquirements  were  creditable  to  the  institution,  and  to  its 
pupils,  and  that  the  liberty  "to  teach  and  practice"  was  not  unwor- 
thily bestowed  upon  any  of  the  candidates. 

The  attention  of  this  Convention  is  invited  to  the  question,  whether 
the  examination  should  not  hereafter  be  confined  to  that  class  of  pu- 
pils who  by  their  study  and  attendance  on  two  courses  of  lectures,  are 
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entitled  to  the  Doctor's  degree.  It  is  thought  that  the  welfare  of  the 
public,  the  interests  of  the  candidates,  and  the  respectability  of  the 
profession,  would  all  be  promoted  by  the  adoption  of  such  a  course. 

The  annual  address  to  the  young  men  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Beck- 
with,  of  Litchfield,  and  a  valedictory  by  Henry  S.  Williams,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  graduating  class. 

George  Sumner,  M.  D.  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  address  to  the 
graduating  class  in  1849,  and  H.  A.  Grant,  M.  D.  was  appointed  his 
substitute. 

George  Sumner,  Chairman  of  Committee- 

On  motion,  the  subject  of  Licenses  in  the  above  report,  was  referred 
to  a  committee  of  three,  who  are  to  report  to  the  next  Convention. 

Drs.  George  Sumner,  E.  K.  Hunt,  and  William  B.  Casey,  are  the 
Committee. 

On  motion  of  the  Treasurer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  to  advocate  the  enactment  of  some 
legal  provision  for  a  more  effectual  mode  of  registering  in  this  State, 
all  births,  marriages  and  deaths. 

And  Drs.  Knight,  Hooker  and  Dow  were  appointed. 

Professor  Bronson  from  the  Committee  on  the  Circular  from  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  offered  the  following  report,  with 
the  accompanying  resolutions. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Whereas,  it  is  ascertained  that  adulterated  and  worthless  drugs  are 
imported  into  this  country  to  a  very  large  amount,  and  that  our  people 
are  injured  in  their  health  and  defrauded  of  their  money,  by  such  im- 
portations,— therefore 

Resolved,  That  in  our  opinion,  such  legislative  restriction  as  will 
tend  to  prevent  impositions  of  this  kind,  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  that 
we  regard  the  measure  suggested  by  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  as  well  adapted  to  attain  this  end. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  be 
requested  to  use  their  endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  ap- 
pointing inspectors  well  acquainted  with  medicines,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  confiscate  to  the  state  such  drugs  as  shall  be  found  to  be 
spurious  or  worthless,  or  to  take  such  other  measures  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient  to  secure  the  end  in  view. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Society  be  instructed  to  send 
a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress. 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  resolution  from  Hartford 
County,  was  then  taken  up,  and  accepted,  and  Drs.  Hunt,  Talcott, 
Barker,  North,  Middlebrook,  Palmer,  Gilbert  and  Skinner,  were  ap- 
pointed to  present  the  arguments  for  and  against  the  measure  recom- 
mended, to  the  next  Convention. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Cogswell,  the  resolution  accepting 
the  report  was  reconsidered,  and  the  matter  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Superintendents  of  Insane  Hospitals,  lately  held 
in  New  York,  statistics  on  suicides  being  represented  as  desirable, 
and  this  subject  being  referred  to  Dr.  Butler,  of  the  Retreat  for  the 
Insane,  it  was  therefore  on  motion  of  Dr.  Palmer, 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  this 
State,  report  to  Dr.  John  S.  Butler,  of  Hartford,  all  cases  of  suicide 
that  may  come  under  their  notice,  in  the  vicinity  where  they  reside, 
their  names,  sex,  age,  cause,  and  manner. 

The  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership, 
made  another  report,  recommending  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Converse,  of  En- 
field, as  a  candidate  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
and  he  was  recommended  to  the  President  and  Trustees  of  Vale  Col- 
lege accordingly. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  Report,  was  taken 
up  and  accepted. 

On  motion  of  the  Vice  President, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerks  of  the  several  counties  confer  with  the 
Fellows  of  the  same,  respecting  the  taxes  due  from  delinquent  mem- 
bers, and  collect  or  abate  the  same,  as  the  Fellows  may  advise. 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  a  half  be  laid  on  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Piatt's  resolution  was  continued  to  the  next  Convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Debentures  was  taken  up  and 
accepted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Talcott, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed,  at  his  discretion,  to  for- 
ward to  the  Clerks  of  the  several  counties,  warrants  for  the  collection 
of  the  taxes  of  delinquent  members. 

A  resolution  abating  the  balance  due  the  Treasurer,  by  William 
Hutchins,  late  Clerk  of  Windham  county,  was  referred  to  the  Fel- 
lows of  that  county,  they  having  power  to  abate  the  taxes. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Convention 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest,  GURDON  VV.  RUSSELL,  Secretary. 
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East  Haven,  Bela  Farnham. 
Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Elisha  Hutch- 
inson, Alvan  Talcott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 
Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin. 
Valesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

MlDDLEBURY, 

Milford,  Andrew  French,  Hull  Allen, 

L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,    J.  D.   Mears,   Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
North  Haven,   Anson  Moody,   C.  B. 

Foote. 
Oxford,  JVoah  Stone,  John  Lounsbury. 
Southbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,   Lyman  Parker,   Wm. 

Atwater. 
Waterbury,    Joseph   Porter,    Daniel 

Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,   G. 

L.  Piatt.  W.  W.  Rodman. 
Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 
Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 


AVERY  DOWNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Jeremiah  King,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Archibald  Mercer,  Dyer 
T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel  S.  Perkins, 
James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm 
W.  Miner,  Charles  E.  Ames,  James 

Rogers,  Seth  Smith, Cone, 

Francis, Comstnck. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  Chauncey  Burgess,  Eli- 
jah Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha  Phinney,  Ben- 
jamin T.  Roath,  Jonathan  W.Brooks, 
B.  F.  Barker,  Ashbel  B.  Haile,  John 
D.  Ford,  Robert  A.  Manwaring,  Jer- 
emiah King,  Edwin  Bentley. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan,  James  R.  Dow. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold, 

Jewett  City,  Lucius  Tyler,  Alonzo 
Fuller. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 

Portersville,  John  0.  Miner,  Elias  F. 
Coats. 


Lebanon,  Joseph   Comstock,  Erastvs 

Osgood,  Richard  P.  Green. 
Ledyard, 
Gales'  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matliewson. 

Lisbon,  Vine  Smith, Brewer. 

Lyme,    Richard  JVoyes,  John   Noyes, 

Shubael  F.  Bartlett. 
Hamburgh,  John  C.  M.  Brockway. 
Pleasant  Valley,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Muntville,   Ejjhraim  Fellows,  Saml. 

Maynard. 
Uncasville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 

Bolles,  Benjamin  F.  Bradford. 
North  Stonington,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gray. 
Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 

Downing. 
Poquetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 
Salem,  John    P.   Fuller,  William  A. 

Babcock. 
Stonington,   Wm.   Hyde,    George  E. 

Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr., Cyrus  Miner. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 

DANIEL  COMSTOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S  P 

V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Greenfield,  Rul'us  Blakeman. 
Southport,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bridgeport,    Samuel   Beach,    D.    H. 

Nash,  William  L.  Watson,  Frederick 

Judson, Burritt. 

Brook  field,   JVoah  A.  Lacey,   A.  L. 

Williams. 
Danbury,   Daniel   Comstock,  R.    B. 

Botstbrd,  E.  P.  Bennett. 
fielhel,H.  N.  Bennett. 
Ijarien,  Warren  Percival. 
EAJTOIC,  Lloyd  Secley,  James  Baldwin. 
Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 
Monroe,  Sturges  Bulkley,  Salmon   H 

Hall. 


Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.Noyes,  Lewis 

Richards. 
Newtown,    Cyrenius  H.    Booth,    E. 

Irwin,  George  Judson. 
Nor  walk,  John  A.  McLean,  E.  Bissell, 

Ira  Gregory. 
Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 
Stamford,   Chauncey    Ayres,   N.    D. 

Haigbt,  Robert  Lockwoo'd. 
Stbattobt,  William  T-  Shelton,  John 

'  ronlding. 
Tri-mbi-ll,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 

BROOK,     Stephen    Middlcbrook, 

George  Dyer.E.  B.  Middlebrook. 

Weitport,     George    Blackman,  J. 

Jauncey. 
Wilton,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 

LORENZO  MARCY.M.  I),  Chairman. 
James  I).  Win  roo mi,  M.  I).,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale, William  W Ibi 

AsHFORJ},  John  II.  Simmons. 

Eaatford,  Roderick  Stebbins, 

Canterbury,  Elijah  Bolilwin,  Jo- 
seph Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

Kii.linc.ly,  Justin  Hammond. 

North  KUHngly,  Fenner  H.  Peckham, 

south  KUHngly,  Daniel  A.  II   n 

West  £Ultnglyt  DavidE.  Hall,  Samuel 
Hatching, 

Wilkiruomille,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

Daysvi/lc,  Charlea  W.  Fuller. 

Pi.ainfield,  William  II.  Cogswell. 


Plainfield,  Central  P.  0.,  Morey  Bur- 
■-.  William  II.  Campbell,  Elijah 
B  ildwin,  Jr. 

PoMTKCT,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
li, una, 

Sn  unto,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

I'll  iMmiv,    Samuel  \\.    • 

Voli  m  iwh,  Harvej  Campbell. 
WiM.m.M.    Cheater    Hunt,     Eleazer 

Litchfield,  De  u  itl  C.  Lathrop. 
Willimtmtic,    William    Witter,    John 

Hill,  Jr. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromlev. 

W «TOCK,  JVorth,  As.i  Witter. 

Smith  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marrv. 
Weet     Woodstock,    Milton    Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 

JOHNSON  C.  HATCH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
A.   M.   Huxley,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 
LiTCHriELD.  WILLI  \M  lll'll.  Sam-  I  Barkham<ted   F  B   Graham 
uel  Buel    J.   Q     Beckwith,    K.    M.  ,  Bridgewatf.r,  Horace  Judson. 
Woodruff, George  Sew,,,,,,,-.  Canaan,  Albert    A.   Wright,   George 

&outh  farms,  Garry  H.  Miner,  David        Adam. 
E.  Bostwick. 
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South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 

Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 

West   Cornwall,    Samuel    W.    Gold, 

I.  E.  Smith. 
North  Cornwall,  John  Scovell. 

CoLEBROOK, 

Gaylord's    Bridge,    Gamaliel    H.    St. 

John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton,  E.  J.  Woodward. 
Kent,  Wells  Beardsley,    Johnson   C. 

hatch,  Eliada  Osborne. 
New     Hartford,      North,      Loomis 

North. 
New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy,  George  0.  Taylor. 
Norfolk,  Benjamin  Welch,   William 

W.  Welch,  W.  Cockie. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 


Plymouth  Hollow,  William   Woodruff. 

Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 

Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  W.  E.  Bulkley. 

Lakeville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Wolcottville,  Erastus  Bancroft,  0.  B. 
Freeman. 

Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,   R.  M.    Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Winchester,  Centre,  James  Welch. 

Winchester  P.  O.,  Graham  Lee,  John 
L.  Wakefield. 

Woodbury,  Roswell  Abernethy,  Chas. 
H.  Webb. 

Terryville,  Charles  Byington. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


ASA  M.  HOLT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Richard  Warner,  Joseph 
Barrett,  Charles  Woodward,  William 
B.  Casey,  David  Harrison,  Hamilton 
Brewer,  Franklin  Woodruff. 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  Albert  B.  Worthing- 
ton. 

Chester,  Ambrose  Pratt. 

Durham,  Benjamin  F.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 

Killingworth,  Rufus  Turner. 

Portland,  George  0.  Jarvis,  Stephen 
A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 

Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 

Essex,  Alexander  H.  Hough,  Freder- 
ick W.  Shepard. 

Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 

Westbrook,  Horace  Burr. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


AHIJAH  LADD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Ahijah  Ladd,  Oliver  K. 
Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 

Andover,  Adonijah  White. 

Bolton,  Orrin  Hunt,  Charles  F.  Sum- 
ner. 

Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 

Coventry,  JVorth,  Eleazer  Hunt. 

South  Coventry,  Timothy  Dimock. 

Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  J.  H.  Man- 
ning. 

Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin  C. 
White. 


Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

Wm.  H.  Richardson,  Albert  Morrison. 
South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 
Somers,    Orson    Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton,  William  B.  Woods. 
Stafford,   East,   William   N.   Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  Ebenezer  Lindsley. 
Vernon,   Scottoway  Hinckley,  Alden 

Skinner,  C.  B.  Hammond. 
Rockville,  Benjamin  M.  Cummings. 
Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


Taxable. 

Not  taxable. 

Total. 

Hartford  County, 

72 

3 

75 

New  Haven  County, 

67 

8 

75 

New  London  County, 

5S 

7 

65 

Fairfield  County, 

33 

4 

42 

Litchfield  County, 

39 

8 

47 

Windham  County, 

35 

2 

37 

Middlesex  County, 

25 

0 

25 

Tolland  County, 

25 

5 

30 

Total, 


359 


37 


396 


NUMBER    OF    MEMBERS    IN     FORMER    YEARS. 


1793 

1839 

1839 

1648 

Hartford  County, 

48 

50 

75 

New  Haven  1  'minty, 

37 

19 

68 

75 

New  London  County, 

— 

39 

18 

65 

Windham  County, 

32 

U 

31 

37 

Fairfield  County, 

3  i 

M 

46 

42 

Litchfield  County, 

51 

te 

47 

.Middlesex  <  'ciunly, 

39 

so 

20 

25 

Tolland  County, 

20 

20 

34 

30 

Total, 


855 


234 


358 


DUTIES     OF     CLERKS. 


To  warn  the  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

Tu  collect  the  lazes,  and  paj  the  same  t<>  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person  re- 
commended as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately  after 
the  Count)  meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplic  ite  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary  and 
Tree  urer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of  five 
dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 
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DISSERTATIONS    READ    IN   CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

"  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 
"  Dr.  ThaddeusBetts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
"  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

"       Dr.  Lewis  Collins,   on  the  most  eligible  mode   of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
"       Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 

1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 
"      Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "  An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

ISIS.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

1S27.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physicians 
of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1S36.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  on  the  influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Dis- 
ease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1S38.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  disease  commonly  denominated 
Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  qualifications  necessary  to 

a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  advantages  of  prompt  and  efficient 

practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1S44.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 
Profession,  and  the  reasons'that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organization, 

and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 


REMARKS 


SOME    FORMS    OF    DISEASE 


CERVIX  UTERI. 


B.    FORDYCE    BARKER,   M.   D. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

In  offering  for  your  consideration  a  few  observations  on  some 
forms  of  non-malignant  disease  of  the  cervix  uteri,  I  hope  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  medical  practitioners  of  this  state  to  a 
class  of   diseases,    the   pathology  and  appropriate   treatment 
of  which,  have  been,  until  very  recently,  entirely  misunderstood. 
From  their  very  threat  frequency,  and  their  vast  importance  as 
affecting  the  comfort  and  happiness,  not  only  of  the  individual 
suffering,  but,  that  of  her  family  and  friends,  this  class  of  dis- 
eases merits  the  most   attentive   study,  the   most  patient  and 
careful  investigation.     The  progress  which  has  been  made  in 
physical  diagnosis  and  accurate  pathological  knowledge,  during 
the  last  half  century,  is  truly  wonderful.     At  the  present  day, 
almost  every   physician  avails  himself,  (or  professes  to,)  of  the 
important,  I  may  say  indispensable  aid  furnished  by  auscultation 
and  percussion  in  diagnosing   disease   of  the    lungs    and   heart. 
Kvcn  the  non-professional  public  ha\e  become  so  fully  alive  to 
the  great  advantages  to  be  gained  by  these  methods  of  examin- 
ation, that  the  quack  ami  the  ignoramus  are  compelled  to  thump 
the  chest  and  apply  the  stethoscope  in  order  to  retain  the  confi- 
dence of  their  deluded  victims.     Equally  great  have  been  the 
improvements  made  in  the  diagnosis  of  uterine  disease  and  its 
true  pathology.     But  the  profession  as  a  class,  both  in  this  coun- 
try and  in  Great   Britain,  have  not  been  equally  ready  to  reap 
for  themselves,  or  to  confer  upon  their  patients,  the  advantages 
to  be  gained  from  these  new   discoveries.     Even  practitioners 
who  arc  familiar  by  their  reading,  with  the  progress  which  has 
been  made   in   uterine  pathology,   have  been  restrained  bv  an 
almost   criminal  fastidiousness  and  a  perverted  sense  of  delica- 
cy, from  using  the  necessary  means  of  exploration,   and  as  a 
natural  consequence,  when  their  services  are  sought  for,  on  ac- 
count of  a  leucorrhea,  or  monorrhagia,  or  a  prolapsus,  they  have 
contented  themselves  with  the  old  routine  of  tonics,  astringents, 
injections,  or  worse  yet,  have  ordered  an  abdominal  supporter, 
or  applied  a  pessary.     Sometimes  the  poor  patient  has  been, 
undoubtedly,  benefited  by  even  this  routine   practice;  some- 
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times  beneficent  nature  has  taken  the  case  into  her  own  hands, 
and  effected  a  cure,  but  more  generally  the  unhappy  sufferer  has 
been  compelled  to  drag  out  in  patient  endurance,  years  of  mis- 
ery and  weakness,  worn  down  by  a  leucorrheal  discharge,  or  a 
uterine  hemorrhage,  wretched  in  body  and  in  mind ;  peevish, 
irritable  and  hysterical,  a  burthen  to  herself  and  a  "thorn  in  the 
flesh"  to  her  immediate  relatives  and  friends,  and  in  many,  very 
many  cases,  bitterly  disappointing  family  hopes  in  wanting  the 
blissful  anticipations  of  a  mother's  joys,  on  account  of  obstinate 
sterility,  or  oft  repeated  abortions.  This  is  no  fancy  sketch, 
but  many  such,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  within  the  knowledge  of 
every  medical  man  engaged  in  active  practice,  in  this  state. 
All  writers,  who  have  made  this  class  of  diseases  a  subject  of 
special  investigation,  speak  of  their  very  great  frequency.  It 
has  been  supposed  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  married  females 
suffer  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  from  some  form  of  uterine 
disease. 

I  propose  to  speak  of  some  forms  which  from  my  own  expe- 
rience, I  am  satisfied  are  of  frequent  occurrence  with  us,  but 
which  are  hardly  alluded  to  in  our  systematic  works  on  female 
diseases.  I  would  call  your  attention  first  to  Granulations  of  the 
Cervix  uteri.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  work  in  the  English  lan- 
guage, which  gives  a  description,  sufficiently  full  or  accurate 
for  the  practitioner  to  recognize  or  understand  this  affection. 
In  the  excellent  work  of  Dr.  Churchhill,  there  is  a  meagre  and 
imperfect  sketch  of  it.  Dunglison,  (Practice  of  Medicine,)  de- 
votes one-third  of  a  page  to  it  as  a  sequela  of  acute  and  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  uterus.  It  is  not  mentioned  by  Ashwell  or 
Lever.  In  the  work  by  Colombat  de  L'Isere,  (translated  by  Dr. 
Meigs,)  there  is  a  very  brief,  imperfect  and  erroneous  descrip- 
tion of  it,  evidently  hastily  copied  from  Boivin  and  Duges,  and 
confounded  with  inflammatory  affections  of  the  cervix.  It  was 
first,  as  I  think  correctly  described  by  Mad.  Boivin,  (Maladies 
de  l'uterus  par  Boivin  et  Duges.)  It  is  briefly  alluded  to  by 
Duparcque,  but  more  fully  described  in  the  Bibliotheque  du 
Medecin-Praticien.  I  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  it 
seems  to  me,  all  the  writers  above  referred  to  have  been  in 
error  as  to  the  true  pathology  of  this  affection.  I  heard  a  most 
excellent  clinique  on  the  subject  by  M.  Chomel,  at  the  Hotel 
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Dieu,  and  have  often  seen  this  form  of  disease,  both  in  the  Pa- 
risian Hospitals,  and  in  private  practice  within  the  last  two 
years  and  a  half. 

Granulations  of  the  cervix  uteri  seem  to  consist  of  an  hyper 
trophy  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  of  the  numerous  follicles 
which  exist  in  the  thickness  of  this  membrane,  more  abundant 
in  the  uterine  orifice  than  every  where  else.  The  French  in 
describing  it,  have  used  the  term  framboisee  from  the  little 
hard  fleshy  elevations  on  the  os  tineas,  resembling  the  distinct 
elevations  of  the  raspberry.  So  also,  some  of  them  speak  of  it 
as  a  granulous  or  raspberry-like  inflammation.  (Inflammation 
granuleu.se  ©U  framboisee.)  But  this  is  incorrect ;  it  is  not  an 
inflammation  but  an  affection  sui  generis,  peculiar  to  this  organ. 
The  only  part  of  the  system  in  winch  analagous  granulations 
are  found,  is  the  pharynx,  as  the  pharynx  alone  possesses  the 
same  follicular  disposition.  Neither  is  it,  as  some  have  suppo- 
sed, a  result  of  inflammation.  Inflammations  have  a  period  of 
increase,  a  period  of  statu  quo,  and  a  period  of  decrease,  to 
which  succeeds  the  cure.  Affections  which  do  not  present 
these  three  periods,  may  it  i»  t  rue  offer  inflammatory  symptoms, 
but  they  arc  not  veritable  inflammations.  Inflammations  are 
those  diseases  which  exciting  agents  exasperate,  antiphlogistic 
means  moderate,  lint  tins  disease  has  not  this  character;  an- 
tiphlogistics  do  nothing  for  it.  Again  the  terms,  granulous  ex- 
coriations, granulous  ulcerations,  have  been  employed  to  desig- 
nate this  disease,  but  they  are  equally  improper.  In  ulceration 
there  is  always  hiss  of  BUDStance  more  or  less  extensive.      But 

in  the  granulated  state  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  there  is  always 
a  relief,  a  project  ion,  an  increase  of  substance  ;  the  prominence 
is  perfectly  appreciable  to  the  touch.  Furthermore,  the  granu- 
lous state  is  accompanied  by  an  excretion  of  glutinous,  tena- 
cious, semi-transparent,  or  sometimes  slightly  opaque  and  puri- 
form  mucus.  Ulcerations  on  the  contrary,  present  the  verita- 
ble pus  at  the  surface  without  mixture  of  mucus  of  any  sort, 
i  J  limitations  of  the  cervix  uteri  have  also,  no  doubt,  been  con- 
founded with  carcinoma,  but  they  have  nothing  in  common 
with  cancer.  Carcinoma  uteri  commences  by  the  development 
of  globulous  tumors  upon  the  neck,  which  the  touch  may  sig- 
nalize, but  which  frequently  cannot  be  seen  by  the  speculum. 
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The  granulations,  on  the  contrary,  commence  in  the  interior  of 
the  neck,  and  extend  by  degrees  from  within  to  without.  Car- 
cinomatous tumors  commence  externally,  going  from  without 
to  within.  Chomel*  has  never  known  but  one  female,  who 
commenced  by  having  granulations,  in  whom  it  degenerated 
into  cancer. 

Causes.  These  are  so  very  obscure,  that  it  is  very  difficult, 
not  to  say  impossible,  to  determine  them.  Some  have  said 
that  abuse  of  venereal  pleasure,  the  repeated  contact  of  the 
male  member  was  one  of  the  most  frequent.  But  women  of 
pleasure  are  not  more  subject  to  it  than  other  women.  Those 
who  have  had  children  present  this  affection  more  frequently, 
but  it  often  occurs  in  those  who  have  never  borne  children. 
So  one  may  consider  pregnancy  as  a  predisposing,  but  not  as 
an  exciting  cause.  There  is  one  circumstance  which  the 
French  pathologists  have  found  frequently  allied  to  the  exist- 
ence of  these  granulations,  that  is  anterior  chronic  affections  of 
the  skin.  A  great  number  of  patients  in  whom  these  granula- 
tions are  found,  have  been  formerly  affected  with  those  diseases 
of  the  skin,  confounded  under  the  name  of  tetter.  This  fact 
has  been  observed  at  the  Hopital  St.  Louis,  where  cutaneous 
diseases  are  specially  treated.  They  have  found  that  herpetic 
affections  have  preceded  the  development  of  uterine  granula- 
tions in  women;  in  men,  granulations  of  the  pharynx,  which 
have  been  mentioned  above  as  having  some  analogy  with  gran- 
ulations of  the  neck  of  the  uterus.  So  it  would  not  be  too  much 
to  suppose,  that  there  exists  between  them,  something  in  com- 
mon, having  the  relation  of  cause  and  effect. 

Symptoms.  The  existence  of  this  disease  can  only  be  abso- 
lutely recognized  with  the  sight,  by  the  aid  of  the  speculum  and 
by  the  touch.  But  there  are  various  functional  symptoms  which 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  observing  physician  to  the 
uterus.  There  are  some  derangements  in  the  functions  of  this 
organ,  some  painful  sensations  in  the  hypogastric  or  lumbar 
region,  or  in  the  groin,  pains  more  or  less  severe  in  the  side, 
(most  commonly,  I  have  observed,  under  the  false  ribs  in  the 
left  side,)  leucorrhea  more  or  less  abundant,  a  derangement  of 
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the  menstrual  evacuations,  so  that  the  physician  is  induced  to 
examine  the  genital  organs.  There  is  no  heat  of  the  parts,  no 
exaltation  of  the  sensibility.  Although  there  is  pain  in  the  parts 
above-mentioned,  yet  rarely  is  the  suffering  augmented  by 
coition,  or  by  the  touch.  The  leucorrheal  discharge  is  some- 
times moderate  in  quantity,  consisting  of  a  thick,  tenacious, 
semi-transparent  mucus,  resembling  the  white  of  an  egg,  a  little 
beat  up.  In  other  and  perhaps  a  majority  of  these  cases,  the 
discharge  of  albuminous  mucus  is  very  abundant,  running  down 
the  thighs  at  times  when  the  patient  walks,  producing  a  sensa- 
tion of  chilliness.  Hemorrhages  are  very  common  in  this  affec- 
tion, and  they  may  consist  either  to  an  abnormal  augmentation 
of  the  menstrual  flux,  or  in  a  proper  hemorrhage  between  the 
menstrual  periods.  The  debility  and  emaciation  resulting  from 
the  monorrhagia  are  perhaps  the  most  frequent  cause  of  the  pa- 
tient's seeking  medical  aid,  unless  al  an  earlier  period,  she  has 
been  led  by  the  old  women  Learned  i ■  i  these  matters,  to  believe 
that  the  vague  pains  in  the  groins  and  lumbal  regions,  and  the 
dragging  sensation  at  the  lower  pari  of  the  abdomen  are  caused 
by  falling  of  the  womb. 

There  is  another  symptom  so  common  as  to  merit  attention, 
that  is,  sensations  or  pains  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  which  pa- 
tients frequently  describe  as  "pulling  or  dragging  of  the  stom- 
ach." These  sensations,  as  remarked  by  C'homel,*  have  this  im- 
portant particular  for  their  diagnosis  ;  as  they  are  sympathetic 
with  the  morbid  state  of  the  uterus,  the  presence  of  aliment  in 
the  stomach  effects  no  change  in  them  ;  while  in  pains  of  the 
stomach,  which  are  idiopathic,  the  presence  of  aliment  is  not  at 
all  indifferent.  Another  phenomenon  which  coincides  frequent- 
ly with  this  disposition  of  the  cervix  uteri,  is  the  absence  of  con- 
ception, a  sort  of  accidental  or  symptomatic  sterility.  It  is  said 
that  this  is  not  a  constant  phenomenon,  but  that  there  are  some 
who  become  pregnant  not  only  during  the  course  of  the  disease, 
but  also  during  the  course  of  the  treatment  :  but  nevertheless 
in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  there  is  sterility,  and  in  examining 
with  the  utmost  care,  nothing  is  lound  in  the  uterus  itself  which 
explains  the  absence  of  conception.  The  question  then  arises 
whether  these  granulations  have  not  something  to  do  with  the 
sterility.     When  the  mucous  membrane,  which  covers  the  m- 
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ternal  surface  of  the  orifice,  is  tumefied,  this  tumefaction  dimin- 
ishes by  so  much,  the  diameter  of  the  orifice,  and  may  oppose 
the  penetration  of  the  semen  into  the  cavity  of  the  organ.  Then 
the  viscous,  glutinous  character  of  the  discharge  from  this  ori- 
fice, its  physical  properties  are  opposed  to  fecundation,  as  the 
mucus  is  often  so  tenacious  that  it  is  difficult  to  raise  it  with  the 
speculum  forceps.  Furthermore,  it  has  been  remarked  by  sev- 
eral observers,  that  women  who  have  been  married  several 
years,  and  who  were  found  to  be  affected  with  this  disease,  have 
become  enciente  after  having  been  subjected  to  the  appropriate 
treatment,  followed  by  a  cure.  Three  such  instances  have  oc- 
curred in  my  own  practice,  two  of  whom  are  now  happy  moth- 
ers, and  the  third  soon  hopes  to  be. 

Diagnosis.  This  is  not  usually  difficult  if  we  resort  to  the 
touch,  and  the  aid  of  the  speculum.  By  the  touch  we  find  a 
portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cervix  uteri  feeling 
softer  than  usual,  something  like  velvet ;  and  in  this  portion  the 
granulations  are  very  distinct,  as  if  millet  seeds  were  imbedded 
in  the  mucous  membrane.  Sometimes  they  attain  a  size  nearly 
as  large  as  a  small  pea.  The  surrounding  healthy  portion  feels 
smooth,  firm,  and  polished.  As  this  disease  always  preserves 
the  same  disposition,  commencing  at  the  centre  of  the  orifice  as 
the  point  of  departure,  and  extending  towards  the  external  cir- 
cumference of  the  orifice  as  it  progresses,  we  shall  invariably 
find  the  softening  and  the  granular  elevations  near  the  centre 
of  the  orifice,  while  the  external  circumference  will  retain  its 
normal  firmness  and  smoothness.  I  believe  that  this  affection 
never  implicates  the  whole  of  the  cervix.  By  the  touch  alone 
we  can  then  recognize  this  affection,  but  as  the  speculum  is  ab- 
solutely essential  to  its  appropriate  treatment,  we  can  then  avail 
ourselves  of  its  important  aid  in  confirming  our  diagnosis.  In- 
deed, without  the  speculum,  we  can  neither  limit  nor  define  its 
extent ;  and  even  the  existence  of  this  state  was  entirely  un- 
known previous  to  the  invention  of  the  speculum,  which  per- 
mitted one  to  see  a  very  marked  change  between  the  portion 
around  the  orifice,  and  the  external  circumference.  The  latter 
offers  a  pale  rose  tint,  like  that  of  the  healthy  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth  ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  diseased  portion  near 
the  orifice,  is  of  a  reddish  violet  color,  with  the  unequal  granu- 
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lated  surface  very  apparent.  This  is  sometimes  seen  within 
the  orifice  itself,  extending  by  degrees  to  the  neighboring  parts. 
Its  progressive  development  is  not  constantly  the  same.  Some- 
times it  extends  only  to  one  lip,  sometimes  to  both.  Its  form 
also  is  very  variable.  So  then,  the  two  pathognomonic  signs  of 
granulation  of  the  cervix  uteri  are  redness,  and  a  granulated, 
unequal  surface,  appreciable  both  to  the  touch,  and  to  the  sight. 
It  happens  frequently  that  when  the  speculum  is  introduced, 
one  can  distinguish  but  imperfectly  the  spots  of  which  we  have 
spoken,  because  a  certain  quantity  of  the  mucus  covers  the  neck 
and  conceals  the  granulations.  It  is  necessary  then  to  wipe  it 
away  by  means  of  long  straight-handled  forceps,  with  a  dossil 
of  lint  or  cotton  ;  anil  this  should  be  sufficiently  larire  to  accom- 
plish the  object  quickly,  and  sufficiently  soft  not  to  wound  the 
neck  of  the  uterus.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  wipe  from  the 
neck  the  mucosities  that  cover  it,  they  are  so  viscous,  thready, 
and  adherent.  By  louclnm;  with  the  nitrate  of  silver,  an  artifi- 
cial coagulation  is  produced,  rendering  their  removal  easy. 

Treatment.  General  or  constitutional  measures  exert  no  in- 
fluence over  this  disease;  and,  as  has  been  remarked  above, 
antiphlogistics  are  of  no  avail.  Of  all  therapeutic  means,  cau- 
terization is  the  only  one  which  has  been  employed  with  suc- 
cess. This  should  always  be  effected  by  substances  of  medium 
energy  ;  as,  when  these  are  used, the  physician  can  always  see 
the  diseased  part  in  ils  normal  aspect,  and  natural  condition. 
Jobert  do  Laniballe,  at  I  be  I  lopital  St.  Louis,  generally  makes 
use  of  the  hot  iron,  the  actual  cautery  ;  Lisfranc  the  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury  ;  but  Chomel  and  others  prefer  the  nitrate 
of  silver  in  the  solid  state  ;  and  it  has  this  advantage — that  we 
are  enabled  to  touch  the  projecting  portions  first  with  the  point 
of  the  caustic.  It  has  been  objected  to  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
thai  in  mixing  with  the  vaginal  mucosities,  it  determines  a  dis- 
charge which  turns  the  linen  black  when  suppuration  of  the 
eschars  takes  place,  and  that  it  sometimes  produces  a  little  dis- 
charge of  blood.  But  this  sanguinolent  discharge  is  entirely 
insignificant  and  without  value.  Some  have  recommended 
injections  after  the  cauterizations,  to  raise  the  superfluity  of  the 
caustics  ;  but  this  method  is  bad,  instead  of  which,  we  should 
very  gently  wipe  it  off  with  the  dossil  of  lint.     The  cautenza- 
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tions  should  be  repeated  a  great  number  of  times,  or,  at  least, 
until  the  granular  surface  has  entirely  resumed  its  normal  as- 
pect. The  day  one  practices  cauterization,  the  patient  should 
remain  some  time  in  the  horizontal  position,  in  absolute  repose. 
This  may  be  repeated  every  sixth  or  eighth  day,  unless,  from 
the  effects  of  the  disease  and  the  treatment,  the  patient  becomes 
so  nervous  and  irritable,  as  to  make  a  longer  delay  necessary. 
During  the  whole  period  of  treatment,  such  means  should  be 
used  as  the  state  of  the  general  system  may  demand. 

I  would  next  ask  your  attention  to  the  subject  of  Inflamma- 
tion, Ulceration  and  Induration  of  the  cervix  uteri.  Recent 
investigations  have  proved  that  this  class  of  affections  are  ex- 
ceedingly common,  and  that  they  are  the  cause,  in  a  large  ma- 
jority of  cases,  of  the  various  functional  derangements,  as  men- 
orrhagia,  dysmenorrhea,  leucorrhea,  prolapsus  uteri,  &c,  which 
have  usually  been  studied  and  treated  as  distinct  diseases. 
There  is,  probably,  no  branch  of  pathology  which  has  been  so 
little  understood,  no  class  of  diseases  which  have  been  so  badly 
treated.  Every  practitioner  is  aware  of  the  extreme  prevalence 
of  the  functional  disorders  above-mentioned,  and  of  their  intrac- 
table character  under  the  ordinary  routine  of  treatment.  A  re- 
cent writer  of  ability,  (Whitehead)  believes  that  scarcely  less 
than  one  half  of  all  married  women  between  the  age  of  twenty 
and  forty-five,  are  constantly  suffering  under  the  influence  of 
uterine  disease,  and  his  researches  have  demonstrated  that  be- 
sides these  functional  disorders,  it  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of 
sterility  and  abortion.  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  a  resume  of  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  these  affections  of  the  cervix, 
for  which  we  are  indebted  principally,  to  the  labors  of  Boivin 
and  Duges,  Duparcque,  Lisfranc,  Emery,  Jobert  de  Lambelle 
and  Castilhes,  in  France  ;  Bennet,  Montgomery,  Kennedy  and 
Whitehead  in  Great  Britain. 

Inflammation  ol  the  cervix,  with  its  sequelae,  ulceration  and 
induration,  may  occur  in  the  virgin  and  in  the  married,  who 
have  not  borne  children,  but  it  is  much  more  frequent  in  those 
who  have  borne  children.  The  character  of  the  disease  is  es- 
sentially the  same  in  the  three  classes,  arising  from  similar 
causes,  producing  similar  symptoms,  and  requiring  similar  treat- 
ment in  all.     I  have  had  no  experience  in  the  disease  occurring 
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in  virgins.  I  will  only  say  in  regard  to  it,  that  Dr.  Bennet  has 
found  it  the  most  frequent  cause  of  the  severe  dysmenorrhea  and 
inveterate  leucorrhea,  connected  with  great  general  debility  and 
prostration,  which  occur  occasionally  in  the  virgin  female  ;  and 
that  from  the  increased  volume  and  weight  of  the  cervix,  a  par- 
tial prolapsus  is  sometimes  produced,  as  in  the  married  female, 
the  treatment  of  which  by  pessaries,  is  not  only  of  no  benefit, 
but  productive,  oftentimes,  of  the  most  disastrous  results. 

Causes.  In  brief,  the  most  frequent  causes  of  this  disease, 
are  supposed  to  be  labor  and  abortion.  To  these  may  be  ad- 
ded, sudden  suppression  of  t lie  menses,  or  of  the  lochia,  the 
irritation  arising  from  sexual  congress,  or  produced  by  the  use 
of  pessaries,  aphthous  inflammation  of  i lit-  vagina  propagated 
to  the  os.  tinea-,  and  metritis  localising  under  a  chronic  form  in 
the  cervix. 

Symptoms.  I  will  mention  only  those  which  may  be  regard- 
ed as  characteristic  of  this  disease,  omitting  entirely  those 
which  occur  in  common  with  other  local  inflammations.  Pain- 
ful and  difficult  menstruation  conjoined  with  &  permanent  \ea- 
corrheal  discharge,    may  be  regarded  as  almost  pathognomonic 

of  this  affection.  Dysmenorrhea  alone  maj  exisl  without  dis- 
ease of  the  cervix.  There  are  sonic  w  ho  from  a  peculiar  organ- 
ism, suffer  pain  during  each  catamenial  period  from  the  first 
appearance  of  this  function,  and  tins  may  arise  from  mechan- 
ical obstruction  or  from  a  neuralgic  condition,  developed  by  the 
uterine  excitement  which  exists  during  menstruation.  The 
previous  uterine  liislon  ol  I  lie  patient  sbouKI  then  be  carefully 
learned,  and  if  it  is  found  that  the  menstruation  became  painful 
and  difficult,  for  the  fir  si  time,  alter  a  sudden  suppression  of  the 
menses,  or  after  marriage,  or  after  labor  or  an  abortion,  we  have 
strong  presumptive  evidence  that  inflammatory  disease  of  the 
cervix  is  the  cause,  and  this  diagnosis  is  continued  if  the  dys- 
menorrhea be  accompanied  by  a  constant  leuqprrheal  discharge. 
The  absence  of  all  leueorrlieal  discharge  does  not  positively 
pro\  e  that  there  is  not  inflammatory  ulceration  and  induration  of 
the  cervix,  because  the  secretion  from  the  ulcerated  surface  may 
be  so  small  in  quantity,  that  the  surrounding  tissues  may  com- 
pletely absorb  it,  so  that  no  discharge  is  observed.  Many  fe- 
males have  a  leucorrheal  discharge  two  or  three  days  previous 
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to  the  menstrual  discharge,  and  also  two  or  three  days  after- 
wards, it  being  entirely  absent  in  the  intermediate  periods,  and 
this  may  be  regarded  as  their  normal  state.  But  if  there  is  a 
constant,  white,  starch-like  or  yellow  vaginal  discharge,  and 
this  is  associated  with  dysmenorrhea,  continuing  through  the 
whole  menstrual  period,  we  may  be  nearly  certain  that  this  dis- 
ease of  the  cervix  exists.  The  menstruation  may  be  scanty 
under  these  circumstances,  or  it  may  be  profuse,  constituting  a 
menorrhagia.  The  patient  ordinarily  suffers  from  a  constant 
"  aching  pain"  in  the  hypogastric,  inguinal  and  lumbar  regions. 
The  pain  is  usually  increased  by  pressure  made  just  above  the 
pubis,  but  relieved  by  pressure  in  the  inguinal  regions.  But 
this  is  not  always  the  case,  as  there  is  sometimes  very  great  ten- 
derness over  the  whole  of  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  If 
the  disease  has  been  of  long  standing,  the  patient  suffers  from 
"beating  and  throbbing"  in  the  back,  and  sometimes  excrucia- 
ting pain  directly  over  the  coccyx.  The  digestive  organs  be- 
come deranged,  there  is  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouth,  a  coated  and 
flabby  tongue.  Not  unfrequently,  pulmonary  symptoms  ap- 
pear, attracting  more  attention  both  from  the  physician  and  the 
patient  than  those  which  indicate  the  real  cause  of  her  ill 
health.  In  many,  the  moral  nature  is  remarkably  changed,  the 
patient  becoming  capricious  and  unreasonable,  peevish  and 
despondent,  and  tortured  by  a  thousand  nervous  symptoms, 
The  hysterical  phenomena  are  ordinarily  very  much  aggrava- 
ted during  the  menstrual  period,  occasionally  inducing  cramps 
and  convulsions.  When  the  disease  has  become  inveterate,  the 
sense  of  weight  and  bearing  down  in  the  pelvis,  induces  the 
patient  and  oftentimes  her  medical  attendant  to  believe,  that 
she  has  prolapsus  uteri,  and  an  abdominal  supporter  or  a  pessary 
is  applied.  While  I  regard  these  troublesome  and  inconvenient 
appliances  as  absurd  and  unphilosophical  in  all  cases,  and  pro- 
ductive of  positive  injury  in  many,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
abdominal  supporter,  for  example,  often  relieves  the  patient 
from  the  pains  over  the  pubis,  in  the  groins  and  in  the  back,  by 
its  pressure  upon  the  integuments  and  the  uterine  ligaments, 
thus  interrupting  the  communication  between  the  uterine  and 
the  spinal  nerves  distributed  to  the  surrounding  viscera.  But  it 
never  cures,  it  only  conceals. 


29 

Although  the  symptoms  above  enumerated,  indicate  with  a 
great  degree  of  probability,  the  disease  of  the  cervix  now  under 
consideration,  yet  we  must  resort  to  the  touch  and  to  the  spec- 
ulum, for  absolute  and  positive  proof  of  its  existence.  By  the 
touch,  we  easily  recognize  the  increased  size  and  density  of  the 
cervix,  and  the  absence  of  the  unctuous,  greasy  feel  of  the  os. 
If  inflammation  of  the  cervix  exists  without  ulceration,  the 
mucous  membrane  will  feel  smooth  and  equal,  and  the  tissue  of 
the  cervix  will  be  found  more  elastic  than  when  in  its  normal 
condition.  The  sensation  produced  by  the  ulcerated  surface 
has  been  compared  to  that  of  velvet,  and  if  the  tissue  beneath 
be  indurated,  to  that  of  velvet  covering  any  hard  substance,  as 
a  table  for  example.  Sometimes  fissures  are  distini  tlv  fell  sub- 
dividing the  cervix  into  lobules,  the  tubercles  of  the  older  wri- 
ters. The  cervix  is  found  lower  down  in  the  pelvis  than  nat- 
ural, constituting  a  greater  or  less  decree  of  prolapsus,  and  gen- 
erally directed  backwards  towards  the  concavity  of  the  sacrum. 
From  the  induration  which  exists  in  some  cases,  one  might  be 
led  to  suspect  a  cancerous  deposit,  but  the  error  will  be  cor- 
rected if  the  history  of  the  case  is  carefully  sought  for,  and  by 
observing  the  freedom  of  the  vagina  at  its  union  with  the  neck, 
and  the  movability  of  the  uterus  within  the  pelvic  cavity,  which 
is  not  the  case  in  cancer.  The  os  uteri  is  ordinarily  more  or 
less  open,  sometimes  admitting  with  ease  the  first  phalanx. 
The  presence  or  absence  of  pain  from  the  toucli  cannot,  I  think, 
be  regarded  as  a  means  of  diagnosis. 

On  examining  with  the  speculum,  there  is  always  seen  more 
or  less  muco-purulent  matter  around  and  covering  the  os.  On 
removing  this  with  a  dossil  ol  lint,  the  tumefied  cervix  is  seen, 
sometimes  so  much  enlarged,  that  both  lips  cannot  enter  at  the 
same  time  the  speculum.  '"  ^  hen  inflamed,  the  tumefied  cervix 
presents  a  more  or  less  intense  red,  glistening  hue,  instead  of 
the  pale,  dull  whitish  color,  which  is  natural  to  it." — (Bennet.) 
If  ulceration  exists,  the  ulcerated  surface  may  offer  all  the  vari- 
eties of  appearance,  common  to  suppurating  surfaces  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  from  a  slight  abrasion,  to  the  large  flabby 
bleeding  granulations.  From  the  different  appearances  which 
these  ulcers  present,  some  have  described  the  granular  ulcer, 
the  fissurated  ulcer,  the  varicose  ulcer,  the  "  cock's-comb  gran- 
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ulation," — (Kennedy,  Dublin  Quar.  Journ. of  Medical  Science,) 
&c;  but  these  divisions  seem  to  me,  to  have  no  practical  value 
except  as  facilitating  description.  The  character  and  treat- 
ment are  essentially  the  same,  varied  only  as  the  discriminating, 
well  read  physician,  would  vary  it  on  general  principles. 

Treatment.  As  my  design  in  this  dissertation  is  simply  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  profession  in  this  State  to  this  important 
class  of  diseases,  not  to  arrogate  to  myself  the  office  of  a  teacher, 
I  shall  mention  in  the  briefest  manner,  the  treatment  which  I 
believe  to  be  inculcated  by  the  best  authorities,  and  by  which 
I  have  been  governed  in  my  own  practice,  omitting  entirely  all 
discussion  of  the  various  novelties  now  proposed  in  Europe. 
If  there  is  simply  congestive  engorgement  or  acute  inflammation 
of  the  cervix  uteri,  leeches,  applied  by  means  of  the  cylinder 
speculum  to  the  diseased  part,  constitute  the  most  essential  part 
of  the  treatment.  Even  one  application  of  a  half  dozen  of 
leeches,  I  have  known  to  produce  a  wonderful  change  in  the 
general  condition  of  the  patient.  The  leeches  may  be  encour- 
eged  to  bleed,  by  a  continued  irrigation  of  the  cervix,  with  as 
warm  water  as  can  be  borne,  and  this  may  be  accomplished 
either  by  the  syphon  proposed  by  Dr.  Kennedy,  or  by  the  ordi- 
nary self-injecting  apparatus  now  in  so  common  use.  The  pa- 
tient should  preserve  as  much  as  possible  the  recumbent  posture, 
for  several  days  after  the  application  of  the  leeches.  Lying  in 
the  warm  bath,  if  practicable,  for  an  hour  or  more  every  day,  is, 
I  think,  of  very  great  service.  Counter  irritations,  as  Granville's 
lotion,  sinapisms,  &c  ,  applied  over  the  pubis,  often  seems  pro- 
ductive of  great  relief.  If  to  the  above  be  added  a  saline  pur- 
gative every  other  day,  and  colchicum  and  camphor  every  few 
hours  in  the  intermediate  period,  I  think  a  cure  will  ordinarily 
be  effected  in  a  very  short  period.  If  the  disease  of  the  cervix 
has  assumed  the  chronic  form  of  ulceration  and  induration, 
cauterization  constitutes  the  most  essential  part  of  the  treat- 
ment. For  this  purpose  the  nitrate  of  silver,  the  acid  nitrate  of 
mercury,  the  potassa  fusa,  the  Vienna  paste,  and  the  actual  cau- 
tery have  been  used.  Without  entering  into  any  discussion  in 
regard  to  the  comparative  merit  of  each  of  these  different  arti- 
cles, I  will  merely  say  that  in  my  own  practice,  I  have  made 
use  of  only  the  nitrate  of  silver,  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  and 
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the  actual  cautery.     The  principles  which  govern  me  in  select- 
ing the  agent  to  be  used  are  the  following  :  if  there  be  only  sim- 
ple ulceration,  without  much  induration  of  the  tissue  beneath, 
the  nitrate  of  silver  is  to   be  preferred.     If  the  ulceration  is 
somewhat  extensive,  with  partial  induration,  I  prefer  the  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury.     If  the  ulcerated  surface  presents  a  fungous 
appearance,  and  is  accompanied  with  deep  seated  induration,  I 
resort  at  once    to  the  actual  cautery,  as  it  seems  to  me  more 
manageable,  and  less  liable  to  produce  injury  to  the  surrounding 
parts  than  either  the  Vienna  paste  or  the  potassa  fusa.     It  pro- 
duces not  the  slightest  pain   at  the  time  of  the  application. 
Whatever  may  be  the  agent  that  is  used,  no  pain  is  caused  by 
the  operation,  but  the  irencrai  symptoms  are  usuallv  ao-»ravated 
a  few  hours  afterwards,  continuing  sometimes  for  two  or  three 
days.     In  the  five  cases  in  winch  I  have  made  use  of  the  actual 
cifutcry,  I  have  thought  the   subsequent  symptoms  were   much 
less  severe  than  in  those  eases,  where  I  have  used  the  nitrate  of 
silver  or   the   acid    mlrale  of   mercury.     The   only  other  local 
treatment  necessary,  is  the   frequent   use  of  weak    astringent 
injections,  as  alum,  tannin,  sulphate  of   line,  &c.     As  a  pallia- 
tive, I  have  found  the  injection  of  cold  water  into  the  rectum, 
nielli   and  morning,  more  satisfactory  than  any  thing  else.     F 
shall  not  occupy  your  tune  with  any  remarks  in  regard  to  the 
necessary  constitutional   treatment,  as  the  practitioner  will  be 
guided  by  the  general  indications  of  the  case.     I  believe  that 
the  mistake  that  I  have  made  the  most  frequently,  has  been  in 
resorting  too   early  to  the  use  of  tonics.     However  weak  and 
attenuated  the  patient  may  have  been,  tonics  have  seemed  to 
do  harm,  while  the  patient  was  subjected  to  deep  cauterizations. 
When  the  tissue  of  the  cervix   has  recovered  its  normal  condi- 
tion, then  tonics  judiciously  prescribed,  seem  to  build  up  the  pa- 
tient  .it    once.     Pregnancy  has   been  formerly   regarded  as   an 
indication  that  the  local  treatment  should  be  discontinued.   But 
the  observation*  of  Bennett  and  Whitehead  prove  that  not  only 
is  it  safe  and  tree  from  danger  of  producing  abortion,  but  that 
it  is  the  most  certain  means  ot  preventing  this  occurrence  ;  dis- 
eases of  the  cervix  being  by  far  the  most  frequent   causes  of 
abortion.      In   :tls  cases  of   abortion,   Mr.  Whitehead  (on  the 
causes  and  treatment  of  sterilitv  and  abortion)  found  disease  of 
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the  lower  part  of  the  uterus  to  be  the  cause  in  275.  The  other 
causes  which  he  mentions,  are,  accidental  agencies  in  44  ;  pla- 
centa previa  in  8  ;  constipation,  3  ;  retroversion,  3  ;  incurable 
disease,  1  ;  vascular  congestion,  15  ;  obscure  causes,  29.  More 
than  seventy  per  cent,  of  the  abortions  arise  from  diseases  of 
the  cervix.  We  can  easily  conceive  then,  that  the  successful 
treatment  of  the  disease,  will  be  the  most  effectual  means  of 
preventing  the  abortion.  I  have  never  been  called  to  treat  a 
patient  during  pregnancy,  but  I  should  regard  its  existence  as 
a  more  urgent  reason  for  subjecting  the  patient  to  the  appropri- 
ate treatment. 

I  will  submit  to  you  an  abstract  of  the  more  important  symp- 
toms attending  thirty-three  cases  which  have  come  under  my 
care,  as  I  should  exhaust  your  patience,  were  I  to  give  a  detailed 
report  of  each.  All  were  or  had  been  married.  Twenty-one 
had  borne  children,  and  of  the  remaining  twelve,  seven  had 
aborted  ;  one,  four  times,  three  twice,  and  three  once  each.  A 
constant  leucorrheal  discharge  was  a  symptom  in  every  case. 
This  discharge  was  in  some  white,  in  others  yellow,  and  in  five 
it  was  frequently  sanguinolent,  particularly  after  connection. 
Dysmenorrhea  (I  restrict  the  term  to  those  cases  where  the  pain 
continues  severe  through  the  whole  catamenial  period,)  existed 
in  nine  cases.  In  all,  the  first  day  of  the  menstrual  discharge 
was  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  pain.  Menstruation  was  pro- 
fuse in  thirteen,  scanty  in  three,  irregular  as  to  its  appearance 
and  sometimes  profuse  and  sometimes  scanty  in  five.  The 
"  bearing  down"  symptoms  were  the  most  prominent  in  thirteen, 
eight  of  whom  had  worn  abdominal  supporters,  four  had  worn 
pessaries,  the  other  was  accustomed  to  wear  a  belt  of  her  own 
construction,  which  she  thought  relieved  her.  Two  patients 
had  no  suspicion  that  they  were  subjects  of  uterine  disease,  but 
sought  medical  advice  on  account  of  some  pulmonary  symp- 
toms, which  alarmed  them  extremely.  These  however  entirely 
disappeared  when  the  disease  of  the  cervix  was  cured.  I  think 
the  above  analysis  embraces  all  the  important  general  symp- 
toms, except  those  which  may  be  regarded  as  purely  nervous. 
These  were  so  numerous,  and  presented  such  a  variety  of  char- 
acters, that  it  would  be  impossible  either  to  analyze  or  to  class- 
ify them. 
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I  will  ask  your  indulgence  while  I  give  a  somewhat  detailed 
report  of  three  cases,  which  I  think  offer  some  points  of  pecul- 
iar interest.     'Sept.  6,  1846,  I  was  called  in  great  haste  to  see 

Mrs, ,  who  was  represented  to  be  in  a  dying  state.     I  found 

her  in  a  violent  hysterical  paroxysm,  really  alarming  to  her 
friends,  as  they  never  had  seen  her  in  such  a  state  before.  She 
was  of  a  florid  complexion,  very  full  plethoric  habit,  and  had 
always  been  in  perfect  health,  the  bystanders  stated.  But  on 
visiting  her  the  next  day,  I  learned  the  following  history.  Up 
to  the  time  of  her  marriage,  which  was  five  years  betore,  she 
never  had  had  an  ill  day  to  the  best  of  her  recollection.  Five 
weeks  after  she  was  married,  she  was  attacked  with  what  her 
physician  called  "  inflammation  of  the  bowels."  Soon  after  her 
recovery,  she  first  observed  a  lcucorrheal  discharge.  It  was 
sometimes  white,  sometimes  yellowish,  and  at  other  times  green- 
ish, but  she  "  did  not  think  there  had  been  a  single  day  that  she 
had  been  free  from  it,  except  when  she  was  unwell."  She  had 
aborted  three  times,  the  last  time,  (in  Jan.  1845)  she  was  obli- 
ged to  call  in  medical  aid  "after  she  gol  all  through,"  on  ac- 
count of  the  flowing,  which  was  very  excessive.  Since  that 
time  menstruation  had  been  growing  more  and  more  painful. 
She  could  not  recollect  that  she  had  suffered  during  the  cata- 
menial  discharge  previous  to  the  last  abortion.  Coition  had 
been  painful  and  disagreeable  to  her  since  she  had  "  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels."  More  than  a  year  ago  it  became  so  ex- 
tremely painful  and  intolerable,  that  she  "had  been  compelled 
to  live  like  a  nun  ever  since."  These  were  her  exact  words' 
The  menses  had  been  diminishing  in  quantity  for  the  last  six 
months.  The  two  periods  previous  to  my  being  sent  for,  had 
continued  but  two  days  each,  which  she  had  been  obliged  to 
pass  upon  her  bed  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  dysmenorr- 
heal  pains,  and  a  most  distressing  vertigo.  She  was  perfectly 
willing  to  submit  to  any  treatment  which  would  offer  a  prospect 
of  cure,  on  account  of  the  unhappy  coldness  existing  between 
her  husband  and  herself,  which  she  described  as  amounting  to 
absolute  hatred  on  his  part,  which  was  breaking  her  heart,  but 
which  had  been  most  studiously  concealed  from  their  most  inti- 

*  These  cases  are  related  by  permission 
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mate  friends,  as  they  erroneously  supposed.  At  this  time  her 
skin  was  hot  and  dry,  pulse  quick  and  hard,  pain  in  the  head, 
back,  and  along  the  thighs.  No  satisfactory  information  could 
be  obtained  by  the  touch,  on  account  of  the  extreme  tenderness 
of  the  cervix  uteri,  except  that  it  was  very  low  down  in  the  pel- 
vis and  much  enlarged.  I  therefore  directed  her  to  remain  in 
bed,  and  to  take  the  following  medicine,  viz.:  1^.  Pulv.  Rad. 
Colchic.  3i,  Pulv.  Gum  Camphor,  3ii,  Ext.  Hyoscyamus,  9i.  M. 
Div.  in  chart  No.  10.  S.  One  every  fifth  hour.  If  there  was 
no  movement  of  the  bowels,  she  was  to  take  on  the  next  day 
^  Sulph.  Magnes.  3i,  Tart.  Antimonii  et  Potassae,  gr.  i.  Succi 
Limonis,  Aq.  Puree,  aa  3ii.  M.  Sep.  10.  The  general  appearance 
of  the  patient  had  very  much  improved.  The  mixture  had  ope- 
rated freely,  both  as  an  emetic  and  cathartic.  I  did  not  at- 
tempt to  examine  by  touch,  but  introduced  the  speculum,  with 
some  pain,  for  the  purpose  of  applying  leeches  to  the  cervix. 
There  was  an  abundance  of  muco-purulent  secretion  in  the  up- 
per part  of  the  vagina,  on  removing  which  with  a  dossil  of  lint,  a 
part  of  the  anterior  lip  was  seen,  of  a  deep  red  color,  but  no 
ulceration  was  visible.  Eight  leeches  were  applied.  She  was 
directed  to  inject  into  the  vagina,  four  or  five  times  a  day,  a 
warm  decoction  of  poppy  leaves,  and  a  pint  of  cold  water  into 
the  rectum  every  morning. 

Sept.  18.  The  patient  so  much  better,  that  I  was  able  to  get  a 
good  examination.  The  cervix  is  low  down,  enlarged,  offering 
to  the  finger  very  distinctly,  the  velvety  sensation  around  the 
orifice,  and  well  marked  lobulated  indurations.  By  the  specu- 
lum, the  orifice  was  about  a  half  inch  in  length,  somewhat  patu- 
lous, from  which  I  wiped  nearly  a  teaspoon-full  of  a  muco- 
purulent secretion,  when  an  ulceration  was  distinctly  seen,  oc- 
cupying both  lips.  The  ulcerated  surface  was  of  a  bright  red 
color,  and  did  not  bleed.  Cauterized  with  the  acid  nitrate  of 
mercury.  In  the  evening,  ten  hours  after  the  cauterization, 
she  had  a  second  hysterical  paroxysm,  more  violent  than  the 
first.  The  succeeding  two  days  her  symptoms  were  all  aggra- 
vated :  but  after  that  she  improved  so  much,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  she  could  be  persuaded  to  remain  in  bed.  Weak 
injections  of  sulph.  zinc  and  alum,  were  substituted  for  the  de- 
coction of  poppy,  she  continuing  the  cold  water  enema  every 
morning. 
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Sept.  26.  The  cauterization  was  repeated,  the  immediate 
effects  of  which  were  much  less  severe  than  before.  The 
menses  appeared  on  the  30th,  nearly  a  week  earlier  than  she 
anticipated,  lasting  three  days,  but  attended  with  a  good  deal  of 
pain.  Cauterized  again  Oct.  6th.  On  the  15th,  the  induration 
was  entirely  gone,  and  the  ulcerated  surface  completely  healed, 
but  as  purulent  matter  was  seen  issuing  from  the  orifice,  1  intro- 
duced nearly  an  inch  into  the  cervix,  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver, 
and  again  on  the  20th.  The  menses  appeared  on  the  24th,  con- 
tinuing for  five  days,  and  without  pain,  except  just  before  their 
appearance.  1  then  permitted  her  to  resume  her  ordinary  habits. 
Nov.  12th.  On  an  examination  with  the  speculum,  and  by  the 
touch,  no  appearance  of  disease  was  discovered.  The  patient 
described  herself  as  being  perfectly  well,  and  it  was  sufficiently 
evident  that  connubial  harmony  was  restored.  Dec.  15th.  A 
speculum  examination  was  made,  as  the  patient  had  some  symp. 
torns  which  led  her  to  fear  that  the  disease  was  returning.  An 
irregular  erosion  with  some  increased  redness  was  visible  on  the 
anterior  lip  ;  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  was  applied,  a  temper- 
ance lecture  was  given  to  the  husband,  and  the  patient  has  had 
no  occasion  for  medical  aid  since,  except  on  one  occasion,  when 
the  squalling  of  a  fine  baby  was  deemed  delicious  music  by  at 
least  three  persons,  the  parents  and  the  accoucheur. 

Case  II.  The  patient  in  this  case  was  forty-two  years  of 
age,  the  mother  of  eight  children,  the  youngest  eight  years  old, 
since  the  birth  of  which  she  had  never  been  pregnant.  She 
was  very  pale,  extremely  emaciated,  and  years  before,  she  had 
worn  out  the  patience  of  every  regular  practitioner  in  the  vicin- 
ity, since  which  she  had  tried  every  itinerant  quack,  and  every 
patent  medicine  that  she  could  hear  of.  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
give  a  history  of  the  case  as  it  was  related  to  me,  as  it  was  the 
most  tedious  that  I  was  ever  compelled  to  hear,  she  seeming  to 
fear  all  the  time,  that  I  should  not  attach  sufficient  importance 
to  every  ache  and  ail  she  had  suffered  since  her  childhood. 
Among  other  complaints,  according  to  her  opinion,  she  had 
"two  consumptions,"  "the  liver  complaint,"  "the  gravel  awful- 
ly," and  "falling  of  the  womb."  She  asserted,  that  for  many 
years,  she  had  had  a  constant  leucorrheal  discharge,  but  that 
she  had  been  "flowing"  every  day  for  the  last  five  months, 
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which  statement  was  confirmed  by  her  husband's  sister,  who 
was  present.  The  discharge  had  never  been  fetid.  On  a  digi- 
tal examination,  the  ulcerated  surface  was  distinctly  felt,  the 
anterior  lip  seeming  shorter  than  the  posterior,  indurated  and 
voluminous.  The  touch  was  not  painful,  and  the  uterus  was 
perfectly  movable.  On  introducing  the  speculum,  it  was  half 
filled  with  a  bloody,  sanious  discharge,  on  removing  which,  a 
fungous  ulceration  was  distinctly  visible,  completely  filling  the 
field  of  the  speculum.  On  varying  the  direction  of  the  specu- 
lum, so  as  to  bring  into  view  the  other  parts  of  the  cervix,  about 
one-third  only  of  the  posterior  lip  was  found  free  from  ulcera- 
tion. The  diagnosis  was  extremely  doubtful  in  my  mind, 
whether  it  was  a  corroding  ulcer,  an  ulcerated  cancer,  or  an 
inflammatory  ulceration. 

It  was  impossible  for  me  to  decide  satisfactorily  whether  the 
increased  size  of  the  cervix  was  due  to  engorgement  or  to  mor- 
bid deposition  in  the  part.  But  the  uterus  was  movable,  and 
the  discharge  had  never  been  fetid,  two  facts  opposed  to  the 
idea  of  carcinomatous  ulceration,  and  the  fungous  granulations 
appeared  too  large  for  corroding  ulcer.  On  suggesting,  with  a 
good  deal  of  hesitation,  that  there  was  a  bare  possibility  that 
some  benefit  might  accrue  from  cauterizing  with  a  hot  iron,  to 
my  utter  astonishment,  she  at  once  insisted  it  should  be  done, 
evidently  from  a  morbid  desire  for  sympathy  on  account  of  being 
the  subject  of  such  a  terrific  operation.  Not  to  weary  you  with 
a  minute  detail  of  the  case,  I  will  say  in  general  terms  that  the 
cervix  was  cauterized  with  the  hot  iron  three  times,  and  with  the 
nitrate  of  silver  twice,  the  intervals  between  each  cauterization 
varying  from  eight  days  to  three  weeks,  and  that  a  perfect  cure 
was  the  result.  It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  she  has  had 
any  uterine  discharge,  either  sanguineous  or  leucorrheal,  and 
her  general  health  is  now  excellent.  A  little  of  the  old  spirit 
however  remains,  as  the  last  time  I  saw  her,  some  two  months 
since,  she  was  very  much  afraid  that  her  flesh  was  bloat  and  her 
color  hectic. 

Case  III.  I  shall  relate  in  very  brief  terms  this  case,  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  easy  it  is  to  be  mistaken,  and 
of  enforcing  the  importance  of  caution  in  prognosis.  The  pa- 
tient was  pale,  feeble  and  emaciated  from  a  menorrhagia  of 


37 

three  years  standing.  It  had  been  several  times  arrested  for  a 
short  period,  only  to  recur  again  with  increased  violence.  She 
was  the  mother  of  three  children,  the  youngest  six  years  old, 
since  the  birth  of  which  she  had  never  conceived.  The  slight- 
est exertion,  as  going  up  stairs  or  riding  in  an  easy  carriage, 
would  frequently  bring  on  a  sudden  and  profuse  discharge  of 
blood.  I  will  do  myself  the  justice  to  say,  that  in  the  onset  I 
suspected  a  polypus,  but  on  making  a  most  careful  examination, 
I  found  nothing  to  confirm  my  suspicion.  The  cervix  was 
moderately  tender  to  the  touch,  the  orifice  open,  admitting  the 
ungueal  portion  of  the  finger,  with  apparently  a  very  superficial 
induration  of  the  anterior  lip.  The  vaginal  portion  of  the  cervix 
seemed  to  me  full  two  inches  in  length,  but  not  enlarged  to  any 
considerable  extent.  From  the  result  of  this  examination  and  a 
full  history  of  the  case,  I  was  induced  to  urge  upon  my  patient 
a  specular  examination,  which  she  with  some  reluctance  con- 
sented to.  On  discovering  a  superficial  ulceration  of  some  ex- 
tent, involving  both  lips  of  the  cervix,  1  was  stupid  enough 
to  promise  a  very  speedy  cure.  The  ulceration  was  soon  cured, 
but  not  so  the  uterine  hemorrhage.  Tins  continued,  although 
not  the  slightest  disease  of  the  cervix  could  be  discovered  by 
repeated  and  careful  examination,  both  by  the  touch  and  with 
the  speculum.  Every  known  remedy  was  resorted  to,  with  but 
very  little  benefit,  until  at  last  I  lost  all  confidence  in  myself, 
and  plainly  told  my  patient  so.  She  became  subject  to  repeat- 
ed attacks  of  hemorrhage  from  the  nose,  and  her  general  health 
was  fast  breaking  up.  Thus  the  case  went  on,  for  nearly  four 
months,  when  in  October  last,  I  read  an  article  by  Dr.  Bennet, 
in  the  London  Lancet  for  August,  1847,  on  ulceration  of  the 
cervix  uteri,  accompanying  uterine  polypi.  Another  specular 
examination  was  made,  separating  the  lips  of  the  cervix  with 
the  speculum  forceps,  so  that  a  portion  of  the  cavity  of  the  cer- 
vix was  distinctly  visible,  but  nothing  could  be  detected  indica- 
ting the  existence  of  a  polypus.  On  attempting  to  examine 
with  a  probe,  so  much  hemorrhage  came  on  that  I  was  obliged 
to  desist  from  farther  exploration.  She  was  so  much  exhausted 
by  this  examination  that  she  kept  her  bed  for  a  week,  and  three 
weeks  were  allowed  to  pass  before  she  was  again  subjected  to 
another  examination.     At  this  time  a  sponge  tent  was  introdu- 
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ced  into  the  cervix,  and  retained  in  its  place  by  filling  the  vagina 
with  old  linen,  and  this  was  allowed  to  remain,  she  keeping  her 
bed  for  two  days.  The  last  day  she  suffered  from  pains  which 
she  described  as  being  exactly  like  labor  pains,  only  more  severe 
than  she  had  ever  experienced.  On  removing  the  tampon  and 
sponge,  a  profuse  discharge  of  blood  took  place,  obliging  me  to 
wait  nearly  two  hours  before  I  judged  it  proper  to  proceed  far- 
ther. On  introducing  the  speculum,  and  separating  the  lips  of 
the  cervix,  the  cavity  of  which  was  a  good  deal  dilated  by  the 
sponge,  the  cause  of  all  her  trouble  was  apparent,  although  im- 
perfectly so  from  the  constant  oosing  of  blood.  With  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty  I  succeeded  in  twisting  and  pulling  off  with 
the  forceps,  the  polypus  which  I  now  exhibit  to  you.  Symp- 
toms of  acute  metritis,  requiring  active  treatment  for  a  few 
days,  came  on  directly  after  the  operation,  followed  again  by 
ulceration  of  the  cervix,  which  yielded  readily  to  cauterization 
with  the  nitrate  of  silver.  Her  restoration  to  health  was  slow 
but  complete. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  added  a  few  observations  on  some 
of  the  functional  disorders  which  occur  so  frequently,  as  symp- 
toms of  the  diseases  which  we  have  been  considering,  but  I 
have  already  taxed  your  patience  too  severely.  Allow  me  in 
conclusion,  to  state  my  conviction  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
cases  of  prolapsus,  dysmenorrhea,  menorrhagia,  and  leucorrhea, 
which  the  medical  man  is  called  upon  to  treat,  arises  from 
organic  disease  of  the  cervix  uteri.  Dr.  William  C.  Roberts, 
in  by  far  the  very  best  paper  I  have  read  on  the  subject  of  leu- 
corrhea, (New  York  Journal  of  Medicine,  for  May  and  July, 
1845,)  demonstrates,  most  satisfactorily  to  my  mind,  that  this.is 
the  true  pathology  of  leucorrhea,  and  J  have  no  doubt  that 
future  investigations  will  establish  the  fact,  that  the  other  affec- 
tions referred  to  above,  are  rarely  idiopathic  diseases. 


Act  nf  Incorporation  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society.  Act 
in  relation  to  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College.  By- 
Laws,  6j-c. 


AN  ACT 

TO    INCOIIPORATE    THE    CONNECTICUT    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted  try  the  Senate  and  Hans,  «./  Representatives  in 
General  Assembly  convened,  Thai  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  now 
members  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  andall  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons who  shall  he  associated  with  them  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
this:  act,  shall  he  and  remain  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  b]  the  name  of 
The  Connecticut  Medical  SOCIETY  ;  and  h>    thai  name,   they  and  their 

successors  shall  and  may  have  perpetual  succession  ;  shall  be  capable  of 
suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded,  in  all  suits  of  what- 
ever name  or  nature  ;  may  have  a  COD in  .->  ;d,  and  inai  alter  the  same 

at  pleasure  ;  and  ma\   al.-o  purcha-e.   receive,  hold  and  convey  anj  estate, 

real  or  personal,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  2.    The' members  of  the  Society  shall  meet,  annually,  in  their  re- 
spective counties,  at  such  places  as  have  hem  ur  may  hereafter  be  agreed 

upon  by  them,  (on  the  second  Thursday  of  April  ;)  and  shall  elect  from 
among  themselves,  a  chairman,  clerk  and   such  Other  officers  as  they  may 

find  necessafj  ■  and  being  thus  organized,  shall  thereupon,  immediately 

elect,  by  ballot,  of  their  own  numher,  in  each  county  five,  except  in  the 
Counties  of  Middlesex  and  Tolland,  anil  in  each  of  those  counties  three 
Fellows,   to  have  the    superintendence  and  management   of  the   Society. 

And  the  members  of  the  Society  in  their  respective  count]  meetings,  shall 

have  power  I o  adjourn  said  meetings  from  tune  to  time,  and  to  hold  Bpecial 
meetings  as    thej   may  judge  expedient;  and  may  adopt    such  regulations 
for  their  own  government,   and  for  the  promotion  of  Medical  Science,  as 
they  may  think  proper,  not  repugnant  to  the  by-laws  of  the  Society . 
Sec.   3.    The  Fello ws thus  chosen al  the  several  county  meetings,  shall 

meet  together,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  May,  annually,  at  such  time 
and  place  as  has  been,  or  may  he  designated  by  them  :  and  being  thus  as- 
sembled, shall  elect  by  ballot,  Ic-'iii  among  any  of  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety, a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Society 
who  shall  hold  their  office  one  year  and  until  others  be  chosen,  and  shall  by- 
virtue  of  their  office,  be  Fellows  of  the  Society  for  the  time  being  ;  and 
shall  have  the  same  power,  privileges  and  authority  as  if  originally  elected 
*quch  by  the  members  of  the  Society. 

Sec.    4.     The  President,    Vice   President,   Treasurer,   Secretary  and 
Fellows    thus  chosen   shall  be    known  and    called  by     the  name  of  "  The 

President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connbcticct  Medical  SooujTY;*a 
majority  of  whom,  legally  assembled  together,  shall  be  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  any  business  ;  and  shall  have  power  to  make  by-laws 
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£io£_Jhe  regulation  and  government  of  the  Society;  and  for  the  promotion  of 
the  objects  oTThe  same,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  or 
of  this  State ;  to  expel  any  member  of  the  Society  for  misconduct ;  to  ad- 
mit honorary  members  ;  to  make  rules  for  the  admission  of  members  of  the 
Society,  and  ibr  their  dismission  from  the  same;  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the 
members  of  the  Society  not  exceeding  two  dollars  in  each  year,  to  be  col- 
lected by  the  clerks  of  the  respective  county  meetings  and  to  be  paid  over 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society  ;  to  dispose  of  the  moneys  thus  raised,  and 
all  other  property  of  the  Society  in  such  a  manner  as  they  may  think  prop- 
er, to  promote  the  objects  and  interests  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  5.  At  all  the  meetings  of  the  Fellows  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness, the  President  of  the  Society,  or  incase  of  his  absence,  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident shall  preside  ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice 
President,  the  Fellows  present  may  elect  one  of  their  own  number  as  Pres- 
ident for  the  occasion. 

Sec.  6-  The  President  of  the  Society,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  or  ab- 
sence out  of  the  State,  the  Vice  President,  on  any  special  occasion  shall 
have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  at  such  time 
and  place,  as  he  may  think  proper  upon  giving  twenty  days  notice  in  two 
newspapers  printed  in  this  State  ;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or 
inability  of  the  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the 
Society,  the  vacancy  made  thereby,  may  be  filled  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  by  the  Fellows,  at  any  legal  meeting  duly  assembled. 

Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  clerks  of  the  county  meet- 
ings, in  their  respective  counties,  to  collect  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Society  all  such  taxes  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  laid  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Fellows,  upon  the  members  of  the  Society  as  aforesaid;  and  for 
that  purpose  said  clerks  may  procure  a  warrant  under  the  hand  of  a  justice 
of  the  peace  against  such  member  or  members  of  the  Society,  as  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  taxes  so  imposed  upon  them  as  aforesaid  ; 
which  warrant  any  justice  of  the  peace  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue,  and 
said  warrant  shall  be  directed  to  the  sheriff'  or  his  deputies  of  the  county 
in  which  such  delinquent  member  or  members  reside  ;  and  said  sheriff  or 
either  of  his  deputies  on  receiving  such  warrant  may  therewith  proceed  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  such  tax  or  taxes,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with 
the  addition  of  the  same  fees,  as  are  by  law  prescribed  and  allowed  to  the 
the  collectors  of  town  taxes.  And  if  any  of  the  clerks  of  the  county  meet- 
ings shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  collect  the  taxes  entrusted  to  him  to  collect, 
by  the  time  the  same  are  made  payable,  or  having  collected  the  same,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society, 
such  Treasurer  may  cause  a  suit  or  suits  to  be  instituted  against  such  de- 
linquent in  the  name  of  the  Society,  before  any  court  proper  to  try  the 
same,  and  the  same  to  pursue  to  final  judgment ;  and  the  clerks  shall  be 
allowed  and  receive  a  compensation  of  five  per  centum  on  all  moneys  col- 
lected by  them  respectively,  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Medical 
Society. 

Sec.  8.  No  physician  or  surgeon  who  shall  have  commenced  practice 
since  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  or  who  shall  hereafter  com- 
mence practice,  shall  be  entitled  by  law  to  recover  any  debt  or  fees  for  such 
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practice,  unless  he  shall  have  been  duly  licensed  by  some  Medical  Society 
or  College  of  Physicians  ;  and  all  persons  licensed  to  practice  physic  and 
surgery  and  practicing  within  this  State  shall  of  course  be  members  of  the 
Medical  Society. 

Approved,  June  5th,  1834. 


AN  ACT 

IN    ALTERATION    OF     AN    ACT    ENTITLED     "  AN  ACT    TO    INCORPOR- 
ATE   THE    CONNECTICUT    MEDICVL    SOCIETY." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  those  of  Representatvees  in  General 
Assembly  convened,  Thai  the  several  county  meetings  "i  tli.   Connecticut 

Medical  Society  may  change   I  In-  I ■   of  holding   said   meetings    in  such 

time  as  they  may  severally  appoint  ;  and  thai  bo  muc -h  of  the  not  in  incor- 
porate the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  ai  it  contrary  to  tins  act  be,  and 

is  hereby  repealed. 

Approved,  June  12th,  1847. 


AN  ACT 

IN   RELATION    TO  THE   MEDICAL    INSTITUTION     OF  YALE    COLLEGE. 

Sec.  1.  lit  it  enacted  by  (he  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives  in 
(irnt'ral  AxsemMy  coiirrnctl.  The  Medical  Institution  established  in  Yale 
College,  pursuant  to  an  agreement  betwi  en  the  President  and  Fellows  o' 
Yale  College,  and  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  of 

Connecticut,  shall  be  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  name  ol  The  Medi- 
cal Institution  of  Yale  College. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  established  in  Ihe  Institution  not  less  than  four 
nor  more  than  six  Professorships  ;  and  the  price  ofthe  tickets  li>r  the  course 

of  lectures  on  each  branch,  shall  not  exceed  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

There  shall  be  a  join!  committee  of  an  equal  Dumber  of  persons  appointed 
by  the  President  and  fellows  of  Yale  College  and  the  President  and  Fel- 
lows of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  who  shall  make  a  nomination ; 
from  which  nomination  the  Professors  shall  be  chosen  b>  the  President  and 
Fellows  of  the  College. 

Sec.  3.  Every  medical  Btudent  shall  be  required  to  attend  to  the  study 
of  physic  and  aurgerj ,  lor  two  years  with  some  medical  or  surgical  profes- 
sor nr  practiti r,  who  is  in  respectable    standing;  provided  he  shall  have 

been  graduated  at  Borne  college:  otherwise  to  study  three  years  j  to  have 
acquired  in  addition  to  a  good  English  education,  a  competent  knowledge 
ol  the   Latin  language  and  of  the  principles  of  Natural  Philosophy ;  to 

have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ;  to  be  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter ;  and  to  deliver  to  the  committee  of  examination  a  satisfactory  disserta- 
tion upon  sonic  subject  in  me  licin  i  or  surgery  or  the  auxiliary  branches 
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And  every  medical  student  shall  attend  one  course  of  the  lectures,  under 
the  professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College  or  of  some  other 
public  medical  institution,  previously  to  his  being  admitted  to  an  examina- 
tion for  a  license  ;  and  the  course  or  courses  of  lectures  which  he  shall  at- 
tend, may  be  included  within  the  time  he  is  required  to  study.  Provided 
nevertheless,  that  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Society  in  each 
county,  one  meritorious  and  necessitous  person  from  such  county  shall  an- 
nually be  allowed  the  privilege  of  attending  one  course  of  lectures  gratis, 
and  if  any  one  of  the  counties  should  fail  to  recommend  as  above,  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  said  society  may  fill  up  the  vacancy.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  meetings,  to  report  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  Fellows,  the  names  of  the  persons  whom  they  shall  agree  to 
recommend  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  shall  transmit  the  said 
names,  together  with  such  as  the  President  and  Fellows  may  add,  agree- 
ably to  the  above  provision,  the  Medical  Professors  of  Yale  College. 

Sec.  4.  Each  candidate  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  shall  be 
required  to  attend  two  courses  of  lectures,  at  the  Medical  Institution  ol 
Yale  College,  or  at  some  other  public  medical  institution  where  a  similar 
course  of  public  instruction  is  pursued  ;  which  degree  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  of  examination,  shall  be  conferred  by  the 
President  of  the  College,  and  the  diploma  signed  by  him  and  counter- 
signed by  the  examining  committee,  or  a  majority  of  them  ;  and  the  fee 
for  graduation  shall  be  fifteen  dollars.  The  President  of  the  College  may 
also  confer  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  upon  those  per- 
sons, whom  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  shall  recom- 
mend for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  5.  The  Committee  of  examination  for  the  practice  of  physic  and 
surgery,  shall  consist  of  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  the 
College  and  an  equal  number  ot  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  same  ;  and  the  President  of 
the  Medical  Society  shall  be  ex  officio  president  of  the  examining  commit- 
tee, with  a  vole  at  all  times,  and  a  casting  vote  when  there  is  a  tie  ;  and  in 
case  of  the  absence  of  the  President,  a  president  pro  tempore  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  members  of  the  examining  committee  chosen  by  the  Medi- 
cal Society,  with  the  same  powers  ;  which  committee  or  a  majority  ofthem 
shall  possess  the  power  and  they  only  of  examining  for  a  license  ;  and  all  li- 
censes to  practice  physic  or  surgery  shall  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the 
Medical  Society  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  committee  of 
examination  ;  which  Secretary  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint : 
and  the  fee  for  each  license  shall  be  four  dollars,  and  shall  accrue  to  (he 
Medical  Society.  All  licenses  heretofore  signed  by  the  Clerk  or  Secretary 
of  the  examining  committee,  shall  be  valid  and  have  the  same  effect,  as  if 
they  had  been  signed  by  the  examining  committee,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec.  6.  There  shall  be  but  one  examination  in  the  year  which  shall  be 
immediately  at  the  close  of  the  lectures  ;  when  a  candidate  is  prevented  by 
sickness  from  attending  at  that  time,  he  may  afterwards  be  examined  by 
the  medical  professors  ;  and  such  examination,  together  with  their  certifi- 
cate thereof,  shall  entitle  him  to  the  same  privileges  as  though  his  exami- 
nation had  been  by  said  committee. 
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Sec.  7.  All  medical  students  who  shall  have  attended  two  courses  of 
the  lectures  in  the  Medical  Institution  shall  have  the  privilege  of  attending 
all  future  courses  gratis. 

And  In:  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  and  to  establish  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,"  and  all  acts  in  addition  to,  and  in  alteration  thereof,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  ;  Provided  that  all  proceedings  had.  and 
all  obligations  imposed,  in  pursuance  of  the  acts  hereby  repealed,  shall  have 
the  same  effect  as  though  said  acts  were  still  in  force  -and  all  taxes  hereto- 
fore laid  pursuant  to  said  acts,  may  be  collected  according  to  the  provisions 
ol'  said  acts,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  said  acts  had  not  been  repealed. 

Approved,  June  5th,  1834. 


BY-LAWS. 

§  I. COUNTY    MEETINGS. 

1.  The  Members  of  the  Society,  at  an)  I  \iiinty  Meeting  legally  holden, 
may,  by  a  major  vote  of  the  members  present .  admit  to  membership  in  the 
Society  any  person  regularly  licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  and 
practicing  in  said  county,  who  shall  make  application  lor  thai  purpose. 

2i  They  may,  by  a  similar  vote,  dismiss  from  the  Society  any  Member 
who  shall  remove  from  this  State,  or  who  shall  leave  the  profession  for 

other  pursuits. 

3.  They  may  also,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  recommend  to  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  the  Society,  lor  dismission  from  the  same,  an)  Member  re- 
siding in  their  respective  <  'ouuties.  who  shall  appu  liir  miiIi  dismission  by 
a  written  request  to  that  effect  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  <  lounty  Meet- 
ing, at  least  ten  clays  before  the  time  ofholding  any  legal  County  Meeting; 
and  also  any  Member  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  taxes  :  and  upon 

the  approval  of  such  recommendation  by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Con- 
vention, the  connection  between  such  Member  and  the  Societj  shall  be  dis- 
solved.   Provided,  that  do  Member  shall  be  honorably  dismissed  from  the 

Society  until  all  his  taxes  .shall  have  been  paid. 

4.  All  violation  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  or  nl'  the  Medical  Police 
adopted  by  the  Society,  or  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  passed  by  the 
County  Meetings,  in  Conformity  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  may  be 
prosecuted  and  tried  by  the  Members  of  the  Society,  in  their  respective 
Count)   Meetings,  under  the  following  regulations,  viz  : 

The  Member  accusing  another  of  a  violation  of  any  of  the  before-men- 
tioned Regulations,  shall  make  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  transaction 
which  he  deems  a  misdemeanor,  and  lav  the  same  belbre  a  Fellow  of  the 
Society  ;  anil  such  Fellow  shall  issue  a  notification  to  the  accused,  to  ap- 
pe.u-  before  the  next  Count)  Meeting,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  place 
where,  it  is  to  be  held,  to  defend,  if  he  see  fit,  against  such  accusation.  A 
copy  of  such  ai  cusation  and  notification  shall  be  left  with  the  accused,  or 
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at  his  last  usual  place  of  abode,  at  least  twelve  days  previous  to  the  time 
of  holding  the  next  County  Meeting.  And  the  accuser  shall  cause  the  said 
accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and  returned  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
County  Meeting,  on  or  before  the  day  of  their  sitting  ;  and  the  offender, 
upon  conviction,  may  be  punished  by  admonition,  by  suspension  from  the 
privileges  of  the  Society  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  by  expul- 
sion from  the  Society  Provided,  that  no  sentence  of  expulsion  shall  be 
valid  until  confirmed  by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Convention. 

5.  The  several  County  Meetings  are  authorized  to  make  such  regula- 
tions as  their  local  circumstances  may  require :  Provided,  that  such  regu- 
lations be  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  the  By-Laws  of  this 
Society. 

6.  When  a  new  clerk  is  chosen  in  any  of  the  Counties,  his  predecessor 
shall  deliver  over  to  him  all  the  records  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  of- 
fice, retaining  copies  of  the  same  if  he  think  proper. 

The  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Meetings  shall  take  the  following  oath, 
viz : 

"  You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  Clerk  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Medical  Society 

for  the  County  of ,  do  swear  that  you  will  record  all  votes  of  said 

meeting,  and  give  true  copies  of  the  same,  when  thereto  requested,  so 
help  you  God." 

7.  The  Clerks  shall  transmit  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the 
Fellows,  and  of  the  person  recommended  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lec- 
tures, to  the  Secretary,  immediately  after  the  election  in  April,  that  the 
same  may  be  published  at  least  a  week  before  the  Convention.  They  shall 
also  forward  to  the  Secretary,  and  a  duplicate  copy  to  the  Treasurer,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  the  names  of  the  members  in 
their  respective  Counties,  and  their  places  of  residence  ;  and  those  who 
fail  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  five  dollars, 
to  be  collected  by  the  Treasurer. 

§    II.    MEMBEUS. 

S.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  have  free  access  to  the  records  of 
the  Society,  and  of  the  County  Meeting  to  which  he  belongs  :  and  may 
take  attested  copies  thereof  if  he  request  them. 

9.  All  Members  of  this  Society  are  invited  to  be  present  at  the  meetings 
of  the  President  and  Fellows,  and  to  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session. 

10.  No  member  of  this  Society  shall  be  called  on  lor  a  tax  that  shall  have 
been  laid  after  he  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

11.  If  any  member  of  the  Society  shall  make,  vend,  or  publicly  recom- 
mend any  nostrum  or  patent  medicine,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  he  shall 
be  suspended  from  the  privileges  of  the  Society,  or  expelled. 

12.  No  Member  of  the  Society  shall  hold  professional  consultation  or  in- 
tercourse with  any  other  than  licensed  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  regu- 
lar standing. 

13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Member  of  this  Society  to  accuse  any 
other  Member  of  the  Society,  for  such  misdemeanors  as  he  deems  contrary 
either  to  the  By-Laws,  Medical  Police,  or  Rules  and  Regulations  adopted 
by  the  Society.    And  the  accuser  shall  make  a  statement  in  writing,  of  the 
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transactions  which  he  deems  a  misdemeanor,  and  lay  the  same  before  a 
Fellow  of  the  Society  ;  and  such  Fellow  shall  issue  a  notice  to  the  accused, 
to  appear  before  the  President  and  Fellows  at  their  next  Convention,  stat- 
ing the  time  and  place  of  their  sitting,  to  defend,  if  he  see  cause,  against 
said  accusation.  A  copy  of  said  accusation  and  notification  shall  be  left 
with  the  accused,  or  at  his  last  usual  place  of  abode,  at  least  twelve  days 
previous  to  the  next  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows.  And  the 
accuser  shall  cause  the  said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and  re- 
turned to  the  President  and  Fellows  on  the  first  day  of  their  sitting. 

§    III. OFFICERS,     FF.LLOWS,     &C. 

1 1.  The  President  and  Fellows  shall  each  receive  two  dollars  for  his  at- 
tendance in  the  Convention,  and  twelve  and  a  hall' cents  for  each  mile's 
travel  from  the  town  of  his  residence  to  that  of  the  Convention  ;  mileage 
to  be  reckoned  as  it  is  to  members  of  our  State  Legislature.  The  Dissert- 
alor  shall  lie  entitled  in  the  .-.line. 

15.  The  Fellows  of  the  Society  shall  he  a  Committee  of  Abatements  in 
their  respective  Counties. 

16.  Each  person  receiving  a  license  to  practice  from  this  Society,  shall 
p.iy  the  sum  of  four  dollai    to  the  <  ilerk  of  the  ( Committee  ofExamination, 

who  shall  account  with  the  Treasurer  lor  the  game. 

17.  The  Secretary  i  hall  be  required  to  take  '!"■  following  oath,  viz  : 

"  You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  Secretary  of  the  ( lonnecticut  Medical  Socie- 
ty do  swear  that  you  will  record  all  votes  of  the  President  and  Fellows, 
and  give  true  copies  when  therein  requested,  and  faithfully  perform  all 
the  duties  relating  to  said  office,  to  help  ;/"»  God  " 

It  shall  he  the  duly  of  I  In-  Secretar)  to  record  all  the  transactions  of  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  ( 'onueiiii  ul  Medical  Society  in  their  Con- 
ventions, give  true  copies  of  the  same  when  thereto  requested,  conduct  their 
correspondence,  and  have  the  cU8tod)  of  the  seal  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  is  also  instructed  to  send,  each  year,  an  extra  copy  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention  to  each  of  the  Clerks,  tor  the  use  of  the 

(  SoUnty   .Meetings. 

He  is  also  requested  to  put  up.  each  year,  in  at  least  three  public  houses 
in  I  he  town  in  which  I  he  i  'mn  ention  meets,  a  written  notice  of  the  place 
of  meeting,  at  leas)  one  daj  before  the  sitting  of  the  Convention. 

18.  It  shall  he  the  ,iui\  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  the  moneys  of  the  Soci- 

Bty,    subject  to  their  orders,  and  to  render  annually  to  the  President  and 

Fellows  an  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  by  him.  He  is  also 
directed  to  make  out  a  general  debenture  bill,  taking  for  his  guide  the  mile- 
age allowed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 

He  shall  he  allowed  ten  dollars  for  his  services,  on  his  account  being  ac- 
cepted, at  the  end  of  each  year. 

No  debenture  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  that  is  more  than  seven- 
teen years  old. 

19.  The  President  of  the  Society  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Ex- 
amination are  authorized  to  grant  a  new  License,  free  of  expense,  to  any 
person  who  has  been  previously  licensed,  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
State,  upon  satisfactory  proof  being  exhibited  to  them  that  such  previous 
license  has  been  lost. 
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20.  The  Committee  of  Examination,  the  Committee  to  nominate  Pro- 
fessors in  the  Medical  Institution,  and  the  Committee  to  nominate  the 
Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot.  Anoth- 
er Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presiding  Olficer  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

21.  The  Standing  Committees  of  the  Society  are  requested  annually  to 
report  to  the  President  and  Fellows,  whenever  they  shall  have  occasion  to 
act  in  their  official  capacity. 


Resolved,  That  whenever  the  President  shall  see  fit  to  call  a  special 
session  of  the  Convention,  besides  advertising  as  now  provided,  he  shall 
also  send  a  notice  to  each  member,  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting, 
which  notice  shall  be  mailed  at  least  one  week  previous  to  the  meeting  of 
such  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  before  any  person  can  be  admitted  into  the  office  of  a 
Physician,  as  a  Student  of  Medicine,  he  shall  furnish  evidence  of  good 
moral  character,  and  shall  be  examined  by  the  preceptor  and  one  of  the 
Fellows  of  this  Society  :  the  examination  (o  be  upon  the  subjects  of  Eng- 
lish education,  and  Greek  and  Latin  languages.  If  found  qualified,  he  is 
to  receive  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  be  enrolled  as  a  regular  student 
of  medicine. 

Resolved,  That  but  two  persons  be  elected  on  each  of  the  Standing 
Committees  each  year ;  the  first  two  on  the  list  to  be  dropped,  and  the 
two  chosen  to  be  placed  at  the  bottom  ;  but  any  person  may  be  re-elected. 


SYSTEM  OF  MEDICAL  POLICE, 

Adopted  by  the  Society  in  October  1817. 

CONSULTATIONS. 

Consultations  should  be  encouraged  in  difficult  and  protracted  cases,  as 
they  give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged  views  in  practice. 
On  such  occasions,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  indulged  ;  candor, 
justice,  and  all  due  respect  should  be  exercised  towards  the  physi- 
cian who  first  attended  ;  and  as  he  may  be  presumed  to  be  best  acquainted 
with  the  patient  and  family,  he  should  deliver  all  the  medical  directions  as 
agreed  upon.  It  should  he  the  province,  however,  of  the  senior  consulting 
physician  to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to  the  sick. 

The  consulting  physician  is  never  to  visit  without  the  attending  one, 
unless  by  the  desire  of  the  latter,  or  when,  as  in  sudden  emergency,  he  is 
not  to  be  found.  No  discussion  of  the  case  should  take  place  before  the 
patient  or  his  friends  ;  and  no  prognostications  should  be  delivered,  which 
were  not  the  result  of  previous  deliberation  and  concurrence.  Theoretical 
debates,  indeed,  should  generally  be  avoided  in  consultation,  as  occasion- 
ing perplexity  and  loss  of  time ;  for  there  may  be  much  diversity  of  opin- 
ion on  speculative  points,  with  perfect  agreement  on  those  modes  of  prac- 
tice, which  are  founded  not  on  hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observa- 
tion. Physicians  in  consultation,  whatever  may  be  their  private  resent- 
ments or  opinions  of  one  another,  should  divest  themselves  of  all  partiali- 
ties, and  think  of  nothing  but  what  will  most  effectually  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  those  under  their  care. 

If  a  physician  cannot  lay  his  hand  to  his  heart  and  say,  that  his  mind  is 
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perfectly  open  to  conviction,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come,  he  should 
in  honor  decline  the  consultation. 

All  discussions  and  debates  in  consultation,  are  to  be  held  secret  and 
confidential. 

Many  advantages  may  arise  from  two  consulting  together,  who  are 
men  ol  candor,  and  have  mutual  confidence  in  each  other's  honor.  A 
remedy  may  occur  to  one,  which  did  not  to  another,  and  a  physician  may 
want  resolution  or  a  confidence  in  his  own  opinion,  to  prescribe  a  power- 
fill,  but  precarious  remedy,  on  which,  however,  the  life  of  his  patient  may 
depend  ;  in  this  case,  a  concurrent  opinion  may  fix  his  own.  But  when 
such  mutual  confidence  is  wanting,  a  conclusion  had  better  be  declined, 
i  pecialij  if  there  it  reason  to  believe  that  sentiments  delivered  with  open- 
ness, arc  to  be  communicated  abroad,  or  to  the  lamily  concerned  ;  and  if, 
in  consequence  of  this,  either  gentleman  is  to  be  made  responsible  for  the 
e  \  i  ■  1 1 1 . 

The  utmost  punctuality  should  lie  observed  in  consultation  visits;  and  to 

avoid  loss  ol  time,  it  will  be  expedient  fur  the  physician  in  every  town  or 

COUnty,    to  establish   a  certain   space   of  time,  as   an   allowance  for  delay, 

alter  which  the  meeting  might  Be  con  iderea  as  postponed  for  anew  ap- 
pointment,   [fa  consulting  physician  should  arrive  after  the  attending 

physician  has  withdrawn,  he  should  deliver  his  opinion  in  writing. 
INTERFERENCES. 
Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession;  thepractit its  are,  or  ought  to  be, 

men   ol  education;  and    their    expectation   of   business    and   employment 

should  be  bunded  on  their  degrees  of  qualification,  no)  on  artifice  and  in- 
sinuation.    A    certain   uinlelinalile  species   ol    assiduities  and   attentions, 

therefore,  to  families  usually  emplo}  ing  another,  is  to  be  considi  red  as  be- 
neath the  dignity  of  a  regular  prai  titioni  r,  and  as  making  a  mere  trail,  of 
a  learned  profession ;  and  all  officious  interferences,  in  cases  of  sickness 
in  such  families,  e\  nice  a  meanness  of  disposition,  unl  ecoming  the  char- 
acter ol  a  physician  or  a  gentleman.  No  meddling  inquiries  should  be 
made  concerning  them,  nor  bints  given  relative  to  their  nature  and  treat- 
ment, nor  any  selfish  conduct  pursued,  thai  may  directly  or  indirectly, 
tend  to  weaken  confidence  in  the  physicians  and  surgeons,  who  have  the 

care  of  them, 

U  lien  a  physician  is  called  to  a  patient,  who  lias  Keen  under  the  care  of 
another  gentleman  of  the  faculty .  before  any  examination  of  the  case,  he 

si Ill  ascertain,  whether  that  gentleman  had  discontinued  his  visits,  and 

whether  the  patient  considers  himself  as  under  Ins  care,  in  « inch  case,  be 
is  nut  to  assume  the  charge  of  the  patient,  nor  give  his  a<k  ice,  (except  in 
instances  of  sudden  attacks)  «  ithoul  a  regular  consultation  ;  and  if  such 
previous!)  attending  gentleman  has  been  dismissed,  or  has  voluntarily 
relinquished  the  patient,  his  practice  should  be  treated  with  candor,  and 
justified  so  far  as  probit)  and  truth  will  permit ;  fur  the  want  ol  access 
in  the  primary  treatment  of  the  disorder,  is  no  impeachment  of  profession- 
al skill  and  knowledge 
It  frequently  happens  that  a  phj  sician,  in  incidental  communications  with 

the  patients  ol  others,  or  with  then    I'm  nils,  may  have  their   cases  stated 

to  him  in  so  direct  a  manner,  as  not  to  admit  of  his  declining  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  them.  Under  such  circumstances,  his  ob-ei  vahous  should  be  de- 
livered with  the  most  delicate'  propriety  and  reserve.  He  should  not  in- 
terfere in  the  curative  plane  pursued;  and  should  even  recommend  a 
lead)  adherence  to  them,  it  thej  appear  to  merit  approbation. 

DIFFERENCES    OF    PHYSICIANS. 

The  differences  of  physicians,  when  they  end  m  appeals  to  the  public, 
generally  hurt  the  contending  parties;  but  what  is  of  more  consequence, 
the\  discredit  the  profession,  and  expose  the  faculty  itself  to  contempt  and 
ridicule,  Whenever  such  differences  occur,  as  may  affect  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  profession,  and  cannot  immediately  be  terminated,  or  do 
not  come  under  the  character  of  violation  of  the  special  rules  of  the  asso- 
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ciation,  otherwise  provided  for,  they  should  be  referred  to  the  arbitration 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  members  of  the  Society,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  dispute ;  but  neither  the  subject  matter  of  such  rel'erences,  nor  the 
adjudication,  should,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  be  communicated  to  the  public, 
as  they  may  be  personally  injurious  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  can 
hardly  fail  to  hurt  the  general  credit  of  the  laculty. 

DISCOURAGEMENT    OF    QUACKERY. 

The  use  of  quack  medicines,  should  be  discouraged  by  the  faculty,  as 
disgraceful  to  the  profession,  injurious  to  health,  and  often  destructive 
even  of  life.  No  physician  or  surgeon,  therefore,  should  dispense  a  secret 
nostrum,  whether  it  be  his  invention,  or  exclusive  property  ;  for  if  it  is  of 
real  efficacy  the  concealment  of  it  is  inconsistent  with  beneficence  and 
professional  liberality;  and,  if  mystery  alone  give  it  value  and  importance, 
such  craft  implies,  either  disgraceful  ignorance,  or  fraudulent  avarice. 

CONDUCT  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  esprit  du  corps  is  a  principle  of  action  founded  on  human  nature, 
and,  when  duly  regulated,  is  both  rational  and  laudable.  Every  man, 
who  enters  into  a  fraternity,  engages,  by  tacit  compact,  not  only  to  sub- 
mit^to  the  laws,  but  to  promote  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  association, 
so  far  as  they  are  consistent  with  morality  and  the  general  good  of  man- 
kind. A  physician,  therefore,  should  cautiously  <;uard  against  whatever 
may  injure  the  general  respectability  of  the  profession,  and  should  avoid 
all  contumelious  representations  of  the  faculty  at  large,  all  general  charg- 
es against  their  selfishness  or  improbity,  or  the  indulgence  of  an  affected 
or  jocular  scepticism  concerning  the  efficacy  and  utility  of  the  healing  art. 

FEES. 

General  rules  are  adopted  by  the  faculty  in  every  town  or  county,  rela- 
tive to  the  pecuniary  acknowledgments  of  their  patients ;  and  it  should 
be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to  them ;  and  every  deviation  from, 
or  evasion  of  these  rules,  should  be  considered  as  meriting  the  indigna- 
tion and  contempt  of  the  fraternity. 

Gratuitous  services  to  the  poor,  are  by  no  means  prohibited;  the  char- 
acteristic beneficence  of  the  profession  is  inconsistent  with  sordid  views 
and  avaricious  rapacity.  The  poor  of  every  description  should  be  the  ob- 
jects of  our  peculiar  care.  Dr.  Boerhaave  used  to  say  they  were  his  best 
patients,  because  God  was  their  paymaster. 

It  is  obvious,  also,  that  an  average  fee,  as  suited  to  the  general  rank  of 
patients,  must  be  an  inadequate  compensation  from  the  rich,  (who  often 
require  attendance  not  absolutely  necessary)  and  yet  too  large  to  be  ex- 
pected from  that  class  of  citizens,  who  would  feel  a  reluctance  in  calling 
for  assistance,  without  making  some  decent  and  satisfactory  remunera- 
tion. 

SENIORITY. 

A  regular  and  academical  education  furnishes  the  only  presumptive 
evidence  of  professional  ability,  and  is  so  honorable  and  beneficial,  that  it 
gives  a  just  claim  to  pre-eminence  among  physicians  at  large,  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  in  which  it  may  be  enjoyed  and  improved.  Nevertheless  as 
industry  and  talents  may  furnish  exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  and  this 
method  may  be  liable  to  difficulties  in  the  application,  seniority,  among 
practitioners  of  this  State,  should  be  determined  by  the  period  of  public 
and  acknowledged  practice  as  a  physician  or  surgeon  in  the  same.  This 
arrangement  being  clear  and  obvious,  is  adapted  to  remove  all  grounds  of 
dispute;  and  it  secures  the  regular  continuance  of  the  established  order 
of  precedency,  which  might  otherwise  be  subject  to  troublesome  interrup- 
tions by  new  settlers,  perhaps  not  long  stationary  in  the  place. 


PROCEEDINGS 


FIFTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


MAY,    18  49, 


TOGETHER    WITH 


A  LIST  OF  MEMBERS,  AND  THE  ANNUAL  DISSERTATION. 


HARTFORD: 

PRESS  OP   CASE,   TIFFANY    AND   COMPANY. 
1S49. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  President. 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN.  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES, 

Committee  of  Examination- 

GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
WILLIAM  WITTER,  M.  D. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D. 
ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D. 
HIRAM  HOLT,  M.  D. 
ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D. 


Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

STURGES  BULKLEY,  M.  D. 
THOMAS  MINER,  M.  D. 
WORTH1NGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 
ORRIN  WITTER,  M.  D. 


Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

G.  B.  HAWLEY,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D. 
ALDEN  SKINNER,  M.  D. 
ELIJAH  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D. 
NORMAN  LYMAN,  M.  D. 


At  the  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  held  in  Gilman's  Hall,  in  Hartford, 
May  9th,  1849. 

The  Convention  were  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  from  the  several  Counties, 
were  presented,  as  follows: 


FELLOWS. 


HARTFORD    COUNTY. 

E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D. 
*A  L.  Spalding,  M.  D. 
Eli  Hall,  M.  D. 
Thomas  Miner,  M.  D. 
Seth  L.  Childs,  M.  1). 

NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 

*Ashbel  B.  Haile,  M.  D. 

Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  I). 
John  C.  Bolles,  M.  I). 
Avery  Downer,  M.  I'. 
Joseph  Comstock,  M.  D. 

WINDHAM    COUNTY. 

Orrin  Witter,  M.  D. 
Asa  Witter,  M.  1). 
Charles  11.  Fuller,  M.  D. 
Fenner  II.  Peokham,  M.  D. 
Dewitt  C.  Lathrop,  M.  I>. 

MIDDLESEX  COTMTT. 

Franklin  Woodruff,  M.  D. 
Benjainin  M.  Fowler,  M.  D. 
Irn  Hutchinson,  M.  L). 


NEW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 

Henry  Bronson,  M.  D. 
G.  L.  Piatt,  M.  D. 
Reynold  Webb,  M.  D. 
N.  B.  Ives,  M.  D. 

B.  II.  Catlin.  M.  D. 

FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 

Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D. 
Samuel  Beach,  fit.  D. 
*I1.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D. 

Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.  D. 
George  Blaeknian,  M.  D. 

LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 

J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D. 
fPeter  Beardslee,  M.  D. 
*R.  M.  Fowler,  M.  D. 
*.M\  ron  Downs,  M.  D. 

♦Edward  P.  Lyman,  M.  D. 

TOLLAND    COUNTY. 

Adonijah  White,  M.  D. 

Orson  Wood,  M.  D. 

*Elijah  A.  W Iward,  M.  D. 


f  Since  dead. 


The  Convention  being  organized,  the  President  presented  his 
resignation,  accompanied  with  the  following  remarks : 

Gentlemen  : 

As  some  of  the  members  of  this  Convention  were  present,  when  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  the  appointment  of  President  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Medical  Society,  in  1846,  it  is  my  duty,  while  I  tender  to  you 
my  resignation,  as  I  now  do,  also  to  express  the  high  sense  of  obli- 
gation which  I  am  under  to  you,  and  to  others,  who  have  re-ap- 
pointed me  to  the  same  office.  The  organization  of  this  society, 
which  was  effected  near  the  close  of  the  last  century,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  an  institution  which  has  been  productive  of  a  vast  amount  of 
good.  The  effect  has  been  to  elevate  the  standard  of  Medical  edu- 
cation ;  to  bring  frequently  in  contact  those  who  have  exerted  a  very 
salutary  influence  in  advancing  the  cause  of  Medical  science;  and 
although  it  did  not  originate,  it  was  instrumental  in  establishing  the 
Medical  School,  which  is  an  honor  to  Connecticut, and  whose  grad- 
uates are  now  employed  in  the  practice  of  their  profession  in  almost 
every  section  of  our  country.  And  notwithstanding,  by  the  decision  of 
the  Legislature,  in  1842,  it  was  enacted  that  no  legal  distinction  shall 
exist  between  the  thoroughly  educated  physician,  and  those  who  pass 
directly  from  the  workshop  and  the  farm,  to  any  of  the  exclusive 
modes  of  practice  now  adopted  to  please  the  fancy  of  the  public,  it 
is  still  incumbent  upon  us  to  conduct  such,  and  and  such  only,  into 
the  profession,  as  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  all  those  sci- 
ences which  are  so  indispensably  necessary  to  qualify  them  for  the 
successful  discharge  of  their  professional  duties.  That  our  present 
organization,  with  such  slight  modifications  of  the  charter  or  by-laws 
as  may  from  time  to  time  be  made,  will  continue,  I  cannot  doubt ; 
and  that  an  organization  based  upon  the  general  principles  by  which 
we  are  governed,  should  be  perpetuated,  cannot  be  questioned  by 
this  or  any  future  Convention. 

That  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  by-laws  may  occasion- 
ally be  made  with  advantage,  is  probable  ;  and  although  it  may  not 
be  considered  appropriate  for  me,  in  this  place,  to  suggest  any  alter- 
ations, I  will  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  propose,  whether  an  arti- 
cle in  the  Constitution  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  requiring  the  President  to  open  the  Convention  with  an  ad- 
dress, may  not  with  great  propriety  be  incorporated  into  our  code 
of  by-laws. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wood,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  :  when 


GEORGE  SUMNER,  M.  D.  was  elected  President. 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,   Vice  President. 
V.  M.  DOW.  M.  D.    Treasurer. 
And  G.  W.  Russell,  M.  D.,  having  declined  a  re-election, 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.  was  elected  Secretary. 

The  Treasurer  presented  his  report,  which  was  read,  accepted, 
and  referred  to  an  auditing  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Orrin  Wit- 
ter, .John  C.  Bolles,  and  B.  H.  Catlin,  who  reported  that  they  had 
examined   the    report    and   found   it  correct.     Report  of  committee 

accepted. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report. 

Cash  in  Treasury,  -  -  890  50£ 

Due  from  Clerks,  supposed  to  be  good,  91216  08$ 

Deduct  for  average  abatements  13 

per  cent.  -  8158,  08£ 

Also  5  per  cent,  commission  on  the 

remainder,  (81057   95)  210 

$300  57 
Balance,     -  -  •  -        1005  05 


Assets,  -  -  $1085  Gl£ 

Due  from  Society, 

On  Debentures  outstanding,  IBS'!  13J 

To  J.  B.  Whitcomb,  (overpayment,)  11  58 

Balance  in  favor  of  Society,  086  91 

810<)  Gl| 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  fill  vacancies  in  die  standing 
committees  as  follows : 

In  the  C mittee  of  Examination,  by  the  election  of  Iliram  Huh, 

M.D.,  and  Orson  Wood,  M.  D. 

In  tin-  Committer  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the 
Insane,  by  the  election  of  Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.,  and  Orrin 
Witter,  M.  D.  Dr.  Holl  having  resigned  his  place  on  this  com- 
mittee, the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Thomas  Miner, 
M.  I). 

On  motion,  the  election  to  till  the  vacancies  in  the  standing  Com- 
mittor to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  at  Yale  Col- 
lege was  for  the  presi  nt  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

Resolved,  Unanimously,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  ten- 
dered to  our  late  President  Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  for  the  able, 
und   impartial  manner    with  which  he  has  discharged  the  arduous 
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duties  of  President  of  the  Society,  and  also  for  the  appropriate  com- 
munication delivered  by  him,  on  tendering  his  resignation  ;  and  that 
a  copy  thereof  be  requested  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Convention  ;  and  that  in  accordance  with  his  suggestion  the  fol- 
lowing addition  be  made  to  the  code  of  By-laws  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  viz  : 

That  it  shall  hereafter  be  the  duty  of  the  President  of  this  society 
to  deliver  an  Address  to  the  Convention  annually. 

The  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  and  the  by-law  adopted. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  the  following  committees  were  then 
appointed  viz : 

On  gratuitous  Students,  Drs.  Middlebrook,  Childs,  Downer,  Asa 
Witter,  F.  Woodruff,  Catlin,  Beardslee  and  A.  White. 

On  Honorary  Degrees,  and  Honorary  Membership,  Drs.  Ives, 
Hall,  Comstock,  Peckham,  Hutchinson,  Blackman,  Beckwith,  and 
Wood. 

Drs.  Bronson,  Hunt,  Fuller,  Woodruff,  Beach,  R.  M.  Fowler,  and 
E.  A.  Woodward  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  a  Disser- 
tator  for  the  next  Convention. 

The  reading  of  the  Dissertation  was  on  motion  postponed  until  the 
opening  of  the  Convention  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Piatt, 

The  resolution  introduced  by  him  into  the  last  Convention  in  rela- 
tion to  Medical  charges  against  clergymen,  and  which  was  on  the 
table  for  further  action,  was  called  up  by  him,  when  on  motion  the 
resolution  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  viz  :  Drs.  Piatt, 
Bronson  and  Miner,  to  modify  the  resolution  and  report  in  the  after- 
noon. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  Erasmus  D.  Hudson, 
soliciting  an  interview  with  the  Convention,  to  exhibit  "  Palmer's 
patent  premium  artificial  leg"  for  examination.  On  motion  Drs. 
Childs,  Hunt,  and  Ives,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  examine  the 
specimen  exhibited  by  Dr.  Hudson,  and  report  to  the  Convention  in 
the  afternoon. 

On  motion  the  Convention  adjourned  to  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

FOUR    O'CLOCK,    P.   M. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D.,  read  a  Dissertation  on  "Hygiene" 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention   be  tendered  to  Dr. 
Talcott,  for  his  able,  and  interesting  address,  and  that  the  Secretary 
request  a  copy  for  publication  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention. 


The  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership 
reported  the  names  of  William  N.  Clark,  of  Stafford,  and  Ezekiel 
Skinner  of  Ashford,  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine to  be  recommended  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  Col- 
lege for  appointment. 

Report  accepted  and  the  Convention  recommended  them  accord- 
ingly. 

The  committee  on  Dr.  Palmer's  artificial  leg,  presented  by  Dr. 
Hudson,  reported  that  "  they  had  examined  the  same,  and  believed 
that  they  could  safely  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  those  who 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  need  it,  as  bein<;  equal  in  all  and  superior 
in  many  respects  to  any  which  had  come  under  their  notice." 

Report  accepted. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Dr.  Piatt  to  the  last  and  present  Convention,  presented  the  following 
report;  which  was  on  motion  accepted. 

"  Whereas  it  has  been  the  custom  of  medical  gentlemen  to  visit 
and  render  professional  services  without  charge  to  clergymen  and 
their  families, 

And  whereas  the  causes  that  prompted  to  this  gratuity  have  ceas- 
ed to  exist,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that  clergymen 
should  be  charged  the  same  fees  as  other  citizens,  and  that  it  shall 
not  be  considered  dishonorable  to  collect  the  same." 

Dr.  Hunt  reported  the  following  resolution  which  had  been  passed 
by  the  Hartford  and  New  London  County  Meetings,  (which  was  in- 
definitely postponed  by  the  convention  of  184 -<  but  by  a  major  vote  of 
said   meetings  referred  to  the  present  Convention  for  further  action.) 

Resolved,  That  the  money  now  collected  by  a  tax  imposed  upon 
the  members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  this  State  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  Fellows  to  this  Convention,  be  no  longer  devoted 
to  this  purpose,  but  instead,  to  the  publication  of  a  medical  work 
under  the  direction  of  a  committee  appointed  for  this  object,  and 
that  every  tax-paying  member  of  this  society,  on  payment  of  his 
tax,  be  entitled  to  a  copy  of  said  work. 

The  resolution  after  some  discussion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Middlebrook  from  the  committee  on  gratuitous  students,  re- 
ported that  the  following  gentlemen  were  recommended  by  the  sev- 
eral counties,  viz  : 

Hartford  County,         Leander  B.  Hamlin,  East  (Jranby. 

New  Haven,  "  Warren  P.  Beach,  Meriden, 
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New  London    County,         Dixon  S.  Hall,  Montville. 

Litchfield  "  Henry  H.  Foote,  Roxbury. 

Windham  "  William  Soule. 

Middlesex  "  Robert  Hubbard,  Middletown. 

Tolland  "  J.  Washington  Smith. 

The  vacancy  in  Fairfield  County,  was  filled  by  Mason  S.  Seymour, 
of  Waterbury. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Dissertator  to  the  next 
Convention,  reported  the  name  of  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  of  Kent, 
and  he  was  appointed. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Mat  10. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Drs.  Benjamin  H.  Fowler,  and  Fuller  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee on  Debentures. 

The  vacancies  in  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Professors 
in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  were  then  filled,  by  the 
election  of  Elijah  Middlebrook,  M.  D.,  and  Norman  Lyman,  M.  D., 

The  Secretary  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted, 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several 
counties,  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the 
first  day  of  its  session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases,  of  the  members 
of  this  Society,  who  may  have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st 
of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several  County  Societies,  and  that  the 
Secretary  be  directed,  to  append  these  statistics  to  the  catalogue  of 
members  of  the  Society  in  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Annual 
Convention. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beach,  a  Committee  of  three  were  appointed  to 
nominate  delegates  to  the  National  Convention  to  meet  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May.  1S50. 

Drs.  Webb,  Middlebrook,  and  Beach,  were  appointed  said  Com- 
mittee. 

Resolution  passed,  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  nom- 
inate Delegates  to  the  Convention  to  revise  the  Pharmacopeia,  of  the 
United  States  in  1850. 

Drs.  Catlin,  Orrin  Witter,  and  Blackman,  were  appointed  said 
Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  National 
Convention  at  Cincinnati,  reported  the  names  of  Drs.  Archibald 
Welch,  Thomas  Miner,  H.  A.  Grant  and  Benj.  M.  Fowler,  and 
they  were  appointed. 
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The  Committee  to  report  a  nomination  of  Delegates  to  represent 
the  Conn.  Medical  Society,  in  the  revision  of  the  Pharmacopeia  of  the 
United  States  in  1850,  at  Washington  reported  the  names  of  Drs.  Geo. 
Sumner,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  and  N.  B.  Ives,  and  thev  were  appointed. 

The  resolution  of  the  Hartford  County  Meeting  offered  by  Dr. 
Hunt,  in  reference  to  the  change  of  appropriations  of  the  annual 
medical  tax  being  called  up  :  on  motion,  it  was  referred  back  to  the 
several  county  Hirelings  at  their  next  Annual  Meetings  for  their 
action  upon  it,  and  that  the  Fellows  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
next  State  Convention,  their  views  in  relation  to  the  proposed  change. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Childs,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution 
were  adopted,  viz : 

Whereas,  the  Constitution  ami  By-laws  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  this  State  are  deemed,  by  many  of  its  members,  to  be  insufficient 
to  accomplish  all  the  good  that  is  desirable,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  County  be  appointed 
by  this  Convention  to  take  into  consideration  the  whole  subject,  and 
draft  such  a  plan  as  they  shall  think  best  calculated  to  advance  the 
interests  and  usefulness  of  this  society;  and  that  a  copy  of  such 
plan  be  forwarded  to  the  Clerk  ofeaofa  County  Meeting,  previous  to 
their  next  annual  meeting;  and  that  the  Fellows  of  the  several 
County  Societies  he  requested  to  present  the  views  and  wishes  of 
the  members  of  their  respective  Societies  to  the  next  State  Conven- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  plan  that  may  be  proposed  by  the  Committee 
appointed  by  this  Convention. 

The  resolution  was  discussed  and  adopted  with  great  unanimity, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  a  Committee,  viz: 

Hartford  County,  E.  K.  Hunt,  Hartford  ;  New  Haven  County, 
N.  B.  Ives,  New  Haven  ;  New  London  County,  Ashbel  B.  Haile, 
Norwich;  Fairfield  County,  Samuel  Beach,  Bridgeport  ;  Windham 
County,  Asa  Witter,  North  Woodstock  ;  Litchfield  County,  J.  G. 
Beokwith,  Litchfield  ;  Middlesex  County,  Ira  Hutchinson,  Haddam; 
Tolland  County,  Orson  Wood,  Somers. 

Said  Committee  are  to  correspond  with  each  other,  receive  such 
suggestions  and  communications  as  may  be  addressed  to  them,  by 
the  members  of  the  Society,  and  will  be  called  together  by  the 
Chairman,  at  such  place  as  he  may  deem  most  convenient  to  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee,  in  the  month  of  March  next,  to  prepare  for 
the  consideration  and  action  of  the  several  County  Meetings,  "  such 
a  plan  as  they  shall  think  best  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of 
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the  State  Society."  All  communications  addressed  to  them  should 
be  sent  prior  to  the  15th  of  March  next. 

The  resolution  of  Dr.  Hunt,  which  was  referred  to  the  several 
County  Meetings,  was  re-considered,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Dr.  Childs'  resolution,  above  named,  to  be  by  them  considered 
and  reported  to  the  Clerks  of  the  County  Meetings. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  Convention,  on  the  discon- 
tinuance of  granting  licenses  by  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  indefinitely  postponed, 
viz  : 

Resolved,  "  That  the  granting  of  licenses  by  this  Society  be  abol- 
ished." 

Dr.  Comstock  offered  a  resolution  "  That  the  President  propound 
to  each  member  of  the  Convention  present,  queries  to  this  effect, 
Have  you  any  new  suggestions  to  make,  or  case  to  relate,  which 
may  be  of  importance  to  the  art  and  science  of  Medicine  V 

Resolution  adopted,  and  questions  propounded  to  the  several  mem- 
bers. 

On  motion  of  the  Treasurer, 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  on  each 
member  of  the  Society,  payable  on  and  after  the  1st  of  June,  1849. 

Dr.  Fowler  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures  made  a  report, 
which  was  accepted  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  paid. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Convention  adjourned  sine 
die. 

Attest,  JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE   SOCIETY. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


*FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
*SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
*DAVID  HOSACK, 
•WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
♦GEORGE  M'CLELLAN, 
*JOHN  MACKIE, 
♦CHARLES  ELDREDGE. 
THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK 
♦JAMES  THATCHER, 
EDWARD  DELAKIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
♦WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 
♦JOSEPH  WHITE, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTER  CHANGING, 
♦PHILIP  SYNG  PHYSICK, 
♦LEWIS  HEERMANN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE, 
•HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
•JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
•GEORGE  FROST, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
AMOS  TWITCHELL, 
CHARLES  A.  LEE, 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH. 


New  York. 

Boston,  Mass. 
u  k 

New  York. 


New  Haves. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Easl  ( irciiiu'ii'h,  R.  I. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
New  York. 
( Sleaveland,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  Pa 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

U.  S.  Navy. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Norwich,  N.  Y. 

Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
U.  S.  Army. 
New  York. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Keene,  N.  H. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 


•Deceased. 


ORDINARY   MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  tvho  are  exempt  from  taxation  by 
age,  are  in  italics:  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presi- 
dents of  the  Society,  are  in  capitals. 

HARTFORD    COUNTV. 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
A.  W.  Barrows,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Hartford,  GEORGE  SUMNE  K. 
Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  B,  Bereaford, 
George  B,  Hawley,  Gurdon  W.  Rus- 
sell, David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogers,  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
S.  Butler,  11.  A.  Grant,  Norman  K' 

Johnson,  J.  C    Jackson,    A,  W,  Bar- 
rows, Thomas  Minor,  M.  W.  Wilson, 
J.    C.    Rising,    ARCHIBALD 
WELCH. 
Mist  Hartford,   Edward  Brace. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  Horatio  Gridley,  E.  Brande- 
gee,  Jr. 

JVew  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  Lucius 
Woodruff,  E.  D.  Babcock. 

Bloomkield,  John  F.  Wells. 

Bristol,  Joseph  W.  Camp. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Canton,  Benadam  Casson,  Thomas  G. 
Hazen. 

( aUmtviUe,  Russell  H.  Tiffany,  0,  B. 
Freeman. 

East  llARTroRD,  Eli  Hall,  Seth  L. 
Childs. 

East  Windsor,  Hiram  Watson, 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Kisk. 

Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 

Enheld,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing. 

Thompsonville,  Stephen  G.  Risley. 


Farmington,  Asahel   Thompson,   E. 

W.  Carrington,  Chauncey  Brown. 
PlamvUle,  G.  A.  Moody. 
Onionville, Rockwell,  Wm.  H. 

Sage, 
Glaste.vbury,  Ralph  Carter. 
South  Qltutenbury,  Roswell  Hawley, 

Luman  J.  Andrus. 

En <t>:iiry,  Satun  Stocking. 

Gkanbv,  Jairus  Case,  Jos.  F.  Jewett. 

North  Qraoby,  J.  K.  Erving. 

East  Qranby,  Cheater  Hamlin. 

li'i.-t  Qranbu,  Justus  D.  Wilcox, 

JliMiirsTEB,  William  C.  Williams, 
William  Scott. 

Rocky  Hill,  Sylvester  Bulkley. 

Simsbvrv,  Roderick  A.  White. 

Tanffville,  Geo.  W.  Sanl'ord,  Charles 
W.  Ensign. 

Southington,  Julius  S.  Barnes,  Fred- 
crick  A.  Hart. 

Soi  in  Windsor,  Sidney  Rockwell, 
William  Wood,  Horace  C.  Gillette. 

Suffield,  Asaph  L.  Bissell,  Samuel 
B.  Low,  Aretus  Rising 

Wkthersfield,  E.  F.  Cooke,  A.  S. 
Warner. 

Windsor,  William  S.  Pierson,  Theo- 
dore Sill,  Graham  Lee. 

Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 

Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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yzvr   HAVEN   COUNTY. 

REYNOLD  WEBB,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

D.  L.  Daggett,  M.  D.  Clerk. 


New  Haves,  John  Skinner.  Eli  Ires, 
T.  P.  Beers,  Jonathan  Knight,  Sam- 
uel Punderson,  V.  M  Dow,  A.  S. 
Monson,  Charles  Hooker,  H.  B.  Por- 
ter, Nathan  B.  Ives,   E.  H.  Bishop, 

D.  H.  Moore,  E.  D.  North,  J.  A.  Tot- 
ten,  P.  T.  Miller,  L.  A.  Thomas, 
Levi  Ives.  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  J.  T. 
Hotchkiss,  D.  L.  Daggett,  George  0. 
Sumner,  D.  A.  Tvler,  Henrv  Bronson. 

E.  A.  Park,  N.  W.  Taylor,"jr.,  H.  A. 
Carrintrton,  A.  Moodv,  W.  J. Whit- 
ing, S.  G.  Hubbard. 

Westville,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haven.  C.   S.   Thompson,  J.    H. 

Beecher,  W.  M.  White. 
Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 
Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 
Cheshire,    A.  J.    Driggs,   Nehemiah 

Banks. 
Derbt,  S.  H.  Catlin. 
Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 
Birmingham,   Ambrose    Beardsley,  T. 

Dutton. 
Humphreystille,    Abiram     Stoddard, 

Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 

Thomas  Stoddard. 


East  Haves,  Beta  Farnham. 
Guilford,  Joel  Canfield.Elisha  Hutch- 
inson, Alvan  Talcott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 
Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

MlDDLEBURT, 

Milford,  Andrew  French,  Hull  Allen, 
L.  N.  Beardsley,  G.  S.  Williams. 

Naugateck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Timothy 
Langdon. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

North  Haves.  C.  B.  Foote. 

Oxford,  .Yoah  Stone,  John  Lounsbury. 

Socthbcry,  A.  B.  Burritt. 

South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 

Wallingford,  Lyman  Parker,  B.  F. 
Harrison. 

Waterbcry,  Joseph  Porter,  Daniel 
Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 
L.  Piatt,  W.  W.  Rodman,  John  Dea- 
con. 

Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 
Castle. 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW   LONDON   COUNTY. 

AVERY  DOWNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

Jeremiah  King,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Archibald  Mercer,  Dyer 
T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel  S.  Perkins, 
James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm. 
W.  Miner,  Charles  E.  Ames,  James 
Rogers,  Seth  Smith,  C.  T.  Cone, 
Francis. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  Chauncey  Burgess,  Eli- 
jah Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha  Pinney,  Ben- 
jamin T.  Roath,  Jonathan  W.  Brooks, 
B.  F.  Barker,  Ashbel  B  Haile.  John 
D.  Ford.  Robert  A.  Manwaring,  Jere- 
miah King,  Edwin  Bentley,  Benja- 
min S.  Dean. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
P  rkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold, 

Jewett  City,  Alonzo  Fuller. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 


Portersrille.  John   O.  Miner,  Elias  F. 

Coats. 
Lebanon,   Joseph  Comstock,   Erastus 

Osgood,  Richard  P.  Green. 
Ledyard, 

Gales'  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 
Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 
Lyme,  Richard  JVoyes,  John  Noves. 
Pleasant  Valley,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  Ephraim  Fellows,  Saml. 

E   Maynard. 
Uncusville,   Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 

Bolles. 
North  STONrNGTOs,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gray. 
Preston.  Apery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 

Downing. 
Poqitetannock.  H.  W.  Coats. 
Salem,  John  P.  Fuller. 
Stonington,   Wm.    Hyde,   George  E. 

Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Maning. 
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FAIRFIELD   COUNTY. 


E.  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D.,  Chairman, 


Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S.  P. 

V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Greenfield.,  Rufus  Blakeman. 
Soulhjwrt,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bridgeport.    Samuel    Beach,  D.    H. 

Nash,  William  L.  Watson,  Frederick 

Judson, Burritt. 

Brookfield,  JVoah  A.   Lacey,  A.  L. 

Williams. 
Danbury,  R.  B.Botsford,E. P. Bennett. 
Bethel,  H.  N.  Bennett,  J.  S.  Andrews. 
Darif.n,    Warren  Percival. 
Easton,  Lloyd  Seeley,  James  Baldwin, 
Huntington,  James  11.  Shelton. 
Monroe,  Sturges   Bulkier,  Salmon  H, 

Hall. 
New    Canaan,    Samuel    S.   A"oyes, 

Lewis  Richards. 


Newtown,  Cyrenius  H.  Booth,  E. 
Irwin,  George  Judson. 

Norwalk,  John  A.  McLean,  E.  Bis- 
sell,  Ira  Gregory. 

Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 

Ridgefield,  Nehemiah  Perry, 

Sherman,  Dana  W.  Northrop. 

Stamford,  Chauncey  Ayres,  N.  D. 
Haigbt,  Robert  Lockwood, 

Stratford,  William  T.  Shelton,  John 
GoulHins;. 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  Stephen  Middlebrook, 
George  Dyer,  E.  B.  Middlebrook. 

Wmtport,  George  Blackman,  J. 
Jauncey, 

Wilton,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


James  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D.  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 

Ashford,  John  H    Simmons. 

CantiiRbury,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jo- 
seph Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter, 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes,  Jr. 

Killingly,  Justin  Hammond. 

Jlorth  Killingly,  Fenner  H.  Peckham. 

South  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovev 

West  Killingly,  David  E.  Hall,  D.  B. 
Plympton,  Morey  Barges! 

WiAvuonvUle,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

Daynille,  Charles  N.  Fuller. 

Plainfield,  William  H.  Cogswell. 


Plainfield,  Ventral  P.  O.,  William  H. 
I   impbell,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr, 

PoaOTLCT,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Sterling,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompv>x,  Samuel  Bowen. 

Voluntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Windham,  Chester  Bunt,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

Jf'illimantic,  William  Witter,  John 
Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

'■V..   i-i,i,  k.  JVorth,  Asa  Witter. 

South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

Wist  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 


LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 

JOHNSON  C.  HATCH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
A.  M.  Huxley,  M.  D„  Clerk. 

Litchfield,  WILLIAM  BI'EL,  Sam-    Barkhamsted.  F.  B.  Graham. 
uel    Buel,  J.   G.   Beckwith,   Georee    Bethlem,  G.  G.  Bissell. 


Seymour,  D.  E.  Bostwick,  Chs.  Vail. 
South  Firms,  Garry  H.  Mirier, 


Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 

Can  a  an,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam. 
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South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 

Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 

West    Cornwall,    Samuel     W.    Gold, 

I.  E.  Smith. 
North  Cornwall, 
Colebrook, 
Gaylord's   Bridge,    Gamaliel    H.   St. 

John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwikton, 
Kent,   Wells  Beardsley,  Johnson  C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborne. 
New     Hartford,      Centre,    Loomis 

North. 
New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy. 
Norfolk,  Benjamin  Welch,  William 

W.  Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 


Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 

Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 

Salisbury,  0.  Plumb,  W.  E.  Bulkley 

Lakeville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Wolcottville,  Erastus  Bancroft,  Peter 
Beardslee. 

Warren,  JVorman  Lyman. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Winchester,   Centre,  James  Welch. 

Winchester  P.  O.,  John  L.  Wake- 
field. 

Woodbury,  Roswell  Abernethy,  Chas. 
H.  Webb. 

Terryville,  Charles  Byington. 


MIDDLESEX   COUNTY. 


GEO.  0.  JARVIS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Richard  Warner,  Joseph 
Barrett,  Charles  Woodward,  William 
B.  Casey,  David  Harrison,  Hamilton 
Brewer,  Franklin  Woodruff. 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  Albert  B.  Worthing- 
ton. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine, 

Killingworth,  Rufus  Turner. 

Portland,  George  0.  Jarvis,  Stephen 
A.  Fuller,  G.  C  H.  Gilbert. 

Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 

Essex,  Alexander  H.  Hough,  Freder- 
ick W.  Shepard. 

Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 

Westerook,  Horace  Burr. 


TOLLAND   COUNTY. 


JOHN  S.  PETERS,  M.  D.,  Chairma. 


Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


K. 


Tolland,   Ahijah    Ladd,    Oliver 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Andover,  Adonijah  White. 
Bolton,  Orrin  Hunt,  Charles  F.  Sum 

ner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  JVbrth,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
South  Coventry,  Timothy  Dimock. 
Ellington,  Mien  Hyde,  J.   H.  Man 

ning. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin  C 

White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 


Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

Wm.  H.Richardson,  Albert  Morrison. 
South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 
Somers,    Orson    Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton,  William  B.  Woods. 
Stafford,  East,   William   N.   Clark, 

Eleazer  S   Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Lindsley,  S.  F.  Lindsley. 
Vernon,  Scottoway  Hinckley,  Alden 

Skinner,  C.  B.  Hammond. 
Rockvillc,  Benjamin  M.  Cummings. 
Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Hartford  County, 

70 

4 

74 

New  Haven  County, 

68 

6 

74 

New  London  County, 

49 

8 

57 

Fairfield  County, 

41 

4 

45 

Litchfield  County, 

38 

10 

48 

Windham  County, 

32 

2 

34 

Middlesex  County, 

24 

0 

24 

Tolland  County, 

24 

b 

30 

Total, 


340 


40 


356 


NUMBER    OF    MEMBERS    IN    FORMER    YEARS. 


1793 

1829 

1839 

1849 

Hartford  County, 

■IS 

00 

66 

74 

New  Haven  County, 

37 

49 

68 

74 

New  London  County, 

— 

3» 

48 

57 

Windham  County, 

32 

36 

34 

34 

Fairfield  County, 

35 

24 

46 

45 

Litchfield  County, 

51 

46 

52 

43 

Middlesex  County, 

32 

20 

20 

24 

Tolland  County, 

20 

20 

24 

30 

Total, 


255 


'J- 1 


353 


386 


Note.  Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  are  permanent 
members  of  the  Annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties,  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  casting 
their  votes.  And  all  members  of  tl»'  Society  are  invited,  bj  the  In-laws,  to  be 
present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention,  and  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first 
day  of  the  session. 


DUTIES     OF     CLERKS. 


To  warn  County  Meetings. 
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HYGIENE. 


BY  ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D.,  OF  GUILFORD. 


Mr.  President,  and  Fellows  of  this  Convention  : 

The  prevention  and  the  cure  of  disease,  are  alike  the  prov- 
ince of  the  medical  art.  Although  it  is  to  the  cure  of  diseases 
that  our  attention  as  medical  men  is,  and  should  be,  mainly 
directed  ;  yet  I  crave  your  indulgence  while,  on  this  occasion,  I 
throw  out  a  few  remarks  upon  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  the 
preservation  of  health.  And  I  shall  not  allude  to  those  great 
measures  of  sanitary  reform  which  are  gaining  the  attention  of 
cities  and  of  states,  and  which  are  alike  the  glory  and  the  hap- 
piness of  the  present  age ;  but  I  shall  confine  my  remarks  to 
those  facts,  principles  and  measures,  which  we,  in  our  individ- 
ual capacity,  daily  contemplate. 

As  physiologists  we  believe  that  the  natural  condition  of  the 
human  system  is  health,  and  that  disease  is  a  condition  incidental, 
and  superinduced  by  some  agency  that  disturbs  and  deranges 
the  system.  Health  consists  in  the  integrity  of  structure  and 
function  of  all  the  organs  of  the  system.  It  is  the  calm,  equa- 
ble, almost  unconscious  flow  of  the  stream  of  life.  And  this, 
we  may  well  assume,  as  the  condition  of  this  curious  and  won- 
derful machine,  when  it  came  from  the  hands  of  its  Creator, 
and  was  pronounced  "  very  good. 

We  cannot,  it  is  true,  give  our  assent  to  the  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  some  ardent  minds  in  our  day,  that  in  all  cases  "  it 
is  a  sin  to  be  sick ;"  still  we  are  forced  to  admit,  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  diseases  that  afflict  our  species,  do  originate 
in  the  transgression,  on  our  own  part,  or  on  that  of  our  progen- 
itors, of  some  of  the  great  physiological  laws  of  life. 

Man  is  furnished  by  his  Creator  with  certain  powers  and  fac- 
ulties, bodily  and  mental,  adapted,  in  their  legitimate  exercise, 
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to  promote  his  health  and  his  happiness ;  and  it  is  the  perversion 
and  abuse  of  these  powers  and  faculties,  that  bring  on  disease 
and  pain.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  in  our  professional  pursuits, 
which  does  not  present  us  with  cases  where  disease  is  the  di- 
rect and  manifest  result  of  the  infraction  of  nature's  laws  ;  and 
in  many  other  cases  where  the  connection  is  not  so  obvious,  we 
may,  upon  investigation,  trace  back  the  chain  of  causes  till  we 
reach  a  similar  origin. 

If  these  views  are  correct,  do  they  not  lay  before  us  a  wide 
field  for  the  exercise  of  our  science  and  skill,  and  add  new  im- 
portance to  our  profession.  If  that  man  is  accounted  a  bene- 
factor to  his  species  who  makes  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where 
one  grew  before,  surely  must  he  be  so  esteemed  who  can  show 
how  to  prevent  the  ruddy  glow  of  health  from  being  supplanted 
by  the  sickly  paleness  of  disease,  and  can  forestall  the  anguish, 
the  misery  and  the  despair,  of  a  hopeless  decline. 

Our  profession  and  station  in  life  give  us  influence  in  this 
particular,  which  no  other  class  of  men  can  exercise.  The 
opinions  we  express,  and  the  example  we  give,  cannot  fail  to 
produce  a  deep  and  permanent,  though  perhaps  a  silent,  influ- 
ence, upon  the  intelligent  portions  of  society.  At  least  shall 
we  be  free  from  the  charge  of  interested  motives,  in  recom- 
mending to  the  community  that  course  of  life  which  is  dictated 
by  a  regard  to  their  own  best  interests. 

I  believe  it  is  generally  admitted  that  public  health  is  deteri- 
orating. Acute  diseases,  indeed,  are  probably  less  frequent, 
and  certainly  less  fatal,  than  formerly.  Some,  as  small  pox, 
are  quite  disarmed  of  their  terrors,  and  all  are  rendered  more 
manageable ;  so  that  at  the  present  day,  as  compared  with  for- 
mer periods,  the  per  centage  of  deaths  has  diminished,  and  the 
mean  duration  of  human  life  has  vastly  increased.  But  notwith- 
standing these  facts  we  must  still  admit  that  disease  is  increasing 
in  the  community.  Few  among  us,  and  especially  of  the  female 
portion  of  community,  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  health. 
Chronic  diseases,  of  various  grades  and  forms,  are  rife  among 
us.  Scrofula,  in  its  Protean  shapes,  is  fearfully  prevalent,  and 
indeed  lies  at  the  root  of  a  large  portion  of  the  maladies  of  our 
day,  either  hurrying  the  patient  to  speedy  death  in  some  of  its 
more  malignant  forms,  as  Phthisis  or  Cancer,  or,  in  its  milder 
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shapes,  poisoning  the  fountains  of  life,  and  embittering  all  its 
enjoyments.  How  many  cases  can  every  physician  call  to 
mind,  occurring  in  his  experience,  of  diseases  manifesting  them- 
selves in  the  organic  nerves,  as  neuralgia,  spinal  irritation,  and 
palpitation  of  the  heart ;  how  many,  of  derangements  of  the 
functions  of  digestion,  sanguification,  and  nutrition  ;  how  many, 
of  tubercular  formations  in  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  organs  ; 
how  many,  of  that  indefinable  languor  and  torpor  of  all  the 
animal  and  vital  functions,  which  we  designate  by  the  compre- 
hensive term,  ill-health. 

Who  can  estimate  the  full  import  of  the  term  :  the  days  of 
sadness,  and  nights  of  weariness,  that  measure  its  duration; 
the  utter  prostration  of  all  the  energies,  mental  and  phys- 
ical ;  the  wreck  of  intellect  and  fancy,  of  hope,  happiness,  and 
temper,  which  follow  in  its  train?  The  most  exalted  genius  is 
prostrated  in  the  dust,  and  the  highest  flights  of  fancy  sink  into 
the  imbecility  of  childhood,  lie  whose  capacious  mind  could 
grapple  with  the  sublimest  truths,  and  spread  them  forth  with 
an  energy  and  an  eloquence  breathing  from  Ins  lips,  ami  dash- 
ing from  his  eye,  that  move,  captivate  and  persuade,  is  now  able 
to  rise  no  higher  than  the  recital  of  his  oft-told  infirmities.  And 
in  humbler  lite, she  who  was  the  head  of  the  domestic  circle,  whose 
smile  was  reflected  by  all  the  happy  inmates  of  her  family,  and 
who  was  the  very  personification  of  active  benevolence,  is 
touched  by  the  enchanter's  wand,  in  the  withering  prostration 
of  protracted  disease,  and  the  fountains  of  domestic  happiness 
are  dried  up,  and  the  light  and  joyousness  which  diffused  them- 
selves wherever  she  moved,  are  changed  to  sadness  and  gloom. 

Can  we,  or  can  we  not,  do  something  to  alleviate  all  this 
mental  and  physical  suffering  ?  In  many  of  the  affections  of 
this  class,  as  they  oocnr  in  our  practice,  we  are  constrained  to 
admit  the  imperfection,  it'  not  the  inefficiency,  of  the  resources 
of  our  art  for  effecting  their  removal.  Should  we  not,  then, 
as  philosophers,  as  philanthropists, as  true  and  enlightened  phy- 
sicians, exert  all  the  influence  we  can  command,  to  arrest  the 
developement  of  those  forms  of  disease  which  it  sometimes 
bailies  all  our  skill  to  cure. 

What,  then,  are  some  of  the  agencies  efficient  in  the  produc- 
tion of  disease,  which  are  more  or  less  subject  to  our  control  ? 
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It  is  universally  admitted  that  some  diseases  are  congenital, 
or  we  might  say  with  more  correctness,  ante-genital.  Infants 
have  been  born  with  all  the  marks  of  small  pox,  the  disease 
having  been  communicated  by  the  mother  and  run  its  course 
before  birth.  The  influence  of  syphilis,  also,  in  affecting  the 
embryo,  and  generally  destroying  its  vitality,  is  too  familiar 
to  medical  men  to  need  a  remark.  And  in  the  case  of  many 
other  diseases  popularly  termed  hereditary,  though  the  child 
may  not  inherit  from  its  parents  the  disease  actually  developed, 
still  it  does  inherit  certain  constitutional  traits  and  tendencies, 
which  may  be  deemed  the  germ  of  disease,  to  be  unfolded  in 
subsequent  life.  As  examples,  we  may  specify  mania,  epilep- 
sy, palsy,  phthisis,  scrofula.  Every  intelligent  physician  con- 
siders a  tendency  to  these  diseases  to  be  transmitted  from  pa- 
rent to  child,  and  expects  to  see  their  developement  when  age 
and  other  circumstances  favor.  I  believe  the  brain  and  the 
lungs  are  the  organs  which  are  most  usually  the  seat  of  these 
hereditary  tendencies. 

But  further  than  all  this,  I  think  we  are  not  without  evidence 
that  various  states  and  conditions  of  the  parents  which  do  not 
of  themselves  constitute  disease,  exert  an  important  and  perma- 
nent influence  upon  the  delicate  organization  of  the  foetus. 
The  doctrine  sanctioned  by  remote  antiquity,  that  the  maternal 
imagination  and  maternal  longings  are  competent  to  produce 
in  the  offspring  those  external  marks  calld  ncevi,  we  shall  most 
of  us  reject,  though  we  shall  thereby  incur  the  charge  of  griev- 
ous heresy  from  the  venerable  matrons  who  have  these  matters 
in  their  special  keeping.  Be  this  as  it  may,  we  can  show,  by 
evidence  that  cannot  be  disputed,  that  the  health  and  tempera- 
ment of  children,  and  even  the  cast  of  their  mental  faculties, 
are  greatly  influenced  by  the  habits  and  practices  of  their  pa- 
rents. It  is  notorious  that  the  children  of  parents  who  abandon 
themselves  to  habits  of  intemperance  and  sensual  excess,  are 
often  born  with  feeble  constitutions,  puny,  pale,  emaciated,  the 
living  pictures  of  premature  old  age,  dragging  out  a  few  months 
or  years  of  hopeless  suffering,  and  sinking  into  a  premature 
grave.  And  even  when  life  is  not  destroyed,  the  delicate  or- 
ganization of  the  brain  is  seriously,  and  often  irrecoverably  de- 
ranged, exhibiting  all  the  grades  of  enfeebled  intellect  down  to 
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hopeless  idiocy.  The  children  of  such  parents,  when  not  idi- 
otic, are  deficient  in  bodily  and  mental  energy,  they  are  incapa- 
ble of  self-control,  and  are  predisposed,  by  their  very  organiza- 
tion, to  have  cravings  for  the  same  indulgences  to  which  their 
parents  yielded.  The  same  remarks  are  applicable  to  all  habits 
in  parents,  which  derange  the  cerebral  functions  and  depress 
the  vital  energies.  Excess  in  eating  and  in  sleep,  and  habits 
of  indolence  and  self-indulgence,  as  well  as  intemperance  and 
sexual  excess,  are  sure  to  tell  upon  the  organization  of  the 
progeny.  All  excesses  have  their  penalties,  and  these  penalties 
are  not  only  inflicted  upon  the  transgressor,  but  are  also  "  vis- 
ited upon  the  children  to  the  third  and  fourth  generation." 

As  the  first  means,  then,  of  securing  health  and  soundness 
of  body  and  mind  in  their  offspring,  let  parents  look  well  to 
themselves.  As  they  value  a  healthy  organization,  not  only  in 
their  own  persons,  but  also  in  their  children  and  their  children's 
children,  let  them  use  all  suitable  means  to  restore,  preserve  and 
invigorate,  their  own  health.  Especially  let  them  shun  all  hab- 
its of  self-indulgence  and  all  sensual  excess,  and  every  thing 
that  lowers  the  tone  of  the  vital  energies,  using  all  their  facul- 
ties, bodily  and  mental,  as  not  abusing  them. 

And  let  those  who  contemplate  entering  upon  the  interesting 
and  responsible  relations  of  married  life,  regard  as  a  considera- 
tion never  to  be  overlooked  in  the  selection  of  a  partner  for 
life,  soundness  of  constitution  and  perfection  of  bodily  health. 
Especially  let  not  those  be  united  in  this  relation  who  have  the 
same  constitutional  taint,  since,  in  such  a  case,  the  defect  in 
question  will  most  assuredly  appear  with  four-fold  energv  in 
their  offspring.  Let  the  principle,  established  by  sound  philos- 
ophy, be  admitted  and  acted  upon,  that  parents  of  opposite 
constitutions,  temperaments,  and  even  complexions,  who  are 
not  too  old  nor  too  young,  and  who  are  not,  however  remotely, 
akin  by  blood,  are  those  who  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
are  most  usually  blessed  with  healthy  children. 

Again,  the  mismanagement  of  infancy  and  childhood  is  a  fre- 
quent cause  of  disease.  Infants,  when  ushered  into  the  world, 
are  considered  to  have  undergone  a  long  fast,  and  are  therefore 
presumed  to  be  hungry  ;  consequently,  pap,  and  porridge,  and 
similar  appliances,  are  put  in  busy  requisition,  and  if  the  child 
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cries  from  an  overloaded  stomach,  this  is  proof  positive  that  he 
is  suffering  from  hunger,  and  the  process  of  stuffing  is  followed 
up  ad  libitum.  If  the  infant  escapes  these  dangers  and  reaches 
the  age  of  three  or  four  months,  instead  of  being  confined  for 
its  sustenance  to  that  life-giving  fountain  which  a  wise  Provi- 
dence has  furnished  for  the  nourishment  of  helpless  infancy,  he 
is  allowed  to  partake  of  all  kinds  of  food  which  he  can  be  in- 
duced to  swallow  ;  food,  healthy,  it  may  be,  for  the  adult  stom- 
ach, but  hurtful  and  even  dangerous  to  the  delicate  organs  of 
infancy.  As  years  steal  on,  cakes  and  condiments,  pies  and 
pastry,  nuts,  fruits,  and  other  crudities,  are  alternately  or  in 
combination  brought  to  bear  upon  the  organs  of  digestion ; 
and  to  crown  all,  the  derangements  which  these  and  all  other 
disturbing  forces  produce,  are  increased  and  confirmed  by  the 
various  drugs  and  doses  for  such  cases  made  and  provided. 
The  whole  catalogue  of  syrups  and  balsams,  cordials  and  elix- 
irs, is  put  in  requisition,  for  the  purpose,  as  one  might  imagine, 
of  punishing  nature  for  thus  resenting  the  outrages  committed 
upon  her  laws. 

As  advancing  childhood  prompts  to  active  exercise,  the  girls 
are,  to  be  sure,  allowed  to  exercise  their  fingers  in  running  over 
the  threads  of  embroidery,  or  the  keys  of  the  piano ;  but  free, 
unrestrained  exercise  in  the  open  air  is  entirely  out  of  the 
question,  for  it  is  not  genteel  for  girls  to  romp  in  the  street,  and 
besides,  the  sun  and  air  would  spoil  their  delicate  complexions. 

Furthermore,  the  human  frame,  for  its  well-being,  requires 
air  for  respiration.  By  this  agent  is  the  blood,  as  it  returns 
from  its  circulation  throughout  the  system,  purified  of  its  car- 
bon, and  fitted  to  be  sent  again  on  its  mission,  carrying  life, 
health  and  nutrition,  to  all  parts  of  the  economy.  Of  the 
physiology  of  respiration,  the  compositions  and  decompositions 
which  it  accomplishes,  its  modus  operandi,  and  its  ultimate 
results,  I  need  not  speak,  in  presence  of  the  intelligent  profes- 
sional men  who  hear  me.  But  if  1  could  speak,  trumpet-tongued, 
to  the  community  in  which  we  move,  of  the  lamentable  results 
of  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  air,  I  should  be  doing 
that  community  a  service.  Surely  this  element  is  not  so  diffi- 
cult of  access,  or  so  limited  in  supply,  that  one  need  be  put  on 
short  allowance.     If  we  will  but  give  the  respiratory  muscles 
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full  play,  they  will  elevate  the  ribs  and  depress  the  diaphragm, 
and  the  vital  fluid  will  rush  in.  But  the  bonds  of  fashion,  in  the 
case  of  one  moiety  of  the  community,  confine  the  chest,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  expansion  of  the  ribs,  and  thus  diminish,  by  one 
half,  the  quantity  of  air  admitted. 

This  pressure  upon  the  parietes  of  the  chest,  besides  its  effect 
in  impeding  respiration,  seriously  injures  the  organs  provided 
to  give  nourishment  to  the  infant.  And  the  retracted  nipple, 
and  the  obliterated  lactiferous  ducts,  and  the  atrophy  of  the 
whole  gland,  which  sometimes  render  the  office  of  giving  sus- 
tenance to  the  infant  being  utterly  and  forever  impossible,  with 
the  whole  train  of  inflammation  and  abscess  which  are  the 
necessary  result,  are  the  sad  consequences  of  transgressing,  in 
this  particular,  the  laws  of  our  being.  By  pressure  we  can 
obliterate  arteries  and  veins,  and  can  cause  the  absorption  of 
bone  itself;  and  ought  we  to  expect  that  the  delicate  structure 
of  the  mammary  glands  will  sustain  this  severe,  this  unremit- 
ting pressure  with  impunity,  ft  is  the  present  fashion  of  dress 
that  we  condemn,  and  not  the  abuse  of  that  fashion  ;  and  its 
injurious  results  which  we  have  described,  though  unquestion- 
ably aggravated  by  tight-lacing,  are  not  thereby  produced. 
When  it  shall  become  the  fashion  to  remove  all  the  pressure  of 
dress  from  the  female  breast,  then  will  nearly  all  the  suffering 
now  incident  to  lactation,  be  among  the  things  that  were. 

But  to  return  from  our  digression,  not  only  should  the  sys- 
tem be  permitted  to  exercise  the  mechanism  of  breathing  free 
and  unrestrained,  by  giving  lull  play  to  the  respiratory  mus- 
cles, but  the  air  itself  should  be  pure.  All  noxious  miasms  and 
exhalations  from  animal  and  vegetable  decompositions  should 
be  avoided,  and  perfect  cleanliness  in  and  around  our  dwellings 
scrupulously  maintained.  Our  apartments,  and  especially  our 
sleeping  apartments,  should  be  clean,  dry,  and  sufficiently  spa- 
cious. By  these  means  will  the  air  be  pure,  but  in  order  to 
preserve  its  purity,  it  must  be  often  changed.  The  respiration 
of  the  same  air  cannot  be  repeated  more  than  three  times 
without  immediate  danger  to  life,  and  not  at  all,  without  injury 
to  the  system.  The  free  ventilation  of  our  apartments  then, 
is  absolutely  essential  to  the  purity  of  the  vital  element ;  and 
we  regret  that  the  fashions  of  the  day  are  so  much  at  variance 
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with  this  salutary  practice.  The  old-fashioned  fire-places  of 
our  ancestors,  well  filled  with  blazing  wood,  surmounted  by 
the  massive  stone  chimney,  whose  dimensions  will  allow  the 
children,  from  their  favorite  position  in  the  chimney  corner, 
to  prosecute  the  study  of  practical  astronomy,  have  all  passed 
away,  and  the  age  of  anthracite  and  of  air-tight  stoves  has 
come  in  their  stead.  Every  fire-place  must  be  hermetically 
closed,  every  door  listed,  and  every  window  wedged ;  and  if 
people  can  so  manage  that  no  cold  can  get  in,  and  no  heat  can 

get  out,  they  consider  that  they  shall  have  accomplished 

a  great  saving  of  fuel.  Meanwhile  the  air  is  rendered  un- 
healthy by  being  raised  to  too  high  a  temperature,  and  corrupt- 
ed by  repeated  respiration  without  the  possibility  of  its  renew- 
al ;  while  minute  particles  of  dust,  which  an  open  chimney 
would  carry  away,  float  in  countless  myriads  in  the  atmosphere, 
irritating  the  lungs,  as  well  as  obstructing  the  pores  of  the  skin, 
and  interfering  with  the  mutual  reactions  of  the  air  and  the 
blood  in  the  minute  ramifications  of  the  lungs.  I  have  been  in 
school  rooms  where  the  lungs  almost  refuse  to  admit  the  op- 
pressive, corrupted  air,  and  where  the  very  walls  became  so 
contaminated,  that  a  ventilation  for  hours  could  alone  remove 
the  sensation  of  closeness  and  impurity. 

Again,  scarcely  inferior  in  importance  to  the  functions  of 
the  lungs,  are  the  functions  of  the  skin.  A  vast  amount  of 
matter,  constituting  the  waste  of  the  system,  is  thrown  off  by 
insensible  perspiration.  An  animal  coated  over  with  varnish, 
will  speedily  die.  And  if  the  pores  of  the  skin  become  ob- 
structed through  want  of  cleanliness,  disease  must  necessarily 
ensue.  Let  free  and  frequent  ablutions  with  water  be  resorted 
to  in  infancy  and  childhood,  and  continued  through  life.  This 
practice  when  rendered  habitual,  becomes  grateful  to  the  feel- 
ings, and  thus  effectually  removes  that  disease  under  which  so 
many  in  our  day  labor — a  moral  hydrophobia.  Let  the  inner 
garments  at  all  seasons  be  of  cotton,  and  be  often  changed  ; 
and  let  under-garments  of  silk  and  flannel  be  relinquished  to  the 
exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  phthisical  and  the  rheumatic.  Let 
vigorous  exercise  and  brisk  friction  keep  up  the  action  of  the 
cutaneous  nerves  and  blood  vessels,  and  let  at  least  one  half  of 
the  attention  and  care  be  bestowed  upon  the  surface  of  the 
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human  system,  which  the  good  farmer  is  wont  to  bestow  upon 
his  horses  and  his  cattle. 

The  importance  of  exercising  due  discretion  in  the  articles 
of  food  and  drink,  is  too  obvious  to  require  much  comment. 
Let  the  food  be  simple  and  plain,  abundant  but  not  excessive 
in  quantity,  with  a  suitable  mixture  of  animal  and  vegetable 
food.  As  drinks,  let  all  alcoholic  and  vinous  liquors  be  totally 
discarded,  as  pernicious  in  their  tendency  and  dangerous  in 
their  use.  They  may  in  some  cases  of  disease  lie  employed  as 
medicines,  but  with  extreme  caution.  Tea  and  coffee  can  be 
used  by  some  without  much  injury,  but  persons  of  nervous 
and  irritable  temperament  should  abstain  entirely  from  both. 
For  all,  the  best  and  most  healthy  drink  is  pare  cold  water, 
and  it  becomes  also  by  use  the  most  grateful  and  agreeable. 
Tobacco  in  all  its  forms  deranges  the  tunc  of  the  stomach,  im- 
pairs nervous  energy,  and  acts  as  a  drain  on  the  system;  and 
the  habitual  use  of  the  article  admits  of  no  apology  or  excuse. 

1  .should  fail  to  do  justice  to  my  subject  were  I  to  neglect  to 
call  your  attention  to  a  point  which  has  no  unimportant  bear- 
ing upon  public  health.  I  allude  to  the  indiscriminate  drugging 
and  medication  so  fashionable  at  the  present  day.  We  have 
read  of  the  golden  age,  the  silver  age,  the  iron  age,  it  is  reserved 
to  us  to  live  in  the  dosing  age.  Multitudes  of  nostrums,  each 
warranted  to  "cure  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to,  "  are  daily 
spread  before  us  by  the  public  press,  and  gulped  down  into  the 
public  stomach.  A  decoction  of  any  root  or  plant,  from  Yel- 
low-dock upward,  sweetened  with  -\ew  Orleans  molasses,  and 
flavored  with  essence  of  wintergreen,  will  sell  readily  at  a  dol- 
lar a  bottle,  and  will  call  forth  an  array  of  the  great  names  of 
the  land  in  praise  of  its  sovereign  virtues.  Such  a  preparation 
may  have  the  negative  merit  ol  not  doing  much  harm,  unless  it 
be  to  the  pocket.  But  when  we  see  preparations  of  Arsenic, 
advertised,  and  sold,  and  used,  as  popular  remedies,  by  those 
who  are  utterly  ignorant  as  to  what  article  they  are  tampering 
with  ;  when  we  find  various  irritating  drugs  put  forth  in  the 
shape  of  pills,  and  recommended  to  the  use  of  the  sick  and  the 
well  of  all  ages  from  tender  infancy  upwards,  as  "good  at  all 
times,  dose  2  to  '20,  "  we  are  constrained  to  believe  that  the 
community  may  sustain  injury. 
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For  ourselves,  we  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that  human 
nature  is  essentially  nothing  but  a  tissue  of  disease,  or  that  all 
the  health  of  which  mankind  are  capable  is  bottled  up  in  cer- 
tain mystic  bottles,  with  the  maker's  name  blown  in  the  glass ; 
and  that  just  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  swallowed  will  be 
the  quantum  of  health  which  the  system  will  contain. 

The  human  system  is  a  curious  and  wonderful  machine,  del- 
icate in  its  parts,  intricate  in  its  arrangements  ;  and  to  under- 
stand the  structure,  action,  relations,  and  sympathies,  of  all  its 
organs  and  tissues,  may  well  be  the  labor  of  a  life.  Especially 
will  it  task  the  most  vigorous  intellect,  to  discover  the  seat, 
causes,  and  tendencies  of  diseased  action,  and  the  adaptation 
of  the  various   remedies  to  the  ever-varying  phases  of  disease. 

It  is  far  better  to  obviate  causes  of  disease  than  to  remedy 
the  results,  to  prevent  the  action  of  disturbing  forces  than  to 
correct  those  disturbances  when  produced.  And  when  the 
germs  of  disease  display  themselves,  to  be  able  to  do  the  right 
thins;  at  the  right  time,  and  neither  too  little  nor  too  much, — 
so  to  select  and  apply  the  remedies,  as  to  remove  disease  cito, 
luto,  jucunde,  speedily,  safely,  and  with  no  untoward  results, 
requires  far-reaching  forethought,  knowledge,  and  skill. 

Such  is  ever  the  aim  of  the  true  physician.  He  knows  of 
no  universal  panacea,  no  stereotype  mode  of  practice  applica- 
ble to  all  diseases  from  Apoplexy  to  Zona,  and  adequate,  by 
some  indefinable  magical  process,  to  uproot  them  all.  The 
veritable  Elixir  vitce,  which  in  spite  of  man's  follies,  his  exces- 
ses, and  his  vices,  is  to  render  him  immortal  upon  earth,  he  has 
not  yet  discovered.  He  is  content  to  be  the  assistant  and  guide 
of  nature,  to  meet  her  in  her  wanderings  from  the  paths  of  vir- 
tue and  truth,  and  urge  her  to  retrace  her  devious  steps,  and 
to  fix  her  eye  with  a  firmer  stedfastness  of  purpose  upon  the  en- 
during landmarks  of  moderation  and  virtue. 

An  important  point  which  must  not  be  overlooked  in  this 
connection,  is  the  due  control  of  the  passions  and  mental  affec- 
tions. Man  is  a  complex  being  composed  of  mind  and  matter, 
and  these  component  parts  mutually  act  and  react  upon  each 
other.  A  violent  fit  of  anger,  or  any  other  intense  mental 
emotion,  may  derange,  even  fatally,  the  functions  of  the  stom- 
ach, the  heart,  or  the  brain.     But  it  is  the  depressing  passions, 
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anxiety,  grief,  and  disappointment,  that  are  especially  to  be  no- 
ticed as  the  causes  of  complicated  and  protracted  disease.  The 
weight  of  domestic  cares,  the  ordering  and  management  of 
household  affairs,  has  broken  down  the  health  of  many  an  ex- 
cellent wife  and  mother,  and  doomed  her  to  drag  out  a  misera- 
ble existence,  a  constant  victim  to  that  most  annoying  of  all 
evils,  ill-health. 

The  youthful  portion  of  community,  at  a  period  of  their 
lives  at  once  the  most  interesting  and  the  most  critical,  are 
exposed  to  a  danger  of  which  few  except  medical  men  can 
realize  the  magnitude  or  the  extent.  The  premature  and  un- 
natural indulgence  of  those  passions  and  propensities  which 
rise  into  existence  at  this  period,  saps  the  foundation  of  the 
constitution,  and  sows  the  seeds  of  infirmities  and  diseases 
which  cease  not  to  produce  their  melancholy  fruit  while  life  en- 
dures. The  blighting  of  the  bud  of  promise  all  can  witness  ; 
the  secret  worm  at  the  root,  it  may  require  a  practiced  eye  to 
detect.  How  many  of  the  cases  of  chronic  disease  of  the 
heart,  the  lungs,  and  the  digestive  organs  ;  of  chorea,  epilepsy, 
hysteria,  and  the  long  list  of  nervous  affections ;  of  the  loss  of 
memory  and  the  weakening  of  the  intellect,  clown  to  complete 
and  hopeless  idiocy,  owe  their  secret  but  real  origin  to  this  pro- 
lific cause.  Unnatural  indulgences  of  the  kind  we  are  con- 
templating meet  with  their  just  and  inevitable  punishment  in 
this  life,  in  the  derangement  of  structure  or  annihilation  of 
function  in  the  organs  abused,  or  in  the  more  lamentable  result 
of  transmitting  to  posterity,  from  generation  to  generation,  en- 
feebled minds  and  decrepit  bodies,  until  the  very  race  and  name 
of  the  transgressor  is  rooted  out  of  existence 

Nor  are  unnatural  or  illicit  indulgences  the  only  forms  of 
abuse  that  should  meet  our  censure.  Some  of  the  diseases  to 
which  persons  in  married  life  are  subject,  owe  their  origin  to 
excesses  of  a  kindred  nature.  Whence  arise  those  numerous 
cases  of  uterine  disease,  of  so  called  spinal  irritation,  and  the 
various  nervous  affections,  which  task  our  time  and  skill  as 
physicians,  and  from  some  forms  of  which  a  large  proportion  of 
females  in  married  life  are  the  constant  or  occasional  sufferers? 
Do  they  not  arise,  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  generally  suspect- 
ed, from  a  real,  though  perhaps  unconscious  infraction  of  na- 
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ture's  laws  ?  Would  not  the  prevalence  of  enlightened  views 
with  respect  to  these  and  all  the  laws  of  our  being  prevent  a 
vast  amount  of  suffering  ?  And  may  we  not  expect  that  a 
light  heart  and  a  cheerful  temper,  with  a  rigid  and  hearty  ad- 
herence to  the  rules  of  virtue,  sobriety,  and  moderation,  will 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  be  attended  with  health  ? 

As  an  efficient  means  of  counteracting  the  vicious  tenden- 
cies of  the  age,  we  would  urge  increased  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  intellectual  powers.  Let  our  youth  be  taught  to 
reason,  to  think,  to  compare,  to  judge,  as  of  more  consequence 
than  the  display  of  all  the  genteel  accomplishments  and  fash- 
ionable frivolities  of  the  day.  Give  their  minds  at  all  times 
something  to  do.  The  most  effectual  method  of  preventing 
the  growth  of  the  weeds  of  vice,  is  to  pre-occupy  the  ground 
with  the  plants  of  virtue.  True,  the  mental  powers  should  not 
be  overtasked.  Intense  and  protracted  mental  application  is 
liable  to  produce  disease,  and  hard  students  often  become  dys- 
peptics. The  mind  requires  relaxation.  The  bow  that  is  never 
unbent  loses  its  elasticity.  Mental  application  should  be  alter- 
nated with  bodily  exercise,  and  bodily  exercise  with  mental 
application.  All  the  powers  and  faculties  should  be  cultivated 
in  harmonious  concert,  giving  to  each  its  due  developement,  so 
as  to  constitute  the  perfect  man,  with  vigorous  body  and 
well  disciplined  mind,  with  intelligence  to  see  the  beauty,  order, 
and  harmony,  of  the  Creator's  works,  and  with  powers  and  en- 
ergies sufficient  to  perform  the  duties,  sustain  the  trials,  and  en- 
counter the  dangers,  incident  to  humanity.  Let  us  then,  if  the 
views  which  I  have  advanced  are  correct,  use  our  influence  to 
usher  in  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day.  Let  us  impress  it  upon 
the  circle  in  which  we  move,  by  precept  and  by  example,  that  it 
is  only  by  acting  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of  our  being,  only  in 
subjecting  the  material  to  the  spiritual,  the  animal  to  the  intel- 
lectual, and  all  to  the  control  and  guidance  of  enlightened  wis- 
dom, that  we  can  hope  to  acquire  and  maintain  that  greatest  of 
all  earthly  blessings,  mens  sana  in  corf  ore  sano. 
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debts,  commissions,  abatements,  &c. 

Leaves  a  balance  of 

The  Society  owes, 
For  outstanding  debentures, 
To  J.  B.  Whitcomb,  overpayment, 
Balance  in  favor  of  Society, 

$1,018  93£ 

Of  the  outstanding  debentures, 
Amount  issued  in  May  last,         .         .         .     $156  00 

Redeemed  within  the  year, $226  37| 

Excess  redeemed  over  amount  issued,  .         70  37^- 

$226  37£ 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  reported 
that  the  only  business  which  came  before  the  present  Conven- 
tion from  the  last,  was  the  action  of  the  several  counties  on 
the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  of  1849,  on 


51,343 

81 

447 

94 

895 

87 

F 

81,018 

93£ 

• 

$296  00 
•    4  45£ 

718  48 

alterations  and  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Report  accepted  and  committee  discharged. 

Voted,  That  the  papers  presented  by  the  Treasurer  be  referred 
to  the  Auditing  Committee. 

Drs.  Judson,  St.  John  and  Burgess  were  appointed  a  Committee 
on  Debentures. 

Drs.  Brainard,  Hawley,  Blackman  and  Witter  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  report  the  names  of  Delegates  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion in  May  1851. 

Drs.  Webb,  Wilson,  Hyde,  Welch,  Bowen,  Sherwood,  Baker  and» 
Dimock,  on  gratuitous  students. 

Drs.  Jcwett,  Middlcbrook,  Stocking,  Smith,  Hall,  Williams  and  | 
Comings,  on  honorary  degrees  and  honorary  membership.  ^y 

Dr.  Brainard,  from  Committee  on  Delegates  to  the  National  Con- 
vention, reported  the  names  of  Rufus  Biakeman,  P.  A.  Jewett, 
Worthington  Hooker  and  J.  G.  Reckwith. 

Report  accepted  and  they  were  accordingly  appointed. 

Drs.  Brainard,  Hawley,  Bishop,  Beach,  Peters,  Pike,  Warner  and 
Dimock  were  then  appointed  to  report  the  name  of  a  Dissertutor  for 
the  next  Convention. 

Dr.  Witter  then  presented  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  Examination,  which  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered 
to  be  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  Brainard,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  Dis- 
ertator  to  the  next  Convention,  reported  the  name  of  Frederick  J. 
Judson,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgeport,  as  Dissertator.  Dr.  Judson,  having 
stated  to  the  Convention  that  the  state  of  his  health  might  render 
the  fulfillment  of  his  appointment  impracticable,  the  report  was  re- 
committed to  the  committee,  whereupon  they  amended  the  report 
by  inserting  the  name  of  V.  M.  Dow,  M.  D.,  as  his  substitute. 

Report  accepted. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Hono- 
rary Membership,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Merrill  W.  Williams, 
of  New  York  citv,  and  Adonijah  White,  of  Andover,  for  the  hono- 
rary decree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  to  be  recommended  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Yale  College  for  appointment.  Also  the  name 
of  James  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  for  honorary  mem- 
bership. 

Report  accepted,  and  on  balloting  it  appeared  that  they  were  sev- 
erally elected  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  3  o'clock  P.  M. 


6 

Three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  read  a  Dissertation  on  the  Importance 
of  a  Knowledge  of  the  Principles  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  to  the 
Physician. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beach,  voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conven- 
tion be  tendered  to  Dr.  Hatch  for  his  able  and  interesting  address, 
and  that  it  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention.* 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  stand- 
ling  committees,  as  follows: 

In  the  Committee  of  Examination,  by  the  election  of  P.  A.  Jewett 
M.  D.,  and  Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D. 

On  motion,  the  balloting  was  postponed  until  Thursday  morning. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wilson,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  action  of  the  several  counties  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  alterations  and  amendments  to  the  Constitution  and  By- 
laws of  the  Society. 

Voted,  That  the  report  be  considered  by  sections. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  first  section  of  the  report,  increasing 
the  number  of  Fellows  from  five  to  ten,  excepting  in  the  counties  of 
Middlesex  and  Tolland,  which  were  increased  from  three  to  six. 

After  some  discussion,  the  following  amendment  was  proposed  by 
Dr.  Bishop,  having  been  passed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society,  viz  : 

"  That  the  members  of  each  county  may  appoint  a  number  of  Fel- 
lows in  the  proportion  of  one  Fellow  to  every  eight  members  of 
such  county  who  shall  have  paid  all  taxes  which  may  have  been 
duly  laid  by  the  Society,  or  who  shall  have  been  legally  exempted 
from  such  payment ;  provided,  that  no  County  Society  shall  be  en- 
titled to  more  than  eight  nor  less  than  three  members." 

After  the  resolution  and  the  amendment  had  been  discussed,  Dr. 
Jewett  proposed  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Dr. 
Bishop,  viz  : 

That  each  county  be  allowed  one  delegate  to  every  five  tax  pay- 
ing members ;  but  that  no  county  be  allowed  more  than  eight  nor 
less  than  five  members. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Coming,  the  proposed  amendments  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 

*  The  printing  and  distribution  of  the  proceedings  have  been  delayed  several 
weeks,  by  the  Secretary,  in  consequence  of  not  having  before  received  a  copy 
of  the  address  which  was  requested  by  the  Convention. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Witter,  the  whole  subject  was  indefinitely  post-// 
poned. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock  A.  M. 
of  Thursday. 

Thursday,  May  Oth. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  proceeded  to  fill  the  remainder  of  the  vacancies,  in 
the  standing  committees. 

The  vacancies  in  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Physician 
to  the  Retreat,  by  the  election  of  William  Witter,  M.  D.,  and  Rufus 
Blakeman,  M.  D, 

In  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College,  by  the  election  of  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M. 
D.,  and  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Webb,  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  reported 
that  the  following  gentlemen  were  recommended  from  the  several 
counties,  viz  : 

Hartford  County,  Warner,  Eaai  Windsor. 

New  London  County,     Orlando  Brown. 
Windham  County,  Gideon  B.  Perry. 

Litchfield  County,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr.,  Litchfield. 

Middlesex  County,  Richard  M.  Buell. 

New  Haven  County,       I  bury  Eddy. 
Fairfield  County,  Storrs  Hull,  Xoncalk. 

The  vacancy  in  Tolland  County  was  filled  by  the  name  of  Fisk 
Shailor,  of  Say  brook. 

Dr.  Warner,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Treasurer's  report, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  rubs  of  order  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee uii  the  Constitution  and  By-laws,  were  adopted  as  the  stand- 
ing rules  of  the  Society,  and  ordered  to  be  published  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Judson,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report, 
which  was  accepted,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  paid. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  Treasurer  was  ordered  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  such  members  of  the  Committee  on  the  revision  of  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws  as  attended  to  the  duties  assigned  them  by 
the  Convention. 

Voted,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon  each 
member  of  the  Society,  payable  on  and  after  the  1st  of  June  next. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted, 
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i    viz :     That  a  Committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appointed  to  take 

]  into  consideration  the  changes,  if  any  be  deemed  necessary,  in  the 

|  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  this  Society ;   said  Committee  to  confer 

with  the  different  counties  on  the  subject,  and  report  to  the  next 

j  Convention. 

I  The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  said  committee,  viz: 
New  Haven  County,  Jonathan  Knight ;  Hartford  County,  Archibald 
Welch ;  New  London  County,  Dyer  T.  Brainard ;  Windham 
County,  William  Witter;  Middlesex  County,  Richard  Warner; 
Fairfield  County,  Elijah  Middlebrook ;  Litchfield  County,  J.  G. 
Beckwith  ;  Tolland  County,  Timothy  Dimock. 

Resolved,  That  the   Secretary  furnish   said   Committee  with  all 
the  papers  on  this  subject  now  before  the  Convention. 

There   being  no   further  business  before  the  Convention,  it  ad- 
journed sine  die. 

Attest,     JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


HONORARY   MEMBERS. 


•FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
•DAVID  HOSACK, 
•WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
•GEORGE  M'CLELLAN, 
•JOHN  MACKIE, 
•CHARLES  ELDREDGE, 
THEODORE   KO.MEVN  BECK, 
•JAMES  THATCHER, 
EDWARD   DELAFIELD, 
JOHN   DELAMATER, 
•WILLIAM    P     HI. WEES, 
•JOSEPH  WHITE, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTEB  CHANNING, 
•PHILIP  SYNG  PHYSICK, 
•LEWIS  HEERMANN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE, 
•HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN    l!\  No   SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN   D.   MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM   TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
•SAMUEL  B.  WOl  IDWARD, 
•JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  W,  WILLIAMS, 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
•GEORGE  FROST, 
WILL  \KH   PARKER, 
BENAJAH   TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
AMOS  TWITCHELL, 
CHARLES  A.   LEE, 
DAVID  s.  C.   11    SMITH, 
JAMES  M.  SMITH, 


New  York. 
Boat M;i--. 

New  York. 


New  Haven, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Providence,  K .  I. 

reenwieh,  R. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

1'lvr nli,  Mn-s. 

New  York. 
Cleaveland,  <  rhlo. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 
i.   Mi--. 
«,  i, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

I.  S.  Navy. 

Cincinnati,  I 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
New  York. 
Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  I. 

St.  Loin-,  Mn. 

Charleston,  8.  C. 
Northampton,  Mass. 
New  Y.irk. 
Deerfield,  Maas. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 

New  York. 
I".  s.  x.ivv. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Keene,  N.  H. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Springfield,  Mass. 


•  Deceased. 


ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  arc  exempt  from  taxation  by  age, 
arc  in  italics  :  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  the 
Society,  are  in  capitals. 

HARTFORD    COUNTY. 
GURDON  W.   IU'SSKI.L,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


A.  W.  Barrows,  M.  I).,  Clerk. 


Hartford,  GEORGE  SUM  NEB  . 
Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  IS.  Beresford, 
George  H.  Hawley,  Gurdon  W.  Bus- 
Bell,  David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Jlni/iimm  Rogert,  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
S.  Butlei .  II.  A.  Grant,  Norman  K. 
Johnson,  J.  C  Jacks \  W.  Bar- 
rows, Thomas  .Minn ,  \|.  W.  Wilson, 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH. 

Wni  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Avon,  Allied  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  Horatio  Gridley,  E.  Brandegee, 

Jr. 

New  Britain,  Samuel  Hart.  Lucius 
Woodruff,  E.  D.  Baboook,  P.  G. 
Rookwell. 

Bloomfirld,  John  F.  Wells. 

Bristol,  Joseph  W.  Camp. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  3d. 

Canton,  Benadam  Kaseon,  Thomas  G. 
Hazen. 

CoUintvillt,  Russell  11.  Tiffany,  O.  B. 
Freeman. 

Bast  Hartford.  Eli  Halt.  Seth  I. 
Child. 

East  Windsor,  Hiram  Watson. 

B         Brook,  Marcus  I..  Fisk. 

Warthouu  Point,  Foseph  I  tasted. 

1. Mii.i. ii,  J,  P.  Convene,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing. 

ThompsonvilU,  Stephen  G.  Ri.»ley. 


Farminoton,    Asahel    Thompson,   E 
W.  Carrington,  Chaunoey  Brown. 

PlainvilU,  i  -.  A.  Mi»  idy. 

i  >: ionviiU,  Win.  If.  Sage. 

Glastkhbuby,  Ralph   Carter,   ('Union 
Bunce. 

South    GUutfliovry,   Roswell  Hawley, 
Luman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  i  lilbert. 

Eastburi/,  Sabin  Sum  king. 

GRANBY,  JairOS  C':v-<-,  Jo§.   F.  Jctrctt. 
North  Granbi/,  E.  F.  Erving. 
East  Granbi/,  Chester  Hamlin, 
fVat  Granbi/,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 
Mancbbstbr,    William   C.    Williams, 

William  Scott. 
Hoi  n    Hill,  Sulvtstcr  Bulklty. 
Siksbobt,  Roderick  A.  White. 
Tartffvilh,  Geo.  \V.   Sanibrd,  Charles 

W.  Ensign. 
SouTamaToa,  Julius  s    Barnes,  

Byington. 
Sot  hi     Windsor,  Horace  C.  Gillette, 

Sidney  Rockwell,  William  Wood 
Siffield,  Asaph  L.  Bitsell,  Samuel  B. 

Low,  Aretus  Rising. 
Wethersfield,    E.    F.   Cooke,   A.  S. 

Wamar. 
Windsor,    William  S.   Pierscm,  Theo- 

dore  .Sill,  Graham  Lee. 
Windsor  Lurks,  Samuel  W.  skinner. 
Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 

ISAAC  GOODSELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

David  A.  Tyler,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ives,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punder- 
son,  V.  M.  bow,  A.  S.  Monson, 
Charles  Hooker,  H.  B.  Porter,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  J.  A.  Totten,  A.  C.  Blakeslee, 
L.  A.  Thomas,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A. 
Jewett,  J.  T.  Hotchkiss,  D.  L.  Dag- 
gett, George  O.  Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler, 
Henry  Branson,  E.  A.  Park,  N.  W. 
Taylor,  Jr.,  H.  A.  Carrington,  A. 
Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  S.  G.  Hub- 
bard, H.  W.  E.  Matthews. 

IVestville,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  J.  H. 
Beecher,  W.  M.  White,  Lyman  Par- 
ker. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Nehemiah 
Banks. 

Derby,  S.  H.  Catlin. 

Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 

Hwmphrcysville,  Abiram  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 
Thomas  Stoddard. 


East  Haven,  Bela  Farnham. 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Elisha  Hutch- 
inson, Alvan  Talcott. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 

Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 

West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,  Edward 
W.  Hatch. 

Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

Middlebury, 

Milford,  Andrew  French,  Hull  Allen, 
L.  N.  Beardsley. 

Naugatijck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Timothy 
Langdon. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

North  Haven,  C.  B.  Foote. 

Oxford,  Noah  Stone,  John  Lounsbury. 

Sotjthbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 

South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 

Wallingford,  B.  H.  Harrison,  S.  W. 
Clark. 

Waterbury,  Joseph  Porter,  Daniel 
Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 
L.  Piatt,  W.  W.  Rodman,  John  Dea- 
con, George  E.  Perkins,  M.  H.  Per- 
kins. 

Wooderidge,  Isaac  Goodscll,  Andrew 
Castle. 

Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW    LONDON     COUNTY. 
NATHANIEL  S.  PERKINS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  D  ,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Archibald  Mercer,  Dyer 
T.  Brainard,  Nathaniel  S.  Perkins, 
James  Morgan,  Isaac  G.  Porter, 
Wm.  W.  Miner,  James  Rogers,  Seth 
Smith,  C.  T  Cone,  D.  P.  Francis, 
Archibald  T.  Douglass,  Albert  Wit- 
ter, Albert  Hobson. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worth- 
ington  Hooker,  Chauncey  Burgess, 
Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha  Pinney, 
Benjamin  T.  Roath,  Jonathan  W. 
Brooks,  B.  F.  Barker,  Ashbel  B. 
Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Robert  A  Man- 
waring,  Jeremiah  King,  Edwin 
Bentley,  Benjamin  S.  Dean. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,    Ezekiel     W.     Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan. 
East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin 
F.  Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold. 

Jewett  City,  Alonzo  Fuller. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 


Portersville,   John   O.  Miner,   Elias  F. 

Coats. 
Lebanon,    Joseph     Comstock,   Erastus 

Osgood,  Richard  P.  Green. 
Ledyard. 

Gales'  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 
Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes,  John  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Win.  W,  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  Ephraim   Fellows,  Samuel 

E.  Maynard,  Elisha  Hewitt. 
Uncasville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 

Bolles. 
North  Stonington,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gray. 
Preston,   Avery  Downer,   Eleazer  B. 

Downing. 
Poquetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 
Salem,  John  P.  Fuller. 
Stonington,   Wm.    Hyde,   George    E. 

Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
Hamburg,  Wm.  A.  Babcock. 
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FAIEFIELD    COUNTY. 


E.  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Samuel  Beach,  If.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S.  P. 

V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Greenfield,  Rufua  Blakeman. 
Bouthport ,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bbjdoeport,    Samuel    Beachi    I».    II. 

Nash,  William  l>.  Watson,  Frederick 

J.  Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,  Wm.  Nash. 
Brookfield,    Noah    A,    Larey,  A.    L. 

Williams. 
Da  niury,  /f .  B.  Botsford  ,T..  P.  Ben  n. -It. 
Br//if/,  H.  N.  Bennett,  J,  S.  Andrews. 
Dasten,  Warren  PercivtU. 
EiASTON,  I.loyil  Seeley,  J s  Baldwin. 

HttntinotoNi  James  11.  Shelton. 
Monroe,  Sturges  Bulkley,  Salmon  II. 

iinii. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  Noycs,  Lewis 
Billiards. 


Newtown,  Cyrenius  H.  Booth,  E. 
Irwin,  George  Judson. 

Norw.uk,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Redding,  Charles  Gorham. 

KlDGEFIELD,  Nehemiah  Perry. 

Sherman,   Dana  W.  Northrop. 

Stamford,  Channcey  Ayres,  N.  D. 
Haight 

Stratford,  William  T.  Shelton,  John 
Goulding. 

Tin -Mi:i  i.i..  ELIJAH  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Westpoet,  George  Blackmail,  J. 
Jauneey. 

Wilton,  Sylvester  Mead. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 

LORENZO  MAHCV,  M.  D.,  Chainnan. 

James  li.  Whitcomb,  M.  1).,  Clark. 


Brooklyn,  James  B.  Whitcoinh,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 
Ashfokdj  John  11.  Simmons, 

CANTERBURY,  Elijah    Baldwin,  Joseph 

Palmer. 
Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 
II imfton,  Dyer  1  lughes. 

Kili.inqi.y,  Justin  Ilannii I 

North  Killingly,  Fenner  H.  Peokham. 
South  Killingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey, 
West  Killingly,  David  E.  Hall,  Samuel 

Hutchins,  Stephen  I '.  I  rriggs. 
WilkintonvilU,     Henry     w,    Hough, 

Thomas  W.  Perry. 
DaytviUe,  Charles  l'i.  Fuller. 
Plainfield,  William  II.  Cogswell. 


Plainfitld,  Ctnt'l  P.  0.,Morey  Burgtts, 
Elij.   Baldwin,  Jr.,  Horace  Burgess. 

PoMFRET,    llir.nu    Holt,     Lewis    Wil- 
liam-. 
STERLING,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 
\  hi  \  rawn,  Harvey  Campbell. 
Windham,  Clutter  Hunt,  lie  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

H'ttltmantic,   William     Witter,   John 

Hill,  Jr. 
Scotland,  Calvin   B.  Bromley. 
Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 
South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  R&arcy. 
Welt     Woodstock,    Milton     Bradford, 

Charles  II.  Rogers. 
Easteokd,  Henry  Gray. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 

B.  B.   NORTH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

GSOKOE    SEYMOUR,   M.    D.,   Clerk. 


Litchfield,  WIL  1. 1 A  M  BUEL, 
Samuel  Ilu,l,3.  G.  Beckwith,  George 

Sej  ii 1'  E    Bostwink,  Chs.  \  ail. 

South  Faron,  tiarry  H.  Miner. 
Bakkhamsted,  F.  B.  Graham. 


Bethlem.G.  G.  Bissell 
Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamer  H.  Smith. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
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Cornwall, Burritt  B.  North. 
West   Cornwall,   Samuel    W.   Gold,  I. 

E.  Smith. 
North  Cornwall, 

CoLEBROOK, 

Gaylord's   Bridge,     Gamaliel    H.     St. 

John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton, 
Kent,    Wells    Beardsley,    Johnson  C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  Centre, 
New  Milford,  Jchiel  Williams,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy. 
Norfolk,  William  W.  Welch. 
Plymouth,   Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 


Roxeury,  Myron  Downs. 

Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  Win.  Warden. 

Lakcville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Wolcottville,  Erastus  Bancroft. 

Warren,  Norman  Lyman. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

West  Winsted,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 
Westlake,  John  L.  Wakefield. 

Woodbury,  Roswcll  Aberncthy,  Chas. 
H.  Webb. 

Terryville, 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


RUFUS  TURNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  R  ichard  Warner,  Joseph 
Barrett,  Charles  Woodward,  William 
B.Casey,  Dav  d  Harrison,  Hamilton 
Brewer,  Franklin  Woodruff, 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  Albert  B.  Worthing- 
ton. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  II.  Hubbard. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine, 
Killingworth,  Rulus  Turner. 
Portland,  George  O.  Jarvis,   Stephen 

A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Essex,  Alexander  II.  Hough,  Frederick 

W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Westbrook,  Horace  Burr, Way. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


ORSON    WOOD,   M.   D.,    Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Ahijah  Ladd,  Oliver  K. 
Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 

Andover,  Adonijah  White. 

Bolton,  Orrin  Hunt,  Charles  F.  Sum- 
ner. 

Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 

Coventry,  North,  Elcazer  Hunt. 

South  Coventry,  Timothy  Dimock,  H. 
M.  Booth. 

Ellington,    Allen   Hyde,  J.  H.  Man- 

Heb'ron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 
C.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 


Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 
Wm.  H.  Richardson,  Albert  Mor- 
rison. 

South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 

Somers,  Orson  Wood,  Erasmus  E. 
Hamilton. 

Stafford,  East,  William  N.  Clark, 
Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 

Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 

Union,  E.  Lindslcy,  S.  F.  Lindsley. 

Vernon,  Alden  Skinner,  C.  B.  Ham- 
mond. 

Rockville,  Benjamin  M.  Comings. 

Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ORDINARY  MEMBERS  FOR  1849-50,  WITH  THE  DEATHS  FOR  1850. 


Hartford  County, 
New  Haven  County, 
New  London  County, 
Fairfield  County, 
Litchfield  County, 

Windham  County, 
Middleaex  County, 
Tolland  County, 

Total, 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

1848 

1850 

1849 

18S0 

1849 

1850 

IsoO 

70 

69 

4 

7 

74 

76 

0 

88 

71 

a 

7 

74 

7s 

1 

18 

48 

8 

13 

57 

61 

0 

11 

37 

4 

4 

45 

41 

1 

38 

38 

10 

8 

18 

41 

4 

32 

34 

o 

o 

34 

2 

24 

20 

0 

1 

24 

27 

0 

34 

24 

6 

5 

30 

29 

1 

346 

317 

10 

i.'i 

386 

383 

9 

SUMMARY  OF  MEMBERS  IN  FORMER  YEARS. 


1823 

Tax:, Mr. 

Not 

Taxable), 

319 

1830 



— 

301 

1840 

345 

31 

376 

1850 

3  17 

i:> 

Note.    Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Med  .    are  permanent 

mmbertof  tin-  Annual  Convention,  having  tin*  privilege  of  attending  all  meet* 
Lngs,  and  performing  all  the  duties,  <»t  attending  members, except  thatol 

ing  their  votes.     And  all  mbers  <u  die  Sooiety  are  invited,  by  tin*  by- 

n>  In-  present  at  all  itingsof  the  Convention,  and  partake  ot  tin-  dim. 

(he  hist  day  of   the  session. 


DEATHS  OF  ME.MDER3    DURING    Till:  YEAR    ENDING     APRIL   1,   1850,  WITH  THE 
AGE  AND  DISEASE  WHEN  ASCERTAINED. 


Hartford  County,   no  deaths. 

(few  Haven  County,  Daniel  11.  Moore,  Chronic  Diarrhea,  Age  13, 

New  London  I  lounty,  no  deaths, 

Fairfield  County,  Emery  Bissell,  Dysentery,  Age  60. 

Windham  County.  Dr.  Grosve r,no  particular  information;  Wm.  H.  Camp- 
bell, Typhoid  Fevt  r,  Ige  53. 

Litchfield  County,  Benjamin  Welch,  Ago  82;  Reuben  S.  Woodward,  Jauu- 
dice,  Age  si ;  Reuben  M.  WoodruflT,  Chronic  Rheumatism  and  Bronchitis, 
Age  38  j  Peter  Bearsdlee,  Typhoid  Fever,  Age  24, 

Middlesex  County,  no  death-. 

Tolland  County,  Soottoway  Hinckley,  Age  about  97. 
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DUTIES  OF  CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who 
may  have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their 
several  County  Societies. 


RULES  OF   ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 

cec,  from  the  several  counties,  and  members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National   Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County   Communications,  Resolves, 

&c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in   which    business  was  brought  for- 

ward in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

"      Dr.  Gideon   Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 
"      Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
"      Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

"  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  most  eligible   mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 

"  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 

1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 
"  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Bael,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Mirier,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Pevi  r  at  Middletown. 

1828.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

1827.   Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physicians 
of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 
18:)0.   Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Far. 

1835,  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1830.  Dr.  E.  11.  Bishop,  "  Influi  nee  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease." 
1*37.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on   the  disease   commonly   denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Branson,  on  the  Mental  qualifications  necessary 

to  a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  advantages  of  prompt  and  efficient 

practice  in  Acute  Diseasi  s. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah    Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence! 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W    Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington   Hooker,  on  the  respect   due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  F<  ht. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the   Importance  of  a  Medical    Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Fieri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvun  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical   Jurisprudence. 
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ADDRESS. 


Mr.  President  : 

The  medical  profession  of  our  country,  with  very  general 
consent,  has  lately  evinced  unwonted  interest  on  the  subject  of 
endeavoring  to  advance  the  standard  of  education  both  for 
those  preparing  to  enter  upon  the  study,  and  for  such  also  as 
offer  themselves  for  admission  to  the  ranks  of  our  profession. 

The  American  Medical  Association  has  made  it  a  prominent 
feature  in  its  scheme  of  improvement,  by  earnestly  recommend- 
ing all  teachers  to  insist  that  those  who  present  themselves  for 
the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery,  higher  qualifications  than 
have  hitherto  been  deemed  indispensable  by  those  who  take 
upon  themselves  the  office  of  instructors.  This  body  has  at- 
tempted further  to  benefit  the  world,  and  to  elevate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  profession  by  its  recommendation  of  uniformity  in 
the  system  of  medical  and  surgical  instruction  in  the  various 
public  schools  of  our  country. 

The  outlines  drawn  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Association,  and 
communicated  to  the  professional  public,  have  been,  1  believe, 
very  generally  considered  as  eminently  entitled  to  regard  by 
all  who  entertain  a  desire  for  the  public  good,  or  have  in  view 
the  honor  of  the  profession.  It  is  indeed  a  grateful  duty  to 
admit  that,  though  defects  and  short  comings  yet  exist  in  our 
system  of  instruction,  the  last  half  century  has  witnessed  very 
many  splendid  achievements  on  the  field  of  medical  science, 
beyond  the  boundaries  defined  by  previous  research. 

It  is  with  pleasure  too,  and  pride,  that  we  may  dwell  upon 
the  comparative  merits  of  our  own  cherished  institution,  whither 
those  who  are  to  succeed  us  in  the  responsible  duties,  now 
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incumbent  on  ourselves,  can  repair  to  complete  their  qualifica- 
tions for  the  task  they  are  to  assume. 

But,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I  come  in  fulfilment  of  the 
task  assigned  me,  to  speak  of  a  defect  that  obtains  to  some  ex- 
tent, as  I  conceive,  in  our  own  as  well  as  in  most  other  schools 
where  medical  science  is  pursued. 

I  allude  to  that  important  branch,  denominated  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  better  criterion  with  the  public,  to  judge 
of  the  attainments  of  a  physician,  than  by  his  knowledge  of  this 
branch  of  our  profession. 

Is  he  ignorant  of  its  principles,  or  unable  to  convey  in  a  clear 
and  intelligible  manner,  his  knowledge  of  the  various  questions 
which  may  be  propounded  to  him,  to  establish  an  uninstructed 
jury  in  an  opinion  that  may  involve  interests  of  immeasurable 
magnitude,  he  is  sure  to  suffer  from  the  galling  batteries  which 
some,  in  the  legal  profession,  at  every  bar  in  the  state,  are  qual- 
ified to  biing  to  bear  upon  him.  His  own,  and  to  some  extent 
the  disgrace  of  the  profession  to  which  he  belongs,  must  follow ; 
and  how  unenviable  must  be  his  position  as  a  witness,  who  has 
no  other  shield  for  his  protection,  than  that  simply  which  a 
diploma  can  confer. 

It  seems  incumbent  then  upon  the  profession,  to  exert  a  con- 
trolling influence  over  the  education  of  such  as  seek  its  mem- 
bership. 

This  most  clearly  was  the  view  taken  by  the  able  and  learned 
committee  constituted  at  the  United  States  Medical  Conven- 
tion in  1846,  who  had  in  charge  the  whole  subject  of  medical 
education,  and  whose  report,  defining  what  it  ought  to  be,  met 
with  universal  approbation  at  the  convention  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  in  1847. 

The  subject  of  which  I  speak  was  then  and  there  emphatically 
urged,  and  distinctly  embraced  in  the  enumerated  catalogue  of 
the  studies  appropriate  for  the  adoption  of  the  public  schools. 

The  liability  to  which  every  young  member  of  the  profession 
is  exposed  to  become  involved,  and  under  circumstances  so 
fraught  with  danger  to  his  own  reputation,  the  reputation  of 
the  profession,  as  also  to  the  rights  of  others  if  unprepared  to 
wield  the  potent  powers  with  which  by  custom  he  is  supposed 


21 

to  be  invested,  seems  to  call  for  adequate  appropriations  for  his 
outfit  in  the  start  of  his  untried  course  ;  for  slow  indeed  to  the 
majority  of  minds  comes  the  necessary  discipline  when  left  to 
glean  alone  the  field  of  science. 

Civilians  have  well  discerned  their  duty  and  performed  it. 
It  is  ours  to  apply  such  regimen  as  the  constituted  body  politic 
requires,  as  well  as  to  put  forth  our  powers  to  restore  to  health 
the  subjects  of  disease. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  medical  history,  many  instances  are 
upon  record  of  the  infliction  of  capital  punishment  upon  sub- 
jects whose  condition  of  mind  ought  to  have  forbidden  the  ap- 
plication of  the  penalty  of  law. 

An  execution  took  place  many  years  ago  in  Litchfield  county, 
of  a  maniac,  who  fancied  himself  the  Supreme  Being.  His 
whole  demeanor,  it  is  understood,  was  consistent  with  this  one 
insane  idea;  yet  the  hallucination  was  construed  to  entitle  him 
the  more  richly  for  his  irreverence,  to  an  ignominious  death  ; 
and  years  rolled  away  before  a  suspicion  was  raised  as  to  the 
healthy  state  of  mind  of  the  sufferer,  and  the  consequent  justice 
of  the  act. 

Later,  only  a  few  years  since,  a  trial  was  had  in  the  same 
county,  upon  a  foreigner,  for  the  crime  of  murder,  in  which 
there  was  a  clear  triumph  ol  medical  science  over  the  strongest 
demonstrations  of  popular  feeling  in  favor  of  the  most  rigorous 
and  summary  application  of  punishment  due  to  such  a  crime, 
and  against  the  testimony  borne  by  physicians  to  the  unsound 
condition  of  the  prisoner's  mind.  An  enlightened  court,  and  a 
jury  who  had  the  good  sense  to  lay  their  minds  open  to  receive 
instruction  on  the  subject  from  men  who  had  made  themselves 
more  acquainted  with  the  mind  diseased.  Even  in  this  case  a 
titled  authority  was  placed  upon  the  stand  to  witness  before  the 
court  that  there  was  no  defect  in  the  poor  prisoner's  mind  ;  and 
no  such  form  of  insanity  as  monomania.  When  retiring  from 
the  stand  he  was  addressed  by  one  who  had  listened  to  the  whole 
proceedings,  in  substance  as  follows.  "  Sir,  when  I  came  here 
I  entertained  very  much  the  same  opinions  you  have  expressed, 
and  I  believe  I  did  so  in  common  with  a  large  majority  of  our 
neighborhood  ;  but  by  the  light  shed  around  us  on  this  trial,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  pronounce  you  out  of  place  while  you  oc- 
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cupy  a  standing  among  doctors."  He  was  granted  nothing  in 
consideration  of  his  youth.  I  would  yield  him  that  apology. 
The  subsequent  history  of  this  case  has  abundantly  justified  the 
righteousness  of  the  conclusion  to  which  the  jury  came  in  their 
verdict  of  acquittal. 

There  have  been  numerous  instances  in  which  insanity  has 
been  set  up  as  a  defence  of  the  violations  of  the  law,  where  the 
accused  was  laboring  under  no  other  than  a  moral  infirmity  of 
mind,  temporarily  obscured  by  means  through  which  his  obli- 
quity could  find  no  justification :  but  where  a  nice  discrimina- 
tion is  demanded  lest  a  medical  witness  shall  be  found  to  lend 
his  voice  and  influence  in  violation  of  his  high  and  solemn  obli- 
gations to  sustain  the  majesty  of  wholesome  law,  and  not  to 
screen  the  guilty  or  to  varnish  crime. 

We  might  speak  of  the  numerous  items  to  be  taken  into  ac- 
count by  the  mind  employed  in  prosecuting  its  enquiries  into 
subjects  pertaining  to  the  department  of  medicine  we  are  con- 
sidering. I  might  speak  more  particularly  of  the  necessity  of  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  effects  of  those  agents  sometimes 
employed  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  human  life — of  the 
tests  whereby  to  detect  their  existence,  in  order  that  a  just  dis- 
tinction may  be  made  between  the  operations  of  these,  and  the 
ravages  of  ordinary  disease — of  the  results  from  violence  in- 
flicted upon  parts  essential  to  life.  Of  all  these  and  their  kindred 
topics,  you  are  fully  aware. 

Nor  is  it  necessary  to  advocate  here  what  all  will  acknow- 
ledge, the  usefulness  and  dignity  of  this  branch  of  a  medical  edu- 
cation.    And  I  forbear  the  detail  which  these  thoughts  suggest. 

I  am  admonished  by  the  character  of  the  audience  I  address, 
that  I  can  inculcate  no  new  truth,  nor  indicate  a  path  of  duty 
to  fields  not  already  explored  by  all  who  hear  me.  I  submit 
however,  that  if  a  defect  exists  of  the  kind  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  does  it  not  devolve  on  one  and  all,  to  aid  in  providing 
that  the  student  of  this  school,  as  he  goes  forth  under  the  author- 
ity of  Connecticut,  to  take  upon  him  the  high  duties  he  is  to 
meet,  may  enjoy  the  advantage  of  direct  instruction  in  this 
interesting  department  of  our  profession. 
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The  Committee  of  Examination  have  attended  lo  the   duties  assigned 

them,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

The  Board  convened  Wednesday,  Jan.  16,  and  continued  in  session  two 
days:  pi  esent  the  full  Board. 

Sixteen  Candidates,  after  a  thorough  examination,  were  recommended 
for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  which  was  conferred  by  President 
Woolsey,  of  Yale  College. 

1.  Ames  Cranmer  Blakesley,   Waterbury,  subject,   Purpurea  Hem- 
orrhagica. 

2.  Henry  Clinton  Bunce,  Manchester,  subject,  Asthma. 

3.  Alpheus  Bryant  Clark,  New  Haven,  subject,  Semeiology. 

4.  Henry  Augustus  Collins.  New  Haven,  subject,  Placenta  Previa. 

5.  Richard  Pierce  Evans,  Franklin,  Ohio,  subject,  Asiatic  Cholera. 

6.  Henry  Hawley  Foote,  Roxhury,  subject,  Variola. 

7.  Horatio  Wells  Gridfey,  A.  B.,  Berlin,  subji  ct,  Morbus  Brightii. 

8.  Dixon  Scipio  Hall,  Montville,  subject,  Erysipelas. 

0.  Charles  Clifford  Holcomb,  W.  Granville, Mass.,  subject,  Pneumonia. 

10.  Lewis  Raymond  Hurlbut,  M  A. ..New  Haven,  subject,  Penlonitia. 

11.  Henry  Lobdell,  B.  A.,  Brooktield,  subject,  Relation  of  Psychology 
to  Medicine. 

1-'.  Henry  Willis  Edward  Matthew,  B.  A.,  New  Haven,  subject,  Diet. 

13.  George  Hammond  Rogers,  Colchester,  subject.  Phthisis. 

14.  Henry  Smith,  East  Haddam,  subject,  The  Leech. 

15.  Joel  Washington  Smith,  Hebron,  subject,  Typhus. 

16.  \\  illiam  Cook  Williams,  Manchester,  subject,  Typhus. 

A  very  interesting  and  appropriate  address  was  delivered  hy  II.  A. 
Grant,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford,  which  was  listened  to.  not  only  by  (he  grad- 
uates, but  by  a  very  respectable  number  of  citizens,  with  much  apparent 
interest  and  attention. 

Richard  Warner,  M.  D„  of  Middletown  and  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D.,  of 
Guillbrd,  were  appointed  to  give  the  addresses  to  the  graduate- in  1851 
and  1332. 

Your  Committee  are  prepared  to  express  a  decided  opinion,  that  the 
graduates,  with  a  few  exceptions,  exhibited  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
general  principles  of  the  different  departments  of  science  taught  in  the 
lecture  room;  doing  good  credit  lo  themselves  as  students,  and  honor  to 
our  professors^  many  of  whom  have  labored  and  sustained  for  a  great 
Dumber  of  years  the  different  branches  of  medical  science  to  which  they 
have  been  more  particularly  devoted,  with  that  interest,  energy  and  suc- 
cess which  deserves  our  warmest  tl  auks  and  honest  praise. 

WILLIAM  WITTER. 
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B. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  revision  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  propositions  to  the  several  county  meet- 
ings for  their  approval  or  disapproval,  viz : 

1st.  We  recommend  that  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  Incorporation  or 
Constitution,  be  amended  so  that  each  county  may  elect  10  instead  of  5 
Fellows,  except  Middlesex  and  Tolland,  and  that  each  of  them  may  elect 
6  instead  of  3,  as  at  present ;  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  two  years, 
except  the  first  year,  when  the  term  of  one-half  the  number  shall  expire, 
and  an  equal  number  be  chosen  to  supply  the  vacancy.  It  is  not  intended 
to  recommend  that  the  retiring  Fellows  shall  be  ineligible. 

2d.  We  propose  to  amend  sec.  7  of  the  same  act,  by  the  repeal  of  all 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  the  collecting  of  the  taxes  of  members  by 
legal  process,  and  substitute  therefor  the  following.  That  the  name  of 
every  member  of  this  society  who  shall,  after  the  passage  of  this  amend- 
ment, decline  or  neglect,  without  good  and  sufficient  cause,  to  be  decided 
on  application  of  the  delinquent  by  the  Convention,  to  pay  the  taxes  due 
from  him  to  this  society,  for  three  years  successively,  dating  from  the  pe- 
riod of  his  last  payment,  shall  be  stricken  from  its  rolls,  and  he  be  no 
longer  considered  a  member  thereof. 

3d.  We  recommend  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  sec.  5,  of  the  Act  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College  as  relates  to  the  granting 
of  Licenses. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  By-Laws  and  Amendments 
to  the  same. 

1st.  To  succeed  sec.  1,  the  following:  Every  member  of  this  society 
shall  annually  contribute  to  its  funds  the  sum  assessed  in  Convention,  and 
pay  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  on  or  before 
the  succeeding  annual  meeting  of  said  county,  and  no  tax  paying  member 
shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  nor  permitted  to  vote  until  he  shall  have 
made  such  payment. 

2d.  To  succeed  that  just  passed  we  offer  the  following.  This  society 
adopts  as  a  part  of  its  regulations,  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  substituting  it  for  the  existing  system  of  Medical 
Ethics  which  is  hereby  repealed. 

To  succeed  sec.  7,  we  propose  3d,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  clerks  to  for- 
ward annually  to  the  Stale  Medical  Convention  by  one  of  its  Fellows,  a 
copy  each  of  such  dissertations  or  communications,  read  in  county  meet- 
ings of  the  several  counties,  as  shall  by  a  vote  of  said  meetings  be  re- 
garded of  sufficient  value ;  all  of  which  shall  be  submitted  to  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Convention,  and  may  be  read  or  printed  with  their  pro- 
ceedings, or  both  at  the  discretion  of  the  Convention. 

4th.  Sec.  14  we  propose  to  amend  so  that  the  President  and  Fellows 
shall  each  receive  one  dollar  for  attendance,  instead  of  two  dollars,  and 
six  cents  instead  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for  travel  as  at  present. 
'    5th.    To  succeed  sec.  4,  we  propose  the  following.    The  offices  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  shall  be  limited  to  one  year  each,  and  each  county 
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in  turn  shall  furnish  incumbents  for  these  offices  respectively,  provided  / 
that  in  no  case  shall  both  be  filled  by  residents  of  the  same  county.  / 

6th.  We  propose  that  the  rules  of  order  in  Convention  shall  be  pub- 
lished annually,  with  its  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  duties  of  clerk. 

7th.  We  propose  that  no  article  of  the  by-laws  as  now  adopted,  shall 
be  altered  or  amended,  without  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  at  an  annual  Convention. 

E.  K.  HUNT,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account  respectfully 

report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  same  and  find  it  correct.  In  examining 
the  other  matters  referred  to,  your  Committee  find  the  number  of  tax 
paying  members  as  published  in  the  proceeding!  of  1849,  to  be  350,  dis- 
tributed in  the  several  counties,  as  follows: 


Hartford  County, 
New  Haven  County, 
Ne.v  London  County, 
Fairfield  <  'mint)  , 
Litchfield  County, 
Windham  County, 
Middlesex  County, 
Tolland  County, 


73  taxes  charged  665  arrears  8232.  96. 


68 

605 

238 

49 

480 

136 

39 

373 

242 

48 

4117 

225 

32 

303 

12 

26 

223 

23 

25 

208 

71 

S  1229.96 


$3261 

The  amount  of  taxes  charged  in  7  years  preceding  1849  as  above,  and 
a  deficiency  of  ^1229,  distributed  in  the  several  counties,  as  follows,  (see 
table.)  From  the  estimates,  which  we  have  taken  from  tables  carefully 
prepared  by  the  Treasurer,  it  appears  that  the  pecuniary  burden  of  sus- 
taining this  Society  tails  very  unequally  upon  the  members  of  the  several 
counties,  as  will  be  shown  mure  clearly  by  the  exhibition  of  the  percentage 
of  arrearages. 

Windham  County,  4  per  cent,  of  all  taxes  charged  in  7  years. 


Middlesex 

"      10 

N.  London 

"     28 

Tolland 

'      34.5 

Hartford 

"     34.9 

N.  Haven 

"     47 

Litchfield 

"     55 

Fairfield 

•:     67 

What  proportion  of  the  amount  paid  in  each  county  has  been  cancelled 
by  abatements,  your  Committee  have  not  had  time  to  ascertain. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RICHARD  WARNER. 


SEMI-CENTENNIAL  CATALOGUE, 


OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  FELLOWS  OF  THE 


CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 


Thehe  arc  several  considerations  which  have  induced  us  to  pub- 
lish,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  present  year,  the  names  of  the 
Officers  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  from  its 
organization  in  1792  to  the  present  year.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  for  the  first  twenty  years  of  the  Society's  existence  there  was 
no  publication  of  its  proceedings,  and  it  was  at  a  later  period  of  its 
existence  that  the  first  Catalogue  of  members  was  published  ;  there 
is  therefore  no  printed  record  for  this  whole  period  of  time. 

Again,  it  is  customary  with  all  snciriirs  to  mark  the  opening  and 
close  of  its  years,  and  to  erect  more  lofty  monuments  when  half 
centuries  and  centuries  have  departed.  As  this  is  the  semi-cen- 
tennial year  of  the  19th  century,  anil  the  fifty-eighth  of  our  organiza- 
tion, we  have  presumed  that  it  might  be  acceptable  to  the  present 
members  to  have  published  in  an  enduring  form,  for  preservation, 
the  names  of  those  distinguished  individuals  to  whose  indomitable 
perseverance  and  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  their  profession,  we  are 
principally  indebted  for  our  present  Medical  organization:  a  struc- 
ture of  such  admirable  beauty  and  fair  proportions,  that  it  has  been 
a  model  for  other  States  ;  and  the  experience  of  more  than  fifty 
years  has  found  but  little  to  modify  or  change.  While  it  has,  both 
by  the  influence  of  individual  members,  and  by  its  collective  wis- 
dom in  Convention,  exerted  a  controlling  influence  over  the  State 
Legislature,  with  whose  cooperation  it  has  erected  stupendous  edi- 
fices for  the  amelioration  of  human  suffering  in  its  protean  forms  ; 
while  in  its  institutions  for  giving  sanity  to  the  insane,  and  eyes  to 
the  blind,  it  lias  dispensed  the  largest  charities  with  a  Godlike  hand. 
This  same  influence  lias  formed  a  Medical  Institution  which  justly 
ranks  among  the  first  in  our  country  ;  whose  graduates  are  fbund  not 
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only  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our,  but  in  foreign  lands, 
successfully  engaged  in  the  great  cause  of  suffering  humanity,  and 
elevating  the  moral  condition  of  our  race,  reflecting  honor  upon  their 
alma  mater,  and  the  Medical  Society,  the  common  founder  and  patron 
of  both.  But  it  is  not  my  object  to  eulogize,  in  this  place,  the  memory 
of  those  devoted  men  upon  whom  half  a  century  has  wrought  the 
legitimate  work  of  time  on  man  ;  nor  speak  of  the  achievements  of 
our  State  Medical  Society.  We  have  the  promise  that  some  abler 
hand  shall  do  justice  to  their  distinguished  services.  Most  of  the 
founders  of  our  Society,  if  not  all,  have  closed  their  earthly  labors; 
there  is  with  us  still  a  small  remnant  previous  to  the  year  1810, 
who  have  long  been  italicised  on  our  Catalogues  ;  who  have  closed 
their  earthly  labors  and  their  connection  with  the  busy  world,  yet 
linger  to  join  their  companions  in  the  land  of  silence. 

There  is  yet  another  class,  who  hold  in  remembrance  these  ven- 
erable men,  and  who  are  now  the  connecting  link  between  them  and 
the  younger  members  of  the  Society;  who  have  been  connected 
with  them  in  perfecting  and  extending  the  benefits  of  our  organiza- 
tion, to  whom  the  Society  owe  a  large  debt  of  gratitude.  Their 
names  will  be  held  in  lasting  remembrance. 

By  bringing  them  together  in  this  Semi-centennial  Catalogue,  when 
another  half  century  shall  have  rolled  away,  some  number,  perhaps 
in  the  hands  of  the  youngest  member  of  this  Society,  may  be  brought 
up  from  its  long  repose,  and  bring  before  the  members  of  this  So- 
ciety, in  the  centennial  year  of  the  2000th  century,  the  illustrious 
founders  of  our  Medical  organization,  and  their  now  living  coadju- 
tors ;  rescuing  their  names  and  memories  from  the  oblivious  past,  and 
rendering  some  expropriate  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  fathers  of 
the  Medical  Profession  in  this  State,  and  the  founders  of  our  Medi- 
cal Society. 


Officers  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  from 
its  organization  in  1792  to  the  present  lime. 


PRESIDENTS. 


1792, 
1794, 
1801, 
1803, 
1804, 
1807, 
1813, 
1823, 
1827, 

1792, 
1794, 

1798, 
1801, 
1803, 
1804, 
1800, 
1807, 
1813, 
1814, 
1823, 


1792, 
1794, 
1790, 
1798, 
1800, 
1801, 
1805, 
1810, 
1813, 


*Levcrctt  Hubbard. 
♦^Eneas  Munson. 
♦James  Potter. 
♦Thomas  Mosely. 
♦Jeremiah  West. 
♦John  R.  Watrous. 
♦Mason  F.  Cogswell. 
♦Thomas  Hubbard. 
♦Eli  Todd. 


1829,  John  S.  Peters. 
1832,   William  Bucl. 
1834,  *Thomas  Miner. 
1837,  ♦Silas  Fuller. 
1-11,  Elijah  Middlebrook. 
1843,  *Lu'her  Ticknor. 
1846,  Archibald  Welch. 
1849,  George  Sumner. 


VICE  PRESIDENTS. 
♦yEneas  Munson.  1824,  Eli  Ives. 


♦Eliliu  Tudor. 
♦James  Potter, 
♦Thomas  Mosely. 
♦Jeremiah  West. 
♦Jared  Potter. 
♦John  R.  Wntrous. 
♦Mason  F.  Cogswell. 
♦Timothy  Hall. 
♦Thomas  Hubbard. 
♦Eli  Todd. 


1827,  John  S.  Peters. 

1829,  William  Buel. 

1832,  ♦Thomas  Miner. 

1834,  ♦Silas  Fuller. 

1837,  Elijah  Middlebrook. 

1-11,  "Luther  Ticknor. 

1843,  Archibald  Welch. 

1846,  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1847,  George  Sumner. 
1849,  Rufus  Blakcman. 


SECRETARIES. 


♦Jared  Potter.  1810, 

♦James  Clark.  1827, 

♦Daniel  Sheldon.  1830, 

♦Nathaniel  Perry.  1832, 

♦Samuel  Woodward.  1838, 

♦William  Shelton.  1843, 

♦John  Barber.  1844, 

Eli  Ives.  1846> 

♦Joseph  Foot.  1849, 


Jonathan  Knight. 
♦Samuel  B.  Woodward. 
George  Sumner. 
Charles  Hooker. 
Archibald  Welch. 
Ralph  Farnsworlh. 
Worthington  Hooker. 
Gurdon  W.  Russell. 
Josiah  G.  Beckwith. 
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1792,  *John  Osborn. 

1794,  *Jeremiah  West. 

1795,  *Mason  F.  Cogswell. 
1799,  *William  B.  Hall. 
1809,  *Timothy  Hall. 
1813,  *Richard  Ely. 
1816,  *Thomas  Miner. 


TREASURERS. 

1817,  John  S.  Peters. 

1827,  William  Buel. 

1828,  *Joseph  Palmer. 
1834,  Elijah  Middlebrook. 
1837,  *Luther  Ticknor. 
1841,  Virgil  Mars  Dow. 


FELLOWS. 


IIAKTFORD    COUNTY. 


1792. 
Eliakim  Fish, 
Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Josiah  Hart, 
Samuel  Flagg. 

1793. 
Eliakim  Fish, 
Samuel  Flagg, 
Josiah  Hart, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Lemuel  Hopkins. 

1794. 

Elihu  Tudor, 
Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Charles  Mather, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Asa  Hillyer. 

1795. 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Eliakim  Fish, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Josiah  Hart. 

1796. 

Eliakim  Fish, 
Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Samuel  Flagg. 


1797,  '8. 
Eliakim  Fish, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Samuel  Flagg, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Lemuel  Hopkins. 

1799. 

Lemuel  Hopkins, 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Nathaniel  Dvvight, 
Eli  Todd. 

1800. 
Elihu  Tudor, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor. 

1801. 

Elihu  Tudor, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Eli  Todd, 
John  Bestor, 
Elijah  F.  Reed. 

1802. 
John  Bestor, 
George  Griswold, 
Timothy  Hall, 
Howard  Alden, 
Samuel  Flagg. 


1803. 

Eliakim  Fish, 
John  Bestor, 
Timothy  Hall, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
George  Griswold. 

1804. 
Leonard  Bacon, 
John  Bestor, 
Timothy  Hall, 
George  Griswold, 
Elijah  F.  Reed. 

1805,  '6. 
Howard  Alden, 
John  Bestor, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Simeon  Field, 
Timothy  Hall. 

1807. 

Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
Abner  Mosely, 
George  Griswold. 

1808. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
Simeon  Field, 
George  Griswold. 
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1809. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
Simeon  Field, 
J.  H.  Sparhawk. 

1810. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hull, 
Simeon  Field, 
Howard  Aldcn, 
J.  II.  Sparhawk. 

1811. 

Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
J.  H.  Sparhawk, 
Simeon  Field. 

1812. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
J.  II.  Sparhawk, 
Nathan  Strong,  Jr. 

1813. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Bestor, 
Eli  Todd, 
Nathan  Strong. 

1814. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
Timothy  Hall, 
Solomon  Everest, 
Simeon  Field, 
John  Bestor. 

1815. 
Solomon  Everest, 
Simeon  Field, 
John  Bestor, 
Eli  Todd, 
Sylvester  Wells. 

181(3. 
Solomon  Everest, 
.John  Bestor, 
Nathan  Strong,  Jr., 
Simeon  Field, 
Dwell  Morgan. 


1817. 
Solomon  Everest, 
John  Bestor, 
Nathan  Strong, 
Sam'l  B.  Woodward, 
James  E.  Hart. 

1818. 
John  Bestor, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
Sylvester  Wells, 
Eli  Todd, 
Solomon  Everest. 

1819. 
Mason  F.  Cogswell, 
John  A.  Hart, 
John  L.  Comstock, 
Norman  Lyman, 
Dwell  Morgan. 

1820. 
No  record  of  any 
mectin<;. 


1821. 
S.  Everest, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
J.  Bestor, 
E.  Todd, 
G.  Sumner. 

1822. 

Eli  Todd, 
Elijah  F.  Reed, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
George  Sumner, 
Win.  S.  Pierson. 

1823. 
M.  F.  Cogswell, 
J.  Bestor, 
Josiah   M.  Ward, 
William  Tully, 
Norman  Lyman. 

1824. 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
James  O.  Pond, 
E.  F.  Reed, 
Benj.  Ward,  Jr. 


1825. 
E.  Todd, 

Charles  Woodward, 
Julius  S.  Barnes, 
George  Sumner, 
S.  B.  Woodward. 

1826. 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
E.  F.  Reed, 
J.  O.  Pond, 
C.  Woodward, 
J.  L.  Comstock. 

1827. 
E.  Todd, 
S.  B.  Woodward, 
George  Sumner, 
W.  S.  Pierson, 
Caleb  H.  Austin. 

1828. 
E.  F.  Reed, 
Horatio  Gridley, 
(  Ir.iri.'/'  Sumner, 
Samuel  W.  Brown, 
Edward  P.  Terry. 

1829. 
George  Sumner, 
C.  Woodward, 
E.  F.  Reed, 
H.  Gridley, 
Ralph  Carter. 

1830. 
Samuel  Hart, 
Win.  James  Barry, 
Pardon  Biownell, 
Simeon  Birge, 
J.  S.  Barnes. 

1831. 
Win.  H.  Morgan, 
Richard  Ells, 
Jer'h  T.  Denison, 
Daniel  Fuller, 
R.  Carter. 

1832. 

John  J.  Abernethy, 
P.  Brownell, 
E.  D.  Hudson, 
Amariah  Brigham, 
E.  F.  Reed. 
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1833. 
W.  S.   Pierson, 
G.  Sumner, 
Hiram  Watson, 

D.  H.  Hubbard, 
H.  Gridley. 

1834. 
Milo  L.  North, 
J.  L.  Comstock, 
Asaph  L.  Bissell, 

E.  P.  Terry, 
Archibald  Welch. 

1835. 
J.  S.  Barnes, 
George  Sumner, 
P.  Biownell, 
Henry  Holmes, 
Guy  R.  Phelps. 

1836. 
D.  H.  Hubbard, 
M.  L.  North, 
W.  S.  Pierson, 
A.  Welch. 
Daniel  Fuller. 

1837. 
David  S.  Dodge, 
Sumner  Ives, 
R.  Carter, 
H.  Holmes, 
Earl  Loomis. 

1838. 
Daniel  Holt, 
G.  Sumner, 
Justus  B.  Vilcox, 
Horace  C.  Gillett, 
Jairus  Case. 


1839. 
H.  Gridley, 
A.  Brigham, 
Chauncey  Brown, 
Augustus  R.  Case, 
P.  Brownell. 

184CT 
George  0.  Sumner, 
D.  H.  Hubbard, 
Theodore  Sill, 
Edward  Rowland, 
Sam'l  B.  Beresford. 

1841. 
Eli  Hall, 
Geo.  W.  Sanford, 
Alfred  Kellogg, 

Bo' 

Simeon  Shurtleff, 
Joseph  F.  Jewett. 

1842. 
D.  S.  Dodge, 
Win.  C.  Williams. 
P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Geo.  B.  Hawley, 
Lucius  Woodruff. 

1843. 
G.  W.  Russell, 
D.  Holt, 
Silas  Fuller, 
W.  S.  Tierson, 
P.  Brownell. 

1844. 
T.  Sill, 

Benjamin  Rogers, 
J.  S.  Barnes, 
G.  Sumner, 
R.  Carter. 


1845. 
E.  K.  Hunt, 
John  S.  Butler, 
A.  W.  Barrows, 
Roswell  Hawley, 
Eli  Hall. 

1846. 
E.  W.  Carrington, 
Chester  Hamlin, 
G.  W.  Russell, 
Samuel  B.  Fuller, 

D.  S.  Dodge. 

1847. 
H.  Allen  Grant, 
William  Scott, 
Samuel  Hart, 
S.  B.  Beresford, 
Sidney  Rockwell, 

1848. 

E.  K,  Hunt, 
David  Crary, 
Josiah  C.  Banning, 
H.  C.  Gillett, 
John  F.  Wells. 

1849. 
E.  K.  Hunt, 
A.  L.  Spaulding, 
Eli  Hall, 
Thomas  Miner, 
Seth  L.  Child. 

1850. 
L.  Woodruff, 
Aretus  Rising, 
Sabin  Stocking, 
Myron  W.  Wilson, 
G.  B.  Hawley. 


NEW   HAVEN    COUNTY. 


1792. 
Leverett  Hubbard, 
jEneas  Munson, 
William  Gould, 
Jared  Potter, 
Elnathan  Beach. 


1793. 
Leverett  Hubbard, 
jEneas  Munson, 
Jared  Potter, 
William  Gould, 
John  Spaulding. 


1794. 

Leverett  Hubbard, 
jEneas  Monson, 
Levi  Ives, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Tho's  R.  Pyncheon. 
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1795. 

/Eneas  Monson, 
.Tared  Potter, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Elnathan  Beach, 
Wm.  Gould. 

1796. 

/Eneas  Munson, 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss, 
Nathaniel  Hubbard. 

1797. 
/Eneas  Munson, 
Jared  Potter, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss, 
John  Spalding. 

1798. 

./Eneas  Monson, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Lewis  Collins. 

1799. 
./Eneas  Monson, 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss, 
Lewis  Collins. 

1800. 
./Eneas  Monson, 
A.  Tomlinson, 
John  Spalding, 
Jared  Potter, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss. 

1801. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Spalding, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss, 
John  Barker, 
Jared  Potter. 

1802. 

Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Levi  Ives, 
John  Barker. 


1803. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Levi  Ives, 
Jonathan  Todd, 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot. 

1804. 
Jared  Potter, 
John  Spalding, 
Levi  Ives, 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Barker. 

1805. 
Abr,m  Tomlinson, 
Levi  Ives, 
Thomas  Goodscl, 
Joseph  Foot, 
John  Barker. 

1806. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Joseph  Foot, 

Thomas  Uoodsel, 
John  Barker, 
Eli  Ives. 

1807. 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Thomas  Goodsel, 
David  Marvin. 

1808. 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
David  Marvin. 

1809. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Barker, 
Eli  1  vi  58, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Thomas  Goodsel. 

1810. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
Bela  Farnham, 
Thomas  Goodsel. 


1811. 
Abr'm  Tomlinson, 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Obadiah  Hotchkiss. 

1812. 
John  Barker, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Elias  Shipman,   Jr., 
Pearl  Craft, 

1813. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Anson  Foot, 
Elias  Shipman. 

1814. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Anson  Foot, 
Bela  Farnham. 

1815. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
William  Tully, 
Anson  Foot. 

1816. 

Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Jonathan  Knight, 
Pearl  Craft, 
T.  P.  Beers. 

1817. 
Joseph  Foot, 
Eli  Ives, 

Jonathan  Knight, 
Bela  Farnham, 
Isaac  Goodsel. 

1818. 
Eli  Ives, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Pearl  Craft, 
Edward  Field. 
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1819. 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Timothy  P.  Beers, 
Pearl  Craft. 

1820. 
The  same  as  in  1819, 
the  Convention  be- 
ing this  year  an 
adjourned  Conven- 
tion. 

1821. 
Eli  Ives, 

Jonathan  Knight, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Edward  Field, 
Timothy  P.  Beers. 

1822. 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Timothy  P.  Beers, 
John  Titsworth, 
Virgil  M.  Dow. 

1823. 
Eli  Ives, 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Joseph  Foot, 
Timothy  P.  Beers, 
Isaac  Jennings. 

1824. 
Andrew  French, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Sam'l  Punderson, 
Joel  L.  Griffing, 
Timothy  P.  Beers. 

1825. 
Eli  Ives, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Lyman  Parker, 
John  Titsworth, 
Reynold  Webb. 

1826. 
Nathan  Smith, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Charles  Hooker, 
Jacob  Linsley. 


1827. 
Nathan  Smith, 
Wyllys  Woodruff, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Timothy  P.  Beers, 
Alfred  S.  Monson. 

1828. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Bela  Farnham, 
V.  M.  Dow, 
Sam'l  Punderson, 
Joel  Canfield. 

1829. 
Eli  Ives, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
Reynold  Webb, 
Charles  Hooker, 
Lyman  Parker. 

1830. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Solomon  Stoddard, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
V.  M.  Dow, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1831. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Tomlinson, 
Alfred  S.  Monson, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Timothy  P.  Beers. 

1832. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Reynold  Webb, 
V.  M.  Dow, 
Charles  Hooker. 

1833. 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Lyman  Parker, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1834. 
Reynold  Webb, 
A.  S.  Monson, 
Abiram  Stoddard, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Sheldon  Beardsley. 


1835. 
E.  H.  Bishop, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
Andrew  French, 
Arza  Andrews, 
Josiah  F.  Hunt. 

1836. 
V.  M.  Dow, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
H.  A.  Tomlinson, 
Lyman  Parker, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1837. 
Reynold  Webb, 
Henry  Bronson, 
Josiah  M.  Colburn, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
John  H.  Kain. 

1838. 
J.  F.  Hunt, 
C.  S.  Thomson, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Wyllys  Woodruff, 
V.  M.  Dow. 

1839. 
N.  B.  Ives, 
Lester  Keep, 
Lyman  Parker, 
Sam'l  Punderson, 
Reynold  Webb. 

1840. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Anson  Moody, 
E.  H.  Bishop, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1841. 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
N.  B.  Ives, 
Charles  Hooker, 
Henry  Bronson, 
Wyllys  Woodruff. 

1842. 
T.  P.  Beers, 
Lyman  Parker, 
J.  A.  Totten, 
C.  S.  Thomson, 
Alvan  Talcott. 
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1843. 

Nathan  B.  Ives, 
Reynold  Webb, 
M.  C,  Leavenworth, 
Sheldon  Beardsley, 
E.  H.  Bishop. 

1844. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Joel  Canfield, 
Levi  Ives, 
P.  A.  Jewett, 
Ambrose  Beardsley. 

1845. 
Jonathan  Knight, 
Elisha  Hutchinson, 
Charles  Hooker, 
L.  N.  Beardsley, 
D.  L.  Daggett. 

DO 


1846. 
Eli  Ives, 
W.  L.  Lay, 

Charles  Hooker, 

Anson  Moody, 

M.  C.  Leavenworth. 

1847. 
Eli  Ives, 
G.  O.  Sumner, 
C.  S.  Thomson, 
D.A.Tyler, 
Alvan  Tulcott. 

1848. 
G.  O.  Sumner, 
Alvan  Tulcott, 
Henry  Bronson, 

G.  L.  Piatt, 
W.  J.  Whiting. 


1849. 
Henrv  Bronson, 
G.  L.  Piatt, 
Revnold  Webb, 
N.'B.  Ives, 
B.  H.  Catlin. 

1850. 
Reynold  Webb, 
B.  H.  Catlin, 
E.  H,  Bishop, 
P.  A    Jewett, 
Joel  Canlicld. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 


1792. 

Theophilus  Rogers, 
Samuel  Mather, 
Thomas  Coit, 
Joshua  Downer, 
Phillip  Turner. 

1793. 

Theophilus  Rogers, 
Phillip  Turner, 
Simon  Woleott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Tracy, 

1794. 
Phillip  Turner, 
Simon  Woleott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Thomas  Skinner. 

1795. 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Phillip  Turner, 
Simon  Woleott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Tracy. 


1796. 
Phillip  Turner, 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Simon  Woleott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Tracy. 

1797. 
Phillip  Turner, 
Theophilus  Rogers, 
Simon  Woleott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Philemon  Tracy. 

1799. 
John  R.  Watrous. 
John  Turner, 
Simon  Woleott, 

Phillip  Turner, 
Samuel  Mather. 

1799. 
Thophilus  Rogers, 

Phillip  Turner, 
Simon  Woleott, 
Luther  Manning, 
John  R.  Watrous. 


1800. 
Simon  Woleott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
John  Noyes, 
Avery  Downer. 

1801. 
Simon  Woleott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
James  Lee. 

1802. 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
James  Lee, 
Philemon  Tracy. 

1*03. 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  Noyes, 
James  Lee, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
Avery  Downer. 
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1804. 
Samuel  Mather, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1805. 
Simon  Wolcott, 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1806. 
Simon  Wolcott, 
Avery  Downer, 
John  0.  Miner, 
Samuel  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1807. 
John  R.  Watrous, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr. 

1808. 
Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
Samuel  Mather, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee. 

1800. 
Samuel  Mather, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
John  O.  Miner. 

1810. 

Samuel  Mather, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
S.  H.  P.  Lee. 

1811. 
Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit,  Jr., 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Miner. 


1812. 

John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1813. 
Avery  Downer, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Thomas  Coit, 
Thomas  Miner, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 

1814. 
Avery  Downer, 
Elisha  North, 
John  O.  Miner, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
George  Tisdale. 

1815. 
Avery  Downer, 
Thomas  Coit, 
Elisha  North, 
John  O.  Miner, 
George  Tisdale. 

1816. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
Elisha  North, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
Vine  Utley. 

1817. 
Elisha  North, 
John  O.  Miner, 
George  Tisdale, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Sylvester  Wooster. 

1818. 
John  Smith, 
George  Downer, 
Sylvester  Wooster, 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
Benj.  S.  Stoddard. 

1819. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Elisha  North, 
S.  H.  P.  Lee, 
George  Downer, 
Sylvester  Wooster. 


1820. 

Nothing  is  on  record 
(in  the  possession 
of  the  clerk)  dur- 
ing this  year. 

1821. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Elisha  North, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton, 
Avery  Downer, 
Lucius  Tyler. 

1822. 
John  O.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
George  Tisdale, 
Frederick  Morgan, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 

1823. 
Archibald  Mercer, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Sylvester  Wooster, 
John  L.  Smith. 

1824. 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Thomas  T.  Wells, 
Richard  P.  Tracy, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton. 

1825. 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Wm.  P.  Eaton, 
Sylvester  Wooster, 
Archibald  Mercer. 

1826. 
Thomas  T.  Wells, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
John  C.  Tibbetts, 
Reuben  Burgess, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827. 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Thomas  T.  Wells, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 
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1828. 
Mason  F.  Manning, 
Joseph  Comstock, 
E.  B.  Downing, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 

1829. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
John  C.  Tibbits, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
John  O.  Miner, 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins. 

1830. 
Wm.  Robinson, 
George  E.  Palmer, 
Avery  Downer, 
Mason  Manning, 
Joseph  Peabody. 

1831. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
James  Morgan, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
George  E.  Palmer, 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins. 

1832. 
Avery  Downer, 
E.  B.  Downing, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Thomas  P.  Wattles, 
Mason  Manning. 

1833. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
George  E.  Palmer, 
R.  A.  Manwaring, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 

1834. 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
E.  B.  Downing, 
John  C.  Tibbetts, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Wm.  W.  Miner, 

1835. 
Wm.  Hyde, 
James  Morgan, 
Ephraim  Fellows, 

I  (yer  T.  Brainard, 

Win.  W.  Miner. 


1836. 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Joseph  Comstock, 
E.  B.  Downing, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1837. 
John  0.  Miner, 
Avery  Downer, 
James  Rogers, 
Wm.  Hyde, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1838. 
Ralph  Farnsworth, 
Win.  W.  .Miner, 
Joseph  Durfee, 
E.  B    Downing, 
Austin  F.  Perkins. 

1839. 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
H.  C.  Beardsley, 

Jonn  C.  Tibbetts, 
Jonathan  W.  Brooks. 

1840. 
Joseph  Comstock, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Nath'l  S. "Perkins, 
Joseph  Durfee, 
Avery  Downer. 

1841. 

Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
James  Morgan, 
William  Hyde, 
Joseph  Durfee, 
Benj.  F.  Stoddard. 

1842. 
Elijah  Dyer,  Jr., 
Louis  Phinney, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Ashbel  Woodward, 
Eleazer  B.  Downing. 

1^43. 
Avery  Downer, 
Ralph  Farnsworth, 
Thomas  P.  Wattles, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
David  Holmes. 


1844. 

Joseph  Durfee, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
Ashbel  Woodward, 
Elijah  Dyer,  Jr., 
William  Hyde. 

1845. 
Avery  Downer, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
Wm  W.   (.  Warren, 
Mason  Manning, 
Isaac  G.  Porter. 

1846. 

Avery  Downer, 
Chauocey  Burgess, 
John  P-  Fuller, 
Lucius  Tyler, 
Benjamin  T.  Roath, 

1847. 
Chauncey  Burgos?, 
Ashbel  Woodward, 
Rufus  W.  Mathewson, 
.Tulin  1 1.  Ford, 
Eleazer  B.  Downing. 

1848. 
Nath'l  S.  Perkins, 
B.  Fordyce  Barker, 
Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
George  E.  Palmer. 

1849. 
Ashbel  B.  Haile, 
Ashbel  Woodward, 
John  C.  Bolles, 
Avery  Downer, 
Joseph  Comstock. 

1850. 
Eleazer  B.  Downing, 
Wm.  Hyde,  Jr., 
Chauncey  Burgess, 
Dyer  T.  Brainard, 
Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


1792. 
James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
James  Clark, 
Amos  Mead. 

1793. 

James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
James  Clark, 
James  E.  Beach. 

1794. 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Eli  Perry, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Bennet  Perry, 
James  Clark. 

1795. 

James  Clark, 
James  Potter, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
James  E.  Beach, 
William  Shelton. 

1796. 
James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
William  Shelton, 
Eli  Perry. 

1797. 

James  Potter, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
James  E.  Beach, 
William  Shelton, 
Bennet  Perry. 

1798. 
James  Potter, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
William  Shelton, 
James  E.  Beach, 
Hosea  Hurlburt. 


1799. 
James  Potter, 
William  Shelton, 
Ezra  Curtis, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
James  E.  Beach. 

1800. 
James  Potter, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Gideon  Shepard, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Thaddeus  Betts. 

1801. 
James  Potter, 
Thadeus  Betts, 
William  Shelton, 
James  E.  Beach, 
Benjamin  Curtiss. 

1802. 
James  Potter, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
William  Shelton, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
James  E.  Beach. 

1803. 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Hosea  Hurlbut, 
William  Shelton, 
Samuel  Webb, 
Eli  Perry. 

1804. 
William  Shelton, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Thaddeus  Betts, 
Eli  Perry, 
Benjamin  Curtiss. 

1805. 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Bennet  Perry, 
Eli  Perry, 
William  Beard, 
Benjamin  Curtiss. 


1806. 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Bennet  Perry, 
William  Shelton, 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
William  Beard. 

1807. 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
William  Shelton, 
Hosea  Hurlburt, 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
William  Beard. 

1808. 
Bennet  Perry, 
Gideon  Shepherd, 
William  Shelton, 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
Gideon  Beardsley. 

1809. 
Eli  Perry, 
Gideon  Shepherd, 
Joseph  Trowbridge, 
Bennet  Perry, 
Gideon  Beardsley. 

1810. 
Bennet  Perry, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Gideon  Shepard. 

1811. 

William  Shelton, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Bennet  Perry. 

1812. 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Bennet  Perry. 
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1813. 

Bonnet  Perry, 
Eenj.  Curtiss,  2d, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Ansel  Hoyt. 

1814. 

Gideon  Shepherd, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Benj.  Curtiss,  Jr., 
Alfred  H.  Belts. 

1815. 
Benjamin  Curtiss, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Alfred  H.  Bctts. 

1810. 
William  Shelton, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
Daniel  Comstock, 
Isaac  Jennings. 

1817. 
William  Shelton, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale. 

1818. 
Bennet  Perry, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Ansel  Hoyt, 
Isaac  Jennings. 

1819. 
Gideon  Sheperd, 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Noah  A.  Lacy, 
Isaac  Jennings, 
R.  B.  Bottsford. 

1820. 
An  adjourned  Con- 
vention. 


1821. 
Gideon  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
John  Tomlinson, 
John  Judson, 
Elijah  Middlebrook. 

1822. 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Cyreneus  Booth, 
J.  C.  Hardyear, 
G.  Beardsley. 

1823. 
G.  Beardsley, 
Nathan  Tisdale, 
Cyreneus   II.  Booth, 
Llovd  Seely, 

E.  Middlebrook. 

1824. 
E.  Middlebrook, 

Nathan  Tisdale, 
Horace  Ames, 
Cyreneus  H.  Booth, 
Rufus  Blakeman. 

1825. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Samuel  Simons, 
Wra.  R.  Shelton, 
Cyreneus  H.  Booth, 
John  Tomlinson. 

182G. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
John  Judson, 
Samuel  Simons, 
Daniel  Upford, 
Orrin  J.  Taylor. 

1827. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
John  Goulding, 
Samuel  Simons, 
William  T.  Shelton, 
Daniel  Upford, 

1828. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Samuel  Simons, 
Daniel  Upford, 
John  A.  McLean, 
William  T.  Shelton. 


1829. 

Samuel  Simons, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
Lloyd  Seeley, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
T.  D.  Shepard. 

1830. 
John  Judson, 
Samuel  Simons. 
Daniel  Upford, 
John  Goulding, 
Rufus  Blakeman. 

1831. 

S.  Middlebrook, 
T.  D.  Shepard, 
E.  Middlebrook, 
M.  N.  Shelton, 
John  Tomlinson. 

1832. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
Lloyd  Seeley, 
John  Tomlinson. 

1888. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Geo    Blackman, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
James  Baldwin, 
Lloyd  Seeley. 

1834. 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
James  Baldwin, 
Justus  Sherwood. 

1835. 
Wm.  T.  Shelton, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
Lloyd  Seeley, 
Rutus  Blakeman, 
Ambrose  Beardsley. 

1836. 
Ezra  P.  Bennett, 
Samuel  Beach, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
George  Dyer. 
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1837. 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Ezra  P.  Bennett, 
E.  B.  Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
John  Judson. 

1838. 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Chauncey  Ayres, 
Justus  Sherwood, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Daniel  H.  Nash. 

1839. 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Emery  Bissell, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Uriah  Turner. 

1840. 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
Ezra  P.  Bennett, 
Samuel  Beach, 
J.  T.  Denison. 

1841. 
H.  N.  Bennett, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
Samuel  S.  Noyes, 
R.  B.  Botsford. 


1842. 
Samuel  Simons, 
J.  T.  Denison, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
E.  B.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Blackman. 


1847. 
Sturges  Bulkley, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
H.  N.  Bennett, 
S.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Dyer. 


1843.  1848. 

Samuel  Beach,  Rufus  Blakeman, 

George  Dyer,  Sturges  Bulkley, 

S.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck,  Samuel  Beach, 
Sturges  Bulkley,  H.  N.  Bennett, 

Edwin  A.  Lacy.  E.  Middlebrook. 


1844. 
E.   Middlebrook, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
A.  L.  Williams, 
E.  B.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Blackman. 

1845. 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Samuel  Beach, 
C.  Ayres, 
Samuel  S.  Noyes, 
Geo.  Blackman. 

1846. 
Samuel  Simons, 
Rufus  Blakeman, 
Samuel  Beach, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
Lloyd  Seeley. 


1849. 

Rufus  Blakeman, 
Samuel  Beach, 
H.  N.  Bennett, 
E.  Middlebrook, 
Geo.  Blackman. 

1850. 
T.  J.  Judson, 
Samuel  Beach, 
Geo.  Blackman, 
E.  Middlebrook. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 


1792. 
Seth  Bird, 
Samuel  Orton, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Seth  Hastings, 
Samuel  Rockwell. 

1793. 
Seth  Bird, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Seth  Hastings, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Samuel  Orton. 


1794. 

Seth  Bird, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington. 

1795. 
Seth  Bird, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  W'oodward, 
Samuel  Rockwell, 
Nathaniel  Perry. 


1796. 
Samuel  Orton, 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Rockwell, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Caleb  Austin. 

1797. 
Daniel  Sheldon, 
Samuel  Rockwell, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Phineas  Meigs, 
Aaron  Coleman. 
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1798. 
Samuel  Orton, 
Daniel   Sheldon, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Caleb  Austin. 

1799. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 

Abel  Catlin, 
Anthony  Burritt. 

1800. 
Samuel  Orton, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Anthony  Burritt. 

1801. 

Samuel  Woodward, 
Anthony  Burritt, 
Jesse  Carrington, 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Benjamin  Welch. 

1802. 

Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 

Jesse  Carrington, 

Benjamin    Welch, 
Gideon  Woodrull'. 

1803. 

Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Benjamin  Welch, 

Gideon  Woodrull", 
Elijah  Lyman. 

1804. 

Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Benjamin   Welch, 
Timothy  Clark, 
Elijah  Lyman. 

1805. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 

Nathaniel  Perry, 

Bi  njamin  Welch, 
Gideou  Woodrull'. 


1806. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Gideon  Woodruff, 
Benjamin  Welch. 
Frederick  Plumb. 

1807. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Benjamin    Welch, 
Warren  R.   Fowler. 

1808. 
Samuel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  It.  Fowler, 
Benjamin  Welch. 

1809. 

Jesse  Carrington, 
Benjamin    Welch, 

Warren  It.  Fowler, 
Elijah  Lyman, 

Samuel  Buel. 

1810. 
Jesse  Carrington, 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Warren  R.   Fo«  ler, 

Benjamin  Welch, 
.Samuel  Buel. 

1811. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
. lesse  Carrington, 
Timothy  Clark, 
Elijah  Lyman, 

Samuel  Buel. 

1812. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 

Timothy  Clark, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Warren  R.  Fow  ler. 

1813. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Samuel  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 


1814. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1815. 

Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
Warren  II.  Fowler, 
Elijah  Lyman, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1816. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 

Warren  It.  Fowler, 
Elijah  L\  man, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1-17. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  *  lairing!  m, 

Warren  It.  l'<>» ler, 
William  Buel, 
Jehiel  Williams. 

1818. 

William   1!  Di-1 , 

W  arret)  R,.  Fowler, 

Benjamin   Welch, 
John  Calhoun, 
Joshua  Cornwall. 

1819. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
William  Bui  I, 

Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Conant  Catlin. 

1820. 
Nathaniel  Perry, 
Jesse  Carrington, 
William  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Conant  Catlin. 

1821. 

Samuel  Rockwell, 
William  Buel, 
John  Calhoun, 
Erastus  L.  Hart, 
Warren  R.  Fowler. 


42 


1822. 
Samuel  Rockwell, 
William  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Roswell  Abernethy, 
Conant  Catlin, 

1823. 
William  Buel, 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
Roswell  Abernethy, 
Conant  Catlin, 
Horatio  Gridley. 

1824. 
Samuel  Buel, 
Gaylord  Wells, 
Samuel  W.  Gould, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Horatio  Gridley. 

1825. 
Warren  R.  Fowler, 
William  Buel, 
Roswell  Abernethy, 
Conant  Catlin, 
Luther  Ticknor. 

1826. 
Samuel  Buel, 
Conant  Catlin, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
Samuel  W.  Gold, 
John  L.  West. 

1827. 
Jehiel  Williams, 
Gaylord  Wells, 
Lyman  Catlin, 
Samuel  R.  Childs, 
Luther  Ticknor. 


1830. 
Conant  Catlin, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Moses  A.  Lee, 
Norman  Bull, 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr. 

1831. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
Geo.  0.  Jarvis, 
Manly  Peters, 
Norman  Lyman, 
I.  T.  Hollister. 

1832. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
Lyman  Catlin, 
Ralph  Deming, 
Joel  G.  Candee, 
J.  G.  Beckwith. 

1833. 
Samuel  Buel, 
G.  H.  Minor, 
Theodore  C.  Hand, 
Caleb  Ticknor, 
Samuel  W.  Gold. 

1834. 

Norman  Lyman, 
Benj.  Welch, 
Lyman  Catlin, 
Gaylord  Wells, 
R.  M.  Fowler. 

1835. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
Burritt  B.  North, 
Manly  Peters, 
Charles  Vail. 


1828.  1836. 

William  Buel,  Luther  Ticknor, 

Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  E.  D.  Hudson, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch,  Lyman  Catlin, 
Joel  G.  Candee,  R.  M.  Fowler, 

Conant  Catlin.  Samuel  Buel. 


1829. 
R.  C.  Abernethy, 
Samuel  W.  Gold, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Jairus  Case, 
R.  M.  Fowler. 


1837. 
Norman  Lyman, 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
Luther  Ticknor, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
G.  H.  St.  John. 


1838. 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr., 
S.  W.  Gold, 
Myron  Downs, 
C.  H.  Webb, 
E.  D.  Hudson. 

1839. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
W.  J.  Barry, 
Norman  Lyman, 
A.  M.  Huxley, 
J.  G.  Beckwith. 

1840. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
Manley  Peters, 
Rurritt  B.  North, 
Myron  Downs, 
G.  H.  St.  John. 

1841. 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
R.  L.  Woodruff, 
S.  W.  Gold, 
Wells  Beardsley, 
A.  M.  Huxley. 

1842. 

R.  M.  Fowler, 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr., 
Samuel  Buel, 
John  S.  Wolcott, 
Charles  Vail. 

1843. 
R.  M.  Woodruff, 
Myron  Downs, 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr.. 
S.  W.  Gold, 
H.  Baldwin. 

1844. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
Geo.  Seymour, 
Norman  Lvman, 
John  A.  Gillette, 
T.  T.  Seeley. 

1845. 
R.  M.  Fowler, 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
W.  B.  DeForest, 
E.  B.  Lyman. 
Albert  A.  Wright. 
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1846. 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 
S.  VV.  Gold, 
R.  M.  Woodruff, 
Myron  Downs, 
Manly  Peters. 

1447. 
Benj.  Welch,  Jr., 
Loomis  North, 
Sidney  II.  Lyman, 
D.  E.  Bostwick, 
A.  M.  Huxley. 


1849. 
Norman  Lyman, 
Wm.  W.  Welch, 

A.  A.  Wright, 
Johnson  C.  Hatch, 

B.  B.  North. 

1849. 
J.  G.  Beckwith, 
P.  Beardsley, 

R.  M.  Fowler, 
Myron  Downs, 
E.  P.  Lyman. 


1850. 
Manly  Peters, 
Ralph  Deming, 
James  Welch, 
G.  H.  St.  John, 
J.  E.  Smith. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


1792. 

John  Clark, 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Elisha  Lord, 
A.  Waldo, 
Isaac  Knight. 

1793. 
John  Clark, 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Elisha  Lord, 
A.  Waldo, 
Allan  Campbell. 

1794. 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Elisha  Lord, 
John  Clark, 
Joseph  Baker, 
Jonathan  Wall. 

1795. 

Elisha  Lord, 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Joseph  Baker, 
John   Brewster, 
Jonathan  Hall. 

1796. 
Elisha  Lord, 
John  Brewster, 
Joseph  Baker, 
Joseph   Palmer, 
Leonard  Bacon. 


1797. 
John  Brewster, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Thaddeus  Clark, 
Penuel  Hutchins. 

1798. 
John  Brewster, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
ThaddeuB  Clark. 

1799. 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Thaddeus  Clark, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Penuel   Hutchins. 

1800. 
Penuel   Hutchins, 
Leonard  Bacon, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Siah  Fuller. 

1801. 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Leonard  Bacon. 


1802. 
Penuel  Hutchins, 

|{i  il»  n  ( !ros\  ner, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thaddeus  Clark. 

180:i. 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thaddeus  Clark, 
Siah  Fuller. 

*1906. 
Thomas  Morse, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr. 

1807. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Thomas  JVIorse, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Darius  Hutchins. 

1908. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Morse. 


'The  records  lor  1S04  and  1S05  are  warning. 


44 


1809. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Thomas  Morse, 
Robert  Grosvener, 
Andrew  Harris. 

1810. 
Darius  Hutching, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Erastus  Robinson, 
Daniel  Lyman. 

1811. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Andrew  Harris. 

1812. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Daniel  Lyman. 

1813. 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Siah  Fuller, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 

1814. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Rufus  Johnson, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr. 

1815., 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Andrew  Harris, 
Rufus  Johnson. 

1816. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Rufus  Johnson, 


1817. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Charles  Moulton, 
Andrew  Harris. 

1818. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Andrew  Harris, 
Silas  Fuller, 
Penuel  Hutchins. 

1819. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Penuel  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
William  A.  Brewster. 

1820. 
No  record. 


1821. 
Josiah  Fuller, 
Andrew  Harris, 
Earl  Swift, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Elijah  Baldwin. 

1822. 
Thomas  Hubbard, 
Luther  Manning, 
Charles  Moulton, 
Earl  Swift, 
Archibald  Welch. 

1823. 
Josiah  Fuller, 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Waldo  Hutchins, 
Luther  Manning, 
Chester  Hunt. 

1824. 
Josiah  Fuller, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Jr., 
Earl  Swift, 
Silas  Fuller, 


William  A.  Brewster.  Harvey  Campbell. 


1825. 
Andrew  Harris, 
Waldo  Hutchins, 
Chester  Hunt, 
William  Webb, 
Elijah  Baldwin. 

1826. 
Andrew  Harris, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Earl  Swift, 
Archibald  Welch, 
Luther  Manning, 

1827. 
Josiah  Fuller, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Harvey  Campbell, 
Asa  Witter, 
William  A.  Brewster. 

1828. 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Darius  Hutchins, 
Hiram  Holt, 
William  H.  Cogswell, 
Morey  Burgess. 

1829. 
Andrew  Harris, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Orin  Witter, 
William  Hutchins, 
Patrick  Carpenter. 

1830. 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Thomas  Huntington, 
William  A.  Brewster. 
William  Webb. 

1831. 
Hiram  Holt, 
Andrew  Harris, 
John  G.  Pierce, 
Isaac  Clark, 
Samuel  Bowen. 

1832. 
Luther  Manning, 
Chester  Hunt, 
Morey  Burgess, 
Patrick  Carpenter, 
James  B.  Whitcomb- 
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1833. 

William  A.  Brewster, 
Harvey  Campbell, 
William  Grosvener, 
William  Hutehins, 
Charles  T.  Morse. 

1834. 

Andrew  Harris, 
David  E.  Hall, 
Wm.  H.  Campbell, 
Darius  Hutehins, 
William  Witter. 

1835. 
Hiram  Holt, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
Justin  Hammond, 
Virgil  M.  Palmer, 
Morey  Burgess. 

1836. 

Elijah  Baldwin, 
Isaac  Clark, 
Samuel  Bowcn, 
John  G.  Pierce, 
William  Grosvcnor. 

1837. 

Andrew  Harris, 
Daniel  A    Hovey, 
William  Witter, 
John  II.  Simmons, 
Orrin  Witter. 

1838. 
Elijah  Baldwin, 
Harvey  Campbell, 
Chester  Hunt, 
Wm.  A.  Brewster, 
Benj.  B.  Spalding. 


1839. 
Hiram  Holt, 
William  H.  Cogswell, 
Darius  Hutehins, 
Justin   Hammond, 
Lorenzo  Marcy. 

1840. 
William  Hutehins, 
William  Witter, 
Calvin  B.  Bromley, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
John  II.  Simmons. 

1841. 
Asa  Witter, 
William  Hutehins, 
William  Witter, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
William  Webb. 

1842. 

William  II.  Cogswell, 
William  Witter, 
Cheater  Hunt, 
Asa  Witter, 
Harvey  Campbell. 

1843. 
Joseph  Palmer, 
I [enry  II.  Hough, 
James  B.  Whitcomb, 
Calvin  B.  Bromley, 
Nathan  Adams. 

1844. 

Morey  Burgess, 
Dyer  Hughs, 
Lorenzo  Marcy, 
Orrin  Witter, 
Cyrus  Hutehins. 


1845. 

William  Witter, 
Justin   Harrlmond, 
Milton  Bradford, 
Nathan  S.  Pike, 
Chester  Hunt. 

1846. 
Harvey  Campbell, 
William  H.  Cogswell, 
Eleazer  Litchfield, 
Fenner  H.  Peekham, 
Lewis  Williams. 

1847. 
William  Witter, 
Daniel  A.  Hovey, 
David  E.  Hall," 
I li ram  Holt, 
Lorenzo  Marcy. 

1848. 
Hiram  Holt, 
Joseph   Palmer, 
Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr., 
William  H.  Cogswell, 
James  B.   Whitcomb. 

H49. 
Orrin  Witter, 
Asa  Witter, 
Charles  H.  Fuller, 
Fenner  H.  Peekham, 
DeWitt  C.  Lathrop. 

18.")(>. 
Daniel  A.  Hovey, 
Samuel  Bowcn, 
Nathan  S.  Pike, 
William  Witter, 
David  E.  Hall. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


1792. 

Thomas  Moseley, 
John  Ely, 
John  Osborn. 

1793. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
John  Osborn, 
Elishu  Phelps. 


1794. 
John  Osborn, 
Thomas  Moseley, 
Ebcnezer  Tracy. 

1795. 

Thomas  Moscly, 
John  Osborn, 
John  Ely. 


1796. 

Thomas  Moseley, 
John  Osborn, 
Richard  Ely. 

1797. 
Thomas  Mosely, 
John  Osborn, 
William  B.  Hall, 
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1798. 

Thomas  Mosely, 
Ebenezer  Tracy, 
William  B.  Hall. 

1810. 

Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Smith  Clark, 
Samuel  Carter. 

1799. 

No  record. 

1811. 

Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Christopher  Holmes, 
John  Richmond. 

1800. 
No  record. 

1812. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
John  Richmond. 

1801. 
Thomas  Moseley. 
William  B.  Hall, 
Richard  Ely. 

1813. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
John  Richmond. 

1802. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
William  B.  Hall, 
Richard  Ely. 

1814. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
John  Richmond. 

1803. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
William  B.  Hall, 
Elisha  Mather. 

1815. 
Richard  Ely.  Jr., 
Samuel  Carter, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1804. 

Thomas  Moseley, 
William  B.  Hall, 
Smith  Clark. 

1816. 
AVilliam  Tully, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1805. 
Thomas  Moseley, 
Richard  Ely, 
William  B.  Hall. 

1817. 
William  Tully, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1806. 
William  B.  Hall, 
Smith  Clark, 
Levi  Ward. 

1818. 
William  Tully, 
Jesse  Bigelow, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1807. 
Richard  Ely,  Jr., 
Smith  Clark, 
John  Richmond. 

1819- 

Austin  Alcott, 
Gideon  A.  Dickinson 
Thomas  Miner. 

1808. 
No  record. 

1820. 
No  record. 

1809. 
No  record. 

1821. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
William  Tully. 

1822. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Andrew  F.  Warner. 

1823. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Andrew  F.  Warner. 

1824. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Rufus  Turner, 
Andrew  F.  Warner. 

1825. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

1826. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Rufus  Turner, 
Richard  Warner. 

1827. 
Samuel  Carter, 
Edward  S.  Cone, 
Dan  Platts. 

1828. 
Samuel  Carter, 
Henry  Woodward, 
Rufus  Turner. 

1829. 
Samuel  Carter, 
Henry  Woodward, 
Thomas  Miner. 

1830. 
Samuel  Carter, 
Richard  Warner, 
Charles  Smith. 

1831. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Ira  Hutchinson, 
Benj.  H.  Catlin. 

1832. 
Asa  H.  King, 
Samuel  Carter, 
David  Harrison. 

1833. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Asa  M.  Holt, 
Caleb  H.  Austin. 
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1834. 
Richard  Warner, 
S.  B.  Willey, 
Samuel  Carter. 

1835. 
Geo.  H.  Abernethy, 
Ira  Hutchinson, 
Charles  Smith. 

1836. 

Joseph  Barratt, 
Asa  II.  King, 
B.  H.  Catlin. 

1887. 

Charles  Woodward, 
Thomas  Miner,  2d., 
A.  M.  Holt. 

1838. 
Thomas  Miner, 
Asa  L.  Spalding, 
F.  W.  Shepord. 

1889. 

Thomas  Miner, 
Ira  F I utclii nsi .ii, 
Richard  Warner. 


1840. 

Rufus  Turner, 
G.  H.  Abernethy, 
B.  H.  Catlin. 

1841. 

Thomas  Miner  2d, 
Seth  L.  Child, 
Elisha  B.  Nye. 

1842. 
Charles  Woodward, 
Ira  Hutchinson, 
Rufus  Turner. 

1848. 
William  B.  Casey, 
A .  II.  King, 

Datus  Williams. 

1841. 
Geo.  O.  Jarvia, 
F.  W.  Shepard, 

Horace  Burr. 

1845. 

Ira  Hutchinson, 
A.  M.  Holt, 

Richard  Warner. 


1846. 
Hamilton  Brewer, 
Rufus  Baker, 
Ambrose  Pratt. 

1847. 

Elisha  B.  Nye, 

A.  H.  Kinfr, 

Wm.  H.  Tremaine. 

1848. 
Wm.  B.  Case}  , 

(i.  ('.  II.  Cilbcrt, 
F.  W.  Shepard. 

1849. 
Franklin  Woodruff, 

B.  I'.  Fowler, 
Ira  Hutchinson. 

l-">0. 
Richard  Warner, 

Datus  Williams, 
Rufus  Baker. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


1792. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  West, 
Joseph   Parker. 

1798. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  West, 
Miner  Grant. 

1794. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
1,'\\  is  Collins, 
William  Grosvenor. 

1793. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Joseph  Parker, 
Lewis  Collins. 

1796. 
IchabiMl  Warner, 
Jeremiah  W  i  ^t, 
Lewis  Collins. 


1797. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
William  ( irosvenor, 

Simeon  Field. 

1798. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  Wi  at, 
Joseph  Parker. 

1799. 
Ichabod  Warner, 
Jeremiah  West, 

Simeon  Field. 

[800. 
Jeremiah  West, 
Nathan  Howard, 
Ruggles  Carpenter. 

1801. 
Jeremiah  West, 
Rugglea  Carpenter, 

Nullum  Howard. 


1802. 

Samuel  Willard, 
Rugglea  Carpenter, 

Nathan  Howard. 

1803. 
Nathan  Howard, 

Ruggles  Carpenter, 
Samuel  Willard. 

1804. 

Jeremiah  West, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
John  S.  Peters. 

1805. 
Jeremiah  West, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
John  S.  Peters. 

1806. 
John  S.   Peters, 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
Nathan  Howard. 
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1807. 
Ebenezer  Hunt, 
John  S.  Peters, 
Ruggles  Carpenter. 

1808. 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
John  S.  Peters, 
Eleazer  McKray. 

1809. 
Ruggles  Carpenter, 
John  S.  Peters, 
Nathan  Howard. 

1810. 
Samuel  Willard, 
John  S.  Peters, 
Eleazer  McKray. 

1811. 

Nathan  Howard, 
John  S.   Peters, 
Daniel  Peck. 

1812. 
John  S.  Peters, 
Daniel  Peck, 
Rodolphus  Ladd. 

1813. 
Samuel  Willard, 
John  S.  Peters, 
Judah  Bliss. 

1814. 
Nathan  Howard, 
Rodolphus  Ladd, 
Silas  Fuller. 

1815. 
Nathan  Howard, 
John  S.  Peters, 
Daniel  Peck. 

1816. 
John  S.  Peters, 
Daniel  Peck, 
Eleazer  Hunt. 

1817. 
Nathan  Howard, 
John  S.  Peters, 
Daniel  Peck. 

1818. 
John  S.  Peters, 
Daniel  Peck, 
John  Grant. 


1819. 
John  S.  Peters, 
John  Grant, 
Samuel  Simons. 

1820. 
No  record. 


1821. 

John  S.  Peters, 
Eleazer  Hunt, 
Jabez  L.  White. 

1822. 
John  S.  Peters, 
Nathan  Howard, 
Eleazer  Hunt. 

1823. 
Nathan  Howard, 
John  Grant, 
Horatio  Dow. 

1824. 
John  S.  Peters, 
Eleazer  Hunt, 
Joseph  Sibley. 

1825. 
Allen  Hyde, 
Orrin  Hunt, 
Abijah  Ladd. 

1826. 
Eleazer  Hunt, 
Orrin  Hunt, 
Alden  Skinner. 

1827. 
Jabez  L.  White, 
Ahijah  Ladd, 
Chauncey  Burgess. 

1828. 
Silas  Fuller, 
Horatio  Dow, 
Archibald  Welch. 

1829. 
Silas  Fuller, 
Earl  Swift, 
Oliver  K.  Isham. 

1830. 
Eleazer  Hunt, 
Orson  Wood, 
Timothy  Dimock. 


1831. 
Earl  Swift, 
Jabez  L.  White, 
Warren  A.  Fuller. 

1832. 
Eleazer  Hunt, 
Alden  Skinner, 
Archibald  Welch. 

1833. 
Silas  Fuller, 
Earl  Swift, 
Oliver  K.  Isham. 

1834. 
Ahijah  Ladd, 
Horatio  Dow, 
Warren  A.  Fuller. 

1835. 
Joseph  C.  Dow, 
Earl  Swift, 
Alvan  Talcott. 

1836. 
Jabez  L.  White, 
Horatio  Dow, 
Alden  Skinner. 

1837. 
Archibald  Welch, 
Wm.  H.  Richardson, 
Oliver  K.  Isham. 

1838. 
Earl  Swift, 
Joshua  C.  Blodget, 
Alden  Skinner. 

]  839. 
Orrin  C.  White, 
Eleazer  Hunt, 
Ahijah  Ladd. 

1840. 
Horatio  Dow, 
Wm.  H.  Richardson, 
Joseph  C.  Dow. 

1841. 
Timothy  Dimock, 
Jabez  L.  White, 
Ahijah  Ladd. 

1842. 
Orson  Wood, 
Horatio  Dow, 
Oliver  K.  Isham, 
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1843.  1846. 

Wm.  H.  Richardson,  Ahijah  Ladd, 
Ebenezer  Lindsey,       Norrnan  Brigham, 
Wm.  N.  Clark.  Charles  T.  Sumner. 


1844. 

O'iver  K.  Isham, 
Eiri  Swift, 
Horatio  Dow. 

1845. 
F.  L.  Dickinson, 
Alden  Skinner, 
Orrin  C.  White. 


1847. 
John  H.  Manning, 
Win.  N.  Clark, 
Alden  Skinner. 

1848. 
F.  L.  Dickinson, 
Gilbert  H.  Preston, 
Alden  Skinner. 


1849. 

Adonijah  White, 

Orson  Wood, 

Elijah  A.  Woodward. 

1850. 
Orrin  C.  White, 
Benj.  M.  Comings, 
Timothy  Dimock. 


SUMMARY  OF  OFFICERS  AND  FELLOWS,  LIVING  AND  DEAD. 


Living. 

Dead. 

Total. 

Presidents. 

- 

4 

12 

10 

Vice  Presidents, 

- 

. 

8 

14 

22 

Secretaries, 

- 

- 

9 

9 

18 

Treasurers, 

- 

■ 

4 

9 

13 

Committees. 

Examination, 

. 

- 

25 

14 

39 

Nomination  of  Professors,     ■ 

31 

17 

48 

Retreat  for  the  Insane, 

- 

25 

8 

33 

Fellows. 

: 

Living.  Removed  &  Living.  Dead. 

Uncertain. 

Total. 

Hartford     County 

i 

- 

— 

- 

— 

N.  Haven       " 

41 

5 

25 

2 

73 

N.  London      " 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Fairfield 

28 

7 

28 

- 

63 

Litchfield       " 

32 

12 

31 

- 

75 

Windham       " 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Middlesex       " 

20 

12 

20 

2 

54 

Tolland          " 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 
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Committee  of  Examination  first  appointed  in  1813. 

1835  Earl  Swift,  1843 

1836  Milo  L.  North,  1837 

1837  "Thomas  Miner,  1841 
David  S.  Dodge,  1838 

1838  Milo  L.  North,  1839 

1839  Jermiah  T.  Denison,  1843 

1841  Archibald  Welch,  1846 

1842  Charles  Woodward,  1S45 

1843  *Silas  Fuller,  1846 
R.  M.  Fowler,  1844 
Wm.  H.  Cogswell,  1847 

1S44  Rufus  Blakeman,  1847 

1845  Josiah  G.  Beckwith,  1848 

1846  George  Sumner,  1848 
Richard  Warner,  1847 

1847  H.A.  Grant,  1S49 
Earl  Swift,  1849 
William  Witter,  1850 

1848  Richard  Warner,  1850 
Alvan  Talcott. 

1849  Hiram  Holt. 
Orson  Wood. 

1850  P.  A.  Jewett. 
Benj.  Welch. 


1813 

*Timothy  Hall, 

1814 

*Joseph  Foote, 

1818 

*Siah  Fuller, 

1814 

1814 

Thomas  Hubbard, 

1822 

*Nathan  Strong,  Jr., 

1818 

1816 

Thomas  Miner, 

1824 

1818 

*  Warren  R.  Fowler, 

1827 

1822 

•Eli  Todd, 

1824 

1824 

William  Buel, 

1827 

1825 

•Sam'l  B.  Woodward 

,1826 

1826 

•Silas  Fuller, 

1837 

1827 

Thomas  Miner, 

1828 

Elijah  Middlebrook, 

1828 

1828 

John  O.  Miner, 

1829 

*Conant  Catlin, 

1829 

1829 

Thomas  Miner, 

1830 

•Sam'l  B.  Woodward 

,1833 

1830 

•Conant  Catlin, 

1831 

*  Andrew  Harris, 

1833 

1831 

•Luther  Ticknor 

1843 

1832 

Archibald  Mercer, 

1834 

1833 

•Thomas  Miner, 

1834 

Wm.  S.  Pierson, 

1835 

1834 

Dyer  T.  Brainard, 

1842 

•Joseph  Palmer, 

1836 

Committee  to  nominate  Superintendent  of  Retreat  for 
Insane,  first  appointed  at  the  Convention,  1823. 


1823  Thomas  Hubbard,  1829 
•Thomas  Miner,  1827 
William  Buel,  1824 
•Josiah  Fuller,  1825 
William  Tully,  1824 

1824  Eli  Ives,  1847 
•Silas  Fuller,  1825 

1825  William  Buel,  1838 
John  S.  Peters,  1838 

1827  *Josiah  Fuller,  1829 

1829  George  Sumner,  1831 

1831  Samuel  Carter,  1835 

1835  Thomas  Miner,  1838 

1838  George  Sumner,  1842 
Eleazer  B.  Downing,  1845 
Samuel  W.  Gold,  1842 

1839  *Amariah  Brigham,  1840 

1840  Richard  Warner,  1846 
1842  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  1843 


Wm.  H.  Cogswell, 

1843  Samuel  Buel, 
•Jabez  L.  White, 

1844  Norman  Lyman, 

1845  J.  G.  Porter, 

1845  Samuel  Beach, 
William  Witter, 

1846  Johnson  C.  Hatch, 

1847  David  S.  Dodge, 
*R.  M.  Woodruff, 
Sturges  Bulkley, 

1848  Hiram  Holt, 
Worthington  Hooker. 

1849  Ashbel  Woodward. 
Orrin  Witter. 
Thomas  Miner, 

1850  William  Witter, 
Rufus  Blakeman. 


the 


1843 
1844 
1845 
1845 
1847 
1848 
1847 
1849 
1S48 
1849 
1850 
1849 


1850 
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Committee  for  the  nomination  of  Professors  in  Yale  College, 
first  appointed  in  1811. 

1811  "John  R.  Watrous,  1812  *Joseph  Foot. 

*Mason  F.  Cogswell,  "Obadiah  Hotchkiss. 

Eli  Ives,  1811 


Standing  Commitee  for  the   nomination  of  Professors, 
appointed  in  1816. 


1816  *Mason  F.  Cogswell,  1S25 
"Thomas  Hubbard,  1827 
♦Nathan  Strong,  Jr.,  1817 

1817  William  Tully,  1821 

1818  Thomas  Miner,  1821 
1821  *Eli  Todd,  1824 

1824  "Elijah  P.  Reed,  1825 

1825  "Thomas  Miner,  ]s-J? 
"Sam'l  B.  Woodward,  1827 

1827  Jchiel  Williams,  182!) 
"Isaac  Jennings,  1S2!( 
"Joseph  Palmer,  1828 

1828  Elijah  Middlehrook,  1829 

1829  "Eli  Todd,  1834 
"Andrew  Harris,  1880 
Thomas  Miner,  1832 

1830  "Luther  Tieknor,  1831 

1831  George  Sumner,  1832 

1832  "Joseph  Palmer,  1884 
"Henry  Woodward,  ls:j;i 

1833  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  1894 
George  Sumner,  lS3(i 
"Silas  Fuller,  1S34 

1834  Rufus  Blakeman,  1S3G 
Milo  L.  North,  1S36 
"Andrew  Harris,  1840 
Gaylord  Wells,  1S35 

1835  "Eiisha  North,  1836 


1836  "Joseph  Palmer, 

William  S.  Pierson, 
Sturgea  Bulkley, 
Isaac  Goodsell, 
1889  Josiah  G.  Beckwith, 
is lo  Rufus  Turner, 

1842  "Silas  Fuller, 
William  Witter, 
Orson  Wood, 
Norman  L)  man, 

1843  William  S."  Pierson, 
Reynold  Webb, 
Worthington  Hooker, 
James  B.  Whitcomb, 

Elijah   Middlehrook, 

1844  Aahbel  Woodward 
Henry  C.  Beardsley, 

1S45  R.  M.  Fouler, 
IS  lo  E.  K.  Hunt, 

1846  George  Blackman, 

1847  N.  B.  Ives, 
George  B.  Hawley, 

1848  Wm.  H.  Cogswell, 
Alden  Skinner. 

1S49  Elijah  Middlebrook, 
Norman  Lyman. 

1850  Johnson  C.  Hatch. 
Josiah  G.  Beckwith. 


first 


1839 
is  12 
1842 
1813 
Is  42 
1842 
1843 
1843 
1843 
is  13 
1847 
1847 
1S44 
1844 
1845 
1848 
1845 
1846 
1848 
1849 
1849 
1850 
1850 


Catalogue  of  those  who  have  received  the  Honorary  Degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  from  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 


1793. 
♦Leverett  Hubbard,      N.  Haven, 
*Elihu  Tudor,  E.  Windsor. 

1794. 
♦iEneas  Munson,  N.  Haven, 

*Seth  Bird, 

*Benjamin  Rush,         Phila.,  Pa., 
*Samuel  Bard,  N.  York, 

*John  Bard,  N.  York. 

1795. 
*James  Potter, 
*Thomas  Moseley,     E.  Haddam. 

1798. 
*Theophilus  Rogers, 
♦Jared  Potter, 

1799. 
*John  Warren,         Boston,  Mass. 

1802. 
*Jos.  Hamilton,     Hudson,  N.  Y., 
A.  Tomlinson,  Milford, 

*John  Spaulding,  N.  Haven, 

♦Hosea  Hurlburt, 
♦Eliakim  Fish,  Hartford. 

1804. 
*Jeremiah  West,  Tolland, 

*J.  R.  Watrous,  Colchester, 

'Samuel  Mather, 
♦William  Eustis,      Boston,  Mass. 

1807. 
♦Joseph  Trowbridge. 

1810. 
*M.  F.  Cogswell,  Hartford, 

*Levi  Ives,  N.  Haven, 

*EH  Perry, 
*Gideon  Shepard, 
*Thomas  Hubbard,  Pomfret, 

♦Samuel  Woodward, 


1812. 
♦John  Barker, 
♦Timothy  Hall,  E.  Hartford. 

1813. 

*Daniel  Sheldon,  Litchfield, 
*Eli  Todd,                   Farmington, 

♦Elisha  North,  N.  Haven. 

1814. 
*Nathaniel  Perry, 

*John  Bestor,  Simsbury, 

♦Solomon  Everest,  Canton, 

♦Richard  Ely,  Saybrook, 
♦Joseph  Foot,           North  Haven. 

1816. 

♦William  Shelton,  Stratford, 

♦Philemon  Tracy,  Norwich, 
♦Simeon  Field, 

♦Penuel   Hutchins,  Killingly. 

1815. 

♦Joseph  Palmer,  Ashford, 

♦Jesse  Carrington,  Colebronk, 

♦Sylvester  Wells,  Hartford, 

John  O.  Miner,  Groton. 

1817. 

Thomas  Coit,  N.  London, 

♦W.  R.  Fowler,  Washington, 

♦Nathan  Howard,  Coventry, 

John  S.  Peters,  Hebron, 

Avery  Downer,  Preston. 

1818. 

♦Thomas  Miner,  Middletown, 

William  Buel,  Litchfield, 

William  Tully,  Middletown. 

1819. 
♦Samuel  Rockwell, 
♦Joseph  Palmer,  Jr.,         Ashford- 
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Wethersfield, 

E.  Windsor, 

N.  Milford, 

Saybrook. 

Plainfield, 

Killingworth, 

Columbia, 


1822. 
*S.  B.Woodward, 
*E.  F.  Reed, 
Jehiel  Williams, 
*Nathan  Tisdale, 
♦Samuel  Carter, 

1823. 
*Josiah  Fuller, 
*  Austin  Olcott, 
♦Silas  Fuller, 
Isaac  J.  Hough. 

1824. 
*Andrew  Huntington,       Ashford, 
Noah  A.  Lacy,  Brookfield, 

T.  P.  Beers,  N.  Haven, 

Allen  Hyde,  Ellington. 

1825. 
Thomas  T.  Wells, 
Roswell  Abcrnothy, 
*Gideon  Beardsley, 
1827. 
Isaac  Goodscll, 
Samuel  liuel, 

Henry  Eish, 
Eleazer  Hunt, 
♦Andrew  Harris, 

D.  T.  Brainard. 

James  O.  Pond, 

1828. 

♦Conant  Catlin, 

Isaac  Jennings, 

•Luther  Manning, 

♦J.  L.  White,  Jr., 

William  Robinson, 

Joshua  Carawell, 

*Henry  Woodward,    Middletown. 
1829. 

Nath.  L.  Perkins, 

Bela  Farnhum, 

*Luther  Ticknor, 

Darius  Hutehins, 

1830. 

Samuel  Hart,  N.  Britain, 

John  Judson,  Newtown, 

Rufus  Turner,  Killingworth, 

William  A.  Brewster,     Hampton, 

Eurl  Swift,  Mansfield. 

1831. 

♦Daniel  Fuller,  Rocky  Hill, 

Joseph  Comstoek,  Lebanon. 


Woodbury, 
Woodbury, 
Woodbury. 

Woodbridge, 
Litchfield, 

Salisbury, 

Coventry, 

Canterbury, 

N.    London, 

Granby. 

Bethlem, 
Derby, 

Scotland, 

Bolton, 

Stonington, 

Middletown, 


N.  London, 

Salisbury, 

Salisbury, 

Pom  I  ret. 


Norman  Lyman,  Warren, 

Morey  Burgess,  Plainfield, 

Andrew  French,  Milford. 

1832. 
Eleazer  B.  Downing,       Preston, 

Horatio  Dow,  Ellington, 

Lyman  Parker,  Wallingford, 

Nehemiah  Perrv,  Ridgefield. 

1833. 

Horatio  Gridley,  Berlin, 

Caleb  H.  Austin,  Middletown, 

Asa  M.  Holt,  E.  Haddam, 

Chester   Hunt,  Windham, 

Wm.  T.  Shelton,  Stratford, 

Richard  Ells,  Quincy,  111. 

1834. 

Lloyd  Seeley,  Weston, 

R.  M.  Fowler,  Washington, 

Sam'l   Punderson,  N.  Haven, 

Beoj.  P.  Stodddard,  Groton, 

Hiram  Holt,  Pomfret, 

Ahijah  Ladd,  Tolland, 

Joseph  Barrutt,  Middletown, 

Milo  L.  North,  Hartford. 

1835. 

William  Hyde,  Stonington, 
N.  Shelton,             Jamaica,  L.  I., 

*Lyman  Catlin,  Bethlem, 
C.  Eldridge,  E.  Greenwich,  R.  I. 

1836. 

Archibald  Welch,  Wethersfield, 

"Lucius  Tyler,  Griswold, 

Samuel  W.  Gold,  Goshen, 

S.  G.  J.  Decamp,  U.S.  Army, 

Benajah  Ticknor,  U.  S.  Navy. 

1837. 

James  Rogers,  Waterford, 

Charles  Woodward,  Middlet'n. 

1838. 

Ralph  Carter,  Glastenbury, 

♦Benjamin  Welch,  Norfolk. 

1839. 

W.  W.  Minor,  N.  London, 

♦Emery  Bissell,  Norwalk, 

Wells  Beardsley,  Kent, 

Sturges  Bulkley,  Monroe, 

Lorenzo  Marcy,  Woodstock. 

1840. 

Benj.  H.  Catlin,  Haddam, 

Asa  Witter,  Woodstock. 
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M.  Manning,  Stonington, 

Orson  Wood,  Somers, 

Anson  Moody,         North  Haven. 

1841. 
Eli  Hall, 
Joseph  F.  Jewett, 
*E.  Litchfield, 

1842. 
Wm.  C.  Williams, 
P.  Johnson,  Kingston,  R.  I., 

*Uriah  Turner,     New  York  City, 
S.  S.  Marcy,  Cold  Spring,  N.  J. 

1843. 
Alfred  Kellogg, 
Vine  Smith, 
Datus  Williams, 
Cyrus  Hutehins, 
Biel  Abbott, 

1844 
Benj.  Rogers, 
George  Blackman, 
Orrin  Witter, 
R.  A.  Manwaring, 


E.  Hartford, 

Granby, 

Woodstock. 

Manchester, 


Avon 

Lisbon 

E.  Haddam, 

Pomfret, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Hartford, 

Westport, 

Chaplin, 

Ledyard. 


1845. 
S.  S.  Noyes,  N.  Canaan, 

S.  P.  Wattles-        N.  Stonington, 
G.  H.  St.  John,  Gaylord's  Bridge. 

1846. 

G.  0.  Sumner,  N.  Haven, 

Chauncey  Burgess,  Norwich, 

G.  O.  Jarvis,  Portland, 

Joseph  C.  Dow,  Stafford. 

1847. 

Daniel  A.  Hovey,  Killingly, 

Joel  Canfield,  Guilford, 

Orrin  C.  White,  Hebron. 

1848. 

J.  P.  Converse,  Enfield. 

1849. 

Wm.  N.  Clark,  Stafford, 

E.  Skinner,  Ashford. 

1850. 
Merrill  W.  Williams,     N.  York, 

Adonijah  White,  Andover. 


PROCEEDINGS 


FOFTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


CONNECTICUT   MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

M  AY,    1851. 

WITH  A  LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 

AMD   mi: 

ADDRESS  ON  THE  EARL?  PHYSICIANS  Hi   CONRBCTICDT, 


BY  GEORGE  SEMNER,  M.  D., 

LATE  I'Ki  sn>XH  i"ii  lit    SOI  iety. 


HARTFORD: 

PRESS  OF  CASE,  TIFFANY  AND  COMPANY. 
1851. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Committee  of  Examination 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D. 
P.  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D. 
BENJAMIN  WELCH,  M.  D. 
P.  W.  ELLSWORTH,  M.  D. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 
ORRIN  WITTER,  M.  D. 
GEORGE  DYER,  M.  D. 
RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College. 

A.  M.  HUXLEY,  M.  D. 
JOHNSON  C.   HATCH,  M.  D. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 
E.  H.  BISHOP,  M.  D. 
JUSTIN  HAMMOND,  M.  D. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut  Medical  Society,  was  held  at  Gi/man  s  Saloon,  in  the  City 
of  Hartford,  May  11,   1851. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  l.v  the  Secre- 
tary, and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  J(  w,  it.  Ells- 
worth,  Woodward,  J.  Hammond,  Gilbert, Burritt,  Huxley  and  Rich- 
ardson, who  reported  the  following  list  of 


F  E  L  L  0  W  S  . 


II.VUTI-'OKD  COUNTY. 

P.  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D. 
J.  F.  Erring,  M.  D. 
W.  S.   Pierson,  M,  n. 
G,  W,  Sanford,  M.  I). 
P.  G.  Rockwell,  M.  1). 


nw  n.v\  a  i  di 
P.  A.  Jewott,  M.  1 1. 
E.  ii  14,  l). 

Eli  [vm,  M.  D. 
Alvan  Taloott,  81  D. 

•Am!..  \1.  ]i. 


NEW  LONDON  COUNTY. 

Elijah  Dyer,  M.  D. 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M  D. 
A.  W,  Coats,  M.  D. 
Jeremiah  King,  M   D. 

Samuel  K.   M;ij  mud,   M.  D, 


LITCHFIELD    (mi 

William  Werden,  M.  1). 
A.  M.  Huxley,  M.  D. 
G.  G.  Bin  II,  M.  D. 
J.  C.  Hatoh,  M.  D. 
Seth  Peaae,  M.  D. 


WINBH  (M    i  OUNTY. 

Willi;,, i,  II    Cogswell,  M.  n. 
Justin  Hammond,  M.  I). 
Lorenzo  Marcy,  M,  D. 
•Samuel  Hutchios,  M.  D. 
Calvin  B.  Bromley,  M.  D. 


FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 

'Nathaniel  D.  Height,  M.  D. 
Samuel  Beach,  M.  D. 
'Samuel  s.  Noyes,  M.  D. 
Lewis  Richards,  M,  D. 
H.  W.  L.  Burritt,  M.  D. 


MIDDLESEX    001  NTT. 

Alexander  II    Hough,  M.  D. 
William  II.  Tremaine,  M.  P. 
G.  C.  II.  Gilbert,  M.  V. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 

J.  II.  Manning,  M.  D. 
C.  E.  Hammond,  M.  D. 
William  H.   Richard«>n,  M.  D. 


*  Absent. 


The  President,  George  Sumner,  M.  D.,  then  read  an  Address  to 
the  Convention,  agreeable  to  a  by-law  adopted  by  the  Convention  of 
1849,  and  declined  being  a  candidate  for  re-election. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bishop, 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  the  late  President, 
Dr.  Sumner,  for  his  able  and  interesting  address,  and  that  a  copy 
be  requested  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  Dr.  Butler,  Physician  to  the 
Retreat,  inviting  the  Convention  to  adjourn  to  the  Retreat  to-morrow 
morning,  and  after  an  examination  of  its  condition,  that  they  finish 
the  business  of  the  Convention,  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Retreat.  Invi- 
tation accepted. 

A  Communication  was  then  received  from  the  New  Haven  County 
Medical  Society,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Drs.  Cogswell,  Ellsworth,  Woodward,  Bishop,  Gilbert, 
Burritt,  Welch,  and  C.  E.  Hammond. 

A  Communication  was  received  from  Palmer  &  Co.  in  reference 
to  an  artificial  limb  of  their  manufacture,  which  they  wished  to  ex- 
hibit to  the  Convention,  and  obtain  an  expression  of  their  views  in 
relation  to  its  adaptation  to  the  relief  of  the  public,  and  as  a  speci- 
men of  surgical  apparatus. 

Leave  granted  at  anytime  during  the  session  of  the  Convention. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary,  the 
Treasurer  being  prevented  by  ill  health  from  attending  the  Conven- 
tion, and  also  from  the  same  cause  declining  a  re-election. 

Report  accepted,  and  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Drs.  Talcott,  Erving,  King,  Hutchins,  Tremain,  Beach,  Wer- 
den  and  Manning. 

Committee  on  Debentures  were  then  appointed,  consisting  of  Drs. 
Jewett,  Dyer,  Bromley,  Gilbert,  Eiving,  Burritt,  Pease  and  C.  E. 
Hammond. 

A  verbal  Report  was  then  made  by  Dr.  Knight,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  changes,  if  any 


were  necessary,  in  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society. 

Report  stated  that  the  Committee  had  not  been  called  together, 
but  communications  had  been  addressed  by  the  Chairman  to  the 
several  Counties,  requesting  their  action,  and  an  expression  of  their 
views  and  wishes  in  relation  to  any  alteration  in  said  Constitution 
and  Uy-laws,  and  if  any  alterations  were  deemed  advisable,  request- 
ing that  they  might  be  suggested  through  him  to  the  Convention  ; 
that  only  a  portion  of  the  State  had  been  heard  from,  about  one-half, 
and  that  there  was  no  uniformity  in  the  alterations  suggested  by  I 
these  Counties.  New  London  County  had  suggested  a  mass  meet- 
ing of  the  Members  of  the  Society.  Hartford,  New  Haven  and 
Fairfield  Counties,  had  .suggested  a  change  in  the  ratio  of  represent-  j 
atioii,  which  seemed  to  him  equitable  within  certain  limits,  and  BUg- 
gested   that  if  such  an  alteration  was  made,  and  the  representation 

increased,  the  compensation  fir  attendance  upon  the  Convention]  and 

the  travel  fees,  would  as  a  consequence  necessarily  I"-  reduced;  and 
suggested  one  dollar  as  the  compensation  for  attendance,  and  six 
cents  per  mile  for  the  travel  fee.     Also  thai  no  Member  be  allowed 

to  vote  in  County  Meeting,  until  his  taxes  were  paid. 

These    were  the  principal  alterations  1   bj   the  Chairman 

of  the  l  lommittee. 

His  Report  was  accepted,  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

It  was  moved  hv   Dr.  Jewett,  that   the    Report  be  the  order   of  the 

day  for  4  o'clock,  1'.  M.  of  this  day.     Lost. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Hatch,  that  the  subject  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned.    Lost. 

Dr.  Knight  was  then  requested  to  reduce  to  writing  the  several 
alterations  he  had  suggested,  and  bring  them  before  the  Convention 
in  the  afternoon. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Four  o'clock,  P.  M- 

Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Convention  came  to  order,  and  Dr.  Knight  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  ;   the  first  being  an  alteration  of  the  Charter. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State,  for  an  alteration  of  the  Charter  of  this  Society,  so 

"  That  the  Members  of  each  County  may  appoint  a  number  of 
Fellows  in  the  proportion  of  one  Fellow  to  every  eight  members  re- 
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siding  in  such  County,  who  shall  have    paid   all  taxes  whicii  have 
been  duly  laid  by  the  Society,  or  who  shall  have   been  legally  ex- 
empted from  such  payment;   provided  that  no  County  Society  shall 
(  be  entitled  to  more  than  eight  nor  less  than  four  members." 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  passed  as  a  By-law  of  the 
Society. 

"  Every  Member  of  this  Society  shall  annually  contribute  to  its 
funds  the  sum  assessed  in  Convention,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  in  which  he  resides,  on  or  before  the  succeeding  An- 
nual Meeting  of  said  County,  and  that  no  tax  paying  Member  shall 
be  eligible  to  any  office,  nor  permitted  to  vote,  until  he  shall  have 
made  such  payment." 

Resolved,  "  That  hereafter  the  President  and  Fellows  shall  receive 
one  dollar  for  attendance  in  Convention,  and  six  cents  for  each  mile 
of  the  distance  from  their  place  of  residence  to  the  place  of  holding 
the  Convention." 

The  Report  accepted  and  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  whole  for 
consideration. 

Dr.  Bishop  offered  the  following,  as  an  amendment  on  the  altera- 
tion in  the  Charter. 


Resolved,  That  each  County  may  appoint  one  Fellow  to  every  six 
Members,  provided  that  no  County  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  ten 
nor  less  than  six  members. 

Dr.  Cogswell  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment 
of  Dr.  Bishop. 

Resolved,  That  no  County  shall  be  entitled  to  any  representation, 
until  they  have  paid  ninety-five  per  cent  of  all  taxes  charged  against 
them.     Passed. 


Dr.  Knight  then  moved  that  the  amendment  to  the  By-laws  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

The  whole  subject  was  then  indefinitely  postponed. 

In  consequence  of  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Fairfield  County 
Medical  Society,  and  presented  to  this  Convention,  by  Dr.  Beach,  the 
Clerk  of  said  Society,  the  following  persons  were  dismissed  from  the 
Society. 

Lloyd  Smith,  Cyrenius  H.  Booth,  E.  Irvin,  George  JudsonvCharles 
Gorham,  Nehemiah  Perry,  John  Goulding,  J.  Jauncey  and  Sylves- 
ter Mead. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Werden, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
artificial  limb  of  Dr.  Palmer,  and  the  obstetrical  forceps  presented 
for  examination  by  the  Messrs.  Kelloggs,  and  report  to  the  Conven- 
tion their  opinion  of  the  same. 

Drs.  Jewett,  Cogswell  and  Werden,  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  was  then  received 
from  Orson  Wood,  M.  D.,  who  was  appointed  to  report  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  Convention,  was  read,  by  the  Secretary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention.  (It  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  marked  A.) 

The  proceedings  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical  Society  rela- 
ting to  a  delinquent  member,  were  presented,  and  it  was  voted  that 
the  action  of  the  New  Haven  County  Society  in  the  expulsion  of  Dr. 
W.  W.  Rodman,  be  confirmed  by  this  Convention. 

Drs.  Ives,  Hatch  and  Bishop,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nom- 
inate delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  be  holden  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1  *.">■.!. 

Drs.  Talcott,  Sanford,  Coats,  J.  Hammond,  Hough,  Richards, 
Russell  and  Manning,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate 
Gratuitous  Students  for  the  vacancies  which  exist  in  the  several 
counties. 

Drs.  Beach,  W.  S.  Pierson,  Dyer,  Gilbert,  Bishop,  Burritt,  Hux- 
ley, and  Win.  II.  Richardson,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Hon- 
orary Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership.  The  Committi  e  ap- 
pointed to  report  Delegates  to  attend  the  next  Annual  National  Con- 
vention, reported  the  names  of  Drs.  George  Sumner,  F.  J.  Judson, 
Nathan  B.  Ives,  and  William  II.  Cogswell. 

Report  aeeepled,  ami  they  were  accordingly  appointed. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Cmninittec  on  Dr.  Palmer's  Artificial  Limb, 
reported  "That  they  found  by  reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention  of  1849,  that  said  limb  had  been  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention, and  the  subject  had  been  taken  up,  and  a  report  had  been 
made  in  favor  of  said  limb.  The  Committee  believed  that  a  report 
so  recent  should  be  satisfactory  to  Dr.  Palmer,  and  the  Committee 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  this  part  of  their 
appointment. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  Committee  were  accordingly  discharged. 
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Thj  Convention  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies 
in  the  Standing  Committees,  when  on  balloting,  it  was  found  that 
Ashbel  Woodward,  M.  D.  and  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.  were 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Examination. 

William  H.  Cogswell,  M.  D.  and  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat 
for  the  Insane,  and  George  Dyer,  M.  D.  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  said 
Committee  by  the  recent  death  of  William  Witter,  M.  D. 

E.  Hughes  Bishop,  M.  D.  and  Justin  H.  Hammond,  M.  D.  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  of  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College,  and  A.  M.  Huxley,  M.  D.  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  said  Committee  by  the  death  of  Norman  Lyman,  M.  D. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Thursday,   eight  o'clock. 

The  Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  Gilman's  Hall, 
when  in  compliance  with  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Butler,  accepted  by 
the  Convention,  they  adjourned  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

Nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  at  the  Chapel  of  the  Retreat. 

The  Convention  came  together,  when  Dr.  Talcott,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasurer's  Report,  stated  that  they  had  examined  the 
same,  and  found  it  correct. 

Report  accepted,  and  Committee  discharged. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report. — Financial  Summary. 

Cash  in   Treasury, $187.92^ 

Due  from  Clerks,  good  and  bad,  .  $1,370.34£ 

The  following  exhibits  the  indebtedness  to  the 

Society,  arranged  by  counties,  and  in  the 

opposite  column  the  outstanding  debentures 

issued  to  such  counties, — 
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Owes.      Has  Debentures. 
Hartford    county,  §299.00         31. 87^ 

New  Haven  county, 
New  London  county, 
Litchfield  county, 
Fairfield  county, 
Windham  county, 
Middlesex  county, 
Tolland  county, 

$1,370.:!  11   $815.00 

Deduct  one-third  of  this  for  bad  debts,  abate- 
ments, commissions,  &c.  .         .         .         456.78 


240.18 

8.37* 

242.83 

28.25 

154.62 

93.50 

248. 87} 

67.25 

46.78} 

69.50 

100.63 

9.25 

37.42£ 

7.00 

Shows  net  dues  to  be        .         .         .         .         .         .  913.56} 


81,101.49 


The  Society  owes  debenture  bills  as  above,  9815.00 
To  J.  B.  Whitcomb,        ....  4.83 


8319.83 

Balance  in  favor  of  Society,     .         .         .        781.66 


$1,101.49 


Of  the  outstanding  debentures, 

Amount  issued  in  May   last,    8208.37} 
Redeemed  during  the  year  by 

clerks,       .     .     .         $172.12} 
Treasurer,         .     .     .       16.25 


Excess  of  amount  issued,    20. IK) 


$208.37} 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

Resolced,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  Dr. 
Virgil  M.  Dow,  late  Treasurer  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
for  the  very  able  and  faithful  manner  with  which  he  has  for  ten  years 
performed  the  arduous  duties  of  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  evident 
from  the  great  improvement  in  its  financial  condition,*  and  that  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  be  tendered  him  by  the  Secretary,  as  an  evi- 

•  See   \|i"  adii  I!. 
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dence  of  the  just  appreciation  in  which  they  regard  the  important 
services  rendered  by  him  to  the  Society. 

Passed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Talcott,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students, 
reported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  recommended  from  the 
following  counties,  viz. 

Hartford  county,  Almon  P.  Tickner. 

New  Haven  county,        John  S.  Moody. 
Fairfield  county,  Nathaniel  Freeman. 

Litchfield  county,  George  Judson. 

And  the  vacancies  in  New  London,  Windham,  Middlesex  and 
Tolland  counties  were  filled  with  the  following  names. 

G.  H.  Smith,  John  Davis,  R.  P.  Lyon,  and  George  P.  Parsons. 

Dr.  Talcott  offered  the  following  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
next  annual  Convention,  what  improvements  have  been  made  during 
the  last  fifty  years,  in  Materia  Medica,  and  in  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  to  the 
Convention  in  1852,  on  such  parts  of  Medical  Ethics  as  may  be 
thought  proper  to  present  to  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Resolutions  adopted,  and  the  following  Committees  appointed. 

On  Materia  Medica. 

Eli  Ives,  M.  D.,  Charles  Woodward,  M.  D.,  D.  A.  Tyler,  M.  D. 

On  Surgery. 

P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  W.  H.  Cogs- 
well, M.  D. 

On  Practice  of  Medicine. 
George  Sumner,  M.  D.,  Worthington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  Nathan  B. 
Ives,  M.  D. 

On  Medical  Ethics. 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Richard  War- 
ner, M.  D. 

Drs.  Cogswell,  Erwin  and  Talcott,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  report  a  Dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

Voted,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Constitutional 
Amendments,  be  paid  the  regular  allowance  for  attendance  on  the 
Convention,  with  mileage. 

The  Committee  on  Debentures  made  a  report,  which  was  read, 
accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 


11 

Drs.  Wilson,  Jewett  and  Ellsworth,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  on  the  subject  of 
Registration  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
profession. 

Dr.  Cogswell  made  a  report  on  the  matters  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  which  he  was  Chairman,  on  the  subject  of  using  and  vend- 
ing nostrums,  and  a  more  summary  way  of  dissolving  the  connection 
between  the  Medical  Society  with  those  of  its  members  who  may 
adopt  Homeopathy,  Hydropathy,  or  any  of  the  exclusive  systems  of 
the  day,  recommending  the  attention  of  the  County  Societies  to  the 
11th  Article  of  the  By-Laws  in  reference  to  the  former,  and  an  addi- 
tion to  the  By-Laws  in  reference  to  the  latter. 

Report  accepted,  and  Committee  discharged. 

The  following  Recommendation  and    Resolution  were  adopted. 

That  we  recommend  to  each  County  Medical  Society  to  examine 
into  the  sale  of  Patent  Medicines,  by  members  of  the  Society,  and 
require  the  enforcement  of  the  By-Law  on  the  Bllbject,  as  said  prac- 
tice is  incompatible  with  honorable  standing  in  the  profession. 

The  following  was  adopted  as  an  addition  to  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Society. 

"  Each  County  meeting  shall  ha\e  the  power  to  examine  the  case 
and  immediately  expel  any  member  notoriously  in  the  practice  of 
Homeopathy,  Hydropathy,  or  any  other  form  of  quackery,  without 
any  formal  trial,  the  same  to  be  ratified  by  the  succeeding  Conven- 
tion, any  By-Law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.  was  appointed  Dissertator  for  18S2. 

Henry  D.  Bulkley,  M.  I),  of  the  city  of  New  York,  was  elected 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Voted,  That  a  lax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon  the 
members  of  the  S  iciety,  payable  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  June 
next. 

Dr.  Cogswell  offered  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  .Med- 
ical Society  assembled,  believing  that  the  cause  of  humanity  demands 
further  provision  for  the  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  Insane  Poor 
of  this  State,  do  most  earnestly  but  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Hon.  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  now  in  session,  to  make  liberal 
appropriations  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  to  be  extended  to  such 
only,  as  are  unable  by  reason  of  indigence,  to  secure  the  benefits  of 
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proper  medical  treatment ;  and  that   a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
present  the  Resolution  to  the  Legislature. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  an  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Charity  Patients 
in  the  General  Hospital  of  Connecticut. 

The  above  Resolution  was  also  adopted,  and  were  both  referred  to 
the  same  Committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  William  W.  Welch,  Allyn, 
M.  Hungerford,  and  E.  K.  Hunt. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Convention,  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  unanimously  tendered  to  Dr.  Butler  for  the  use  of  the 
room  for  the  sitting  of  the  Convention. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest,  JOSIAH  G.   BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


•FELIX  PASCALIS, 
JAMES  JACKSON, 
JOHN  C.  WARREN, 
•SAMUEL  L.  MITCHELL, 
•DAVID  HOSACK, 
•"WRIGHT  POST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
•GEORGE  M'CLELLAN,     . 
•JOHN  MACKIE,      . 
•CHARLES  ELDREDGE,    . 
THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK, 
•JAMES  THACHER,    . 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER,  . 
•WILLIAM   P.   DEWEES, 
•JOSEPH  WHITE, 
JACOB  BIGELOW. 
WALTEH   CHANNING, 
•PHILIP  SING  l'll\  SIC, 
•LEWIS  HEERMAN,  . 
DANIEL  DRAKE,     . 
HENRY  MITCHELL,    . 
NATHAN  KYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT,  . 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM   TULLV, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL,  . 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL   llEMiV    HICKSON, 
•SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 
•JOHN  STEARNS, 
STEPHEN  W,  WILLIAMS,    . 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
•GEORGE  FROST, 
W1LLAK1)  PAKKEK,   . 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR,     . 
ALLIEN  MARCH, 
•AMOS  TWITCHELL, 
CHARLES  A.   LEE,       . 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
3  WIKS  M.   SMITH, 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 


New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 
in,  Mass. 
New  \cirk. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
New  Haven. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
,  R.  I. 
Easl  i  rieenwich,  R.  I. 
Albany,  V  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
New  York 
<  'leaveland,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Cherry  Valley,  X.  Y. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Bosti  in,  M  ass. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Cinoinnati,  '  >hio. 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

New  York. 
.     Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Cinoinnati,  Ohio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.   I. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
\"i thampton,  Masa 

New  York. 

Deerfleld,  MaBs. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Springfield,  Mass. 

New  York. 
.     U.  S.  Navy. 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
.      Keene,  X.  H. 

New  York. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Springfield,  Mass. 

New  York. 


Deceased. 


ORDINARY  MEMBERS. 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  by  age, 
are  in  italics  .  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  Presidents  of  the 
Society,  are  in  capitals. 

BAETFOBD    COUNTY. 
II.  C.  GILLETTE,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

J.  C.  JACKSON,  M.  H.,  Clerk. 


Hartford,  C  Kill)  CK   SI    M  \  |:  |;  , 

llcury  Holmes,  Sa I  B,  Beresford, 

George  B.  Hawley,  Gurdon  W.  Rus- 
sell, David  Crary,  P,  W,  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogers,  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
S.  Butler,  II.  A.  Grant,   .1.  C.  Jaok- 

Bon,  A,  W.  Barrows, Tl -  Miner, 

M.  W.  Wilson,  A  li  C  II  I  B  \  L  l' 
WEL(  II,  Ferdinand  Lubowski,  Ho- 

nil  Ki  I  i  i  lillcy, 

Jl'csi  Hartford,  Edward  Braoe. 

Avon,  Allnil  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  E.  Btandagee,  Jr. 

.\ i w    Britain,    Satnwl  Unit,   Lucius 

Woodruff,    E.    1).   Babeook,    1'.  G. 

Rookwell. 
Bloomfield,  John  F.  Wells. 
Bristol,  Joseph  W.Camp,   [arael  L. 

Graham. 
Burling  i'"\,  William  Elton,  3d. 
Canton,  Benadam  Reason,  Thomas  <  '•■ 

Hasan. 
CollintviUe,  Russell  II.  Tiffany,   0.  B. 

Freeman. 
East   Hartford,    Eli  Hall,  Seth   L. 

Child,  Clarence   M    Brownell. 
Easi  Windsor,  Hiram  Watson. 
Broad  Brook, Marcus  I..  Fisk. 
Warehouu  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 
I.m  ii  i.i>,  J.  I'.  Converse,  A.  I..  Spald- 
ing. 


ttomptonviile,  Stephen  G.   Risley,  J. 

Baili  y  Beach. 
I'akmimw.v,  Aaahel  Thompson, E.  W. 

i  ':n  1 1  ngton,  I  hi'.     ■.   Br  >wn. 

Plainvilli .  <  '<.  A    \! ly, 

Vnionvillt,  William  II ,  £ 

i.i  in  i  .in  nv,  Ralph   t  latter,   Clinton 

Bunco. 
South   i.  7,   Roswell   Hawley, 

Luman  J.  Andrus,  Henry  '  rilbert. 
/  - 

i  its  imii  ,  Jairus  Case,  Jot.  F.  J 
Worth  Oranoy,  E.  F.  Erving. 
Eatt  Qranby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
Witt  Oranoy,  Justus  I'.  Wilcox. 
Mam  brsrr, W.C.Williams, W.Scott. 
Rocki  Hill,  Bylvttter  Bui 
Sihsbi  by,  Roderick  A.  White. 
Tariff  villi,    G  a.  W  .-mil, ml,  Charles 

W,  Ensign. 
Si  I  rHINOTON,    Julius  S.  Barnes,  

Byington, 

s   Windsor,   Horace  C.   Gill  tti  . 

Sidney  Rockwell,  William  W 1 

i  i.u,  Ataph  I..  BUull,  Samuel  B. 

Low  .  Arrtu-  l;: 
Wi  rHKRSFiELD,    E.  F.  Cooke,   A.  S. 

Warner. 
Windsor,    William  S.  Picrson,   Theo- 

dore  Sill.  Graham  Lee. 
Windior  Lurks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
Poquonock.  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW   HAVEN    COUNTY. 

JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

David  A.  Tylee,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ives,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Pundcr- 
son,  V.  M.  Dow,  A.  S.  Munson, 
Charles  Hooker,  H.  B.  Porter,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  A.  C.  Blakeslee.L.  A.  Thom- 
as, Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  D.  L. 
Daggett,  George  O.  Sumner,  D.  A. 
Tyler,  Henry  Bronson,  E.  A.  Park, 
N.  W.  Taylor,  Jr.,  A.  Moody,  W.  J. 
Whiting,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  H.  W.  E. 
Matthews. 

IVestville,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  J.  H. 
Beecher,  W.  M.  White,  Lyman  Par- 
ker. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Nehemiah 
Banks. 

Dekby,  S.  T.  Catlin. 

Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Button. 

Huinjthrcysville,  Ahiram  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Ken- 
dall, Thomas  Stoddard. 

East  Haven,  Bela  Farnham. 


Guilford,   Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 

cott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 
Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
IVcst  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,    Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  MeCarty. 

MlDDLEBURY. 

Milford,    Andrew  French,  Hull  Allen, 

L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,    J.  D.    Mears,     Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
North  Haven,  C.  B.  Foote. 
Oxford,  John  Lounsbury. 
Southeury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,    B.  H.  Harrison,  S.  W. 

Clark. 
Watereury,     Joseph    Porter,     Daniel 

Porter,  Jr.,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.  Piatt,    John  Deacon,    George    E. 

Perkins,    M.    H.    Perkins,     Sturges 

Bulkley. 
Woodbridge,    Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 
Wolcott,  Henry  Byington. 


NEW   LONDON    COUNTY. 

DYER  T.  BRAINARD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

Seth  Smith,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Win,  W.  Miner, 
James  Rogers,  Seth  Smith,  C.  M. 
Cone,  D.  P.  Francis,  Archibald  T. 
Douglass,  Albeit  Utter,  Albert  Hob- 
son,  Robert  A.  Manwaring,  Elisha 
A.  Hewitt. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worth- 
ington  Hooker,  Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Eli- 
sha Pinney,  Benjamin  T.  Koath, 
Jonathan  W.  Brooks,  B.  F.  Barker, 
Ashbel  B.  Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Jer- 
emiah King,  Edwin  Bentley,  Benja- 
min S.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alonzo 
Fuller,  Horace  Thurston. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezckiel  IV.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

East  Lyme,  John  /,.  Smith,  Austin 
F.  Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold. 

Jewtlt  City,  Alnnzo  Fuller. 


Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 

Portersville,  John  O.  Miner,  Elias  F. 
Coats. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Erastus  Os- 
good, Richard  P.  Green. 

Ledyard. 

Gales'  Ferry,   Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 

Lisbon,  Vine  Smith. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noyes,  John  Noyes. 

North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 

Montville,  Ephraim  Fellowes,  Samuel 
E.  Maynard. 

Uncasville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 
Bolles. 

North  Stonington,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gay. 

Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 
Downing. 

Poauetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 

Salem. 

Stonington,  Wm.  Hyde,  George  E. 
Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 

Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


E.   MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Samuel  Beach 

Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S.  P. 

V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Greenfield,  Knl'us  Blakcman. 
Southpnrt,  Jit-ins  Sherwood. 
Bbidoepobt,    Samuel   Beaob,    D.   II. 

Nash,  William  L  Watson,  Frederick 
J.  Juclsori,  L.  VV.  Bnrrilt,  Win.  Nash. 

Bkookfiei.D,  Nuah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Danbury,  R.  B.  Botsford,  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett. 

Bethel,  II.  N.  Bennett,  .1.  S.  Andrews. 

Dabien,  Warren  Percival. 

Easto.m,  James  Baldwin. 


M.  D.,  Clerk. 

Hi/ntinoton,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Salmon  H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  .Samuel  S.  JVoyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 

Xorwalk,  John  A.  Mi  Lean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Shebman,  Dana  W.  Northrop, 

Stamfobd,  Chauneey  Ayres,  X.  D. 
Haight, 

Stratfohd,  William  T.  Shelton. 

Tim  hbi  i  ...  E  I.I  J  A  II  MIDDLE- 
B  R  0  OK,  George  Dyer. 

Westpobt,  George  Blackman. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


nl!  I!  IN  WITTER,  M.  1).,  Chairman. 

Jami:<  B.  Whitcomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  James  II.  Whitcomb,  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 
Asiifori),  John  II.  Simmons. 

CaNTEBBUBY,    Elijah  Balilwtn,   Joseph 

Palmer. 

<  'n ai'i.in,  i  Irrin  Witter. 
1 1  \  uptoN]  I  Iyer  1  [ughes, 
Killinul\,  Justin  Hammond. 
JVarth  sTUlingly,  Fenner  II.  Peckham. 
South  Killing! i/,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 
Went  eillingly,  David  E.  Hall, Samuel 

Hutchins,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 
Wilkintonviltt,      Henry     W.      Hough, 

Thomas  W.   Perry, 
Dayiville,  Charles  li.  Puller. 
Plaini'iei.d,  William  H.  Cogswell. 


Plainfitld,  Ctnfl  I'.  <>  .  Man  >t  Harness, 
Elij.  Baldwin,  Jr.,  Horace  Burgess. 

Pohfbj  r,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Sickling,  Nathan  S.  Pike. 

Thompson,  Samui 

Volontow  \,  Harvej  I  ampbell. 

Windham,   Chest, r  Hunt,   De  Witt  C. 

I.  ithrop. 
Il'i/limantie,  John  Hill,  Jr. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley, 
Woodstoi  k.  North,  A-a  Witter. 
Smith    Woodttock,  Lorenzo  Mai.  v. 
II',,!     Woodttock,     Mill. mi    Bradford, 

Charles  II.  Rogers. 
ibd,  llemy  Gray. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 


RALPH    DEMING,   M.  D.,  Chairman. 

Gboboe  Seymoi  r,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


LiTcmiEi.r.,  H'l  I.  T.I  A  M  B  UE  /.. 
Samuel  Buel,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  Georgi 
Seymour,  D.  E.  Bostwiek,  Chs.  Vail. 

South  forms,  Garry  II.  Miner. 

RiiraiMrm,  F.  li  Graham. 
3 


Betiilem,  G.  G.  BisselL 
Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamar  II.  Smith. 
South  Canaan)  John  A.  Gillett. 
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Cornwall,  Burvitt  B.  North. 

West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold,  I.  E. 

Smith. 
North  Cornwall. 
Coleerook,  Seth  Pease. 
Gaylorals  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton. 
Kent,     Wells   Beardsley,    Johnson    C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  Centre. 
New  Milford,    Jchicl  IVilliams,  Wm. 

B.  Lacy. 
Norfolk,    William  W.  Welch,   E.  D. 

Hugins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 
Roxeury,  Myron  Downs. 


Salisbury,  0.  Plumb,  Wm.  Werden. 

Lakeville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  John 
H.  Welch. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Wolcottville,  Erastus  Bancroft,  W.  K. 
Whiting,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  0.  Brown. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

West  Winsted,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 
Westlake,  John  L.  Wakefield. 

Woodbury,  Roswcll  Abcructhy, Charles 
H.  Webb. 

Terry  ville. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


RUFUS  TURNER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Richard  Warner,  Joseph 
Barrett,  Charles  Woodward,  William 
B.  Casey,  David  Harrison,  Franklin 
Woodruff 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams,  Elisha  B.  Nye. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Killingworth,  Rums  Turner. 
Portland,    George  O.  Jarvis,   Stephen 

A.  Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  Ring. 
Essex,  Alexander  H.  Hough,  Frederick 

W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Wjestbrook,  Harvey  Way. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


ORSON    WOOD,    M.  D.,    Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,     Ahijah    Ladd,     Oliver    K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Andover,  Adonijah  White. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock.H.  M.  Booth. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin  C. 

White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 
Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson, 


South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 
Somers,    Orson    Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,   East,    William    N.    Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Stafford  Springs,  Henry  M.  Knight. 
Union,  E.  Lindsley,  S.  F.  Lindsley. 
Vernon,    Alden  Skinner. 
Roclcvillc,    Benjamin  M.   Comings,   E. 

E.  Hammond. 
Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ORDINARY  MEMBERS  FOR  1850,  WITH  THE  DEATHS  FOR  1850. 


1 1  .ii  tford  County, 

Taxable. 

73 

Not  Taxable. 
7 

Total. 

SO 

Deaths. 
0 

New  Haven  County, 
New  London  County, 

62 

•11 

10 
14 

7-2 
5S 

2 
2 

Litchfield  County, 

43 

6 

40 

1 

Windham  County, 
Fairfield  ( 'ounty, 
Middlesex  County, 

32 
26 
25 

3 
5 

1 

35 

31 
26 

1 
0 
0 

Tolland  County, 

25 

3 

26 

1 

Total,  330  40  370  7 

Nou.     Former  Fellows  of  the  Connection!  Medical  Society,  arc  permanent 
memberi  of  the  Annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  thai  ol  c  i 
their  votes.     And  all  members  of  the  Society  I,  by  the  by-laws,  to  bo 

present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention,  and  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first 
day  of  the  session. 


DEATHS  OF  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1.   1851.  Willi  THE  AGE 
AND  DISEASE  SO  I' All  AS  ASCERTAINED. 

Hartford  County,  no  deaths  reported. 

New  Haven  County,  Noah  Stone,  age67.     Affection  of  the  Heart. 

J.  T.  Hotchkiss,  Fever,  age  34 
New  London  County,  Archibald  Mercer,  Apoplexy,  age  62. 

Chauncej  Bu  .  the  Bowels,  age  58. 

Litchfield  County,  No in  Lyman,  Congestive  Fever,  age  6  I. 

Windham  County,  Dr.  Win.  Witter,  Disease  of  Kidneys,  age  I". 

Fairfield  <  lounty,  no  deaths  repoi  l  id. 

M  iddleses  County,    "  " 

Tolland  County,  Orrin  Hunt,  Typhoid  Fever,  age  52. 


DUTIES  OF  CLERKS. 

Ti  i  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proi dings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  t  Lxes,  and  pay  the  -  ime  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit   to   the   Secretary  a   list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 

reci pi. I    1  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  coarse  of  lectures,  immediately 

allot  tha  i '. unity  for  publication. 
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To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  sev- 
eral County  Societies. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 


1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 
&c,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

S.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 
9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 
&o, 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  for- 
ward in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


The  Members  of  the  Society,  in  the  several  Counties,  are  requested  to  furnish 
the  Clerks  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  with  a  list  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  pre- 
vious to  1S00 ;  and  the  Clerks  are  hereby  requested  to  forward  those  lists  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  for  future  use. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1796.   Dr.  S.  II.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the   most   eligible   mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1796.   Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 
1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "  An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.   Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Wuters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowlcr,on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middle  town. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physicians 
of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra. uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  II.  Bishop,  "  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease." 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  qualifications  necessary 

to  a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 


1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and   the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by 
the  community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 


APPENDIX  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  EXAMINATION. 

The  annn:i]  examination  of  candidates  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Tale  Col- 
lege,  was  held  on  Wednesday,  January  15,  1651  ;  all  the  members  of  the  board 
of  examination  were  present,  excepl  Hiram  Holt,  M.  h. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  by  President  Woolsey  on 
eleven  candidates,  including  two  previously  examined,  viz. 

1.  Warren  Parker  Beach,  Meriden,  on  "  Pneumonia." 

2.  George  Benedict,  11.  A.,  Danbury,  on  "  Pneumonia." 
.'{.  Orlando  Brown,  I  Iroton,  on  "  Scrofula.*1 

4.  Daniel  Silliman  Burr,  iJnnbiuy,  mm  "  Pleurisy." 

5.  Samuel  Catlin,  Litchfield,  on  "  Inflammation." 

6.  Henry  Eddy,  M.  A.,  Guilford,  "ii  "  Emetics." 

7.  Francis  Coles  Green,  New  Haven,  on  ''Apoplexy." 

S,  Jonathan  .Tunes  Howard,  EUchmond,  Ky.,  <»n  " Opthalmia." 
9.  Robert  Hubbard,  Middletown,  mi  "  Bright's  Disease." 
in.  Matthew  Turner  Newton,  Colchester,  on  "  Uterine  Haemorrhage." 

11.  William  Soule,  Chapli i  "  Hysteria." 

The  on I  address  to  the  Medical   Class  was  given  by  Richard  Warner, 

M.  D.,  of  Middletown.     It  was  pertinenl  i<>  tin-  occasl nd  was  listened  to 

apparently  with  much  interest,  by  tie-  candidates,  ami  also  by  the  very  respect- 
able audience  of  citizens  of  both  sexes,  w  bo  were  in  attendance  during  its  de- 
livery.    It  was  remarked  of  Dr.  Warner,  that  In-  does  not  speak,  excepl  when 

lie  has  something  to  say. 

Alvan  Talnott,  M.  1).,  el'  ( luilford,  and  Benjamin  Welch.  M.  D.,  of  Salisbury, 
wen-  appointed  to  give  the  annual  addresses  in  1853  and  1853. 

Orson  Wood,  of  Somers,  was  appointed   to   report   the  pr< edings  of  the 

Board  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  C tecticut  Medical  Society. 

Adjourned  to  again  meet  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  March,  1851. 

The  Committee  would  remark  here,  thai  they  were  highly  pleased  with  the 
qualifications  manifested  by  all  the  candidates,  in  the  thorough  examination 
they  were  subjected  to,  in  all  the  various  branches  of  medicine  taught  in  this 
Institution.  They  gave  good  evidence  that  they  had  not  misspent  the  time 
allotted  to  them  lor  medical  instruction — alike  honorable  to  themselves,  and  the 
able  teachers  with  whose  instructions  ill  iy  have  been  favored.  They  gave  evi- 
dence that  they  had  retleeted  on,  and  prepared  themselves  lor  the  highly  respon- 
sible station  they  are  intending  to  occupy  in  the  community — that  responsibility 
which  on  them  will  rest,  when  their  friends, on  beds  of  sickness  laid,  shall  look 
up  to  them  lor  h.-ip — that  responsibility  which  shall  incite  them  to  be  active  and 
vigilant,  by  day  and  by  night,  to  see  that  nothing  be  left  undone,  nor  too  much 
done,  to  save  life.      Better  would  it  be  for  the  public,  if  all  those  who  enter  the 
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field  of  practical  medicine  were  thus  well  prepared.     Better  if  the  whole  com- 
munity were  as  well  protected,  from  the  officiousness  of  ignorant  pretenders  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  as  is  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States. 
By  order  of  the  Committee, 

ORSON  WOOD,  Chairman. 

ADDENDA. — Since  writing  the  above  report,  I  have  received  from  Professor 
Hooker,  a  notice  of  the  proceedings  at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners,  held  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  March,  1851.  There  were  pres- 
ent, on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D.  and 
Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.;  and  on  the  partof  Yale  College,  Professors  Ives,  Knight, 
Beers,  Hooker  and  Bronson. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  recommended  by  the  Board,  and  con- 
ferred by  President  Woolsey,  on  Benjamin  Franklin  Basset,  B.  A.  of  New  York. 
Dissertation  on  "  Infancy." 

A  license  was  granted  by  the  President  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
to  Storrs  Hall,  M.  A.,  of  Westport.     Dissertation  on  "  Ventilation." 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  all  the  candidates,  at  both  sittings  of  the  board, 
received  the  unanimous  votes  of  all  the  members  present. 

ORSON  WOOD. 


APPENDIX  B. 

Comparison  of  the  Financial  Condition  of  the  Medical  Society  in  1842  andlS51, 
in  three  particulars. 

Amount  of  available  funds,  supposed  in  1851,  .         .  $1101.49 

"  "  "  "  1S42,     .  715.71 


Balance  in  favor  of  1851,     .  ...     $385.78 

Outstanding  Debenture  Bills,  1S51,  .         .         .         $315.00 

Deduct  cash  on  hand,  "  ....       1S7.92J 


127.07J 


Outstanding  Debenture  Bills  in  1842,         $306  37 
Add  Cash  advanced  by  Treasurer,  41.84 


$43S.21 
Balance  in  favor  of  1851,  .         .         .         .     $311.13* 

$438.21 
General  Balance  in  favor  of  Society  in  1S51,  ....         $781.66* 

"  "  "  "  1842,       .         .  .         .        277.49 

504.17 


ADDRESS. 


The  first  settlers  of  the  colony  of  Connecticut  came  with  but 
slender  provision  for  the  ills  that  awaited  them.  The  pastor  of 
the  flock  was  the  chief  shepherd  to  whom  they  all  looked  for 
protection ;  and  the  teacher  upon  whose  instructions,  in  sick- 
ness and  in  health,  they  mainly  looked  for  guidance.  But  few 
members  of  our  profession  accompanied  them,  and  it  was  not 
till  they  were  settled  on  the  river  bank  or  the  wood  side,  it  was 
not  till  sickness  invaded  their  lowly  dwellings,  that  the  value  of 
medical  services  was  duly  appreciated  ;  and  it  must  be  confes- 
sed that  the  early  colonial  settlements  presented  few  attractions 
to  allure  the  educated  physicians  of  Europe  to  her  borders. 
With  a  scattered  population — with  few  of  the  conveniences 
and  none  of  the  luxuries  of  life — without  means  to  remunerate 
them  for  their  services — without  roads — without  books,  without 
professional  associates,  it  is  not  strange,  it  would  be  strange  if 
it  were  otherwise,  that  we  look  in  vain  for  accomplished  physi- 
cians in  the  train  of  the  first  settlers  of  Connecticut. 

In  the  year  1052,  the  general  court  granted  the  first  medical 
license  by  which  Thomas  Lord  was  authorised  to  practice  phy- 
sic and  surgery  in  Hartford  and  the  adjoining  towns.  Thomas 
Lord  belonged  to  a  good  family — was  at  times  employed  as  a 
school-master — had  paid  some  attention  to  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art,  and  was  probably  as  well  qualified  to  practice  med- 
icine as  any  other  member  of  the  colony.  Fifteen  pounds  was 
to  be  his  annual  salary,  so  long  as  he  devoted  his  time  and  at- 
tention, to  the  sick  and  suffering  members  of  the  colony.  The 
fee-table  of  Dr.  Lord,  as  established  by  the  General  Assembly, 
he  having  promised  to  charge  no  more,  deserves  to  be  tran- 
scribed for  your  especial  notice. 
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"  Thos.  Lord  having  engaged  to  this  court  to  continue  his 
abode  in  Hartford  for  the  next  ensuing  year,  and  to  improve  his 
best  skill  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  upon  the  river, 
within  this  jurisdiction,  both  for  setting  of  bones  and  otherwise, 
as  at  all  times,  occasions  and  necessities  may  require.  This 
court  doth  grant,  that  he  shall  be  paid  by  the  country  the  sum 
of  15  pounds  for  the  said  ensuing  year,  and  they  also  declare 
that  for  every  visit  or  journey,  that  he  shall  take  or  make,  being 
sent  for,  to  any  house  in  Hartford,  12  pence  is  reasonable; 
to  any  house  in  Windsor,  five  shillings;  to  any  house  in  Weth- 
ersfield,  three  shillings  ;  to  any  house  in  Farmington,  six  shil- 
lings ;  to  any  house  in  Mattabeseck  or  Middletown,  eight  shil- 
lings, (he  having  promised  that  he  will  require  no  more,)  and 
that  he  shall  be  freed,  for  the  time  aforesaid,  from  watching, 
warding  and  training,  but  not  from  finding  arms  according  to 
law." 

In  1662,  ten  years  after  he  received  a  license,  Dr.  Lord  died 
in  Wethersfield,  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  was  ever  regarded 
as  a  very  learned  or  skillful  physician. 

In  1754  Daniel  Porter  was  licensed  to  practice  medicine 
and  chirugery,  by  the  general  court,  which  also  granted  him 
a  small  yearly  salary.  Doctor  Porter  lived  at  Farmington, 
but  was  required  to  attend  upon  those  who  needed  his  ser- 
vices in  Windsor,  Hartford  and  Wethersfield,  with  an  occa- 
sional drive  to  Middletown.  The  general  court  established 
a  fee-table  for  the  doctor,  from  which  we  may  infer  what  was 
a  reasonable  charge  two  centuries  ago.  He  appears  to  have 
been  celebrated  as  a  bone-setter,  and  was  for  many  years  with- 
out a  rival  in  the  colony.  In  the  year  1670,  the  general  court, 
for  the  encouragement  of  Daniel  Porter,  increased  his  salary, 
and  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  instructing  some  meet 
person  in  the  art  for  which  he  was  so  much  distinguished. 
Doctor  Porter  died  in  the  year  1690,  having  been  thirty-five 
years  the  general  practitioner  of  the  colony.  The  meet  per- 
sons to  whom  he  was  invited  to  impart  his  skill,  were  probably 
Thomas  Hooker  of  Farmington,  and  Samuel  Mather  of  Wind- 
sor, both  sons  of  the  settled  clergymen  of  those  towns.  We 
find  accordingly,  that  in  1684,  the  general  court  did  allow 
Thomas  Hooker  to  practice  the  art  of  physic,  and  directed  the 


27 

secretary  to  furnish  him  with  a  license.  The  same  allowanee 
was  granted  to  Samuel  Mather,*  and  the  two  were  for  many 
years  resorted  to,  by  those  who  wished  to  obtain  a  license  from 
the  colonial  government.  In  other  instances,  authority  to 
practice  was  procured  through  the  agency  and  influence  of 
distinguished  clergymen. 

Two  years  afterwards,  1080,  the  court  being  "acquainted 
with  the  ability,  skill  and  knowledge  of  Gershom  Bulkley  in  the 
art  of  physic  and  chirurgery,  did  grant  him  full  and  free  liberty 
and  license  to  practice  as  there  shall  be  occasion,  and  he  shall 
be  agreeable."  A.  similar  license  was  granted  to  Charles  Bulk- 
ley  of  Wethersfield  in  1688. 

The  character,  family,  and  fame  of  Gershom  Bulkley  are 
worth  consideration.  lie  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Peter  Bulkley, 
an  emigrant  from  England  who  settled  at  Concord.  Massachu- 
setts. Dr.  Buclley  was  born  in  1635,  while  his  parents  were 
on  their  voyage  from  England  to  this  country — graduated  at 
the  College  in  Cambridge — married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Doct. 
Chauncey,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  the  county.  He  pursued  the  study  of  divinity  and 
medicine  for  a  few  years,  and  then  removed  lo  Connecticut. 
Alter  this  he  was  the  pastor  of  the  churches  at  Xew  London 
and  \l  Wethersfield,  for  about  twenty  years.  In  the  meantime 
the  colonial  government  raised  a  force  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  to  resist  the  aggression  of  their  Indian  neighbors. 
Mr.  Bulkley  was  chosen  surgeon  of  the  forces,  and  appointed 
one  of  the  council  of  war.  He  then  relinquished  his  ministerial 
duties  and  was  released  from  the  obligations  of  his  pastoral 
office — received  a  license  to  practice  medicine  in  the  colony, 
removed  to  Glastenbury,  and  devoted  the  last  thirty  years  of  a 
useful  life  to  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. To  chemistry  with  its  useful  researches,  to  alchemy 
and  its  visionary  speculations,  and  to  philosophy  as  a  cardinal 
branch  of  medical  knowledge,  he  was  much  devoted;  and  his 
laboratory  was  well  furnished  with  retorts,  crucibles  and  all  the 
apparatus  for  performing  experiments,  and  he  was  particularly 

•  The  license  U]  Samuel  Mather,  jr.,  was  granted  by  the  general  court,  upon 
the  recommendatory  letters  ol  Rev,  Samuel  Mother,  Thomas  Hooker,  and  Mr 
Tl as  Fisk, 
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eminent  for  his  skill  in  chemistry.  His  children  were  respecta- 
ble in  their  character  and  connections,  and  all  settled  around 
him.  One  son  was  the  physician  of  Wethersfield,  and  died 
early  in  life  ;  one  was  a  clergyman  and  physician  in  Colchester, 
where  he  became  eminent  in  both  professions  ;  and  one  was  a 
farmer  and  magistrate  in  his  immediate  neighborhood.  His 
daughters  were  all  married  and  their  children  became  the  com- 
fort and  solace  of  his  old  age.  He  was  also  a  magistrate  who 
maintained  the  dignity  of  his  station,  while  he  dispensed  charity 
to  the  weak  and  justice  to  all ;  his  opinions  were  always  re- 
ceived with  great  respect. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  first  case  of  medical  jurispru- 
dence in  the  colony — perhaps  the  first  in  the  country  was  re- 
ferred to  him  for  an  opinion. 

Mary  Brown  of  Wallingford,  was  brought  to  trial  fo/  the 
murder  of  her  son — as  it  was  known  that  she  had  been  subject 
to  paroxysms  of  insanity,  the  court  and  the  jury  were  in  some 
perplexity  relative  to  their  own  course  of  proceeding.  To  re- 
lease themselves  from  this  embarrassing  position,  the  court 
granted  leave  to  the  jurors  to  consult  the  most  learned  men  in 
the  colony  and  obtain  their  advice.  They  applied  to  Dr.  Bulk- 
ley,  whose  character  as  a  divine,  whose  opinion  as  a  physician, 
and  whose  judgment  as  a  magistrate,  were  all  held  in  high  esti- 
mation. The  following  is  the  summary  of  his  opinion  :  "  If  she 
were  not  compos  mentis  at  the  time  of  the  fact  it  is  no  felony, 
and  consequently  no  wilful  or  malicious  murder ;  and  if  she  be 
known  to  be  a  lunatic,  though  she  have  her  lucid  intervals,  there 
had  need  be  very  good  and  satisfactory  proof  that  she  was 
compos  mentis  at  the  time  of  the  fact  committed,  for  the  law 
favors  life."  The  legal  opinion  from  which  the  above  extract 
is  taken  was  in  advance  of  the  age.  and  probably  averted  the 
doom  of  the  unhappy  woman  who  was  on  her  trial  for  the  mur- 
der of  her  child. 

"  The  last  will  and  testament  of  Gershom  Bulkley,  in  the 
county  of  Hartford,  in  her  majesty's  colony  of  Connecticut, 
practitioner  of  physic  in  the  year  1712.  The  same  Gershom 
Bulkley  having  more  than  20  years  walked  upon  the  very 
mouth  of  the  grave,  had  not  been  unmindful  of  that  which 
nature  and  common  sense  call  for  in  such  cases.     But  in  the 
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meantime  sorrowful  changes  from  the  Most  High  have  come  upon 
me,  and  some  that  I  had  hoped  could  have  survived  have  pre- 
vented me  and  left  me  behind  them  to  mourn  their  loss." 
The  doctor  proceeds  to  direct  that  his  debts  should  be  paid  and 
his  body  decently  but  obscurely  buried,  without  much  cost  or 
ceremony,  "  and  as  for  those  few  poor  children  which  I  shall 
leave  behind  me  in  a  sinful  and  calamitous  world,  the  best  be- 
quest I  have  for  them  is  Luther's  short  but  significant  and  perti- 
nent prayer.  Tu  Domine  serva  Dora. — To  him  therefore  I 
commend  them  all,  humbly  beseeching  that  he  will  accept  them 
and  theirs  and  make  them  all  his  own  and  faithful  unto  deatl^ 
and  that  he  will  be  their  portion  from  generation  to  generation." 
I  have  not  time  to  follow  the  doctor  through  the  details  of  his 
will.  To  his  son  John,  the  settled  pastor  of  the  church  at  Col- 
chester, he  gave  a  silver  pocket  watch,  and  his  books,  and  man- 
uscript which  related  to  literature  and  theology.  To  his  son 
Edward  he  gave  the  clock,  the  seal  ring,  the  great  gilt  spoon, 
and  the  least  of  his  silver  porringers,  and  all  the  books  and 
manuscript  which  he  possessed  touching  matters  ol  law.  To  his 
grandson,  Richard  Treat,  he  gave  all  his  books  and  manuscripts, 
whether  in  English,  Latin, or  the  Dutch  languages  which  any  way 
concern  medicine  and  chemistry,  which  bonks,  with  all  his 
vessels  and  instruments,  whether  of  glass,  brass,  copper,  iron  or 
stone,  provided  he  hold  and  pursue  his  inclination  to  the  study 
of  medicine,  but  if  by  death  or  otherwise  he  be  diverted  and  de- 
part from  it,  he  gave  them  to  the  next  of  his  brethren  who  would 
apply  himself  to  that  study.  To  his  daughter  Catharine,  then  de- 
ceased, he  had  already  given  a  portion  of  his  worldly  goods,  but  to 
her  daughter  Catharine,  he  gave  the  silver  tankard,  the  light  silver 
cucumbit,  distinguished  by  its  weight  from  that  which  he  left  to 
his  daughter  Dorothy,  and  by  its  size  from  that  which  belonged 
to  the  silver  retort.  lie  gave  her  also  the  silver  salt  cellar  and 
the  small  silver  dram  cup.  To  his  daughter  Dorothy  Treat,  I  will 
leave  the  doctor  to  speak  for  himself:  "To  my  daughter 
Dorothy  Treat  aforesaid,  who  hath  as  yet  had  but  little,  and 
what  she  hath  had  is  not  now  to  be  accounted  for,  I  give  all  the 
rest  of  my  personal  property,  whether  it  be  in  my  own  hand,  or 
in  the  hands  of  others,  or  due  and  owing  from  others  to  me,  ex- 
cept among  them  shall  be  any  poor  widow  or  widows,  or  other 
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truly  poor  persons  not  able  to  pay  their  debts  to  me — my  will 
is  that  my  executor  shall  remit  it  and  not  trouble  them  for  it — 
yet  with  this  advertisement  that  by  poor  I  mean  such  as  are 
indeed  poor,  at  least  by  Divine  Providence,  and  not  by  idleness  ; 
nor  such  as  may  say  they  are  poor,  and  yet  can  find  wherewith 
to  drink,  revel  and  swagger,  and  make  themselves  poor  and 
others  too.  And  in  particular  to  her,  my  third  daughter  Doro- 
thy, I  give  and  bequeath  my  negro  maid  Hannah,  solemnly 
requiring,  that  into  whose  hands  soever  she  happen  to  come, 
they  use  her  well,  and  consider  that  she  hath  a  soul  to  save  as  well 
as  we,  and  is  a  Christian  and  therefore  that  they  make  conscience 
to  promote  her  in  reading,  catechism  and  all  Christianity — that 
she  may  profit  and  grow  in  religion  and  godliness,  and  attain  the 
end  of  her  baptism  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  and  this  I  require,  on  her 
behalf,  as  they  will  answer  the  neglect  thereof  before  God. 
For  the  execution  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  I  nominate, 
constitute  and  appoint  my  son-in-law,  Richard  Treat,  to  be  my 
sole  and  only  executor."  Dr.  Bulkley  died  at  Glastenbury  in 
the  year  1713,  at  the  age  of  78.  From  an  inscription  upon  his 
"  obscure  and  modest  grave-stone"  in  the  church  yard  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  it  appears  that  he  was  regarded  as  a  man  of  rare  abili- 
ties and  extraordinary  industry — excellent  in  learning — master 
of  many  languages — exquisite  in  his  skill  in  divinity,  physic  and 
law,  and  of  a  most  exemplary  and  Christian  life. 

The  next  application  to  the  Legislature  for  a  license  to 
practice  medicine  came  from  the  ancient  town  of  Stratford. 
Upon  the  memorial  of  doctor  James  Laborie  of  Stratford, 
showing  to  the  General  Assembly  that  he  has  been  in  the  prac- 
tice of  physic  for  many  years,  under  the  conduct  and  direction 
of  his  father,  who  was  a  well-known  gentleman,  of  great  skill 
and  practice,  and  being  desirous  to  pursue  practice  under  the 
allowance  of  the  general  court ;  Dr.  Laborie  requested  a 
license,  which  was  granted.  In  making  the  application,  the  doc- 
tor refers  to  the  great  skill  and  well-known  reputation  of  his 
father,  who  also  resided  at  Stratford.  A  friend  has  placed  at 
my  disposal  the  professional  bill  of  the  senior  Dr.  Laborie,  to 
which  I  wish  briefly  to  refer  you,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
what  remedies  were  used  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  since> 
and  what  remuneration  was  claimed  for  them.     Dr.  Laborie 
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was  summoned  over  the  river  to  Milford,  by  Mr.  Lyron,  the 
merchant  of  that  place,  whose  wife  was  suffering  from  hysteric 
paroxysm  or  some   nervous   affection.     The  doctor  promptly 
obeyed  the  summons,  and  with  three  men  to  row  him  over  the 
river  and  through  the  ice,  repaired  to  the  house  of  the  patient. 
That  he  attended  the  case  with  fidelity  is  apparent  from  the 
fact  that  in  a  few  weeks  he  sent  his  employer  a  bill  of  charges 
exceeding  £50.    Mr.  Lyron  wished  the  items,  of  what  he  prob- 
ably considered  a  large  account,  and  as  the  case  was  brought 
to  the  court  for  judgment,  the  doctor  was  required  to  make  out 
the  bill  in  detail.     From  that  account  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to    note    down  a  few  extracts.     "  Lewis  Lyron  Dr.   to  James 
Laborie  of  Stratford,  the  13th  day  of  December,  1700,  for  his 
wife — My  journey  through  the  ice  in  a  canoe  with  three   men 
to  put  me  over,  12s.     The  same  night  administered  to  his  wife 
hysteric  cordial,  comp.   diarectic  and   hysteric  drink,  £l   Us." 
For  several  days  the  hysteric  cordial  was  diligently  used  and 
several  pounds  were  charged  for  the  same.     In  about  ten  days 
the  remedy  was  changed,  and  lour  doses  of  my  sal.  polychrestes 
were    administered    at  the    expense  of  £l.     The  doctor  also 
charged  his  friend  for  "  my  pills  Royal"  and  "  my  polychrestes," 
and  the  "  elixir  vitac  of  mine,"  enough  to  show  that  he  held  them 
in  high  estimation.     For  blooding  the  arm,  the  charge  was  only 
Is. — for  blooding  the  foot,  2s. — and  for  a  blister  to  the  shoulder, 
the  cost  was  9s.     The  whole  amount  of  the  doctor's  bill  was 
£59  and  2s  ;  and  to  recover  this  sum  an   action  was  brought 
into  court :    "  Att  a  County  Court  held  in  Fairfield,  March  9th, 
170j.,  James  Laborie  of  Stratford,  physician,  pi'.,  contr.  Lewis 
Lyron  of  Milford,  defend'  in  an  action  of  debt  due  by  book, 
which  is  to  the  damage  of  the  said  James  Laborie  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds  current  money  of  the  colony  of  Connecti- 
cut.    In  this  action  the  jury  find  for  the  pi'.,  ye  defend'1  to  pay 
£ti2  18s.  and  6d.  cash,  and  cost  of  court — the  court  accepts  the 
jury's  verdict  and  give  judgment  accordingly.     Bill  of  cost  al- 
lowed £l  3s.   lOd.  cash— the  defend''  appeals  to  the  court  of 
assistants  at  Hartford  in  May  next,  and  the  defend''  and  Col. 
Matthew  Sherwood   acknowledge    themselves   bound    to    the 
treasury  of  the  county  in  a  Recognizance  of  £70  cash,  that  the 
defend'   shall  prosecute    his  appeal  to  effect,  and   answer  all 
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damages  in  case  he  make  not  his  plea  good."  The  defendant  in 
preparing  for  a  revisal  of  his  case,  sought  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
Clark  and  other  physicians  of  Boston,  and  also  of  Dr.  Fisk  of 
Milford.  From  the  former  gentlemen  the  following  document 
was  received : 

We  the  subscribers  being  requested  to  give  our  opinion  of 

Dr.  Laborie's  account,  upon  due  consideration,  are  of  opinion 

that  the  prices  of  medicines  in  that  account  are  extravagantly 

overcharged,  and  to  the  best  of  our  judgment,  considerably 

above   £30   more  than   any  honest  practitioner  would  have 

charged. 

Boston,  April  10,  1708. 

John  Clark, 

John  Cutter, 

Oliver  Noyes, 

Abijah  Savage. 

The  opinion  of  Dr.  Fisk  and  his  company  was  given  in  these 
worcls  : '■-  We  think  the  bill  to  be  very  unreasonable  and  ex- 
travagant in  these  respects— first,  he  has  set  a  certain  price  to 
an  uncertain  quantity,  of  which  he  makes  Mr.  Lyron  the  debtor. 
He  charges  Mr.  Lyron  £34  of  which  he  tells  neither  the  quan- 
tity nor  the  specific  quality,  save  only  he  says  cataplasm,  which 
is  no  more  than  to  say  poultice— we  may  suppose  it  to  be  made 
of  flax  seed,  or  hysteric,  which  is  no  more  than  something  for 
the  mother— we  may  think  it  to  be  motherwort  or  something 
like— or  diuretic,  which  may  be  pumpkin  seeds  or  parsely  roots. 
Considering  the  time,  either  he  must  be  extravagant  in  his 
doses  or  his  prices,  for  we  think  it  not  possible  for  any  patient  to 
use  such  quantity  of  medicine  in  so  short  a  time— wherefore 
we  are  verily  of  opinion  that  Doctor  Laborie  does  wrong  him- 
self and  Mr"  Lyron  both,  in  that  he  over-charges  Mr.  Lyron 
£34  for  these  particular  articles,  and  we  think  it  unreasonable 
for  a  physician  to  charge  his  patients  at  pleasure,  without  any 
demonstration  as  to  the  quantity  or  worth,  of  what  he  makes 
them  debtor  for,  and  how  Doctor  Laborie  will  make  out  the 
rest  of  his  bill  to  be  reasonable,  he  must  find  the  way  himself  if 
ne  can.  John  Fisk,  Prac.  Physic. 

May,  1708." 
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The  only  other  document  with  which  I  will  detain  you,  shows 
that  the  case  was  amicably  arranged  by  the  parties  to  the  con- 
troversy, without  obtaining  the  opinion  of  the  general  court. 

"  To  the  honorable  court  of  assistants,  now  sitting  at  New 
Haven  : — For  as  much  as  we  have  agreed  upon  the  case,  before 
your  court,  we  pray  you  would  please,  not  to  call  the  action  to 
an  hearing. 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

James   Laborie, 
Lewis  Lyron." 
Oct.  1708. 

In  l(i05,  the  general  court  having  had  sufficient  certificate  of 
Nathaniel  Wade's  good  ability  and  prosperous  success,  granted 
him  liberty  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  in  this  colony,  and 
expressed  their  desire  that  the  blessing  of  God  might  accompany 
his  endeavors.  Mr.  Wade  was  a  young  man  from  Boston, 
who  had  graduated  at  the  college  in  Cambridge,  and  had  pur- 
sued a  limited  course  of  medical  education.  He  first  removed 
to  Stratford,  where  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  Rev. 
Israel  Chauncey,  but  soon  transferred  his  residence  t<>  New 
Haven,  where  he  also  became  known  to  Rev.  .Mr.  Pierpont. 

In  May,  1005,  he  sent  to  the  general  court  the  following 
petition  for  their  honorable  license: — "The  petition  of  Na- 
thaniel Wade  humbly  sheweth,  that  being  admitted  an  inhabit- 
ant of  New  Haven — having  been  educated  at  the  college  in 
Cambridge,  under  special  advantages  of  knowledge  in  the  fac- 
ulty of  medicine  and  chirurgery,  for  some  time  used  in  those 
sciences  in  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  for  the  space  of  a 
year  and  a  half  within  this  government,  account  it  both  my 
duty  and  prudence  to  beg  your  honorable  allowance  for  serv- 
ing the  good  people  under  your  care  as  there  may  be  opportu- 
nity in  the  exercise  of  these  faculties,  and  your  honorable 
license  being  granted,  shall  oblige  your  humble  petitioner 
always  to  pray  that  God  will  make  your  walls  salvation  and 
your  gates  praise." 

This  petition  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Rev.  Mr. 
Chauncey  of  Stratford,  who  says  "I  have  been  advantaged  to 
have  acquaintance  with  the  aforesaid  Mr.  Wade  and  can  give 
5 


34 

testimony,  that  he  hath  had  great  opportunity  by  his  abode  with 
men  of  skill  in  Massachusetts,  so  he  hath  made  considerable 
proficiency  in  physic  and  chirurgery — and  may,  if  the  honora- 
ble court  shall  please  to  license  his  practice,  be  an  instrument 
of  great  good  in  these  ends  of  the  colony  where  men  of  skill 
are  so  scarce."  These  documents  were  enclosed  in  a  letter  from 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Pierpont  of  New  Haven,  where  Mr.  Wade  had 
improved  his  abilities.  Mr.  Pierpont  had  "received  letters  from 
Dr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Brattle  and  Mr.  Stoddard  of  Northampton, 
which  furnished  a  good  account  of  not  only  his  education,  man- 
ners, pious  inclinations,  but  also  of  his  manifest  and  known  ca- 
pacity in  the  mysteries  of  medicine  and  chirurgery."  He  adds 
"  we  have  had  satisfactory  experience  at  New  Haven,  and,  ac- 
cording to  my  observation,  for  his  time,  he  has  so  accomplished 
that  we  have  great  reason  of  both  satisfaction  and  thankfulness." 
Mr.  Pierpont  adds  a  postscript  to  his  letter,  having  no  reference 
to  the  application  of  Mr.  Wade,  which  shows  that  opinions 
change  with  the  changing  tide.  There  existed  at  that  time  a 
law  in  the  colony,  which  prohibited  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  grain — the  writer  urged  the  general  court  to  repeal  that 
law,  on  the  ground  that  "  rye  was  a  drug  in  the  market  and 
spirits  very  scarce." 

The  following  petitions  for  a  license  to  practice  medicine  in 
the  colony,  were  presented  to  the  general  court,  and  were  most 
of  them  granted. 

Petition  of  John  Fisk  of  Milford. — "That  whereas  relating  to 
physic  and  chirurgery,  the  laws  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king 
the  security  of  the  practitioner  and  the  safety  of  the  public  ren- 
ders it  requisite  and  necessary,  that  those  who  practice  on  the 
bodies  of  their  neighbors,  where  life  and  limbs  are  concerned, 
should  be  persons  approved  therein,  and  licensed  thereto;  and 
whereas  I  have  now  by  the  providence  of  God,  the  bounds  of 
my  habitation  within  this  your  colony,  where  I  am  engaged  in 
and  obliged  to  practice  the  above  said  art — Therefore,  I  petition 
for  a  license  to  practice  therein." 

From  Wrentham,  where  Dr.  Fisk  had  formerly  resided,  a  cer- 
tificate was  appended,  "  that  John  Fisk  had  for  many  years,  and 
with  good  success,  practiced  in  the   arts  of  physic  and  chirur- 
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gery,  and  had  made  many  notable  cures,  and  had  generally 
been  accounted  one  of  good  skill  and  understanding  in  many 
maladies  and  their   remedies,  of  which  some  of  us  have   had 
experience." 
21st  Feb.  1694. 

1705.  Selectmen  and  others  of  Norwalk,  in  behalf  of  John 
Copp. — "If  any  petition  shall  be  presented  in  behalf  of  JohnCopp, 
school-master,  of  our  town,  to  be  an  approved  physician,  these 
lines  are  to  assure  your  honors,  that  it  will  be  well  accepted 
and  approved  by  most  people  among  us.  We  judge  him  to  be 
a  safe  and  consciencious  man,  and  have  experienced  consider- 
able good  by  his  administration  among  us." 

170i.  The  next  petition  was  from  Obidiah  Ilosford  of  He- 
bron, for  a  license  to  practice.  The  testimonials  which  he  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Assembly  were,  one  from  GerBhom  Bulkley, 
and  the  other  from  Samuel  Mather.  The  former  knew  from 
certain  rumors,  and  in  part  from  himself,  that  he  "  hath  practiced 
for  years,  but  as  for  his  learning,  skill  and  success  in  said  art 
and  practice  of  physic,  1  know  nothing."  Dr.  .Mather  certified 
that  he  had  heard  of  his  practice  some  years  past,  and  by  the 
good  acceptance  he  hath  had  among  his  people,  and  by  what 
he  had  gained  by  reading  and  experience  in  that  science, 
Dr.  Mather  approved  of  his  being  an  allowed  physician.  Dr. 
Bulkley's  certificate  bears  date  Glastenbury,  May  7th,  and  Dr. 
Mather's,  Windsor,  May   10th,    171-'. 

1721.  Dr.  Blogget,  Plainfield.  "Whereas  Wm.  Blogget  of 
Plainfield,  hath  practiced  physic  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut, 
sundry  years — We,  the  subscribers,  would  inform  the  General 
Assembly,  that  he  hath  had  good  success  in  his  practice,  and 
hath  done  much  good,  through  I  !"d*s  blessing,  to  many  distressed 
sick  people — sundry  of  us  having  much  improved  him,  also 
that  he  is  accounted  a  skillful  physician  as  well  by  doctors,  as 
by  those  who  have  improved  him.  ' 

This  petition  bears  the  signature  of  many  residents  in  Plain- 
field  and  Canterbury.  The  prayer  of  Win.  Blogget  declared 
that  he  '  had  for  many  years  studied  the  art  and  method  of  phy- 
sic— had  made  divers  experiments,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  with 
good  success,  to  the  satisfaction  ot  those  who  have  been  bene- 
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fited  and  blessed  thereby,  besides  the  judgment  and  approba- 
tion of  divers  able  doctors  in  the  neighboring  governments, 
doth  therefore  pray  the  Hon.  Assembly  to  grant  the  suppliant  a 
license  or  commission  to  practice  physic,  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases."  This  prayer  and  the  recommendation  did  not  avail,  and 
the  license  of  Mr.  Blogget  was  not  granted. 

As  Dr.  Blogget  was  a  physician  of  some  fame  and  large  ex- 
perience in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  State,  I  was  interested  to 
know  why  his  petition,  endorsed  by  the  population  of  Canter- 
bury and  Plainfield,  should  have  been  refused.  I  found  no  ob- 
jection to  his  moral  character — no  want  of  medical  skill,  for 
he  practiced  to  satisfaction— which  implied  that  those  who  wit- 
nessed the  doctor's  proceedings,  and  those  who  tried  his  medi- 
cines, were  satisfied  with  the  result.  The  petition  of  Dr.  Blog- 
get shows  plainly  enough  that  he  was  an  illiterate  man,  who 
could  not  with  propriety  be  reckoned  with  the  members  of  any 
learned'  profession.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  those  who 
teach,  and  of  those  who  examine  medical  students,  to  the  fact 
that  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  deficiency  in  literary 
attainments  was  a  fatal  bar  to  those  who  sought  to  be  enrolled, 
under  legislative  sanction,  with  the  physicians  of  the  colony. 
Let  that  bar  remain,  sustained  as  it  has  been  by  the  verdict  of 
public  opinion — by  the  judgment  of  our  own  profession — by  the 
laws  of  our  wide-spread  country. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  a  young  resident  of 
Hartford  left  the  colony  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
medical  education.  In  accordance  with  English  custom,  he 
pursued  the  study  seven  years,  with  a  physician  in  Boston, 
and  on  his  return  to  Hartford,  commenced  the  practice.  In 
the  year  1723,  (he  was  then  twenty-eight  years  old,)  he  ap- 
plied to  the  general  court  for  a  license,  and  his  application 
being  enforced  by  the  good  opinions  of  Dr's.  Mather  and 
Hooker,  was  granted.  From  that  time  Dr.  Bull  was  in  ac- 
tive business ;  his  manners  were  courteous,  his  opinions  were 
held  in  high  estimation,  and  his  advice  was  sought  for  by 
those  who  needed  his  counsel  in  every  part  of  the  county. 
In  short,  he  was  for  many  years  the  physician  of  the  county ; 
and  among  his  pupils  were  the  first  Dr.  Wells  of  Berlin,  Dr. 
Hart  and  Dr.  Rogers  of  Danbury.     Dr.  Bull  built  a  house  on 
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Main-street,  where  the  South  Baptist  Church  now  stands.  It 
was  not  many  years  ago  occupied  by  his  son,  the  late  Judge 
Bull,  and  in  his  garden  have  been  erected  five  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful houses  in  Main-street. 

In  the  year  1720,  Benj.  Hall  of  Wallingford,  applied  for  a 
license  from  the  General  Assembly  to  practice  physic,  which 
was  granted. 

1733.  "Whereas  Uriah  Rogers  of  Norwalk,  late  an  appren- 
tice to  Jonathan  Bull,  physician  of  Hartford,  hath  desired  the 
subscribers  to  certify  others  of  his  practice  in  physic  since  his 
living  in  Norwalk — These  are  therefore  to  signify  his  practice 
has  been  full  and  large — his  success  very  good— his  behaviour 
grave,  modest  and  obliging,  and  he  seems  to  be  well  acquainted 
both  with  distempers  and  medicine.  If  he  applies  to  the  Gen. 
Assembly  for  a  license  to  practice  we  believe  he  will  answer 
such  a  character. 

John  Copp, 
Dan'l  Chapman." 

The  same  year  Sam']  Porter  of  Farmington,  applied  lor  and 
received  a  license  to  practice  medicine  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  colony. 

These  cases  are  sufficient  to  show  in  what  manner  the  earli- 
est physicians  in  the  colony  became  authorized  to  practice 
medicine  and  surgery.  If  allowed  by  the  General  Assembly, 
they  were  not  required  to  pay  taxes,  and  were  excused  from 
military  and  Other  personal  duties  till  the  year  1740,  after  which 
they  were  taxed  the  same  as  other  citizens.  It  does  not  appear 
that  all  who  practiced  physic  in  the  colony,  were  authorized  by 
the  Legislature.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  young  man 
to  enter  upon  the  study  of  medicine,  under  the  guidance  of 
some  neighboring  physician,  to  ride  with  him  till  he  felt  com- 
petent to  ride  alone  and  then,  with  a  certificate  of  his  good 
character  and  satisfactory  attainments,  to  become  a  candidate 
for  public  favor. 

The  following  is  a  fair  specimen  of  the  testimony  to  which  I 
have  referred  : 

"  This  may  certify  whom  it  may  concern  that  I  ye  subscriber 
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for  two  years  time  have  given  Thomas  Thompson  at  Farming- 
ton  sundry  directions  in  ye  mysteries  of  physic  and  chirurgery 
and  doe  find  that  ye  said  Thompson  hath  made  a  considerable 
progress  in  said  arts  and  withal  finding  him  to  be  very  careful 
in  his  practice  and  administrations — doe  judge  him  to  be  a  man 
as  likely  to  do  good  in  said  mysteries  as  any  man  I  know  of 
that  is  not  advantaged  with  college  learning. 
"Farmington,  March  ye  29th,  1703. 

"  Thomas  Hastings,  licensed  phisician,  &c." 

"  This  may  certify  that  I  the  subscriber  do  judge  the  above 
said  Thos  :  Thompson  has  a  considerable  insight  in  the  art  of 
physic  and  chirurgery  and  has  for  many  years  practiced  the 
said  art  and  with  good  success  in  his  administrations. 

"  Farmington,  May  the  12th,  1721. 

"Samuel  Porter,  allowed  chirurgeon." 

CLERICAL    PHYSICIANS. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  colony  there  was  a  class  of  men,  who, 
in  their  training  for  one  sphere  of  usefulness  were  incidentally 
qualified  for  another.  These  were  the  clerical  physicians. 
They  were  generally  well  educated,  of  unquestioned  piety,  and 
more  than  ordinary  industry.  Of  the  more  distinguished  of 
these  men  were  Gershom  Bulkley  of  Wethersfield,  to  whom  I 
have  already  referred,  and  Isaiah  Collins  of  Litchfield.  They 
both  resigned  the  ministerial  office,  and  in  their  old  age  devoted 
their  energies  to  the  medical  profession.  Others,  like  Elliot  of 
Killingworth,  Fiske  of  Haddam,  and  John  Bulkley  of  Colches- 
ter, continued  to  exercise  the  functions  of  both  professions  till 
their  days  of  usefulness  were  ended. 

Jared  Elliott  was  the  son  of  the  minister  at  Guilford,  and  the 
grandson  of  the  more  celebrated  John  Elliott,  who  wrote 
against  the  use  of  wigs  and  tobacco,  and  labored  with  great 
zeal  and  success  for  the  conversion  of  the  Indians.  Jared  El- 
liott was  born  in  1685,  and  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1706. 
Three  years  after  leaving  college,  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
church  at  Killingworth,  but  he  was  more  known  as  a  useful 
physician  than  distinguished  as  an  eloquent  divine.  To  drain 
the  lands  and  make  them  productive,  to  raise  the  mulberry-tree 
and  furnish  the  colony  with  silk,  and  to  superintend  the  agri- 
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cultural  improvements  of  his  farm,  were  objects  to  which  his 
attention  was  occasionally  devoted;  but  the  great  business  of 
his  life  was  the  practice  of  the  healing  art.  For  this  purpose 
he  studied  much,  and  was  well  versed  in  the  works  of  Hippo- 
crates, Galen  and  Celsus.  His  practice  was  extensive,  and  as 
his  success  in  the  treatment  of  chronic  ailments  was  great,  he 
was  called  often  to  visit  patients  in  every  part  of  the  colony. 
He  was  the  personal  friend  and  correspondent  of  Berkeley  and 
Franklin,  and  the  instructor  of  several  medical  pupils.  For 
forty  years  he  is  said  to  have  preached  every  Sunday,  and  to 
have  devoted  some  part  of  every  week  to  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. He  was  methodical  in  making  his  arrangements  and  in- 
dustrious  in  their  execution.  He  was,  moreover  liberal  in  his 
character — enjoyed  a  high  reputation  in  his  life  time,  and  left 
an  honored  reputation  behind  him. 

Dr.  Elliott  died  at  Killingworth  in  17<i:i. 
Rev.  Phineas  Fisk  was  a  cotemporary  of  Dr.  Elliott,  and  a 
son  of  Dr.  John  Fisk  of  Milford,  to  u  hose  opinion  of  Dr.  Labo- 
rie's  indefinite  charges  I  have  already  referred  you.  To  Rev. 
Dr.  Field  of  H  add  am,  1  am  indebted  for  the  following  sketch  of 
the  character  of  the  Rev.  Phineas  Fisk  : — He  was  a  man  of 
great  respectability  and  excellence,  both  as  a  divine  and  phy- 
sician. He  was  graduated  at  ^  ale  College  in  1704,  and  was 
appointed  tutor  of  that  institution,  and  after  the  deatli  of  Rector 
Pearson,  the  under  classes  were  especially  under  his  care  ;  he 
maintained  his  connection  with  the  college  six  years,  and  had  a 
high  reputation  as  an  instructor.  He  was  then  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  was  subsequently  ordained  pastor,  with 
the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Hobart  oi'  lladdam.  How  early  he  studied 
medicine  is  not  known.  His  lather,  John  Fiske  of  Milford,  was 
a  physician,  and  he  may  have  studied  with  him,  even  before 
he  turned  his  attention  to  divinity.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  be- 
came an  eminent  practitioner,  and  might  have  had  as  much 
fame  as  Dr.  Elliott  had  he  lived  as  long.  He  was  much  known 
and  greatly  esteemed  in  his  day. 

John  Bulkley  of  Colchester,  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1699,  and  three  years  afterwards  ordained  and  settled 
at  Colchester.  While  in  college  he  was  a  distinguished  scholar, 
and  he  extended  his  researches  into  the  various  departments  of 
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law,  medicine  and  theology.  He  was  classed  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Chauncey  as  among  the  men  most  eminent  for  strength  of  genius 
and  powers  of  mind  which  New  England  had  produced  ;  and  by 
Peters,  who  rarely  wasted  compliments  upon  the  good  people 
of  Connecticut,  the  Bulkleys  are  spoken  of  with  respect. 
"  Colchester  has  to  boast  of  Rev.  John  Bulkley  for  its  first 
minister,  whose  grandfather,  Peter  Bulkley,  possessed  a  gentle- 
man's estate  in  Bedfordshire,  which  he  sold  and  spent  the  pro- 
duce among  his  servants  in  Massachusetts.  "  John  Bulkley 
was  a  great  scholar,  and  suffering  prudence  to  govern  his 
hard  temper,  he  conciliated  the  esteem  of  all  parties  and 
became  the  ornament  of  the  sober  dissenters  in  Connecti- 
cut. He  was  a  lawyer,  a  physician,  and  a  divine  ;  he  pub- 
lished an  ingenious  pamphlet  to  prove  that  the  title  of  the 
people  to  their  lands  was  good,  because  they  had  taken  them 
out  of  the  state  of  nature.  His  argument  satisfied  many  who 
thought  their  titles  were  neither  legal,  just  nor  scriptural,  indeed 
it  may  seem  conclusive  if  his  major  proposition  be  granted,  that 
the  English  found  Connecticut  in  a  state  of  nature.  His  son 
John,  was  a  lawyer  and  physician  of  great  reputation,  and  was 
appointed  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  very  young.  He  and 
his  father  were  suspected  to  be  not  sound  in  the  faith,  be- 
cause they  used  in  their  prayers,  some  portion  of  the  English 
Liturgy." 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  respecting  the  personal  appear- 
ance of  our  early  predecessors.  Some  of  them,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  were  clergymen  who  appeared  in  public 
with  their  wig  and  cocked  hat,  and  would  have  thought  it  unbe- 
coming to  exhibit  themselves  in  any  other  dress.  Those  phy- 
sicians who  assumed  the  character  of  learned  and  well  behaved 
members  of  the  profession,  were  bedecked  like  the  clergy,  in  a 
professional  costume.  As  an  illustration  of  the  fact,  1  may  re- 
fer to  the  portraits  of  the  old  physicians,  and  also  to  their  ward- 
robes. Jonathan  Williams  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1722, 
and  pursued  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Wethersfield  until  he 
died,  in  1738.  He  was  but  thirty  years  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  the  Probate  Office  at  Hartford,  is  an  inventory  of 
his  estate,  from  which  I  make  the  following  extract : — Hat  and 
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bands,  £2  12s. ;  Wig,  £l  10s.  ;  Best  coat  was  valued£l0  ;  and 
his  Leather  breeches,  £3  5s. 

His  library  consisted  of  the  Modern  Physician,  by  Philip 
Woodhouse,  and  the  Principles  of  Medicine,by  Thomas  Morgan; 
The  History  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  a  copy  of  Euclid  were 
his  miscellaneous  books,  all  valued  at  something  more  than  20s. 

I  wish  next  to  invite  your  attention  to  Dr.  James  Hurlburt 
of  Berlin,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1717.  At  the  beginning 
of  his  professional  career  he  was  distinguished  for  industry  and 
talents,  and  soon  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  a  learned 
man  and  skillful  physician.  Students  applied  to  him  for  in- 
struction, patients  for  relief,  and  neighboring  physicians  for 
counsel.  Respected  for  his  learning,  and  admired  for  his  genius, 
the  doctor  might  have  pursued  a  course  of  unvarying  prosper- 
ity, but  the  brilliancy  of  his  morning  sun  was  obscured  by  the 
clouds  of  noon-day,  and  by  the  thick  darkness  of  evening.  He 
adopted  the  practice  of  drinking  ardent  spirits,  at  first  mode- 
rately and  occasionally,  but  his  moderation  was  soon  converted 
into  excess,  and  his  occasional  potations  became  frequent  and 
immoderate  ;  and  the  doctor  became  a  slave  to  vicious  indul. 
gence.  He  was  no  longer  the  pleasant  associate  of  other  phy- 
sicians— no  longer  the  gentleman  whom  all  were  glad  to  meet, 
nor  the  esteemed  physician  whom  men  of  prudence  would  wish 
to  consult ;  but  a  sot  in  his  appearance,  a  vagabond  in  his 
habits,  he  lived  to  disgrace  himself  and  indict  a  stigma  upon 
his  profession.  Dr.  Woodward  informs  us  that  he  would  not 
in  his  latter  years,  prescribe  for  any  patient  till  the  square  bot- 
tle of  rum  was  placed  under  his  entire  and  exclusive  control. 
He  used,  at  the  same  time,  enormous  quantities  of  opium — rum 
for  excitement,  and  opium  to  steady  the  effects  of  the  rum. 
"  For  many  of  his  last  years  all  the  avails  of  his  practice  were 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  opium,  but  he  was  rarely  intoxica. 
ted,  and  when  so  much  under  the  influence  of  alcohol  as  not  to 
be  able  to  stand,  his  mind  would  appear  to  be  clear,  and  his 
judgment  unimpaired.  When  in  the  attire  of  a  vagrant,  he 
walked  about  supported  by  his  staff,  lame,  filthy  and  miserable ; 
if  his  attention  was  engaged  to  any  subject  of  learning,  he 
would  exhibit  such  resources  of  information,  such  powers  of 
logic,  such  judicious  and  sensible  remarks  as  would  astonish  all 
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his  auditors,  nnd  particularly  surprise  strangers."  The  doctor's 
usual  place  of  residence  was  at  Berlin,  near  the  line  of  the 
Hartford  and  New  Haven  railroad,  but  he  tasted  his  last  dram 
and  uttered  his  last  groan  at  the  house  of  some  friend  in  Weth- 
ersfield,  where  he  was  buried.  There  was  neither  monument 
nor  beacon  placed  over  his  grave  to  tell  the  visitor  how  he  rose 
to  a  station  of  eminence,  and  how  he  sunk  to  the  condition  of 
poverty  and  contempt. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  pupils  of  Dr.  Hurlburt,  of  whom  the 
most  eminent  was  Dr.  Bird  of  Litchfield.  He,  too,  was  a  man 
of  uncommon  talent,  who  paid  as  much  reverence  to  Boerheave 
and  the  brandy  bottle,  as  had  ever  been  exhibited  by  his 
learned  but  eccentric  teacher,  but  he  was  more  prudent  in  his 
financial  arrangements  and  maintained  to  the  last  his  position 
in  society.  "  He  was,"  says  Dr.  Buel,  "  a  remarkable  man 
and  the  vigor  of  his  mind  was  what  I  think  may  be  called  pro- 
digious." His  son  John,  a  member  of  Congress  from  the  state 
of  New  York,  was  a  man  of  great  and  original  genius,  eccentric 
and  imaginative,  not  so  much  distinguished  for  sound  common 
sense  as  his  father,  but  in  my  limited  opportunities  I  have 
known  of  no  instances  of  what  I  thought  superior  original 
powers  of  mind,  to  those  of  the  Birds,  father  and  son."  An 
opinion  was  once  prevalent  in  this  state,  and  Hurlburt  and  Bird 
may  have  given  it  currency,  that  those  physicians  who  used  ar- 
dent spirits  freely,  were  the  very  best  doctors,  if  their  services 
could  be  secured  before  it  was  too  late  in  the  day— in  other 
words,  that  a  certain  amount  of  stimulation  sharpened  the  intel- 
lect, and  enabled  them  to  prescribe  for  the  various  forms  of 
disease  with  extraordinary  skill  and  success.  This  idea,  which 
fortunately  for  the  cause  of  good  morals,  has  become  obsolete, 
probably  originated  at  a  time  when  physicians  under  the  ex- 
citement of  ardent  spirits,  discoursed  most  fluently  respecting 
medical  theories,  and  most  confidently  concerning  the  great 
success  of  their  own  practice.  The  oratory  of  a  physician  un- 
der this  artificial  excitement  might  have  been  more  impressive 
than  the  dry  discourse  of  his  sober  mood,  but  it  was  a  mere 
delusion,  to  infer  that  his  practice  was  more  safe  or  more 
effectual. 

Dr.  Bird,  however,  appears  to  have  formed  a  high  estimate 
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of  the  remedial  powers  of  brandy.  In  his  old  age  his  eyes  be- 
came red  and  inflamed,  and  a  friend  suggested  to  him  that  he 
would  not  advise  a  patient  in  his  situation  the  same  course  of 
living.  Bird  replied,  I  can  do  without  eyes  but  I  cannot  live 
without  brandy.  He  was  probably  admonished  by  the  sad 
career  of  Hurlburt  to  make  some  provisions  for  the  future- 
He  was  moreover  disposed  to  encourage  others  to  adopt  the 
same  precautions.  On  one  occasion,  having  met  Dr.  Catlin  in 
consultation  and  disposed  of  the  case  of  the  patient,  Bird  ob- 
served to  his  friend,  "Catlin,  you  are  devilish  poor,  and  ought 
not  to  be  so.  I  have  laid  by  something  for  a  rainy  day.  and  it 
is  not  too  late  to  retrieve  your  circumstances — charge  more, 
take  care  of  your  money,  and  in  five  years  you  will  be  as  well 
oil' as  I  am."  Catlin's  pungent  reply  was,  "  No,  Bird,  four  years 
of  rascality  won't  do  it." 

Dr.  Bird  «/as  born  at  Bethlem  in  1733,  and  died  at  Litchfield 
at  the  age  of  72  years;  he  and  his  preceptor  may  be  regarded 
as  uncommon  specimens  of  the  drinking  doctors  of  <  Connecticut. 

The  next  most  eminent  physician  who  practiced  medicine  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  was  Norman  Morrison.  He  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Western  Isles  of  Scotland — was  educated  at  the  I'ui- 

versity  of  Edinburgh,  which  was  at  that  time  acquiring  distinc- 
tion by  the  character  ol  its  medical  school.  Having  completed 
his  medical  studies,  be  left  Glasgow  lor  this  country  in  1736. 
Cullen,  at  that  time,  was  21  years  of  age,  and  shortly  after- 
wards commenced  his  brilliant  career  of  instruction.  Doctor 
Morrison  came  with  a  full  consciousness  of  the  dignity  of  bis 
profession,  and  of  his  own  personal  duty  to  sustain  it.  He  was 
the  first  man  in  the  colony  who  separated  the  practice  of  med- 
icine from  pharmacy,  and  encouraged  the  establishment  of  an 
independent  apothecary  in  this  city,  and  by  so  doing  he  proved 
himself  in  advance  of  the  other  physicians. 

When  he  first  arrived  in  the  country,  he  purchased  of  Mr. 
Sheldon  of  Sullield,  a  house  and  lot  in  Main-street,  a  few  rods 
North  of  the  Court  House.  Temple-street  was  subsequently 
opened  through  his  grounds,  and  the  .Market  and  City  Hall 
stand  on  its  eastern  borders.  Dr.  Morrison  was  at  all  times 
regarded  as  a  learned  physician,  and  to  him  many  young  men 
of  the  colony,  resorted  for  instruction. 
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Alexander  Woolcott  of  Windsor,  son  of  the  governor,  and  John 
Osborne  of  Middletown,  son  of  the  first  doctor  Osborne,  were 
the  most  distinguished  of  his  pupils.  He  married  the  widow  of 
Mr.  John  Smith,  a  young  merchant  in  the  London  trade,  and 
by  his  marriage  acquired  a  large  accession  to  his  property. 
He  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  professional  brethren,  and  was 
frequently  solicited  to  visit  their  patients  in  consultation. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  requested  to  visit  a  patient  with  Dr- 
Andrews,  who  resided  on  the  borders  of  Farmington  and  Ber- 
lin, and  was  known  as  the  Indian  doctor,  whose  skill  had  been 
derived  from  his  friendly  intercourse  with  the  natives.  As  he 
was  an  unlearned  man  who  had  never  pursued  any  course  of 
medical  studies,  our  Scotch  doctor  was  in  some  perplexity  as 
to  whether  he  should  obey  the  summons  or  decline  it.  Dignity 
said  "  no"— duty  said  "yes,"  and  conscience  was  appeased  by 
appointing  a  time  when  he  would  visit  the  patient.  But  the 
letter  was  in  Latin,  and  gave  no  light  to  Andrews  till  he  re- 
sorted to  a  neighboring  clergyman,  who  translated  it  into 
English.  Andrews,  who  had  been  with  the  Indians  enough  to 
gain  something  of  their  language,  returned  an  answer  to  Dr. 
Morrison  in  the  native  dialect,  and  in  this  instance,  the  Yankee 
was  too  shrewd  for  the  Scotchman.  In  the  midst  of  his  profes- 
sional usefulness,  Dr.  Morrison's  only  son  was  seized  with  small 
pox,  and  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  that  period,  the  civil 
authority  interfered  and  required  the  unfortunate  young  man  to 
be  removed  to  some  house  remote  from  his  family,  and  there  he 
died.  Indignation  and  sorrow  mingled  in  the  father's  heart,  and 
were  depicted  in  his  countenance.  The  son  was  brought  to 
his  father's  garden  and  buried,  and  there  by  his  side,  at  a  future 
day,  were  placed  the  remains  of  Dr.  Norman  Morrison.  The 
following  inscription  was  copied  from  his  monument : — "  Under 
this  monument  are  Buried  the  Remains  of  Norman  Morrison, 
who  being  born  in  the  Westerns  Island  of  Scotland  and  educated 
at  Edinburgh,  lived  a  physician  inferior  to  none — an  husband, 
brother,  father  and  friend  among  the  most  excellent ;  in  man- 
ners gentle,  to  those  in  need,  liberal ;  kind  and  beneficent  to  all, 
and  a  Christian  without  deceit.  He  died  much  loved  and  la- 
mented, the  9th  of  April,  1761,  in  yB  55th  year  of  his  age. 
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Any  reference  to  the  physicians  of  Hartford  county  would 
be  incomplete  if  it  contained  no  allusioji  to  Dr.  Alexander  Wool- 
cott  of  Windsor.  He  was  born  in  1711,  graduated  at  Yale 
College  in  1731,  and  shortly  afterwards  became  a  student  of 
medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  Norman  Morrison.  His  father 
had  been  the  chosen  leader  of  that  band  of  adventurers  who 
left  Connecticut  for  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  for  the  suc- 
cess of  that  bold  enterprise,  much  was  due  to  the  valor  and  dis- 
cretion of  Oliver  Woolcott.  The  successful  hero  shortly  after- 
wards became  governor  of  the  colony.  His  son  Alexander 
pursued  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  most  auspicious  cir- 
cumstances. At  college  he  was  distinguished  for  his  classical 
attainments,  and  afterwards  for  the  energy  with  which  he 
unravelled  the  mysteries  of  the  healing  art.  When  he  had  fin- 
ished his  course  of  medical  studies,  Dr.  Woolcott  returned  to 
Windsor  to  practice  the  duties  of  his  profession.  His  library  VI  as 
large  and  well  selected,  and  its  array  of  folios,  mostly  in  Latin, 
which  would  make  a  student  of  this  day  shudder  with  appre- 
hension. Yet  in  such  a  form  were  the  works  of  Bonetus,  Sen- 
nertus  and  Morgagni,  while  in  less  ponderous  shape,  but  in  the 
same  language,  were  found  the  first  edition  of  the  great  work  of 
Sydenham  ;  and  Dr.  Woolcott  was  in  the  practice  of  reading 
these  ponderous  tomes  of  Latin  and  Greek,  though  one  of  the 
sons,  to  whom  they  devolved,  looked  upon  them  as  excellent 
waste  paper,  and  as  such  employed  them.  Thirty  years  ago 
the  remnant  of  this  ancient  library  came  into  my  possession, 
and  at  that  time  it  contained  '200  volumes  of  what  a  medical 
man  may  designate  as  the  early  lathers  of  his  profession. 

About  the  year  1740  Dr.  Woolcott  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  at  Windsor.  He  had  a  faithful  domestic  to  escort 
him  when  he  visited  his  patients,  and  to  aid  him  in  preparing 
medicines  for  the  sick.  In  this  way,  Primus  and  his  master 
lived  on  for  years,  till  it  occurred  to  the  latter,  that  the  old 
negro  should  be  released  from  bondage.  Primus  was  free,  but 
he  did  not  waste  months  in  doubt  respecting  his  future  employ- 
ment. He  immediately  removed  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river,  and  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  doctor,  and  as  such  fre- 
quently employed.     On  one  occasion  he  was  requested  to  visit 
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a  sick  child  at  Poquonnock.  Primus  obeyed  the  summons,  and 
employed  such  remedies  as,  in  his  judgment,  the  case  demanded. 
On  his  way  home,  he  rapped  at  the  door  of  his  old  master,  who 
came  out  to  inquire  what  was  wanted.  "  Nothing  particular, 
master,  I  called  to  say  that  I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  child  of  our 
old  neighbor — found  it  a  very  simple  case,  and  said  to  the 
mother  it  was  not  necessary  for  her  to  send  so  far  for  a  doctor, 
for  you  would  have  done  for  the  child  just  as  well  as  any  one 
else."  His  practice,  however,  was  mainly  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  where  he  more  frequently  crossed  the  path  of  Dr. 
Mather.  On  some  such  occasion,  the  doctor  accosted  him — ■ 
"  What,  Primus,  do  you  practice  yet  ?"  "  Only  in  difficult 
cases,  master,"  was  the  old  negro's  reply. 

Both  in  difficult  cases  and  in  plain  ones,  Primus  found  em- 
ployment for  his  old  age,  and  was  esteemed  a  physician  of  some 
skill,  as  he  was  a  man  of  more  than  common  shrewdness.  Dr. 
Woolcott  was  greatly  respected  in  his  old  age,  for  he  had  laid 
that  foundation  on  which  the  homage  of  other  people  is  fre- 
quently based — he  had  laid  by  stores  of  medical  knowledge, 
which  he  had  imparted  freely  to  the  sick  and  suffering — he  was 
respected  because  he  was  useful  to  others,  and  because  he  re- 
spected himself.  Two  of  his  sons  were  physicians,  one  who 
practiced  at  Windsor  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and  Simon, 
who  resided  at  New  London,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

When  in  1776  the  General  Assembly  was  forced  to  make 
some  provision  for  the  medical  staff  of  the  army,  they  chose  a 
committee  to  examine  all  who  applied  for  the  post  of  surgeons 
or  surgeons'  mates.  Dr.  Woolcott  was  at  the  head  of  that 
committee. 

PHYSICIANS    OF    THE    ARMY. 

The  war  in  which  the  colonies  were  involved,  elicited  some 
degree  of  medical  talents.  During  the  Pequot  war,  Gershom 
Bulkley  was  elected  surgeon  of  the  forces  raised  in  Connecticut 
to  repress  Indian  hostilities.  His  pay  was  but  the  moderate 
allowance  of  14  shillings  per  week.  In  the  year  1742,  an  ex- 
pedition against  Louisburg  was  promoted  by  the  English  gov- 
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eminent,  and  the  colonies  embarked  with  as  much  zeal  as  if  the 
quarrel  had  been  their  own.  The  Connecticut  forces,  under 
the  command  of  General  Woolcott,  and  Dr's.  Reed  of  Sims. 
bury,  Durand  of  Derby,  and  Wheeler  of  Stratford,  were  chosen 
by  the  general  court  to  accompany  the  expedition,  as  medical 
attendants.  Soon  afterwards  four  regiments  of  the  American 
colonies  were  sent  to  co-operate  with  the  English,  in  a  military 
excursion  against  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  and  Dr.  Tudor  of 
East  Windsor,  was  one  of  the  physicians  who  attended  that  ill- 
fated  expedition.  For  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  inva- 
sion of  Cuba,  an  hundred  years  ago,  was  not  more  successful 
than  in  our  own  day.  The  Spanish  forces  offered  but  weak 
resistance,  but  the  fatal  climate  of  the  Ilavanna  was  irresistible, 
and  the  English  forces,  with  their  colonial  allies,  were  compelled 
to  retreat  from  the  pestilence  which  walked  in  darkness.  Of 
course,  in  this  expedition, there  was  great  call  for  medical  skill-, 
and  a  good  opportunity  for  its  display.  That  Dr.  Tudor  was 
abundantly  employed,  and  that  Ins  services  were  duly  apprecia- 
ted, no  one  will  question  who  knew  the  character  of  the  man. 
lie  returned  with  the  expedition  to  England,  whore  he  acquired 
knowledge  and  dispensed  it  as  an  hospital  surgeon,  and  at  the 
end  of  ten  years  was  permitted  to  retire  with  that  most  satisfac- 
tory of  all  testimonials — half-pay  for  life,  lie  left  England 
when  he  was  34  years  old,  and  died  at  East  Windsor  in  March, 
18'2(>,  at  the  age  of  03 — having  enjoyed  the  pension  of  the 
British  government  about  60  years.  In  the  meantime,  he  pur- 
sued the  practice  of  his  profession  at  East  Windsor,  where  he 
spent  a  long  life  of  useful  labor,  respected  by  his  brethren,  hon- 
ored and  loved  by  his  patients.  Dr.  Tudor  was  an  earnest 
friend  of  this  society  when  it  was  first  established,  and  for  many 
years  an  active  member  of  the  same. 

In  the  year  1755,  another  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the 
colony  to  resist  the  aggressions  of  the  French.  The  medical 
men  who  were  appointed  to  attend  that  expedition,  were: 

Timothy  Collins  of  Litchfield, 

Jonathan  Marsh  of  Norwich, 

Sam'l  Ely  of  Durham. 
The   army   to  which  these  were  attached  was  sent  against 
Crow  ti  Point.   Each  surgeon  was  to  be  furnished  with  a  complete 
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set  of  instruments,  and  a  box  of  medicines,  at  the  charge  of  the 
colony,  and  each  was  to  receive  £7  per  month  for  his  services. 

Timothy  Collins,  a  native  of  Guilford,  and  graduated  at  Yale 
College,  was  the  first  settled  pastor  of  Litchfield,  where  he  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  Christian  ministry  for  thirty  years. 
In  1752  he  was  released  from  his  pastoral  charge — appointed 
justice  of  peace,  and  devoted  his  energies  to  the  practice  of 
physic.  In  certain  departments  of  the  profession,  his  wife  had 
already  acquied  distinction.  In  a  few  years  Dr.  Collins  relin- 
quished his  station  in  the  army  on  account  of  ill  health,  but  as 
the  French  war  continued,  Dr.  Elisha  Lord  was  chosen  surgeon 
and  director  of  the  hospital  stores,  and  Philip  Turner  of  Nor- 
wich, surgeon's  mate.  The  troops  were  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Lyman,  and  their  destiny  was  Crown  Point,  and  here  it 
may  be  well  to  observe  that  several  physicians  entered  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  colony  in  the  interval  of  time  which  ex- 
tended from  the  year  1745  to  1765,  but  generally  for  short 
periods,  and  without  designing  to  relinquish  the  practice  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed.  Some  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  our  profession,  remained  longer  in  the  service,  and 
gained  great  distinction.  Dr.  Waldo  of  Pomfret,  returned  from 
his  military  campaign  to  sustain  the  position  of  the  most  emi- 
nent surgeon  of  his  district. 

Philip  Turner  became  popular  as  assistant  surgeon  in  the  ■■ 
French  war,  and  was  surgeon  general  of  the  Northern  States 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  One  of  our  former  presi- 
dents, Dr.  Watrous  of  Colchester,  entered  early  in  life  upon  the 
same  service,  and  at  the  end  of  his  military  career,  returned  to 
the  sphere  of  his  professional  duties,  where  he  ranked  with  the 
most  useful  and  most  esteemed  physicians  of  the  State.  It  has 
generally  been  thought  that  these  military  campaigns,  gave  an 
impulse  to  the  progress  of  medical  learning  in  the  colony,  and 
that  the  men  who  were  thus  brought  together,  each  communi- 
cated and  each  gained  some  share  of  professional  knowledge. 
They  certainly  were  more  social  in  their  habits,  and  more  gen- 
tlemanly in  their  deportment,  but  the  good  cause  of  temperance 
and  morality  must  have  suffered  from  their  example. 

In  April,  1775,  our  ancestors  were  in  the  midst  of  the  excite- 
ment of  the  approaching   revolution.      Five  regiments  were 
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organized  by  the  colonial  government  for  the  purpose  of  resist- 
ing the  aggressions  of  the  mother  country.  The  following 
physicians  were  appointed  to  serve  in  the  several  regiments  : — 
1st  Reg. — Jared  Potter,  surgeon. 

"  Levi  Ives,  Isaac  Chalker,  surgeon's  mates. 

2d  Reg. — Wm.  Jepson,  surgeon. 

"  Daniel  Southmayd,  John  R.  Watrous,  sur.  mates. 

3d  Reg. — John  Spalding,  surgeon. 

"  Samuel  Cheeney,  Elijah  Adams,  sur.  mates. 

4th  Reg. — Sam'l  Wheeler,  surgeon. 

"  Dan'l  Sheldon,  Abel  Catlin,  sur.  mates. 

5th  Reg. — John  Wood,  surgeon. 

"  Asel  Fitch,  Sam'l  Whiting,  sur.  mates. 

The  medical  gentlemen  thus  suddenly  called  to  the  service 
of  the  colony,  were  many  of  them  devoted  to  the  arduous  duties 
of  private  practice,  and  could  not  well  be  spared  by  their  pa- 
tients, or  leave  their  homes.  They  were  of  necessity  obliged 
to  decline  the  proffered  honors  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  neces- 
sity arose  for  making  other  appointments.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, the  General  Assembly  adopted  the  suggestions  of 
the  physicians  of  Norwich,  and  elected  a  committee  of  medical 
examiners,  which  extended  to  every  section  of  the  State,  and 
embraced  several  names  of  distinction. 

The  committee  consisted  of  the  following  members  of  the 
medical  profession  : 

Alexander  Wolcott,  l'latt  Townsend, 

John  Dickinson,  Amos  Mead, 

John  Watrous,  James  Coggswell, 

Eneas  Monson,  John  Clark, 

Leverett  Hubbard,  Elisha  Lord, 

Elisha  Tracy,  Sam'l  Lee, 

Elias  Carrington,  Ruben  Smith, 

Benjamin  Gale,  Elisha  Sill, 

Eleazer  Mather,  Seth  Bird, 

And  it  was  resolved  that  these  or  any  three  of  them,  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  such  persons  within  this  State  as  may  offer 
themselves  to  serve  as  surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates  in  the  con- 
tinental army,  and  upon  lull  evidence  of  proper  and  sufficient 
qualifications  to  give  certificates  accordingly. 
7 
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The  first  M.  D.  granted  by  Yale  College,  was  conferred  on 
Daniel  Turner  in  the  year  1720,  rather  as  a  compliment  for  his 
liberality  to  the  college,  than  as  an  indication  of  distinguished 
merit. 

The  question  is  said  to  have  been  asked,  "  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  M.  D.  ?"  and  the  witty  reply  of  the  collegian,  "  Multam 
Donavit,''  was  at  that  time  perfectly  satisfactory. 

MEDICAL    SOCIETIES. 

I  wish  next  to  refer  you  to  the  early  medical  societies  of 
Connecticut. 

In  the  year  1762,  the  physicians  of  Norwich,  many  of  whom 
were  distinguished  men,  applied  to  the  Colonial  Legislature  for 
the  charter  of  a  medical  society.  Their  memorial  contained 
suggestions  of  practical  value,  and  was  well  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  general  interests  of  the  colony  and  the  welfare  of  the 
medical  profession. 

To  the  Honorable  Gen.  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut : 
The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  physicians  in  said  colony, 
humbly  sheweth,  that  whereas  life  is  the  most  desirable  of  all 
sublunary  enjoyments,  and  health  so  invaluable  a  blessing  that 
without  it  some  degree  of  life  is  little  worth,  and  that  the  pro- 
moting medical  knowledge  among  physicians  is  the  necessary 
and  direct  means  to  restore  health,  and  even  preserve  life,  and 
is  of  great  importance,  as  it  will  render  the  practice  of  physic 
more  safe  and  serviceable  to  the  patient,  and  at  the  same  time 
yield  more  satisfaction  to  the  profession.  And  whereas  more 
than  one  hundred  years  have  already  passed  away  since  the 
planting  of  this  colony,  and  nothing  has  been  done  publicly  to 
distinguish  between  the  honest  and  ingenious  physician  and  the 
quack  or  empyrical  pretender ;  by  reason  of  which  imposture 
has  been  but  too  commonly  practiced  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
people  as  well  as  to  the  disparagement  of  the  profession. 

We,  your  memorialists,  therefore  humbly  pray  your  honors 
to  take  the  matter  under  your  wise  consideration,  and  enact 
that  the  physicians  in  each  county  of  this  colony,  for  their 
mutual  edification  and  instruction,  have  liberty  to  meet  to- 
gether at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  appoint,  once  in 
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three  months,  and  at  the  first  of  such  their  meetings,  choose  a 
committee  of  three  approved  physicians,  to  continue  for  the 
space  of  one  year,  and  annually  to  be  chosen  ;  such  committee, 
for  the  time  being,  to  have  full  power  to  examine,  and  if  found 
duly  qualified,  to  approve  such  candidates  for  the  practice,  as 
shall  offer  themselves  for  examination — and  if  any  person  offer- 
ing himself  shall  be  adjudged  not  qualified,  and  so  not  approved 
by  the  committee,  he  may  apply  himself  to  any  quarterly  meet- 
ing in  the  same  county,  and  be  there  examined,  and  be  deter- 
mined by  such  meeting,  and  approved  if  they  think  fit,  by  proper 
certificate.  And  that  for  the  future  no  person  or  persons  that 
arc  not  already  deemed  physicians,  who  shall  pretend  to  practice 
without  such  approbation  and  certificate,  shall  be  allowed  to 
bring  or  maintain  an  action  to  recover  any  debt,  demand  or 
other  thing,  for  any  service  he  shall  pretend  to  have  done  or 
presumed,  as  a  physician,  or  otherwise  enact,  and  order  some 
proper  regulations  for  the  practice  of  physic,  as  your  wisdom 
should  have  thought  most  proper." 
Norwich,  27  th  Sept.,  1763. 

SIGNED. 

Theophilus  Rogers,  Joseph  Perkins, 

Joshua  Downer,  Philip  Turner, 

Cyrel  Carpenter,  Elisha  Tracy, 

Obidiah  Kingsbury,  Moses  Morrisi, 

Bbenezer  Robinson,  John  Barker, 

Elisha  Lord. 
"  In  the   Lower  House  the  question  was  put  whether  any 
thing  should  be  granted   on   this  memorial,  and  passed  in  the 
negative." 

Dr.  Lord  had  been  previously  appointed  surgeon  of  the  forces 
raised  in  the  colony  to  repel  the  encroachments  of  the  French. 
Philip  Turner,  an  assistant  surgeon  of  the  same  corps,  had 
just  returned  from  the  military  service,  to  Norwich.  He  was 
when  he  signed  the  above  memorial  22  years  old,  and  soon 
afterwards  married  the  daughter  of  his  preceptor,  Dr.  Elisha 
Tracy.  His  handsome  person  and  pleasing  address  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  English  surgeons ;  he  witnessed  and  per- 
formed many  important  operations,  and  was  fast  rising  to  the 
eminent  position  which  he  subsequently  reached. 
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Dr.  Tracy,  whose  name  is  found  on  the  same  memorial,  was 
an  eminent  classical  scholar  and  a  practical  physician,  who 
was  distinguished  for  his  moral  and  social  virtues. 

Dr.  Downer  lived  at  Preston  City,  which  was  formerly  part 
of  Norwich,  and  was  much  respected  for  his  practical  skill. 
His  son,  probably  educated  under  the  superintendence  of  a  wor- 
thy parent,  is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  State  society. 
He  was  examined  by  the  committee  of  the  New  London  medi- 
cal society,  and  received  from  them  a  license  to  practice,  a  short 
time  before  the  Connecticut  medical  society  was  incorporated- 

Another  name  attached  to  the  same  memorial  deserves  our 
passing  attention.  Theophilus  Rogers  was  the  son  of  an  Eng- 
lish physician,  who,  leaving  part  of  his  family  in  England,  came 
to  Norwich  with  his  son,  then  a  young  lad,  whom  he  educated 
and  trained  for  the  duties  of  his  own  profession.  To  know  in 
what  estimation  Dr.  Rogers  was  held,  it  may  not  be  necessary 
to  say  he  was  first  on  this  catalogue  of  petitioners.  Our  own 
society  has  been  honored  by  the  professional  excellence  of  sev- 
eral members  of  the  same  family ;  among  whom,  last,  but  not 
least,  is  Dr.  Benjamin  Rogers  of  Hartford. 

Dr.  Joseph  Perkins  was  at  that  time  a  prominent  physician 
in  the  colony.  He  was  at  the  time  of  signing  the  memorial  36 
years  old  ;  had  received  a  liberal  education;  possessed  brilliant 
talents ;  was  ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  professional  knowledge 
and  distinguished  for  his  charity  and  benevolence. 

Drs.  Barker  and  Kingsbury,  whose  names  are  on  the  same 
paper,  were  respected  physicians  in  the  neighboring  town  of 
Franklin,  both  esteemed  as  honorable  members  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  both  leaving  a  cherished  memory  behind  them. 

It  is  singular  that  a  memorial  embracing  such  reasonable 
suggestions,  and  such  respectable  signatures,  was  not  sanctioned 
by  the  Legislature.  The  plan  was  admirably  suited  to  the 
wants  of  the  public  and  of  the  profession,  and,  though  not  ap- 
proved by  the  wisdom  of  the  Lower  House,  it  was  immediately 
adopted  by  the  physicians  of  New  London  county,  and  became 
the  basis  of  the  first  medical  society  in  Connecticut. 

Dr.  Lord  soon  afterwards  removed  to  Pomfret,  where,  in 
concert  with  Dr.  Albigence  Waldo  and  other  respectable  phy- 
sicians, a  medical  society  was  established  in  Windham  county. 
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But  of  that  society — its  organization — its  members — the  objects 
for  which  it  was  established — and  the  means  by  which  these 
objects  were  to  be  obtained,  I  have  discovered  nothing  beyond 
the  bare  fact  of  its  existence. 

About  the  year  1765,  a  medical  society  was  established  in 
Litchfield  county.  The  diffusion  of  medical  knowledge,  and 
the  improvement  of  medical  skill  by  friendly  communication  of 
physicians  with  each  other,  were  the  objects  aimed  at,  and  a 
consideration  of  this  importance  induced  a  number  of  gentlemen 
of  Litchfield  county  to  form  themselves  into  a  medical  society. 

The  following  extract  from  cotemporary  history,  refers  to  the 
same  subject : 

"  Though  Litchfield  is  the  youngest  county  in  Connecticut,  yet 
in  1700  it  set  an  example  to  the  rest  worthy  of  imitation.  The 
province  had  always  been  greatly  pestered  by  a  generation  of 
men  called  quacks,  who,  with  a  few  Indian  nostrums,  a  lancet, 
a  glister  pipe,  rhubarb,  treacle  water  mixed  with  Roman  bom- 
bast of  vena  cava  and  vena  porta,  attacked  fevers,  nervous  dis- 
orders, and  broken  bones,  and  by  the  grace  of  perseverance, 
subdued  nature,  and  helped  their  patients  to  a  passage  to  the 
world  of  spirits  before  they  were  ready.  The  surgeons  and 
physicians  who  were  not  quacks,  formed  themselves  into  a 
society  for  the  encouragement  of  literature,  and  a  regular  and 
wholesome  practice.  But  their  laudable  endeavors  were  dis- 
countenanced by  the  General  Assembly,  who  refused  to  comply 
with  their  solicitation  for  a  charter  ;  because  the  quacks  and 
the  people  said  "  If  the  charter  were  granted,  the  learned  men 
would  become  too  rich  by  a  monopoly,  as  they  had  in  England." 
The  answer  to  this  objection,  was,  "  Would  it  not  be  better  to 
permit  a  monopoly  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  the  peo- 
ple, than  to  sutler  quacks  to  kill  them  and  ruin  the  province  ?" 

To  the  venerable  Dr.  Buel  of  Litchfield,  I  am  indebted  for  a 
communication  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

"  One  of  the  earliest  medical  events  of  my  recollection,  was 
attending  a  meeting  of  the  medical  society  at  North  Canaan,  in 
the  year  1789.  I  attended  as  a  spectator,  having  not  long  be- 
fore located  myself  in  Sheffield,  Mass.,  as  a  practitioner  of 
medicine.  How  this  was  constituted  I  cannot  tell,  I  should 
think   it  might  have  been  a  county  society,  but  from  the  cir- 

«    • 
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cumstance  which  I  distinctly  recollect,  that  Dr.  Potter  of  Fair- 
field county,  was  its  presiding  officer,  and  manifested  in  a  feeling 
manner  the  great  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
institution."     It  should  be  remembered   that  the  society  was 
formed  for  the  improvement  of  its  members,  by  friendly  commu- 
nication— that  Dr.  Potter  lived   in  New  Fairfield,  which,  if 
symmetry  had  been  regarded,  would  have  been  attached  to 
Litchfield  county — that  he  was  a  member  of  the   society,  and 
manifested  great  interest  in  the  social  gatherings  of  his  profes- 
sion.    He  was,  moreover,  admirably  qualified  to  preside  at  such 
reunions  of  the  medical  faculty,  himself  enjoying  and  diffusing 
pleasure  to  others.      Other  traces  of  the  Litchfield  society  may 
be  discovered  in  the  personal  history  of  its  members.     The  late 
Dr.  Benjamin  Welch  of  Norfolk,  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  a  few  years  before  the  State  Medical  Society  was  in- 
corporated, "  but,"  says  his  biographer,  "  he  was  examined  and 
licensed  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Litchfield  county  medical 
society."     Dr.  Welch  was  for  a  long  time  the  principal  physi- 
cian of  Norfolk,  where  he  was  highly  and  justly  esteemed,  and 
about  thirty  years  since,  he  was  a  member  of  our  State  Legisla- 
ture, a  patriarch  in  appearance,  and  truly  a  patriarch  in  charac- 
ter.    His  children  were  trained  in  their  father's  footsteps,  and 
five  of  them  live  to  do  honor  to  our  profession,  and  to  the  judi- 
cious nurture  in  which  they  were  trained.     One  of  them  is  a 
member  of  our  State  Senate  ;  and  probably  occupies  the  same 
position,  which,   thirty  years  ago,  was  assigned  to  his  father  ; 
another  holds  the  same  honorable  position  in  the  Legislature 
of  Massachusetts — if  they    pursue    the    same  path  of  wisdom 
they  will  be  justly  entitled  to  rank  with  their  respected  parent 
among  the  honorable  members  of  our  profession. 
^■Among  the  distinguished  members  of  the  Litchfield  County 
Society,  Dr.  Daniel  Sheldon  occupied  a  prominent  position. 
In  early  life  he  was  attacked  by  a  severe  pulmonary  affection, 
but  he  persevered  in  his  professional  labors  until  his  health  was 
entirely  restored.     His  own  illness  probably  led  him  to  a  more 
minute  investigation  of   pulmonary  complaints,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  wide-spread  fame  which  he  acquired  by  his 
great  success  in  the  treatment  of  phthisis.      I  have  been  told 
Dr.  Sheldon  imputed  his  own  recovery  mainly  to  horseback 
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exercise.  He  was  in  old  age  a  perfect  gentleman — cheerful  in 
temper,  active  in  habits,  and  a  great  favorite  among  his  profes- 
sional brethren. 

Another  member  of  the  same  society  was  Dr.  Lemuel  Hopkins. 
He  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  and  subsequently  of  Dr. 
Bird  of  Litchfield,  and  although  he  became  eminent  as  a  physi- 
cian, he  was  neither  contaminated  by  the  speculations  of  one 
master  or  debased  by  the  vicious  habits  of  the  other.  In  1784 
he  removed  to  Hartford,  and  was  held  in  high  estimation  ;  a 
wit  among  the  poets,  and  a  poet  among  the  wits  of  the  day  ; 
social  in  his  habits — plain  in  his  dress — and  generally  beloved 
by  all  who  were  his  patients  or  his  associates.  He  died  in  the 
year  1804,  aged  54 — and  many  persons  now  living  remember 
him  well,  and  speak  of  him  with  great  respect ;  but  although 
lie  died  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  he  is  uniformly  referred 
to  as  '•  old  Dr.  Hopkins." 

There  was  another  member  of  the  same  society  who  richly 
deserves  our  passing  notice.  Dr.  Samuel  Woodward  of  Tor- 
ringford,  was  extensively  known  and  respected  as  a  physician. 
lie  was  a  man  of  vigorous  constitution,  active  habits,  and  re- 
spectable acquirements.  Like  the  other  physicians  of  Litch- 
field county,  he  was  frequently  engaged  in  public  life,  and  is 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  profession  for  the  manner  in 
which  his  children  were  educated  for  usefulness.  His  eldest 
son  was,  thirty  years  ago,  an  active  and  useful  member  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  whose  spirited  exertions  in  estab- 
lishing the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  led  to  his  transfer  to  the 
Worcester  Asylum,  where,  he  established  a  claim  to  the  high 
rank  which  had  been  assigned  him  by  his  early  associates- 
llis  brother  Henry  lived  and  died  at  Middletown,  greatly  re- 
spected as  a  physician,  and  ardently  beloved  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  He  died  in  early  life,  and  only  one  remains  to  re- 
mind us  of  the  excellent  family  of  Dr.  Woodward  of  Toning 
ford.  I  ought  perhaps  to  say.  that  the  three  brothers  to  whom 
I  have  referred,  were  at  different  periods  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  the  Connecticut  Legislature. 

There  is  only  one  fact  more,  to  which  I  will  at  this  time  refer, 
in  connection  with  the  Litchfield  County  Society.  On  the  last 
day  of  February,  1780,  its  members  assembled  at  Sharon,  and 
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Dr.  James  Potter  was  the  orator  of  the  day,  and  the  subject 
was  "  the  rise  and  progress  of  physic  in  America."  The  style  of 
his  address  was  in  accordance  with  the  4th  of  July  orations  of 
that  early  period,  and  indicates  the  taste  and  talents  of  the 
writer,  and  temper  of  his  audience.  "  The  great  Parent  of 
mankind — the  beneficent  Founder  of  the  universe — the  infinitely 
indulgent  and  all  glorious  Benefactor  of  the  intellectual  economy, 
out  of  the  overflowing  of  his  exuberant  and  divine  goodness  hath 
been  pleased  again  to  bring  this  society  together."  In  the  progress 
of  his  address  the  doctor  alludes  to  the  languor  and  prostration 
of  spirits,  and  to  his  not  being  accustomed  to  public  speaking — 
"  the  rules  of  my  rhetoric  having  been  deduced  from  the  con- 
versation of  nurses,  and  the  oratory  of  my  life  the  groans  of  the 
sick,"  were  his  apology  for  what  he  termed  his  "  unoratorical 
composition." 

The  medical  society  of  New  Haven  was  formed  in  the  year 
1784.  The  following  account  of  its  first  organization  is  derived 
from  its  own  records  : — "  We,  the  medical  practitioners  of  the 
county  of  New  Haven,  convened  in  consequence  of  an  invita- 
tion in  the  Connecticut  Journal,  from  the  faculty  of  the  town 
of  New  Haven,  on  this  5th  day  of  January,  1784 ;  having 
made  choice  of  Col.  Leverett  Hubbard,  chairman,  and  Dr.  Samuel 
Darling,  secretary,  do  resolve  ourselves  into  a  society,  to  be 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
Haven  County,  pledging  our  honor  to  each  other  for  the  strict 
observance  of  all  such  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the 
majority  of  said  society,  formed  for  the  following  purposes,  viz  : 

"  1st.  To  lay  a  proper  foundation  for  that  unanimity  and 
friendship  which  are  essential  to  the  dignity  and  usefulness  of 
the  profession. 

"  2nd.  To  make  accurate  observations  on  the  air,  seasons 
climates,  and  the  various  diseases  incident  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  ;  with  the  mode  of  treatment  and  event  in  all  sim- 
ilar cases. 

"  3d.  For  the  communication  of  any  discoveries  in  physic 
surgery,  botany  or  chemistry. 

"4th.  For  the  purpose  of  correspondence  with  the  several  med- 
ical  societies  in  this  and  the  neighboring  states,  and  in  Europe. 

"  5th.  For  uniting  with  the  several  medical  societies  in  this 
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and  the  adjacent  states,  and  to  make  application  to  the  Legis- 
lature, praying  them  to  adopt  such  measures  for  the  future  reg- 
ulation of  our  salutary  art,  as  shall  effectually  support  merit,  and 
discountenance  ignorance  and  presumption. 

"  Voted,  That  Messrs.  Leverett  Hubbard,  Eneas  Monson, 
Jared  Potter,  Ebenezer  Beardsley,  Samuel  Mather  and  Samuel 
Darling,  be  a  committee  to  form  further  regulations  to  be  laid 
before  the  next  meeting." 

At   a  subsequent  meeting,   that  committee   reported.     The 
following  is  an  abstract  of  the  report,  which  was  adopted  : 
"  1.  The  time  of  meeting,  once  in  three  months. 
"  2.  That  in  all  cases  where  counsel  is  requisite,  we  will  be 
ready  to  assist  each  other  in  consultation  without  reserve. 

"3.  That  if  any  physician  or  surgeon,  residing  within  this 
county,  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  after  six  months,  to  become  a 
member  of  this  society,  the  members  will  utterly  refuse  to  have 
any  connection  with  him  as  a  practitioner,  unless  he  can  give  a 
satisfactory  reason  tor  his  neglect  to  the  society. 

"4.  Every  person  who  had  been  in  practice  less  than  a  year, 

must  submit  to  an  examination  before  admission  to  the  society. 

"5.  The  committee  of  correspondence  to  be  a  committee  of 

examination.     A    certificate   of  examination,  when  presented, 

shall  entitle  to  membership  of  the  society. 

"6.  Provided  for  the  officers — president,  vice  president,  sec- 
retary, etc." 

In  May,  1791,  the  members  of  this  society  applied  to  the 
General  Assembly  for  an  act  of  incorporation.  "  Your  honors' 
petitioners  do  not  presume  to  ask  for  any  powers,  privileges, 
exemptions  or  immunities,  but  they  humbly  pray  that  your 
honors  will  take  their  case  into  your  wise  consideration,  and 
decree  that  your  petitioners  shall  be  formed  into  a  body  corpo- 
rate and  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New 
Haven,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and  preserving  a  collection 
of  useful  papers  relative  to  the  practice  of  medicine." 

This  humble  prayer  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  May,  1791,  and  granted  in  the  lower  house,  with  liberty  to 
bring  in  a  bill — but  the  council  of  that  day  were  opposed  to  all 
hasty  legislation,  and  referred  the  subject  to  the  General  As. 
sembly  which  was  to  be  holden  at  New  Haven  in  October. 
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The  signatures  to  this  petition  are  worthy  of  our  passing 
notice.     I  have  transcribed  them  in  the  order  which  appears 
in  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
iEneas  Monson,      Levi  Ives,  Jared  Potter, 

James  Potter,  Theodore  Wadsworth,   John  Spalding, 

Sam'l  Mather,  Amzi  Hull,  Horace  Beardsley, 

iEneas  Monson,  jr.,  Elnathan  Beach, 

The  more  prominent  members  of  the  New  Haven  Medical 
Society,  were  Dr.  Hubbard,  Dr.  Monson,  Drs.  James  and  Jared 
Potter,  and  Drs.  Ebenezer  Beardsley.  For  a  sketch  of  the 
character  of  the  two  first,  I  am  indebted  tb  the  kindness  of  Dr. 
Ives.  "  Dr.  Leverett  Hubbard,  commonly  called  Col.  Hubbard 
was  prompt,  bold  and  efficient  in  his  practice,  prepossessing  in 
address,  and  cheerful  in  his  disposition.  He  was  the  son  of 
Judge  Hubbard,  who  was  also  an  able  physician,  much  re- 
spected and  beloved  by  the  colonists  of  Connecticut,  and  a  man 
of  strict  integrity  and  great  decision  of  character.  Col.  Hubbard 
was  of  medium  size,  formed  for  activity,  and  capable  of  great 
endurance  of  labor.  His  connections  and  friends  gave  him 
great  influence  in  society,  and  for  many  years  the  almost  abso- 
lute control  of  the  practice  in  this  county,  and  to  a  considerable 
extent  in  the  adjacent  ones.  Such  power  would  tempt  him  at 
times  to  be  overbearing,  of  which  he  was  accused — yet  proba- 
bly he  was  less  so  than  most  physicians.  As  an  apology  for 
those  physicians  who  manifested  this  spirit,  it  may  be  said  that 
it  was  the  fashion  of  the  times.  It  was  not  unusual  at  this 
period,  for  such  men  as  Elliot,  Gale,  Bird,  and  Hurlburt, 
when  called  to  prescribe  for  the  patient  of  another  physician, 
on  their  first  introduction,  to  sweep  from  the  table  into  the  fire- 
place all  the  medicines  of  his  brother  practitioner,  and  then, 
like  Paracelsus,  magnify  his  own  powers  as  supernatural.  Dr. 
Hubbard  died  at  the  age  of  72,  in  the  year  1794,  in  the  city  of 
Hartford,  whither  he  had  gone  on  account  of  ill  health. " 

"  Dr.  iEneas  Monson  was^born  the  24th  of  June,  1734.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Monson,  who  was  a  respectable  mechanic, 
was  a  man  of  wit  and  frequently  taught  school.  Dr.  Monson 
graduated  at  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  19,  in  the  year  1753 — 
he  was  a  serious,  sober  and  pious  man,  notwithstanding  his 
peculiar  talent  for  wit — he  rarely  laughed,  and  from  his  appear- 
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ance  arid  the  expression  of  his  face,  a  stranger  would  think  him 
austere — his  first  profession  was  that  of  divinity,  which  the  fail- 
ure of  his  health  obliged  him  to  leave,  as  close  application  to 
study,  and  the  want  of  exercise,  produced  dyspepsia  and  hypo- 
chondria. Dr.  Monson  was  the  second  president  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  and  was  repeatedly  chosen  to  fill  that  honora- 
ble station.  In  the  year  1813,  he  was  appointed  by  the  corpo- 
ration of  Yale  College,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  in  the 
medical  department  of  that  institution,  but  though  he  accepted 
the  appointment,  on  account  of  his  advanced  age,  being  over 
70  years  old,  he  never  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 
If  natural  abilities,  varied  information,  great  industry,  a  ready 
pen,  caustic  and  yet  kindly  humor,  professional  knowledge  ac- 
quired under  great  difficulties,  and  dispensed  with  unbounded 
generosity, a  probity  that  never  wavered,  and  a  benevolence  that 
knew  no  limits,  constitute  the  features  of  a  character  to  be  ad- 
mired as  well  as  loved — admiration  and  love  are  justly  due  to 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Monson." 

"  Through  his  lonjr  career  of  almost  a  centurv,  when  he  had 
lived  until  no  one  remaining  in  his  native  city,  had  survived  so 
long,  he  found  religion  the  staff  of  his  age,  as  it  had  been  the 
guide  of  his  youth.  His  habitual  trust  in  God  through  Christ, 
brightened  as  he  advanced  into  the  full  glow  of  assured  hope> 
and  although  his  last  days  were  distressed  by  bodily  suffering, 
his  sun  set  with  unclouded  splendor,  the  cheering  harbinger  of 
a  glorious  morning.     He  died  June  Kith,  1826." 

Dr.  James  Potter  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  New 
Haven  Medical  Society.  When  the  Litchfield  County  Society 
met  at  North  Canaan,  he  was  there  and  took  an  active  part  in 
its  proceedings  ;  and  when  the  physicians  of  New  Haven  county 
were  assembled  for  professional  improvement,  he  was  there  also  ; 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  measures  which  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  was 
chosen  its  president  after  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Monson.  Dr. 
Potter  was  a  social  member  of  the  profession — frequently  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature — he  was  also  an  eminent 
practitioner  on  the  western  borders  of  the  State. 

Jared  Potter  resided  at  Wallingford,  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  physicians  in  the  State,  and   the  teacher  from 
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whom  many  eminent  members  of  our  profession  received  in- 
struction. He  was  a  speculating  theologian,  and  his  specula- 
tions were  of  an  infidel  character ;  and  it  is  said  that  his  pupils, 
whatever  progress  they  made  in  medical  studies,  generally  left 
Dr.  Potter's  office  with  minds  tinged  with  skeptical  notions. 
In  1775  he  was  chosen  surgeon  of  the  first  regiment  of  Connec- 
ticut forces,  from  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  was  dis- 
tinguished as  a  surgeon  as  well  as  physician.  His  memory  at 
this  time  is  more  associated  with  one  of  his  own  favorite  reme- 
dies. Potter's  powder  has  been  for  fifty  years  a  popular  remedy 
with  the  physicians  of  Connecticut,  but  as  employed  in  former 
days,  it  contained  charcoal  as  well  as  the  three  other  ingredients 
— camphor,  ammonia,  and  chalk.  By  this  combination  he  ac- 
quired the  same  reputation  which  adheres,  all  the  world  over,  to 
the  combination  of  Dr.  Dover. 

Of  Dr.  Ebenezer  Beardsley,  I  have  learned  that  he  removed 
from  Waterbury  to  New  Haven,  where  he  established  an 
apothecary's  shop,  and  that  he  soon  afterwards  became  one  of 
the  most  popular  physicians  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Monson  was  pleased  to  relate  that  having  conducted  a 
case  of  pulmonary  disease  to  a  favorable  result,  the  nurse  came 
to  him  with  her  congratulations — "  You  and  I,  with  the  help  of 
Divine  Providence,  have  done  as  well  as  Dr.  Beardsle}'." 

Dr.  Todd,  our  former  associate,  once  the  president  of  this 
society,  and  for  many  years  the  eminent  superintendent  of  the 
Retreat  for  the  Insane,  was  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Beardsley. 

STATE    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

At  length,  the  General  Assembly  became  satisfied  of  the  im- 
portance of  establishing  a  State  Medical  Society,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  subserve  the  interest  of  the  healing  art 
and  be  productive  of  general  utility. 

They  at  last  discovered  that  well  regulated  medical  so- 
cieties have  been  found  to  contribute  to  the  diffusion  of 
true  science,  and  particularly  the  knowledge  of  the  healing  art : 
Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  That  there  be  a 
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Medical  Society  formed  within  this  State  to  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz  : 

James  Potter,  New  Fairfield,      Daniel  Sheldon,  Litchfield, 
Leverett  Hubbard,  New  Haven,  Phineas  Miller,  Norwalk, 
Charles  Phelps,  Stonington,        James  Scovill, 


Joshua  Porter,  Salisbury, 
Amos  Mead,  Fairfield  Co., 
Cha's  Mather,  E.  Windsor, 
Joaiah  Hart,  Berlin, 
Elihu  Tudor,  E.  Windsor, 
Timothy  Rogers, 
Joseph  Baker,  Brooklyn, 


Sam'l  Woodward,  Torringford, 
Ichabod  Warner,  Bolton, 
Jeremiah  West,  Tolland, 
David  Sutton,  Hebron, 
Elisha  Lord,  Pomfret, 
John  Osborne,  Middletown, 
Asa  Hamilton,  Somers, 


John  II.  Watrous,  Colchester,    Theophilus  Rogers,  Norwich, 


Seth  Bird,  Litchfield, 
Miner  Grant,  Stafford, 


Lemuel  Hopkins,  Hartford, 
Philemon  Tracy,  Norwich, 


Simon  Woolcott,  New  London,  Mason  F.  Coggswell,  Hartford, 


Eliakim  Fish,  Hartford, 
Sam'l  Flagg,  E.  Hartford, 
./Eneas  Monson,  New  Haven, 
Jared  Potter,  Wallingford, 
John  Lester,  Fairfield  Co., 
David  Rogers,  Fairfield  Co., 
Philip  Turner,  Norwich, 
Elisha  Perkins,  Plainfield, 
Isaac  Knight,  Plainfield, 


Thaddeus  Betts,  Norwalk, 
Thomas  Coit,  New  London, 
Joshua  Downer,  Preston, 
Elnatban  Beach,  N.  Haven  Co., 
John  Turner,  Norwich, 
John  Spalding,  New  Haven, 
Levi  Ives,  New  Haven, 
James  Clarke,  Fairfield  Co., 
AJbisence  Waldo,  Pomfret, 


John  Clark,  Lebanon, 
who  shall  have  liberty  to  meet  together  in  their  respective 
counties  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September,  and  when  so 
met  shall  have  authority  to  determine  the  qualifications  and  ad- 
mission of  their  own  members,  and  to  make  choice  of  a  chair- 
man and  clerk  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  such  meetings — and  the 
meeting  thus  organized  is  directed  to  choose  by  ballot  from 
amongst  themselves  five  members  from  each  county,  except 
Middlesex  and  Tolland,  and  three  for  each  of  these  counties,  to 
compose  a  convention  of  said  society,  the  members  of  which  are 
hereby  authorized  by  ballot  to  choose  a  president,  vice  president, 
treasurer  and  secretary,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may 
think  proper,  and  the  convention  thus  formed,  shall  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
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Medical  Society,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  and  shall  have  full  power  to  make  by-laws  to  promote  the 
ends  of  said  society — may  expel  members  for  any  misdemeanors 
— may  appoint  examining  committees  in  the  several  counties, 
who  shall  examine  such  candidates  as  may  offer  themselves  for 
examination  ;  and  license  such  as  shall  be  found  qualified  to 
practice  physic  and  surgery  ;  and  receive  them  on  their  desire 
as  members  of  said  society  in  their  respective  counties — to 
confer  honorary  degrees  on  such  of  the  faculty  as  they  may 
from  time  to  time  find  of  distinguished  merit ;  and  to  purchase 
and  hold  for  the  benefit  of  said  society,  property  not  exceeding 
16,667  dollars — may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  sue  and  be 
sued  as  other  bodies  corporate  may,  by  law.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  several  members  of  the  society,  according  to 
their  ability,  to  communicate  useful  information  to  each  other, 
in  their  respective  county  meetings,  and  such  meetings  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  transmit  to  the  convention,  such  curious 
cases  and  observations  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  convention,  to  cause  to  be  published 
such  extraordinary  cases,  and  such  observations  on  the  state  of 
the  air,  and  on  epidemical  and  other  disorders  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

If  found  inadequate  or  inconvenient,  the  Legislature  provided 
that  the  charter  of  the  medical  society  might  be  amended  or 
repealed.  And  in  a  short  time  this  society  applied  for  an 
amendment.  Each  county  taxed  its  own  members,  appointed 
its  own  treasurer,  and  directed  the  expenditures  of  its  own  funds. 
There  was  nothing  for  the  State  Treasurer  to  do,  and  no 
means  of  acquiring  the  $16,667  which,  by  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, he  was  authorized  to  possess  on  behalf  of  the  general 
society.  Its  position  was  embarrassing,  till  by  the  General  As- 
sembly it  was  further  enacted,  that  the  conventions  at  their  an- 
nual meetings  might  levy  a  tax  on  all  the  members  of  the 
society,  which  tax  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties  were  au- 
thorized to  collect.  A  few  years  later,  it  became  necessary  to 
obtain  another  alteration — authorizing  the  treasurer  to  collect 
from  the  several  clerks  whatever  sum  they  received  from  the 
members  of  their  several  counties.  The  next  act,  in  addition, 
provides  that  no  person  entering  upon  the  practice  of  physic  or 
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surgery  in  this  State,  unless  he  has  been  duly  licensed  by  some 
medical  society  or  college  of  physicians,  shall  take  benefit  of 
laws  for  recovery  of  his  fees.  This  provision  of  the  charter 
caused  some  dissatisfaction,  and  its  repeal  was  urgently  de- 
manded, and  finally  granted  a  few  years  since. 

Such  was  the  original  charter  of  this  society.  I  have  tran- 
scribed the  names  of  its  founders  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  their 
memory.  Their  professional  labors  are  ended — not  one  re- 
mains to  tell  us  how  they  strove  to  improve  the  character,  and 
raise  the  standard  of  our  profession — to  diffuse  medical  knowl- 
edge, and  to  resist  the  unblushing  assaults  of  ignorance  and  pre- 
tension. They  are  not  here,  but  we  have  the  comforting 
assurance  that  they  did  not  labor  in  vain;  and  that  the  medical 
skill  of  our  State  has  been  greatly  extended — that  the  mental 
culture  of  our  physicians  is  vastly  more  thorough,  and  that  their 
moral  character  is  essentially  improved  since  the  establishment 
of  this  society.  On  this  occasion  it  may  be  well  to  inquire  it 
we  have  been  faithful  to  our  trust.  Our  charter  requires  that 
we  shall  communicate  useful  information  to  each  other,  and 
provides  for  the  publication  of  such  extraordinary  cases,  and 
such  observations  on  the  state  of  the  air,  and  on  epidemical 
disorders  as  the  convention  shall  think  proper. 


Page  4th,  line  21st,  for  "Welch  read  Hatch. 
Page  7th,  line  21st,  for  Russell  read  Bissell. 
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SIXTIETH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OF     T  U  B 


Connecticut  State  Metrical  Socictn 


MAY,    1852 


WITH  A  LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


HARTFORD: 

PRESS  OF  CASE,  TIFFANY  AM)  COMPANY. 
1852. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


KUFTJS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 
RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  0.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Committee  of  Examination. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
BENJAMIN  WELCH,  M.  D. 
ASIIBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D. 
P.  W.  ELLSWORTH,  M.  D. 
H.  N.  BENNETT,  M.  D. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D. 
ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D. 
ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  M.  D. 
S.  T.  SALISBURY,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  Medical  Institution 
of  Tale    College. 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 
E.  H.  BISHOP,  M.  D. 
JUSTIN  HAMMOND,  M.  D. 
R.  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 


Tlie  Annual  Convention  of  the  Presidi >  »f  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  was  held  at  the  Medical  College  in 
New  Haven,  May  12,  1852. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  tin- 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Felloe  -  w  ere  presented  by  the  Secretary, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  A.  Welch,  Talc. it. 
Durfey,  Preston,  Whitcomb,  Bwckman,  Salisbory.and  Jarris,  who 
reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 


n  \  i:  I  i  OBD   fni'NTV. 

Archibald  Welch,  Bl  D. 
CM.  Brownell,  .M.  I>. 

M.  W  Wilson,  M.  1). 

G.  A.  Moody,  .M.  I). 
J.  C.  Jackson,  M.  D. 


NEW   HA.V1  n    COUNTY. 

Eli  Ives,  M.  I). 
Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D. 
Isaac  GoodieO,  M.  I). 
Edward  A.  Park,  M.  D. 
S.  (;.  Hubbard,  M.  I>. 


NEW    I.OMhin    (in  Nil  . 

W.  Hooker,  M.  I). 
Jno.  D.  Foul.  M.  1). 
•Albert  Hobron,  M.  D. 
Joseph  Durfey;  M.  I>. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  I). 

I  .villi  II  l.n  COUNTY. 

Geo  Blackman,  M.  D. 
II.  X.  Bennett,  M.  D. 
Bobert  Hubbard,  M.  I). 
.Iiistns  Sherwood,  M.  1). 
Samui  l  Beach,  M.  D. 


WINDHAM   OOUNTT. 

John  Hill.  .1,.,  M.  I). 
Samuel  Hutchins,  .M.  IX 
•Hoi        i .        --,  M.  I). 
•  I    I'.   Whitcomb,  M.  D. 
Joseph  Palmer,  M.  I). 

LITi  HHKI.I)    COUNTY. 

Samuel  T.  Salisbury,  M.  I). 
D.  E.  Bostwick,  BID. 
Samuel  Catlin,  Jr.,  M.  D. 
0.  Brown,  M.  I). 

Jno.  II.  W.I,  I,.  M.  1). 


TOl  I.  IMi   (  OUNTY. 

Gilbert  II.  Preston,  M.  I). 
Adonijah  White,  M.  1). 
•E.  A.  Woodward,  M.  D. 


Mllibl.I  -1   \    i  OUNTY. 

George  0.  Jarris,  ML  D. 
S.  W.  Turner,  M.  D. 
•-\-i  II.  King,  M.  L>. 


*  Absent 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Jarvis, 

Dr.  Symes,  of  Alabama,  was  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  Convention. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  TV".  Hooker, 

Dr.  J.  S.  Moore,  of  St.  Louis,  was  invited  to  a  seat  in  the  Con- 
vention. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. 

RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D.,  President. 

RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 

GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  election  of  members  of  the  Standing  Committees  to  fill  vacan- 
cies, was  for  the  present  suspended. 

Drs.  Goodsell,  Brownell,  Smith,  Preston,  Hill,  Sherwood,  Brown, 
and  Turner,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  unfinished  business. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages — and  make  a  re- 
port to  the  Convention  after  adjournment  this  morning. 

Drs.  Wilson,  Jno.  H.  Welch,  Beach,  Hubbard  and  W.  W.  Welch, 
were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Dr.  Goodsell,  from  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  report- 
ed that  there  was  no  other  business  unfinished  than  the  reports  of 
the  Committees  on  Surgery,  Practice  of  Medicine,  Materia  Medica, 
and  Medical  Ethics. 

Report  accepted. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  presented,  read  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Blackmail,  Park,  Ford,  White,  Palmer, 
J.  H.  Welch  and  Jarvis,  to  audit  and  report  thereon. 

Drs.  H.  N.  Bennett,  Brownell,  Talcott,  Smith,  Preston,  Whitcomb, 
Catlin  and  Turner  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Debentures. 

The  Convention  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
the  Standing  Committees,  when  on  balloting  it  was  found  that 

H.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  and  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  were  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Examination. 

Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  and  Samuel  T.  Salisbury,  M.  D.,  to  fill 
the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat, 
and  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D.,  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  said  Committee  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D. 


It.  M.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D„  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Profe-sors  in  the  Meilical 
Institution  of  Yale  Colli  sge. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  con-i>ting  of  Drs.  A.  Welch,  Talcott  and 
Jarvis,  was  appointed  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association,  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1853. 

Dr.  Jno.  II.  Welch  then  exhibited  a  surgical  apparatus  or  splint 
for  the  examination  of  the  members  of  the  Convention. 

Drs.  Talcott,  Salisbury  and  M.  W.Wilson  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mitter tn  examine  -aid  splint,  and  report  n  tin  Convention^ 

A  rciiniiiiiniratii.il  was  received  by  the  Convention  from  Fairfield 
Cciiiniy  .Medical  Society  iii  reference  to  several  members  of  said 
Society,  whom  the  Society  had  dismissed  for  quackery,  haying  been 
notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homeopathy. 

( in  motion  of  Dr.  Wilson, 

The  subjecl  was  referred  to  a  Coi ittee  of  three  to  inquire  into 

tlie  facts,  ami  ascertain  whether  they  are  deemed  worthy  of  expul- 
sion, and  if  so,  to  report  a  preamble  and  resolution,  designating  the 
offense. 

Adjourned  to  four  and  a  half  o'clock.  P.  M. 

/'..<//■  iiinl  a  half  ii'i-LirL,  /'.  M. 

Society  met  pursuant  to  adj nment. 

When  the  subject  of  tic  Fairfield  County  proceedings  was  re- 
sumed, and  Dr.  (i.  O.  Sumner  moved  to  amend  by  referring  to  .-aid 
Committee  » ithout  instruction. 

Amendment  carried.     And  Drs.  Wl  Hooker,  Wilson  ami  i. |. 

scdl  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  report  to-morrow  morning. 

Drs.  S.  (i.  Hubbard,  Moody.  Durfey, Prteton, Whitcomb, R. Hub- 
bard, Catlin  and  Jarvis  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Gratuitous 
Students. 

Drs.  [ves,  A.  Welch,  Hooker,  White,  Palmer,  Peach  and  Turner, 
wen  appointed  a  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Member-. 

Drs.  Talcott.  .1.  II.  Welch  ami  Sherwood  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Dissertator  tor  the  next  Convention. 

Dr.  1'.  A.  Jewett,  by  indisposition,  having  been  prevented  from 
preparing  the  dissertation  for  the  present  Convention,  was  excused 
for  his  delinquency,  but  pledged  a  Dissertation  tin-  the  next  Conven- 
tion —pledge  accepted. 

P,  A.  Jewett,  from  the  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  pre- 
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sented  a  report  of  the  proceedings,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
published  with  the  proceedings.     (See  Appendix  A.) 

Dr.  W.  Hooker  then  offered  a  form  of  certificate  of  study,  to  be 
given  by  Medical  instructors,  as  evidence  of  study,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  certificate  of  studies  be  required  of 
all  Candidates  for  examination — for  a  degree. 

I  hereby  certify  that  has  pursued 

the  Study  of  Medicine  with  me  for  to 

and  that  he  recited  regularly  on  (here  insert  the  branches 
pursued)  during  the  above  mentioned  time. 

Physician. 

Dr.  Wilson  from  the  Committee  on  Registration,  made  a  report 
of  a  bill  similar  to  the  one  proposed  to  the  Legislature  last  year,  ac- 
companied with  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Legislature,  and  petition  them  for  a  law  on  registration,  similar 
to  the  one  which  failed  of  becoming  a  law,  by  the  non-concurence  of 
action  between  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  1851. 

The  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students  reported  that  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  in  the  following  counties,  viz. 

Hartford  county,  Chas.  E.  Sanford. 

New  Haven  county,        Robert  B.  Hine. 

Litchfield  county,  Paul  Skiff. 

New  London  county,       Charles  E.  Dyer. 

Tolland  county,  Edwin  G.  Sumner. 

Middlesex  county,  M.  E.  Winchell. 

The   Committee  recommended  Erastus  B.  Bills  and  William  H. 
Lamed  to  fill  vacancies  from  Fairfield  and  Windham  Counties. 
The  Committee  also  reported  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  present  system  of  affording  gratu- 
itous instruction  to  students,  by  lectures  or  otherwise,  as  impolitic 
and  injurious  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College,  and  the  best  interests  of  the  Profession  generally,  and  also 
to  the  students  themselves,  and  we  recommend  the  Convention  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  a  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  charter  as 
requires  it. 


On  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Blaekman  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Treasurer's  report,  made  a  report  as  follows. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  account,  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  find  it  to  be  correct. 

They  also  submit  the  following  resolution-. 

Resolved,  That  those  claim-  standing  against  clerks  for  taxes  due 
from  their  respective  counties,  which  are  classed  in  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer  as  not  collectible,  be  abated. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Convention,  the  prompt  col- 
lection of  taxes  in  future  by  the  clerks  is  the  only  sure  means  of 
preventing  a  recurrence  of  similar  delinquencies. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerks  be  required  n>  comply  with  the  By-Law, 
which  makes  it  their  duly  to  report  delinquents  to  the  Convention, 
ami  the  amount  due  from  each  respectively,  stating  insuoh  report 
also  what  notice  he  has  given  such  delinquent  of  his  indebtedness  to 
the  Society,  and  that  the  same  be  read  in  open  Convention. 

Report  accepted  and  Committee  discharged. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer's  Report, — Financial  Summary. 
Cash  in  Treasury,  1181.95} 

Total  due  from  Clerks $1171.0GJ 

Deduct  say  one-half  for  had  debts,  abatements, 
commissions,  Sec,  leaves,        .....  735.53 


$917.48} 

The  Society  owes  for  outstanding  debentures,  .  .  858.62} 

Leaves  balance  in  favor  of  Society  of  S.JCJ.86 

The  debentures  issued  May.  1851,  amounted  to    $203.87$ 
Amount   of   Debentures   redeemed   du- 
ring the  year  is  by  Clerks,  .  $129.62} 
By  Treasurer,           ....         35.02$ 


$165.25 
Excess  of  amount  issued,       ....         $38.G2} 

Dr.  Taloott  from  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Welch's  splint  reported, 
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That  the  apparatus  was  well  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  Pro- 
fession, and  a  very  ingenious  and  useful  fracture  instrument. 
Eeport  accepted  unanimously,  and  Committee  discharged. 
Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Thursday,  eight  o'clock,  A,  M. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fairfield 
County  resolution,  read  a  report  which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  the  recommendations  contained  in  it  were  unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beach, 

One  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  for  distribution.  (See  Appendix, 
B.) 

Dr.  Talcott,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  a  Dissertator  for  the 
next  Convention,  repiorted  the  name  of  Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  of 
Bridgeport :  report  accepted  and  Dr.  Beach  was  elected. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  from  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Pro- 
fessors to  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  made  a  report, 
that  said  Committee  had  been  called  together  to  nominate  a  Profes- 
sor in  said  College  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  Dr.  Henry  Bronson ;  that  the  Committee  had  nominated  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  and  that  Dr.  Hooker  had  accepted 
the  appointment — report  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
proceedings.     (See  Appendix  C.) 

Dr.  Bennett,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted  and  the  debentures  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Members,  made  a  report  recommending  the  name  of  Dr.  William  B. 
Nash,  of  Bridgeport,  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  J 
Marian  Syms,  M.  D.,  of  Alabama,  and  John  Watson,  M.  D.,  of  New 
York,  for  Honorary  Membership — report  accepted,  and  they  were 
found  on  balloting  to  be  unanimously  elected. 

And  Dr.  Nash  was  recommended  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
Yale  College  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  M.  D.,  and  Drs.  Syms  and 
Watson  were  added  to  the  list  of  Honorary  Members.  The  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  notify  them  of  their  election. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Hooker, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  collect  facta 
in  relation  to  the  epidemics  of  the  present  year  in  this  State,  and 
report  to  the  next  annual  Convention,  in  order  that  this  Society  may 
en  iperate  with  the  American  Medical  Association  in  it-  systematic 
efforts  to  obtain  information  in  relation  to  the  epidemics  of  the  whole 
country. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  to  this  Convention  what  im- 
provements had  been  made  in  .Materia  Medica  br  the  last  fifty  years, 
on  being  culled  upon  to  report,   were  excused  on  account  of  the 

indisposition  of  the   Chairman   and  other  ean-.-.  and  were  on  motion 

continued  and  requested  to  make  a  report  to  the  Convention  in  is."..;. 
The  Committee  consists  of  Drs.  Eli  Ives,  M.  D.,  Charles  Woodward, 
M.  I).,  and  1).  A.  Tyler,  M.  I). 

The  Committed  on  Surgery  consisting  of  P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  I).,  P. 
W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  and  W.  If.  Cogswell,  M.  1).,  were  also  excused 
lor  the  present  year  from  making  their  report. 

Ami  appointed  to  report  in  the  next  Convention. 

Dr.  Jewett  having  resigned  hi-  appointment  on  -aid  Committee, 
Jonathan  Knight,  .M.  I).,  was  added  to  the  Committee  a-  (  bairman, 
on  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett. 

Voted,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  ami  fifty  cents  l»'  laid  on  each 

lnenilier  of  the  Society,  pnyulili unl  after  first  of  June  next. 

The  Committee  on  Practice  of  Medicine  appointed  bo  report  to 
this  Convention  under  the  same  resolution,  consisting  of  (Jeorge 
Sumner,  M.  D.,  Worthington  Booker,  M.  D.,  and  Nathan  1$.  Ives, 
M.  1).,  were  al>o  for  reasons  excused  from  the  performance  of  the 
duties  assigned  them,  ami  re-appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
their  appointment  to  the  next  Annual  Convention. 

Dr.  Archibald  Welch  and  Dr.  .1.  G.  Beckwith,  severally  made  re- 
ports, on  Medical  Ethics,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  he  publish- 
ed with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention.  (S,e  Appendix  D 
and  I-'..) 

Dr.  A.  Welch  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  the  names 
of  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  for  the  meeting  in 

Ni  w    Yolk    in    1853,    reported   the   name-   ol'  Samuel    B.  Ucre.-ford 

Iff.  D.,  Samuel  Beach,  Iff.  D.,  Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D..  and  (ieorge 
( t.  Jarvis,  Iff.  D. — report  accepted  and  they  were  appointed. 

Charles  Hooker,  Iff.   D.,  Archibald  Welch,  M.  D.,  and  Jo>iah  <; 
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Beckwith,  M.  D.,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  collect  statistics  in 
relation  to  the  Epidemics  of  the  present  year. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  Welch  it  was  resolved  that  the  "  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Medical  Education,  by  Worthington  Hooker,  M. 
D.,"  contained  in  the  "  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation," be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention. 
''  Dr.  Cogswell  offered  a  resolution  of  instruction  to  the  several 
ounty  societies,  to  examine  the  subject  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  members  of  the  Society  are  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture, vending,  using  or  recommending  any  nostrums  or  Quack  Medi- 
cines ;  recommending  that  the  By-Laws  in  relation  to  such  offenses, 
be  enforced,  and  that  they  report  their  action  to  the  next  Conven- 
tion— resolution  adopted. 

Dr.  Hooker  offered  a  resolution  for  appointing  a  Committee  to 
bring  the  subject  of  forged  certificates,  or  the  use  of  the  names  of 
individuals  without  their  consent,  in  recommending  nostrums  and 
quack  medicines,  before  the  Legislature. 

Drs.  Knight  and  Goodsell  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

Drs.  Wilson,  Jewett  and  S.  G.  Hubbard  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  procure  the  enactment  by  the  present  legislature  of  a 
Registration  law,  similar  to  the  one  proposed  to  the  last  legislature. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest,  JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE   SOCIETY. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


•FELIX  PASCALIS,       . 
JAMES  JACKSON,     . 
JOHN  C.  WARREN,       . 
•SA.MIKL  L.  MITCHELL 
•DAVID  IIOSACK, 
•WRIGHT  TOST, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN, 
•GEORGE  M'LELLAN, 
•JOHN  MACKJE,    . 
•CHARLES  ELDREDGE, 
THEODORE  ROMEYN  HECK, 
•JAMES  THATCHER, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER, 
•WILLIAM  P.  DEWEES, 
•JOSEPH  WHITE,      . 
JACOB  B1GELOW, 
WALTER  CHANNTNG, 
•I'HILII'  SING  PHYSIC, 
♦LEWIS  BEERMAN, 
DANIEL  DRAKE,   . 
HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH. 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
•SAMUEL  WHITE, 
REUBEN  D.  MI'SSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
•SA.MIKL  B.  WOODWARD, 
•JOHN  STEARNS,      . 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS 
•HENRY  GREEN, 
•GEORGE  TRUST, 
WILLARD  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOR,  - 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
•AMOS  TWITCHELL,   . 
CHARLES  A.  LEE,     , 
DAVID  S.  C.  II.  SMITH, 
JAMES  M.  SMITH,     . 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 
J.  MARION  SYMS,     . 
JOHN  WATSON,    . 


•  Deceased 


New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
Mew  TbrL 

New  IIa\en. 
Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Providence,  R.  I. 

East  Greenwich,  R.  I 
Albany.  N.  Y. 
Plymouth,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Philadelphia,  To. 
Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 
Iiostun,  M;i-s. 

Boston,  Mass. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

0.  s.  Navjr. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Norwich,  N-  \ . 
Baltimore,  Md. 

N. m   York. 
lIud-,,,1.  N.  Y. 
Cincinnati.  <  >hio. 
New  Haven. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  8.  C. 

Northampton,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Springfield,  Mass. 

New  York. 
U.  S.  Na\  v. 
Albany.  N  Y. 
Keene.  N.  II. 
New  Y'ork. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Springfield,  Mass. 
New  York. 
Montgomery,  Ala. 
New  York  City. 


ORDINARY    MEMBERS 


The  names  of  those  Members  who  are  exempt  from  titration  bij  ar/e, 
are  in  italics :  the  names  of  those  who  hare  been  Presidents  of  the 
Society,  are  in  capitals. 

_  IIAItTFORD    COUNTY. 

N.  H.  BYINGTON,  11  D.,  Chairman. 

J.  C.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Haewobd,  GEORGE  SUMNER, 

Henry  Holmes,  Sai 1  B,  Beresford, 

George  It.  Hawley,  Gurdon  W.  Rus- 
sell, David  Crary,  P,  W.  Ellsworth, 
Brujainin  liogrrs,  E.  K.  Ilililt,  .John 
3.  Buder,  II.  A.  Grant,  J.  C.  Jack- 
son, A.  W.  Barrows,  Thomas  Mm  i, 
M.  W.  Wilson,  A  K  c  11  1  B  A  J.  l> 
W  E  LCH,  William  Porter,  Horatio 
Gridley.Chs.  P.  (fob,  John  II.  Wells. 

West  Hartford,  Edyard  Brace. 

Avcin,  Alfred  Kellogg, 

Urhi.i.n,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

Nbw  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  Roswell 
Hawley,  E,  D,  Baboock. 

Blookfulo, 

Bristih.,  Joseph  W.  C;iinp,  John  S. 
Moody. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Canton,  Benadam  ECasson, 

Collintville,  Rnssell  11.  Tiffany. 

East  H.iuifokb,  Eli  Hall,  Seth  L. 
chiM,  Clarence  M   Brownell. 

East  Windsor,   Hiram  Watson. 
Broad  Brook,  fi&arcus  L.  Fi-k. 
rVar0unue  Point,  Joseph  Olmsted. 
Em-iki-d,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  SpaJd- 

Thompsonvillt,  J.  Bailey  Beach. 


PabJUROTOH,  Asahel  Thompson, 

Chauncey  Brown 
PlainvilU,  G.  A   Moody. 
UniontilU,  William  II.  E 
Glastenbbrt.,    Ralph    Carter,  Clinton 

Biinc.-. 
South    Otattnbarf,    C.    E.   Hammond, 

Luman  J.  Andras,  Henry  Gilbert. 
Eattburf,  Sabin  StpokJng, 
Gbanbt,  Jaims  Case,  Jos.  F.  Jewett. 
East  Oranby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
rVttt  Cranio/,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 
Mam  iiestke,  W.  C.  William-,  W.  Scott. 
Kixky  Hill,   Sylvester  Bullcltff. 
Simsbuht,  Roderiok  A.  White, 
Tanffnlle,    Geo.  W.  Sanford,   Charles 

W.  Ensign. 
SouTuiNGT'i"*,  Julius  S.  Barnes,  N.  H. 

Byington,  Frederick  A.  Hait. 
SotTH    Windsor,    Horace    C     Gillette, 

Sidney  Rockwell,  William  Wood. 
Siefield,   Samuel  B.  Low,  Aretus  Ri- 

sing. 
Weihersfield,     E.   F.    Cooke,   A.   S. 

Warner,  A.  S.  Fox. 
Windsor,    William  S.  Pierson,  Theo- 
dore Sill,  Albert  Morrison. 
Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 


14 


NEW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 

ISAAC  GOODSELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
S.  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ives,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punderson, 

A.  S.  Munson,   Charles    Hooker,  H. 

B.  Porter,  Nathan  B.  Ives,  E.  H. 
Bishop,  E.  D.  North,  A.  C.  Blakeslee, 
L.  A.  Thomas,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A. 
Jewett,  D.  L.  Daggett,  George  O. 
Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bron- 
son,  E.  A.  Park,  N.  W.  Taylor,  Jr., 
A.  Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  S.  G. 
Hubbard,  H.  W.  E^  Matthews,  An- 

inii^TiiiiiTy/  u."jr*urTnnigi,,a.  >*. 

Lindsley. 

Westville,  Samuel  Loyd. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S  Thompson,  J.  H. 
Beecher,  W.  M.  White,  Lyman  Par- 
ker. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay. 

Cheshire,     A.    J.    Driggs,    Nehemiah 
Banks. 
X  Derby,  H.  A.  Carrington. 

Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 


Humphreysville,  Abiram  Stoddard, 
Sheldon  C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Ken- 
dall, Thomas  Stoddard. 

East  Haven,  Bcla  Farnham. 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 
cott. 

Madison.   Reynold  Webb. 

Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 

West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,  Edward 
W.  Hatch. 

Yalcsville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

MlDDLEBURY. 

Milford,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,    J.    D.    Mears,    Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
Soltthbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,    B.    T.   H.  Harrison,  S. 

W.  Clark.  •*" 

Waterbury,    M.    C.    Leavenworth,  G. 

L.  Piatt,    John   Deacon,     George  E. 

Perkins,     M.    H.    Perkins,     Sturges 

Bulkley. 
Woodbrjdge,    Isaac  Goodsell,   Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 


WORTHINGTON  HOOKER,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Seth  Smith,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  C.  C.  Cone,  D.  P.  Fran- 
cis, Albert  Utter,  Albert  Hobson, 
Eobert  A.  Manwaring,  Elisha  A. 
Hewitt,  Frank  D.  Brandagee. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Worth- 
ington  Hooker,  Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Eli- 
sha Phinncy,  Jonathan  W.  Brooks, 
Aslibel  B.  Haile,  John  D.  Ford,  Jere- 
miah King,  Edwin  Bentley,  Benja- 
min S.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alonzo 
Fuller,  Horace  Thurston,  Henry  W. 
Leach. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold. 

Jewett  City. 


Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 

Portersville,  Elias  F.  Coats. 

Noank,  A.  T.  Douglas. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Erastus  Os- 
good, Richard  P.  Green. 

Ledyard. 

Gales'  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Matthewson. 

Lisbon,    Vine  Smith. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noyes,  John  Noyes. 

North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren, 

Montville,  Ephraim  Fellowcs,  Samuel 
E.  Maynard. 

Uncasville,  Jedcdiah  R.  Gay,  John  C. 
Bolles.  — 

North  Stonington,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gay. 

Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 
Downing, 

Poquetannock,  H.  W.  Coats. 

Salem. 

Stonington,  Wm.  Hyde,  George  E. 
Palmer,  Wm.  Hyde,  Jr. 

Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 


J* 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 
SAMUEL.  S.  NOYES,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  Jeremiah  T.  Denison,  S.  P. 
V.  R.  Ten  Broeck, 

Greenfield,  Rufus  Blakemaii. 

Soutkport,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Buihoeport,  .Samuel  Beach,  D.  H. 
Nash,  William  L.Watson,  Frederick 
J.  Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,  Wm.  Naih. 

Brookfield,  Noah.  A.  Lacey,  A.  L. 
William* 

DanBTJEX,  R.  B.  Botsford,  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett. 

Bethel,  II.  N.  Bennett. 

1'ARIEN. 

Easton,  James  Baldwin. 


'  Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Salmon  H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan,  Samuel  S.  Noyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 

Norwalk,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Sin  ULAN,  Daniel  W.  Northrop. 
|  Stanil'inl,  N.  1 1.  Haight,  Geo.  Hunting- 
ton, Robert  Lockwood. 

Stratford,  William  T.  Shelton. 

Trumbull,  ELIJAH  MIDDLB- 

n  R  ()  o  A',  George  Dyer. 

Wt.sreoRT,     George  Blackmail,    David 
S.  Burr. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


WM.  II.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

James  B.   Wuiicomh,  M.  p.,  Clerk. 


Br .i,v\,  .hunt's  B.  White i>.  Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 

Ami  Pi  Uln,    .l<  ilin  11.  Sun  1 1 1 •  ins. 
Canterhury,    Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer, 

Ciiai'I.in,   (  'rriii  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughen 

Kii.i.inqly,      Vaytville,     Justin    Ham- 

i ii. 

Smith  ICiUingty,  Daniel  A.  Ilovey. 

Bait  Kdln,^l„.  E.  E.  Hill. 

ll'ent  Killingly,  David  E.  Hall,  Samuel 

rlutchlns,  Stephen  C,  Grigga, 
WWrintonville,      Henry    W.     Hough, 

Thoiiiiu.  W.  Perry. 
Plain  field,  William  II.  Cogswell. 


Plainfield,  Cent'l  P.  o  ,  Morey  Burgets, 
Nathan  8.  Pike,  Elij.  Baldwin,  Jr., 
Horaoe  Burgess. 

PoMPBJT,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

Stirling,  William  A.  Lewi-. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowen. 

\  01  I  ni  >wn,   Harvey  Campbell. 

WiNiniAM,  Cheiter  Hunt,  Du  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

ffillimantie,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

s  "',  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South    Woodstock,    Lorenzo  Marry 

West  rVoodttock,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  H.  Rogers. 

Eastford,  Henry  Gray. 


LITCHFIELD    COUNTY. 


MYRON  DOWNS,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
George  Seymour,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


LiT<  iifiei.d,  Samuel  Buel,  J.  G.  Beck- 
wiili,  George  Seymour,  D.  E.  Bo.-t- 
wiek.  Charles  \'ail. 

South  Farmt,  Garry  H.  Miner. 

Barkhamsted,  F.  B.  Graham. 

Bcthlxm,  G.  G.  Bissell. 


Bridoewater,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamar  H.  Smith. 
South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 
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West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold,  I.  E. 

Smith. 
North  Cornwall. 
Colebrook,  Seth  Pease. 
Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton. 
Kent,      Wells   Beardsley,   Johnson     C. 

Hatch,  Eliada  Osborn. 
New  Hartford,  Center. 
New  Milford,  Jchiel  Williams,  Win. 

B.  Lacy. 
Norfolk,    William  W.  Welch,  E.  D. 

Hugins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,   William  Woodruff. 
Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 


Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  Wm.  Werden. 

Lakesville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  John 
H.  Welch. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Wolcottville,  Erastus  Bancroft,  W.  K. 
Whiting,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brown. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Watertown,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr. 

West  Winsted,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 
Westlake. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 

Terryville. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 


M.  D.,  Chairman. 


G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
vid Harrison,  Franklin  Woodruff,  Eli- 
sha  B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke. 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Saddam,  A    B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  II.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Richard  Warner.* 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Killinqworth,  Richard  M.  Buel. 
Portland,    George  U.  Jarvis,  Stephen 

Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Essex,  Alexander  H.  Hough,  Frederick 

W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Westbrook,  Harvey  Way. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


EARL  SWIFT,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,     Ahijah    Ladd,     Oliver    K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Andover,  Adonijah  White. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  H.  M.  Booth. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hebron,    JOHN  S.    PETERS,   Orrin 

C  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 


Mansfield,   North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 
South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 
Somers,     Orson    Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,    East,    William    N.    Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Lindsley. 
Vernon,  Alden  Skinner. 
Rockville,  Benjamin  M.  Comings. 
Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ORDIXARY  MEMBERS  FOR  1S51,  WITH  THE  DEATHS  IX  1851. 

Total.  Deaths. 

78  1 

67  2 

55  1 

46  2 

33  0 

27  1 

26  1 

27  0 

Total,  309  18  356  8 

Note. — Former  Fellows  of  the  Connection!  Medical  Society,  are  permanent 
memhert  of  the  Annual  Convention  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings! and  performing  all  tin-  dunes  of  attending  members,  exoept  that  of  e  i 

their  votes.      Anil  all  members  ol    the  S Sty  an-  invited,  by  the  by-laws,  to  bo 

present  al  all  meetings  of  the  I  Qnventiont  and  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first 

day  of  the  session. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable, 

Hartford  County, 

07 

8 

New  Haven  County, 

50 

8 

New  London  County, 

41 

14 

Litchfield  County, 

42 

4 

"Windham  County, 

30 

3 

I   i    Mild  County, 

22 

5 

Middlesex  County, 

2.j 

1 

Tolland  County, 

22 

5 

HI.  \  I  IIS  OF  MEMBERS  I'M;   I  III:  1  1.  \I;  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1852,  WITH  Till'. 
AGE  A.\n  DISEASE  SO  I \\i:  AS  ASl  l.K  1  aini.h. 

llaiifonl  County,  K.  W.  Carrington,  aged  16,  of  Apoplexy. 
New  Haven  County,  Virgil  .Mao.  How,  Phthisis,  aged  56, 

Andrew  French,  Diseaseof  the  Heart,  aged  68. 
New  I.,, ml,  in  County,  John  0.  Miner,  <  Md  age,  aged  89. 
Fairfield  County,  Warren  Percival,  Infirmities  of  age,  aged  65, 
Litchfield  County,  William  Buel,   Apoplexy,  aged  84. 

Andrew  Abernethy,  Diarrhea,  aged  70. 
Middlesex  County,  Rufus  Turner,  Inflammation  of  Bowels,  aged  61, 


DUTIES  OF  CLERKS 


To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 
To  transmit  to  the  Secret. try  a   list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended    as  a    candidate  for    a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 

■  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 
To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 

3 
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and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  sev- 
eral County  Societies. 


RULES  OF  ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

19.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing;  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  for- 

ward in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1704.  Dr.  S.  II.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Ur.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  Pi  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeua  I  J>-r  t  >,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
IT'.h;.   Dr.  S.  II.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collin-,  on  the  mosl  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Know  ledge  in  this  State. 

17'.hi.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  some  subject. 

179.x.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion, 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "  An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 
L800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  I>r.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafibrd  Mineral  Waters. 

1K17.  Dr.  W.  H.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  BueL  on  Ergot 

1820.  I>r.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow   Fever  at  MiddtetowH. 
L823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainerd. 

l  s •_' 7 .  Dr.  Samuel  B.  \\ (ward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  tin-  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extrauterine  Conception. 
L880.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1885.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 
L836.  Dr.  E.  II.  Ili-ln >| >,  ••  Inilnenee  ot  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease.'' 
L887.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlel  Fever. 
1888.  Dr.  Isaac   (J.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 
Spinal  Irritation. 

1830.  Dr.  Henry  Branson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary  to 

a   l'hy.-ieian. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 
cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

Its  II.  Dr.  Amariali  Brighan%  On  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

I^I'J.   Dr.   Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1848.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phfcbitis. 
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1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by 
the  community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.   George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 


APPENDIX  A. 

Report  of  the  Examining  Committee  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  for  1853. 

Tnr;  Hoard  of  Examiners  oonvened  at  the  Medical  College  in  New  Haven 
imi  Wednesday,  the  L  4th  of  January,  16 

Present  on  the  part  of  the  Medi  \,  Rufus  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  Presi- 

dent, Fairfield;  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  New  Haven;  Benjamin  Welch,  M. 
D.,  Salisbury ;  A^Ulj.l  Woodward,  M.  D., Franklin;  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth, 
M.  D.,  Haiti 

On  the  part  of  Yale  College!  —  Professor*  B.  Silliman,  Eli  Iv.-s,  Jonathan 
Knight,  T.  P.  Beers,  C,  Hooker  and  II.  Branson. 

Fourteen  candidates  were  examined  and  recommended  for  the  degree  of 
Doctor  m  Medicine. 

1.  Franois  Bacon,  New  Haven,  on  the  "  Variableness  o 

2.  Richard  Mil'-    Duel,  Clinton,  mi  "  liliopathio  and   Traumatic  Tetanus." 

3.  James  Hart  Curry,  Peekskill,  X.  V.,  un  "  Typhus  Fever,"  and  the  "  Val- 

edictory Address.'' 

4.  Jonathan  Edv.  ards  Doolittle,  Wallingford,  on  "  Uterine  Leucotihea." 

5.  Nathaniel  Marston  Freeman,  Eastern,  on  "  Croup  '' 

0.  Pierre  Robeau  Holley,  New  Haven,  on  "Croup." 

1.  Oharles  Augustus  Liml-l.y,  B.  A.,  Trinity  Coll., Orange, New  Jersey, on 
"  Diagnosis." 

6  John  Shute  Moody,  New  Haven,  on  "  Anassth 

'.i  George  Benjamin  Parsons,  Kent,  on  "  Inflammation." 

in.  Samuel  Newel]  Rowel), B.  I., Yale,  New  Haven,  on"  Intestinal  Worms." 

1 1.  Wells  11 it. > 1 1  Sellew,  Portland,  mi  "Scarlatina." 

1J.  I'./.-.pii.-l  I'ii.".  i  liei.  Bogota,  N .  t«   '  I  oa  >ai  la ,  on  "  Cinchona.'' 

13.  Noah  Blakeslee  Welton,  Cheshire,  on  "  Erysipelas." 

1  I.  Samuel  Allen  Wilson,  Windsor,  en  "Pneumonia." 

The  Degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  was  conferred  by  President  Woolsey  on 

i  mhIi. I  ites,  From  one  the  degree  was  withheld,  he  not  having  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  Three  are  to  have  their  degrees  when  their  full 
term  of  study  has  expired     Total  14. 

The  Annual  address  to  the  Candidates  eras  gffcen  by  Alvan  Talcott,  M.  D., 
of  Guilford,  late  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  It  was  an  exceedingly 
well  written  and  able  production,  replete  with  sound  maxims  and  good  advice, 
and  was  listened  to  with  much  attention  by  a  large  audience  of  both  sex.  <. 

The  valedictory  address  by  James  II.  Curry,  M  IX,  was  one  of  the  best  efforts 
of  the  kind  we  ever  heard.      It  was  written  in  a  forcible  and  pleasant  style; 
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and  contained  some  decidedly  "good  hits.''  If  the  young  author  enters  upon 
the  practice  of  medicine  with  the  same  vigor,  and  adheres  to  the  good  advice 
inculcated  in  his  address,  we  think  there  will  be  no  doubt  of  his  success. 

The  candidates,  with,  we  regret  to  say,  some  exceptions,  were  exceedingly 
well  prepared,  and  sustained  their  examinations  with  honor  to  themselves, 
their  instructors,  and  the  institution.  Some  of  the  young  gentlemen  were  poor- 
ly prepared  :  more  from  the  want  of  proper  study,  than  from  the  lack  of  care 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  their  instructors  in  the  college. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the 
very  loose  manner  in  which  certificates  of  study  are  given  by  some  instructors. 
It  is  not  sufficient  that  a  student's  name  has  been  entered  in  a  Physician's  office 
for  a  given  time,  to  ensure  a  full  certificate.  He  should  also  bring  some  evi- 
dence that  he  has  pursued  the  study  of  medicine  and  attended  recitations.  It  is 
confidently  believed  that  some  students  appear  before  the  Board  with  a  full 
certificate,  who  have  rarely  or  never  made  a  recitation  to  the  Physician  giving 
the  certificate.  Such  proceedings  are  only  calculated  to  bring  disgrace  upon 
both  the  instructor  and  pupil. 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee  were  well  pleased  with  the  acquirements  of 
the  candidates;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  with  the  exceptions  above 
mentioned,  they  all  passed  with  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board. 
By  order  of  the  Examining  Committee. 

P.   A.  JEWETT. 
New  Haven,  Jan.   17,  1S52. 


APPENDIX   B. 


The  Committee  appointed  under  Dr.    WILSON'S  resolution,  in  relation  to  the 
Report  made  by  the  Fellows  from  the   Fairfield  County  Society,  would  Report: 

We  find  the  facts  in  the  case  to  be  these  :  Three  individuals,  Jeremiah  T. 
Denison,  Daniel  \V.  Northrop  and  Chatincey  Ayres,  were  reported  to  be 
"  notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homeopathy  ;  "  and  therefore,  according  to  a 
By-law  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  the  County 
Society,  on  full  proof  of  the  alleged  fact,  was  competent  to  expel  them.  Due 
notice  was  given  to  the  offenders,  so  that  they  could,  if  they  pleased,  appear  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  charge.  They  failed  to  appear.  The  Society 
then  passed  the  following  vote  :  Resolved,  That  the  above-named  persons  be 
dismissed  from  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society. 

On  referring  to  the  By-laws  it  will  be  seen  that  the  subject  of  dismissing 
members  is  treated  of  by  itself,  in  Article  3d  of  the  section  entitled  County 
Meetings  ;  and  certain  cases  to  which  this  act  may  be  applied  are  very  definite- 
ly stated.  This  act  is  not  applied  to  any  offense,  in  the  strict  sense  of  that  term, 
unless  to  "  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  taxes"  be  an  offense.  But  this  seems  to  be 
considered  by  the  Society  simply   as  indicating  that  the  individual  does  not 
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prize  the  privilege  of  belonging  to  it  sufficiently  to  make  it  proper  that  he 
continue  to  be  a  member. 

Offenses  and  misdemeanors  are  treated  of  in  the  4th  Article  of  the  same  Sec- 
tion.    The  process  to  be  gone  through  with  in  the  treatment  of  offenders  is  fully 
'1;  and  the  result  is,  that  "  the  offender,  under  conviction,  may  be  pun- 
ished by  admonition,  by  suspension  from  the  privileges  of  the  Society  for  a  pe- 
riod not  exceeding  two  years,  or  by  expulsion  from  the  Society. 

The  '  '  et  n  ported  by  the  Fairfield  County  delegation  clearly  come  under 
this  head;  and  the  proper  course  for  the  County  Society  to  pursue  was,  to  inflict 
some  '»n<-  of  the  forms  of  punishment  named  in  that  Article,  instead  of  simply 
diitni  ting  the  offenders,  and  to  report  their  action,  if  expulsion  were  decided 
upon,  to  the  3tate  Society  for  its  ratification. 

The  subj  icl  of  the  treat nt  due  from  our  Society  to  Physicians  who  become 

Homeopathic  practitioners  is  of  very  great  importance,  and  merits  from  your 
Committee  some  consideration  in  view  of  the  cases  which  have  been  referred 
to  us. 

The  object  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  in  granting  a  Charter  to  the  State 
Medical  Society,  was  to  secure  to  the  people  ol  Connecticut  the  services  of  a 
well  educated  body  of  Physicians,  b  ■  nions, 
and  statements,  and  alleged  discoveries,  would  be  thoroughly  examined  and 
canvassed  by  the  profession.  The  idea  was  not  indulged  lor  :i  moment,  that 
there  would  no!  be  perfect  freed if  opinion  at g  the medioal  men  era- 
braced  in  the  State  Society.    And  therefore  no  provision  oi  asure  was  con- 

templated  which  should   introduce  to  the   pu  Physicians, 

distinct  from  the  dical  profession  authorized  b)   I  iw  and  in  opposition  to  it. 

It  was  presumed  that  every  new  doctrine  or  pretend 

fair  chance  of  a  full  and  candid  investigation,  and  thai  there  was  n  i  need,  oi 
organizing  and  chartering  .i  particular  sect,  pledged  to  its  establishment,  in 
order  thai  its  claims  might  be  properly  urged.  And  the  hit  dicine 
shows  that  the  presumption  thus  entertained  by  the  Legislature  was  well  found- 
ed     No  docl system,  any  pari  ol  which  time  has  shown  to  be  valuable, 

has  been  wholly  rejected  by  the  medical  prof — ion;  but  on  the  other  hand,  it 
has  been  examined  and  Bifted,  and  the  valuable  portion,  however  -mall  it  may 

be,  has  b i  retained   and  stored  among  the  permanent   acquisitions  of  our 

sc  tense. 

But  H  has  been  contended  within  the  last  few  years,  that  the  med 
sh»n  lm-  failed  icomplish  its  mission  in  this  respect,  and  that  progress  de- 
mand- that  other  appliances  should  be  put  in  requisition,  in  order  that  ail  tie- 
re rces  of  medical  science  be  developed.     Accordingly  various  sects  have  aris- 

.  ii.  ■  died  mto  being  by  crude  dreamers,  eacli  imagining  that  he  has  been 
charged,  as  Hahnemann  supposed  hiraselfto  be.  with  ••  tie-  j  ,|  God 

to  man."     The  systems  which  bind  tie  -  ts  tog    thcr  have  their  adherents  in 

•  nt  classes  ol  tin'  community,  each  according  to  iu  peculiar  character. 
And  Homeopathy,  Hydropathy,  Thorasonism,  Eclecticism,  fcc,  are  all  but  np- 
ii  'lie  same  radicalism,  suited  in  character  to  the  circumstances  under 
which  they  spring  up.  Thomsonism,  for  example,  suit-  the  coarser  mind  that 
demands  bold  and  palpable  results;  while  Homeopathy  attracts  minds  which 
are  refined  by  fashion  or  education,  and  especially  those  which  are  tinctured 
with  transcendentalism. 
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These  systems,  however  widely  they  differ  in  character,  all  agree  in  one 
thing— they  are  all  at  war  with  what  they  term  the  "  regular"  profession.  And 
this  war,  which  is  one  of  extermination,  they  have  prosecuted  from  the  begin- 
ning. It  is  idle,  therefore,  for  their  advocates  to  claim  that  they  have  been 
cast  out  of  the  medical  profession.  They  have  exiled  themselves  by  the  posi- 
tion which  they  have  voluntarily  assumed.  They  have  ignored  the  profession, 
and  their  appeal  has  ever  been  from  the  profession  to  the  people;  and  if  we 
take  them  at  their  word  and  say,  '  to  the  people  let  them  go,'  they  can  not  ac- 
cuse us  of  exclusiveness  or  persecution. 

The  remarks  just  made  are  applicable  as  fully  to  Homeopathy  as  to  the  oth- 
er systems  which  we  have  named.  This  system,  it  is  true,  was  broached  by 
a  regular  Physician;  but  it  was  after  he  had  cut  himself  loose  from  the  profes- 
sion, and  proved  himself  not  only  an  empiric,  but  a  cheat,  by  selling  common 
borax  as  a  newly  discovered  specific,  at  the  enormous  price  of  a  louts  d'or  per 
ounce.  And  Homeopathy,  thus  born  in  empiricism,  has  ever  retained  the  im- 
press of  its  origin.  It  has  not  waited  to  be  driven  from  the  domains  of  sci- 
ence;  but,  banishing  itself,  it  has  ever  worn  the  garb,  and  adopted  the  modes 
and  tactics  of  quackery.  The  claim,  therefore,  which  its  motley  herd  of  vota- 
ries now  so  boldly  set  up  for  the  privileges  and  honors  which  science  gives,  is 
not  only  baseless  but  impudent,  and  quite  as  much  so  as  that  which  is  set  up 
just  as  boldly  by  their  brethren  in  radicalism,  the  Thomsonians  and  Eclectics. 

It  is  pertinent  to  remark  here,  that  the  assertion  "which  the  advocates  of  these 
various  systems  so  often  make — that  the  medical  profession  has,  like  them, 
adopted  an  exclusive  set  of  doctrines — is  entirely  false.  The  term  Allopath, 
which  the  Homeopathists  bestow  upon  us,  is  a  misnomer.  The  great  body  of 
the  profession  are  ready  to  receive  any  facts  or  doctrines,  from  whatever  quar- 
ter they  may  come,  demanding  only  that  they  shall  be  proved  to  be  true. 

The  issue,  then,  between  the  regular  profession  and  the  various  sects  which 
have  lately  risen,  is  distinct  and  clear.  The  profession  claims,  that  in  the  un- 
sectarian  organization  which  the  Legislature  has  given  it  in  its  charter,  it  is  ac- 
complishing in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible  the  object  aimed  at — the  sup- 
plying the  community  with  a  body  of  well-educated  Physicians.  And  it  fur- 
ther claims,  that  it  does  this  without  trenching  in  the  least  upon  liberty  of  opin- 
ion. The  various  sects,  on  the  contrary,  claim  that  the  Legislature  was  mis- 
taken in  its  views,  and  that  the  only  way  to  secure  liberty  of  opinion,  and 
therefore  progress,  is  to  grant  an  organization  to  every  sect  that  asks  for  it,  and 
that  too  without  exacting  of  it  an  adherence  to  rules  recognizing  the  necessity 
of  thorough  education.  The  question  before  the  community  is  not,  as  Homreo- 
pathists  and  others  contend,  whether  an  Allopathic  sect,  so  called,  is  to  have  a 
monopoly,  or  is  to  share  equal  rights  with  other  medical  sects ;  but  it  is,  wheth- 
er an  unsectarian  and  educated  profession  shall  be  sustained,  or  the  communi- 
ty shall,  in  place  of  it,  be  filled  with  a  variety  of  uneducated  and  irresponsible 
sects  in  medicine.  And  all  that  we  ask  of  the  Legislature  is,  that  it  shall  not 
forsake  the  original  design  at  which  it  distinctly  aimed  in  granting  the  Charter 
of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  not  that  it  shall  secure  to  us  any  monopoly. 
We  do  not  ask  that  any  medical  sect  shall  be  put  down  by  the  power  of  law, 
but  simply  that  no  sect  as  such  shall  be  authorized  by  law  to  assume  the  posi- 
tion, so  long  granted  to  a  profession  which  allows  of  the  utmost  latitude  of  opin- 
ion, and  recognizes  character  and  education  as  the  only  basis  of  membership. 
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These  preliminary  remarks  have  been  necessary,  in  order  to  come  to  a  right 
decision  of  the  question,  as  to  what  our  duty  is  in  relation  to  Physicians  in  our 
ranks  who  become  Homeopathic  practitioners. 

Some  forbearance  has  hitherto  been  exercised  toward  such  offenders,  but  it 
is  now  fast  becoming  the  general  sentiment  of  the  profession  that  they  should 
at  once  be  excluded  from  our  Societii-. 

They  can  be  excluded  for  misdemeanors.  It  is  a  well  known  fact,  however 
much  it  may  be  disputed  in  certain  quarters,  that  the  great  majority  of  lio- 
meopathic  practitioners  are  not  only  poorly  educated  and  destitute  of  any 
proper  credentials,  but  they  are  guilty  of  practicing  the  grossest  arts  of  quack- 
ery.    Any  act  of  association  with  the  common  herd  of  Homeopathic   practi- 

its  should  therefore  be  treated  as  a  misdemeanor ;  and  simply  because  it 

contravenes  the  great  object  ol  our  organization — the  securing  to  the  commu- 
nity a  body  of  well  educated  medical  nun. 

lint  it  is  not  nece  sary,  we  contend,  to  wail  for  the  commission  of  any  such 

definite  and  individual  act.     11 topathy  has  been  bef the  profession  lor 

hall  a  century  and  has  been  thoroughly  examined  ;  and  if  there  be  a  modicum 

ol  tiutli  ill  it,  that  would  nut  In-  losl  to  science,  in    11  should 

at  once,  as  it  i*  d'-stmed  to  do  ma  sle-rt  period  of  time,  pass  into  utter  oblivion. 
Ami  in  the  position  which  Homeopathy  ha-  been  assuming  more  and  more 
distinctly  ever  since  its  rise,  it  i-  not,  beii  observed,  a  system  of  doctrines  mere- 
ly; but  a  sy.-leni  of  doctrines,  or  rather  a  group  ol  dogmas,  united  with  all  the 
arts  and  appliances  of  quackery,  and  relying  on  them  for  its  lupport  ;  and  after 
fifty  years'  experience  with  it,  the  profession  are  justified  in  treating  it  a-  b  is  i  - 
mi;:  i iii    cl iter. 

Very  different  would   be  the  position  of  the  profession  inward  Homeopathy, 

if  it  had  a  i <l,  hi i  lea  doctrines  advanced  by  Physii  ians,  to  g  ito  a  foothold 

among  medical  a  alone  or  chiefly,  instead  "i  making  its  appeal  to  the  pop- 
ular favor  ami  against  the  profession,  In  tit  tl  turd  a-  Homeopathy  i-, 
we  -in  hi  hi,  as  advocates  of  freedom  "f  opinion  In  medicine,  dismiss  at  once  the 
idea  of  subjecting  any  of  its  votaries  thai  might  he  found  in  our  ranks  to  d 
pllne,  anil  should  be  content  to  comb  it  it  with  argument,  confident  oj  the,  pow- 
ei  of  truth  to  dispel  the  delusion.  Hut  a  system  of  quackery,  based  upon  u 
i  nin  I  ile  of  dogmas,  put  forth  by  one  who  was  at  once  a  dreamer  ami  an  empir- 
ic, Burely  merits  no  such  consideration  from  medical  men.  And  as  its  adher- 
ent- do  not  aim  simply  at  the  establishment  ot  a  system  ■•!  doctrines,  but  wage 
a  war  ol  radicalism  against  the  profession,  and  seek  to  throw  down  the  barri- 
ers that  guard  ii  Irom  the  intrusion  of  ignorance  and  quackery,  if  any  of  them 

I"-  I »l  in  our  rank-,  our  duly  clearly  is  to  expel  them.     Such  a  course  is  nut 

only  dictated  by  self-respeot,  but  the  regard  which  is  due  from  Physicians  to 
the  welfare  Of  the  oommunity  demands  it  of  us.  If  we  do  not  expel  them,  wc 
con-eni  to  the  base  and  destructive  alliance  between  science  and  empiricism, 
which  they  are  attempting  to  affect  by  retaining  their  place  in  our  Societies. 
To  occupy  the  position  at  once  ot  Physician  and  of  quack,  is  an  inconsistency 
to  wliah  no  reasonable  man  would  ask  the  profession  to  give  its  -auction. 

In  view  of  these  facts  ami  principles  therefore,  your  Committee  recommend 
ili  it  in  accordance  with  our  By-laws,  every  Physician  who  becomes  a  Ho- 
ne lop ailue  practitioner,  should  at  once,  on  proof  of  the  fact,  be  expelled  from 
the  Society. 

4 
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Perhaps  it  will  be  said  that,  although  most  of  those  regular  Physicians  who 
become  Homeopathists  do  so  for  pecuniary  reasons  alone,  there  are  some  few 
who  are  honest  in  their  convictions,  and  that  these  should  not  be  dealt  with  in 
this  peremptory  manner.  In  reply  to  this  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is  ordinarily 
impossible  to  distinguish  between  those  who  are  honest  and  those  who  are  not 
so;  and  even  if  we  could  make  the  distinction,  an  honest  conviction  in  favor  of 
so  gross  a  delusion  may  be  justly  considered  as  proving  a  mental  obliquity  so 
great,  as  to  disqualify  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of  a  Physician. 
It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  if  a  Physician  should  think  that  the  alleged 
principle,  similia  similibus  curantur,  which  was  definitely  advanced  by  Stahl 
a  century  before  Hahnemann  made  it  the  basis  of  his  system,  applies  as  an 
explanation  of  some  of  the  phenomena  developed  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 
or  if  he  should  think  that  Homeopathists  have  brought  to  our  notice  some  rem- 
edies which  are  of  value,  such  opinions  do  by  no  means  make  him  a  Homeo- 
pathist,  or  subject  him  to  discipline.  "We  put  no  restriction  upon  mere  opin- 
ions in  our  organizations.  It  is  the  adoption  of  Homeopathy  as  a  system  of 
doctrine  and  practice,  and  of  its  practitioners  as  brethren — it  is  the  going  over 
to  Homeopathists  as  a  sect — which  alone  can  make  the  term  Homeopathist 
applicable  to  any  Physician,  and  render  him  a  fit  subject  for  the  act  of  expul- 
sion. At  the  same  time  it  should  be  remarked,  that  those  who,  in  order  to 
cater  to  the  popular  prejudice,  inform  a  portion  of  their  employers,  that  they 
are  ready  to  practice  Homeopathically  as  well  as  in  the  old  'way,  (as  it  is 
termed,)  are  guilty  of  an  obedience  to  the  behests  of  quackery,  indicating  a  loss 
of  the  self-respect  belonging  to  every  high-minded  Physician. 

In  accordance  with  the  views  presented  in  this  Report,  your  Committee  rec- 
ommend, that  the  action  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society  be  not  rati- 
fied, and  that  the  subject  be  referred  back  to  that  Society,  that  they  may  act 
upon  it  in  compliance  with  the  By-laws,  in  order  that  their  action  may  in 
proper  form  come  before  the  State  Society  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 

WOR.THINGTON  HOOKER,  Chairman. 


APPENDIX    C. 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  FELLOWS  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College  respectfully  report : 

That  the  committee  was  called  to  meet  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
corporation  of  Yale  College  upon  the  reception  of  the  resignation  of  Henry 
Bronson,  M.  D.  All  but  one  of  the  members  of  your  committee  being  present, 
sufficient  to  form  a  quorum,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  nominate  to  the  cor- 
poration Worthington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  as  a  professor  in  Yale  College. 

E.  H.  BISHOP,  Secretary. 

New  Haven,  May  12th,  1S52. 
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APPENDIX  D. 

Every  social  organization  needs  a  system  of  By-laws,  in  other  words,  an 
ethical  code,  for  the  regulation  of  the  social  conduct.  This  requires  some  sac- 
rifice on  the  part  of  individual-,  otherwise  the  individual  impulses  would  be 
sufficient  to  regulate  the  social  relations. 

The  idea  of  moral  obligation  is  inseparable  from  an  intelligent  code  of  man- 
ners, li.  ';iu-i-  we  arc  conscious  of  an  intimate  connection  between  the  outward 

Dial is  and  the  moral  sentiments.      This  consciousness  lias  extended  the  word 

ethics  from  its  etymological  abode  in  the  manners  to  a  seat  in  the  moral  nature. 

Therefore  in  <  rj  organization  formed  for  the  interests  of  our  fellow-men, 
the  members  should  cultivate  a  high  sense  of  the  moral  obligations  imposed 
upon  them  by  their  artieics  of  agreement,  and,  by  every  act  of  their  lives, 
evince  a  lively  and  increasing  interest  in  the  object  for  which  the  compact  is 

formed. 

Tins  is  particularly  true  in  the  medical  profession.  Designed  as  it  original- 
ly was,  to  protect  the  health]  to  remove  diseases  incident  to  our  race,  and  con- 
Beqnently  to  increase  every  one's  sphere  <>(  usefulness^  a  code  "i  medical  ethics 
lias  been  formed,  which  is  admirably  adapted  to  accomplish  these  important 
objects.  Tin-  observance  of  these  rules  is  highly  Important,  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  accomplishing  these  objects,  but  of  ejevatiag  the  moral  force  of  the 
profession  to  which  we  ii   Ion 

It  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  propriety  of  complying  with  tin*  vari- 
ous regulations  adopted  by  the  **  American  Medical  Association,"  and  by  all 
our  loeal  Societies.      Bui   it  is  proper    <"  remark    upon  the    violation  of  some  of 

these  regulations  by  member!  ol  ociety,  who,  were  it  not  for  these  impro- 

prieties,  would  be  unexceptionable  and  honorable  memta 

Consultation--  and  familiar  professional  intereour-c  should  be  encouraged 
with  all  the  members  of  our  profession  who  possess  s  "  moral  and  professional" 
character,  which  justly  entitles  them  to  such  attentions.  Bat  where  a  deficien- 
cy, either  of  '*  moral"  or  respectnbl  *'  professional  standing"  exists^  consulta- 
tion and  familiar  professional  intercourse  with  them  should  not  be  encour- 
Wlthln  the  observation  of  your  committee,  continued  and  strenuous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  remove  the  very  jusl  restriction  of  former  wise  legis- 
lators upon  those  who,  without  proper  qualifications,  have  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine. 

<  hir  legislators  were  urged  by  the  uneducated  followers  of  Samuel  Thompson 
to  repeal  one  section  of  our  act  of  incorporation,  and  requested  by  the  members 

of  our  SOCtety  DOt  U3  repeal  it. 

It  i-  perhaps  inseparable  from  the  narrowness  of  party  spirit,  and  the  omniv- 

i    lust  of  brief  authority,  to  measure  the  Importance  of  petitions  by  the  po- 

litical  power  of  the  petitioners.     It  is  unfortunate  if  it  is  so. 

We  ret  that  this  petition  was  not  considered  on  its  own  merits, 

aside  from  all  party  bias  whatsoever.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted, 
and  the  petitioners  were  placed,  so  far  as  the  sanction  of  legislative  authority 
.  .  toed,  on  ■  footing  with  thoroughly  educated  practitioners. 

On  the  propriety  of  this  course,  no  expression  of  opinion  is  necessary.     But 
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if  our  code  of  ethics,  as  it  now  exists,  had  always  been  duly  regarded,  both  in 
letter  and  spirit,  perhaps  no  legislative  action  would  ever  have  been  taken. 

Formerly  and  at  the  present  time  a  course  lias  been  pursued  by  many  of  the 
profession  well  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  this  and  other  classes  of 
empirics.  Consultations  with  any  class,  which  depends  on  a  reputation  based 
upon  any  special  mode  of  practice,  will  do  infinitely  more  to  sustain  them  than 
legislative  acts.  Aside  from  a  temporary  and  personal  advantage,  which  might 
be  gained  by  such  consultations,  no  benefit  is  to  be  expected. 

"We  are  not  disposed  to  rpprobate  the  ignorance  of  Samuel  Thompson  for  assert- 
ing in  the  nineteenth  century  that  fire,  air,  earth,  and  water,  were  simple  ele- 
mentary bodies,  or  for  his  indiscriminate  use  of  capsicum  and  lobelia,  and  pass 
over  all  other  classes  of  empirics  as  being  less  objectionable  ;  for  while  the  pros- 
trating effect  of  lobelia  in  a  low  stage  of  typhus  fever  would,  with  more  appar- 
ent certainty,  hasten  the  death  of  a  patient,  than  would  an  infinitesimal  dose  of 
sulphur  or  charcoal,  it  is  equally  true  that  sins  of  omission  are  often  as  great  as 
sins  of  commission.  The  whole  group  of  quackery  and  imposition  of  this  char- 
acter is  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  medical  profession,  and  the  welfare  of 
the  public;  and  everf  member  of  our  profession,  who  wishes  to  advance  the 
interests  of  science  and  benefit  his  fellow-men,  should  at  once  and  forever  aban- 
don all  professional  intercourse  with  those  who  make  any  pretensions  to  a  spe- 
cial system  of  practice,  avoiding  with  equal  scrupulousness  the  natural  bone- 
setter,  the  believer  in  the  senseless  doctrine  " similia  similibus  curantur,''  the 
dealer  in  lobelia,  et  id  omnc  genus. 

Very  nearly  allied  to  this  subject  is  the  practice  of  many  of  our  highly  res- 
pectable physicians  of  giving  their  names  in  recommendation  of  a  nostrum 
possessing  very  little  intrinsic  merit,  and  altogether  inferior,  as  a  medicinal 
agent,  to  the  every-day  prescriptions  of  an  intelligent  physician,  and  which  is 
in  the  highest  degree  reprehensible.  For  example,  take  the  composition  called 
"  Cherry  Pectoral,"  the  advertisement  of  which  is  accompanied  by  a  plate  rep- 
resenting chemical  utensils  almost  sufficient  for  a  full  exposition  of  the  science 
of  chemistry,  and  by  a  long  list  of  names  of  distinguished  professional  men.* 

They  recommend  a  mixture  of  Morphine,  Blood  Root,  Ipecac,  Antimony, 
and  Sirup  of  Black  Cherry,  "  protected  by  law  from  counterfeits,"  with  the  fact 
fully  before  them,  that  this  compound  can  not  be  beneficial  or  even  safe,  in  all 
stages  of  any  particular  disease. 

Still  more  reprehensible,  if  possible,  is  the  practice  of  advising  our  patients 
to  use  the  various  nostrums  which  are  at  the  present  day  so  profusely  palmed 
upon  the  public.  The  aid  of  intelligent  and  honest  members  of  our  profession 
should  not  be  rendered  to  increase  the  wealth  of  those  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  nostrums. 

Intelligent  physicians  should  carefully  investigate  every  case  of  disease  which 
comes  under  their  observation;  and  if  they  understand  the  diagnosis  and  pa- 
thology, and  are  not  grossly  deficient  in  their  knowledge  of  materia  medica, 
they  will  be  successful  in  the  treatment.  If  they  are  too  indolent  to  investigate 
the  character  of  the  disease,  or  incapable  of  prescribing  a  judicious  course  of 

*The  recommendation  of  "  Ayres'  Cherry  Pectoral"  to  which  Professor  Silli- 
man's  name  is  attached,  is  a  forgery.  He  says  "  I  positively  refused  to  recom- 
mend it,  or  to  give  him  leave  in  any  way  to  use  my  name."  It  is  believed  that 
many  of  the  other  similar  recommendations  are  forgeries. 
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treatment,  it  is  their  duty  to  admit  the  truth,  instead  of  recommending  "quack 
medicines.''  1-  it  not  apparent  that  indolence,  self-interest,  and  a  desire  to 
retain  the  patronage  of  employer-,  lie  at  the  root  of  this  evil .' 

Vonr  committee  reluctantly  allude  to  the  course  pursued  by  a  portion  of  a 
highly  respectable  alass  of  our  citizens  in  relation  to  the  interests  of  the  medi- 
cal profession.  It  is  well  known  that  the  clergymen  throughout  the  country 
hat    ,  from  time  immemorial,  received  the  gratuitous  ■■       c  -  of  our  proles- ion. 

And  these ive  been  cheerfully  rendered.     It  is  admitted  that  there 

have  been  -one-  exceptions  to  the  application  of  this  rule;  where  for  example, 
the  i  lergyman  received  a  libei  il  al  i  .  and  bis  pecuniary  circumstances  ren- 
dered lion  abundantly  able  lot  irate  his  family  physician.  With  these 
few  exceptions,  the  members  ol  the  medical  profession  have  spent  a  great 
amount  of  their  valuable  tune-  in  administering  to  the  n  ■:  their  pas- 
ta and  their  pastors' families  Bow  have  these  kind  servioes  been  reciprocated  .' 
Noi  by  a  careful  attention  to  the  merits  of  the  science  <•!  medicine,  (  which  has 
si.  r.,d  the  tesl  of  ages,  and  which  will  stand,  when  the  nostrums  and  •'  isms"  of 
the  age  in  which  we  live  shall  be  remi  mbered  on      i  -  "  things  th  u  were,"  )  not 

by  a  course  ol  conduct  that  would  insp :onfldence  in  a  system  of  practice  with 

whioh  a  careful  observe!  would  be  favorably  impressed ;  but  by 

ado] ■  the  visit ry  do -  ol  di  apj I  d  and  disaffected  indit  iduals,  who, 

either  from  the  wan  i  oi  ability  to  in  'I   rii  nd  the  principles  of  out  profession*  or  of 

judgmenl  !'•  apply  them,  have  bee advo    it<  -  "i  Homeopathy.  Thomp- 

sonlsin,  Me-iiMii- r  some  otherequally  ridiculous  and  senseless  chimera. 

Out     i- :i   benevolent,  self-    i  nd  to  some  extent,  a  thankless  profes- 

sion ;  and  in  proof  of  the  lasl  assertion,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  that  portion 
of  the  clergy  alluded  to.     (  >i   this  class,  one,  who  has  partaken  ol  the  hospital- 

Itic    ol    i  ol  our  members,  as  v,  ill  as  of  the  religious  community  to  a  wide 

extent,  on   account  ol   the  work  ol  benevolem  b  he  was  engaged,  has 

noi  only  abused  our  confidence,  bu  I  to  vending  the  simp  of  "  Hock 

Ho-  e  a  ml  3  ir-  apai  III  i."  and  is  his  influe xtends  ha  down 

with  him  in  Ins  descent  the  Bacred  cause  ol  religious  benevolence,  foi  the  pur- 

tin,  rather  than  of  godlin  Lnd  that  he  may  the  more  effectually 

n.     in i  it  iiii  extensive  sale,  In-  has,  in  a  manner  altogether  inconsistent  with 

the  charactet  oi   a  relig s  teacher,  penetrated  the  sanctuary  of  the  dead,  and 

perverted  the  true  meaning  "I   living  testimonial.     Several  highly  respectable 
|ib\  licians  have  expressed  a  faVorable  opinion  of  the  use  of  Rock  Rose,  uncoM- 
bined  with  other  articles,  and  these  opinions  have  been  used   for  the  recoin- 
iii    ml  mo. i   of    i    mixture,    the    composition   of  which    is    not    known  by 
whose  names  and  influ  i  been  thus  employed. 

\ lommittee   will  ool  be  n  of  the  record" 

while  they  speak  in  i  i  in-  oi  disapprobation  of  the  collasieo  which  too  frequent- 
ly exists  between  the  physioian  and  the  apothecary.     In  urred 
it  v  has  exerted  an  influenoe  lor  a  particular  member  of  the 

medical    profess greatly  to  the  prejudice  of    others   equally    meritorious, 

use  he  has  received  tie  ins  of  his  friend :  and  for  that  favor  he 

has  paid  a  liberal  per  ecntage. 

An  honorable  and  laudable  desire  to  promote  the  respectability  of  the  medi- 
cal profession  and  of  apothecaries,  should  be  arrayed  against  a  practice  so  dis- 
able to  the  parties  thus  combined  lo  promote  their  own  pecuniary  inter- 
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ests.  The  practice  of  medicine  and  the  art  of  dispensing  it,  should  not  be  con- 
verted into  a  mere  trade,  of  which  the  governing  principle  is  to  make  the  most 
of  the  business,  at  the  expense  of  more  honest  and  conscientious  associates. 

Those  who  pursue  a  course  of  this  kind  may,  and  often  do  succeed  in  accom- 
plishing the  object  in  view.  The  eye  of  the  public  may  fail  to  detect  the  ini- 
quity ;  but  their  honorable  brethren  will  mark  them  with  unmistakable  disap- 
probation. 

As  has  been  already  intimated,  a  high  sense  of  moral  obligation  should  be 
sufficient  to  induce  every  member  of  our  profession  to  act  so  as  best  to  promote 
the  interests  of  all. 

The  prosperity,  and  to  a  great  extent  the  usefulness  of  our  profession,  is  de- 
pendent upon  the  action  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  it;  and  as  motives  which 
originate  in  selfishness  will  sometimes  induce  individuals  to  deviate  from  the 
course  which  the  moral  sense  dictates,  a  system  of  ethics  has  been  adopted, 
which  should  in  all  cases  guide  and  restrain  the  wavering.  It  would  seem  to 
be  wholly  unnecessary  to  remind  the  members  of  our  liberal  and  honorable 
profession  of  the  propriety  of  obeying  the  suggestions  of  the  moral  sense;  but 
inasmuch  as  there  is  a  proneness  to  disregard  the  "  higher  law,''  we  have  a 
written  code  of  medical  ethics  so  plain  that  "  he  who  runs  may  read." 

The  attention  of  your  committee  has  also  been  directed  to  the  question  of 
remuneration  for  services,  as  a  branch  of  medical  ethics,  atfecting  both  the 
physician  and  his  employer.  When  we  take  into  view  the  expense  of  acquir- 
ing a  medical  education,  and  the  demands  for  the  sacrifice  of  time  and  services 
that  are  consequent  on  the  practice  of  medicine,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
tarirf  of  charges  usually  adopted  by  physicians  in  this  state  is  very  low.  It  is 
believed  that  industrious  mechanics  as  a  class,  with  little  expense  in  learning 
a  trade,  a  total  exemption  from  the  watchings,  cares,  and  mental  disquiet  of  a 
professional  life,  with  comparatively  small  sacrifice  of  time,  or  talents,  in  car- 
rying on  the  great  moral,  educational,  and  benevolent  movements  of  the  age, 
accumulate  a  much  larger  amount  of  property  than  is  usually  the  portion  of 
physicians  practicing  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

With  the  demand  for  labor,  the  cheapness  of  land,  and  the  abundance  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  the  calls  on  our  profession  for  gratuitous  services  ought 
to  be  few,  much  fewer  than  they  are.  Medical  men  should  place  a  higher  val- 
ue on  their  labors.  Although  there  are  confessedly  many  calls  for  the  exercise 
of  unquestioned  benevolence,  yet  the  man  who  is  able  to  purchase  what  with 
us  are  considered  the  necessaries  of  life,  might  and  should  pay  something  to 
compensate  the  physician,  who  has  devoted  his  time,  and  skill,  and  anxious 
care,  for  the  recovery  from  sickness  of  himself  or  family.  There  is,  for  this,  a. 
moral  obligation  resting  on  the  patient  which,  if  he  can,  he  ought  to  discharge  ; 
and  his  morals  are  vitiated,  if  through  his  own  or  his  physician's  neglect,  it  fails 
to  be  done. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  this  question  of  fees  suggested  by  the  practice  of 
those  physicians  who  descend  to  the  trick  of  undercharging  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  patronage.  Such  unprofessional  conduct  affects  the  dignity  and  honor 
of  the  profession,  and  demands  the  severest  reprehension.  It  destroys  the  self- 
respect  of  the  delinquent,  and  consequently  disqualifies  him  for  honorable 
membership.  It  undermines  the  foundation  of  all  fraternal  confidence  and 
intercourse,  and  would,  if  generally  adopted,  degrade  the  profession  to  the  low 
level  of  the  jockey  and  sharper. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  thorough  academical  and  medical  education,  which 
is  now  required,  will  tend  to  exclude  from  the  profession  such  persons  as  might 
be  disposed  to  degrade  its  majesty  and  divert  its  high  honcrs  to  the  purposes 
of  craft  and  trickery,  such  as  should  be  named  only  as  belonging  to  empirics 
and  charlatan-. 

If  it  is  true  in  politics,  it  should  not  be  In  the  medical  profession,  that  "  every 
man  has  his  price.'* 

ARCHIBALD  WELCH,  Chairman. 

Note. — As  no  opportunity  presented  to  confer  with  Dr.  Beckwith,  (one  of  the 
committee,)  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Convention,  he  submitted  the  fol- 
ing  report. 


APPENDIX    E. 

The  Committee  to  irhom  u-as  referred  the  subject  of  Medical  Ethics,  further 

It' port  : 

That  great  progress  has  I a  made  in  thisde)  a  rt men t  of  our  profession  with- 
in the  tasl  half-century.  In  reviewing  the  history  of  our  profession,  we  find  no 
well  defined  system  of  medical  polici  ,  na  il  Medical  Ethics,  before  the 
■  ■  tablishmenl  of  Medical  Schools,  anil  I  tl f  Medical  Societies. 

The  wants  of  the  < tunity  were  [bund  to  demand  a  more  cnlighteaed  and 

better  educated  class  of  practitiouers,  ' ■■■'  the  ex  g  mcies  <>i  tli"  times  and 

to  sustain  itself  among  the  liberal  professions  ol  the  day.    Theological  and  Law 
Sn] Is   were  becoming  established  mprove nl  of  the  cler- 

ical an.l  legal  professions  from  the  accession  of  a  ol  uu  "t"  educated  men. 
an  impetus  to  om   profession   which  has  conduced  to*  elevate  its  character  and 
p]  ice  ii  anmng  the  Liberal  professions  in  all  countries. 

When  the  profession  began  its  new  and  higher  range  of  thought  and  destiny, 
and  to  investigate  the  immense  fields  of  natural  history  and  the  unexplored 
depths  of  science  which  were  placed  within  the  legitimate  sphere  of  its  re- 
search; and  the  vast  regions  of  the  animal,  material  and  vegetable  kingdoms 
were  given  up  to  it,  not  n>  they  are  yielded  to  the  naturalist,  for  cla-sification 
and  investigation  merely,  but  as  the  means  of  sustaining  human  life  and. de- 
fending ii  from  the  attacks  of  tie-  destroyer;  a  host  of  remedies  wen  thus 
brought  into  the  service  "i  the  profession  hitherto  unknown  and  of  course 
unappreciated  and  lost  to  the   world.     With  the  commencement  of  mei 

ations,  whioh  can  have  existed  Inn  about  half  a  century,  and  lie-  com- 
mencement of  a  course  of  medical  instruction  in  the  several  departments  of  our 
profession,  must  be  attributable  the  origin  and  adoption  of  thai  code  of  medi- 
cal ethics  iml  police  which  is  now  found  to  hold  a  prominent  place  in  the 
itzation  of  every  well  regulated  medical  society.  A  well  denned  system 
whioh  prescribes  the  rules  of  intercourse,  the  honorable  bearing  winch  the 
members  "i    the    society   are  to  render   toward  each  other — the  respect  due  to 

seniority  in  the  profession — the  regulation  of  medical  charges — the  subjects  of 

medical    benevolence,  and  the  whole  conduct  of  the   members  of  the  profes- 
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sion  to  each  other  and  to  the  public.  With  their  rules  you  are  familiar.  They 
proceed  upon  that  great  principle  of  universal  application,  *'  Do  unto  others  as 
you  wish  them  to  do  unto  you." 

Fifty  years  since  and  the  hardy  sons  of  Esculapius  were  heroic  not  only  in 
their  treatment  of  diseases,  but  in  their  treatment  of  each  other.  The  prac- 
titioner who  relied  upon  the  lancet,  who  could  venture  to  abstract  the  largest 
quantity  of  blood  or  subdue  disease  by  the  most  potent  remedies,  was  deemed 
the  safer  man,  for  he  was  a  man  of  undoubted  courage,  and  toward  his  rival, 
if  there  was  of  necessity  any  collision  of  interest,  (with  some  honorable  excep- 
tions,) he  pursued  an  unrelenting  warfare;  and  he  who  could  not  assume  this 
warlike  attitude  and  even  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  camp,  was  often 
regarded  as  too  tame  a  man  to  be  deserving  of  the  confidence  of  the  public. 
This  warfare  was  not  confined  to  the  rival  practitioner,  but  to  all  his  remedies, 
and  he  needed  no  other  incentive  but  to  be  told  that  his  rival  had  prescribed 
a  certain  remedy,  to  avoid  it  himself.  His  rivalry  and  embittered  feelings 
involved  the  whole  community — in  many,  in  other  respects  quiet  places  in  the 
country,  it  was  almost  the  only  excitement  which  agitated  the  community — 
and  in  this  they  gloried,  preferring  rather  to  die  in  the  manly  defense  of  the 
practice,  or  the  remedies  of  their  family  physician,  than  to  trust  the  efficacy  of 
the  remedies  of  more  successful  rival  practitioners.  Hence  the  quarrels  of 
medical  men  became  proverbial  and  thence  the  origin  of  that  significant  prov- 
erb "  who  shall  decide  when  doctors  disagree  ?" 

But  a  better  day  has  dawned  upon  the  medical  profession,  when  kindness 
and  good  offices  to  each  other  are  passports  to  eminence  in  the  profession  ;  when 
there  is  a  generous  emulation  to  excel  in  manifestations  of  kindness  and  benev- 
olence to  one  another — to  defend  our  common  profession  which  we  so  much 
love,  from  the  attacks  of  the  destroyer  and  the  malevolent ;  and  to  lay  its  founda- 
tion broad  and  deep  upon  a  superstructure  more  enduring  than  earth  itself, 
and  on  it  erect  a  lofty  monument  to  our  common  "  friendship  and  our  beloved 
profession.''  The  demonstrations  of  these  social  tendencies  have  been  more 
emphatically  proclaimed  and  more  largely  exemplified  in  the  associations  of 
the  county,  the  state,  and  the  nation,  within  the  last  fifty  years,  and  are  con- 
stantly being  developed,  exhibiting  the  larger  resources  of  medical  men  and 
the  influence  which  they  exert  in  sustaining  the  social  fabric  of  our  republican 
institutions  ;  bringing  together  the  north  and  the  south,  with  the  east  and  the 
west,  in  one  common  and  harmonious  union  ;  the  varied  interests  and  the  con- 
centrated influences  of  the  profession,  making  a  concentration  more  effec- 
tive and  more  reliable  than  the  mightiest  combination  of  military  force  in  sus- 
taining and  perpetuating  the  common  blessings  of  liberty  and  life,  which  are 
unappreciated  because  they  are  common. 

But  even  in  this  enlightened  age,  with  the  intense  light  which  has  been  poured 
upon  the  nineteenth  century,  there  are  still  difficulties  to  be  encountered  and 
obstacles  to  be  removed.  In  our  age  and  times  there  is  constantly  being  ex- 
hibited some  new  form  of  delusion,  commending  itself  by  its  boldness  and 
assumption  of  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the  public,  or  from  some  imaginary 
or  pretended  efficiency  and  efficacy  to  which  it  has  no  legitimate  claim,  no 
matter  how  absurd  or  visionary  the  dogma.  There  are  found  men  whom  we 
regard  as  honorable  and  who  occupy  the  high  places  of  honor  and  trust  in  the 
land,  or  who  minister  at  the  altar  of  religion,  thus  prostituting  the  high  places 
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which  they  occupy  to  yield  a  borrowed  luster  to  mere  popular  delusion.  It 
often  becomes  a  grave  question  in  our  police  what  course  should  the  profession 
pursue  in  regard  to  each  deluded  individuals.  We  answer,  thai  they  are  to 
receive  from  HI  such  a  course  of  gentlemanly  treatment  as  shall  convince  them 
that  we  are  honest  and  united  in  maintaining  the  landmarks  of  the  profession — 
that  we  can  not  without  manifest  injustice  to  our  profession  and  to  our  con- 
victions of  duty,  meet  in  grave  consultation  over  the  life  of  a  friend  an  individ- 
ual <<t  one  idea,  who  professes  to  restore  to  health  and  perhaps  from  the  verge 
of  Mi'-  grave,  to  life  by  the  agency  of  a  single  remedy,  or  who  believes  the 
absurd  dogma  that  the  less  quantity  the  greater  effect,  or  the  thousand  other 
delusions  of  the  day  equally  absurd.  The  duty  of  the  profession  is  plainly 
marked  out  in  our  cour-e  of  medical  ethics  bul  the  public  re  purr  tin  se  motives 
should  In'  given  to  them.  Knowledge  should  he  imparted  to  the  non-pi 
sional  of  tin-  varied  nature  ot  oui  remedies,  that  they  operate  upon  the  known 
ami  regular  laws  which  govern  tie-  animal  econ y,  ami  can  in  most  instan- 
ces be  relied  upon  as  standing  in  tin-  relation  of  cause  ami  effect.     Exhibit  the 

in -n-e  advantage  which  tin-  learned  and  scientific  practitioner  possesses  over 

tin-  ignoranl  ami  unlearned. 

Lit  tin-  village  Lyceum  and  the  printing-press  impart  iron  -  of  knowledge  to 
tie-  | pie.     Let  wi-ll  directed  common  sense  ami  sound  ,  ose  tin-  dan- 

gers "I"  a  system  winch  has  on  adaptation  !■■  tin-  thousand  phi-.  -  .>i  disease. 

Then  tin-  regular  practice  ol  dicine  would  he  hono  I ;  the 

devoted  ami  gelf-saorifloing  set  \  ant  ol  the  profession,  item  out  by  days  of  trial 
ami  nights  of  watching,  ( the  stern  necessities  ol  bis  profession)  be  exalted  in 
tin-  public  estimation,  ami  in-  regarded  by  the  world  as  tin-  most  useful  ol  pub- 
1 1 1  •  benefactors. 

Tin-  subject  of  quackery  ami  the  servility  of  grave  legislatot  an  the 

"nil  ministrations  of  another  p  ilmosl  too  sacred  to  be  subjects  ol 

.no   animadversion,  have  been  bo  ably  ami  -.,  fully  pn  -rut.  .1  by  thi 

of  tht iiuuittee,  we  n-ii-aiii  luun  making  them  tsoffurthei 

sideration. 

But  I  """III  ke  Mime  honorable  exceptions  to  such  members  ■ 

profession  as  have  preserved  unsullied  the  purity  of  the  judicial  ermini 

also  to  those  members  ol  the  i  terical  | ession,  who,  in  addition  to  the  salu- 

tury  iiiiiiieme  which  th.-y  exert  in  the  oa of  their  master,  have  sustained 

ami  supports*]  the  system  of  legitimate  medicine  which  has  been  the  safeguard 

>'t'  then    lathers. 

When  thotS  ol  this  class,  who  are  poor  and  needy,  call  for  medical  aid,  let 
Iheiu    receive    llie   gSjatmtOUS    Belt -    of  OUI    profession,  for    they    are    entitled 

to  n  from  the  examjue  of  the  fathers  of  medicine. 

Then-  are  nth, -,-  subjeots  of  medical  benevoienoe— the  families  of  our  de- 
.,  ,i-i  ,1  brethren,  many  of  whom  have  fallen  prematurely  by  exposure  to  "the 
pestilenoe  whioh  walked)  darkness  or  tbe  destruction  which  wasteth  at  noon- 

'  ' ■■■'   unequivooally  entitled  to  professional  can-  and  gra- 

tuitous  servii aolaim   paramount  to   pecuniary   remuneration,  for  the  un- 

i  debl  due  to  the  deceased  parent,  is  payable  tq  the  livm-*  heir. 
There  Is  anothei  olase,  the  poor,  who  were  left  in  charge  to  the  profession  by 
I, mi   who  bequeathed  them  to  his  followers  and  the  profession  to  be  cared  for 

s 
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and  watched  over  for  their  love  to  him  and  our  condition  of  future  bliss.     Let 
no  one  prove  recreant  to  the  sacred  trust. 

Our  police  also  prescribes  that  those  whose  days  are  devoted  to  science,  or 
who  are  connected  with  any  of  the  great  missions  of  benevolence  of  the  day, 
destitute  of  the  means  of  pecuniary  remuneration  without  inconvenience  to  them- 
selves, should  receive  gratuitous  aid  so  delicately  bestowed  as  not  to  place  them 
under  obligations  to  us,  but  to  the  liberal  rules  of  an  excellent  police  which 
gives  encouragement  to  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  all  the  votaries  of  learning 
"wherever  they  may  be  found — the  benevolent  patron  of  all  that  is  good,  great, 
and  virtuous.  But  it  is  not  our  province  to  dwell  upon  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  our  excellent  system  of  police  and  ethics,  which  may  be  found  well  laid 
down  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
tion. 
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I  lira  of  the  groat  objeou  <»!  this  Association  Is  to  rata  the  standard  of  cTluca- 

ii iihI  attainment  in  the  medioal  profession  in  tins  country.     It  waij  Indeedi 

the  desire  i"  promote  this  object]  awakened  in  many  different  minds  in  "ur  pro- 
fess  that  gave  birth  i"  the  Association,  and  thai  has  imparted  t"  it  its  chief 

interest.     An  i n.lni .ly.  much  attention  has  been  paid  to  tin-  subject,  both  by 

i imittees  ami  by  individuals,  and  it  has  furnished  the  principal  topic 

disoussion  at  our  a il  meetings.     The  oomroitl  i  lUected  forus  a 

mass  of  facts,  and  the  discussions  have  elicited  'la'  opinions  "t  medico]  men 

ii II  parts  "i  mil  l  aion  ;  ami  yet,  as  your  committee  believe,  we  arc  only 

at  ill.-  threshold  of  an  investigation   which  is  destined   to  effect   a  the 
ohange  in  tin- character  ami  prospects  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  country* 

Thus  far,  only  ports  of  the  broad  Bold  presented  by  this  subjeel  have  been 
explored,  and  that  separately.  Much  stress  has  been  laid,  by  different  minds, 
upon  different  measures  whioh  have  been  proposed,  and  the  merits  of  each 
have  been  earnestly  urged  by  its  advocates.     A  candid  view  ject  as 

a  whole,  we  think,  w  ill  show  that  there  is  no  one  measure,  or  set  of  measures, 
ihat  can  raise  'he  standard  of  medical  education,  but  that  this  must  he  done  by 
an  extensive  and  varied  combination  "i  measure-.  And  it  i-  such  a  view  of 
tin-  subject  that  we  design  to  present  in  tins  report,  as  clearly  and  concisely  as 

we  call,  to  the  ASSOC  lat  ion. 

Ii  i-  a  fact  so  palpable  that  lew  aie  disposed  10  question  it,  that  the  general 

Standard  of  education  and  attainment  is  muoh  lower  in  the   medical  than  it  is 

iii  the  other  professions.     The  evidences  of  this  fact  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell 

upon  now,  as  they   "ill  appeal  in  the  course  of  the  exposition   which  we  pro- 

\m  inquiry  into  Its  causes,  hy  revealing  to  us  the  difficulties  to  be  over - 

I ■,  will  -how  us  what  measures  are  necessary   to  promote  the  reform  at 

whioh  we  aim.  Such  an  Inquiry  really  needs  more  space  than  is  airorded  by 
the  limits  of  a  report  ;  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  condense  our  remarks  upon 
some  portions  of  the  subject  winch  merit  a  full  discussion. 
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In  examining  the  causes  of  the  low  state  of  education  in  our  profession,  we 
shall  find  that  they  have  an  influence  upon  each  other  which  makes  it  difficult 
to  discover  their  relative  importance.  We  shall  alK>  find  that  some  causes 
which  have  hitherto  in  a  great  measure  escaped  observation,  exert  more  influ- 
ence than  those  which  have  attracted  the  most  attention  ;  and  that  in  regard  to 
some  of  these  latter,  it  is  true  that  they  are  results  produced  by  causes  which, 
because  they  lie  farther  back,  have  passed  unnoticed.  Let  us  then  look  at  the 
different  classes  of  these  causes,  so  that  we  may  place  a  due  estimate  upon  each, 
and  give  to  them  all  their  just  relative  position. 

"We  invite  your  attention,  first,  to  those  causes  which  we  find  in  the  existing 
modes  of  conducting  medical  education. 

The  defects  and  abuses  which  these  modes  present  have  some  of  them  been 
freely  commented  upon  in  previous  reports.  But  some  which  we  deem  to  be 
of  great  importance  have  as  yet  not  been  noticed  at  all,  or  have  been  barely 
hinted  at  incidentally.  In  our  exposition  of  these  defects  and  abuses,  we  shall 
point  out,  as  we  proceed,  their  appropriate  remedies. 

The  deficient  preliminary  education  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  medical  stu- 
dents in  this  country  has  been  enlarged  upon  so  fully  in  previous  reports,  and 
the  importance  of  a  change  in  this  respect  has  been  so  universally  acknowl- 
edged, and  so  forcibly  impressed,  that  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  enter  upon 
any  extended  examination  of  this  subject.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  action  of  the  Association  on  this  subject  be  fully  sustained,  and  that  its 
recommendations  should  be  carried  into  effect  as  rapidly  as  the  various  condi- 
tions of  the  different  portions  of  our  country  will  permit.  The  laxness  of  prac- 
tice which  prevails  in  regard  to  the  preliminary  training  of  medical  students  is 
one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  raising  the  standard  of  education  and 
attainment  in  the  profession.  One  practice,  "which  we  believe  is  followed  in 
nearly  all  our  medical  schools,  has  a  peculiarly  bad  influence.  We  refer  to  the 
fact  that  all  students  are  placed  upon  the  same  level  in  regard  to  the  length  of 
their  required  term  of  study  before  they  can  be  candidates  for  a  degree.  There 
certainly  should  be  a  distinction  made  in  this  respect  between  those  who  have 
had  a  deficient  preliminary  education,  and  those  who  have  graduated  at  some 
literary  institution,  or  who  have  in  some  other  way  duly  prepared  themselves 
for  the  study  of  medicine.  Such  a  distinction  is  absolutely  necessary  to  tv 
proper  recognition  of  the  importance  of  a  suitable  preliminary  education,  and 
we  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  adopted  at  once  by  all  our  medical  schools. 

With  these  few  remarks,  we  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  defects  which 
we  find  in  that  part  of  the  education  of  the  American  practitioner  which  is 
strictly  medical. 

How,  let  us  inquire,  are  most  students  of  medicine  educated  in  this  country? 
Eight  months  in  the  year  they  read  medicine,  as  it  is  termed,  in  some  physi- 
cian's office,  and  the  remaining  four  months  they  hear  from  four  to  seven  lec- 
tures daily,  at  the  same  time  attending  upon  the  practice  of  a  hospital  if  there 
be  one  in  connection  with  the  school,  and  practicing  dissection  if  they  incline 
to  do  it.  As  most  physicians  are  not  accustomed  to  teach,  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  students  simply  read  medicine  under  the  direction  of  their  preceptors, 
and  so  far  from  being  the  subjects  of  any  rigid  training  in  their  studies,  they 
are  merely  told  what  books  to  read,  and  their  inquiries  are  answered  whenever 
they  chance  to  make  any.     And  when  they  come  to  attend  lectures,  there  is 
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nothing  like  recitation,  or,  if  there-  be  an  examination  of  the  students  on  each 
previous  lecture,  so  little  time  is  given  to  the  exercise  that  it  is  of  little  value. 
The  student,  then,  neither  while  attending  Lectures,  nor  while  in  his  preceptor's 
office,  is  encouraged  in  anything  like  faithful  and  rigid  study.  Besides,  there  is 
no  proper  gradation  in  the  instruction  which  he  receives.  There  is  no  due  prep- 
aration in  the  study  of  one  department  for  the  study  of  another;  but  all  is 
acquired  in  a  very  loose  and  confused  manner.  This  state  of  things,  it  is  true, 
i-  obviated  in  a  measure  by  the  private  -eh. ml-  for  teaching  medicine  which 
are  in  operation  in  our  cities.  Hut  comparatively  tew,  however,  avail  them- 
selves oi  the  benefits  Of  these  schools,  and  most  student-  are  trained  in  the  very 

lax  mode  which  we  have  Indicated, 

In  the  study  of  every  science,  an  active  reception  of  knowledge  should  be 
encouraged  in  preference  to  s  passive  reception  of  it.  But  in  the  study  <>t 
medicine,  at  generally  pursued,  the  latter  i-  encouraged  in  preference  to  the 
former.  The  mode  of  study  dui  ing  eight  months  of  the  year  ordinarily  invites 
to  a  listless  and  careless  state  ol  mind,  and  in  the  loin  rem. lining  month-  the 
student's  mind  is  subjected  to  such  a  i  rowd  and  pressure  of  iicimich.hi  that  its 
powers  are  wearied  out,  and  almost  paralyzed.  Thi  memory  is  taxed  tothe 
utmost,  and  there  is  Little  time  Lot  the  exercise  ol  the  reflecting  and  Masoning 
powers,  Such  a  mass  of  ill-digested  knowledge,  of  course,  in  a  short  timi 
duces  satiety,  and  unfits  the  mind  for  anything  like  active  exertion.  Even  ii 
the-  student  has,  during  tlie  pie .  iou  months  -p.  nl  in  his  preceptor's  office,  pur- 
sued In- . studies  vigorously  and  systematically,  his  habit  elj  broken 
up  by  this  passive  andconfused  n  such  amounts  oi  instruction;  and, 
as  he  has  Little  tune  to  engage  m  that  critical  examination  of  subjects  to  ■ 

he  has  acoustomed  himself,  he  soon  loses  the  babil  ol  doing  ind  loses  with 

it  some  of  that  mental  vigoi   which  oan  be  preserved  and  in  '    inly  by 

act nc   aXl  i'  i   c. 

i  ii.at  importance  is  commonly  attached  tothe  amount  of  knowledge  com- 
municated in  lectures;  and  much  has  been  said  of  the  necessity  ol 
the  whole  ground  in  each  branch  oi  the  scii  at  a.     In  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  usefulness  of  lectures  depends  net- tch  upon  the  quantity  oi 

i nst met i, in  given,  as  it  does  upon  the  habits  of  mind  which  tht  parts 

in  Ins  auditors.  If  he  infuses  into  lb  tii  mind-  a  spirit  of  critical  investigation 
and  accurate  observation,  even  though  he  leave  much  <>f  Ins  range  of  subjects 
untouched,  he  will  do  more  toward  making  them  successful  both  to  studying 

the  science  and    in  piaclicing    the  ail  of  medicine,  than  he   would  if  he  BDOUld 

make  them  the  passive  recipients  of  all  the  knowledge  which  his  branch  In- 
cludes, 

Applying  the  principles  which  we  have  indicated  to  the  question  in  regard 
to  the  length  nl  the  Lecture  term,  which  has  been  so  often  and  so  fully  disc 

ice,  ooi nice  would  say  that,  if  in  lengthening  the  term  from  four  to  si\ 

iniiiitlis  itis  intended  thai  an  addition  be  made  tothe  amount  of  instruction 
corresponding  with  the  addition  of  tune,  the  change  will  do  harm.  Knur 
month-  is  a  period  quite  long  enough  fot  the  Student's  mind  to  be  mad'  tin-  pas- 
-ii '  recipient  of  such  an  abundance  of  knowledge.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
no  addition  to  the  amount  of  Instruction  be  contemplated,  and  the  added  time 
is  in  be  employed  in  an  active  exi  rcise  of  the  mind  of  the  student  by  examina- 
tion "ii  what  he  hears,  then  the  change  is  a  very  valuable  one.  It  will  do  much 
toward    correcting  the  loose  habits  of    thought  and  study  which  the  present 
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mode  of  instruction  in  this  country  has  so  strong  a  tendency  to  induce  in  the 
mind  of  the  medical  student. 

The  lecture  system  of  our  medical  schools  differs  very  widely  from  thatoi  the 
other  professions.  In  the  schools  of  law  and  theology  there  are  commonly  giv- 
en only  two  lectures  daily,  while  in  the  schools  of  medicine  we  have  from  four 
to  six,  or  even  seven.  There  is  some  ground,  it  is  true,  for  the  difference,  be- 
cause so  large  a  portion  of  medical  lectures  is  descriptive,  and  the  mental  pow- 
ers of  the  audience  are  not,  therefore,  so  severely  taxed  as  in  lectures  upon  law 
and  theology.  But  still  the  difference  is  far  greater  than  it  should  be.  There 
is  an  important  difference,  also,  in  another  respect.  In  medicine  lecturing  and 
teaching  (in  the  strict  sense  of  this  last  term)  are  for  the  most  part  separated; 
but  in  law  and  theology  the  two  offices  are  combined. 

Although,  for  obvious  reasons,  we  can  not  adopt  the  plan  pursued  in  the  other 
professions  in  full,  yet  there  should  be  some  approach  to  it.  Lecturing  and 
teaching  should,  to  a  great  extent,  be  combined.  Every  lecture  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  strict  examination  at  each  succeeding  lecture,  and  the  whole 
class  should  be  required  to  submit  to  this  examination.  We  need  not  enlarge 
upon  the  benefits  which  would  result  from  such  a  course.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  insure  in  the  case  of  most  students 
that  active  reception  of  knowledge  which  alone  can  make  it  practically  their 
own.  And  even  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  disposed  to  be  diligent,  the  ad- 
vantages of  such  a  course  would  be  very  great. 

It  may  be  objected  that,  when  the  class  is  very  large,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
inconvenient  to  execute  the  plan  which  we  propose.  So,  indeed,  it  would  be  ; 
but  it  would  not  be  an  impossibility.  However  large  a  class  may  be,  the  plan 
can  be  carried  into  effect  by  dividing  the  class  into  several  portions,  which  can 
be  called  up  for  examination  at  the  will  of  the  lecturer.  Whatever  difficulties 
may  present  themselves,  and  however  great  may  be  the  labor  which  this 
measure  may  bring  upon  the  professor,  it  is  of  so  much  importance  that  it 
should  not  be  dispensed  with  in  any  case.  If  in  any  school  the  classes  be  so 
enormously  large  that,  with  the  present  corps  of  professors,  the  plan  can  not  be 
properly  carried  out,  the  obvious  remedy  is  to  increase  the  number  of  professors, 
and  thus  divide  the  labor  still  farther  than  it  is  now  done.  If  a  class  be  large, 
it  surely  furnishes  no  excuse  for  the  neglect  of  one  of  the  most  important  means 
of  securing  to  each  member  of  it  a  thorough  education. 

This  system  of  examination  should  be  so  far  pursued,  that  something  definite 
may  be  known  of  the  relative  standing  of  the  various  members  of  the  class  ; 
and  the  lecturer  should  be  able,  on  finishing  his  course,  to  select  from  the  class 
those  who  are  worthy  of  honors.  And  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a 
system  of  honors,  with  a  regular  gradation,  similar  to  that  so  universally  em- 
ployed in  the  literary  institutions  of  our  country,  would  be  attended  with  ben- 
eficial results.  Coupled  with  this,  there  should  be  prizes  awarded  for  the  best 
theses  among  those  which  are  offered  by  the  graduates  at  the  examination  for 
degrees. 

It  should  be  the  object  of  the  whole  system  of  instruction  to  train  the  student 
to  that  earnest  investigation  of  truth  and  accurate  observation  of  phenomena 
which  are  so  essential  to  the  true  success  of  the  physician.  And  all  the  incen- 
tives which  are  necessary  in  such  a  training  should  be  put  into  requisition. 
But,  in  the  present  state  of  things  in  our  medical  schools,  these  incentives  to 
exertions  are  almost  entirely  neglected;  and  the  only  motives  which  induce  the 
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student  to  desire  anything  more  than  a  preparation  barely  sufficient  to  obtain 
Ms  degree!  arc  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  love  for  science.  The  spirit  of  emulation, 
liiiv.-  whenever  it  is  used,  is  seldom  appealed  to  and  the  excitement 
which  always  results  from  collision  of  mind  with  mind,  is  shut  out  from  the 
lecture  room.  Even  in  those  schools  where  examinations  are  practiced  at  all, 
SO  few  of  the  students  participate  in  them,  and  so  little  time  is  devoted  to  them, 
that  they  exert  but  a  -light  influence  upon  the  class  as  a  whole.  It  is  no  won- 
der then  that  listlessnese  and  inattention  mark  so  strongly  the  majority  of  the 
audiences  in  the  lecture  room. 

But  Dot  only  do  the  lecturers  in  our  schools  fail  to  discover  what  their  classes 
know  of  what  they  hear,  but  ordinarily  they  do  not  even  take  the  pains  to  as- 
oertain  whether  the  student  is  in  any  m  lithful  in  his  attendance  upon 

the  lectures.  Some  plan  should  be  adopted  by  which  it  can  be  known  when 
a  student  frequently  absents  himseli  from  the  lecture  room. 

The  same  defect  exists  In  all,  or  marly  all,  of  on  .  In  regard  to  ns- 

oertainlng  the  attendance  of  the  itudent  at  thi  '•  and  In  the  dissecting- 

room.  The  evidences  of  his  having  made  use  <>f  these  opportunities  should  be 
demanded,  and  no  degree  should  be  granted  In  any  case  where  they  are  not 
furnished. 

The  question  whether  a  Btudent  has  so  Improved  his  opportunities  that  he  is 

prepared  to  practice  i In- me,  and  is  I  lien  lore  entitled  to  a  degree,  is  left  to  be 

decided  entirely  by  Ins  anal  examination.  And  yet  it  i-  very  obvious,  that  if 
the  course  of  daily  examination  which  we  propose  were  pursued,  and  a  red  I 
were  kept  i>y  each  professor  of  the  standing  of  the  studentSi  as  Bhown  by  this 
examination,  tins  would  supply  a  source  of  evidence  In  regaTrd  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  eaoh   which  would  be  of  great  value  in  determining  whether  be  was 

worthy  to  receiv legree.     With  such  b  reliabl nra  '  at  our 

command,  it  certainly  Is  «  rong  to  rely  wholly  upon  the  evidence  derived  b 

.1  short  examination  at  the  conclusion  of  the  student's  course  of  study,  And 
another  consideration  of  great  weight  is  that,  if  he  knows  that  this  daily  exam- 
ination i-  to  have  a  bearing  upon  the  final  result,  he  will  be  constantly  upon 
the  alert  le-t  this  te-i,  so  frequently  applied,  should  find  him  wanting. 

Much  tuu  been  said  In  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  examinations  ol 
students  for  degrees  are  conducted.  It  has  been  insisted  by  some  that  they 
ought  to  be  made  entirely  by  those  who  have  no  interest  in  the  school-,  or  in 
tie  feet  whioh  are  paid  by  the  graduates.  Though  we  have  great  conti  ' 
in  the  honor  of  the  professors  in  our  nhoola  as  a  body  of  men,  it  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  in  some  of  the  schools  the  examinations  have  sometime,  bee,,  a 
mere  three,  and  men  have  been  dignified  with  the  honorable  title  of  M.  D., 
u  ho  are  totally  unlit  to  practice  the  medical  art.  And  this  being  the  case  with 
some  Bohools,  In  the  midst  of  the  rivalry  whioh  exists,  the  tendency  is  to  induce 
other  schools  to  relax  their  rule-  in  some  measure;  and  the  influence  of  this 

may  extend  even  up  to  those  which  stand  upon  the  most  linn  basis,  quite  above 

the  fluctuating  popular  influences  winch  are  so  much  fell  by  schools  that  have 
not  been  long  established,     To  guard  against  such  abuses  and  such  tendencies, 

ii  i-  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  a  plan  winch  has  been  long  in  operation 

in  Connecticut,  and,  we  believe,  m  some  other  States,  should  be  universally 
adopted,  viz.,  that  the  examining  board  should  be  composed  in  part  of  the 
professors  In  the  school  in  each  case,  and  in  part  of  censors  appointed  by  the 
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Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  in  which  the  school  is  located.  Scieh  a  plan  would 
obviate  the  abuses  to  which  we  have  referred  and  would  also  create  a  common 
bond  of  interest  between  the  schools  and  the  profession  at  large.  We  will  not 
enter  into  the  details  of  this  plan,  but  we  would  merely  suggest  that,  while  the 
whole  board  should  participate  in  the  examination,  the  degrees  should  be  grant- 
ed only  upon  a  vote  of  the  censors,  or  that  the  censors  should  have  tire  power 
of  vetoing  the  vote  of  the  professors. 

If  the  examining  boards  were  thus  constituted,  and  if  the  plan  of  thorough 
daily  examination  were  adopted,  the  "  occupation"  of  that  class  of  physicians, 
familiarly  termed  grinders,  who  are  such  a  curse  to  the  medical  profession, 
would  be  gone.  There  is  no  one  fact  which  indicates  a  low  standard  of  edu- 
cation so  strongly  as  the  existence  of  such  a  class  of  men.  Their  office  is  not 
to  teach  the  student  the  science  of  medicine,  and  to  fit  him  for  the  practice  of 
the  art  of  healing,  but  simply  to  prepare  him  to  go  through  successfully  a  cer- 
tain examination,  with  the  details  of  which  they  have  become  acquainted.  The 
problem  is  to  effect  this  preparation  with  the  least  possible  amount  of  study, 
for  which  the  indolent  or  pleasure-loving  student  pays  a  suitable  fee.  It  is 
through  the  agency  of  such  instructors  that  many  a  student  is  enabled  to  obtain 
a  degree,  when  he  has  made  but  rare  visits  to  the  lecture  room. 

It  is  manifest  that,  as  the  examinations  for  degrees  are  ordinarily  conducted, 
even  when  the  professors  act  in  good  faith,  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  at- 
tainments of  the  candidate  can  not,  in  every  case,  be  secured.  With  so  short 
an  examination  as  is  required,  accident  in  the  selection  of  subjects  for  the  ex- 
amination, flippancy,  self-possession,  and  the  preparation  of  the  "  grinder," 
will  sometimes  obtain  enough  votes  in  the  faculty  to  confer  a  degree  which  is 
not  deserved.  Against  such  a  result  the  plan  of  examination  and  record  which 
we  propose  is  the  best  security.  It  is  even  better  than  a  very  thorough  and 
lengthy  final  examination  would  be. 

It  is  also  manifest  that  the  present  mode  of  conducting  examinations  for  de- 
grees permits  the  practice  of  the  grossest  abuses,  and  that  too  with  almost 
perfect  impunity.  There  is  little  opportunity  for  detection  and  exposure.  This 
being  the  case,  the  active  rivalry  existing  between  the  schools  has  introduced 
a  general  laxness  in  these  examinations,  which  has  reached,  in  some  degree, 
even  the  best  and  most  firmly  established  institutions.  The  general  current  it 
is  not  easy  to  withstand,  and  policy  dictates  a  yielding  which  a  strict  regard  to 
honor  and  duty  is  not  always  able  to  resist. 

The  difficulty  is  made  still  worse  by  the  fact  that  the  schools  are  more  numer- 
ous than  the  necessities  of  the  community  demand.  The  inevitable  result  is 
that  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  dishonorable  competition,  and  the  means 
which  are  sometimes  resorted  to  in  order  to  swell  the  number  of  students,  are 
often  such  as  to  bring  disgrace  upon  our  profession.  The  self-laudation  which 
is  often  practiced,  and  the  inducements  which  are  held  out,  resemble  too  much 
the  advertisements  and  the  tactics  of  quackery. 

Still  another  difficulty  presents  itself  in  attempting  a  reformation  of  existing 
abuses.  The  schools  arc,  most  of  them,  under  the  control  of  corporations 
which  are  not  in  the  least  degree  responsible  to  the  medical  profession.  They 
are  all  independent  bodies,  and  they  pursue,  of  course,  to  a  great  extent,  their 
separate  and  individual  interests.  No  uniform  plan  or  measure  can  be  adopted, 
therefore,  except  by  common  consent.     This  we  deem  to  be  a  radical  error  in 
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the  organization  of  the  mediae]  schools  in  this  country.  They  should  be  under 
the  Wfttch  and  care  of  the  profession.  They  should  be  its  property.  They 
should  be  among  its  appliances  lor  securing  to  the  community  a  body  of  well- 
educated  physicians,  and  should  therefore  be  to  some  extent  at  least,  under  its 
control.  The  teachers  in  these  schools  should  be  placed  there  by  the  profession, 
not  by  corporations  that  are  incapable  of  judging  of  their  qualifications. 
Sui  b  places  of  honor  and  trust  should  be  in  the  gift  of  the  profession,  and 
should  not  be  at  the  beck  of  popular  favor.  And  no  school  should  be  e-t.ib- 
h  in  .1  exeept  when  the  necessity  for  its  existence  has  been  decided  upon  by  the 
profession. 

Exactly  in  what  way  a  change  shall  be  made  which  will  effect  all  this  we 
will  not  prescribe.  We  propose  the  whole  subject  to  the  consideration  oi  the 
I  Ksiation,  and  of  the  profession;  and  would  only  suggest  that  perhaps  the 
best  wuy  to  secure  -•»  desirable  an  object  would  be  to  have  each  school  respon- 
sible to  the  medical  society  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  located.  The  Stat  So- 
ciety also  might  decide  as  to  the  necessity  tor  any  new  school  whenevei  n  should 

be  proposed,     Ami  all  vacant  professorships  should  be  filled  by  the  prol '. 

and   one  of  the  mean-  of  i  tioii  e  -I Id  be  something  similar  to  the  French 

<  'one, mi  .     An  end  should  be  put  to  the  getting  up  of  schools  to  gratify  private 

a  in  I' 1 1 an-l  to  the  bestowment  of  professorships  by  favoritism,  or  upon  prill* 

ciplea  oi  bargain  and  sale  lor  a  certain  amount  of  pecuniary  nd,-  in  the  enter- 
prise. The  temple  of  our  science  ought  not  thus  to  be  Blade  a  house  of  mer- 
chandise. 

As  the  result  of  the  tai  le  of  procedure  which  mark-  the  system  of  medical 

education  in  this  country,  the  ranks  ol   the  pri  i  every  where  crowded, 

Statistics  show  this  to  be  so,     Foi  example,  in  the  city  of  .\,-u   fork,  as 
by   Dr,  Stewart,  in  the  report  of  1849,  there  is  one  physician  to  ever]  500  per- 
sons.    Deducting  the  one-iburtb  of  these,  who  are  attended  gratuitously  in  one 

way  ami ther,  ii  leaves  but   (7.')  persons  to  each  physioian;  ami  a  portion  of 

these  employ  empirics,  oi  take  quack  medicines. 

Bui  the  profession  is  not  only  crowded,  but  a  large  proportion  of  it  i<  made 
up  of  unworthy  ami  ignorant  men.  So  easy  is  it  to  obtain  a  diploma,  that 
i ne i e  adventurers  in  great  numbers  enter  i be  halls  of  medical  science.  <  lioo-mg 
medicine  as  a  trade,  and  not  as  an  honorable  profession.  Such  are  eager  to 
finish  their  course  oi  study  m  the  -hoiie-i  possible  time,  and  are  ready,  u  hen 

tiny    have   done    so,  lo   eope    Willi    the    most  diligent  and  accomplished  of  their 

C peers  in  the  Strife  lot  the  popular  favor  and  patronage,  having  receive, 1  the 

same  I orable  badge  with  them,  and  perhaps  at  the  same  institution.     And 

,v,n    quacks,  While   engaged    in  the  practice  of  quackery,  have  been  known  to 

receive  diplomas  from  institutions  whose  representatives  appear  as  delegates  in 
this  body. 

The  only  way  in  which  tins  Bnormous  ami  motley  influx  into  our  profession 
can  be  prevented  In  future  is  by  making  a  rigid  course  of  training  absolutely 
necessary  to  'be  attainment  of  a  degree  in  all  the  gohools  in  tins  country.    And 

in    lliis  leiion   we   remark    that   the  objection  which  i-  made  to  a  proposed 

redui  ii  hi  "I  I.  .lure  fees,  that  it  will  promote  this  influx,  is  in  our  view  ground- 
less. No  pecuniary  restrictions  will  be  adequate  to  prevent  the  evil;  but  our 
reliance  no  I  upon  the  strictness  of  the  training  to  which  the  stu- 
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dent  should  be  subjected,  and  to  the  thoroughness  of  the  tests  which  should  be 
applied  to  decide  upon  his  fitness  for  the  responsible  duties  of  the  physician. 

Having  thus  noticed,  as  briefly  as  we  could,  the  defects  existing  in  the  sys- 
tem of  medical  education  in  this  country,  and  observed  their  influence  upon 
the  general  standard  of  education  in  the  profession,  let  us  now  inquire  why  it 
is  that  such  defects  exist.  Though  they  are,  as  we  have  seen,  fruitful  causes 
of  evil  results,  they  are  in  themselves  results  of  still  other  causes.  Let  us  in- 
quire what  these  causes  are. 

The  chief  cause  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  science  of  medicine,  nor  in  the  pro- 
fession, but  in  an  influence  of  a  strictly  popular  character.  It  is  to  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  a  thorough  education  is  not  as  essential  to  success  in  the  medical 
as  it  is  in  the  other  professions.  We  use  the  word  success,  of  course,  in  its  pop- 
ular sense. 

This  fact  exerts  so  great  and  so  extensive  an  influence  that  we  will  dwell  a 
little  upon  the  evidences  of  its  existence,  and  upon  the  manner  in  which  it 
operates. 

Education  in  the  physician  is  practically  despised  by  a  large  proportion  of 
the  community.  Its  evidences  are  either  disregarded,  or  if  they  be  examined 
at  all,  it  is  done  in  the  loosest  manner.  None  of  those  rigid  rules  are  applied 
which  are  so  commonly  used  in  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  men  who  are 
engaged  in  other  occupations,  even  those  of  the  most  common  character.  More 
pains  are  often  taken  by  men  of  reputed  good  sense  in  choosing  a  cook  or  a 
coachman  than  in  choosing  a  physician.  A  practitioner  of  superficial  talents 
and  small  acquirements  often  succeeds  better,  even  among  the  intelligent  and 
the  learned,  in  the  acquisition  of  business,  than  one  who  is  endowed  with  high 
talents,  and  is  possessed  of  extensive  and  hard-earned  acquirements. 

Every  professional  man  has  two  kinds  of  reputation — a  popular  reputation, 
and  a  strictly  professional  one.  In  the  professions  of  law  and  theology  these 
two  reputations  commonly  very  nearly  coincide.  But  not  so  in  medicine.  The 
physician  may  have  a  professional  reputation  of  an  exalted  character — he  may 
have  the  confidence  of  his  brethren,  not  only  as  a  man  of  talent,  but  as  a  judi- 
cious and  skillful  practitioner,  to  a  very  high  degree ;  and  yet  his  popular  repu- 
tation may  be  far  below  that  of  some  superficial  but  fashionable  physician,  or 
even  some  shallow  but  showy  pretender.  Contrasts  of  this  kind  are  to  be  seen 
in  great  abundance  among  the  practitioners  of  medicine.  But  it  is  not  so  with 
the  theological  or  with  the  legal  profession.  No  lawyer  possessed  of  small 
abilities,  and  destitute  of  the  respect  of  his  brethren,  can  have  a  high  standing 
with  the  community.  In  the  legal  profession,  strictly  professional  reputa- 
tion has  a  great  and  manifest  bearing  upon  popular  reputation.  But  it  does 
not  necessarily  in  the  medical  profession.  It  may  have  in  some  favored  lo- 
calities; but  generally  the  physician's  popular  reputation,  and  with  it  his  pe- 
cuniary emolument,  are  quite  independent  of  the  standing  which  he  holds 
among  his  brethren.  In  our  large  cities  there  are  great  numbers  of  physicians 
experiencing  the  res  angusta  domi,  and  some  of  them  the  sufferings  of  pinching 
poverty,  who  have  an  amount  of  talent  and  good  sense  which  in  any  other 
profession  would  have  insured  them  success.  And  side  by  side  with  them  there 
are  many  of  their  brethren,  enjoying  a  large  practice  and  a  high  reputation 
with  the  people,  whose  talents  are  so  superficial,  and  whose  real  attainments 
are  so  limited,  that,  if  they  were  brought  to  such  tests  as  are  openly  applied  in 
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the  practice  of  the  legal  profession,  they  would  sink  below  mediocrity  in  the 
public  estimation.  It  is  even  worse  than  this.  To  say  nothing  of  the  success 
of  the  undisguised  quack,  the  accomplished  and  high-minded  physician,  devo- 
ted with  his  whole  soul  to  the  interests  of  science  and  humanity,  while  he 
struggles  with  care  and  debt,  is  obliged  often  to  look  out  from  the  loop-hole  of 
his  retreat  upon  some  plausible  pretender,  perhaps  a  renegade  from  our  own 
ranks,  BUrrounded  with  wealth,  and  the  favorite  not  only  of  fashion,  but  often 
of  intelligence  also. 

Let  us  look  now  at  the  influence  of  such  a  state  of  things  upon  the  character 
and  attainments  of  our  profession. 

The  motives  which  prompt  the  professional  man,  both  in  his  studies  and  In  ac- 
tive life,  to  lit  himself  thoroughly  for  the  performance  of  his  duties,  are  of  two 
kinds — those  which  exist  within  himself,  and  those  which  come  from  without. 
The  motives  of  the  first  class  are,  the  love  of  science,  the  sense  of  responsibil- 
ity, and  a  laudable  desire  lor  true  eminence.  The  extraneous  motives  depends 
for  the  most  part,  upon  the  condition  of  public  sentiment.  And  inch  is  the 
present  state  of  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  physicians — o  uncertain  arc 
talent  and  acquirement  to  obtain  their  due  reward,  that  both  the  medical  stu- 
dent and  the  physician  are  left  very  much  to  the  operation  of  the  first  class  of 
motives  alone.     Bat  even  this  is  not  the  worst  of  the  case.     Thi  which 

come  from  withoul  are  not  merely  feeble  In  their  influenoei  bat  many  of  them 
air  powerful  liir  evil.  They  are  constantly  tempting  the  medical  man  to  dis- 
regard  the  higher  motives  within,  and  to  aim  at  acquiring  a  simply   popular 

reputation  irrespective  of rit.     And  90  itrong  is  the  influence  ol  these  mo- 

tives,  that  the  strictly  honorable  pbysioian  maintains  his  honor  and  integrity 
only  by  a  constant  struggle  against  sun   i  .1;  and  a  large  proportion  of 

practitioners  in  good  standing  yield  more  or  less  to  ition,  as  a  policy 

made  necessary,  as  they  think,  by  the  state  of  public  sentiment,  and  ei 
much  of  those  energies  which  are  all  needed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  scii 
and  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  upon  the  practice  of  art-  akin  to  those  which  se- 
oure  popular  favor  and  pecuniary  reward  to  the  onaok  and  the  pretender. 

Occasionally,  11  is  true,  the  physioian  appears  to  stand  upon  an  eminence 
quite  above  the  influences  of  which  we  have  spoken.  But  this  is  seldom  seen, 
except  when  to  talents  of  a  high  order  there  are  added  favorable  circumstances 
of  an  extraneous  ohancter.  The  remark  of  Lord  Bacon — "He  that  is  only 
real  had  need  have  exceeding  goat  parts  of  virtue,  as  the  stone  had  need  be 
rich  thai  i>  set  withoul  foil,"  is  especially  applicable  to  medical  men.  And 
no  where  oan  the  foil  be  used  to  so  great  purpose  as  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
<  Iften  the  most  worth!  iss  Imitations,  the  veriest  pastes  of  empiricism,  pass  cur- 
rent ns  richest  gems  of  talent  and  wisdom. 

The  tendencies  which  we  have  developed  in  the  above  remarks  exert  their 
influence  upon  the  whole  profession — upon  the  practitioner,  upon  the  student, 
upon  the  schools;  and  even  the  professors  are  not  upon  an  elevation  >o  high 
that  it  oan  OOl  reach  them.  The  general  standard  of  education  and  attainment 
has  received  its  character  and  complexion,  to  a  very  great  extent,  from  this 
influence. 

There  1-  one  met,  to  which  we  will  call  your  attention  in  this  connexion, 
thai  merits  the  most  serious  consideration.  We  refer  to  the  fact  that  very  little 
•  it  the  eduoated  talent  ol  thiscounlr)  Ends  its  way  into  the  inc.  Inn  I  profession 
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This  we  have  verified  by  statistics.  But  a  small  proportion  of  the  graduates  of 
our  literary  institutions,  we  find,  enter  the  medical  profession,  in  comparison 
with  those  who  enter  the  professions  of  law  and  divinity.  The  statistics  upon 
which  this  statement  is  based  we  have  gathered  from  eight  colleges  in  different 
parts  of  our  country,  viz.,  Harvard,  Yale,  Dartmouth,  Brown,  Princeton,  Un- 
ion, Amherst,  and  Hamilton  Colleges.  In  no  case  have  we  gone  farther  back 
than  the  year  1SO0,  because  there  were  very  few  medical  schools  in  existence 
before  that  period.  We  have  taken  the  triennial  catalogues  of  these  eight  col- 
leges, and,  beginning  with  the  first  year  of  the  present  century,  have  extended 
our  calculations  over  a  space  of  about  forty-five  years.  Our  statistics  include 
12,400  graduates.  Of  these  934,  that  is,  only  one  in  thirteen  and  a  quarter, 
have  become  physicians;  while  3,211,  that  is,  one  in  three  and  four-fifths,  have 
entered  the  clerical  profession.  The  exact  number  of  those  who  have  chosen 
the  profession  of  law  we  are  not  able  to  ascertain,  because  they  are  not  distin- 
guished by  any  mark  from  the  other  graduates;  but  we  are  satisfied,  from  the 
facts  which  we  have  been  able  to  gather  on  this  point,  that  the  proportion  is 
quite  as  great  as  that  of  those  who  have  entered  the  clerical  profession.* 

The  reason  of  the  fact  which  these  statistics  establish  is  that  talent  is  not  so 
sure  of  its  reward  in  the  medical  as  it  is  in  the  other  professions.  This  explana- 
tion, we  allow,  can  not  apply  to  the  clerical  profession  to  its  full  extent,  because 
higher  motives  than  those  of  ambition  are  made  very  prominent  in  inducing 
men  to  enter  that  profession.  But  it  certainly  does  apply  most  fully  to  the  pro- 
fession of  law  in  comparison  with  that  of  medicine. 

But  there  is  another  fact  which  at  first  view  seems  to  be  at  variance  with 
our  explanation  of  the  great  fact  developed  by  these  statistics.  We  refer  to  the 
fact,  of  which  there  is  abundance  of  proof,  that  the  medical  profession  receives 
its  full  share  of  the  uneducated  talent  of  the  country.  If  we  examine,  however, 
the  bearing  of  this  fact,  we  shall  see  that,  instead  of  its  being  inconsistent  with 
our  view  of  the  subject,  it  confirms  its  truth.  While  educated  talent  has  been 
tested,  and  has  ascertained  its  relative  standing,  perhaps  in  the  palpable  shape 
of  honors,  it  is  far  otherwise  with  uneducated  talent.  Knowing  not  its  powers, 
and  having  never  received  any  rewards  of  its  efforts,  it  is  not  so  calculating  and 


*  The  differences  in  the  results  of  the  statistics  of  the  several  colleges,  whose 
catalogues  we  have  examined,  are  interesting,  as  showing  the  influence  of 
various  circumstances  upon  the  choice  of  a  profession.  We  subjoin  these 
results  without  comment.  In  Harvard  College  one  in  seven  and  one-third  choose 
medicine,  one  in  six  and  five-sixths  choose  divinity — in  Yale,  one  in  fourteen 
and  seven-tenths  medicine,  one  in  three  and  seven-tenths  divinity — in  Brown, 
one  in  nine  and  a  half  medicine,  one  in  two  and  a  half  divinity — in  Dartmouth 
one  in  eighteen  and  a  half  medicine,  one  in  three  and  seven-tenths  divinity — in 
Princeton,  one  in  sixteen  medicine,  one  in  six  and  one-third  divinity — in  Un- 
ion, one  in  thirty-four  and  a  half  medicine,  one  in  three  and  four-fifths  divin- 
ity— in  Hamilton,  one  in  sixteen  and  three-fifths  medicine,  one  in  two  and  three- 
fifths  divinity — in  Amherst,  one  in  eighteen  medicine,  one  in  two  divinity. 

We  are  aware  that  these  statistics  are  not  strictly  correct.  In  making  up  the 
triennial  catalogues,  the  profession  which  is  chosen  by  the  graduates  is  not  in 
every  instance  ascertained.  Still  the  omissions  from  this  cause,  we  are  satis- 
fied, are  not  sufficient  to  affect  materially  the  general  result  at  which  we  have 
arrived.  The  defect  is  probably  greater  in  the  case  of  Union  College  than  in 
any  other,  in  relation  to  those  who  are  designated  as  having  chosen  the  medi- 
cal profession. 
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far-sighted  on  these  points,  and  more  readily  follows  where  inclination  and 

i'l  it.     And  as  the  door  of  the  medical  profession  is  widely  opened,  and 

as  mi  iducated  talent  sees  that  it  can  cope  with  educated  talent  with  more  hope 

of  JU< 98  than  it  can  in  other  fields  of  effort,  it  is  attracted  more  largely  to  this 

than  it  is  to  the  other  professions. 

Bat  we  have  other  statistics  which  reveal  a  fact  confirmatory  of  the  view 
which  we  have  given  of  this  subject.     We  have  found  that  of  those  who  have 

n ived    honors   in  our  colleges,  the  proportion  that  has  entered  the  medical 

profession  is  smaller  than  that  which  has  entered  it  from  the  whole  body  ol 
graduates.  Thus  in  Harvard,  while  one  in  -  ine-third  of  the  gradu- 
ates has  become  a  physician,  but  one  in  eleven  and  a  half  of  the  members  ol 
the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  (which  generally  comprises  the  best  third  of  each 
i  in  point  ni  talent  and  acquirement)  has  chosen  our  profession.  In  Vale 
I  loll  ge,  a  No,  our  profession  was  chosen  by  on.-  In  about  fourteen  and  a  bait  ol" 
all  the  graduates,  but  by  only  on.'  in  eighteen  ami  a  quarter  of  the  members  of 
the  Phi  boii  ELapps  Society.  And  of  333  who  took  the  highest  honors  in  twen- 
ty-three Glasses,  but  our  111  thirty   and   b   halJ    be i  physii  inn — bowing 

that  tlie  more  wo  -lit  the  classes  in  our  colleges  m  regard  to  talent,  the  less  is 
tin-  proportion  of  those  who  enter  the  medical  profession,  A  similar  result  is 
found  in  the    tatisttc    of  Hamilton  College.     While  them  ol — Ion  was 

chosen  by  one  in  sixteen  and   three-fifths  of  the  graduates  as  a  body,  it  was 
chosen  by  only  on,-  in  twenty-five  of  those  who  won  the  honors  in  the  - 
Ha-><  ■*  ol  thai  institution. 

Tlir  import  of  the  state  of  things  developed  by  the  s  ■  ang- 

mented  by  the  fact  that  the  medical  profesi  much  I  body 

oi  men  than  either  of  tl ther  pro  I      n  it  the  number  of  edu 

men  who  become  physicians  was  number  of  those  who  choose  the 

profess i   law   or  divinity,  ill     proporl  f  educated  to  uneducated  talent 

would  bo  much  less  in  the  medic  tl  Hi  in  In  the  oils  .  professions. 

Tin-  national  literature  of  our  profession  i-  Impress  id  with  the  greal  fact  that 

uneduoated   predi tales  very   tai  educated  l  ong  medical 

ii  in  ilu- country.     While  there  is  no  lack  ol  fruitfulness,  there   Is  a 

great  want  ol  ohs  tone  oi  style  and  of  correctness  in  reasoning.  There  Is  an 
al lance  of  loose  observation,  and  o  treless  infen -,  and  ing  mious  but  use- 
less theorizing ;  for  untrained  mind- an-  apt  to  speculate,  and  to  be  i 
1 1 1,  no  illustration  and  analogy  In  place  of  argument.  Our  literature  shows  great 
d  of  such  searching  criticisms  as  made  in  the  Report  of  1 848-on  Med- 
ical Literature,  by  l>r.  Holmes,  and  of  suob  wise  counsels  a-  an-  given  in  that 
of  1850  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Stille. 

Suoh  being  the  condition  of  the  medical  profession  in  this  country,  and  such 
linn;'  the  Influences  which  tend  to  depress  its  standard  of  education  and  attain- 
ment, it  becomes  an   important  inquiry  for  us  to  consider  by  what  means  this 
of  things  is  to  be  remedied. 

These  mean-  or  measures  divide  themselves  into  three  clases: — 

1st  Those  which  aim  at  remedying  tie-  defects  existing  in  the  modes  of  edu- 
cation. 

Those  which  aim  at  a  reform  in  the  spirit  and  prat  --,,_,„. 

Sd    Tl whii  to] I a  similar  reform  in  the  spirit  and 

practices  of  the  community  at  large,  in  relation  to  the  medical  proi.  - 
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The  first  class  of  means  have  already  been  considered,  in  treating  of  tht: 
defects  and  abuses  which  appear  in  our  mode  of  education.  And  we  would 
simply  remark  here,  that  although  great  changes  are  required  in  order  to 
remove  all  these  defects  and  abuses,  they  must  be  for  the  most  part  gradually 
introduced.  Any  precipitate  movements  will  be  disastrous.  Let  there  be  the 
utmost  freedom  of  suggestion  and  discussion,  to  prepare  the  way  for  one  change 
after  another  ;  but  let  no  movement  be  made  which  can  not  be  sustained  by  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  profession.  Dissatisfaction  is  sometimes  expressed 
when  there  are  no  positive  marks  of  advance  in  the  action  of  this  Association. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  real  advance  continually  resulting 
from  the  very  agitation  of  the  subjects  which  are  discussed,  and  that  any  posi- 
tive acts  on  our  part  are  not  so  much  causes,  as  they  are  evidences  of  such 
advance.  The  impatient  reformer  must  wait  a  little,  and  he  will  see  that  the 
many  minds  which  are  thinking  and  speaking  not  only  here,  but  in  the  multi- 
tude of  subordinate  associations  and  smaller  accidental  circles  throughout  our 
land,  are  not  thinking  and  speaking  in  vain.  The  results  in  due  time  will 
come. 

In  regard  to  the  second  and  third  classes  of  measures,  we  remark  that  there 
is  much  in  common  between  them,  and  that  they  must  exert  a  great  influence 
upon  each  other.  Reform  in  the  profession,  therefore,  must  go  hand  in  hand 
with  reform  in  the  community.  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  that  the  public  will 
give  up  its  quackery  while  the  profession  hold  on  to  theirs.  That  the  spirit  of 
quackery  does  exist  in  the  medical  profession  to  a  lamentable  degree,  there  is 
abundant  evidence  in  the  abuses  which  it  has  engendered.  And  an  inquiry 
into  the  measures  which  should  be  adopted  for  the  removal  of  these  abuses  is 
not  only  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  medical  education,  but  is  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  the  development  of  some  of  the  most  important  means  of  raising  the 
standard  of  education  and  attainment  in  our  profession.  This  standard,  and 
the  standard  of  professional  honor  and  morality,  are  to  a  great  extent  mutually 
dependent,  especially  where  the  voluntary  principle  has  so  much  influence  as 
it  has  in  this  country.  The  moral  and  intellectual  conditions  of  the  profession 
must  in  the  nature  of  the  case  very  nearly  correspond,  and  an  examination  of 
the  facts  in  any  community  will  furnish  conclusive  evidence  that  they  do. 

"With  these  preliminary  remarks  we  proceed  to  notice  the  second  class  of 
measures,  viz.,  those  which  aim  at  a  reform  in  the  spirit  and  practices  of  the 
profession. 

One  of  the  means  of  removing  the  abuses  which  exist  in  our  profession  is  to 
expose  and  attack  them.  While  this  should  be  done  thoroughly  and  fearlessly, 
it  should  also  be  done  with  a  candid  and  conservative  spirit.  Any  exposure  of 
these  abuses  which  is  made  with  a  wrong  spirit  does  harm.  It  may  furnish 
the  material  of  racy  and  interesting  articles,  which  may  gratify  curiosity  and 
the  love  of  tattle,  and  may  be  very  acceptable  to  the  rivals  of  those  who  are 
attacked;  but  they  hinder  rather  than  advance  the  progress  of  true  reform. 
The  spirit  which  dictates  such  exposures  is  counter  to  that  spirit  which  alone 
can  renovate  and  improve.  It  is  as  true  of  medical  as  it  is  of  other  reforms, 
that  there  are  some  reformers  who  are  in  abundant  need  of  being  reformed 
themselves. 
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We  are  aware  that  exposures  of  abuses  prevailing  among  medical  men  aro 
eagerly  Bought  for  by  the  enemies  of  our  profession,  and  are  industriously  used 
in  the  war  of  radicalism  which  they  wage  against  it.  But  this  should  not  in- 
duce us  to  abandon  altogether  so  effectual  a  means  of  reform  as  such  exposures 
furnish  us  bat  it  should  serve  to  teach  us  caution  in  the  manner  in  which  we 
m  !  them.  The  fact  that  onguarded  and  unnecessary  exposures  do  harm  is 
no  reason  for  an  entire  concealment  of  existing  abuses.  Though  with  the 
uinir,  i  euutinn  it  is  impossible  wholly  to  prevent  misapplications  and  misin- 
terpretatlonfl  on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  thie  elearKy  should  not  deter  us  from 
an  hone  I  and  candid  performance  of  our  duty.  It  is  an  unwise  policy  for  our 
profession  to  forfeit,  by  an  oncandid  'our-.-,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
community,  from  the  fear  that  what  we  may  say  of  ourselves  may  be  occasion- 
ally used  us  weapon-  au'ain-t  U-. 

Another  means  ol  removing  the  abuses  existing  in  the  profession  is  to  apply 
to  them  a  wholesome  discipline.  Tins  is  not  a  remedy  which  should  be  often 
applied.  The  attempt  to  do  so  would  keep  the  profession  in  n  constant  wran- 
gle. But  plain  ami  notorious  cases  ought  not  to  pass  unnotir<'<],  as  they  now 
very  commonly  do.  The  physician  who  practices  the  art-  of  the  .pi. irk  oughi 
not  to  be  permitted  t"  retain  Ins  standing  In  the  profession.  An  example 
should  certainly  be  marie  ,,i  ail  rach  i  a  -■ 

Hut  the  chief  means  ei  removing  abuses  whiob  we  have  In  mu  hamls  |i  il,. 
in/tut  in, -  ih, it  i, in  be  exerted  through  Ike  ixunizationt  of  the  profession.  This 
influence  is  of  a  compound  character — social,  moral,  and  aoientlfic.  And  these 
three  classes  ol  interests  in  which  tin-  influence  i-  seen  are  by  no  means  inde- 
pendenl  of  each  other;  but  the  social  privileges  and  the  professional  virtue,  of 
'heal  men  have,  as  we  have  already  hinted  m  anotbei  i leetion,  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  then-  scientific  attainments  and  character. 

The-e  organizations  ore  as  yet  very  impi  r£  at,  and  are,  therefore,  compara- 
tively inefficient.  We  do  not  yet  know  how  much  good  they  oan  be  made  to 
acoomplish.  .Many  express  themselves  skeptioolly  in  relation  to  their  oseful- 
nes-,  and  are  reluctant  to  meet  even  the  small  expense  which  is  needed  to  sus- 
tain them.  But  the  amount  of  good  which  results  from  them  even  in  their 
present  imperfect  state  is  very  great,  and  ,,\n  only  !«■  estimated  by  comparison 
with  those  communities  where  no  such  organizations  exist.  And  when  they 
shall  be  perfeoted,  the  extent  and  value  of  their  influence  will  be  incalculable. 

The  voluntary  principle  Imparts  great  power  t.i  associated  action.  These 
organizations  are,  therefore,  to  do  a  peculiarly  important  work  for  the  profes- 
sn)u  111  this  country.  But,  in  order  to  do  this,  they  need  to  be  systematized, 
and  the  members  of  the  profession  must  !»•  brought  more  generally  and  thor- 
oughly under  their  Influence.    At  present,  the  great  mass  of  the  profession  have 

little  el-e  than  »  nominal  connection  with  these  associations.  All  tie  '  llicicn- 
bioh  they  have  depends  upon  the  action  of  a  few  individuals,  who  are 
willing  to  sacrifice  time  and  labor  for  the  general  welfare,  in  face  of  obstacles, 
and  that  worst  bf  all  cflsconragafflents,  the  chilling  influence  oi  prevaling  indif- 
ference. And  their  efforts  are  too  much  confined  to  the  larger  associations. 
ire  comparatively  few  town  associations,  although  with  small  libraries 
and  the  periodicals,  and  occasional  meetings  at  once  of  a  social,  festive,  and 
scientific  character,  such  associations  would  do  vast  good  not  only  within  their 
limited  circles  of  intliience,   but  to   the  whole  body  of  the  profession.     They 
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would  give  life  and  efficiency  to  the  larger  associations ;  and  not  only  so,  but  in 
giving  they  would  also  receive. 

Cities  are  great  centers  of  influence  in  medicine,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
department  of  knowledge  and  effort.  "Weighty  responsibilities,  therefore,  rest 
upon  medical  men  in  oar  cities.  With  them  associated  action,  so  powerful  for 
good  or  for  evil,  should  be  made  as  general  and  as  perfect  as  possible.  It 
should  not  be  left  to  small  voluntary  associations.  These  do  good;  but  the  good 
which  they  do  is  limited,  and  it  is  marred  by  abuses  which  are  inevitable 
accompaniments  of  such  narrow  action.  Cliquism  is  apt  to  creep  in,  and  it 
sometimes  exerts  so  deleterious  an  influence  that  many  condemn  such  associa- 
tions altogether  upon  this  ground.  Eut  even  cliques  are  better  than  an  utter 
absence  of  association.  They  do  more  good  than  harm;  and  the  harm  which 
they  do  is  generally,  in  a  great  measure,  neutralized  by  the  influence  of  counter- 
cliques.  If  a  general  and  thorough  system  of  associations  were  in  full  opera- 
tion, the  strictly  voluntary  associations,  or  clubs,  would  be  more  purely  subserv- 
ient to  the  common  interest  of  the  profession  than  they  now  are,  because  their 
liability  to  abuse  would  be  very  much  obviated 

In  every  large  city  there  should  be  one  general  association,  with  subordinate 
ones  in  the  different  districts  into  which  the  city  should  be  divided,  bearing 
such  relation  to  the  genera]  association  as  county  societies  bear  to  state  socie- 
ties. These  associations  should  be  so  regulated,  and  such  efficiency  should  be 
given  to  them,  that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  every  physician  to  be  a  faith- 
ful member,  if  he  wished  to  maintain  a  respectable  standing  with  the  profes- 
sion and  with  the  community.  And  if  this  were  the  case,  men  whose  success 
results  from  dishonorable  and  quackish  arts  could  not  continue,  as  they  now 
often  do  as  a  measure  of  policy,  a  merely  nominal  connection  with  the  associ- 
ations of  the  profession,  but  they  would  be  obliged  to  take  their  proper  place  in 
the  ranks  of  undisguised  quackery. 

Association  is  the  great  means  of  creating  and  bringing  into  action  a  sound 
public  sentiment  among  medical  men.  It,  therefore,  gives  power  to  profession- 
al influences,  and  neutralizes  those  popular  influences  which  tend  to  corrupt 
the  honor  of  the  physician,  and  to  depress  the  standard  of  professional  attain- 
ment. Knowing  this,  the  practitioner,  whose  chief  object  is  to  obtain  a  mere- 
ly popular  reputation,  as  the  means  of  pecuniary  advancement,  withdraws  him- 
self from  the  broad  basis  of  association  with  the  profession.  If  he  does  not 
stand  wholly  aloof,  his  connection  with  our  organizations,  which  is  at  be^t  but 
a  loose  one,  is  regulated  entirely  by  the  principles  of  cliquism,  or  is,  perhaps, .u. 
mere  feint  to  enable  him  to  practice  the  more  secretly,  and,  therefore,  the  more 
effectually,  the  arts  and  tricks  of  the  charlatan. 

The  social  influences  of  association  are  not  among  its  smallest  benefits.  Indi- 
vidualism is  almost  an  essential  element  of  the  jealousies,  and  quarrels,  and 
bickerings,  which  have  so  often  brought  contempt  upon  our  profession.  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  these  have  no  better  cure,  or  rather  preventive,  than  is  to  be 
found  in  what  may  be  termed  a  scientific  socialism.  If  physicians  meet  togeth- 
er for  mutual  improvement,  even  though  the  discussions  be  sometimes  warm, 
and  the  war  of  opinions  be  vigorous  and  obstinate,  a  friendly  feeling  will  bear 
rule,  especially  if  the  festive  board  be  spread;  and  an  influence  will  be  left 
which  can  not  be  destroyed  when  each  returns  again  to  his  own  individual 
sphere  of  action.     This  continued  influence  of  frequently  recurring  seasons  of 
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mutual  Improvement  and  enjoyment  fortifies  against  the  temptations  to  a  dis- 
honorable competition,  which  an  uninterrupted  individualism  is  so  apt  to  en- 
gender among  medical  men. 

It  is  by  no  means  a  small  consideration,  in  estimating  the  value  of  associa- 
tion, tint  it  wins  for  the  profession  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  public. 
The  union  of  men  for  scientific  purposes  always  does  this.  And  there  is  noth- 
ing ulnHi  has  done  so  much  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  community  in 
tip  medical  profession  as  the  jealousies  and  dissensions  which  have  grown  out 
of  a  selfish  and  narrow  individualism. 

Such  being  the  advantages  of  association  in  our  profession,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  physician  to  do  all  that  he  can  to  give  to  our  organizations  character  and 
efficiency.  If  all  who  desire  that  the  standard  of  medical  character  and  attain- 
ment he  raised,  would  turn  their  influence  into  this  channel,  a  great  change 
would  at  once  be  effected  in  the  condition  of  the  profession  in  tins  country. 
'I'll.-  demi-quacka,  who  so  much  disgrace  our  profession  in  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lic, would  he  driven  from  our  ranks.  Public  sentiment,  both  among  medical 
men  and  in  the  community  at  Large,  would  be  renovated;  and  consequently 
the  value  of  professional  reputation  would  rue,  while  that  of  a  merely  popular 
one  would  fall,  even  as  a  source  of  emolument,     A  reform  in  our  systems  of 

r.luration  would  bo  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  our  schools  would  re  isr  lo  send 

forth  such  numbers,  as  .inn-  of  them  now  do,  of  unqualified  physicians,  to 

give  emrency  i"  error  ami  delusion  in  medic ,  to  desti  ly  b  lalth  and  life,  and 

to  bring  oontempt  upon  our  noble  science,  Tie- lical  literature  of  oar  coun- 
try would  be  transformed  by  the  change.     It  woul  Had  in  cone  | 

denoe  with  the  improve nt  in  the  edui nol  the  profess! and  It  would 

be  enriched  by  the  vast  resources  of  knowled  '  ,  which  would 

be  gathered  In  by  the  multitudes  ol  s    oci  ttions  all  ovei  our  Union, 

Such  being  the  value  ui  a  w.ll  organized  and  effioient  system  itions, 

the  establishment  of  this  National  Association  may  well  he  regarded  ;i-  an  era  in 
the  history  of  medicine  in  this  country.  This  great  congress  ol  our  profession 
gathers  and  distributes  influences  which  are  molding  the  medical  character, 
and  affeoting  the  interests  of  medical  Science  in  every  part  of  our  land.  And 
It  has  so  awakened    the   attention  ol    lical  men  to  the  whole  BUbjeOt  of  asso- 

oiated  ."-eon,  that  there  is  a  general  movement  in  relation  to  it  in  the  whole  body 
of  the  profession.  New  associations  are  continually  forming,  and  those  which 
have   hern  long  established  have  a  new  hie  and  greater  efficiency. 

Iii  connection  with  the  subject  of  organizations,  it  becomes  an  interesting 
inquiry,  what  should  he  the  legal  position  ot  the  profession.  It  is  manifest  that 
it  can  not  be  the  same  m  this  country  that  it  is  in  some  other  countries.  It 
must  he  conformed  to  the  genius  of  our  institutions.  It  must  recognize  most 
fully  the  voluntary  principle.  Any  plan  that  does  not  recognize  this  can  not 
sni  '  i  ed.     It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  the  enforcement  of  any  direct  legal  rcstric- 

i  "i"111  the  people  in  regard  to  medicines;  If  they  choose  quark,  andqnaok- 

arj law  whtoh  would  forbid  such  choice  ran  stand  in  tins  country. 

That  there  should  he  some  laws  in  relation  to  the  medical  profession  there  is 
no  question,,  Bltt  thu  ideas  which  are  commonly  entertained  in  regard  to  the 
oid  object  of  these  laws,  are  somewhat  indefinite  even  among  medical 
men.  In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  object  of  these  laws  should  be  sim- 
ply tin- — to  give  protection  to  thou  meaturtl  which  arc  calculated  lo  secure  to  the 
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community  a  well-educated  body  of  physicians.  Everything  inconsistent  with 
the  attainment  of  this  object  should  be  discarded.  No  class  of  physicians,  pro- 
fessedly and  exclusively  devoted  to  any  system  of  opinions  and  practice,  should! 
as  such  receive  such  protection.  The  medical  profession  should  be  a  single 
body  of  men  without  any  prescribed  set  of  opinions.  And  the  ground  of  admis- 
sion to  their  ranks  should  have  no  reference  to  opinions ;  but  there  should  be 
the  greatest  latitude  in  this  respect.  Character  and  education  should  furnish 
the  only  basis  of  membership. 

We  are  persuaded  that,  if  the  profession  as  a  whole  should  take  this  view  of 
the  subject,  we  should  stand  in  a  much  better  position  before  the  public  than 
we  now  do.  We  should  then  be  able  to-  propose  to  the  community  the  ques- 
tion, clean  and  stripped  of  all  incidental  and  embarassing  considerations, 
whether  they  would  sustain  an  educated  or  an  uneducated  profession.  We 
should  stand  simply  and  clearly  upon  our  merits  in  this  respeet,  and  should 
command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  great  majority  of  the  community. 
But,  whenever  other  grounds  are  taken,  and  opinions  are  made  in  any  degree 
the  basis  of  admission  or  expulsion,  we  lose  this  respect  and  confidence,  for  we 
enter  into  competition  with  opinionists  of  every  grade,  and  upon  their  own 
level.  At  this  moment,  the  strife  between  the  regular  profession  and  other  self- 
constituted  medical  bodies,  is  regarded  by  even  sensible  men  in  the  communi- 
ty as  being  for  the  most  part  a  war  of  opinions.  And  some  ground  is  given 
them  for  this  view  of  the  subject,  by  occasional  acts  by  individuals,  or  even  by 
some  of  our  associations. 

Homeopathists,  and  oiher  irregular  practitioners,  desire  to  perpetuate  this 
state  of  things.  They  aim  continually,  in  book,  pamphlet,  and  conversation, 
to  make  the  impressions  which  are  requisite  to  keep  up  this  false  issue,  that  is 
so  favorable  to  their  interests.  Homeopathists  "would  have  the  public  believe 
that  the  contest  between  them  and  Allopathists  (as  they  are  pleased  to  style  us) 
is  between  two  different  classes  or  sects  of  educated  physicians,  and  simply 
in  regard  to  doctrines  and  opinions.  And  it  is  for  this  purpose  that  they  estab- 
lish their  societies  and  schools  of  medicine.  This  movement  is  all  for  mere 
show,  and  has  not  originated  in  any  belief  that  education  is  needed  to  prepare 
men  for  the  practice  of  Homeopathy.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  great 
majority  of  Homeopathic  physicians  are  uneducated  men,  or  at  least  men  who 
are  very  partially  educated,  and  the  shrewd  among  the  adherents  of  this  sys- 
tem know  that  the  uninitiated,  furnished  with  box  and  pamphlet,  are  as  well 
qualified  to  practice  it  as  they   themselves  are. 

If  we  are  correct  in  our  positions,  the  grounds  upon  which  the  granting  of 
charters  to  Homeopathic,  Thompsonian,  Eclectic,  and  other  so-called  medical 
institutions,  has  been  opposed  by  the  profession,  have  not  always  been  tenable. 
Such  applications  should  be  opposed  distinctly,  and  only,  upon  the  ground 
that  such  institutions  interfere  with  that  system  of  education  which  secures  to 
the  community  a  body  of  well-qualified  physicians;  and  not  at  all  upon  the 
ground  that  errors  dangerous  to  the  community  will  be  taught  in  them.  The 
institutions  of  the  regular  profession  itself  are  by  no  means  free  from  error,  and 
sometimes  enormous  and  dangerous  errors  have  been  taught  within  their  walls. 
And  if  error  betaken  as  the  ground  of  exclusion  from  privilege,  where,  we  ask, 
shall  the  line  be  drawn  ?  Who  shall  say  what  amount  or  kind  of  error  shall 
be  the  ground  of  exclusion  ? 
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Wc  are  aware  that  a  different  view  has  been  taken  of  this  subject  by  some 
medical  bodies  in  relation  to  Homeopathists.  Some  physicians,  who  have 
avowed  their  conversion  to  Homeopathy,  have  been  excluded  from  the  ranks 
of  the  profession  simply  for  that  reason.  We  find  no  fault  with  the  exclusion, 
but  only  with  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  done.  They  should  have  been 
excluded,  not  for  their  opinions,  but  for  misdemeanors.  Any  act  by  which 
they  associate  with  the  common  herd  oC  Homeopathic  practitioners  is  a  misde- 
meanor, which  is  a  proper  ground  of  expulsion.  And  it  is  so,  because  it  easts 
contempt  upon  the  necessity  of  those  measures  and  provisions  which  secure  to 
the  community  a  well-educated  medical  profession,  and  not  because  it  gives 
countenance  to  a  destructive  error. 

If  the  profession  should  take  the  position  in  regard  to  this  whole  subject  that 
we  have  indicated,  the  plain  argument  against  the  granting  of  charters  to  irreg- 
nlar  and  sectarian  medical  institutions  would  be  this;  thai,  there  being  no  re- 
slnction  in  the  profession  in  regard  to  opinions,  all  new  doctrines  can  lie  freely 
canvassed,  and  if  they  have  any  show  of  reaaonabtenesfl  they  will  find  advo- 
cates among  medical  men,  and  will  become  subjects  of  discussion  111  the 
schools,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  wholly  unnecessary  to  establish  any  new 
school  in  order  to  give   them  a  fan       \  i  or]    being    propagated.      The   alleged 

necessity  lor  such  a  measure   in  the  OBM  Of  any  new  doctrine,  it  could  he  most 

clearly  claimed,  is  good  proof   that  ii  has  00   ! idation  in  truth,  and  is  wholly 

a  delusion.     An   appeal   might   he  made   to  die   whole   history  of  medicine   to 

show  this  to  be  true.     It  could  he  shown  that  no  doctrine  which  has  oontl I 

even  the  smallest  modioum  of  truth  has  failed  to  find  adi  it  hi  the  profes- 
sion! and  to  obtain  some  lodgment  for  a  lime  in  some  of  the  schools  of  medi- 
cine. 

If  this  ground  should  be  distinctly  and  firmly  taken  by  the  great  body  of  med- 
ical men,  we  should  then  siaml  befo ur  legislatures  and  the  community  up- 

on  a  basis  whioh  would  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  every  reasonable 
man.  But  any  act,  on  the  part  of  physicianSi  which  trenches  in  any  degree 
upon  freedom  of  opinion,  prevents  our  holding  Successfully  this  broad  ground 
before  the  public.  Sneh  aels  aie  a  great  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  profes- 
sion whenever  we  oppose  the  granting  of  charters  to  Irregulaj  schools  of  i I- 

icine.  To  make  this  opposition  effectual,  it  i*  essential  thai  we  be  able  to  show 
to  the  community  that  the  profession!  as  a  body,  -land  upon  the  basis  which 
we  have  Indicated,  And  the  committee!  therefore,  commend  this  subject  to 
the  attention  of  the  profession  throughout  our  country,  that  the  principles  which 

si Id  govern  our  action  in  relation   lo  it  may  be  definitely    understood  and 

established. 

There  i-  one  legal  pio\  ision  thai  was  once  in  force  in  some  of  the  States,  but 
is  now  abolished  in  most  if  not  all  of  them,  which  deserves  a  passing  remark. 
Wo  refer  lo  that  provision  which  gave  to  regularly  licensed  practitioners  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  collecting  their  fees  by  law.  This  privilege,  once  so 
much  prised  by  some,  we  consider  to  be  of  no  real  value  to  the  profession.      It 

is  u  mere  pecuniary  destination;  and  while  it  confers  at  best  but  a  doubtful 
benefiti  il  has  mo  influence  in  winning  for  the  profession  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  public,  and  supplies  a  fruitful  theme  for  the  noisy  declamation  of 
patriotic  and  benevolent  haters  of  monopolies.     The  only  distinction  which  the 
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profession  should  desire,  or  should  seek  on  the  ground  of  policy,  is  that  which 
is  based  upon  a  thorough  system  of  education. 

It  remains  for  us  to  consider  the  third  class  of  means  to  be  employed  in  rem- 
edying that  state  of  things  which  tends  to  depress  the  standard  of  medical  edu- 
cation, viz.,  those  which  aim  at  producing  a  change  in  the  public  sentiment  in 
relation  to  our  profession.     On  this  subject  we  must  be  very  brief. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  among  medical  men  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  using  the  means  to  which  we  refer.  Some  think  that  the  propensity 
to  error  and  to  quackery  in  the  community  had  better  be  left  to  itself,  and  that 
it  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  deliver  the  dupes  of  medical  delusions  from  their 
errors  by  the  force  of  argument.  This  opinion  is  very  distinctly  enunciated  in 
the  Report  on  Medical  Literature  of  last  year,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Stille.  The 
opinion  we  allow  to  be  well  founded  in  regard  to  those  who  are  the  confirmed 
dupes  of  quackery.  No  reasoning  will  ever  reclaim  them.  Nothing  short  of 
a  radical  change  in  their  habits  of  mind  will  do  it.  But  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  such  constitute  only  a  minority  of  the  vast  numbers  in  the  commu- 
nity who  lend  their  influence  to  the  multitudinous  forms  of  quackery,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  well  educated  profession.  The  great  majority  of  these  are  not  men 
who  are  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  delusion;  but  they  are  more  or 
less  rational  in  their  views,  and  their  minds  can  be  influenced  by  reasoning  in 
relation  to  medicine.  And  the  countenance  which  most  of  them  give  to  empir- 
icism is  only  occasionally  given,  and  is  at  variance  with  their  general  course  of 
conduct. 

It  is  among  this  large  floating  class  of  the  patrons  of  quackery  that  we  may 
hope  to  produce  a  salutary  impression  in  favor  of  rational  medicine  and  an 
educated  profession.  The  importance  of  doing  this  may  be  learned  from  the 
fact  that  the  opinions  of  this  class  of  men  go  far  toward  constituting  that  public 
sentiment  which  has  so  deleterious  an  influence  in  depressing  the  standard  of 
medical  attainment  and  education.  Among  them  are  many  men  from  all 
classes  of  society,  of  acknowledged  good  sense  and  discrimination,  who,  for 
reasons  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  give,  are  deceived  and  deluded  espec- 
ially on  the  particular  subject  of  medicine.  It  is  these  men  of  influence,  in  the 
various  circles  of  society,  whose  opinions  it  is  important  to  change,  and  we 
believe  that  with  the  use  of  the  proper  means  it  can  be  done. 

The  only  way  to  remove  the  errors  of  this  large  class  of  the  community  is 
that  old  and  homely  way  so  effective  in  removing  error  on  other  subjects — the 
presentation  of  truth.  This  is  to  be  done  in  conversation,  by  articles  in  popu- 
lar periodicals,  and  by  books.  Each  physician  can  do  much  by  conversation 
with  intelligent  men  in  his  own  individual  circle.  If  a  general  effort  of  this 
kind  were  made  throughout  the  profession,  in  connection  with  the  circulation 
of  books  of  a  proper  character,  a  great  change  might  at  once  be  produced  in 
the  public  sentiment.  But  the  effort  must  be  made  in  the  right  spirit.  Ill- 
natured  attacks  upon  quackery  do  no  good.  Railing  never  convinced  any  man 
of  his  error.  Confidence  in  the  power  of  truth,  and  charity  toward  the  com- 
mon propensity  of  the  human  mind  to  err,  should  teach  physicians  patience  in 
their  attempts  to  convince  their  fellow-men  of  their  errors  on  so  abstruse  a  sub- 
ject as  medicine.  The  lesson  of  patience  will  be  the  better  learned,  if  we  re- 
member that  most  of  the  popular  medical  errors  had  a  common  origin  with  some 
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that  have  prevailed  among  medical  men,  and  that  not  a  few  took  their  rise  first 
in  the  profession,  and  afterward  spread  among  the  people.  And  we  should 
al-o  remember  that  no  attempt  at  a  reform  in  the  public  sentiment  of  the  com- 
munity at  large  can  be  successful,  unless  it  be  accompanied  with  a  correspond- 
ing reform  in  the  public  sentiment,  and  consequently  in  the  practices,  of  the 
profession  itself.  The  delusions  and  the  quackeries  which  exist  among  medi- 
cal men  arc  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  removal  of  those  which  prevail  in  the 
community. 

We  have  thus  given  a  general  view  of  the  causes  of  the  low  standard  of  med- 
ical  education  and  attainment  in  this  country,  and  of  the  means  which  should 
be  employed  in  counteracting  their  influence!  or  in  removing  them.  Too 
much  importance,  we  think,  has  been  generally  attached  to  those  means  which 
are  <lircct,  and  too  little  to  those  which  are  indirect  in  their1  application. 
Though  these  latter  have  been  very  commonly  lost  sight  of,  we  deem  them  to 
be  quite  a-  essential  as  tin-  former,  m  a  -y-triu  of  eflbrts  for  tin-  improvement 

Hi  Dm  prole-- inn.     IVIieving  that  fr iiscussion  is  one  of  the  pn lent  means 

of  removing  abuses  and  promoting  advancement!  we  have  expressed  our  views 

in  this  report  with  all  plainness  and  fr lorn.     While  we  haws  done  soj  we 

have  endeavored  to  avoid  all  over-statemeni  ami  embellish nt,  and  to  pi 

the  truth  on  every  point  exactly  as  n  i-.     We  a-k  for  these  views  a  candid  I 

faithful  examination  from  the  profession!  ami  we  can  not  but  indul| 
thai  they  will  meet  with  a  hearty  response  in  all  pan-  of  our  country,  and 
that  tie    measures  whioh  we  recommend  will  be  zealously  and  perseveringly 
pri  i  scuted. 

As  a  summary  of  the  principal  ^  ien  i  presented  In  tin-  Report,  the  Commit- 
tee offei  for  your  consideration  the  following  resolutions: — 

AV.mi/i'o/,    That   the    abu-os    which    exist  in    the    modes  of   in  ttion 

pin -ued  111  this  country  demand  the  set lonsideration  of  the  profession. 

Jlcsolnil,   That  free  dl-eussion  in  relation    to  these  abu.-es  and  their   cau-cs  is 

an  important  mean-  of  effecting  then-  removal. 

Rtlolvtd,  Thai,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association,  no  effort  to  remove  I 
line.  ..in  sucoeed  that  is  nol  based  upon  a  reform  in  the  public  sentiment 
both  of  the  profession  and  ol  the  community. 

Rnoived,  That  this  reform,  so  far  as  the  profession  is  concerned,  is  to  be  effec- 
ted mainty  through  it-  organisations,  and  that  it  is  therefore  incumbent  upon 
every  physician  to  do  all  that  he  can  to  give  them  character  and  efficiency. 

Rssa(vt0)i  That  this  Association  have  oonfldanos  in  all  proper  efforts  which 
have  lor  then  object  i  reform  in  the  sentiments  and  practice  of  the  community 
in  relation  to  medieiiie  and  the  medical  profession. 

Resold:/,  Thai  the  recommendations  of  tins  Association  at  its  former  meet- 
ings in  regard  to  education,  both  preliminary  and  medical,  be  reaffirmed,  and 

that  both  the  schools  and  private  pi ptors  l.e  -till  urged  so  to  do  their  duty  as 

t,i  secure  to  the  community  a  well  educate,i  profession. 

Retailed,  That,  in  the  work  of  medical  relonn,  while  all  precipitate  move- 
ments should  be  avoided,  <•*  should  aim  at  a  steady  advance  from  year  to  year 
till  n  thorough  system  Of  education  be  established  by  the  profession  throughout 
our  country. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education  in  relation  to  "  Demonstrative 

Midwifery." 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association,  there  was  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  this  Committee  a  subject  which  has  recently  excited  much  interest  through- 
out the  profession  in  this  country,  and  upon  which  there  has  been  much  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  We  allude  to  what  has  been  termed  Demonstrative  Mid- 
wifery. 

Though  the  committee  think  that  the  examination  of  this  subject  could  have 
been  made  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily  in  the  journals  of  the  profession,  and 
that  its  reference  to  us  was  therefore  unnecessary;  and  though  we  have  felt 
from  the  first  that,  if  referred  at  all,  it  should  have  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Obstetrics;  yet,  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  Association,  we 
have  prepared  our  views  in  regard  to  it,  and  are  ready  to  present  them.  We 
ask,  however,  that  it  may  be  done  as  a  special  report  by  itself.  The  main  re- 
port has,  in  its  view  of  the  general  subject  of  medical  education,  a  unity  and 
completeness  which  would  be  impaired  by  the  introduction  of  a  matter  that  is 
incongruous  and  irrelevant  to  its  scope  and  design. 

As  the  reference  of  this  subject  to  the  Committee  grew  out  of  the  course 
which  had  recently  been  pursued  in  one  of  our  medical  schools  in  teaching 
midwifery,  it  will  be  proper  to  present  the  facts  of  the  case  before  we  proceed 
to  state  the  rules  by  which  we  think  that  the  practice  of  teachers  in  this  branch 
of  medicine  should  be  governed. 

The  professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  introduced  a 
pregnant  woman  into  the  family  of  the  janitor,  a  short  time  previous  to  her 
confinement,  for  the  purposes  of  instruction  in  obstetrics  to  the  graduating  class. 
It  is  proper  to  state  that  all  that  was  done  in  the  case  was  with  the  free  consent 
of  the  woman  herself.  She  was  examined  with  the  stethoscope,  and  the  posi- 
tion of  the  child  was  thus  ascertained  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  the  labor. 
When  the  labor  took  place,  the  graduating  class,  numbering  about  twenty,  were 
assembled  in  an  adjoining  room,  and  during  the  process  one  after  another  was 
admitted  singly  to  the  sick  room,  and  made  an  examination  by  the  touch,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  professor.  When  the  labor  was  about  to  terminate, 
the  class  were  called  into  the  room,  and,  as  the  head  emerged  from  the  os  ex- 
ternum, the  clothes  were  raised,  so  that  this  concluding  part  of  the  process  was 
made  visible  to  the  class. 

The  statements  of  the  witnesses  differ  somewhat  as  to  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
posure ;  but  this  is  not  a  very  important  point.  The  great  question  which  has 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  has  been  whether  there  should  have  been  any 
exposure  at  all.  Those  who  advocate  its  necessity  consider  it  of  so  much  im- 
portance in  clinical  instruction  in  obstetrics,  that  they  speak  of  it  as  constituting 
a.  new  era  in  the  teaching  of  this  branch  of  our  art  in  this  country,  and  have 
given  to  this  new  mode  the  name  of  Demonstrative  Midwifery.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  those  who  are  opposed  to  it  are  very  positive  in  the  opinion  that 
there  is  no  need  of  such  exposure,  and  that  this  new  mode  is  wholly  an  un- 
necessary, and  therefore  an  improper  innovation. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  subject  has  been  brought  at  all  upon  the  popular 
arena.  It  is  wholly  a  professional  question,  and  should  be  discussed  by  the 
profession  in  a  calm,  considerate,  and  dignified  manner.     It  is  no  subject  for 
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newspaper  warfare,  nor  for  a  warfare  in  medical  journals  in  newspaper  style. 
No  aspersions  should  be  cast  upon  the  motives  of  the  parties  interested.  A 
distinction  should  always  be  made  between  those  who  honestly  differ  in  opinion 
from  their  brethren,  and  those  who  are  governed  by  the  base  motives  of  the 
mercenary  charlatan  ;  and  also  between  those  who  oppose  practices  which  they 
think  to  be  improper,  with  sincere,  though  perhaps  too  ardent  zeal,  and  those 
who  do  thU  from  a  malicious  or  muddling  spirit.  The  committee  have  en- 
deavorrd  to  withdraw  themselves  from  the  contending  currents  of  popular  feel- 
ing, and  to  look  upon  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings  with  candor,  and  they  hope 
that  the  results  of  the  consideration  which  they  have  given  to  it  will  commend 
themselves  to  the  judgment  of  the  whole  profession. 

We  will  lirst  remark  upon  some  of  the  general  principles  which  relate  to  the 
subject,  and  then  apply  them  to  the  partieular  ca-e  before  us. 

It  is  a  false,  though  very  prevalent  Idea,  that  a  sacrifice  of  modesty  Is  re- 
quired on  flie  part  "l  females  in  the  treatment  of  many  cases  of  di««««.  When 
woman  commits  her  whole  ease  to  the  care  of  an  Intelligent  and  honorable  phy- 
ti  i .hi,  submitting  to  whatever  measures  may  be  necessary  for  the  due  tnvesti- 
gation  and  for  the  cure  of  her  malady,  she  makes  no  surrender  of  a  virtuous 
and  rational  modesty,  The  daily  experience  both  of  physicians  and  patients 
proves  this  to  be  true*  For,  whatevet  i Mmay  baKquisitelthereisnoth- 
'ng  that  transpires,  in  the  confidence  of  professional  intercourse,  that  mars  in 
the  least  that  mutual  respect  which  i.  the  iia-i«  of  usefulness  and  enjoyment 
'n  the  common  social  intercourse  of  life,  unless  measures  be  employed  that  are 
unnecessary.     It  is  only  in  sue],  a  c  ise  that  there  must  be  on  the  pan  of  the 

patient  .1  sacrifice  of  modesty,  ,,r  an  exhibition  of  shamelessi Tie-  very 

Ides  that  1 is  ture  1-  necessary,  and  that  its  use  must  be  yielded  t.i  as  a  mat- 
ter of  duty,  precludes  the  idea  that  it  is  immodest.  The  experience  of  every 
virtuous  patient  testifies  to  the  truth  ol  this  statement. 

Another  very  e. minion  ermr  ou  this  subject  i-  to  attach  the  idea  of  indelicacy 

especially  to  the  use  of  the  set f  sight,  in  distinction  from  the  use  of  the 

sense  of  touch,      The  use  of  neither  sense  1-  indelicate  »  hen  it  is  necessary,  and 

the  use  of  the  touch  1-  fast  ai  Indelicate  u  that  of  the  sight,  whenever  it  is  not 
needed  in  the  treatment  of  the  oase  in  hand. 

The  same  principles  which  apply  to  the  practice  of  medicine  apply  also  to 
the  Instruction  of  students  in  preparing  them  for  practice.  Whatever  meas- 
ures are  necessary   tor  this  purpose.   Involve  no  transgression  of  the  principles 

Of   modesty    and    propriety. 

The  simple  question  then  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  mode  of  instruction 
developed  to  us  la  the  case  before  as,  and  styled  by  its  advocates  demonstrative 
midwifery,  is  necessary  In  the  preparation  of  students  for  practice.  To  de- 
cide this  questloA,  let  us  look  at  the  advantages  which  have  been  claimed  to 
belong  to  this  mode  of  instruction. 

It  can  not  be  pretended,  and  we  believe  is  not  by  any  one,  that  anything  can 
be  learned  by  the  sight  up  to  the  moment  of  the  completion  of  the  labor.  All 
before  that  must  necessarily  be  learned  by  the  touch  alone. 

There  arc  lour  advantages  claimed  to  attend  an  exposure  to  the  sight  of  the 
conclusion  of  the  process  of  labor.     We  will  notice  each  of  these  separately: 

1st.  The  student  says  ma  manner  in  winch  the  head  of  the  child,  or  what- 
ever pan  presents,  emerges  from  the  os  externum.  All  that  is  of  practical  use 
in  regard  to  this  can  be  so  well  learned  from  descriptions  and  plates,  and  from 
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exhibitions  on  the  machines  commonly  used  in  the  lecture  room,  that  there  is 
clearly  no  need  of  an  exhibition  of  the  living  subject  to  prepare  the  student  on 
this  point  for  practice.  And  whatever  he  does  not  learn  in  regard  to  it  by  these 
means,  can  be  learned  by  the  touch  in  the  first  case  upon  which  he  is  called  to 
attend.  No  practitioner  ever  had  any  desire  to  see  the  presenting  part  emerge 
under  the  arch  of  the  pubis  for  any  additional  knowledge  that  might  be  gained 
by  such  an  exposure. 

2d.  By  an  exposure  of  the  parts  to  the  sight  at  the  conclusion  the  labor,  the 
student  is  impressed  with  the  importance  of  supporting  the  perineum.  On  this 
point  we  simply  remark  that,  if  any  student  can  not  be  properly  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  this  act  by  the  teachings  of  his  preceptor  without  ocular 
demonstration,  he  has  too  dull  an  appreciation  of  truth  and  responsibility  to 
take  upon  himself  the  office  of  a  physician. 

3d.  The  exposure  contended  for  shows  the  student  the  manner  in  which  the 
perineum  should  be  supported.  In  learning  how  to  do  a  manual  operation, 
which,  when  learned,  is  to  be  done  without  the  guidance  of  sight,  the  use  of 
sight  is  not  needed  except  when  the  operation  is  a  difficult  or  complicated  one. 
That  supporting  the  perineum  is  an  operation  of  this  character,  can  not  be  pre- 
tended. It  is  about  as  simple  an  act  as  can  be  conceived  of,  and  the  student 
who  needs  the  aid  of  his  eyes  to  learn  how  to  do  it  had  better  retire  at  once  to 
some  occupation  which  requires  less  tact  and  talent  than  the  practice  of  med- 
icine. In  the  case  before  us,  the  accoucheur  used  a  napkin,  which,  unless  it 
was  very  adroitly  managed,  must  have  prevented  the  twenty  spectators  from 
seeing  very  distinctly  the  exact  manner  in  which  he  supported  the  perineum. 

4th.  This  exposure  verified,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  students,  the  diagnosis 
of  the  professor  in  regard  to  the  position  of  the  child.  But  a  resort  to  such 
evidence  for  this  purpose  is  certainly  unnecessary.  The  diagnosis  can  be  ver- 
ified by  the  touch  on  the  part  of  the  student  during  the  progress  of  the  labor; 
or  it  can  be  taken  at  the  word  of  the  professor,  which  ought  to  be  satisfactory. 

Granting  all  that  can  be  claimed  with  any  plausibility  for  the  advantages 
mentioned,  they  are  not  of  sufficient  value  to  make  it  proper  that  woman  in  the 
hour  of  her  extremity  should  be  made  the  subject  of  a  public  exhibition. 

But  we  not  only  object  to  the  mode  of  instruction,  adopted  in  the  plan  at 
Buffalo,  as  unnecessary,  but  we  object  to  it,  also,  as  being  utterly  incompetent 
to  give  the  student  that  knowledge  which  he  needs  in  the  practice  of  obstetrics.  It 
can  not  take  place  at  all  of  what  may  properly  be  termed  Clinical  Instruction 
in  Midwifery.  A  single  hasty  examination  by  the  touch  in  the  course  of  the 
labor,  and  a  view  of  the  conclusion  of  the  process,  can  supply  the  student  with 
but  a  very  small  part  of  that  practical  knowledge  which  he  needs  when  he 
comes  to  take  charge  of  patients  upon  his  own  responsibility  alone.  This 
knowledge  he  can  obtain  effectually  only  by  taking  the  care  of  cases  of  mid- 
wifery during  his  pupilage  under  the  supervision  of  his  preceptor.  A  single 
case,  thus  managed,  will  teach  him  more  than  a  multitude  of  such  exposures  as 
that  which  was  made  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  College  possibly  could  do. 

The  whole  subject  of  the  relation  of  the  profession  to  woman  is  one  of  great 
interest.  And  it  will  not  be  deemed  improper,  if  the  committee  apply  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  have  laid  down,  to  other  practices  besides  that  which  has 
been  especially  referred  to  them  for  their  consideration.  The  confidential  re- 
lation existing  between  woman  and  our  profession,  so  essential  to  the  full  and 
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proper  treatment  of  lier  diseases,  may  be  impaired  either  by  the  practices  of 
individuals,  or  by  those  which  may  prevail  very  generally  in  the  profession. 
Great  carefulness,  therefore,  is  needed  on  this  point.  The  object,  both  of  tbe 
individual  practitioner  and  of  the  profession,  should  be  to  meet  most  fully  the 
demands  of  science  and  humanity,  and  yet  not  offend  a  sensitive,  but  rational 
delicacy,  nor  give  countenance  to  an  unblushing  shamelessness.  But  there  are 
practices  quite  prevalent  among  medical  nun  winch  prevent  the  full  attain- 
ment of  this  object  on  the  part  of  the,  honorable  practitioner. 

To  illustrate  our  meaning,  we  will  rcfei  to  the  use,  or  rather  uhusc,  of  the 
vaginal  speculum.  The  very  common  and  indiscriminate  application  which 
has  been  madr  of  iliis  instrument  by  oitraists  and  hobby-#iders,  goi£g  far  be- 
yond the  bounds  ol  nece:  "y,  and  therefore  ol  propriety,  has  occasioned  much 
embarrassment  in  the  professional  intercourse  ol  honorable  and  judicious  phy- 
sicians witli  their  female  patients,     Disgust  at  this  abuse  of-  the  speculum  to 

mercenary  and  quaclcish  purposes  ol  itself  disincl -  them  somewhat  to  its 

n-'\  and  the  suspicion  and  prejudice  which  mi-  abuse  has  awakened  in  relation 
to  the  medical  profe    ion  increase  the  difficulty.     The  obstacles  thus  thrown  in 

the  way  «,i  Che  use  of  tins  instrument  by  ie  "t  its  staunches!  advocati  3  have 

undoubtedly  prevented  its  being  employed  as  much  a-  n  «houl3  be  by  the 
body  of  the  profession.     The  assertion  which  ihey  Bo  often  make  in  regard  to 
it,  that  it  ought  Lo  I,.-  in  as  common  use  1-  the  st<  is,  can  not  bo  true, 

if  the  principles  which  we  have  laid  down  !>>•  correct.  A  vi  ry  free  use  of  it  is 
not  necessary,  and  it  is  therefore  n  transgression  ■  '  ihfl  rules  ol"  modesty  and 
propriety. 

We  can  not  forbear  10  notioe,  in  this  oonnexion,  the  mlluence  "i  indecent 
allusions  upon  the  professional  intercourse  of  the  physician  with  Ins  female 
patients.  When  these  occur  in  ordinary  conversation,  they  exert  but  a  limited 
influence!  Hut  when  they  are  used  in  the  lecture  room  10  gain  popularity  by 
ministering  to  a  depraved  taste,  01  employed  as  embellishments  m  d 
lions  ol  eases  ,,11  the  pages  of  medical  joumals^thcy  milict  n  il  "uly  a  public, 
but  a  serious  injury  upon  the  proles-ion,       \ 

It  is  principally  the  prejudice  «  Inch  indelicate  praoti among  medical  men 

have  engendered   III  the  public  in  UK  I,  that   lias  given  rise  to  tlie  project  lor  train - 

lug  female  practitioners  ot  medicine.  The  project  will,  lor  obvious  reasons, 
be  unsuccessful,  and  chiefly  because  the  community  generally  will  be  convinced 
that,  although  some  physicians  are  guilty  ol  transgressing  the  rules  "i  proprie- 
ty and  modesty  in  their  intercourse  with  their  patients,  medical  men,  as  a  body, 
are  pure-minded  men,  and  that  their  honor,  as  wall  .,-  their  -kill,  is  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  the  public.  And  let  it  ever  be  remembered  that  the  intimate 
and  peculiar  relation  which  the  physician  holds  to  the  mothers  and  daughters 
in  the  familial  upon  w  Inch  he  attends,  is  a  relation  of  a  sacred  character,  and 
that  the  profession  are  bound  to  thiow  around  it  all  tho-  us  which  are 

necessary  to  preserve  inviolate  the  honor  which  is  the  bond  of  its  confidence. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


SIXTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  CONVENTION 


OF    THE 


Connecticut  Htcfrical  Stocietj, 


MAY,  1853, 


WITH   A    LIST    OF    MEMBERS 


HARTFORD: 

PRES3  OF  CASE,  TIFFANY  AND  COMPANY. 
1858. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY, 


RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  President. 
WM.  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Committee  of  Examination. 

RICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  ex  officio. 
P.  W.  ELLSWORTH,  M.  D. 
H.  N.  BENNETT,  M.  D. 
J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 

E.  LINSLEY,  M;  D. 
LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

ALVAN  TALCOTT,  M.  D. 
M.  W.  WILSON,  M.  D. 
S.  T.  SALISBURY,  M.  D. 
L.  THURSTON,  M.  D. 

F.  L.  DICKINSON,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Tale  College.    ' 
JUSTIN  HAMMOND,  M.  D. 
REMUS  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
O.  K.  ISHAM,  M.  D. 
WM.  C.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 


Tlie  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  teas  held  at  Oilman's  Saloon,  in  the  City 
of  Hartford,  May  11,  1853. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  referred  to  a  Committee  consist  in^;  of  Drs.  Goodsell,  Ensign, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Pike,  Dickinson,  Woodruff,  Nye,  and  A.  L.  Wil- 
liams, who  reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 


HARTFORD    COUNTY. 

C.  W.  Ensign,  11  II. 
A.   S.   Wnrnrr,  M.   1). 
E.  D    Babcock,  M.   D. 
•H.  C.  Bunce,  M.  I). 
Win.  Porter,  M.  D. 

NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 

A.  T.  Douglas,  M.  D 
Geo.  E.  Palmer,  M.  D. 

Horace  ThurMon,  M.    I  >. 

Elijah  Dyer,  M.  D. 
1.  G.  Porter,  M.  D. 

WINDIIAK    COUNTY. 

Lewii  William*,  M.  n. 
Win.  Woodbrldge,  M.  D 

Nathan   8.   I'ike,  M.  D. 
Stephen  0,  RJggs,  M.  D. 

•Dyer  Hughes,  M.   D. 

MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

Elijah  B.  Nye,  M.    D. 

A.  B.  Worthington,  M.  D. 

1.  Hutchinson,  M.  D. 


■IW    HAVEN    COUNTY. 

Isaac  GoodaaB,  M,  I L 
S.  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D. 
L.   ft.   liear.l-ley,  M.   D. 
\V.  Booker,  II  D. 
David  L.  Daggett,  M.  D. 

LITCHFIELD    COCNTY. 

William  Woodruff,  M.  D. 
Geo,   Seymour,  M.  D. 
D.  B.  Camp,  M.  D. 
D.  8.  Hoggin*,  M.  D. 

•D.  B.  North,  M.  D. 

FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 

—  William*,  M.  D. 
•A.   P.  Ticknor,  M.  D. 
•George  Dyer,  M.  D. 
•P.  J.  Judson,  M.  D. 

•D.  S.  Burr,  M.  D. 

TOLLAND    COCNTY. 

Francis  L.    Dickinson,  M.  D. 
Ebeoeset  Linsley,  M.  D. 
0.  K.  [sham,  M.  D. 


1  Absent. 


The  President,  Eufus  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  then  read  an  Address  on 
Medical  Organization  and  the  Biography  of  the  older  Physicians  of 
Fairfield  County,  and  declined  a  re-election. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  then  elected  officers  of  the  Society, 
for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. 

EICHARD  WARNER,  M.  D.,  President. 

WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 

GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  Rufus 
Blakeman,  M.  D.,  for  the  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  with 
which  he  has  filled  the  office  of  President  of  the  Society,  and  also 
for  his  excellent  address  delivered  by  him  this  day,  and  that  a  copy 
be  requested  for  publication. 

Drs.  A.  S.  Warner,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  A.  T.  Douglas,  Wm.  Wood- 
bridge,  A.  P.  Ticknor,  D.  B.  Camp,  E.  Linsley,  A.  B.  Worthington, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business. 

A  communication  was  received  from  E.  K.  Hunt,  inviting  the  Con- 
vention to  visit  the  "  Retreat  for  the  Insane."     Invitation  accepted. 

Worthington  Hooker,  M.  D.,  then  offered  the  following  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  Convention  in  reference  to  the  recent 
disaster  at  Norwalk,  and  the  loss  to  the  profession  of  several  distin- 
guished members  of  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  sympathize  with  the  many  whose  homes 
have  been  made  desolate  by  the  recent  catastrophe  at  Norwalk,  the 
loss  to  the  medical  profession  of  so  many  of  its  most  valued  mem- 
bers, by  that  event,  awakens  within  us  the  deepest  feelings  of  sorrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  this  loss 
has  come  upon  us  and  upon  the  community,  occurring  as  it  did  at  the 
close  of  the  largest  meeting  of  medical  men  ever  held  in  this  coun- 
try, and  immediately  after  its  grand  festive  gathering,  while  the 
members  were  returning  with  joy  to  their  homes,  give  a  peculiar  im- 
pressiveness  to  this  event. 

Resolved,  That,  while  in  common  with  the  profession  throughout 
the  land,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  all  those  brethren  that  were  taken  out 
of  life  thus  suddenly,  we  are  especially  afflicted  by  the  loss  of  two  of 


our  number,  so  much  esteemed  and  loved  by  us  all,  Dr.  Archibald 
Welch,  of  this  city,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  of  Bridgeport ;  and, 
while  we  express  our  sorrow,  we  feel  ourselves  incited  by  the  memory 
of  their  bright  examples,  to  greater  diligence  and  faithfulness,  both 
as  physicians  and  as  men,  in  the  short  and  uncertain  life  allotted  to 
us  by  Him  who  has  our  lives  in  his  hands. 

Resolved,  That,  while  we  thus  mourn,  it  is  proper  for  us,  as  medi- 
cal men,  to  express  thus  publicly  our  views  and  sentiments  in  rela- 
tion lo  the  causes  of  this  catastrophe,  and  the  means  of  preventing 
similar  events  in  future. 

Resolved,  That  the  great  truth  so  fully  and  constantly  recognized 
by  our  profession,  that  responsibility  in  relation  to  human  life  has  a 
peculiar  sacrcdness,  seems  to  be  to  a  great  extent  forgotten  by  both 
individuals  and  companies,  to  whom  the  lives  of  multitudes  on  our 
numerous  thoroughfares  are  daily  intrusted. 

Resolved,  That  the  very  prevalent  carelessness,  butli  in  the  selec- 
tion of  individuals  for  important  and  re«|>oii.-ible  posts,  and  in  the 
adoption  of  obvious  and  accessary  precautions  against  accidents,  de- 
serves the  most  emphatic  rebuke  From  the  community,  and  urgently 
calls  for  the  immediate  enactment  of  stringent  laws  on  this  subject 
on  the  part  of  our  legislatures. 

Dr.  Beckwith  also  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted  by  the  Convention,  viz. 

Whereas  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  events  in  his  wise  and  mysteri- 
ous providence,  hatli  taken  from  us  by  a  violent  and  instantaneous 
death,  our  late  highly  respected  President,  Archibald  Welch,  M.  D., 
and  also  our  much  respected  Fellow  and  Dissertator,  Samuel 
Beach,  M.  D.  ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  recent  terrible  Railway 
Disaster,  by  which  tlii>  BOCietybas  lost  two  of  its  most  valuable  mem- 
bers, one  of  whom,  Arch'd  Welch,  M.  D.,  had  been  for  many  years, 
President  of  this  Society ;  the  other,  Samuel  Beach,  M.  D.,  had 
been  appointed  a  Dissertator  to  this  Convention  ;  we  recognize  the 
agency  of  a  wise  and  merciful  providence  which  has  removed  by 
violent  deaths  from  the  midst  of  life  while  in  the  discharge  of  all 
the  high  responsibilities  of  their  professional  life,  two  members 
of  the  Society  eminently  combining  in  their  several  characters, 
high  intellectual  and  professional  endowments,  great  personal  worth, 
ami  other  elements  of  moral  greatness  and  Christian  excellence; 
therefore, 


Resolved,  That  while  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  relatives  and 
friends  of  the  deceased,  in  the  irreparable  loss  which  they  have  sus- 
tained, we  commend  them  under  these  afflictive  dispensations,  to  Him 
alone  who  can  bind  up  the  crushed  and  wounded  spirit,  even  when 
in  the  dark  and  mysterious  ways  of  his  providence,  (and  sometimes, 
as  in  the  present  instance,  by  terrible  agencies,)  he  removes  his 
faithful  and  devoted  servants  from  the  stormy  and  troubled  scenes 
of  their  earthly  existence.  Let  them  be  assured,  that  "  although 
clouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  him,  Justice  and  Judgement 
are  the  habitations  of  his  throne."  And  they  rest  from  their  labors 
and  "  their  works  do  follow  them." 

Resolved,  further,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  signed  by 
the  officers  of  the  Convention,  and  forwarded  to  the  families  and 
friends  of  the  deceased  ;  and  also  entered  upon  the  journal  with  our 
proceedings,  as  an  evidence  of  the  just  appreciation  in  which  we 
hold  the  memory  of  our  deceased  brethren. 

Drs.  Hooker  and  Beckwith  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  carry 
out  the  above  resolutions  presented  by  them  to  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Catlin  then  presented  the  following  resolution  in  behalf  of 
those  members  of  the  Society  who  were  exposed  to  the  same  peril 
with  those  who  were  lost  in  the  disaster,  and  escaped  destruction. 

Resolved,  That  while  we  mourn  the  loss  of  two  of  our  members 
by  the  recent  accident  at  Norwalk,  we  can  not  refrain  from  express- 
ing our  gratitude  that  so  many  of  our  number  were,  by  marked 
providences,  preserved  from  sudden  death,  and  are  permitted  still  to 
continue  in  their  labors. 

Dr.  Douglas  presented  the  following  resolutions,  by  instruction  of 
the  New  London  County  Medical  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  petition  the 
Legislature  in  behalf  of  the  Convention  for  an  act  to  compensate 
physicians  for  making  post  mortem  examinations  in  criminal  cases, 
when  requested  by  the  proper  authorities. 

The  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business  reported  that  the  several 
Committees  on  Materia  Medica,  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Surgery 
were  continued  to  the  present  Convention  from  the  last  Annual  Con- 
vention. Dr.  Knight  informed  the  Convention  through  a  member 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  his  appointment  until  very  recently,  too 
late  to  report  at  this  time.  He  preferred  to  select  a  more  interest- 
ing topic  than  the  general  history  of  the  improvements  in  Surgery 


for  the  last  fifty  years,  and  suggested  the  history  and  progress  of 
Surgery  for  the  last  fifty  years  in  Connecticut. 

Substitute  accepted,  and  the  Committee  continued,  and  on  motion 
of  Dr.  W.  Hooker,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

That  the  Committee  on  Surgery  of  which  Dr.  Knight  is  chairman, 
be  requested  to  report  at  the  next  Convention  on  the  Progress  and 
History  of  Surgery  for  the  last  fifty  years  in  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Resolution  unanimously  adopted. 

The  action  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society  on  the  resolu- 
tion referred  back  to  them  for  their  action,  reported  that  they  had 
expelled  the  offending  members. 

Report  accepted. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Hubbard  then  reported  the  following  resolution  contin- 
ued from  the  last  Convention. 

Resolved,  that  the  several  County  Meetings  are  hereby  instructed 
to  continue  their  investigations  in  relation  to  the  manufacture,  sale, 
recommendation  and  use  of  nostrums  or  Patent  Medicines  by  their 
members,  and  to  present  for  trial  any  member  so  offending. 

Resolved,  That  no  member  of  this  Society,  who  is  directly  or  in- 
directly interested  in  the  manufacture,  use  or  recommendation,  or  a 
sale  of  any  nostrum  or  Patent  Medicine,  shall  be  eligible  to  any 
office. 

Drs.  Hubbard,  E.  Dyer  and  Isham  appointed  Committee  on  the 
above  resolutions. 

Dr.  Douglas  then  offered  the  following  resolution. 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report  whether  it  would  seem 
proper  and  expedient  to  increase  the  number  of  Fellows,  and  reduce 
their  debenture  bill. 

Drs.  Douglas,  Daggett,  Babcoek,  Huggins,  Isham,  Hutchinson, 
and   Geo.  Dyer,  were  appointed  said  Committee. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  a  Committee 
appointed  to  audit  the  same,  consisting  of  Drs.  Seymour,  Nye,  Jud- 
son,  L.  Williams,  Thurston,  Beardsley,  Porter. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer  s  Report. — Financial  Summary. 

Cash  in  the  Treasury,        ......         $215.31$ 

Due  from  Clerks $1,134.35* 

Deduct  say  one-third  of  this  for  bad  debts, 
abatements,  commissions,       .        .     *  .        .       378.25 
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Leaves,  756.50 


Total  Cash  and  due  from  Clerks,      ....  $972.31£ 


The  Society  owes  as  above  for  Debentures  outstanding,       $369.75 


Leaves  Balance  in  favor  of  Society,      .,        .         .  $602.56^ 

Drs.  Hubbard,  G.  Dyer,  Woodbridge,  Beers,  North,  Isham,  Hutch- 
inson and  Dickinson,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  Debentures. 

The  Convention  then  on  motion,  proceeded  to  fill  vacancies  in  the 
Standing  Committees,  when  on  balloting  it  was  found  that  Ebenezer 
Linsley,  M.  D.,  and  Lewis  Williams,  M.  D.,  were  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Examination. 

L.  Thurston,  M.  D.,  and  F.  L.  Dickinson,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the 
Insane,  and  Myron  W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  decease  of  Dr.  Archibald  Welch. 

O.  K.  Isham,  M.  D,  and  W.  C.  Williams,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  Yale  College. 

Drs.  Goodsell,  E.  Dyer,  Pike,  Burr,  Camp,  Isham,  Porter  and 
Worthington  were  appointed  to  nominate  Honorary  Members,  and 
Candidates  for  the  Honorary  Degrees  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  Thurston,  and  Williams  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  National  Convention. 

Drs.  W.  Hooker,  E.  Dyer,  and  E.  B.  Nye,  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator  for  the  next  Convention. 

Adjourned  to  four  and  a  half  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Four  and  a  half  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Dr.  Seymour  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasur- 
er's Report,  reported  that  they  had  examined  said  report  and  found  it 
correct. 

The  Secretary  received  a  communication  from  P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D., 
stating  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  appearing  before  the  Con- 
vention with  his  dissertation  by  urgent  necessity,  until  he  learned 
that  the  Convention  had  probably  adjourned. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention,  reported  the  name  of  William  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  of 
Middletown,  and  he  was  accordingly  appointed. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  G.  Hubbard, 

Resolved,  That  the  Dissertation  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Samuel 
Beach  be  procured  and  published  with  the  proceedings.  Passed 
unanimously. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to 
the  National  Convention,  reported  the  following  gentlemen,  viz. 
Geo.  Sumner,  E.  H.  Bishop,  A.  Woodward,  H.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D's. 
Report  accepted,  and  they  were  appointed  said  delegates. 
Dr.  Seymour  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  report- 
ed that  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  from  the  following 
counties,  viz. 

Hartford  county,  Edward  Seymour. 

New  Haven  county,  W.  S.  Munger, 

New  London  county,  C.  E.  Dyer. 

Litchfield  county,  Henry  Pirrpont. 

Tolland  county,  E.  J.  Tuzzle. 

Middlesex  county,  C.  A.  Griswold. 

For  vacancies  in  Fairfield  and  Windham  counties,  Geo.  T.  Bar- 
rows, John  B.  Doughty  were  recommended. 

Report  accepted  and  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  Messrs.  Barrows 
and  Doughty. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Hubbard  from  the  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  resolutions  offered  by  him  in  the  morning. 

Report  accepted  and  resolutions  adopted. 

Dr.  Elijah  Dyer  from  the  committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and 
Honorary  Members,  reported  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  report  any 
candidates  for  either  Honorary  Degrees  or  Honorary  Members. 

Report  accepted  and  Committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Hubbard  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  reported  a  bill 
which  was  nad,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Moved  thai  when  this  Convention  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at 
the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  at  8  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  was  levied  on  each 
member,  payable  on  the  1st  June  next. 

Dr.  Douglas  from  the  Committee  on  alteration  of  the  number  of 
Members  and  Fellows,  made  the  following  report ; 

That  the  subject  be  referred  back  to  the  County  Societies  recom- 
mending  them  to  instruct  their  Fellows  how  to  act  in  the  matter  at 
the  Annual  Convention  ;  report  not  accepted. 


10 
Adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Thursday,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 


Committee  on  Registration  reported  that  they  had  attended  to  the 
duties  of  their  appointment — their  opinion  was  that  the  law  was  in 
some  respects  inoperative. 

Eeport  accepted,  Committee  discharged. 

The  Committee  on  the  New  London  Co.  resolutions,  reported  the 
following  resolution. 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  a  law  providing  for  a  reasonable  compensation  for  making  post 
mortem  examinations  when  employed  by  the  proper  authorities  for 
that  purpose. 

Drs.  J.  Olmstead,  Beckwith  and  Beresford  appointed  Committee 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  that  purpose. 

Dr.  L.  N.  Beardsley  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz. 

The  Connecticut  Medical  Society  see  with  regret  that  efforts  are 
making  by  certain  individuals  to  deprive  the  late  Dr.  Horace  Wells 
of  his  right  as  discoverer  of  the  principle  of  Anathesia  by  inhalation 
of  gases  or  vapors. 

It  is  therefore  resolved,  That  this  Convention  express  their  con- 
viction that  to  Dr.  Horace  "Wells,  and  him  alone,  belongs  this  honor, 
and  all  rights  which  are  justly  due,  who  has  made,  demonstrated,  and 
published  this  discovery. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Drs.  Ellsworth,  Holmes,  and  Wilson  appointed  said  Committee. 
Dr.  Beckwith  presented  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  By  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  in  Convention  as- 
sembled, that  after  a  careful  and  thorough  examination  of  the  Retreat 
for  the  Insane  in  Hartford,  we  are  convinced  that  the  cause  of  suf- 
fering humanity,  and  the  best  interests  of  society,  demand  that  the 
appropriation  for  the  insane  poor  be  increased  in  conformity  with  the 
recommendation  contained  in  the  message  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  to  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session. 

Resolution  passed  unanimously,  and  Dr.  Ellsworth,  Beckwith  and 
Deming  appointed  said  Committee. 

Dr.  Ellsworth,  from  the  Standing  Committee  of  Examination,  made 
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a  report  which  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  pro- 
ceedings.    See  Appendix  "  A." 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Ellsworth,  the  following  resolution  was 
offered  by  Dr.  Beckwith,  as  a  recognition  of  the  services  of  B.  Silli- 
man,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  to  the  cause  of  Medical  Science. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
are  due  to  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.,  for  the  faithful  and  very  sat- 
isfactory manner  with  which  he  lias  discharged  the  duties  of  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  and 
that  in  his  retirement  from  the  chair  which  he  has  filled  with  such 
eminent  ability,  he  has  our  best  wishes  that  his  future  life  may  be  as 
prosperous  and  happy,  as  it  has  been  fortunate,  for  the  advancement 
of  Chemistry  and  the  Natural  Sciences. 

Dr.  Sumner  then  moved  that  the  Secretary  furnish  Dr.  Sillinian 
with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

On  motion  then  adjourned  tint  die. 
Attest, 

JOSIAII  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 
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Blakeslee,  H.  W.  E.  Mathews.  C. 
A.  Lindsley,  Worthington  Hooker, 
Charles  Byington,  T.   P.  Beers,  Jr. 

Westville,  Samuel  Loyd. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay,  Har- 
vey B.  Way. 

Cheshre,  A.  J.  Driggs. 

Derby,  H.  A.  Carrington. 

Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 

Hamden,  Edwin  D.  Swift. 


Humphreysville,      Abiram      Stoddard, 

Sheldon  C.     Johnson,    Joshua  Ken- 
dall, Thomas  Stoddard. 
East  Haven,  Bcla  Farnham. 
Guilford,   Joel  Canfleld,  Alvan  Tal- 

oott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 
Meriden,  Gardiner  Barlow. 
West  Meriden,   B.  H.    Catlin,  Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
Middlebury. 

Milford,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,    J.     D.    Mears,    Timothy 

Langdon. 
North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 
North  Haven,  Robert  T.  StiHman. 
Southbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,    N.   C.  Baldwin. 
Wallinqford,  B.  T.  H.  Harrison,  Ne- 

hemiah  Banks. 
Waterbury,  M.    C.  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.    Piatt,    John    Deacon,    George  E. 

Perkins,     M.    H.    Perkins,     Sturges 

Bulkley. 
Woodbridge,  Isaac    Goodsell,   Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 


JOSEPH  DURFEE,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Albert  Hobron,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  C.  C.  Cone,  D.  P.  Fran- 
cis, Albert  Hobron,  Robert  A.  Man- 
waring,  Frank  D.  Brandagee. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Jr.,  Elisha 
Phinney,  John  D.  Ford,  Edwin  Bent- 
ley,  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  John  P.  Ful- 
ler, Alonzo  Fuller,  Horace  Thurs- 
ton, Henry  W.  Leach,  A.  W.  Coats. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 

Griswold. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durfee. 

Portersville,  Elias  F.  Coats. 


Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 

Lebanon,  Joseph  Comstock,  Ralph  P. 
Green. 

Ledyard. 

Gales'  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Mathewson. 

Lisbon. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noyes,  John  Noyes. 

North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 

Montville,  Ephraim  Fellowcs,  Samuel 
E.  Maynard. 

Uncasville,  Jedediah  R.  Gay,  John  C 
Bollcs. 

North  Stonington,  Thomas  P.  Wat- 
tles, Alvah  Gay. 

Preston,  Avery  Downer,  Eleazer  B. 
Downing. 

Poquctannock,  Henry  E.  Randall. 

Salem. 

Stonington,  William  Hyde,  George  E. 
Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 

Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
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FAIRFIELD    COUNTY. 


<;EOKGE  BLACKMAN,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
K.  J.    JtTDSON,  M.   D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 

Orei  nfitld',  B  iifus  Blakeman. 

Southpm  t,  Justus  Shei  wood. 

Bridgeport,  D.  H.Nash,  Frederick 
J.  Judson,  L.  VV.  Bucritt,  William 
II.  Nasi,,  Robert  Hubbard,  H.  N. 
Bennett. 

BrookfiELD,  Nnak  A.  Laity,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Ipanhiiuy,  R.  B.  Botiford.  K.  P.  Ben- 
nett. 

Ililllrl 

Darien. 

Easton,  James  Baldwin,  Abram  P. 
Ticknor. 


Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Mohrox,  Salmon  H.  Hall, 

Nbw  Canaan,  Samuel  8:  Noyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 

Norwai.k,  Join  4.  3/' Lean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Sherman,  Daniel  W.  Northrop. 

Stamford,  N.  D.  Haight. 

Stratford,  H'illiam  T.  Shelton. 

av\.s..I:I.1JA  II   MIDDLE- 
B  It  0  <>  A',  i  reoTge  Dyer. 

Westport,  George   Blackman,  David 
S.  Burr. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 


VVM.  II.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman 
James  l>.  Wbitcomb,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Brooki.vn,  James  B.  Whitoomb, Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  \V Ibrid   i 

Ashford,  John  11.  Simmons. 

i  .  i  i;k m ■  it  v,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

i  Ihaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes,  Win.  Souls. 

Kii.i.inoi.v,  Dayruille,  Justin  Ham- 
mond. 

South  KiUingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey 

Eaii  tZillingly,  E.  E.  Hill. 

Wut  Killingly,  David  E.  Hall,  Sai I 

l  [utohius,  Stephen  C.  i  Iriggs. 

WiUeimonvUli,  Henry  W.  Hough, 
Thomas  W.  Perry. 

I'i.mni  1 1 : i . i > ,   William  11.  Cogswell. 


PlainfiiU,  Central  P.  O.,  Morey  Bur- 
\  r   8.  PUci,   Elijah  Bald- 

win, Jr.,  Horace  Bui  - 

Pomfrst,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Wil- 
liam i. 

Sterling,  William  A.  Lewis. 

Thompson,  Samuel  Bowi  a. 

Voi.r  n  rmvN,  Hatfti/    CampblU. 

Windham,  Chester  Bunt,  De  Win  C. 
Lathrop. 

Willimantii ,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 

Woodstock,  North.  Asa  Witter. 

Suntli  Wooditoek,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

Weil  Wooditoek,  Milton  Bradford, 
Charles  II.  Hog 

EaSTFORD,   Henry    I 


I.ITCHFIF.LD    COUNTY. 


SAMUEL  T.  SALISBURY,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Geobchs  Seymour,  M.  D„  Clerk. 


I.i  n  hfiei.d,  Samuel  Buel,  J.  G.  Beck- 
wiih,  George  Seymour,  D.  E.  Bost- 
wiok,  Charles   Vail,  b".  Osborn. 

South  Farmi,  Garry  H.  Miner. 

Baekhamsted,  1".  B.  Graham, 

Bkthle.m,  G.  G.  BisseJl. 


Bridqewater,  Horace  Judson. 
Canaan,  A.  A.  Wright,  George  Adam, 

Ithamar  H.  Smith. 
S  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 

Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 
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West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold,  D.  C. 

Spencer. 
North  Cornwall. 
Colebbook,  Seth  Pease. 
Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St. John, 
Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
Harwinton. 
Kent,     Wells    Beardsley,    Johnson    C. 

Hatch,  I.  E.  Smith. 
New  Hartford,  Center. 
New  Milford,  Jehiel   Williams,  Win. 

B.  Lacy. 
Norfolk,  William   W.   Welch,  E.  D. 

Huggins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 
Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 


Salisbury,  O.  Plumb,  Wm.  Werden. 

Lakesville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  John 
H.  Welch. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Wolcottvillc,  Erastus  Bancroft,  W.  K. 
Whiting,  J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brown. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Watertown,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr. 

West  Winsted,  James  Welch,  H.  G. 
Westlake. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 

Terryville. 


MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

IRA  HUTCHINSON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
vid Harrison,  Franklin  Woodruff, 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke. 

Chatham,  Francis  G.  Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Richard  Warner. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 

East  Haddam,  Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 
Williams. 


Haddam,  Ira  Hutchinson. 
Higganum,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Killingworth,  Richard  M.  Buel. 
Portland,  George   O.    Jarvis,  Stephen 

Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Old  Saybrook,  Alexander    H.   Hough, 

Frederick  W.  Shepard. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


ORSON  WOOD,  M.   D..  Chairman. 


Gilbert  H.   Preston,  M.   D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,     Ahijah     Ladd,     Oliver    K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Andover,  Adonijah  White. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.   PETERS,  Orrin 

C.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 


Mansfield,  North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 
South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 
Somers,     Orson    Wood,   Erasmus   E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,    East,    William    N.    Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Linsley. 
Vernon,  Alden  Skinner. 
Rockville,  M.  M.  Frizzle. 
Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY  OF  ORDINARY  MEMBERS  FOR  1S52,  WITH  THE  DEATHS 
IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING,  APRIL  1,  1S53. 


1 

'axable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Deaths 

Hartford  County, 

65 

9 

74 

0 

New  Haven  County, 

oO 

10 

70 

1 

New  London  County, 

36 

1.1 

49 

1 

Fairfield  County, 

19 

7 

36 

0 

Windham  County, 

32 

s 

37 

0 

Litchfield  County, 

42 

1 

46 

0 

Middlesex  County, 

23 

2 

25 

0 

Tolland  County, 

21 

5 

26 

0 

Total, 


296 


55 


353 


DEATHS  OF  MEMHERS  DURING  THE   YEAR  ENDING,  APRIL   1, 
1858,  80   PAB    AS  REPORTED 

New  Haven  County,  S.  W.  Clink,  .'I   Wallingford,  Phthisia,  age. I  10, 
New  l.um Ion  County,  Vine  Smith,  Lisbon  Chronic  Hepatitis,  aged  89 


DUTIES  OF  CLERK 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  tin-  proceedings  of  tin-  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  li-t  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as.  a  candidate  for  .»  gratuitous  coarse  of  lectures,  immediately 
,,ii,  i  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  Certificates  of  fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
livo  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  .State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
-.  "i.,ii,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  ot'  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who 
may  have  died  dining  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their 

several  County  Sooietiea 
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RULES  OF  ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  officers  for  ensuing  year. 

G.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves 
&c,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committees  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 
10.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c. 
IS.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  for- 

ward in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 
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DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

17'J.j.  Dr.  P.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

L795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  different  species  of  Colic. 

L796.  Dr.   F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 

1790.  Dr.  S.  II.  1'.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

179G.  Dr.   Lewis  Collins,  on    the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 

179li.  Dr.   Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 

1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 
179s.  Dr.  dared  Potter,  "  An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 
1.S00.  Dr.   Nathaniel  Dwiglit,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

•1817.  Dr.  W.  U.  Fowler,  on  the  deleterious  effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Bud,  on  Ergot 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  I'terine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1828.  Dr.    Dyer  T.  Braincrd. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the   Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  Stale. 

L829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1880.  Dr.  Charles  Honker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

is;;;,.  i>r.   Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1886.  Dr.  E.  II.  Bishop."  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease." 

is.i7.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1888.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the   Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1889.  Dr.    Henry  Bronson,  on   the  Mental   Qualifications  neoessarj 

to  a  Physician. 

1840.  \^y-  Richard  Warner the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  \)y-  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 
1  v  1 1> .   Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843,    Dr.    Pickney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 
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1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by 
the  community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 
184G.  Dr.  Theodore.  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the 'advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.   George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.   Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  Co. 
1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 


APPENDIX  A. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  EXAMINATION. 

The  Examining  Committee  convened  on  Wednesday,  January  26th,  and 
continued  in  session  two  days. — Present  on  the  pan  of  the  Connecticut  Medi- 
cal Society  :  — 

Rufus  Blakemaa,  M.  1).,  of  Fairfield,  Prtiidmt, 

Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D.,  or  Salisbury, 

Ashliil  Woodward,  M.  D.,  of  Franklin. 

Plnokney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  I).,  of  Hartford. 

rlanford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  of  Bethel. 

rosiah  G.  Beokwith,  M.  D.,of  Litchfield, 

On  the  pait  of  Jfale  College— Frofl  B.  Sillunan,  J.  Knight,  T.  P.  Beers,  C. 
Hooker,  and  W.  Hooker. 

Fifteen  candidates  were  examined  and  recommended  Ibi  the  Degree  of  Doc- 
tor in  Medicine,  viz. 

1 .  Elias  Campbell  Baker,  Princeton,  N,  J.,  on"  Adulterations ol  Medicine." 

2.  William   Tomlinson   Booth,  B.  A.,  Williams  College,  New    fork,  on 
"  Soarlel  Fever." 

3.  Joseph  Bailey  Elliott,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  on  "  Epilepsy." 

•I.  Reuben  Warnei  Judson,  Bridgewater, Cathartics." 

5.  Win.  Huntington  Leonard,  Chaplin,  on  "  Phthisis." 

6.  Ransom  Perry  Lyon,  Eaaton,  on  "  Cold." 

7.  Charles  Augustus  Neal,  Lodi,  N    Y.,  on  "  Inflammation." 

8.  Charles  Edward  Sanford,  Plainville,  on  "Dysentery." 

9.  Harmon  William  Shove,  Woodbury, on  "Gonorrhoea." 

li).  Paul  Chesbro  Skiff,  Kent,  on  "  Mental  [nfiuenoea  on  Diseases." 
II.  Lucius  Anthony  Smith,  New  Haven,  on  "General  Paralysis  of  the  In- 
sane." 

13,  Melanothon  Storrs,  B.  A.,  Ashford,  on  "  The  Language  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb." 

13,  Almon  Pease  Ticknor,  Tanll'ville,  on  ■*  Dysentery ,"  with  the  Valedicto- 
ry Address. 

M     Martin  Ebcnezer  Winehell,  iMuliani,  on  "  Etiology." 
IS,    William  Walton  Woolscy,  New  Haven,  on  "  Scarlet  Fever." 
Benjamin  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Salisbury,  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  gave  the 
Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates. 
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The  Degrees  were  conferred,  on  Thursday  evening,  by  President  Woolsey. 

Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  D.,  of  Hartford,  and  Hanford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D., 
of  Bethel,  were  appointed  to  give  the  annual  addresses,  in  1*54  and  1S55. 

Dr.  Ellsworth  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  to  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Prof.  Silliman  gave  notice  that  he  had  resigned  his  Professorship,  and  that 
with  this  examination  terminated  his  official  connection  with  the  Committee; 
and  he  accordingly  now  took  leave  of  the  Board :  whereupon  the  following 
resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  Beckwith,  and  unanimously  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  of  Examination  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College  are  due  to  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D.,  for  the 
faithful  and  very  satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  has  for  forty  years  discharg- 
ed the  duties  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  this  Institution  ;  and  we  learn  with 
unfeigned  regret,  that  he  has  retired  from  the  chair,  which  he  has  so  long  filled 
with  such  distinguished  ability. 

Adjourned,  sine  die. 

The  Committee  would  state,  that  the  candidates  with  a  single  exception  were 
well  prepared,  passed  with  this  exception  unanimously,  the  addresses  were 
very  appropriate,  and  the  Commencement  exercises  were  well  received  by  a 
large  and  highly  respectable  assemblage  of  Physicians  and  other  citizens. 

For  the  Committee, 

P.  W.  ELLSWORTH. 


New  Haven,  June  2nd,  1853. 

The  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College,  met  this  evening  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Dr.  Day. 

Present  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College,  President  Theodore 
D.  Woolsey,  Rev.  J.  Day,  D.  D.,  Prof.  B.  Silliman,  LL.  D.,  and  on  the  part 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  Justin  Hammond,  M.  D.,  Robert  Hubbard, 
M.  D.,  William  C.  Williams,  M.  D. 

Rev.  Dr.  Day  was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

The  resignations  of  Professors  B.  Silliman  and  Eli  Ives  were  communicated. 
Whereupon  Henry  Bronson,  M.  D.  and  Prof.  Benj.  Silliman,  Jr.,  M.  D. ,  were 
unanimously  nominated  as  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  recommend  that  Professors  B.  Silliman  and 
Eli  Ives,  be  continued  as  Emeritus  Professors  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College.  Attest, 

ROBERT  HUBBARD,  Clerk, 


ADDRESS 

OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  RUFUS  BLAKEMAN,  M.  D. 


Gentlemen: 

It  is  known  to  you  that  my  predecessor,  Doct.  Sumner,  in  his 
interesting  address  to  this  Convention,  furnished  many  interesting 
details  relative  to  the  early  history  of  medicine  in  Connecticut,  to- 
gether with  biographical  sketches  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  phy- 
sicians who  flourished  in  the  early  periods  of  its  history.  The  ad- 
dress alluded  to  possesses  great  value,  not  only  as  affording  data  for 
noting  the  progress  which  our  profession  has  made  in  the  successive 
eras  of  its  history,  hut  likewise  as  a  record  for  rescuing  from  pro- 
gressing oblivion  the  names  of  individuals  of  worth  and  eminence, 
to  whose  labors  we  are,  in  no  small  degree,  indebted  for  the  present 
advanced  respectability  which  the  medical  profession  in  Connecticut 
sustains. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  early  history  of  Connecticut, 
and  probably  that  of  our  country  generally,  a  large  portion  of  medi- 
cal practice  was  in  its  character  empirical.  For  a  considerable  pe- 
riod subsequent  to  the  first  settlement  of  the  several  towns,  far  the 
largest  part  of  medical  prescription  was  dispensed  by  root  and  In- 
dian doctors.  Although  the  more  considerable  villages  early  possessed 
their  so-called  regular  physicians,  yet  many  of  these  did  not  blush 
bnastingly  to  announce  their  paternity  to  nostrums  and  pretended 
specifics  for  particular,  or  for  all  diseases,  as  interest  might  dictate ; 
and  this  solely  with  the  view  of  inciting  public  attention  toward 
themselves,  and  seducing  patients  from  their  professional  neighbors. 

In  such  a  condition  of  professional  morals,  it  is  little  surprising 
that  a  state  of  hostility  and  antagonistic  feeling,  should,  generally, 
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have  existed,  such  as  is  well  known  to  have  characterized  the  med- 
ical society  of  former  times.  In  the  several  counties  of  the  state* 
however,  exceptions  were  occasionally  found,  of  physicians  of  a 
more  honorable  and  elevated  character,  who  not  only  labored  to  re- 
form the  moral  habits  of  the  profession,  but  also  to  advance  its  sci- 
entific respectability  and  usefulness. 

Although  a  retrospect  into  our  early  medical  history  will  present 
physicians  of  this  description  but  as 

Kari  nantes  in  gurgite  vasto, 

of  popular  empiricism  then  prevailing,  yet  fortunately  such  have 
existed,  and  many  of  these  primary  luminaries  have  been  sufficient- 
ly fortunate  to  receive  a  notice  from  my  predecessor  in  the  address 
alluded  to.  Many  others  have  flourished  in  the  several  countiesi 
perhaps  equal  in  professional  talent  and  worth,  though  less  known  to 
general  fame,  whose  names,  by  the  demands  of  equal  justice,  ought  to 
be  rescued  and  registered  with  their  co-laborers  in  support  of  legiti- 
mate medical  science  during  the  dark  period  of  its  history  in  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies.  In  rendering  such  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memories 
of  our  professional  progenitors,  we  who  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
pioneer  labors  and  difficulties,  are  not  only  discharging  a  debt  of 
gratitude  which  is  their  due,  but  we  are  also  furnishing  for  our  suc- 
cessors data  by  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  trace  past  medical 
progress,  and  not  improbably  may  incite  them  to  the  performance  of 
a  like  homage  to  the  memory  of  the  professional  benefactors  of  the 
present  period.  There  is  no  doubt,  as  stated,  that  all  the  counties 
have  furnished  many  physicians  of  the  character  alluded  to.  But 
as  the  limits  of  an  address  due  from  me  would  be  inadequate  for 
their  general  notice,  even  were  the  materials  readily  accessible,  I 
design  only  to  select — as  subjects  those  who  passed  their  professional 
lives  in  Fairfield  County,  leaving  those  of  other  sections  for  individ- 
uals possessing  a  similar  interest  for  the  memories  of  their  deceased 
brethren,  who  from  vicinity  of  location  enjoy  better  facilities  for  ob- 
taining their  biographical  histories. 

Few  are  the  recorded  data  for  biography  which  ordinarily  survive 
the  life  of  the  practitioner  of  medicine  in  country  districts.  The 
uniform  and  familiar  character  of  his  vocation  affords  but  scanty 
material  for  the  adornment  of  general  history.  Being  more  familiar 
with  prescription  than  the  pen,  or  the  more  brilliant  exploits  of  war 
or  legislation,  his  fame  is  lamentably  prone  to  expire  with  the  mem- 
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ories  and  lives  of  those  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his  profes- 
sional labors. 

Individual  exceptions,  however,  are  not  wanting  of  members  of 
our  profession  who  have  left  recorded  testimonials  of  their  character 
and  fame.  The  fortuitous  circumstances  which  often  enstamp  indi- 
vidual reputation  on  the  page  of  history  have  been  the  possession  of 
some  physicians.  The  indulgence  of  political  ambition,  a  devoted 
professional  philanthropy,  as  well  as  the  endowment  of  transcendent 
intellect,  are  no  less  likely  historically  to  note  the  physician,  than 
his  coecpials  in  general  society.  Most  of  those  in  Connecticut  who 
have  attained  such  fortune,  have  been  presented  to  your  notice  by 
my  predecessor.  Accessible  records  have  supplied  him  with  facts, 
by  which  to  delineate  the  character  of  his  subjects  in  a  manner  far 
more  interesting  and  satisfactory  than  can  be  expected  for  those  de- 
rived from  further  gleanings  in  the  past  professional  fndd. 

It  is  my  design  in  the  portion  of  these  papers  devoted  to  biograph 
ieal  notice  to  select  those  who,  if  less  distinguished  by  genera]  fame, 
were  perhaps  of  equal   usefulness  in  the  dispensation  of  the  simple 
duties  of  the  medical  profession. 

Of  the  early  physicians  of  Fairfield  County,  I  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  but  scanty  information.  More,  doubtless,  might  have  been 
derived  from  the  early  records  concerning  individuals,  were  the  mod- 
ern titular  appendage  added  to  their  names  as  a  guide  to  the  investiga- 
tion. This  omission,  so  general,  is  probably  to  be  explained  from 
the  fact,  that  its  degradation  by  its  indiscriminate  application  to  all  the 
pretenders  of  the  period,  caused  the  name  "Ohirvngeon"  tu  be  consid- 
ered an  appellative  more  worthy  the  ambition  of  educated  physicians. 

As  stated,  I  have  been  able  to  derive  but  little  either  from  record 
or  tradition,  of  the  early  physicians  of  Fairfield  County.  It  is  prob- 
able that  few  of  note  who  made  the  practice  of  medicine  an  exclu- 
sive vocation,  left  the  larger  central  towns  to  locate  in  the  inconsid- 
erable villages  of  a  border  county.  As  in  the  state  generally,  many 
or  most  of  the  early  clergy  of  the  county  united  medical  prescription 
with  their  clerical  duties,  and  it  is  probable  that  most  of  the  more 
regular  prescription  was  in  their  hands.  Of  professional  prescribers 
of  the  period  may  be  enumerated  the  successive  grades  of  root  and 
Indian  doctors;  those,  who,  originating  in  these,  rose  through  rational 
observation,  and  the  aid  of  attention  to  existing  medical  literature, 
to  the  station  of  respectable  practitioners;  and  those  who  by  previous 
qualification  entered  the  profession  with  more  or  less  knowledge  of 
the  medical  science  of  the  period. 
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The  earliest  physician  of  the  latter  description  in  the  county,  of 
whom  I  have  obtained  a  knowledge,  was  Peter  Bulkley,  son  of  Rev. 
Peter  Bulkley,  of  Concord,  and  brother  of  Rev.,  afterward  Doct. 
Gershom  Bulkley,  of  Wethersfield.  He  resided  and  practiced  in  the 
town  of  Fairfield,  but  of  his  character  as  a  physician  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain  no  particular  information.  I  infer  from  the  probate  of  his 
will,  contained  on  the  probate  records,  dated  March  25th,  1G91,  that 
he  died  in  that  year.  His  age  at  the  time  of  making  his  will,  da- 
ted as  above,  he  declares  to  be  forty-nine  years.  After  special  de- 
vise of  his  principal  estate,  which  appears  to  have  been  small,  he 
adds,  "  all  the  other  estate  I  leave  it  wholly  to  my  executor,  whether 
physic  or  other  household  stuff,  he  knowing  all  ye  concerns  about  it." 
His  "medicines,  simples  and  in  composition,"  are  inventoried  at  £25. 
He  constitutes  his  "  dearly  beloved  brother,  Gershom  Bulkley,"  his 
executor,  but  he  declined  the  trust. 

Isaac  Hall  was  also  a  physician  of  Fairfield,  who  died  in  1714, 
but  regarding  his  reputation  nothing  special  is  to  be  obtained.  In 
his  nuncupative  will  on  the  probate  record,  he  is  styled  Doct.  Isaac 
Hall,  but  his  inventory  exhibits  but  a  meager  amount  of  his  profes- 
sional remains,  unless  "  Culpepper's  Last  Legacy,"  included  in  the  list 
of  his  scanty  miscellaneous  library,  may  have  been  a  repository  of 
astrological  mysteries,  and  therefore  afford  evidence  that  he  was 
skilled  in  the  science  promulgated  by  the  celebrated  author  of  that 
name.  Sylvester  Judd,  Esq.,  of  Northampton,  who  is  most  conver-> 
sant  with  the  early  records  of  Fairfield  county,  states  regardi  ng  him 
"  he  was  a  physician  and  especially  a  chirurgeon.  He  was  employed, 
by  the  government  in  some  warlike  expedition,  and  my  impression 
is,  that  he  was  somewhat  distinguished." 

James  Laborie,  according  to  such  information  as  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  was  a  French  physician,  a  Huguenot,  who  emigrated  to 
this  country  about  the  commencement  of  the  last  century.  I  am  in- 
debted to  Rev.  N.  E.  Cornwall's  historical  discourse  on  Trinity 
church,  Fairfield,  for  the  following.  "  Doctor  James  Laborie,  a 
French  physician  of  eminence,  who  left  his  native  country  toward 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  had  been  ordained  by  Mr. 
Kinglet  antistes  of  the  Canton  of  Zurich  in  Switzerland,  taught  and  held 
service  according  to  the  usage  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  his  own 
house  in  Fairfield."  In  a  letter  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the 
above  named  church,  the  doctor  informs  that  he  "  came  to  this  coun- 
try as  a  teacher  under  the  patronage  of  the  Bishop  of  London,  and 
being  disturbed  by  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  came  to  the 
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colony  and  county  of  Fairfield,  and  began  by  an  introductory  dis- 
course to  act  as  a  missionary  to  the  English  and  native  inhabitants, 
but  was  interrupted  immediately  by  one  of  the  magistrates."  This 
announcement  of  his  efforts  in  Connecticut  was  probably  made  at 
Stratford,  where  he  seems  to  have  resided  from  1703  to  1717,  but  it 
appears  from  the  records  of  Fairfield  that  he  resided  there  as  early 
as  1718.  In  forming  an  estimate  of  the  doctor's  character  as  a  re- 
ligious teacher,  as  shown  above,  in  connection  with  the  somewhat  lu- 
dicrous notice  which  he  has  received  as  a  physician,  in  the  address 
of  my  predecessor,  concerning  his  legal  controversy  with  Mr.  Lyron, 
of  Milf'ord,  on  the  subject  of  his  medical  charges,  a  degree  of  em- 
barrassment may  possibly  be  encountered.  For  its  removal  how- 
ever, and  in  his  justification  in  the  latter  capacity,  it  may  perhaps  be 
expedient  to  interpose  the  presumption  that  he  had  in  a  degree  been 
indoctrinated  in  the  Jesuitical  principles  recognized  by  the  truly 
Catholic  of  his  native  France.  Tenets  thus  imbibed  may  perhaps 
have  prompted  the  doctor  in  his  evangel  i/iti'_'  z< al,  to  devote  his 
medical  prerogative,  so  signally  exercised  upon  Lyron's  purse,  as  a 
subordinate  for  the  promotion  of  the  object  of  his  Protestant  mis- 
sion among  the  heathen  in  the  country  of  his  adoption. 

His  medical  diploma,  dated  London,  1697,  written  in  Latin,  de- 
scribing him  as  the  son  of  a  celebrated  physician  of  France,  was 
recorded  by  the  clerk  of  Fairfield  county  court  in  1703.  By  his 
will  on  the  Fairfield  probate  records  of  the  date  1731,  lie  de\i>cs  In 
his  son  James, '•  all  my  instruments  of  ekirwrgirie  and  my  French 
writings."  His  death,  according  to  the  court  proceedings,  occurred 
about  that  period. 

Francis  Forguc  was  also  a  French  physician,  who  it  is  understood 
came  to  America  as  surgeon  of  the  French  forces  engaged  in  the 
defense  of  Canada  against  the  English,  during  the  war  which  result- 
ed in  its  conquest  by  the  latter.  The  period  at  which  he  left  the 
army,  or  the  circumstances  which  led  to  such  decision,  are  at  present 
unknown.  Instead,  however,  of  returning  to  his  native  country,  he 
located  in  Fairfield  between  the  years  1755  and  1760,  where  he 
practiced  as  a  physician  of  considerable  distinction  until  his  death. 
Tradition  uniformly  assigns  to  Doct.  Forgue  the  character  of  a  well 
educated  physician,  possessing  superior  talents ;  of  gentlemanly  de- 
portment, and  in  his  social  qualities  affable  and  interesting.  A 
friend  who  is  remotely  connected  with  the  descendants  of  the  doctor, 
writes  me  that  it  is  his  ••  impression  that  he  was  a  skillful  surgeon, 
and  that  he  was  employed  in  Washington's  army  as  such.     That  he 
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was  polite,  rather  vague  in  his  religious  sentiments,  perfectly  honest 
and  liberal,  despising  any  kind  of  fraud  or  equivocation,  and  careless 
of  his  pecuniary  concerns  so  long  as  he  and  his  wife  had  enough." 
Numerous  anecdotes  current  concerning  him  confirm  the  above  char- 
acter. The  following  would  appear  to  exhibit  his  religious  senti- 
ments as  coinciding  with  those  of  the  French  school  of  theologians. 
Being  in  company  where  an  animated  discussion  arose  regarding  the 
merits  and  final  prospects  of  the  several  religious  sects,  an  appeal 
was  at  length  made  to  the  doctor  (who  had  taken  no  part  in  the  dis- 
pute,) for  his  opinion  on  the  controverted  subject,  who  jocosely  re- 
sponded ;  "  By  and  by  Monsieur  A.  [one  of  the  disputants]  die ;  he 
appear  before  the  Judge,  who  say,  Monsieur  A.,  of  what  sect  are  you  ? 
Monsieur  A.  say,  I  be  Presbyterian.  Say  the  Judge,  Monsieur  A. 
you  take  that  apartment.  By  and  by  Monsieur  B.  [another  of  the 
party]  die,  and  go  to  the  tribunal.  Say  the  Judge,  Monsieur  B.,  of 
what  sect  be  you  ?  Monsieur  B.  say  I  be  Episcopalian.  Well !  say  the 
Judge,  Mons.  B.  you  take  that  apartment."  Thus  disposing  of  the 
Methodist,  Baptist,  Sec,  the  doctor  adds :  By  and  by  Doctor  Forgue 
he  die,  and  make  his  appearance.  Says  the  Judge,  Hah  !  doctor,  you 
come,  eh !  of  what  sect  are  you  ?  I  say,  Oh  !  I  be  just  nothing  at  all ! 
Ah  !  very  well,  say  the  Judge,  you  go  where  you  please,  doctor." 

Another  anecdote  well  illustrates  the  doctor's  frank  and  non-equivo- 
cating qualities.  He  with  one  Job  Slocum  and  others,  being  ar- 
raigned before  a  magistrate  for  card-playing,  for  which  he  was  pas- 
sionately fond  ;  and  being  asked  their  plea,  his  companions,  as  by  legal 
parlance  bound,  plead  not  guilty !  "  Bah !"  says  the  more  honest 
Frenchman,  "you  lie  Job!  you  be  guilt !  I  be  guilt !  we  all  be  guilt ! 
you  know  you  guilt !  What  the  fine  Monsieur  Justice  ?"  On  learning 
the  amount,  the  doctor  promptly  proffered  the  magistrate  double  the 
sum,  good-humoredly  remarking,  "Me  play  out  the  balance  next  time 
Monsieur  Justice ;  leaving  the  remaining  perplexed  offenders  of  the 
law  to  heal  its  breach,  by  reluctantly  following  the  suit  so  frankly 
proffered  by  their  more  honest  Gallic^artwer.  "  Doctor  Forgue' s  men," 
is  an  appellation,  at  the  present  time,  often  applied  to  persons  of  free 
religious  faith. 

It  is  said  that  he  never  acquired  the  fluent  use  of  the  English 
language ;  but  ever  kept  his  accounts  and  memorandums  in  his  na- 
tive dialect.  His  tombstone  in  Fairfield  cemetery  contains  only  the 
simple  memorial  of  his  name,  and  time  of  his  decease,  with  the  fur- 
ther inscription  that  "he  was  a  respectable  physician  and  useful 
citizen."     He  died  in  1783,  aged  fifty -four  years. 
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It  appears  from  Doct.  Sumner's  address,  that  John  Copp,  styled 
schoolmaster,  obtained  the  recommendation  of  the  selectmen  of  Nor- 
walk, and  applied  for  a  license  to  practice  medicine  in  1705.  Rev. 
Doctor  Hall,  who  is  familiar  with  the  anient  records  of  that  town, 
informs  me,  "  that  John  Copp  was  a  schoolmaster,  surveyor,  deacon 
and  town-clerk,  which  last  office  he  held  from  1708  to  1740."  Doc- 
tor Hall  adds,  "  whether  he  practiced  medicine,  I  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining."     He  died  May  16th,  1754,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 

Doct. Thomas,  practiced  medicine  in  Newtown,  and  died 

probably,  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a 
self-educated  physician,  and  possessed  of  considerable  ability.  His 
widow  married,  I  am  told,  Nehemiah  Strong,  formerly  mathematical 
professor  in  Yale  College. 

Doct.  Uriah  Rogers,  according  to  information  I  have  obtained, 
was  born  at  Braintrce,  Mass.,  in  1710,  and  was  a  near  descendant  of 
Nathaniel  Rogers,  also  a  physician,  who  emigrated  to  this  country, 
from  Apington,  England,  in  1036,  and  succeeded  President  Oaks  in 
the  presidency  of  Harvard  College  in  1G83.  Doct.  Rogers  studied 
with  Doct.  Jonathan  Bull  of  Hartford,  and  was  licensed  by  the 
General  Court  in  1733.  He  soon  after  located  in  Norwalk,  where  he 
pursued  the  practice  of  medicine  until  his  death.  He  was  hospital 
surgeon  in  the  British  army,  in  the  Frencli  war,  so  called,  in  1758. 
At  the  burning  of  Norwalk  in  1779  by  the  British,  a  period  subse- 
quent to  his  death,  his  late  mansion  was  destroyed  with  it-;  effects, 
including  his  books  and  papers.  The  only  articles  preserved  wire 
his  silver-headed  cane,  a  present  from  Gov.  Fitch,  and  his  family 
coat  of  arms,  which  is  said  to  be  that  of  the  descendants  of  Juhn 
Rogers  the  martyr. 

Doct.  Rogers  is  represented  as  being  a  distinguished  physician, 
of  strong  and  vigorous  mind,  and  enjoying  an  extensive  practice. 
He  is  also  represented  as  being  eminent  for  his  piety,  of  a  dignified 
deportment,  and  much  respected  in  the  community  where  he  resided. 
He  died  in  1773,  aged  sixty-three  years.  He  left  six  sons,  three  of 
whom,  Uriah,  Hezekiah  and  David,  were  physicians.  Uriah  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Norwalk,  but  died 
early  in  life,  in  1770,  aged  thirty-eight  years. 

Doct.  David  Rogers  studied  medicine  with  his  father,  obtained 
a  license  to  practice  medicine  in  New  York,  and  located  at  Green- 
field Hill,  Fairfield,  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  age  incapaci- 
tated him  for  the  active  duties  of  his  profession.  He  died  at  Norwich 
in  1829,  aged  eighty-eight  years.     He  held  a  respectable  rank  in  his 
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profession,  is  said  to  have  been  gentlemanly  and  dignified  in  his  man- 
ner, and  was  active  and  efficient  in  the  organization  of  the  county 
society.  He  held  a  commission  of  surgeon  in  the  army  of  the  Revo- 
lution ;  and  I  am  informed  was  by  the  side  of  Gen.  Wooster,  when 
he  fell  at  the  battle  of  Ridgefield.  This  family  stock  appears  to  have 
been  prolific  in  supplying  branches  of  the  medical  profession ;  a3  of 
Doct.  Rogers'  five  sons,  three,  viz.,  David,  Charles  and  Morris,  studied 
and  practiced  medicine,  and  his  only  daughter  married  the  late  Pro- 
fessor Dewees  of  Philadelphia.  The  son  Doct.  David  Rogers,  late 
of  New  York,  was  the  father  of  Doct.  David  L.  Rogers  of  that  city, 
and  also  of  Doct.  James  Rogers.  "Whether  acquisitions  to  the  pro- 
fession, from  the  other  branches  have  been  as  numerous,  I  am  not 
informed. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  Wm.  H.  Holly,  Esq.,  of  Stam- 
ford, for  the  following  notice  of  the  elder  physicians  of  that  town,  as 
well  as  of  several  of  a  more  recent  period,  of  whom  my  original 
design  precludes  a  mention  in  these  papers. 

■'Doct.  Nathaniel  Hubbard,  died  in  Stamford  in  the  year  1772,  at 
an  advanced  age.  For  forty  or  fifty  years  he  was  the  principal  phy- 
sician in  the  place,  and  particularly  eminent  in  his  profession." 

"  Doct.  John  Wilson  commenced  practice  about  the  year  1760, 
and  continued  here  until  1796,  when  he  removed  to  the  city  of  New 
York.  He  was  a  native  of  Stamford.  He  died  about  the  year  1802, 
leaving  four  sons,  all  physicians,  viz.  John,  (the  father  of  Hon.  John 
Q.  Wilson  now  of  Albany,  but  for  many  years  a  resident  of  West- 
port,  and  judge  of  the  county  court  of  Fairfield  county,)  Stephen 
James  and  Henry.  John  and  Stephen  settled  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  James  and  Henry  in  the  county  of  Westchester." 

Doct.  Samuel  Webb,  born  in  Stamford,  March  7th,  1760,  son  of 
Col.  Charles  Webb,  a  distinguished  officer  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
was  son-in-law  of  the  above  Dr.  John  Wilson.  He  graduated  at 
Yale  College,  about  the  year  1779,  and  immediately  commenced  the 
study  and  practice  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Wilson,  and  continued  in  a 
successful  practice  up  to  the  day  of  his  death,  Dec.  29th,  1826. 
Doct.  Webb  ever  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity to  a  remarkable  degree,  not  only  in  his  profession,  but  in  his 
civil  relations.  On  several  occasions  he  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  and  for  many  years  filled  the  office  of  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  died  very  suddenly  of  enlargement  of  the 
heart,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year;  having  previously  enjoyed,  during 
life,  uninterrupted  good  health.     It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  shown  from 
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entries  upon  his  day-book,  that  for  fourteen  years  previous  to  his 
death,  not  a  day  passed,  but  he  made  professional  visits.'' 

There  were  several  physicians  of  the  name  of  Tomlinson  who 
formerly  resided  and  practiced  medicine  in  Stratford.  Their  respect- 
ive names,  as  I  learn,  were  Agur  Tomlinson,  Wm.  Agur  Tomlinson, 
son  of  the  above,  Charles  Tomlinson,  nephew  of  Agur,  and  Hezekiah 
Tomlinson. 

I  have  been  able  to  obtain  but  little  of  their  biographies,  other 
than  that  they  were  highly  respectable  as  citizens,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  number  were  of  considerable  eminence  as  physicians.  The 
first  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1744,  and  died  in  1776,  aged  fifty- 
three  years.  Hezekiah  also  graduated  at  the  same  institution  in 
170"),  and  died  in  1781,  aged  thirty-four  years. 

Doet.  Win.  Agur  Tomlinson  is  said  to  have  been  somewhat  emi- 
nent in  his  profession.  He,  I  am  informed,  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  king  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  retired  with  must  of  the 
Americo-English  patriots  to  Nova  Scotia,  at  ha  close,  where  he  re- 
sided for  a  period.  He  subsequently  returned  to  Stratford  and  re- 
sumed professional  duties.  He  is  stated  to  have  applied  to  the  State 
Legislature  for,  and  obtained  a  Bpecial  act  granting  a  restoration  of 
his  sequestered  estate,  and  also  the  privilege  of  collecting  his  medi- 
cal bills,  contracted  previous  to  his  expatriation.  lie  is  reported  to 
have  exercised  this  indulgence  oppressively  on  many  of  his  debtors. 
He  died  in  1789. 

Two  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Clark,  who  were  brothers,  viz., 
Josepb   and   James,  and  also   a   physician  by  the   name  of  Russcl, 

practi 1  medicine  at  an  early  period,  in  Stratford.     The  Clarks 

are  reported  as  physicians  of  eminence  for  the  period  ;  but  I  am  un- 
able to  state  anything  regarding  Doct.  Russcl.  Joseph  Clark  is  re- 
ported as  a  physician  of  eminence,  and  much  esteemed  in  his  pro- 
fession,  a  citizen  of  good  principles,  and  a  kind,  affable  and  gentle- 
manly man.  He  espoused  the  cause  of  the  king  during  the 
Revolution,  in  consequence  of  which  his  family  suffered  much  indig- 
nity from  the  zealous  populace.  He  fled  with  his  family  to  the 
British  provinces,  where  he  probably  died. 

liet'ore  proceeding  to  a  notice  of  the  later  physicians  of  Fairfield 
county,  such  as  were  connected  with  the  organization  of  its  medical 
society,  I  will  briefly  allude  to  the  general  condition  of  medicine 
and  medical  literature  in  the  county  previous  to  its  society  organiza- 
tion, as  far  as  accessible  facts  furnish  information  on  the  subject. 
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Doubtless  the  medical  history  of  this  is  similar  to  that  of  most 
other  counties  in  this  State ;  but  as  association,  as  well  in  medical, 
as  in  civil  relations,  was  more  intimate  between  the  population  with- 
in the  boundaries  of  each  of  these  geographical  sections,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose,  that  influences  would  originate  from  such  inter- 
course, which  would  establish  peculiarities,  not  only  in  their  ordinary 
domestic  relations,  but  also  in  the  sentiments  and  habits  of  practice 
among  the  physicians  of  each  county. 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  settlement  of  the  State,  intercourse 
among  her  physicians  was  circumscribed,  and  access  to  medical  litera- 
ture difficult.  Medical  morals  therefore,  as  well  as  prescription, 
doubless  in  a  considerable  degree,  received  modification  from  the 
character  and  qualification  of  individuals  who  were  the  administra- 
tors of  Ihe  healing  art.  Hence  it  is  probable  that  each  county  pre- 
sented a  medical  character  considerably  deviating  from  that  of  its 
neighboring  counties. 

Among  the  causes  of  sectional  peculiarities  in  the  State  of  the 
medical  profession,  not  the  least  was  an  unequal  numerical  possess- 
ion, by  its  several  counties,  of  physicians  of  a  more  refined  and  ex- 
alted education. 

It  may  readily  be  conceived  that  the  medical  character  of  each  coun- 
ty would  be  elevated  or  depressed  in  a  ratio  proportionate  to  the  enjoy- 
ment, or  absence  of  the  salutary  influence  which  such  must  exert  upon 
the  sentiments  of  the  community  in  which  they  resided.  In  counties 
numbering  but  a  limited  portion  of  physicians  of  this  description,  it 
is  to  be  presumed,  that  the  public  sentiment  regarding  medicine 
would  be  moulded  by  and  made  conformable  to  the  inculcations  of  the 
empirical  pretenders,  while  in  sections  enjoying  the  teachings  of  a 
greater  portion  of  the  honorable  and  educated,  a  more  accurate  and 
elevated  estimate  would  be  formed  relative  to  the  merits  and  claims 
of  the  various  medical  administrators  within  its  precincts. 

In  fields  preoccupied  by  the  quackish  pretenders,  who  had  cautious- 
ly intrenched  themselves  in  the  favor  of  a  marvel-seeking  public,  by 
exhibiting  the  mysteries  with  which  they  ever  envelop  their  art,  the 
honorable  and  scientific  physician  could  hardly  be  expected  to  seek  his 
fortune.  To  such  fields,  therefore,  would  the  various  species  of  pretend- 
er, who  ever  shrink  from  the  light  of  science,  retire  with  the  object,  not 
only  of  reaping  the  pecuniary  harvests  which  they  presented,  but  with 
the  view  also  of  escaping  the  dangers  of  a  detection  of  his  devices. 
In  common  with  other  border  counties  of  the  State,  Fairfield  county 
originally  enjoyed  less  the  councils  of  the  better  educated  physicians 
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than  counties  more  central  and  populous ;  consequently  it  experienced 
more  and  longer  than  those,  the  evils  of  empiricism  and  quackery. 

Although  its  several  larger  and  populous  villages  early  possessed 
their  so  called  regular  physicians,  yet  these  were  mostly  derivations 
from  the  root  and  Indian  doctors,  whose  professional  habits  had  been 
formed  in  the  schools  whence  they  originated.  A  portion  of  the 
more  rational  of  these  sought  association,  and  gradually  became  as- 
similated in  practical  views  with  their  systematically  educated 
brethren;  but  while  assuming  such  position,  they  did  not  hesitate 
from  motives  of  enhancing  their  interests,  to  foster  the  popular  no- 
tion shrewdly  inculcated  in  their  Alma  Mater,  that  diseases  of  pe- 
culiar location  were  of  special  and  indigenous  character;  and  that 
their  specific  remedies  existed  principally  in  the  forests  and  fields  in 
which  they  originated.  Many  of  these  practitioners,  however,  who 
possessed  greater  honesty  of  character,  connected  with  a  native  taste 
for  the  science  which  they  professed,  in  the  emergencies  occurring  in 
their  practice  resorted  to  some  "printed guide  to  health,"  and  perchance 
to  the  works  of  Boerhave  or  Sydenham,  which  not  (infrequently  be- 
came their  standard  counselors  in  practice,  and  also  their  instructors 
in  the  leisure  of  their  domestic  retirement. 

By  such  discipline,  aided  by  observation  of  the  character  of  dis- 
ease, as  well  as  by  occasional  consultations  with  better  instructed 
physicians,  many  of  this  self-educated  class  became  elevated  to  a  re- 
spectable rank  as  practitioners,  and  useful  in  the  community  where 
they  resided.  By  means  of  such  improvement  in  t lie  qualification 
of  its  professors,  the  healing  art  advanced  in  respectability;  the  ab- 
surdities of  the  medical  impostor  were  exposed  to  the  judgment  of  the 
reflecting;  and  the  popular  sentiment  which  had  been  trained  in  the 
belief  of  its  marvelous  results,  was  gradually  led  to  contemplate  med- 
ical science  in  the  view  of  the  ordinary  sciences,  which  like  these, 
being  based  on  sensible  and  rational  principles,  was  to  be  acquired, 
but  through  a  patient  and  careful  investigation. 

It  has  been  remarked  that  the  more  considerable  villages  usually 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  services  of  regularly  educated  physi- 
cians. By  reason,  however,  of  the  scanty  means  aflurded  for  the  ac- 
quirement of  medical  knowledge  in  the  early  periods  of  our  State's 
history,  the  remark  may  not  be  deemed  invidious,  that  far  the  larger 
portion  of  medical  practitioners,  at  the  commencement  of  their  prac- 
tice, probably  possessed  less  theoretical  medical  literature  than  that 
acquired  by  the  diligent  student  of  medicine  at  the  present  time,  af- 
ter a  pupilage  of  a  tew  months  in  the  office  of  the  private  practi- 
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tioner,  exclusive  of  the  instruction  which  he  receives  from  a  course 
of  lectures  in  a  public  medical  institution. 

Occasionally  might  be  found  in  the  more  populous  districts,  physi- 
cians who  had  received  their  education  in  European  schools.  Such 
were  generally  versed  in  the  medical  science  of  the  period,  and  of 
course  were  important  accessions,  not  only  to  the  community  which 
enjoyed  the  benefit  of  their  skill,  but  also  to  the  medical  profession 
by  the  influence  which  they  exerted  in  the  elevation  of  the  standard 
of  its  character  and  general  qualification. 

The  early  source  of  medical  knowledge  in  the  New  England  col- 
onies, was  only  that  of  the  private  practitioner;  and  as  most  of  these 
were  versed  only  in  the  more  immediately  practical  branches,  such 
as  Materia  Medica,  Theory  and  Practice,  &c,  a  passable  familiarity 
of  the  student  with  these,  was  deemed  adequate  qualification  for  the 
exercise  of  his  skill  as  a  public  practitioner.  Extensive  attainments 
in  Midwifery  and  Surgery  were  deemed  of  secondary  importance  to 
the  medical  practitioner;  for  the  reason,  that  while  cases  of  the  for- 
mer were  commonly  presided  over  by  the  professional " '  gudewife"  of 
the  neighborhood,  the  important  cases  of  the  latter,  as  at  the  present 
time,  were  submitted  to  the  skill  of  the  professional  operator  in  that 
department. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  information,  calls  upon  the 
physician  to  perform  obstetrical  duties  were  rare  prior  to  1800;  or 
perhaps  in  some  locations,  a  few  years  previous.  In  periods  consid- 
erable earlier  than  the  date  mentioned,  it  is  believed  that  in  no  cases 
were  their  services  required,  except  perhaps  in  a  few  rare  instances, 
which  were  attended  with  circumstances  of  a  difficult  or  untoward 
character.  Previous  to  the  formation  of  the  county  society,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  time  devoted  to  medical  qualification,  even  of  the 
regular  practitioner,  was  optional  with  the  candidate  for  public  favor. 
His  reliance  for  a  successful  practice  was  more  upon  the  popular 
decision  regarding  his  skill,  than  upon  certificates  of  qualification 
which  he  might  derive  from  his  medical  teacher.  However  short 
may  have  been  the  term  devoted  to  the  acquirement  of  medical  sci- 
ence, those  adopting  the  system  of  the  then  recognized  regular  prac- 
tice, were  readily  acknowledged  and  received  into  the  ranks  of  the 
professional  fraternity,  with  the  members  of  which,  mutual  consulta- 
tions were  held  over  their  respective  patients. 

In  a  condition  of  medical  literature,  like  that  of  the  period  under 
consideration,  it  might  be  expected  that  a  preponderating  ratio  of  em- 
piricism would  necessarily  become  blended  with  its  elements,  as  well 


37 

as  in  the  practice  of  its  professors.  Indeed  such  is  the  view  of  the 
practice  of  the  period,  as  contemplated  hy  the  modern  observer,  that 
its  character  is  necessarily  represented  as  partaking  more  of  a  sys- 
tematic empiricism  or  charlatanry,  than  of  an  elevated  scientific 
profession.  In  extenuation,  however,  of  such  professional  state,  it 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  the  sources  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  medical  knowledge  in  the  American  colonies  were  few  and 
scanty,  and  the  means  for  its  attainment  abroad  were  accessible  to 
but  few.  The  emergences  of  disease,  ever  existing  wherever  there 
was  population,  the  public,  therefore,  were  necessarily  impelled  to 
the  employment  of  such  professors  of  the  art  of  healing  as  were  at- 
tainable in  the  vicinity  of  its  occurrence,  and  that  often  without  the 
option  of  a  selection  between  the  better  qualified  physician,  and  the 
dispenser  of  nostrums  or  Indian  specifics. 

With  alternatives  thus  urgent  to  influence  a  public  possessing  few 
of  the  present  facilities  for  scientific  acquirement  adequate  tu  direct 
its  decisions,  or  indeed,  in  most  instances,  of  even  judging  by  com- 
parison of  the  qualification  of  medical  claimants  on  their  favor,  it 
may  readily  be  conceived  that  a  limited  discrimination  would  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  selection  of  a  medical  adviser.  Nor  did  it  present  a  new 
problem  in  the  science  of  human  nature  for  solution,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  abundant  unscrupulous  candidates  for  popular  favor 
should  be  found  as  adventurers  upon  their  fortune  in  the  profession, 
with  but  a  modicum  of  knowledge  of  the  intricate  sources  of  disease, 
or  of  the  nature  of  the  active  agents  of  the  Materia  Medica  adapted 
to  their  removal. 

As  ignorance  is  the  parent  of  quackery  and  empiricism,  little  else 
could  be  expected  of  the  earlier  professional  character  of  the  state, 
than  its  history  actually  present-.  But  the  fact  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  society  at  the  present  period,  enjoying  tin-  advantages  of  a 
genera]  diffusion  of  education  and  scientific  refinement,  with  the  edu- 
ucnted  physician  accessible  to  all,  should  with  an  eagerness  and 
ready  faith,  worthy  of  former  times,  embrace  such  baseless  and 
ephemeral  novelties.  as  the  Uotanic,  Homeopathic,  and  Hydropathic 
vagaries,  as  well  as  the  flood  of  popular  nostrums  which  deluge  com- 
munity, (and  that  not  merely  by  its  more  ignorant  members,  but  also 
embracing  many  of  the  better  educated  class.)  presents  a  psy- 
chological enigma  of  more  difficult  explanation.  With  such  abound- 
ing credulity,  thus  manifested,  relative  to  the  healing  art,  we  may 
cease  to  be  surprised  that  in  darker  eras  of  our  early  history,  embrac- 
ing a  marvel-loving  public,  and  a  medical  profession  whose  members 
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were  irresponsible  to  codes,  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  its  constituents, 
the  toils  and  pecuniary  sacrifices  incident  to  a  competent  medical  edu- 
cation should  be  evaded,  for  the  more  enticing  embrace  of  the  emolu- 
ments proffered  by  the  immediate  assumption  of  the  office  of  physician. 

It  certainly  affords  evidence  that  as  concientious  rectitude  and  phi- 
lanthropy are  marked  characteristics  of  the  medical  profession,  since, 
with  the  fact  so  strikingly  presented  to  the  student  of  medicine,  that 
the  quack  will  share  with  him  his  portion  of  public  patronage,  he, 
notwithstanding,  submits  to  the  sacrifice  attendant  upon  the  acquire- 
ment of  such  education  as  alone  can  qualify  him  for  the  office  of  a 
competent  physician.  With  a  medical  profession  imperfectly  edu- 
cated, like  that  of  former  times,  and  a  public  sentiment  schooled  and 
disciplined  in  the  belief  of  its  mysterious  resources,  it  might  reason- 
ably be  anticipated  that  knavish  pretenders  as  well  as  the  dishonest 
of  the  profession,  would  seek  the  promotion  of  their  interests, 
through  announcements  of  various  specifics,  assumed  as  marvelous 
revelations  of  indigenous  agencies,  which  were  particularly  adapted 
to  the  prevalent  diseases  of  the  same  location  ;  or  that  the  mysterious 
manifestations  of  the  Indian  character,  associated  with  his  marvel- 
ous traditions,  would  be  made  available  for  the  purpose  of  exciting 
the  imagination  of  the  credulous,  a8d  thereby  beguiling  them  to  de- 
vote both  their  health  and  interests  at  the  shrine  of  their  unhallowed 
ambition. 

It  is  manifest  that  dishonorable  arts  and  devices  of  this  description, 
solely  designed  to  inure  to  the  profits  of  their  inventors,  especially 
when  resorted  to  by  members  of  the  profession,  could  not  fail  to  be 
prolific  of  discords  among  neighboring  physicians,  such  as  are  too 
well  known  to  have  characterized  and  disgraced  the  medical  society 
in  Connecticut. 

In  Fairfield,  and  probably  in  other  counties,  a  melancholy  disre- 
gard of  professional  etiquette  characterized  most  of  her  physicians 
previous  to  the  organization  of  her  Medical  Society ;  and  I  am  com- 
pelled to  add,  that  the  confirmed  habits  of  many  practitioners 
protracted  the  evil  for  a  considerable  period  subsequently,  notwith- 
standing its  salutary  provisions  of  codes  and  by-laws,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  suppressing  the  evil.  Friendly  professional  intercourse  was 
rare  among  neighboring  physicians.  Many  habitually  visited  and 
prescribed  for  patients  in  the  absence  of,  or  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  regular  attendant ;  and  facts  too  clearly  prove,  that  often  petty  and 
dishonest  devices  were  resorted  to,  with  the  object  of  supplanting 
an  absent  rival  in  the  confidence  of  the  patient  or  his  friends.     It  was 
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not  uncommon  in  such  circumstances,  for  the  recent  attendant  to  de- 
nounce the  treatment  of  his  predecessor,  and  after  a  summary  con- 
signment of  his  medicines,  either  to  the  fire  or  through  the  window, 
to  substitute  from  his  own  stores  those,  most  likely,  of  the  same,  or 
of  a  similar  character. 

It  is  deplorable  to  contemplate  such  utter  prostration  of  honora- 
ble deportment,  by  men  professing  to  be  members  of  an  ostensibly 
learned  and  honorable  profession ;  by  those  too,  who,  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  were  sufficiently  observant  of  a  gentlemanly  demeanor  in 
their  intercourse  with  other  members  of  the  community. 

Such  being  the  view  of  medical  society  presented  by  a  re- 
trospect into  its  past  history,  it  would  be  interesting  to  investigate 
and  portray  the  causes  which  have  effected  its  present  comparatively 
elevated  and  improved  condition.  It  would  be  equally  interesting 
to  note  the  different  phases  of  melioration  through  which  the  medi- 
cal society  in  Connecticut  has  passed  in  its  progress  to  the  superior 
moral  and  scientific  position  which  it  holds  at  the  present  time.  But 
the  discussion  would  be  incompatible  with  the  present  design,  even 
did  the  circumscribed  limits  of  an  address  on  this  occasion  afford 
adequate  space.  It  can  not,  however,  be  matter  of  doubt,  that  the 
improvement  has  been  effected  by  the  unremitted  labors  of  a  few  of 
the  master  spirits  of  the  profession,  who  have  lived  in  the  different 
eras  of  our  professional  history.  These  experiencing  and  deploring 
the  existing  evils,  and  impressed  with  the  conviction  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  detached  individual  efforts  for  their  correction,  ultimately 
devised  the  remedy  of  society  association,  by  means  of  which,  a  con- 
certed influence  of  the  more  respectable  physicians  of  the  State, 
might,  more  effectually,  be  directed  to  the  promotion  and  advance- 
ment of  the  interests,  as  well  as  the  respectability  of  the  profession. 

No  doubt  much  had  been  effected  by  individual  assiduity,  previ- 
ous to  the  establishment  of  medical  associations.  But  such  detached 
and  limited  efforts  had  been  proved  manifestly  inadequate  to  effect  a  re- 
form of  an  entire  system,  defective  not  only  in  its  general  scientific 
qualifications,  but  also  depressed  in  its  moral  character,  by  the  long  es- 
tablished unsocial  and  unprofessional  habits  and  practices  of  a  large 
portion  of  its  members.  It  is  manifest  that  to  remedy  the  former, 
an  elevated  and  uniform  standard  of  education  was  required,  by 
which  the  qualification  of  aspirants  to  membership  were  to  be 
tested,  and  their  claims  decided  by  a  competent  tribunal  delegated 
with  adequate  authority  to  deny  admission  to  the  incompetent ;  while 
to  effect  the  latter,  such  codes  and  regulations,  promulgated  by  a  no 
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less  potent  authority,  were  demanded,  as  might  prove  restraints  on 
the  propensities  of  such  of  its  members  as  were  then,  as  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  unfortunately  endowed  with  a  predominancy  of  the  selfish 
impulses  over  their  honorable  sentiments. 

"With  the  laudable  object  of  effecting  a  professional  reform  and 
improvement,  the  physicians  of  several  towns  and  counties  embraced 
the  plan  of  society  association,  as  the  most  effective  means  for  its 
accomplishment.  Experience  soon  manifested  the  happy  effects  of 
the  system  ;  and  that  its  greatest  possible  good  might  be  attained, 
the  plan  of  a  general  State  association  was  conceived  and  ultimately 
adopted  by  the  various  county  societies.  This  received  incorpora- 
tion by  act  of  Legislature  in  1792. 

The  design  of  organization  was  not  simultaneously  embr  aced  by 
the  various  sections  of  the  State,  but  each  with  zeal,  successively 
adopted  a  measure,  the  happy  effects  of  which  were  plainly  mani- 
fested upon  the  medical  society  of  the  sections  which  had  experi- 
enced its  benefits.  The  city  of  Norwich,  and  Litchfield  County,  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  the  initiative  in  medical  organization  ;  the  first  in 
1762  or  3,  the  last  in  1765.  Windham  and  New  Haven  counties,  a 
few  years  later,  followed  the  example  set  by  the  first  mentioned,  and 
instituted  their  societies.  Fairfield  county  appears  to  have  been 
more  tardy  in  the  formation  of  her  society,  which  was  organized  in 
1792  ;  being  a  few  months  subsequent  to  the  incorporation,  by  the 
Legislature,  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  which  was  granted  in  the 
spring  of  that  year. 

Although  Fairfield  was  later  in  the  movement  of  organization  than 
its  sister  counties,  yet  I  am  led  to  infer  that  a  no  less  active  senti- 
ment for  reform  existed  in  the  minds  of  her  physicians  than  that  al- 
ready manifested  in  the  other  sections  of  the  State.  This  is  shown 
from  the  fact  that  her  society  records  exhibit,  appended  to  the  original 
articles  of  the  association,  the  names  of  forty  of  her  most  respecta- 
ble cotemporary  physicians,  being  probably  about  the  number  of 
regular  practitioners  in  the  county,  at  the  period  of  its  organization. 

In  view  of  this  ready  concurrence  and  support  obtained  for  her 
society,  from  so  large  a  portion  of  the  physicians  of  the  county,  it  is 
with  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  the  admission,  that  subsequently, 
and  even  at  the  present  time,  a  large  number  of  respectable  practi- 
tioners of  the  county,  question  its  utility  and  withhold  their  influence 
and  the  pecuniary  aid  requisite  to  sustain  its  action  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  greatest  good  for  which  it  might  be  made  susceptible. 
I  am  happy,  however,  in  being  able  to  state,  that  most  of  its  repu- 
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diators,  virtually  admit  the  salutary  influence  which  it  has  effected, 
by  their  practice  of  a  professional  deportment,  accordant  with  its 
police  established  for  the  regulation  of  professional  intercourse  be- 
tween its  members. 

I  learn  from  its  records,  that  the  Fairfield  County  Society  united 
with  a  commendable  zeal  with  those  of  the  other  counties,  in  an  ap- 
plication to  the  Legislature  for  the  charter  of  the  State  Society.  At 
its  first  meeting  at  Redding,  March,  1792,  the  following  vote  ap- 
pears: — "  Voted,  that  Drs.  James  Potter,  John  Lester,  aad  David 
Rogers,  be  delegates  to  meet  delegates  from  other  counties  in  the 
State,  at  Hartford,  in  May  next,  in  order  to  form  a  plan  of  genera] 
incorporation,  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  General  Assembly  at  their  next 
session."  The  first  delegates  (so  tinned)  of  the  society  to  meet  al 
.  convention  in  Middletown,  were  appointed  in  September  1792,  and 
consisted  of  Drs.  James  Potter,  ThaddetU  BettS,  Hosea  llurlhiit, 
James  Clark,  and  Amos  Mead.  That  the  oilier  of  Fellow  at  that 
time  was  one  remunerated  by  love  and  patriotism  only,  would  appear 
from  a  vote  of  the  society,  preceding  the  appointment  of  the  gentle- 
men above  named,  as  follows; — "Voted,  that  this  meeting  will 
make  no  compensation  to  the  delegates  to  the  Middletown  Con- 
vention." 

It  also  appears  that  the  somewhat  eharacieriitic  repugnance  to 
taxation,  at  present  existing  with  a  portion  of  the  physicians  of 
Fairfield  County,  instead  of  being  an  infection  of  recent  origin,  is  but 
the  development  of  a  predisposition,  derived  from  their  professional 
progenitors  ;  as  appears  from  the  following  vote  passed  al  the  county 
meeting  in   May  1798 — Voted — "That  whereas  the  Hon.  General 

Convention  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut, 
at  their  session  at  Middletown  in  October  last,  voted,  that  they  have 
power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  for  their  own  support  and  expenses 
while  in  Convention  ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  thai  -aid  Con- 
tention of  Fellows  have  not  said  powers,  agreeable  to  the  act  of  in- 
corporation of  the  Medical  Society  ;  and  that  the  delegates  of  this 
county  give  information  of  this  vote  to  the  adjourned  convention  to 
be  holden  at  Hartford  on  the  16th  day  of   May." 

A  reflective  panacea,  howe\er,  -rems  speedily  to  have  suppressed 
the  tendency  to  a  development  of  the  affection  in  the  minds  of  those 
originally  affected,  while  that  of  inheritance  ha-,  in  some  cases, 
proved  obdurate  and  irremediable.  It  would  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing vote  that  the  above  was  dictated  rather  by  a  constructive 
view  of  the  act  of   incorporation    as    regards  taxation,  than  of  hos- 
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tility  to  the  principle.  At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Society  in  1796, 
it  was  voted,  "That  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society  in  legal  Convention,  shall  have  full  power  to  levy 
taxes  on  themselves,  not  exceeding  one  dollar  on  each  member  per 
annum."  Also  it  was  voted—"  That  the  President  and  Fellows  of 
said  Society,  in  convention,  shall  have  ample  power  to  impose  such 
pecuniary  penalties  on  the  members  of  said  society,  for  a  transgres- 
sion of  their  By-Laws,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  well  or- 
dering of  said  society,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $50.  It  was  also 
voted  "  That  it  is  the  wish  of  this  meeting  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly be  solicited  by  General  Convention  to  absolve  the  members  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  from  paying  the 
moneys  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  civil  list ;  provided  the  like  sum 
be  yearly  taxed,  and  collected,  and  appropriated  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  diffusing  medical  knowledge — voted,  that  the  above  vote  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  medical  convention."  A  vote  similar  to  the  above  was 
repeated  in  1798  ;  but  what  action  resulted,  if  any,  does  not  appear. 

The  following  Preamble  and  Resolution,  passed  in  1794,  exhibit 
a  zeal  in  Fairfield  County  Society,  for  the  cultivation  and  diffusion 
of  medical  knowledge,  among  its  members,  worthy  of  imitation  by 
the  present  members  of  all  medical  societies, — viz  : — "  Whereas 
the  material  end,  use  and  design  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Con- 
necticut was  to  diffuse  and  cultivate  medical  knowledge  among  the 
faculty ;  and  as  this  noble  purpose  can  not  be  answered  in  any  way  so 
well  as  by  the  members  mutually  disclosing  any  thing  that  occurs  to 
their  minds  that  may  be  in  any  way  useful,  either  in  the  theory  or 
practice  of  medicine — Resolved,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
member  of  this  Medical  Society  to  exhibit,  at  least,  once  in  two 
years,  to  the  society,  a  dissertation  on  some  medical  subject,  or  re- 
late an  account  of  some  cases  in  the  course  of  his  practice  that  may 
be  marked  with  most  peculiarities,  together  with  his  remarks  thereon. 
Resolved — That  if  any  member  shall  refuse  to  comply  with  the 
foregoing  resolution,  he  shall  be  considered  as  guilty  of  neglect  of 
duty  to  this  society  and  to  mankind  in  general."  Though  the  re- 
quirements of  the  above  resolution  were  probably  not  realized  to  its 
full  extent,  yet  the  records  of  the  society  and  present  experience 
prove  that,  through  written  and  oral  communication,  elicited  by  the 
association,  much  has  been  effected  in  the  dissemination  of  individual 
experience  and  observation  among  its  members. 

By  means  of  adequate  police  regulations,  originally  adopted  and 
occasionally  modified  to   meet   existing  emergences,  a  salutary  re- 
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formation  has  been  effected  of  the  unsocial  habits  formerly  character- 
izing professional  intercourse.  Indeed,  at  the  present  time,  such  is  the 
degree  of  professional  comity  generally  observed  by  the  physicians 
of  Fairfield  county,  that  even  private  complaints  are  rarely  heard 
of  its  breach  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  neighboring  physicians. 

It  will  probably  be  claimed  by  repudiators  of  medical  societies, 
that  the  improved  condition  of  medical  science  is  a  necessary  se- 
quence of  the  advanced  state  of  general  literature  characterizing  the 
period ;  and  that  the  improved  moral  and  social  habits  of  the  pro- 
fession have  been  the  natural  result  of  the  superior  refinement  of 
modern  society  compared  with  that  of  preceding  eras.  While  it  is 
conceded  that  the  cultivation  of  science  tends  to  refine  the  taste,  and 
to  strengthen  the  honorable  feelings  of  the  few  who  are  its  devotees ; 
yet  it  may  admit  of  question  whether,  as  regards  the  "  utile  in  >nodo," 
in  the  present  age  of  activity  of  the  selfish  passions  and  propensi- 
ties, society  can  justly  boast  a  marked  superiority  of  the  social  and 
honorable  accomplishments  over  those  of  the  past  century. 

But  to  what  cause,  it  may  pertinently  be  asked,  has  medical  sci- 
ence and  the  social  improvements  of  the  profession  been  indebted, 
more  than  to  the  efforts  of  its  members  which  have  originated  and 
been  promulgated  by  the  authority  of  the  various  associations  of  the 
period?  It  is  futile  to  contend  that  the  innate  selfishness  of  some 
individuals,  in  all  professions,  can  adequately  be  restrained,  except 
by  the  force  of  a  general  public,  as  well  as  profcssionl  sentiment,  ex- 
pressed by  means  of  codes  emanating  from  majorities  of  individuals 
in  recognized  association. 

It  requires  but  a  reference  to  the  known  tendencies  of  human  na- 
ture to  predict,  that  should  the  existing  system  of  medical  associa- 
tion be  abandoned,  and  the  former  comparatively  secluded  state  of 
medical  society  be  reintroduced,  no  existing  refinements,  whether  so- 
cial or  scientific,  would  prove  adequate  to  sustain  unharmed,  its  pres- 
ent advanced  position.  There  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  our  profes- 
sional system,  witli  its  centric  influences  thus  unhappily  dissevered, 
and  the  atlinities  of  interest  remaining  to  assume  their  native  sway 
over  its  detached  and  less  responsible  constituents,  as  in  former 
periods,  still  contains  a  sufficient  amount  of  discordant  elements, 
not  only  essentially  to  derange  its  existing  fraternity,  but  also  greatly 
to  endanger  its  scientific  progress. 

It  is  therefore  much  to  be  desired  that  the  repudiators  of  our  med- 
ical organization  ;  those  who  by  their  frequent  interrogatory  "  qui 
bono  t"  manifestly  depreciate   its    character  and  importance,  both  in 
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view  of  the  public  and  many  of  the  junior  members  of  the  profes- 
sion, should  institute  a  comparison  between  the  present  and  past  so- 
cial and  scientific  history  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  State,  and 
then  decide  to  what  causes  its  present  improved  condition  is  to  be 
attributed. 

It  is  presumed  that  such  candid  investigation  will  furnish  sufficient 
evidence  to  convince  the  most  skeptical  that  it  is  through  the  emu- 
lation, stimulated  by  the  fraternal  intercourse  of  its  members  in  the 
various  public  associations,  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  realize  the 
present  improved  moral  and  educational  superiority  of  the  profes- 
sion over  its  past  condition ;  and  that  it  is  through  a  continuance  of 
the  same  agency  that  we  may  confidently  hope  for  a  progressive  ad- 
vancement of  its  respectability  and  importance  in  the  estimation  of 
the  community  far  beyond  its  present  position. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  most  of  the  respectable  physicans  of 
Fairfield  county  embraced  with  alacrity  and  zeal  the  plan  of  society 
organization.  Also,  the  records  of  its  society  have  been  noticed,  to 
prove,  that  their  attention  was  early  directed  to  professional  im- 
provement, by  their  adoption  of  measures  for  the  diffusion  of  medi- 
cal knowledge  and  experience  among  its  members.  A  police  system 
was  also  early  established,  designed  to  remedy  evils  which  had  long 
interrupted  the  harmony  and  fraternity  of  the  medical  society  in  the 
county  ;  an  abuse  indulged  to  such  extent  as,  not  only  to  derogate  the 
character  and  rank  of  the  profession  in  the  view  of  the  community, 
but  doubtless,  in  many  cases,  instead  of  its  officiating  as  an  agent  of 
mercy,  it  became  rather  a  demon  of  evil  to  many  a  luckless  subject, 
whom  disease  had  chanced  to  prostrate  on  the  arena  of  conflict  of  his 
medical  attendants. 

Indeed,  such  was  the  existing  emergency  that  had  been  induced 
by  the  indulgence  of  empirical  habits,  by  some  of  its  physicians, 
that  professional  contention  was  rendered  proverbially  illustrative  of 
discords  in  society  generally.  Individual  experience,  whether  real 
or  assumed,  was  habitually  vaunted  with  the  object  of  beguiling  the 
imagination  of  the  credulous  ;  and  with  many  reputably  respectable 
physicians,  the  art  of  abstracting  the  legitimate  patients  of  neigh- 
boring rivals  was  paramount  to  that  of  healing  their  respective  dis- 
eases. Indeed,  self-interest,  sought  to  be  promoted  by  such  dishon- 
orable means,  appeared  as  the  object  that  swayed  many  practitioners> 
rather  than  the  honorable  and  liberal  efforts  adapted  to  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  science  and  the  public  health  for  which  they  pro- 
fessed a  special  regard. 


45 

To  effect  a  reform  of  this  depressed  state  of  professional  charac- 
ter, and  to  advance  the  scientific  interests  of  the  profession,  was  the 
object  of  those  patriots  who  originated,  and  by  assiduity  effected  the 
medical  organization  of  Fairfield  county.  They  successfully  en- 
countered the  Herculean  task  and  by  the  continued  efforts  of  their 
successors,  the  hydra  evils,  so  detrimental  to  the  medical  character, 
have  nearly  disappeared  from  the  field  of  their  former  influence. 
Those  worthy  pioneers  now  all  rest  from  their  labors,  but  their  in- 
valuable works  remain,  and  it  is  their  due  that  their  names  be  held 
in  grateful  remembrance  by  those  who  have  succeeded  them  in  the 
same  field  of  professional  toil. 

The  names  of  the  original  subscribers  of  Fairfield  County  Society, 
who  were  cotemporary  practitioners  in  the  county,  are  the  follow- 
ing, viz. 

ASAHEL  FITCH,  SHADRACH  MKAD, 

JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  GIDEON    SHEPARD, 

PRESERVE  WOOD,  ELIJAH  HAWLET, 

GABRIEL  BALDWIN,  OUVEB  BKNCROFT, 

EZUA  CURTIS,  AMOS  BAKER, 

DAVID   HULL,  SAMUEL  WEBB, 

JAMES  E.  BEACH,  JOHN  LESTER, 

STEPHEN  ROCKWELL,  BENNETT  TERRY, 

WILLIAM  SHELTON,  l.I.I  l'ERRV, 

JOSEPH  TROWBRIDGE,  ORANGE  BENTON, 

JAMES  CLARK,  BENJAMIN  CURTIS, 

THADDEUS  BETTS,  JOHN  WOOD, 

THOMAS  DAVIS,  STEPHEN  MIDDLEBROOK, 

ELISHA  BELCHER,  AUGUSTIN  MERWIN, 

JAMES  POTTER,  JOHN  R.  GREGORY, 

DAVID  ROGERS,  AMOS  BOTSEORD, 

JAMES  SCOEIELD,  WILLIAM  BEARD, 

HOSEA  IIURLBUT,  DANIEL  BEARD, 

LEWIS  BEERS,  WILLIAM  EDSON, 

AMOS  MEAD,  MINOR  HIGBY, 

JONATHAN  POOR,  GIDEON  BEARDSLEY. 

It  would  afford  gratification,  did  the  occasion  admit,  to  bestow  a 
particular  notice  of  each  individual,  whose  names  are  appended  to 
the  foregoing  list ;  but  as  this  is  denied,  I  shall  select  those  only, 
who  from  their  popular  estimate  as  practitioners,  or  from  their  men- 
tal characteristics,  enjoyed  a  more  extensive  reputation  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  resided. 

As  a  tribute,  however,  due  to  those  whom  our  limits  forbid  a  more 
particular  mention,  I  may  generally  state,  that  they  were  respect- 
able  and  valued  practitioners  ;   many  of  their  number   possessing 
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merit  and  qualification,  as  such,  not  inferior  to  others  who,  endowed 
with  those  fortunate  characteristic  traits  which  ever  arrest  popular 
attention,  enjoyed  a  more  extended  and  prominent  reputation. 

Dr.  James  Potter  resided  and  practiced  in  Sherman,  originally  a 
part  of  New  Fairfield,  a  town  in  the  north-west  part  of  Fairfield 
county.  According  to  the  best  information  I  have  obtained,  his  na- 
tive place  was  Southington  in  this  State.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
learn  where  or  how  he  was  educated.  Rev.  M.  Guelston  of  Sherman 
thinks,  that  he  most  probably  obtained  his  medical  education  under 
the  instruction  of  his  relative,  Dr.  Potter,  formerly  a  physician  of 
Wallingford.  Dr.  P.  appears  early  to  have  united  and  become  a 
member  of  the  New  Haven  county  society,  previous  to  the  organi- 
zation of  that  of  his  own  county,  and  was  the  third  president  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society.  He  was  probably  the  prime  agent  in 
the  institution  of  that  of  his  own  county ;  as  its  records  show  that 
its  first  meeting  was  assembled  by  his  notification.  Its  honors  were 
more  frequently  bestowed  on  him  than  on  any  other  individual  mem- 
ber. As  a  practitioner,  however,  I  do  not  learn  that  he  possessed 
scientific  or  practical  qualification  superior  to  many  of  his  brethren 
of  the  county.  His  zeal  was  ardent  in  the  promotion  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  profession,  and  to  its  exercise,  is  undoubtedly  to  be  at- 
tributed the  ready  acquiescence  obtained  from  so  large  a  portion  of 
her  physicians,  for  the  proposed  county  organization.  The  notice 
which  Dr.  P.  has  obtained  from  my  predecessor  supersedes  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  extended  mention  of  his  public  character.  Rev.  M. 
Guelston  writes  regarding  him  :  "as  a  physician  he  was  highly  es- 
teemed here,  and  in  a  wide  circle  around.  No  intruder  could  have 
encroached  upon  his  business.  In  the  political,  civil  and  religious 
community,  his  agency  and  influence  was  great,  and  his  memory  has 
been  cherished  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  popular  teacherr 
and  instructed  many  students  the  science  of  the  profession." 

He  is  said  to  have  been  of  social  habits,  and  so  passionately  fond 
of  angling  as  frequently  to  resort  to  the  waters  of  Long  Island 
Sound,  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, to  indulge  his  favorite  recreation.  Of  his  personal  appear- 
ance a  friend  writes :  "  He  was  of  a  grave  and  venerable  appearance ; 
being  one  of  the  last  who  wore  the  small  clothes  and  triangular  (or 
Puritan)  hat ;  dressing  his  tall  figure  with  neatness  and  elegance. 
He  was  of  a  companionable  temperament,  and  celebrated  for  telling 
anecdotes."     He  died  Feb.  10th,  1804,  aged  67  years. 

Dr.  Gideon  Shepard  was  a  practitioner  and  native  of  Newtown. 
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I  have  learned  that  he  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Thomas,  a  pro- 
fessional predecessor  in  his  native  town,  who  is  said  to  have  been  a 
reputable  practitioner.  I  suspect  that  the  early  acquirements  of  Dr- 
S.  were  not  extensive;  but  if  such  was  the  fact,  he  eminently  com- 
pensated for  the  defect,  by  an  habitual  devotion  to  the  science  of 
medicine,  and  its  observant  application  to  the  diseases  which  he 
treated.  My  early  impressions  of  the  doctor  are,  that  he  devoted 
greater  attention  to  the  occurring  improvements  in  medical  science 
than  most  of  his  cotemporary  brethren. 

Although  not  endowed  with  extraordinary  intellectual  powers,  his 
talents  were  respectable,  and  of  a  character  calculated  for  usefulness, 
rather  than  display  or  striking  originality.  If  he  did  not  attain  emi- 
nence as  a  professional  scholar,  he  was  diligent  in  his  efforts  to  ac- 
quire such  portions  of  existing  medical  literature  as  were  more  im- 
mediately adapted  to  the  emergencies  of  practice  ordinarily  presented 
to  the  notice  of  physicians.  To  his  juniors  in  the  profession,  Dr. 
Shepard's  deportment  was  ever  urbane,  and  his  counsels  to  them,  dis- 
interested and  parental.  His  professional  coevals  in  neighboring 
towns,  generally  conceded  to  him  a  precedence,  as  a  consulting  physi- 
cian. The  following  vote  from  the  records  of  Fairfield  County  Medi- 
cal Society  sufficiently  evince  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  brethren — "  Voted,  That  Dr.  Gideon  Shepard  receive  the  pat- 
ronage of  this  society  in  consumption  and  chronic  eases  of  disease, 
and  that  it  be  the  duty  of  all  members  of  this  society  to  recommend 
him,  when  counsel  is  deemed  expedient,  &c,  and  that  it  be  his 
duty  to  report  all  cases  of  that  description  to  which  he  may  be 
called  to  attend,  with  their  particular  symptoms,  the  particular  med- 
icines, and  the  constitution  of  the  several  patients,  together  with  the 
predispositions  of  their  ancestry." 

Although  the  existing  generation  of  physicians  may  smile  at  such 
blending  of  professional  opinion  with  popular  belief  regarding  excel- 
lence of  the  skill  of  individuals  in  special  classes  of  disease,  yet  the 
fact  is  undoubted,  that  such  were  professional  concessions  as  late  as 
the  close  of  the  last,  and  commencement  of  the  present  century. 
His  mode  of  treatment  of  consumption,  as  I  learn  from  his  statement 
of  cases  left  on  the  records  of  the  society,  was  not  peculiar ;  being 
in  general  mildly  antiphlogistic,  and  similar  to  the  present  treatment 
of  Phthisis.  To  meet  occurring  symptoms,  local  bleeding,  counter 
irritants,  with  anodyne  and  demulcent  expectorants,  were  his  general 
prescriptions. 

DocU  S.  was  somewhat  eccentric  in  character,  but  social,  instruct- 
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ive,  and  agreeable  in  his  intercourse  with  society.  In  his  religious 
sentiments,  he  was  a  zealous  Sandemanian.  He  ever  sustained  a 
reputation  of  great  moral  purity  ;  and  while  he  was  highly  esteemed 
by  his  friends,  his  enemies  or  traducers  were  rarely  found.  What 
few  physicians  can  boast,  he  was  the  father  of  seventeen  children ; 
thereby  practically  refuting  the  possible  charge,  that  while  enjoying 
the  profits  of  a  special  branch  of  his  profession,  as  a  prompt  acces- 
sory in  the  accumulation  of  responsibilities  on  his  friends,  he  was 
cautious  in  the  assumption  of  similar  burdens  on  himself. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  of  an  extremely  charitable  disposition,  and 
indulgent  as  to  his  pecuniary  claims  upon  his  poorer  patients.  This 
disposition,  with  the  necessary  demands  for  the  support  of  his  nume- 
rous family,  ever  kept  him  poor,  though  not  indigent,  as  regarded  a 
respectable  living.  Doct.  S.  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  the 
originators  and  supporters  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society ; 
and  the  records  of  this  convention  will  show,  that  he  was  one  of  its 
most  frequent  and  active  members.  He  died  a  few  years  since  at 
Hunter,  New  York,  where  he  resided  with  one  of  his  daughters,  when 
incapacitated  from  age  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  at  the  ad- 
vanced period  of  eighty-nine  years. 

Doct.  Bennett  Perry  was  a  cotemporary  practitioner  with  Doct. 
Shepard  in  Newtown.  He  was  a  son  of  Doct.  Nath.  Perry  of  "Wood- 
bury, a  highly  respectable  physician  of  that  town.  The  son,  proba- 
bly, acquired  his  profession  with  his  father ;  when  he  located  in  New- 
town, where  he  practiced  medicine  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1821,  aged  sixty-six  years.  His  reputation  is  that  of  a  physician 
possessing  superior  talents,  well  developed  by  education,  and  an  able, 
respectable  and  highly  accomplished  practitioner  and  citizen. 

Doct.  John  Lester  was,  I  have  understood,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts. He  studied  medicine  with  Doct.  Nath.  Perry  of  Woodbury, 
who  it  would  appear  was  among  the  most  prominent  medical  teach- 
ers of  the  period.  He  commenced  practice  at  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
about  1789,  at  Huntington.  Doct.  L.  was  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able physicians  of  the  county,  and  an  active  and  efficient  member  of 
its  medical  society ;  in  the  organization  of  which  he  sustained  a 
prominent  part.  His  death  occurred  in  1802,  aged  about  thirty-five 
years. 

Doct.  Wm.  Shelton  was  a  native  of  Huntington,  a  graduate  of 
Yale  College  in  1788.  He  pursued  his  medical  studies  I  am  inform- 
ed, in  part  with  Doct.  Eneas  Munson,  and  was  for  a  time  under  the  in- 
struction of  Doct.  Wm.  Agur  Tomlinson  of  Stratford.      He  first 


49 

located  and  practiced  in  Trumbull,  but  on  the  decease  of  Doct.  Les- 
ter, he  removed  to  his  native  town,  where  he  continued  its  principal 
physician  until  his  death.  Doct.  S.  was  a  talented,  skillful  and  most 
respected  physician.  He  was  an  influential  pioneer  in  the  county 
society  organization,  and  ever  continued  one  of  its  principal  support- 
ers. He  was  the  father  of  Doctors  William  Shelton  of  Stratford, 
and  James  II.  Shelton  of  Huntington.  He  died  in  1819,  aged  fifty- 
two  years. 

Doct.  David  Dull  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Derby.     He  was 

the  son  of Hull  a  resident  of  that  town,  and  brother  of  Gen. 

Hull  of  Detroit  notoriety.  He  was  also  uncle  to  Cora.  Isaac  Hull 
of  the  Navy.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1785,  and  studied 
medicine  with  Doct.  Titus  Hull  of  Bethlehem,  a  proprietary  of  the 
celebrated  "Hull's  Physic."  lie  located  and  practiced  his  pro- 
fession in  Fairfield,  where  he  continued  a  highly  respectable  and 
respected  physician  until  his  death,  a  period  of  nearly  half  a 
century.  He  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice  not  only  in  Fairfield, 
but,  especially  in  cases  of  cholic,  in  the  adjacent  towns,  where 
he  was  often  called  as  a  consulting  physician.  Doct.  II.  acquired 
from  his  preceptor,  who  I  believe  was  a  distant  relative,  a  knowledge 
of  the  composition  of  "  Hull's  l'hysic'-  in  consideration  of  his  name. 
The  composition  of  this  nostrum  was  a  secret  which  its  inventor 
allowed  to  be  imparted  but  to  those  of  his  name  ;  and  to  those,  but 
with  the  condition  that  such  only  as  enjoyed  the  family  cognomen 
were  to  be  admitted  as  candidates  for  a  reception  of  the  concealed 
treasure.  Such  was  the  position  of  Doct.  David  Hull  in  relation  to 
this  celebrated  nostrum  ;  for  which  he  encountered  the  censorious 
remarks  of  his  medical  brethren  abroad,  and  not  unfrequently,  those 
of  his  own  county,  who  were  less  familiar  with  the  unostentatious 
mode  in  which  he  employed  it. 

In  justice  to  the  professional  memory  of  Doct.  Hull,  and  in  vindi- 
cation of  a  friend  whom  I  much  esteemed,  I  am  happy  in  being  able 
to  state  from  personal  knowledge)  that  without  proclaiming  the 
specific  virtues  of  the  pills  in  the  cure  of  eholic,  on  which  disease 
its  popularity  was  based,  or  in  any  degree  adopting  the  mode  of  nos- 
trum proprietors  in  announcing  their  bantlings  for  public  attention,  he 
unpretendingly  employed  them  in  his  practice  as  a  favorite  laxative 
in  that,  as  well  as  various  other  diseases  in  which  he  deemed  them 
appropriate,  simply  under  the  denomination  of  his  Aloetic  pill.  He 
was  from  its  origin,  and  ever  continued  a  member  of  the  county 
society,  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  its  stringent  by-laws,  and 
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the  known  detestation  of  empiricism,  which  actuated  its  most  promi- 
nent members.  The  tolerance  which  Doct.  H.  experienced  from  his 
cotemporary  brethren,  under  such  circumstances,  might  be  deemed 
adequate  evidence  of  their  estimate  of  his  character,  as  a  respected 
and  honorable  member  of  the  county  society ;  but  in  addition,  the 
following  vote  on  the  society  record,  exhibits  positive  proof,  that 
he  was  recognized  as  a  valued  and  esteemed  member,  whose  influ- 
ence it  was  deemed  desirable  to  secure  and  retain,  for  the  promotion 
of  the  object  for  which  it  was  organized.  Voted,  "  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  call  on  Doct.  David  Hull,  and  inform  him,  that  by 
paying  his  taxes  in  arrears,  he  will  be  considered  an  honorable  mem- 
ber of  this  society,  without  inquiry  into  the  secret  of  the  composition 
of  "Hull's  Physic."  A  committee  of  three  of  the  most  respectable 
members  were,  in  accordance  with  the  above  vote  appointed,  and 
Doct.  Hull  remained  a  most  esteemed  member  of  the  society  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1834,  aged  sixty-eight  years. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  politeness  of  Professor  Knight,  for  the  fol- 
lowing notice  of  physicians  who  practiced  in  Norwalk,  his  native 
town. 

Doct.  K.  in  reply  to  a  communication  on  the  subject,  states,  "  The 
oldest  physician  whom  I  knew,  and  the  only  one  of  any  distinction, 
when  my  father  settled  there,  was  Thaddeus  Betts,  M.  D.  He  was, 
I  believe,  a  native  of  the  town,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College  in  1745, 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and 
received  from  it  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  at  an  early  period  of  its  exis- 
tence. He  died  in  1807.  He  was  a  man  of  great  excellence  of 
character,  well  informed  in  his  profession,  and  a  judicious  practitioner. 
I  think  he  made  no  pretensions  to  surgery.  I  recollect  him  as  a 
cheerful,  pleasant  old  gentleman,  abounding  in  wit,  and  instructive  in 
his  conversation. 

"My  father,  Doct.  Jonathan  Knight,  was  born  in  Lisbon,  then  a 
part  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  Jan.  10th,  1758.  He  studied  medicine 
with  Doct.  Ladd,  a  physician,  of  that  neighborhood.  In  1776  or  7, 
he  entered  the  army,  and  was  surgeon's  mate  of  the  Connecticut  Regi- 
ment, under  the  command  of  Col.  Durkee  or  Durgee.  He  was  with 
the  troops  under  Gen.  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  during  that  most 
dispiriting  period  of  the  war.  He  left  the  army  in  1780,  and  settled 
in  Norwalk  in  1781-2.  For  many  years  he  was  actively  and  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  practice,  principally  as  a  physician,  in  that  and 
the  neighboring  towns.  He  continued  in  the  performance  of  the  ac- 
tive duties  of  his  profession,  until  they  were  diminished  by  advancing 
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years  and  increasing  infirmities.     He  died  March,  1829,  in  the  sev- 
enty-second year  of  his  age." 

I  would  add  to  the  above  statement  of  Doct.  Knight,  that  Doct. 
T.  Betts  was  the  grandfather  of  Hon.  Thaddeus  Belts,  late  of  the 
United  States  Senate.  Doct.  Knight,  besides  the  esteemed  writer  of 
the  above,  had  another  son,  Doct.  James  Knight,  who  located  and 
practiced  in  Stamford,  but  died  in  early  life,  about  the  period  1818. 
Doctors  Betts  and  Knight  were  among  the  most  prominent  and  in- 
fluential members  who  aided  in  the  establishment,  and  were  zealous 
supporters  of  the  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society. 

Among  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  Fairfield  County  was 
Doct.  Ilosea  Hurlbut  of  Greenfield  Hill.  He  was  a  native  of  Ber- 
lin, Conn.,  and  son  of  Samuel  Hurlbut  of  that  town.  He  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  with  his  celebrated  and  eccentric  uncle,  Doct. 
James  Hurlbut  of  Wethersfield.  He  was  for  a  time  a  student  in  the 
office  of  Doct.  Woleott  of  Litchfield,  the  elder  governor  of  that 
name.  While  there,  he  numbered  among  his  intimate  assosiates, 
Judge  Reeve,  Aaron  Burr,  John  Allen  and  Oliver  Woleott,  Jr. 
Even  among  such  intellectual  associates,  he  is  said  to  have  sustained 
a  distinguished  part,  through  the  exercise  of  a  marked  original 
genius,  a  ready  scintillating  wit,  and  interesting  conversational  pow- 
ers. He  subsequently  commenced  practice  in  the  upper  part  of 
Middlelown,  from  which  place,  after  a  short  residence,  he  removed 
to  Greenfield,  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  where  he  resided  until  his 
decease,  distinguished  alike  as  a  physician,  and  man  of  generally 
cultivated  and  rare  genius. 

Doct.  Hurlbut  possessed  a  high  sense  of  the  dignity  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  ever  abhorred  duplicity  in  all  its  forms.  He  despised 
alike  the  medical  empiric,  the  legal  pettifogger,  and  the  small  politi- 
cian, who  seldom  failed  to  receive,  and  sensibly  to  writhe  under  the 
castigation  of  his  pungent  shafts  of  witticism,  by  which,  with  acute 
aim,  he  rarely  failed  to  mark  his  victim. 

In  addition  to  his  familiarity  with  the  medical  literature  of  the 
day,  his  attention  was  so  far  given  to  belles-lettres  science,  that,  with 
the  aid  of  a  remarkably  retentive  memory,  many  of  the  classic  poets, 
as  Milton,  Dryden,  Pope,  Young  and  Johnson,  he  was  accustomed 
to  repeat  nearly  entire  from  memory. 

The  doctor  himself  possessed  a  rare  poetic  genius,  which,  however, 
was  more  employed  in  aid  of  occasions  inviting  the  exercise  of  his 
masculine  satirical  powers,  than  in  the  ordinary  gentle  effusions  of 
the  muses.     He  rarely  permitted  the  publication  of  his  poetic  pieces. 
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One,  however,  entitled  the  Quack,  directed  against  the  charlatanry 
of  a  professional  neighbor,  he  published  anonymously,  with  scathful 
effect  upon  its  unlucky  victim. 

Such  was  the  retentiveness  of  his  memory,  however,  that  most  of 
his  poetic  compositions,  he  could  readily  repeat.  Several  of  these  I 
have  heard  him  recite,  which  in  poetic  gracefulness  even  surpassed, 
while  the  pungency  of  their  satire  was  not  inferior  to  that  of  Peter 
Pindar  or  McFingal. 

Among  the  many  anecdotes  which  might  be  adduced  to  show  the 
doctor's  instant  wit  and  ready  application  of  quotation,  the  follow- 
ing is  pertinent.  Being  in  a  company  of  attorneys,  one  of  the  num- 
ber, with  the  design  to  rally  a  repartee,  asked  the  doctor  why  perpet- 
ual unbrotherly  feuds  were  so  characteristic  of  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  ?  at  the  same  time  boastingly  remarking,  "  Not  so 
with  us  lawyers ;  we  ever  live  in  neighborly  harmony  ;  quarrels 
hardly  being  known  to  exist  among  us."  Says  the  doctor  promptly 
in  the  language  of  Milton — 

"  Devil  with  devil  damned, 
Firm  concord  holds.     Men  only  disagree, 
Of  creatures  rational"  &c. 

As  a  physician,  Doct.  Hurlbut  was  doubtless  far  in  advance  of  the 
generality  of  his  cotemporaries.  His  views  of  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases approximated  more  to  modern  practice,  than  the  overdrugging 
which  characterized  the  era  in  which  he  practiced  his  profession. 
He  was  opposed  to  polypharmacy,  and  ever  directed  his  treatment 
with  a  view  to  aid  the  salutary  efforts  of  the  economy  in  its  struggles 
against  diseased  action,  rather  than  embarrass  them  by  the  burden- 
some influences  of  a  great  variety  and  excess  of  prescription.  The 
chief  object  which  he  ever  kept  in  view,  was  a  diet  and  regimen 
adapted  to  the  condition  of  his  patient,  and  the  exhibition  of  such 
medicines  as  existing  symptoms  appeared  to  indicate.  It  was  his 
marked  disapprobation  of  the  contrary  practice  pursued  by  most  of 
his  neighboring  brethren,  in  connection  with  the  pointedly  expressed 
disgust  of  the  petty  arts  practiced  for  procuring  patients,  which  drew 
upon  him  an  excess  of  their  hostility,  and  caused  him  to  be  frequent- 
ly denounced  by  them,  as  a  cynic  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

Doct.  Hurlbut  possessed  a  remarkably  fine  personal  appearance. 
His  form  was  commanding,  dignified  and  graceful.  In  conversation, 
his  language  was  chaste  and  select.  Vulgarisms,  whether  in  senti- 
ment or  expression,  met  his  frowning  rebuke  ;  and  all  acts  of  a  mean 
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and  dishonorable  character,  which  were  subjects  of  his  observation 
ever  met  the  flaying  force  of  his  satirical  lash.  He  was  scrupulously 
neat  in  his  person  and  temperate  in  his  habits.  He  was  a  regular 
reader  and  admirer  of  the  Bible,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  truths  of 
Christianity.  He  died  April  25th,  1825,  aged  80  years,  leaving  a 
reputation  that  will  long  survive  him  throughout  the  community  in 
which  he  lived. 

Being  a  neighbor  and  friend  to  the  doctor  in  the  early  period  of 
my  professional  life,  I  had  the  fortune  of  attending  him  in  his  last 
illness.  An  anecdote  occurred  at  that  time,  well  illustrative  of  his 
character  and  of  the  force  of  the  ruling  passion  in  death.  The  dis- 
ease which  terminated  his  life  was  a  paroxysmal,  and  extremely 
painful  affection  of  the  stomach,  of  an  obscure  nature.  For  several 
days  he  retained  an  unclouded  intellect.  During  the  intermissions 
of  the  painful  attacks  he  was,  ns  usual,  social  and  communicative. 
Being  sensible  of  his  approaching  end,  and  having  been  for  a  long 
period  on  unsocial  terms  with  Dr.  Hull,  he  expressed  the  commend- 
able wish  for  an  interview  for  the  purpose  of  a  reconciliation.  Dr. 
Hull  readily  reciprocated  the  feeling,  and  an  amicable  adjustment 
was  the  result.  During  the  interview,  in  the  absence  of  his  painful 
paroxysm,  the  doctor's  favorite  topic  of  medicine  happened  to  be  the 
subject  of  conversation  ;  and  ''  Hull's  C/iolic  Pills"  which  the  inva- 
lid ever  held  in  sneering  contempt,  became  the  object  of  a  jocose 
rally  upon  his  recent  friend.  Dr.  Hull  prudently  judging  that  the 
reconciliation  might  be  hazarded  by  attempting  defence,  suffered  the 
pleasantry  to  proceed  till  the  embarrassment  of  his  situation  elicited 
the  response  ;  "  Yes,  doctor,  those  pills  arc  a  favorite  hobby  of  mine" — 
"which  thousands  have  rode  to  death1."  was  continuously  supplied 
by  the  patient. 

Dr.  Asahel  Kitch  wa>  one  of  the  early  physicians  of  Redding, 
and  is  remembered  in  Fairfield  County,  as  a  worthy  man,  and  one  of 
its  most  respectable  practitioners  of  medicine.  He  was  among  the 
principal  pioneers  in  the  formation  of  the  County  Society,  but  died 
soon  after  its  organization.  His  death  occurred  in  1792,  or  about 
that  period.  I  understand  that  he  was  the  grandfather  of  Professor 
Knight  of  Yale  College. 

Among  the  physicians  of  Fairfield  County,  who  enjoyed  a  long  and 
successful  practice,  was  Dr.  Thomas  Davis  of  Redding.  He  was  a 
native  of  Washington,  Litchfield  County.  He  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  with  Dr.  Setli  Hastings,  of  that 
town,  a  physician  somewhat  distinguished,  I  am  informed,  as  a  medi- 
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cal  teacher.  Dr.  D.  previous  to  the  attainment  of  his  majority,  was 
admitted  as  a  partner  to  the  extensive  practice  of  his  preceptor. 
He  subsequently  removed,  and  practiced  medicine,  for  a  period,  in 
Sherman,  in  Fairfield  County.  In  1793,  on  the  decease  of  Dr.  Fitch, 
he  removed  to  Redding,  where  he  continued  in  the  duties  of  his 
profession,  till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1831. 

Dr.  Davis  possesses  the  reputation  of  being  among  the  first  of  the 
physicians  of  the  County  who  assumed  regularly  obstetrical  duties  ; 
and  so  successful  were  his  labors,  that  he  became  particularly  emi- 
nent in  that  department.  It  is  asserted  of  him,  that  during  the  long 
period  of  his  practice  he  never  lost  a  parturient  patient. 

The  doctor  being  summoned  as  an  important  witness  to  appear 
before  the  court  in  Fairfield,  and  not  appearing,  the  sheriff  was  sent 
to  compel  his  attendance.  Being  absent,  and  learning  on  his  return, 
that  the  officer  was  awaiting  at  a  public  house  in  the  vicinity,  he 
without  notice  to  the  official,  rode  to  Fairfield  and  appeared  before 
the  court.  On  the  question  occurring  with  the  court,  regarding  the 
costs  attending  the  capias,  he  requested  one  or  two  of  his  legal 
friends  to  excuse  his  delinquency.  The  judge  decided,  notwith- 
standing, that  the  law  must  be  observed  and  that  the  doctor  must 
bear  the  expenses.  Dr.  D.  then  requested  a  hearing  in  his  own  be- 
half; which,  being  granted,  remarked  "May  it  please  the  court;  I 
am  a  good  citizen  of  the  State,  and  since  I  was  summoned  to  attend 
this  court,  I  have  introduced  three  other  good  citizens  into  it."  The 
court  replied,  that  for  so  good  a  plea,  he  would  leave  the  parties  to 
pay  the  expenses.  The  doctor  received  the  congratulations  of  the 
bar  for  his  successful  defence. 

The  following  anecdote,  as  connected  with  another  subject  em- 
braced in  these  biographical  sketches,  and  also  with  a  t  historical 
event  occurring  in   this  convention,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  relate. 

Dr.  James  Potter  of  New  Fairfield,  when  on  his  way  to  our  an- 
nual convention,  at  which  he  was  to  deliver  an  address,  called  and 
spent  a  night  with  his  friend  Dr.  Davis.  The  orator  being  elated 
with  his  anticipated  exhibition,  and  several  of  his  acquaintances, 
among  whom  was  a  county  court  judge,  calling  on  him  in  the  eve- 
ning, they  united  with  his  host  in  persuading  him  to  rehearse  before 
them,  his  grandiloquent  speech.  After  the  family  and  domestics,  in- 
cluding an  African,  had  been  summoned,  with  the  view  numerically 
to  multiply  the  audience,  the  doctor  with  oratorical  pomp,  mounted 
the  rostrum,  (which  being  a  large  armed  chair,)  and  delighted  himself 
and  auditory  by  its  rehearsal. 
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The  chair  rendered  thus  memorable  has  been  presented  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  society.  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Davis,  one  or"  our  most 
respectable  divines,  is  the  only  male  descendant  of  Dr.  Davis. 

The  subject  to  which  I  have  directed  your  attention  has  led  to  a 
retrospect  into  the  darker  eras  of  our  professional  history ;  when 
both  physicians  and  the  public  enjoyed  few  of  the  advantages  of 
mental  culture  that  now  exist.  Credulity  and  ignorance,  fostered 
by  knavery,  there  appear  as  the  prominent  agents  in  misguiding  the 
public  mind  in  its  estimate  of  medical  science  and  the  object  and 
importance  of  its  cultivation,  as  well  as  to  lead  it  essentially  to  un- 
der-estimatc  the  character  and  object  of  the  profession  directing  its 
legitimate  administration. 

The  undiminished  influence  which  credulity  still  exerts  over  the 
public  mind,  in  the  present  comparatively  enlightened  period,  affords 
no  small  evidence  in  favor  of  the  position,  that  it  is  an  innate  pro- 
pensity, holding  a  no  less  important  relation  to  the  mind  than  that  of 
one  of  its  elementary  constituents,  which  will  probably  manifest  its 
activity  in  every  condition  of  society,  whatever  may  be  the  advan- 
tages enjoyed  for  its  discipline  ami  cultivation. 

In  such  view  of  the  origin  of  credulity,  it  is  true  that  the  appre- 
hension can  but  be  indulged,  that  in  some  form  of  manifestation,  it 
will  long  continue  to  counteract  the  teachings  of  reason  and  experi- 
ence, and  thus  ever  prove  an  obstante  that  will  be  likely  to  obstruct 
our  profession,  in  its  efforts  for  the  advancement  of  the  sanative  in- 
terests of  the  community. 

The  hope,  however,  may  be  entertained,  that  among  the  many  im- 
provements of  the  age,  such  a  system  of  culture  for  the  mind  will 
ultimately  be  devised,  that  its  several  faculties  may  be  taught  to  act 
in  their  appropriate  spheres,  and  a  healthy  rationality  be  substituted 
for  the  morbid  excrescences  of  reason  which  impostors  in  science 
originate  and  cherish,  with  the  object  of  accomplishing  their  detest- 
able designs.  It  is  those,  who,  at  the  present  time,  no  less  than  for- 
merly, distract  the  opinion  which  the  public  attempt  to  form  regard- 
ing the  value  and  importance  of  medical  science,  as  well  as  that  of 
theology  and  general  spiritual  agency. 

The  professions  of  medicine  and  theology,  as  embracing  within 
their  confines  a  larger  amount  of  perplexing  and  indefinite  mys- 
teries, the  one  of  the.  organic,  the  other  of  the  spiritual  world,  have 
ever  been  the  prolific  source  whence  impostors  in  science  derive  the 
aliment  indispensable  for  the  germination  and  growth  of  their  baleful 
progeny  of  errors  which  distract  and  mislead  public  sentiment  in  its 
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estimate  of  their  respective  merits.  The  professions  of  law  and  the 
common  arts  enjoy  a  comparative  exemption,  for  the  reason,  that 
their  principles  are  based  upon  sensible  observation,  and  therefore 
are  more  readily  comprehended  and  defined  by  the  ordinary  powers 
of  sense  and  reason,  which  most  persons  possess.  It  is  true  that  the 
offspring  of  evils  which  afflict  the  respective  professions  of  medi- 
cine and  theology  are  diversified  in  their  forms  ;  those  of  each 
being  moulded  by  the  varied  aliment  which  they  respectively 
supply;  yet  they  are  the  product  of  an  analogous  germ  of  men- 
tal origin,  and  it  is  therefore  undoubted  that  through  the  same 
remedy,  a  salutary  inculcation  of  truth  to  the  minds  of  the  affected, 
the  malady  of  each,  (if  eradicable)  is  to  be  suppressed. 

It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  any  efforts  having  reference  to  the 
suppression  of  evils  flowing  from  credulity,  that  afflict  the  several 
professions,  must  be  directed  against  the  genus,  rather  than  the  par- 
ticular species  or  variety  which  each  presents.  The  mental  foun- 
tain must  be  clarified,  before  the  Protean  errors  which  it  emanates 
can  be  corrected.  It  is  futile  for  the  profession  of  medicine  or  the- 
ology, or  even  the  political  reformer,  to  attempt  singly  to  combat  the 
impostor  or  fanatic  in  the  varied  form  which  he  assumes  in  their  re- 
spective departments.  He  can  alone  successfully  be  encountered,  by 
the  more  rational  of  all  the  professions  unitedly  instructing  the  af- 
fected in  a  judicious  exercise  of  their  senses  and  reason,  and  the 
rejection  of  all  such  appeals  made  to  their  imagination,  which  are 
unsustained  by  evidence  derived  from  these  generally  safe  guides 
and  faithful  monitors. 

It  would  appear  that  evils  thus  identical  in  their  character  and 
origin,  ought  to  inspire  a  mutuality  of  interest  in  the  suffering  pro- 
fessions for  their  eradication.  It  is,  however,  a  fact  much  to  be  re- 
gretted, that,  whilst  the  influence  of  medical  science,  and  generally 
the  efforts  of  physicians,  have  been  applied  to  counteract  the  com- 
mon maladies  originating  from  "  redulity,  they  have  not  received 
corresponding  aid  from  the  clerical  profession,  their  joint  sufferer 
from  the  evil.  While  the  latter  has  been  strenuous  in  its  attempts 
to  suppress  the  impostor  and  fanatic  in  religion,  a  large  portion  of 
its  members  have  too  frequently  supplied  their  influence  in  aid  of 
the  quack  in  medicine,  in  his  adventures  for  fortune  upon  the  health 
and  lives  of  the  credulous  in  community. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  men  of  education  and  influence  like 
these,  who  by  their  profession  hold  the  exalted  position  of  moral  and 
religious  instructors  and  conservators,  should  thus  unintentionally  be 


57 

made  instrumental  in  furtherance  of  the  basely  selfish  designs  of  the 
knave  and  impostor  in  medicine.     The  explanation  of  the  phenome- 
non may  possibly  be  derived  from  the  fact,  that  their  minds,  through 
habits  acquired   in  their   investigation  of  the  revealed  mysteries  of 
theology,  and  the  habitual  assent  which  they  are   accustomed  to  be- 
stow, on  evidence  supplied  by  faith,  upon  the  important  truths  which 
their   profession  requires  them  to  teach,  arc  more  prone  than  others 
of  equal  mental  discipline  and  understanding,  to  yield  their  credence 
to   the    pretended    marvelous    revelations    of  the   rmack ;  especially 
when  such   are    assumed  as  results  of  unwearied  investigation   into 
the  mysteries  embraced  in  the  laws  of  organic  structure,  and  its  con- 
comitant, the  vital  principle. 

I  am  gratified,  however,  in  expressing  my  conviction,  that  far  the 
larger  portion  of  the  more  intelligent  and  influential  of  this  most  re- 
spectable and  useful  body  of  our  fellow-citizens,  are  in  no  degree 
chargeable  with  this  error  of  judgment  regarding  the  merits  of  the 
medical  profession,  of  which  we  complain.  These  have  ever  be- 
stowed their  individual  influence  in  sustaining  the  claims  which  it 
holds  upon  the  community  for  a  just  appreciation  of  its  labors  in  its 
behalf.  Could  their  powerful  influence  be  made  available  in  their 
several  public  bodies,  the  hordes  of  empiricism  would  In;  weakened 
in  their  most  important  Entrenchments,  and  tie-  lesser  positions  to 
which  they  would  be  compelled  to  resort,  would  curtail  their  ability 
of  indicting  the  evils  in  which  they  have  too  long  and  too  success- 
fully reveled. 

I  would  therefore  close  this  address,  already  extended  beyond  the 
limits  originally  designed,  by  the  suggestion  for  your  consideration, 
whether,  by  instituting  officially  joint  measures  (could  such  be  ef- 
fected) between  clerical  and  medical  public  associations  in  reference 
to  the  emergency  arising  from  the  evils  through  which  both  are  suffer- 
ers, thev  might  not  be  essentially  lessened,  if  not  eradicated.  Could 
sueh  concerted  action  be  effected,  it  is  rational  to  hope,  nay  it  is  mor- 
ally certain,  that  their  united  influence  would  effect  much  in  the 
correction  of  public  sentiment  in  its  erroneous  views  of  the  obscu- 
rities which  the  science  of  each  embraces.  By  a  salutary  discipline 
thus  forcibly  inculcated,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  success  of 
the  impostor,  both  in  religion  and  medicine,  would  be  materially 
checked  and  his  influence  curtailed,  if  not  eradicated. 

Although  the  views  suggested  may  be  deemed  too  Utopian  for  hu- 
man nature  with   its  existing  structure,  yet  permit  me  to  express  the 
belief,  that  by  judiciously  directed  concurrent  efforts  of  the  two  pro- 
5 


58 

fessions,  aided  by  the  intelligent  of  all  classes,  the  hydra  would  be 
effectually  suppressed,  and  its  influence,  hitherto  so  detrimental  to  the 
advancement  of  useful  science  and  the  public  welfare,  would  be  en- 
feebled and  powerless,  by  thus  exhausting  the  aliment  required  to 
sustain  its  growth. 

In  retiring  from  this  presidential  seat  which  you  have  successively 
assigned  me,  accept,  gentlemen,  my  thanks  for  the  honor  you 
have  conferred,  and  for  your  indulgence  of  the  imperfect  ability 
which  I  am  conscious  of  having  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  its 
responsible  duties.  During  the  period  of  my  occupancy  of  this 
station,  and  a  long  previous  experience  as  a  member  of  this  conven- 
tion, it  has  been  my  good  fortune,  uniformly  to  witness  a  manifesta- 
tion of  a  most  harmonious  and  fraternal  feeling  among  its  members, 
amid  all  the  discussions  of  the  various  subjects  of  legislation  that 
have  been  submitted  to  its  action.  While  in  most  deliberative  bodies, 
party  or  sectional  interests  are  too  prone  to  originate  unsocial  pas- 
sion, and  to  excite  angry  debate,  no  such  exhibition  has  here  been 
indulged.  On  the  contrary,  a  unity  of  purpose,  directed  solely  to 
the  advancement  of  the  medical  profession  in  respectability  and  use- 
fulness, has  ever  signally  appeared  as  the  actuating  principle  gov- 
erning each  of  its  members. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  express  the  hope  that  the  same  benevo- 
lent object  will  ever  direct  the  deliberations  of  all  your  future  con- 
vocations ;  and  also  my  convictions  that  a  continuance  of  the  same 
course  of  prudent  legislation,  that  has  characterized  the  past,  will  not 
fail  progressively  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  medical  profession 
of  Connecticut,  to  a  position  unsurpassed  by  that  of  its  brethren  of 
other  communities,  or  of  either  of  the  learned  professions  ;  and 
where  it  may  survey  unconcerned,  the  puny  assaults  of  a  reckless 
empiricism,  which  will  doubtless,  long  be  sustained  with  the  hope  of 
inviting  a  novel-loving  public  to  contribute  aid  for  the  promotion  of 
its  interest  and  aggrandizement. 

lean  not,  Gentlemen,  in  justice  to  my  feelings,  close  without  ex- 
pressing the  deep  sense  with  which  I  am  impressed  by  the  recent 
event  which  has  deprived  the  medical  profession  of  several  of  its 
shining  ornaments,  as  well  as  this  Society  of  two  of  its  most  active, 
respectable  and  efficient  members. 

I  presume  that  in  common  with  myself,  there  are  members  of  this 
body  who  anticipated  a  cordial  and  friendly  greeting  with  our  es- 
teemed friends  and  colleagues,  who  have  now  retired  from  all  earthly 
scenes,  but  whom  a  few  days  since  we  had  apparent  reason  to  be- 
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lieve  little  short  of  a  grave  providential  dispensation  would  be 
likely  to  deprive  us  of  their  presence.  Their  visages  in  our  hall  of 
convocation  have  been,  heretofore,  nearly  as  familiar  as  its  fixtures 
by  which  we  are  surrounded,  and  there  are  recollections  thus  made 
vivid,  which  are  peculiarly  calculated  to  add  deeper  poignancy  to  the 
event  which  we  doubtless  all  in  common  deplore. 

From  the  one,  Doct.  Samuel  Beach,  selected  at  our  last  annual 
meeting  as  Dissertator,  we  had  the  apparent  good  reason  to  ex- 
pect an  interesting  and  instructive  communication.  But  in  this,  our 
hopes  are  annihilated,  and  it  is  becoming  in  us  devoutly  to  submit  to 
the  act  of  superior  Wisdom  which  has  interposed  and  frustrated  our 
cherished  expectations.  Of  the  character  of  Doct.  Beach  as  a  citi- 
zen, a  physician  and  friend,  I  can  not  refrain  from  the  remark  that, 
during  a  long  experience  of  friendly  and  intimate  intercourse,  I  have 
ever  found  him  uniform  in  the  exercise  of  the  qualities  of  an  honest 
man,  a  gentleman  and  philanthropist ;  while  aa  a  member  of  the 
Medical  Society  and  profession,  it  is  no  disparagement  to  any  of  its 
members  In  say,  that  in  zeal  for  the  promotion  of  their  interests  and 
prosperity,  he  was  surpassed  by  none. 

Of  Doct.  Archibald  Welch,  surrounded  as  I  am  by  his  friends 
and  neighboring  brethren,  and  in  consequence  of  the  position  which 
he  has  long  held  ill  this  Convention,  as  a  member,  as  having  fill- 
filled  various  official  duties  in  its  connection,  including  those  of  the 
occupancy  of  the  chair,  my  attempt  at  his  eulogy  is  rendered  unnec- 
essary. Personally,  however,  1  am  inclined  to  state  that  during  an 
acquaintance  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  I  have  uniformly 
had  occasion  to  admire  his  characteristic  urbanity  and  gentlemanly 
deportment,  and  for  a  number  of  years,  being  officially  associated  with 
him  in  the  discharge  of  public  professional  duties,  I  have  experi- 
enced the  benefits  of  his  \  aluable  friendship  and  more  intimate  social 
intercourse.  Generally,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  add,  that,  aa  an  exam- 
ple of  zeal  for  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  the  profession,  he 
has  left  no  superior. 

But  an  afflictive  Providence  lias  interposed  ami  the  cherished 
hopes  of  future  interviews  with  me.  and  with  you,  are  thus  abruptly 
terminated.  It  only  remains  therefore  for  us  to  emulate  the  worthy 
example  which  may  be  derived  from  the  lives  of  the  individuals 
whose  career  on  earth  has  been  30  suddenly  arrested. 

While   then   in  common   with  their  families  and  numerous  circles 

of  friends,  we  deplore  the  loss  inflicted  by  the  awful  event,  let  uspro- 

Dnally  improve  the  admonition,  that  the  Guardians  of  life  are, 
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alike  with  their  charge,  suhject  to  the  various  forms  of  death  which 
their  vocation  calls  upon  them  to  combat ;  and  that  on  separating  at 
the  close  of  our  annual  convocations,  no  eye  but  that  of  an  inscru- 
table Providence  can  designate  those  from  our  number,  whose  linea- 
ments will  cease  to  animate  us  in  future  assemblages,  but  in  the 
reminiscence  inspired  by  their  virtues  which  survive  them. 


REMARKS 


ON 


POPULARIZING   MEDICAL   TRUTH. 

By  the  late  SAMUEL  BEACH,  M.  D., 

OF    BRIDGEPORT,    CONN. 


In  all  the  departments  of  medical  knowledge,  principles  elaborated 
and  settled  on  the  foundations  of  truth,  which  can  not  he  rationally 
disputed,  are  valuable.  The  labor  necessary  for  accomplishing  this 
in  some  of  the  subjects  of  the  profession,  is  very  great ;  and  can  be 
shown  to  be  true,  so  as  to  be  entitled  to  an  intelligent  confidence, 
only  by  a  long  and  tried  experience,  the  record  of  many  tacts,  and 
the  results  of  this  experience  stated  by  an  observer  who  is  known  to 
he  accustomed  to  utter  truth  ;  while  some  of  the  principles  of  the 
profession  may  be  demonstrated  by  very  simple  processes  of  reason- 
ing, or  readily  seen  to  be  of  extensive  use  to  human  society,  to  very 
limited  observation,  or  by  their  practical  working.  Our  most  im- 
portant principles  and  truths  on  which  our  science  is  founded,  are  of 
the  former  description.  They  have  been  established  by  long  and 
patient  labor  and  observation  ;  and  their  correctness  continued  by 
the  experience  of  successive  men  in  successive  generations.  Hence, 
then,  medical  science  must  be  gradual  in  its  progress  and  complete 
only  when  human  knowledge  is  perfect.  A  discovery  in  some  one 
of  the  departments  of  medicine  is  very  possible  to  occur  with  limited 
experience  ;  but  so  much  is  included  in  what  constitutes  the  circle 
of  medical  science,  that  a  mw  system  must  be  the  work  of  toil  and 
time.  All  the  principles  on  which  it  must  rest  to  be  entitled  to  pub- 
lic confidence,  must  be  tried  by  the  experience  of  many  years. 

Medicine  includes  such  a  wide  range  of  subjects,  that  in  some  of 
its  most  important  departments,  the  united  experience  of  several  ob- 
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servers  becomes  necessary  for  the  fullest  establishment  of  truth. 
The  field  is  so  broad — collateral  subjects  of  knowledge  have  been  so 
long  culminating  around  it,  that  no  industry  is  fully  sufficient,  no 
perseverance  scarcely  adequate  to  master  all  the  requirements  to 
qualify  the  mind  of  the  physician  to  fully  appreciate  all  its  impor- 
tant truths. 

Those  which  have  been  received  and  established  as  medical  phi- 
losophy have  then  attached  to  them  a  peculiar  value. 

They  have  both  an  intrinsic  and  relative  value  ;  intrinsic,  because 
of  the  cost  with  which  they  have  been  procured,  and  because  they 
have  in  them  the  means  of  extensive  human  benefit,  and  are  associated 
by  all  the  wise  and  good  with  the  great  truths  of  natural  science,  and 
relative  because  they  become  central  points  on  which  the  whole  sys- 
tem rests  when  properly  understood,  with  unshaken  stability,  and  com- 
pared with  the  assumed  truths  of  visionary  and  false  systems  are  as 
the  gems  and  the  fine  gold  to  the  tinsel  and  the  dross.  Medical  truth 
was  never  more  valuable  than  at  the  present  period.  The  broad-cast 
intelligence  of  the  age  has  fostered  a  pride  of  opinion  by  which  men 
of  small  qualifications  propound  and  advocate  theories  with  a  puny 
logic  which,  for  a  time,  attracts  attention  and  hinders  the  progress  of 
truth,  so  that  a  principle  having  the  highest  claims  to  confidence 
with  those  qualified  to  judge  of  its  merits,  still  must  make  slow  pro- 
gress to  general  dissemination  and  be  in  such  a  relation  for  a  long 
time  circumscribed  in  its  usefulness. 

The  same  means  of  intelligence  carries  information  on  the  vari- 
ous topics  of  the  times,  to  the  day  laborer,  and  to  the  mechanic's 
bench.  With  but  a  moderate  degree  of  industry  in  improving  the 
vacant  hours  he  comes  to  have  opinions  on  the  measures  of  the  gen- 
eral government — on  the  hair-splitting  subjects  of  theology,  and  why, 
with  such  advantages,  and  his  experience  with  a  numerous  family, 
should  he  not  be  entitled  to  opinions  on  the  nature  of  disease  and 
the  mode  of  cure  ?  Thus  hasty  opinions,  impulsive  conclusions  and 
some  of  the  truths  of  science,  perchance,  mingle  promiscuously,  and 
ask  encouragement  of  the  highest  bidder.  Error  on  medical  sub- 
jects, is  in  this  way  becoming  incorporated  with  the  growth  of  our 
communities,  and  sound  philosophic  truth  compromised  with  the 
vague  theories,  presumptive  and  superficial  views  of  the  system  and 
practice  of  the  regular  profession.  Until  in  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
try where  there  is  no  proper  representation  of  the  profession,  in  men 
furnished  with  the  means  of  counteracting  influences  on  such  a  state 
of  things,  skepticism  and  delusion  are  rampant  and  theories  not  1n  ac- 
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cordance  with  established  truths  have  gained  temporary  and  some- 
times permanent  friends,  so  as  to  be  capable  of  effecting  for  the  time, 
fatal  mischiefs  on  the  best  interests  of  life  and  health. 

While  these  agitating  causes  operate  so  injuriously  on  the  right- 
ful reign  of  medical  truth  in  the  masses ;  the  profession  is  by  no 
means  exempt  from  contagion  from  the  same  sources.  A  class  of 
minds  poorly  qualified  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  any  system,  by  im- 
perfect education,  and  at  the  same  time  not  very  anxious  to  adopt 
ri^'lit  theories  or  to  pursue  right  practice  on  account  of  moral  con- 
siderations, embrace  views  more  with  reference  to  their  value  for 
obtaining  their  bread,  than  from  what  they  can  -<•••  in  them  of  the 
soundness  of  medical  philosophy,  and  so  they  are  ready  to  adopt 
new  ones  whenever  the  changes  in  public  sentiment  lead  them  to  ex- 
pect a  greater  benefit  from  such  a  source. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  in  this  connection,  to  the  pro- 
fession,  and  the  country,  the  value  of  a  thorough  medical  education, 
by  which  tin-  great  truths  of  tin'  regular  system  should  be  thoroughly 
fixed  in  the  mind,  in  theory  ami  practice,  of  all  who  com.-  into  the 
profession. 

However  the  future  history  of  the  profession  in  the  great  field  of 
discovery  and  improvement  might  make  it  necessary  to  vary  in  some 
of  th«'  less  important  departments  both  in  theory  and  practice.  still, 
the  main  principles  on  which  the  structure  chiefly  rests,  must  ever 
be  the  same.  No  great  rejection  of  the  fundamentals,  no  wholesale 
discarding  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  the  fathers,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  new  ones,  can  ever  in  the  nature  of  thing-,  take  place.  In- 
COrporated  with,  and  involved  in  the  present  principles  and  truths  of 
medical  science,  are  many  of  the  first  principles  of  natural  philoso- 
phy, on  which  is  fixed  the  superstructure  of  all  the  most  important 
departments  of  human  knowledge — and  where  else  in  the  divine 
plan  of  maturing  the  progress  of  things,  has  the  human  labor  of  ages 
in  developing  great  first  principles  so  ruthlessly  been  set  at  naught? 
We  may  confidently  look  hack  in  vain,  and  forward  with  no  reasona- 
ble expectation  of  such  a  sacrifice. 

To  return  to  the  increasing  necessity  of  vigilance  over  the  qualifi- 
cations necessary  for  the  profession.  When  the  present  efforts  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  shall  have  accomplished  their 
high  designs  in  this  respect,  and  in  reference  to  their  efforts  on  the 
subject  of  adulterations,  the  profession  will  have  achieved  a  triumph, 
when  much  less  may  be  apprehended  from  these  numerous  sources 

of  error. 

"  Shallow  draughts  intoxicate  the  brain'' 
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has  its  significancy  of  application  more  in  reference  to  medical  knowl- 
edge than  any  other  department  of  learning.  Loose  and  imperfect 
qualifications  in  so  many  of  the  profession,  most  undoubtedly,  are 
among  the  greatest  antagonistic  influences  to  the  dissemination  of  the 
truth  of  correct  medical  practice  with  which  we  have  to  contend. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  wherever  men  are  left  to  form  their  own 
opinions  of  subjects  of  natural  or  moral  science  of  difficult  demon- 
strations, or  with  minds  poorly  furnished  to  meet  the  magnitude  of 
the  subjects,  the  variety  of  views  will  be  like  the  variety  of  minds, 
and  seldom  will  agree  to  any  decisions  any  longer  than  till  a  new 
theory  is  propounded  and  advocated  with  some  adroitness,  and  the 
common  fancy  for  the  novelty  of  the  new  will  gain  attention,  when 
it  has  but  little  merit  further  than  in  the  boldness  and  assurance  with 
which  it  is  defended. 

The  alarming  manner  in  which  the  false  theories  and  systems  of 
practice  are  gaining  attention,  calls  for  the  special  attention  of  the 
profession  and  for  an  investigation  so  careful  and  appropriate  that 
the  remedy  shall  be  understood  and  successfully  applied.  Nor 
should  it  be  regarded  as  particularly  assuming  and  selfish  in  the 
profession,  that  the  responsibility  of  doing  this  should  be  by  us  fully 
assumed. 

Qualified  as  we  should  be  for  sustaining  our  high  responsibilities, 
we  are  and  must  be  the  supervisors  of  our  own  and  the  public  good 
in  this  respect,  and  with  no  sparing  hand  ought  we  to  deal  out  the 
most  decided  approbation  of  all  sound  and  well  informed  men  and 
sound  and  well  constructed  principles  and  practice  of  our  charge, 
while  for  no  minor  consideration  or  sinister  motives  should  we  with- 
hold the  severest  animadversions  and  the  sternest  anathemas  on  the 
false  and  speculating  systems  of  the  times.  It  is  meet  and  proper, 
it  is  expected  that  if  we  have  medical  truths  on  which  our  system  is 
founded  which  can  stand  the  scrutiny  of  minds  capable  of  intelligent 
and  thorough  investigation,  that  these  should  be  represented  in  some 
manner  so  as  to  be  stript  of  their  technicalities  and  relieved  of  their 
mystical  relation  to  the  profession,  as  isolated  in  this  respect,  from 
the  rest  of  the  world,  and  in  some  clear  and  intelligible  manner, 
shown  to  be  the  imperishable  truths  of  natural  science  entitled  to  the 
highest  confidence  of  the  public  mind. 

Hitherto  our  system  has  been  too  much  a  system  of  practice. 
Each  man  in  his  way  employing  the  most  of  his  own  life  in  ob- 
servation which  should  establish  or  reject  the  correctness  of  the  prac- 
tice of  his  teachers  and  predecessors ;  while  with  the  mass  of  the 
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faculty  the  necessity  of  elaborating  and  teaching  to  others  the  great 
truths  has  been  overlooked,  and  the  necessity  of  traversing  anew  the 
same  great  field  of  observation  appears  to  each  successive  genera- 
tion of  practitioners  as  the  first  and  most  important  duty  of  their  lives; 
and  thus  the  same  round  of  beaten  track  is  passed  over  as  we  suc- 
ceed each  other.  We  have  now  other  duties  to  perform.  The  day 
has  at  length  come  when  before  the  intelligence,  such  as  it  is,  of  the 
age,  every  system  must  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits,  as  they  can 
be  illustrated  and  defended  to  the  masses. 

It  is  not  sufficient  that  we  understand  the  truths  of  medical  science 
among  ourselves.  The  people  by  whom  the  system  i-  approved  or 
rejected  and  from  whom  its  support  is  to  come,  must  have  the  differ- 
ent Bystcms  in  review,  and  will  most  assuredly  adopt  that  which 
they  can  most  clearly  comprehend.  It  is  not  necessary  that  we 
should  attempt  the  herculean  task  of  educating  the  public  mind  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  only  necessary  that  some  of  our  most  important 
ami  fundamental  truths  should  have  wide  circulation  in  language  SO 
familiar  that  all  may  understand.  As  difficult  as  this  may  at  first 
seem,  such  facilities  are  now  offered  lor  popularizing  every  subject 
in  which  the  public  has  an  important  interest,  that  the  greatest  obsta- 
cles may  be  surmounted.  So  much  has  been  accomplished  in  every 
other  department  of  life,  such  amazing  results  in  all  the  business  and 
benevolent  relations  of  civilized  society,  that  the  same  principle  ap- 
plied to  extending  the  no  less  important  truths  that  relate  to  lite  and 
health  would  soon  accomplish  all  that  the  most  sanguine  could  ex- 
pect. The  organizations  which  we  have  already  in  operation,  with 
well  directed  effort,  might  revolutionize  the  public  mind  and  place  all 
the  important  truths  beyond  the  annoying  reach  of  empyrical  preten- 
ses and  schemes. 

Each  individual  of  the  profession,  in  his  own  way,  by  a  little  ef- 
fort, might  make  his  influence  felt  in  his  own  circle.  Yet,  he  who 
is  devoted  to  his  daily  round  of  clinical  duties  can  have  but  a  fee- 
ble influence  extending  beyond.  The  kind  of  confidence  reposed  in 
him  as  one  in  the  great  medical  body,  is  only  that  which  is  derived 
from  their  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  bis  genera]  ability  for  accom- 
plishing,  in  the  lust  way,  whatever  he  undertakes.  The  confidence 
is  in  the  man  rather  than  in  the  system  under  which  he  practices. 
And  however  successful  he  may  be  in  multiplying  his  patient-,  and  his 
friend-,  or  establishing  himself  in  public  estimation  as  the  best  prac- 
titioner in  the  county,  he  will  do  but  little  toward  fixing  in  the  public 
mind  the  right  kind  of  confidence  in   the   great  truths  of  his  system 
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which  will  last  and  afford  a  perpetual  munition  of  defense  against 
the  invasions  of  the  new  systems  which  shall  be  ever  and  anon  ris- 
ing for  a  chance  when  he  has  left  the  field  of  contest  for  others  less 
experienced  to  occupy. 

Here  and  there  a  mind  of  uncommon  powers  may  have  so  perse- 
veringly  advocated  and  perhaps  publicly  instructed  in  the  principles 
of  his  system  as  to  have  made  some  impression  in  the  comparatively 
short  period  of  his  medical  career — but  hitherto  in  the  history  of 
medicine  this  has  been  exerted  on  the  profession  and  though  the  peo- 
ple may  have  been  through  such  a  source  passively  benefited,  yet 
to  see  all  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  from  such  an  influence, 
these  truths  should  have  been  simplified  and  popularized,  until  the 
people  should  see  their  appropriateness  to  answer  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  designed — their  genuineness  therefore  justly  enti- 
tled to  their  undivided  confidence. 

This  deficiency  in  the  general  diffusion  of  some  of  the  main  and 
appreciable  truths  of  medicine  has  left  open  the  door  for  competition 
from  unworthy  sources,  and  the  profession  is  thrown  into  the  position 
of  strife  for  the  mastery,  with  company  who  will  not  bear  the  least 
comparison  in  real  qualifications  for  snch  an  effort.  And  still  the 
strife  goes  on,  the  profession  still  necessarily  exposed  to  the  annoyan- 
ces of  laboring  in  the  field  of  competition  with  them  and  exposed  to 
the  discredits  of  such  company  ;  and  while  too  the  acclamations  of  vic- 
tory from  the  crowd  go  up  now  and  anon  for  ignorance  and  error, 
truth  of  necessity  submits,  is  mortified  and  disheartened  with  appa- 
rent defeat.  It  is  scarcely  in  the  power  of  the  profession  to  remedy 
this  false  state  of  things,  so  long  as  the  first  principles  on  which  our 
system  is  founded,  have  their  circulation  in,  and  are  understood  only 
by  the  profession^while  error  and  systems  of  one  idea  are  in  all  the 
public  prints,  and  with  all  the  impudence  and  effrontery  of  their  ad- 
vocates, known  and  read  of  all  men.  The  voice  of  the  people  is, 
in  this  sense  peculiarly  regarded  as  the  voice  of  the  gods,  and  what 
has  once  had  the  award  of  truth  before  such  a  court  and  jury,  will 
find  under  the  habits  of  our  institutions,  but  a  sorry  prospect  of  ap- 
peal to  the  tribunals  of  science. 

The  simplicity  of  the  false  systems  are  continual  temptations 
with  the  masses  to  experiment.  If  one  truth  in  a  new  system  is 
seen,  it  is  enough  to  entitle  it  to  attention  until  it  is  proved  false  ; 
which,  with  the  various  appliances  of  their  designing  advocates,  and 
the  indisposition  of  human  nature  to  acknowledge  itself  in  a  false 
position,  becomes  no  easy  task  to  controvert. 
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The  obstinacy  of  pride  of  opinion  when  once  committed  to  a  false 
system,  and  the  various  subterfuges  and  shifts  even  at  the  imminent 
hazard  of  their  own  lives,  and  the  lives  of  their  families,  were  it  not 
too  serious,  would  often  be  not  a  little  amusing,  and  show  how  under 
such  a  condition  of  mind,  wisdom  and  common  sense  will  tend  to 
make,  and  sometimes  really  do  make  profound  obeisance  to  the 
most  consummate  ignorance  and  folly. 

I  have  a  case  to  illustrate.  A  very  respectable  family,  the  male 
head  of  which  was  for  a  number  of  years  editor  and  proprietor  of 
one  of  our  oldest  political  journals,  had  the  medical  advice  for 
twenty  years  of  one  of  our  oldest  physicians  and  surgeons  to  their 
entire  satisfaction.  Near  the  close  of  this  time  the  female  head  of 
this  family,  had  in  New  York,  or  somewhere  among  her  out  of 
town  friends,  caught  the  charm  and  simplicity  of  the  one  idea, 
similia  simillibus,  curantur,  and  after  being  dulv  provided  with  a 
pocket  box  of  the  infinitesimal';,  and  having  experimented  on  her 
own  family  in  numerous  case-,  signified  to  her  neighbors,  f'n--t.  her 
alarming  apprehension  of  the  regulars,  and  then.  \\tv  linnrsf  confi- 
dence in  the  new  system.  She  was  now  folly  committed  to  the  new 
system,  and  against  the  old.  The  fen  remaining  yean  of  life  were 
industriously  employed  in  prosi  lyting  to  keep  herself  i npany  in 

the  new  position,  until  at  length  she  and  her  daughter,  Were  seized 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  with  tertian  intermittent.  She  had  learned 
at  the  feet  of  Hahnemann  exactly  what  was  calculated  to  enter  into, 
the  perfect  pathology  of  this  disease  and  speedilv  expel  the  ruth- 
less invader  from  the  personal  domain  of  herself  and  daughter. 
The  tine  qua  n>>ti  was  administered  in  the  scale  of  dilutions,  month 
after  month  ;  the  disease,  the  while,  not  heeding  his  spiritual  oppo- 
nent, still  pursued  its  fatal  ravages  on  the  feeble  frames  of  the  mother 
and  daughter,  until  the  mother  first  sank  and  died,  under  a  deter- 
mination to  the  brain.  The  daughter  with  the  ruling  passion  strong 
in  death,  was  still  disposed  to  give  the  system  a  fair  trial,  continued 
two  or  three  months  longer  and  died  with  disease  of  the  lungs,  both 
having  the  chills  and  fever  until  the  close  or  near  the  close  of  their 
lives. 

This  pride  of  opinion  has  become  an  important  element  with  which 
medical  truth  has  to  contend  ;  and  where  is  it  more  offensive  and 
more  likely  to  operate  obstinately,  as  in  the  above  case,  than  in  the 
class  of  community  now  so  much  taken  with  infinitesimals,  the  ar- 
istocracy?  Catching  influences  from  those  crude  and  erroneous 
views  of  the  theory  and  practice  from  all  the  numerous  sources,  and 
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while  no  opposing  influences  are  at  hand  to  bear  on  their  minds,  the 
adopted  sentiments  become  theirs  to  warrant  and  defend  as  their 
families  and  their  homestead,  and  any  attack  on  them  is  at  once  re- 
garded as  really  an  invasion  of  their  rights,  to  be  repelled  vi  et 
armis  as  an  attack  on  either  of  these.  Most  other  subjects  of  sci- 
ence are  far  in  advance  of  medicine  in  this  respect.  The  great 
truths  on  which  they  depend  for  the  soundness  of  their  philosophy 
have  been  popularized,  so  that  when  once  understood  as  indisputably 
true,  they  are  no  longer  questioned  or  doubted,  more  than  any  of 
the  other  truths  of  natural  science. 

The  common  objection  to  this  course  with  medical  subjects,  which 
has  so  often  hindered  the  faculty  from  any  attempt  at  this,  must  be 
dismissed  as  without  foundation  ;  and  though  true  relatively  to  some 
other  subjects  of  human  knowledge,  is  not  positively  and  wholly 
true.  I  mean,  that  medicine  is  not  a  demonstrable  science  and  there 
is  too  much  uncertainty  for  public  appreciation.  If,  indeed,  after 
the  lapse  of  two  thousand  years  of  faithful  and  laborious  investiga- 
tion by  some  of  the  best  minds  the  world  ever  saw,  there  are  no 
great  truths  of  medical  philosophy  capable  of  being  shown  as  de- 
monstrable and  certain — it  is  surely  the  only  field  of  human  labor  to 
which  the  mind  of  man  has  been  applied  so  long  and  so  faithfully 
without  success. 

These  allegations  come  from  sources  unworthy  of  confidence,  and 
continually  contribute  to  the  popular  skepticism  on  the  subjects  of 
our  profession.  Medical  truth  properly  simplified  would  not  be  re- 
garded as  uncertain  by  the  general  intelligence  of  the  times,  but  ver- 
itable and  true,  as  any  other  subjects  of  science. 

What  then  are  some  of  the  truths  of  medical  science,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  established  and  capable  of  illustration  to  the  non-pro- 
fessional, so  as  to  be  entitled  to  their  unshaken  confidence  ? 

It  may  be  first  necessary  to  see  in  contrast  what  is  not  true  in 
medical  theory,  that  we  may  better  understand  the  merits  of  what  is 
really  true. 

One  of  the  greatest  sources  of  error  in  the  public  estimation  of 
the  false  systems  has  been  the  tendency  to  receive  partial  truth  for 
whole  truth ;  and  when  such  partial  truth  or  principle  is  applied  to 
general  practice,  the  principle  instead  of  being  true  in  general,  loses 
its  worth  as  a  correct  general  principle  and  is  only  true  in  its  local 
or  special  application.  For  example,  it  may  be  true  that  an  igno- 
ramus may  have  a  correct  diagnosis  of  a  given  disease,  or  that  he 
may  applya  correct  remedy  for  its  removal,  while  it  is  most  obviously 


69 

not  true  that  inferior  qualifications  would  as  certainly  insure  correct 
estimates  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  treatment  in  the  promiscuous 
and  more  general  intercourse  with  the  maladies  of  the  human  system 

No  department  of  life  involving  responsibilities  so  important,  re- 
quires a  larger  range  of  accurate  and  high  qualifications  for  success- 
fully discharging  the  duties  of  the  same  than  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine. He  who  assumes  the  practice  of  the  healing  art,  should  be  fa- 
miliar with,  and  accurate  in  nearly  the  whole  field  of  natural  sci- 
ence ;  and  in  every  respect  in  which  he  is  deficient  in  these,  he  is 
liable  to  fail  in  the  accuracy  and  success  of  his  practice.  And 
whether  by  acceptable  personal  deportment,  or  high  moral  qualities 
alone,  or  general  intelligence,  or  tact  in  gaining  friends  he  has  ob- 
tained the  public  confidence,  it  is  not  true  that  he  is  as  justly  entitled 
to  it  as  he  would  be,  if  fully  furnished  in  all  the  requirements  of  sci- 
ence necessary  to  make  a  well  educated  man. 

The  idea  that  has  too  extensively  prevailed  that  mere  tact  will  sup- 
ply deficiencies  of  education  in  our  profession,  lias  alwavs  proved 
detrimental  to  its  best  interests.  It  lias  been  employed  for  selfish 
and  unworthy  purposes  with  some  success,  but  still  its  effect  on  the 
general  character  of  the  profession  lias  been  bad. 

Again,  several  of  the  false  systems  of  medicine  depend  for  their 
popular  acceptance  on  the  prominence  of  one  important  truth,  which 
is  so  constantly  kept  in  view  as  to  decieve  the  uninitiated  as  to  the 
general  truth  of  the  system.  It  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  to  this 
manner  of  representation  that  the  principle  of  Hahnemann,  similia 
rimillibut  eu«m<ur,has  been  so  successful  as  representing  the  whole 
system  as  true,  when  in  its  general  application  it  is  not  true;  neither 
is  it  true  that  the  pathology  can  be  obtained  by  the  "totality  of  the 
symptoms" — and  who  does  not  know  that  the  principle  of  Hahne- 
mann is  entirely  false,  that  "  there  is  nothing  to  cure  but  the  sufferings 
of  the  patient." 

My  object  is  only  to  give  examples  and  not  to  allude  to  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  misrepresentations  of  the  false  systems  of  this  "re- 
former." The  same  may  be  said  of  the  truth  on  which  the  theory 
of  Samuel  Thompson  was  attempted  to  be  sustained,  "  that  heat  is 
life  and  cold  is  death."  In  some  partial  relation  to  the  great  system 
of  me. Ileal  philosophy  this  may  be  said  to  be  true,  but  when  consid- 
ered as  a  general  practical  truth  it  becomes  eminently  false,  and  obvi- 
oii-lv  so  if  considered  in  the  light  of  the  opposite  -ystem  of  the  Si- 
lcsian  quack  l'riesnitz,  who  teaches  that  cold  in  the  application  of 
water  is  the  sovereign  balm  of  life  in  all  disease.     All  the  systems 
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then  which  rest  for  support  on  one  or  two  important  truths  and  reject 
other  equally  established  truths  in  their  general  application  are  and 
must  be  false. 

Without  detaining  you  longer  to  consider  what  is  not  true,  which 
has  been  assumed  to  be  truth  in  the  false  systems,  it  may  be  shown 
that  it  is  a  well  settled  truth  as  any  of  the  laws  of  physical  science, 
that  a  knowledge  of  the  structure  and  uses  of  the  human  system  is 
tiecessary  to  a  correct  appreciation  of  its  diseases. 

To  comprehend  all  the  physiological  relations  of  the  system  and 
fully  and  correctly  estimate  these  in  health  and  in  disease,  theoreti- 
cally and  practically,  requires  something  more  than  a  scanty  appre- 
hension of  one  or  two  principles  of  pathology.  The  irregulars  ques- 
tion and  deny  this.  The  only  difficulty  in  demonstrating  the  truth  of 
the  principle  is  that  it  requires  to  be  done  at  the  bedside.  Com- 
paratively few  of  the  most  important  principles  of  pathology  and 
therapeutics  can  be  fully  shown  by  mere  efforts  of  reason  on  sup- 
posed facts.  They  require  to  be  seen  as  actual  facts,  and  are  as  sus- 
ceptible of  satisfactory  demonstration  to  a  mind  capable  of  appre- 
ciating their  nature  and  relation  as  any  other  demonstration. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  show  that  five  and  three  and  two  are  ten  :  but  it 
requires  quite  another  kind  of  effort  to  show  that  five  symptoms  seen 
as  deviations  from  normal  action  of  the  respiratory  organs,  three  from 
stethescopic  signs,  and  two  from  the  capillary  system,  make  the  ten  to 
constitute  pneumonia.  The  demonstration  is  just  as  real,  while  the 
difficulty  lies  only  in  the  proper  understanding  of  the  steps  by  which 
we  come  to  the  final  conclusion.  "When  it  is  understood  that  the  five 
deviations  from  healthy  action  are  such  as  always  accompany  that 
specific  form  of  lung  disease,  that  the  three  stethescopic  signs  are  sure 
indications  of  such  altered  structure,  and  the  two  symptoms  of  the 
skin  exist  in  this  connection,  the  demonstration  is  complete  and  the 
mind  is  left  to  no  other  conclusion  but  the  correct  and  legitimate  one. 

It  is  the  demonstration  of  law  and  testimony,  when  the  established 
laws  of  the  human  system  are  well  understood,  and  the  testimony  of 
symptoms  in  relation  to  any  particular  case  is  correctly  estimated, 
that  the  conclusions  must  be  correct — subject  only  to  the  same  liabili- 
ties of  all  other  demonstration,  viz.,  mistakes  in  process  of  reasoning. 

The  difference  then  between  the  false  systems  and  the  true  is, 
that  the  former  reject  the  necessity  of  such  qualifications  to  reason 
correctly,  or  altogether  reject  all  demonstration  and  only  assume 
that  such  are  the  facts  and  such  as  they  suppose  are  the  conclusions. 

They  attempt  to  arrive  at  conclusions  by  tact,  instinct,  divination, 
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inference.  Much  of  their  dependence  is  placed  on  the  latter.  Thus 
if  twenty  cases  of  a  given  disease  under  a  new  system  of  treatment 
show  a  larger  percentage  of  recovery  than  with  the  regular  treat- 
ment, therefore  it  is  the  best.  Several  points  of  importance  in  this 
conclusion  are  assumed  and  want  the  proof  which  would  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  show  the  correctness  of  such  a  conclusion. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  It  is  true  that  morbid  anatomy 
is  necessary  to  correct  pathology.  It  is  true  that  correct  diagnosis 
is  essential  to  intelligent  and  successful  treatment.  It  is  admitted 
that  disease  may  be  cured  by  blunders,  by  accident,  and  by  the  nat- 
ural restorative  efforts  of  a  system  in  other  respects  healthy  ;  but  the 
truth  here  stated  is  designed  to  imply  qualifications  for  fully  under- 
standing the  nature  of  disease  under  all  circumstances  and  appro- 
priating the  best  remedies,  or  as  necessarily  understanding  under 
what  circumstances  it  would  be  best  to  use  no  remedies  at  all. 

While  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  the  province  of  the  physician  to  ob- 
viate and  remove  all  hurtful  causes  and  USA  often  the  most  vigorous 
means  for  arresting  the  progress  of  threatening  disease  when  prop- 
erly understood,  it  is  true  that  the  great  restorative  principle  in  re- 
covery is  the  vigor  of  the  vital  forces.  And  it  is  equally  true  that 
in  quite  a  majority  of  the  diseases  of  the  system  all  that  is  to  be 
done  is  to  place  the  system  in  such  a  condition  that  these  can  ope- 
rate without  interruption. 

The  idea  of  curing  disease  as  by  some  conjuration  or  by  attribut- 
ing powers  to  medicines  used  which  they  do  not  possess,  which  the 
faculty  by  their  own  imprudent  use  of  terms  have  fixed  upon  the 
public  mind,  is  untruthful  and  un.scientitic,  and  operates  to  place  us 
in  the  public  estimation  on  the  same  common  level  with  the  empiric. 

They  ignorantly  and  falsely  promise  to  cure.  We  see  the  true  pa- 
thology, understandingly  remove  the  existing  cause,  follow  the  indica- 
tions of  nature  in  restoring  the  integrity  of  the  functions  involved, 
and  sec  the  great  work  of  restoration  completed  by  the  same  principle 
that  carries  and  diffuses  life  through  every  vein  with  equal  certainty 
both  in  health  and  disease.  They  promise  to  take  by  the  horns  and 
cast  out  what  they  can  not  see,  feel  or  understand,  an  indefinable  some- 
thing called  disease  ;  while  we  see  in  the  evidence  which  the  symp- 
tom- give,  the  operation  of  hurtful  agencies  and  the  nature  of  the 
lesions  being  and  having  been  produced,  remove  obstructions,  neu- 
tralize hurtful  influences,  husband  and  sustain  the  vital  forces,  and 
then  understandingly  see  a  perfect  system  of  organism  work  out  its 
own  legitimate  results,  viz.,  organic  and  functional   life  and  health. 
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A  very  important  truth  to  be  understood  and  popularized  in  this 
connection  is,  that  when  the  vital  forces  are  defective  from  age,  or 
the  violent  or  long  continued  operation  of  hurtful  causes,  the  most 
skillful  application  of  remedies  will  not  always  be  successful. 

Though  immense  labor  has  been  bestowed  on  the  department  of 
materia  medica  and  chemistry,  and  through  the  influence  of  this  de- 
partment of  the  profession  a  vast  amount  of  remedial  means  has 
been  provided  for  the  mitigation  of  human  suffering  and  restoring  to 
health  abnormal  functions  ;  yet  many  of  the  principles  of  this  branch 
are  not  so  easily  demonstrated  to  minds  not  understanding  their  prac- 
tical relation  to  these  practical  principles,  but  still  enough  to  subserve 
the  great  purposes  of  truth,  and  show  that  remedies  have  a  specific 
action  on  particular  functions  or  organs  and  this  sustained  by  innu- 
merable facts  and  daily  experience.  It  is  also  true  that  this  action 
is  varied  by  age,  temperament,  sex,  condition  and  habits  ;  the  knowl- 
edge of  which  can  only  be  acquired  by  acquaintance  with  their  op- 
eration, continual  observation  and  experience,  and  a  matured  judg- 
ment. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  few  examples  of  the  truths  which  have  been 
for  ages  established  and  accumulating  in  number  as  the  improve- 
ments in  science  have  developed  the  resources  of  nature  and  art,  and 
furnishing  daily  demonstrations  of  their  appropriateness  for  the  great 
purposes  of  the  profession,  and  of  their  stability  as  entitled  to  a 
place  in  the  archives  of  sound  and  useful  philosophy.  They  are 
all,  with  numerous  other  as  well  established  truths  of  medical  sci- 
ence on  which  the  wise  and  good  have  long  acted  and  depended, 
demonstrable  as  founded  in  the  laws  of  the  morbid  changes  of  the 
human  system. 

Unless  all  the  wisdom  of  the  past,  the  labor  and  toil  of  minds  of 
the  highest  character,  is  rejected  and  set  at  naught,  these  truths  are 
indisputable,  and  as  well  established  as  the  laws  of  gravitation  and 
electricity.  Why  then  have  doubts  and  skepticism  ever  been  enter- 
tained ?  Why  has  the  arrogant  assumption  ever  been  received  that 
what  the  profession  have  known  and  practiced  so  long  as  truth,  is  not 
truth  ?  Why  have  the  crude  questionable  opinions  of  one  man  and 
his  visionary  followers  with  limited  experience  and  doubtful  veracity, 
stood  for  a  moment  in  the  comparison  with  the  wisdom  and  veracity 
of  one  thousand  years  ?  For  no  other  reason  than  that  the  public 
are  unqualified  to  judge. 

The  facilities  for  popularizing  all  the  great  subjects  of  science  and 
art,  have  been  brought  to  the  door  of  almost  every  citizen  of  the  land, 
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and  what  of  any  public  utility  has  been  too  profound  or  difficult  to 
be  made  plain  ?  And  what  has  been  the  history  of  medical  truth  in 
this  respect  ?  While  the  talent  and  power  of  the  profession  have  been 
exhausted  in  elaborating,  establishing,  and  defending  medical  truth, 
the  people  have  passively  enjoyed  the  benefits  while  they  have  known 
but  little  of  their  merits.  The  day  has  come  when  it  is  fashionable 
for  men  on  all  subjects  to  think  for  themselves.  The  designing,  the 
skeptical,  and  ever  doubting  einpyric,  doubting  and  skeptical  because 
he  can  attract  attention  in  no  other  way^  take,  advantage  of  the  pub- 
lie  ignorance  of  medical  truth,  and  makes  the  credulous  listeners  an 
easy  prey.  Some  truth  long  used  ami  established  by  the  profession 
Ik;  now  simplifies  and  popularizes  with  a  new  dress,  and  calls  it  a 
discovery,  and  it  is  goon  received  a-  a  discovery  by  the  gaping  crowd 
with  acclamations  of  joy.  The  highest  qualifications  of  the  profes- 
sion only  indirectly  meet  this  evil.  These,  with  a  corresponding 
practice,  show  to  the  discerning  their  merit-  ami  inspire  confidence 

in  the  men    rather  than   their    sy>tem  of  practice.      (  )ur  duty  then  to 

the  public  is  not  completed  in  the  acquirement  of  high  attainments, 

until  we  have  employed  tho.-c  attainment,  in  simplifying  and  popu- 
larizing the  great  truths  of  our  scienci — teaching,  defending,  and 
illustrating  in  our  daily  intercourse  with  our  friends,  until  they  shall 
sec  ami  appreciate  their  soundness  ami  appropriateness,  to  meet  the 
wants  of  sutl'ering  humanity  under  all  circumstances  "f  pain  and 
disease. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  point  out  in  what  particular  way  the  pro- 
fession could  most  effectually  do  this.  Bui  have  we  not  the  men  and 
the  means,  in  these  times  of  lectures  and  hooks,  by  which  the  princi- 
ples of  our  system  might  be  popularized  and  defended  under  the 
most  favorable  auspices  for  success,  and  so  as  that  the  delusions  and 
false  theories  of  the  day  would  very  soon  be  among  the  things  that 
were  ? 

Once  fix  in  the  popular  mind  these   truths  <o  that  they   shall  un- 
derstand and   make   them  their  own,  and   they  will   adhere  to  them 
with  as  much  tenacity  as  to  their  families  or  their  estates. 
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Meeting  to  hold  the  next  Annual  Medical  Convention  in  the  city  of 
Norwich,  was  then  brought  before  the  Convention  for  their  considera- 
tion, and  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county,  viz.,  W. 
Hooker,  Hammond,  Francis,  Perry,  Hubbard,  Huxley,  Shepard, 
Baker,  and  O.  Wood. 

The  Secretary  then  read  a  circular  from  the  New  Hampshire 
State  Medical  Society  to  the  several  State  Medical  Societies,  on  the 
resolution  adopted  by  them,  not  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  from  any  society  which  enrolled  among  its 
members  the  names  of  any  physicians  who  practiced  any  form  of 
empiricism,  and  also  recommending  to  the  Association  not  to  receive 
any  delegates  from  such  societies. 

On  motion,  referred  to  a  committee  to  be  raised  on  the  subject  of 
Nostrums  and  Patent  Medicines. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Robert  Hubbard  the  rules  were  then  suspended, 
to  allow  Dr.  Casey  to  read  his  Dissertation  immediately  after  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Society  unanimously  agreed  to  rescind  the  resolution  adopted 
several  years  since,  directing  the  Secretary  or  Treasurer  to  provide 
a  dinner  at  the  expense  of  the  Fellows  in  Convention,  and  accepted 
the  invitation  tendered  them  by  the  New  Haven  City  Medical  Asso- 


eiation,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  said  Association  at  the  Tontine  at  seven 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  until  2  o'clock.  P.  M. 


Two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Convention  came  together.  The  Dissertator.  Win.  B.  Casey,  then 
read  an  interesting  paper  hefore  them,  on  the  subject  of  some  diseases 
of  the  "  Cervix  Uteri." 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  Dr. 
Casey  for  his  aide  and  interesting  communication,  and  he  was  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  to  the  Secretary  for  publication  with  the 
proceedings. 

Dr.  Orson  Wood  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture now  in  session,in  the  name  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
to  enact  a  law,  making  it  penal  for  any  person  to  offer  any  medicine 
for  sale,  unless  the  medicine  be  labeled  iii  jilnin  Knglish  with  the 
name  of  Baid  medicine,  and  if  it  be  a  compound,  to  contain  on  the 
label  the  name  of  every  article  in  it-  composition,  in  the  English 
language. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  L.  N.  Beardsley,  the  Bubject  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

Drs.  Beardsley,  Wood,  and  Baldwin,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Dr.  John  1>.  Ford  then  offered  the  resolution.- of  the  Mew  London 
County  .Medical  Society  On  the  subject  of  Patent  Medicines,  and  also 
the  proposed  law  of  the  State  of  Xcw  York  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  against  the  evils  resulting  from  their  sale. 

After  reading  by  the  Secretary,  on  motion,  the  whole  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Wood's  resolution. 

Dr.  Win.  W.  Welch  then  offered  the  resolutions  of  the  Litchfield 
County  Medical  Society,  adopted  by  them  at  their  annual  meeting,  in 
reference  to  a  uniform  tariff  of  fees  and  charges  for  professional 
services,  with  the  report  of  a  committee  appointed  by  them  to  recom- 
mend a  tariff  of  charges  to  be  adopted  by  them  until  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Society. 

The  communication  and  circular  were  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 
and  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county  to  report  thereon. 
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Dr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  re- 
ported that  the  only  unfinished  business  before  the  Convention  was 
the  appointment  of  Professor  Knight  by  the  last  Convention,  to  report 
the  Progress  and  History  of  Surgery  for  the  last  fifty  years  in  this 
State. 

Report  accepted,  and  committee  discharged. 

Drs.  W.  W.  Welch,  W.  Wood,  Lindsley,  Bentley,  Rogers,  Humis- 
ton,  Harrison,  and  Dimock,  were  appointed  a  Committee  on  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  John  D.  Ford  then  presented  the  action  of  the  New  London 
County  Medical  Society  on  proposed  Amendments  to  the  Statute  Law- 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  the  May  Session,  1852,  on  the 
subject  of  Registration  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages,  proposing 
the  same  fees  to  the  reporter  that  were  paid  to  the  Registrar. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  a 
committee  of  three,  to  take  into  consideration  the  revision  of  the  act 
of  Registration,  and  to  petition  the  General  Assembly  for  such 
amendments  as  in  their  wisdom  would  remedy  any  defects  in  the 
present  law. 

Drs.  S.  G.  Hubbard,  Jewett,  and  Knight,  were  then  appointed 
said  committee. 

Dr.  Hooker,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Convention  being  held  at  Norwich,  made  a  report 
that  the  committee  were  in  favor  of  said  proposition. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  Convention  then  voted  to  hold  the  next 
Annual  Convention  at  Norwich,  instead  of  Hartford,  which  would 
have  been  the  regular  place  of  meeting  for  the  Convention  of  1855. 

Dr.  Beardsley,  from  the  Committee  on  Dr.  Wood's  resolution, 
relating  to  the  labeling  of  medicines  offered  for  sale  ;  also,  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  New  London  County  Medical  Society,  respecting  a 
general  law  regulating  the  sale  of  Patent  Medicines  and  Nostrums, 
reported : 

That  while  they  consider  the  sale  and  use  of  Patent  Medicines  a 
serious  evil  in  the  community,  and  one  which  must  ultimately  be 
connected  with  legislation  ;  and  while  in  their  judgment  the  incorrect 
and  careless  manner  in  which  medicines  offered  for  sale  are  fre- 
quently labeled  is  equally  objectionable  ;  we  would,  however,  recom- 
mend that  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed  until 

the  next  Convention. 

Beardsley,  ' 

Wood,  J-  Committee. 

Baldwin, 


Report  accepted. 

Or.  motion  of  Dr.  Hooker,  the  committee  were  continued,  to  re- 
port to  the  next  Convention. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Hall,  Welch,  and  Beardsley,  to 
audit  the  same. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer '.«  Report. 

Cash  in  the  Treasury,  ....         $212,304 

Due  from  Clerks $1,157,454 

Deduct,  Bay  one-third  of  this  for  bad  debts, 

abatements,  commission-,  iVc,         .  385.81j 


Balance,  771.64 


Total  Cash  and  due  from  Clerks,        .        .        .  $983.94 

The  Society  owes  for  outstanding  Debentures,  380.50 

Leaves  Balance  in  favor  of  Society,  .        .  $603.14Jj 

Drs.  Bidwell  ami  Smith  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
I  tebentures. 

Drs.  Brownell,  Moody,  Coats,  Campbell,  Bennett,  Huxley,  Shep- 
ard,  and  Clark,  were  appointed  .i  Committee  t"  nominate  Delegates 
to  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  meet  iu  Philadelphia  1st 
Tuesday  in  May,  1855. 

Drs.  Hooker,  Wilcox.  Bentley,  Baldwin,  Holland.  0.  Wood,  and 
linker,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  Candidates  to  till 
the  vacancies  in  the  several  counties  for  the  gratuitous  course  of 
Lectures  at  the  Medical  [nstitution  of  Tale  College. 

Drs.  Koid.  Dimoek,  Hammond,  Linsley,  Rogers,  Burr,  Huxley, 
and    Shepard,  were  appointed  a  eoinniittce  to  report  suitable  persons 

to  he  recommended  for  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  and  honorary  mem- 
ben  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Drs.  Welch,  Hubbard,  and  Francis,  were  appointed  u  Committee 
to  Dominate  a  Dissertator  to  the  next  Convention. 

Dr.  Coats  reported  the  name  of  Jedediah  EL  Gay  of  New  London 
County  Medical  Society,  as  having  violated  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Connection)  Medical  Society,  by  using,  vending,  and  recommending 
by  hi-  publications,  his  own  secret  medicines  or  nostrums,  and  read 
-o extracts  from  his  pamphlet  recommending  said  nostrums  to  the 
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public  as  infallible  cures.  He  further  reported  that  said  Gay  has 
been  tried  according  to  the  By-Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  and  found  guilty  of  the  offenses  charged 
against  him.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  action  of  said  county 
meeting  be  confirmed  and  said  Gay  be  expelled  from  the  Society. 

Voted,  To  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee  to  inveitigate  the 
action  of  the  county  society,  and  report  to  the  Convention. 

Drs.  Coats,  Hooker,  and  Moody  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Dr.  Knight  then  reported  a  post-mortem  examination  which  he 
had  just  held  on  death  resulting  from  a  tumor  in  the  region  of  the 
stomach  of  an  individual  in  whom  he  had  some  six  or  eight  years 
since  cured  popliteal  aneurism,  by  the  pressure  of  the  hand,  with  only 
slight  pain  and  little  medication,  (only  one-eighth  grain  of  morphine 
every  six  or  eight  hours.)  The  pressure  was  continued  for  about  forty- 
two  hours,  by  the  members  of  the  class  attending  the  current  lecture 
term,  and  the  result  was  the  obliteration  of  the  artery,  and  the  com- 
plete relief  of  the  patient.  lie  stated  that  other  means  of  pressure 
had  been  attempted,  but  produced  so  much  pain  that,  they  could  not 
be  borne,  and  that  the  pressure  of  the  hand  produced  but  little  in- 
convenience to  the  patient,  and  was  successful.  The  morbid  speci- 
men, the  tumor  which  occasioned  the  death  of  the  patient,  was 
exhibited  to  the  Convention,  and  also  the  artery  obliterated  some 
years  since,  exhibiting  a  double  arterial  circulation,  of  which  he 
mentioned  there  were  some  instances  on  record,  either  as  instances 
of  lusus  naturae,  or  by  means  of  the  enlargement  of  anastomosing 
branches  caused  by  the  obliteration  of  the  main  artery.  The  details 
of  the  case  of  which  this  is  a  brief  analysis  were  very  interesting. 

Prof.  Knight  also  exhibited  a  new  instrument  for  ascertaining  the 
specific  gravity  of  urine,  which  he  regarded  as  ingenious. 

Dr.  Knight  reported  to  the  Convention  that  he  had  been  appointed 
by  them  to  prepare  a  history  of  surgery  for  the  last  fifty  years  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut — that  he  had  hoped  to  have  been  able  to  make 
such  a  report  at  this  time,  but  that  he  had  found  great  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  necessary  information  to  enable  him  to  present  such  a 
history  as  would  do  justice  to  the  subject  and  the  men  who  had  dis- 
tinguished themselves  in  their  profession  during  that  period.  He 
stated  that  he  had  addressed  circulars  to  members  of  the  profession 
in  different  parts  of  the  State,  but  had  received  but  few  replies  to  his 
interrogatories,  and  consequently  but  little  information — on  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  his  history.     He  remarked  further  that  the  history  of 
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surgery  was  the  biography  of  the  surgeons  of  that  period,  and  would 
be  deeply  interesting  to  the  Convention  if  the  necessary  information 
could  be  obtained.  He  might  obtain  much  interesting  matter  to  com- 
municate to  the  Convention  at  a  future  time.  If  he  did  so,  he  would 
present  a  paper  on  this  subject,  without  the  appointment  being  con- 
tinued for  the  purpose. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  wish  of  the  Dissertator  acceded 
to,  in  being  discharged  from  the  appointment. 

Dr.  Coats,  from  the  Committee  on  the  action  of  the  New  London 
County  Medical  Society  with  J.  R.  Gay,  reported:  That  a.  formal 
trial  had  been  had  with  the 'delinquent  member,  and  he  cited  t" 
appear  before  this  Convention  if  he  saw  eau-e,  or  could  show  any 
reason  why  the  By-Laws  of  the  Soeietv  should  not  be  enforced. 
That  he  had  not  appeared;  that  the  proof  was  ample  ;  his  offense  of 
the  most  aggravated  nature.  They  therefore  recommended  his 
expulsion  from  the  society. 

Report  accepted.     The   action  of  the   BOCiety    in   county  meeting 
confirmed,  and   J.  R.  Gay  was  expelled  from  the  Connecticut  Medi 
cal  Society. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Beckwith,  from  tin-  Standing  Committee  of  Examination 
lor   Degrees  and   Licenses  at   the   Medical   Institution  of  Yale  College, 

made  a  report,  which  was  read  by  the  Secretary  and  ordered  to  be 

printed  with  the  proceedings.     See  Appendix. 

Dr.  Wm.  W.  Welch,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Litchfield 
County  Resolutions,  made  the  following  report  : 

That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  printed  copies  of  the 
tariff  of  fees  and  charges  recommended  by  the  committee  appointed 

by  them  for  that  purpose,  with  such  alterations  a>  we  have  made  in 
the  report  now  submitted  by  us,  to  the  several  clerks  of  the  county 
societies,  and   we   recommend    the   adoption  of  them,  except   in   the 

cities  of  the  State. 

Report  accepted.     Resolution  adopted.     See  Appeudix. 
(  III  motion  of  Dr.  Ford. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  publish  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  present  year  the  Code  of  Medical  Ethics  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  and  that  said  code  be  adopted  by  this 
Convention. 

Also,  that  the  Charter,  By-Laws,  and  Medical  Police  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medieal  Society  adopted  by  us,  be  published. 
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Also,  all  resolutions  now  in  force,  passed  by  previous  Conventions, 
be  published. 

The  above  resolutions  were  severally  considered  and  passed  by 
the  Convention. 

Dr.  Welch,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Hon- 
orary Membership,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Ashbel  "Woodward,  of 
Franklin,  Sabin  Stocking,  of  Glastenbury,  J.  D.  Wilcox,  of  Granby, 
Lewis  Richards,  of  New  Canaan.  Prof.  Jno.  A.  Porter,  of  New 
Haven,  and  Henry  Aldrich,  of  Rhode  Island,  as  suitable  persons  for 
the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 

Also,  Frank  II.  Hamilton,  of  Geneva,  and  Robert  Watts,  of  New 
York,  as  Honorary  Members. 

Report  accepted,  and  on  balloting  for  the  several  gentlemen,  they 
were  unanimously  elected :  viz.,  Profs.  Hamilton  and  Watts  as 
Honorary  Members  of  the  Society,  and  Drs.  Woodward,  Stocking, 
Wilcox,  Richards,  Aldrich,  and  Prof.  Porter,  were  recommended  to 
the  Corporation  of  Yale  College  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine. 

Adjourned  to  rt  o'clock,  Thursday  A.  M. 


Thursday,  8  o'clock  A.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Dr.  Hooker  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  late  Presi- 
dent of  our  Society,  we  have  lost  one  of  our  most  valuable  members, 
and  that  while  we  contemplate  his  bright  example  as  a  faithful  Chris- 
tian physician,  we  should  be  incited  to  greater  diligence  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  duties  in  the  few  years  that  are  allotted  to  us,  and 

that be  requested  to  prepare  an  obituary  notice 

of  the  deceased,  to  be  inserted  in  the  proceedings. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  above  resolutions  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

The  President  tilled  the  blank  witli  the  name  of  Wm.  B.  Casey, 
M.  D. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  Hooker, 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  profession  are  due  to  Dr.  Chas. 
Hooker  for  lii-  efforts  in  relation  to  the  distribution  nt"  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  continue  those  efforts,  so  thai  the  valuable  volumes  issued  annually 
by  the  National  Association  may  be  -till  more  widely  distributed 
among  the  members  of  our  State  Society. 

Passed  unanimously . 

Dr.  Brownell,  from  the  Committee  un  the  appointment  of  Dele- 
gates to  the  American  Medical  Association,  reported  the  names  of 
Drs.  Benjamin  Rogers,  J  <•.  Beckwith,  L.  N.  Beardsley,  and  J.  D. 
Ford. 

Report  accepted,  and  they  were  appointed. 

Dr.  Welch,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  .1  Dissertator  to  the 
ne\t  Convention,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Samuel  <  ■•  Hubbard,  of 
.Niu  Haven,  a<  Dissertator,  and  Dr.  J.  I>.  Ford,  of  Norwich,  as 
substitute. 

Report  accepted,  and  they  wen-  severally  appointed. 

Dr.  Hall,  from  the  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's  report, 
reported  that  they  had  examined  the  same  and  found  it  correct. 

Report  accepted,  and  committee  discharged. 

Dr.  W.  Hooker,  from  the  Committee  '>n  Gratuitous  Students,  re- 
ported  that  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  from  the  following 
counties,  \  iz.  . 

Hartford  c ity,  Luciau  S.  Wilcox, 

New  Haven  county,  Oliver  H.  Branson, 

Windham  county,  Josiah  V.  Harrington, 

Litchfield  county.  Wm.  M.  Knight. 

Tolland  county.  Cyrus  Newton. 

For  vacancies  in  New  London,  Fairfield,  and  Middlesex  countie 
John  Witter,  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy  and  S.  ('.  Robinson  wen-  recom- 
mended. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  vacancies  were  filled  by  John  Witter, 
Stephen  F.  Pomeroy  and  S.  C.  Robinson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  CJ-  Hubbard. 

That  the  county  meetings  be  instructed,  in  the  recommendation  of 
Students  for  Gratuitous  Courses  of  Lectures  in  the  Medical  Institu- 
tion of  Yale  College,  to  select,  as  for  as  1 ible,  only  those  who  have 

attended  and  paid  for  one  course  in  that  institution,  or  who  give 
satisfactory  pledges  that  they  will  attend  and  pay  for  their  second 
course  of  lectures  there. 
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Motion  passed,  and  recommendation  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  Hooker, 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon 
each  member,  payable  on  the  1st  June  next. 

Resolution  adopted,  and  tax  laid. 

Dr.  Bidwell,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 
On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned  sine  die. 
Attest, 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 
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are  in  italics  :  the  mums  of  those  who  hare  hten  Presidents  of  the 

Soviet//,  are  in  capitals. 

II  IHl  1  "111!    I  ulNTV. 

(hail  man.       , 

William  R.  Browwrll,  M    l>  ,  Clerk 


Hartford,  GEORG  E  sr.M  N  BE, 
Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  B.  Beresfbrd, 
George  It.  Hawley,  Gordon  W.  Rus- 
sell, David  Crary,  P.  W.  Ellsworth, 
Benjamin  Rogers,  E.  K.  Hunt,  John 
s.  Butler,  11  A  Grant,  J.  C.  Jack- 
son, A.  W .  Barrows,  Thomas  Miner, 
\l  W.  Wilson,  William  Porter, 
Charles  I'.  Kob,  John  II.  Wells, 
Willi:,,,,  k.  BrowneU,  I'  W,  Hast- 
in       s.  ( '.  Preston,  A    Morrison,  a 

West  Habi  ford,  Edward  Brace. 

Axon.  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Berlin,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

Xkw  Britain,  Samuel  Bart,  Roswell 
Hawley,  B.  D  Babcock,  I!  N.  Com- 
ings. 

Bloomfibld,  Henry  Guy. 

Bristol,  Joseph  Vv.  Camp,  John  S 

Muml  v . 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d. 

( '  lnton,  '  oUinsvilU  .  Russell  II.  Tiffany 

Kim  Hartford,  Eli  Hall,  s.  ill  1. 
Child,  Clarence  M.  BrowneU,  11.  K. 
i  tlmstead. 

East  Wimimi,;,  Hiram  Watson 

Brood  Brook,  Marcus  1*   Fisk. 

ffarthouti  Point,  Joseph  Olmstead. 

l.Mn.iii.  J.  P  Converse,  A  L.  Spald- 
ing, II   A   Grant. 


1     mjMonvtZZs,  .J.  Bailey  Beach* 
Farming  row,  Asahel  Thompson. 

r  i.   a   M lj 

•  ille,  William  H.  S 

Glastbnbvrt,  /.'.,//</,  Carter,  Clinton 

Bunce, 
SbulA  ru,    C.   E.    Han mi. .ii. I 

I. a, nan  J.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert 
Eastbury,  Sabin  Stocking 
Grahby,  Jairua  Case,  Joseph  F.  Jewell 
East  Oranby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
II .  it  Grouty,  Justus  1).  Wilcox 
M  im  in  mi  it,    w    < !.   Williams,   W. 

Scott 
Rock.1  Hill,   Sylvester  BvOdey,  

Griswold. 
si  mm:,  u\ .  Roderick  A.  White. 

ri/i,,  George  W.  Sanfbrd,  Charles 

W.  Ensign. 
s..,  i  ,,,-,,,  row,  Julius  S.  Barnes,  N.  11. 

Byington,  1'.  A    Hart 
s.n  in  Windsor,  Horace  C.  Gillette, 

Sidney  Rockwell,  William  Wood. 
Si  iiii.ii>,    Samuel     li.    Low,    AretUs 

Rising 
Wi  mi. rbi  ii  i  ,..  E.  P.  Cooke,  A    S 

Warner,  B.  Fox. 
Windsor,  William  S.  Pienon. 
Windsor  Lorks.  Samuel  W    Skinner. 
Poquonodc,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW   HAVEN    COUNTY. 

Chairman. 
S.  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ives,  T.  P.  Bees, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punderson, 
A.  S.  Monson,  Charles  Hooker,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  J.  A.  Totten,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny 
A.  Jewett,  D.  L.  Daggett,  George  O. 
Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bron- 
son,  E.  A.  Park,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  A. 
Moody,  W.  J.  Whiting,  A.  C.  Blakes- 
lee,  H.  W.  E.  Mathews,  C.  A.  Linds- 
ley,  Worthington  Hooker,  Charles 
Byington,  T.  P.  Beers,  Jr.,  K.  Hass- 
ler,  Noah  B.  Welton,  John  Nicoll, 
G.  E.  Budington,  John  K.  Downs, 
E.  B.  Bills. 

Westville,  Samuel  Lloyd. 

Fair  Harm,  C.  S.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker,  W.  L.  Kel- 
logg. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay,  Har- 
vey B.  Way,  Jacob  0.  Loomis. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs. 

Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 


Hamden,  E.  D.  Swift. 
Humphreysville,  Abiram  Stoddard,  Shel- 
don  C.   Johnson,    Joshua    Kendall, 

Thomas  Stoddard. 
East  Haven,  Bela  Farnham. 
North  Haven,  Roswell  F.  Stillman. 
Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 

cott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb. 
Meriden,  Lewis  Barnes. 
West  Meriden,   B.    H.    Catlin,   Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 
Milford,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,   J.   D.    Mears,    Timothy 

Langdon. 
Southbury",  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,  B.  Harrison,  Nehemiah 

Banks,  Samuel  N.  Howell. 
Waterbfry,  M.  C.  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.  Piatt,   John  Deacon,    George  E. 

Perkins,    M.    H.    Perkins,    Sturges 

Bulkley,  P.  G.  Rockwell. 
Woodbridge,  Isaac  Gobdsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 


ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D„  Chairman. 
Albert  Hobron,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  .lames  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Hobron,  Robert  A.  Manwarinu,  P. 
R.  Baker. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Klisha  Phinney, 
John  D.  Ford,  Edwin  Bentley,  Ben- 
jamin S.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller, 
Alonzo  Fuller,  Horace  Thurston, 
Henry  W.  Leach,  Daniel  G.  Gulliver. 

Bozraii,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan . 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Aslibel  Woodward. 

Groton,  Joseph  Durt'ee. 


T.  Douglass. 

Joseph    Comstock,   Ralph 


!• 


rry. 


Rufus  W.  Ma- 


Noank,  A. 
Lebanon, 

Green . 
Ledy-ard,  Gale's  Fe 

thewson. 

Lyme,  Richard  Noycs,  John  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  Samuel  E.  Maynard. 
/  'miiscilli ,  John  C.  Bolles. 
North  Stonington,  Thos.  P.  Wattles- 
Preston,    Avery  Downer,  Eleazer   U. 

Downing. 
Poauetannock,  Henry  C.  Randall. 
Salem,  Nathaniel  Foote. 
Stonington,    William    Hyde,   George 

E.  Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
\Mystk  Bridge,    E.   F.   Coats,   A.    W. 

'Coats. 
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FAIRFIELD     COUNTY. 

Chairman. 
.It -lis  Sherwood,   Clerk. 


FaibfIELD,  S.  P,  V.  B.  Ten  Broeck. 
t iict  nfnid,  I{ iif'iis  Hlakeman. 
Sovthport,  Jnatns  Sherwood. 
Bbidqepobt,  I).  II.  Nash,  Frederick 

J.  Jndson,  L.  W.  linrritt,    William 

B.   Nuh,    Robert  Hubbard,    II.    N. 

Bennett,  L,  i'.  Humiston. 
BboOBJ  ii;i.h,   .YWi   .1.   Local,   A.    I,. 

William.. 

Dan-bury,    //.    /*.    Botsfbrd,     E.     1'. 

Bennett. 
Eastob*,    James   Baldwin,   Abram    P 

Ticknor. 


HuxTiNOTOH,  Jama  If.  Shelton. 

Monroe,    Salmon  H.  Hall. 

Xt»   Canaan,   Samuel  S.  Noya,  Lenii 

Richards. 
Xokwalk,  John  .1.  .!/</.<. in,  Ira  Greg- 

ory. 
SlAKFORD,     N.    D.    BiUght,     Samuel 

Sand-.  Lewis  Hurllmt. 
STBATPOBD,    WtUi'ini    1\  OASBOR. 

Tbdi i..  ELIJA  II  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Webtpobt,  George  Blackman,  David 
s   Burr. 


Vt   1NIHI  \M  I   01    N  I  \   . 

IIAKVKV  CAMPBELL,  \l    D..  Chairman. 

.Ivmi  a    I!.    Whim  mini.    M.    D  ,    Clerk. 

Hikioki.vn,  James  I!.  Wbiteomb,  Dan-  Centraiville,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr. 

id  M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridgc.  Pomfbi  r,    llnam    Holt,    Lewis   Wil- 

Abhfobd,  John  II.  Simmons.  Liams. 

Camtbbbi  by,  Elijah  Balduin,  Joseph  Steblino,  William  A.  Lowia. 

Palmer.  Thoiipbon,  Sewoll  Holcomb,  John  Mc- 

(  ii  m'i.in,  <  iriiii  Witter.  Gregor. 

Hampton,   Oyer  Hughes,  Wm.  Soule.  Voli  ktoww,  Harvey  Cam/A 

Killingly,    thysvute,    .In-tin     Ham-  Windham,    Chmta   Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 

niiiiiil.  Lathrop. 

South  Killingly,  Daniel  A,  Hovey.  Willimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

East  Killingly,  E.  E.  Hill.  -        nd,  Calvin  B   lir ley. 

Wat  Killingly,  David   I'..  Hall,  Samuel    W btoi  k.  North,  Aaa  Witter. 

Hutchflis,  Stephen  C.  Griggs.  South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Many. 

Quinebaug,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas  lfe»l     Woodstock,     Milton     Bradford, 

W.  Perrj .  Charles  11    Rogei - 

I'ivini  hi  ii,  William  II    Cogswell.  E  v»tkiirii.  Henry  (Jray 
Afoosup,  Marty  Burgas,  Nathan  S.  Pilot, 
Horace  Bnrgess,  Lewis  E.  Dixon. 


I  l  n  111  111  H    c  OONTY. 


SAMUEL  T.   SALISBURY,  M.   D.,  Chairman. 
i.i  oboe   Si  i  hoi  a,   M.  D.,   Clerk, 


Litchfield,  Samutt  Bust,  Josiab  G. 

Beckwith,  George  Seymour,  D.  E. 

Bostwick,    Charles    vail,     E.    Og- 

born. 
Smili  Farms,  Garry  11    Miner 
(An  »  in.  [thamar  II   Smith. 
South  1  unaan,  John  A   Gillett. 


Cornwall,  Bnrritt  R.  North,  John  H. 

Welch. 
II". ,/  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 
Colebbook,  Seth  Peaae. 
Gaylord1!  Bridge,  Gamaliel  II  St.  John. 
i.osiien,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
II  vkwin  1. in,  V.  Miller 
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Kent,     IIV/s   Beardsley,    Johnson    C. 

Hatch,  John.  E.  Smith. 
New  Milford,  Jdiid  Williams,   Win. 

B.  Lacy. 
Bridye  water,  Horace  Judson. 
Norfolk,  William  W.  Welch,   E.  D. 

Huggins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 
Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisbury,    0.    Plumb,    William.    J. 

Burge. 
Lakesville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr..  Wm. 

M.  Knight. 


Sharon,  Ralph  Doming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Torrington,  Wolcottv&le,  Erastus 
Bancroft,   J.   W.    Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brown. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Watertown,  Samuel  Catliu,  Jr. 

Winchester,  West  Winsted,  James 
Welch,  H.  G.  Westlake,  J.  W.  Bid- 
well. 

Woodbury-,  Charles  H.  Webb. 


MIDDLESEX     COUNTY. 


CHARLES  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
vid Harrison,  Franklin  Woodruff, 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke. 

Chatham,  East  Hampton,  Francis  G. 
Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  II.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 


East  Haddam,   Asa  M.   Holt,   Datus 

Williams. 

Haddam, Bidwell. 

Higganum,  William  II.  Tremaine. 
Killingyvorth,  Richard  M.  Buel. 
Portland,  George  <  >.  Jarvis,  Stephen 

Fuller,  G.  C.  H.  Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Deep  Hirer,  Rufus  Baker. 
Old  Saybrook,  Essex,  Alexander  H. 

Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY 

TIMOTHY  DIMOCK,  M.  D.,   Chairman. 
Gilbert  II.  Preston,  Clerk. 


Tolland,    Akijah    Ladd,    Oliver   K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry-,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,   Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orriu 

0.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 
Mansfield,   North,   Norman   Brioham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 


South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 

Somers,     Orson    Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,   East,   William   N.   Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Bccbc. 
Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Linsley. 
Vernon,  Alden  Skinner. 
Rorhville,  M.  M.  Frizzle. 
Wili.ington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 


IB 

si  MMAUY    OF    OKDINAKV    .MEMBERS     FOB     1854.    WITH    THE 
DEATHS  IN  THE  VEA1!  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1854. 

Taxable.      Mot  Taxable,  Total.  Deaths. 

Hartford  County,  72  8  80  1 

New  I  lawn  Const)  i,7  n  78  l 

Sew  London  Count}',  8!  13  50  8 

Fairfield  County,  2-i  8  31  1 

Windham  County,  ;•;  5  38  l 

Litchfield  County,  27  4  31  I 

Middlesex  County,  2:1  1  2:.  1 

Tolland  County,  it  :>  22  1 

Total,  -".1*  56  :!.">4  M' 

Nun  [former  Fellows  ol  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  arc  permanent 
members  of  the  Annua]  Convention,  having  tin-  privilegeof  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  perfonning  nil  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  "i  casting 
their  votes.  Ami  nil  members  of  the  s< n-i.  t \  arc  invited,  by  the  By-Law*,  t.>  bi 
present  at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention 


DEATHS  OK  MEMBERS  l»l  RING  THE  VI  AH  ENDING  Al'Rll,  1.  is.%4. 
WITH   TBI   M ;  1 :    wo   imm  im    90   1  \  it    vs  a«ikkt\imo 

Hartford  County,    Archibald  Welch,  bj  the  Railroad   Disaster  .it  Norwalk, 
aged  59, 

New  Haven  County.     Gardiner  Barlow,  Meriden,  Phthisis,  aged  4!' 

New  London  County.     K.  I)    Brandagee,    New  London,  Phthisis,   aged   27 
Ephraim  Fellows,  Montville,  aged  80.    Alvoh  Gray,  No.  Stonington,  aged . 

Fairfield  County.    Samuel  Beach,  killed  in  the  Norwalk  Disaster,  aged  — 

Windham  County.    Samuel  Bowen,  Thompson,  Chronic  Diarrhea,  aged 

Litchfield  County.     William  Warden,  Scrofula,  aged  47 

Middlesex    County.      Richard    Warner,   Chronic    Disease  of    the   Digestivi 
Organs,  aged  59. 

Tolland  County.     Adonijah  White,   Andover,  Chronic  Disease  of  the   Li\er 
and  Duodenum,  aged  :>s 


DUTIES  OF  CLERK 


To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  li-t  of  the  elected  Fellow.-,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
hvforc  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 
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To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of  five 
dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  Members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several 
County  Societies. 


KULES    OF    ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 
1.3.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  gratuitous  course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Membership. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves, 

&c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 
Adopted  May,  1850. 


DISSERTATIONS    READ    IN    CONVENTION. 

SINCE  THE  VKAli  1800 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  .Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Burl,  .mi  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

IK21.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  TuUy,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  al  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  DyerT.  Brainard. 

I.hl'7.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  Slate. 

1X2'.).  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

Ih:!0.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 
1887.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

L888.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the   Disease  commonly  denominated 

spinal  [rritation. 
1849.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the   Menial   Qualifications  necessary 

to  a  Physician. 

1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  cm  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1841.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  lie-pert  due  to  the  Medical 
Profession,  and  the  reason-  that  it  is  not  awarded  by 
the  Community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

184G.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill.  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 
tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 
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1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 


APPENDIX 


Report  of  the  Annual  Examination  of  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,  for  the  year  18.54. 

The  Examining  Committee  convened  on  Wednesday,  January  95th,  and 
continued  in  session  two  days,  Preaenl  on  the  i>art  of  (be  Connecticut  Meilirai 
Society  : 

Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  M.  1).,  of  Hartford 

Hartford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgeport. 

Joaiah  G.  Beckwith,  M.  I)  .  of  Litchfield. 

On  the  part  of  Yale  College — Profa.  J.  Knight,  T.  P.  Been,  C.  Booker,  H 
Branson,  W.  Hooker,  and  .1.  A.  Porter. 

.1.  (i.  Beckwith,  .M.  I).,  was  appointed  President  proton.,  via  Richard  \\  u 
ner,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  deceased 

Ten  candidates  were  examined,  and  recommended  !"•  >r  the  Degree  ■  •  t  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  vi/.. : 

I.  Burr  Reeve  AJibe,  Boston,  Mass., on  "Lepra  Tuberculosa." 
•-'.  William  Orvillc  Ayres,  B.  A..  18S7,  Boston,  Mass.,  on  "Tetanns,"  with 
1 1n*  Valedictory  Address. 

•i.  Brastns  Bradlej  Bills,  New  Haven,  on  "Retained  Placenta." 
■t.  John  Kenney  Downes,  New  Haven,  on  " Fractures  ' 

5.  Josiab  Griffin  Ely,  Lyme,  on  "Continued  Fevei 

6.  Horatio  Nelson  Howard,  Abbot,  Mass.,  on  "Intermittent  Fevers." 

7.  John  Nicoll,  Hew  Haven,  on  "  The  Cause,  Duration,  and  Termination  of 

I  liseaso 

s.  Henry  Pierpont,  Litchfield,  on  "  induction  of  Premature  Labor." 

9,  Moses  Henry  Wakeman,  Fairfield,  on  "  Digestion." 

10,  Moses  Clarke  White,  B.  A.,  Wealeyan  University,  1845,  Cardiff,  X.  V.. 
on  "  The  Abuses  <>f  <  tpinm." 

The  Valedictorj  Address  by  Dr.  Ajrres,  of  the  Graduating  Class,  and  tin- 
Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates,  by  P.  W.  Ellsworth,  M  1)  .  of  Hartford,  ..t 
the  Board  of  Examiners,  wen  given  on  Thursday  evening,  In  presence  of  a  large 
andianoa,  in  the  Medical  College;  after  which,  the  Degrees  wen  conferred  by 
President  Woolsov. 
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Hanford  N.  Bennett,  M.  D.,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of 
Meriden,  were  appointed  to  give  the  Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates  in  1855 
and  1856. 

J.  G.  Beekwith,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Adjourned  sine  die. 

CHARLES  HOOKER,  Secretary. 


The  published  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Institution 
of  Yale  College,  just  read,  presents  the  names  of  the  Board  of  Examination 
present  at  the  Annual  Examination  for  Degrees,  at  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term,  on  the  25th  and  26th  January, 
1854,  and  also  the  names  of  the  Graduates  of  the  Institution,  with  the  subjects  of 
the  theses  read  and  defended  by  them  on  that  occasion. 

But  it  lias  been  customary  for  the  Committee  of  Examination  to  report  to  the 
Annual  Convention  such  other  information,  in  relation  to  the  Graduating  Class 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution,  and  to  make  such  suggestions  in  reference 
to  the  common  interests  of  the  College  and  the  Medical  Society,  as  they  deem 
wise  and  expedient. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examination,  it  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  report  to 
the  Convention  that  without  an  exception  the  candidates  for  graduation  sustained 
themselves  with  unusual  ability  and  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Examination. 

Your  Committee  would  further  report  that  while  the  entire  class  gave  the  most 
satisfactory  evidence  of  more  than  usual  preparation  for  the  active  duties  of  their 
profession,  there  was  in  the  class  one  gentleman  who  has  distinguished  himself  by 
his  extensive  researches  in  natural  history,  and  another  had  been  a  missionary  in 
dispensing  to  the  Chinese  the  great  improvements  of  the  present  age  in  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  all  of  which  sustained  the  opinion  so  often  expressed  in  the  reports 
of  your  Examining  Committee,  that  the  Graduates  of  this  Medical  Institution  are 
not  inferior  in  scientific  attainments  or  professional  ability  to  the  graduates  of 
anv  other  medical  college  in  this  or  any  other  country. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  the  Medical  Clinicme  has  been  well  sustained 
during  the  past  lecture  term,  and  the  number  of  subjects  furnished  for  the 
dissecting  room  and  for  private  dissection  have  been  amply  sufficient  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  class. 

The  students,  as  heretofore,  have  had  the  advantages  of  private  examinations 
on  the  lectures  of  the  day,  by  an  association  of  the  Professors  of  the  College, 
assisted  by  distinguished  practitioners  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  thus  giving  to 
the  student  the  advantages  of  learning  with  the  theory  of  his  profession  lessons 
of  wisdom  from  the  lips  of  experience,  which  are  of  great  practical  value  to 
the  young  practitioner  of  Surgery  and  Medicine. 

The  funds  of  the  College  now  justify  a  liberal  annual  expenditure  for  additions 
to  the  College  Library,  the  already  extensive  and  well-selected  preparations  of  the 
Museum,  and  all  the  other  improvements  of  the  present  age  necessary  to  enable 
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the  student  to  acquire  that  knowledge  which  will  prepare  him  to  discharge  the 

high   and  responsible  duties  of  his  profession  satisfactorily  to  his  brethren  and 

the  public. 

We  arc   happy  also  to  notice   that   among  the  contributions  to  the  College  are 

plates,  books,  apparatus  and  morbid  specimens  from  Graduates  of  our  own 
i  tool,  in  this  and  foreign  lands,  who  evince  the  appreciation  and  regard  in  which 

the]  hold    their  venerable  Alma  Mater,  by  valuable  ami  useful  donations,  which 

shall  hand  down  to  successive  Medical  Classes  their  names,  long  alter  they  have 

ii. I  tn  exist  upon  the  earth. 

Connected  with  this  topic,  we  will  not  deem  it  inappropriate  to  soli.it  not 

only  the  members  of  the  Convention,  but  every  member  of  the  Connecticni 
Medical  Society,  to  give  bis  influence  in  aid  of  the  application  for  an  appropri- 
ation from  the  State  for  the  benefit  of  the  Genera]  Hospital  in  this  city.  This 
Hospital  has  .1  claim  upon  the  profession  paramount  to  any  other  which  can  be 
presented  for  our  consideration  at  this  time.  The  liberal  endowments  of  public 
Hospitals  are  justly  regarded  as  among  the  evidences  oi  the  prosperity  and 
liberality  of  the  Stab',  of  the  wisdom  of  her  executive  and  legislative  depart- 
ments, as  fountains  of  exhaustless  charity,  ami  the  crowning  characteristic  of 
<  thristianit] . 

By  a  fair  representation  ol  the  claims  which  this  appropriation  has  upon  the 
General  Assembly  now  convened,  made  by  the  profession  upon  the  individual 
members  from  the  several  towns,  I  have  no  reasonable  doubt  but  what  such  an 
appropriation  can  be  obtained  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  as  wfll  enable  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Genera]  Hospital  Society  to  extend  to  ovary  person  legitimately 
entitled  to  its  benefits,  (wherever  bis  health  may  have  been  lost,  whether  on  theoci  sn 
or  the  land,  in  lighting  the  battles  of  bis  country,  iii  extending  her  commerce,  or  in 
the  more  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture  or  manufacturing,  irrespective  ol  '"lor  or 
birthplace,)  the  /in' and  inestimablo  benefits  of  the  acknow  Ledged  preeminent  med- 
ical skill  ami  surgical  talent  connected  with  the  Hospital  and  the  College,  lb-re 
w ill  then  be  found  a  retreat  which  will  shelter  the  poor  outcast  from  the  storms  ami 
tempests  of  life,  where  will  be  famished  nol  only  the  best  surgical  skill,  with  the 
ablest  medical  advice,  bat  the  most  devoted  anrses,  professionally  enforcing  the 

rules  of  diet  s cesser}  to  the  sick,  and  so  difficult  of  attainment  in  private 

practice.  And  in  incurable  cases,  lure  will  U-  faithfully  administered  the  con- 
solations of  our  religion;  and  when  science,  skill  and  philanthropy  can  do  no 
more  lor  the  pour  sufferer,  he  will  here  receive  a  Christian  burial.  It  will  also 
give  the  benefit  of  the  skill  of  experienced  operative  surgeons  to  patients  from 
Other  parts  of  the  State,  in  important  and  difficult  operations,  without  charge, 
(except  for  board  and  nursing,)  under  more  advantageous  circumstances  for 
recovery,    than    in    the    alms-nooses   Of  the    country,   or   even   in   many    private 

dwellings. 

It  will  also  confer  upon  the  Medical  College,  by  giving  to  its  students  more 
widely  extended  fields  of  research  and  observation,  an  advantage  so  tenaciously 

claimed  in  the  larger  cities  of  the  Union,  and  for  the  more  universally  attended 
schools  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

If  the  profession  are  true  to  themselves,  to  the  acknowledged  wants  of  the 

Slate,  to  the  interests  which  we  represent  in  this  Convention,  to  the  claims  of  the 

College  upon  us,  and  if  we  exert  the  influence  to  which  the  profession  are  justly 

entitled,  iii  all  reasonable  appropriations  for  the  public  good,  and  the  cause  of 
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suffering  humanity,  we  believe  such  an  appropriation  will  lie  made  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  State  ;  that  our  Hospital  now  struggling  for  existence  will  take 
rank  with  our  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  and  our  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
as  among  the  proudest  and  most  enduring  monuments  of  philanthropy  in  our 
land. 
Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examination, 

J.  G.  BECKWITH,  Chairman. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  STATE  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  holden  at 
Concord,  June  1,  1853,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  the  New  Hampshire  State  Medical 
Society,  that  no  Delegate  should  be  admitted  to  membership  in  the  American 
Medical  Association,  who  represents  a  medical  society  which  numbers  among  its 
members  any  person  or  persons  who  adopt  as  their  system  of  practice  any  form  of 
empiricism. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  Society  be  instructed  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
this  Resolution  to  the  Secretaries  of  each  of  the  State  Medical  Societies,  and  to 
the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  previous  to  their  next 
Annual  Meeting. 

E.  K.  WEBSTER, 

Secretary  N.  H.  Medical  Society. 

Boscawen,  June,  1853. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE   LITCHFIELD   COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Published  by  Vote  of  the  Convention. 
Dear  Sir  : 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society,  held  at 
Litchfield,  April  27th,  1854,  the  following  Resolution  was  unanimously  adopted, 
viz.  . 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Five  be  appointed,  to  prepare  a  tariff  of  fees, 
and  report  the  same  by  Circular  to  each  member,  which  shall  be  considered  as 
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binding  from  .June  1st  to  our  next  meeting;  and  that  our  Fellows  be  instructed 
to  present  the  same  to  the  State  Medical  Society. 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  in  accordance  with  the  above  Reso- 
lution, report  as  follows  : 

Office  prescription,  0  to  11.00;  Letter  of  advice  to  attending  Physician,  SI  to 
».">.  Visit  within  one  mile,  aO  to  75  cents.  Each  additional  mile,  25  cents. 
Extra  attendance,  per  hour,  o  to  $1.  Consultation  ;  three  miles  and  under, 
double  the  usual  charge — over  three  miles,  *2  to  S5  and  travel.  Night  calls. 
double  the  usual  charge.  Ordinary  obstetrical  cases,  -4  to  15;  beyond  six  mile.-, 
travel  extra.  Excision  of  tonsil,  $5  to  $10,  Kxt.  tooth  and  venesection,  0  to 
-l  each.  Cupping,  50  cents  to  SI.  Dislocations;  Hip,  S5  to  $10 ;  Shoulder, 
95  to  $8  ;  other  dislocations,  SI  to  S3  Fracture  of  Thigh,  lirst  dressing,  S5  to 
"jio  ;  Log,  $3  to  $8 ;  other  fractures,  >l  to  $3 ;  subsequent  dressings,  50  cents 
to  -l  above  ordinary  visit.  Trephining,  -20  to  S30.  Amputations— Thigh,  825 
to  $50;  Leg,  $20  to  $40 ;  Arm,  Forearm,  and  Breast,  $20  to  $30.    Small-Pox, 

or  where  infection  is  apprehended,  double  the  usual   charge. 

From  the  very  limited  time  allowed,  your  Committee  have  been  unable  to  go 
further  into  detail.    The  above  list,  however,  is  believed  to  embrace  the  more 

important  items,  and  may  serve  as  B  guide  toward  uniformity.  The  prices 
annexed  are  put  down  as  the  minimum,  the  main  design  being  to  prevent  under- 
charging; leaving  each  practitioner  to  make  such  additional  charge  as  hi*  partic- 
ular situation,  or  the  circumstances  of  the  case  maj  -rem  to  demand. 

Your  Committee  would  further  recommend  thai  no  deduction  be  made  tor 
patients  residing  in  the  same  vicinit} .  n  here  a  v  i-it  is  considered  necessary. 
GEORGE  BEYMOUR,        BAM'L  T.  salisiuuy. 

RENT   WELCH,  1>    K    MUST  WICK, 

WILLIAM   W,   WELCH 
Litchfield,  April  27,  1854 


RESOLUTION 

introduced  to  tit  Cbaventtbn  by  tht  AfaoZoaolbfi  Cbunfy  Me&cal  Sodtty. 

Rltolved,  That  the  Fellows  from  this  County  lay  before  the  State  Medical 
Society  the  propriety  of  takiue;  measures  to  have  a  general  law  respecting  the 
conditions  on  which  Patent  Medicines  may  or  shall  be  disposed  of  in  the  State. 
and  introduce  for  consideration  the  proposed  law  relating  to  Patent  Medicines, 
now  before  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ncvv  York, 

OS    THE    SALE    OF    PATENT    HBDII   INKS 

Mr.  Whitney,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  introduced  the  following  hill,  (which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Medical  Colleges,)  being — 


28 


AN  ACT 
Relating  to  the  Sale  of  Patent   Medicines. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and  Assembly,  do  enact 

as  follows : 
5  1 .  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  physician,  druggist,  apothecary,  or  any  person, 
or  persons,  engaged  in  preparing  or  manufacturing  any  medicine,  or  compound, 
to  be  given  or  administered  as  a  medicine,  (except  such  medicines  and  compounds 
as  are  published  in  standard  works  of  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmaco- 
peia,)  to  offer  the  same  for  sale,  either  himself,  or  by  his  agents,  without  first 
filing  in  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk  in  the  county  where  he  resides,  a  receipt  of 
the  medicine,  compound,  or  nostrum,  written  or  printed  in  the  English  language, 
stating  the  name  of  the  drug  or  drugs,  medicine  or  medicines,  or  ingredients  of 
which  it  is  compounded,  together  with  the  proportions  of  each,  with  an  affidavit 
attached,  taken  and  subscribed  before  some  officer,  who  is  by  law  authorized  to 
take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds,  stating  that  the  receipt  to  which  said  affidavit 
is  attached  is  a  true  receipt  of  all  the  medicines,  and  their  proportions,  of  which 
the  said  medicine  or  compound  is  composed. 

§  2.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  druggist,  apothecary,  or  other  person  or 
persons,  to  sell  or  offer  for  sale  any  preparation,  medicine  or  compound,  intended 
to  be  administered  as  a  medicine,  except  such  as  are  published  in  standard  chem- 
ical or  medical  works,  as  provided  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  unless  there  shall 
be  affixed  or  attached  thereto,  in  a  conspicuous  manner,  a  receipt  written  or 
printed  in  the  English  language,  stating  the  names  of  all  the  ingredients,  with 
their  proportions,  of  which  said  preparation  or  compound  is  composed,  and  signed 
by  the  maker  or  manufacturer  in  his  own  handwriting,  or  by  a  fac-simile  of  his 
handwriting,  and  referring  to  the  office  where  a  true  copy  of  said  receipt,  with  an 
affidavit  attached,  is  filed  according  to  the  first  section  of  this  act. 

§  3.  The  provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  act,  shall  not  apply 
to  the  prescriptions  of  practicing  physicians,  nor  to  druggists  or  apothecaries  in 
preparing  the  prescriptions  of  practicing  physicians  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business. 

§  4.  Any  person  who  shall  counterfeit  the  handwriting  or  far-simile  as  referred 
to  in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  on  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  be  punished  according  to  law. 

$  5.  Any  person  who  shall  make  a  false  affidavit  in  relation  to  any  such  medi- 
cine or  compound,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and  on  conviction  thereof, 
shall  be  punished  according  to  law. 

4  6.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  violate  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  he 
considered  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined  for 
each  offense,  a  sum  not  less  than  $10,  nor  more  than  $100,  or  be  imprisoned  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  three  months  in  a  county  jail. 

$  7.  This  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of  January,  1855. 

We  publish,  for  the  information  of  the  profession,  the  following  Act,  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  at  their  May  Session,  1853,  entitling  the  person  making 
post  mortem  examination  to  fee  ;  entitled 
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AX  ACT 
In  addition  to  "An  Act  i.oscermm;   Chimks  and  l't nishments." 

Ii<   it  enacted  bu  the  Senate  and    House  *<{  Hepretentativet  in  General  Aseembh/ 

convt  )t"l : 
That  whenever  in  tlic  opinion  of  the  (.'rami  juror  of  any  town,  or  the  prose- 
cuting officer  of  any  county  or  city  in  (hit  Stan-,  it  shall  be  deemed  important  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  death  of  persons  found  dead  under  circumstances  justifying 
the  suspicion  that  such  person  may  have  'lied  from  violence  or  poison,  such  grand 
juror  or  public  prosecutor  may  employ  some  competent  person  or  surgeon,  to 
make  a  )">*t  mortem  examination  of  the  bodies  <»f  such  deceased  persons,  to 
obtain  the  proper  evidence  in  relation  to  the  death  of  such  persons,  and  the  cause 
of  each  death  ;  and  whenever  Buch  examination  shall  be  made  l>\  direction  of  die 
proper  authorities  as  aforesaid,  a  reasonable  compensation  shall  be  allowed  there 
lor,  to  In-  paid  by  the  State;  and  the  Superior  Court,  upon  proof  that  such  service 

has  been  rendered,  may  tax  and  allow  the  same. 


CIRCULAH  OF  THE  HABTFORD  COUNTT    MEDICAL    SOCIETY.* 

II  m:  i  i  'inn,  January  12th,  1854 

I  'i  i  n  Sin  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hartford  Count}  Medical  Society,  held  in  this  city,  <  >cto- 
ber  13th,  1853,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  materials  for  a  Sanitary 
Report  of  this  County.  It  is  for  this  object  thai  we  now  address  von,  and  request 
your  assistance  in  thai  measure.  Sou  will  readily  see  how  desirable  it  is  that  i 
sanitary  history  of  each  town  in  the  Connty  should  be  obtained,  which  can  only 
lie  accomplished  by  the  personal  contributions  of  each  Pbysieian.  Do  we  n-k 
too  much  of  you  when  we  present  the  following  questions  lor  your  serious  atten- 
tion, answering  Buch  us  you  may  be  aide,  and  adding  such  remarks  or  information 

BS  will  make  the  history  more  complete. 

\  Medical  History  of  your  Town  is  what  we  especially  want :  this  you  can 
furnish  yourself,  or  yon  can  do  it  upon  conference  with  your  brethren,  but  da  not 
wait  for  any  one  elm  to  communicate  Buch  information  as  we  ought  to  possess. 

The  questions  are  selected  from  those  recommended  by  the  General  Board  of 
Health  of  Massachusetts,  and  are  thought  to  be  sufficiently  comprehensive,  but 
you  are  desired  to  communicate  any  information  not  reached  by  these. 

As  members  of  a  body  of  learned  men,  claiming  to  be  scientific  in  character  and 
pursuits,  we  owe  something  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  ourselves.  Von  can  see 
my  dear  sir,  that  if  WO  enter  into  this  matter  with  spirit,  we  ean  bring  together  a 
mass  of  information  that  ean  be  obtained  in  no  other  way,  and  which  will  he 

•  [ntandad  to  bs  bfOUg&l  baAn  the  Convention,  but  having  been  omitted  by  accident,  it  i- 
now  published,  by  request,  for  tho  consideration  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 
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of  immense  importance.  The  concerted  action  of  so  many  minds  will  develop 
many  valuable  facts,  and  will  enable  us  more  faithfully  to  fulfill  our  duty,  not 
only  of  curing  disease,  but  as  much  as  possible  of  preventing  it. 

May  we  then  present  _this  subject  of  a  Sanitary  History  of  our  County  to  your 
earnest  attention,  and  request  that  your  communications  be  sent  to  the  Chairman 
of  this  Committee  by  the  middle  of  March  next,  so  that  a  Report  may  be  prepared 
for  our  County  Meeting  in  April. 

GURDON  W.  RUSSELL, 

A.  S.  WARNER, 

G.  A.  MOODY,  r  Committee. 

HORACE  C.  GILLETTE, 

OLIVER  B.  GRIGGS, 


INQUIRIES    RELATING    TO    THE    HEALTH,    SICKNESS,    AND    MORTALITY    OF    THE 

INHABITANTS. 

1 .  What  is  the  general  character  and  condition  of  the  town,  whether  healthy  or 
unhealthy  ?  What  is  the  state  of  the  most  unhealthy  parts,  or  where  the  highest 
rate  of  mortality  is  supposed  to  occur  ?  What  are  the  causes  usually  assigned  for 
such  mortality '( 

2.  Have  cases  of  fever,  dysentery,  or  other  epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious 
disease,  or  others  of  fatal  character,  been  of  frequent  or  rare  occurrence  ?  Have 
they  been  mild  or  malignant,  and  under  what  circumstances  or  causes  have  they 
occurred  ? 

3.  What  was  the  aggregate  annual  amount  of  sickness  suffered  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  and  among  families  and  persons  of  different  classes  and 
occupations  ! 

4.  Please  to  give,  from  the  most  authentic  sources  within  your  power,  the 
sanitary  history  and  condition  of  the  town  in  past  years,  specifying  the  healthy 
and  sickly  years,  and  the  number  of  deaths,  and  causes  of  such  sickness  and 
deaths  that  happened  in  each. 

6.  State  the  atmospheric  causes  of  disease.  In  what  kind  of  weather  and  season, 
hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry,  changeable  or  steady,  or  otherwise,  did  the  diseases  of 
different  kinds  occur  ?  Whether  on  a  hill,  plain,  or  in  a  valley,  exposed  or  pro- 
tected from  north,  south,  cast  aud  west  winds  ?  or  in  places  subject  to  fogs  or 
early  frosts  '<  and  whether  in  a  general  epidemic  or  healthy  season  ?  Were  there 
any  peculiar  circumstances  observed  in  the  appearance  of  insects,  fish,  or  other 
animal  life  ?  or  in  vegetable  productions '!  or  in  the  electric  or  atmospheric 
phenomena  '.     What  other  atmospheric  cause  occurred  ! 

6.  State  the  lorn)  causes  of  disease  Was  it  near  to  or  distant  from  running 
water  ?  or  in  the  vicinity  of  marsh,  bogs,  low  lands,  drained  or  undrained,  some- 
times overflowed,  sometimes  dry ;  near  stagnant  water ;  natural  or  artificial  mill 
or  other  ponds,  constantly  or  occasionally  full !  or  near  other  sources  of  malaria  '. 
Was  it  near  any  vegetable  or  animal  matter  in  a  state  of  decomposition  ;  or  other 
filth,  impurities,  or  noxious  exhalations,  or  unwholesome  endemic  influence,  or 
contagious  disease  of  any  kind  ?     Was  the  house  or  houses,  in  which  different 
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diseases  occurred,  unduly  crowded  or  otherwise?  properly  lighted,  warmed,  and 
ventilated  '  rapplied  with  pure  water  !  Were  the  springs  and  wells  high  or  low  ! 
State  any  oilier  local  inii-r. 

7.  State  the  personal  causa  of  disease.  Whether  the  persons  or  families  were 
natives  of  the  town,  or  of  other  part?,  of  the  United  States,  or  foreigners,  or 
children  of  foreigners.  If  not  natives,  how  long  resident  in  the  town,  or  in  their 
particular  place  of  abode.  What  was  the  profession  or  occupation  of  the  head  ol 
the  family  in  which  sickness  or  death  occurred,  or  of  the  person,  if  over  fifteen 
years  of  age  '  What  was  his  hereditary  or  acquired  constitution  ?  What  were 
the  means  of  Subsistence  Of  the  family,  whether  ample,  moderate,  OT  poor  !  Did 
they  own  or  rent  the  house  in  which  they  lived  !  Were  they  industrious  in  their 
habits,  cleanly  in  their  persons  and  habitations,  temperate  and  prudent  in  their 
diet  and  mode  of  living,  or  otherwise  !  Had  Jheir  previous  general  health  been 
good  '  or  had  tin  y  been  exposed  to  personal  contagion  '  Was  the  cause  acci- 
dental or  otherwise  '    State  any  other  personal  cause. 

8.  In  your  opinion,  what  proportion  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the  town 
might  be  prevented  if  tin-  causes  of  disease  were  known,  and  the  laws  of  health 
were  tmderatood  and  obeyed  ' 

Conclusions  and  Recommendations  suggested  by  tl»  Facts  elicited 

'.i.  What  inferences  do  you  draw,  what  deductions  do  you  make,  or  what  con- 
clusions do  you  derive,  from  the  facts  elicited  '    What  suggestions  would  you 

make,  or  what    measures   would   you    propose   or   recommend,   cither   muuicipa), 

social,  or  personal,  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  or  its  inhab- 
itants '    Please  to  specify  measures  and  remedies  ;  and  suggest  n  mode  by  which 

they  may  he  practically  applied,  and  successfully  carried  into  execution. 


Act  of  Incorporation  of  the    Connecticut  Medical  Society.     Act  in 
relation  to  the  Medieal  bwtitwtion  of    Yale   College.     By-Laws, 

Medical  Police,  Sfi  . 


AN    AC  T 

in    IM  mtl'olt  II  l:    till     i  iiwU'IICTT  MEDICAL  SOCIETV. 

si  ■  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  lie  Senoti  'mil  //..us.  oj  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly  convened,  That  the  I'hysicialts  and  Surgeons  now  members  of  the  Con- 
iii  >  i  Kiit  Medical  Society,  and  all  Physicians  and  Surgeons  who  shall  be  associated 
with  them  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  art,  shall  be  and  remain  a  bodv 
politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of  The  Cohbkcticut  Medical  Society  ■ 
and  bj  that  name,  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  have  perpetual  suc- 
cession  ;  shot]  bt  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  pleading  and  being  impleaded, 
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in  all  suits  of  whatever  name  or  nature  ;  may  have  a  common  seal,  and  may  alter 
the  same  at  pleasure ;  and  may  also  purchase,  receive,  hold  and  convey  any 
estate,  real  or  personal,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  The  members  of  the  Society  shall  meet,  annually,  in  their  respective 
counties,  at  such  places  as  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  agreed  upon  by  them, 
(on  the  second  Thursday  of  April ;)  and  shall  elect  from  among  themselves,  a 
chairman,  clerk  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may  find  necessary ;  and  being 
^  thus  organized,  shall  thereupon  immediately  elect,  by  ballot,  of  their  own  num- 

ber, in  each  county  five,  except  in  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Tolland,  and  in 
s£c*rt*0  each  of  those  counties  three  Fellows,  to  have  the  superintendence  and  manage- 
^O.  meut  of  the  Society.  And  the  members  of  the  Society  in  their  respective  county 
meetings,  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  said  meetings  from  time  to  time,  and  to 
hold  special  meetings  as  they  may^udge  expedient :  and  may  adopt  such  regula- 
tions for  their  own  government,  and  for  the  promotion  of  Medical  Science,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  not  repugnant  to  the  by-laws  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  3.  The  Fellows  thus  chosen  at  the  several  county  meetings,  shall  meet 
together,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  May,  annually,  at  such  time  and  place  a,s 
has  been,  or  may  be  designated  by  them ;  and  being  thus  assembled,  shall  elect 
by  ballot,  from  among  any  of  the  members  of  the  Society,  a  President,  Vice- 
President,  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Society,  who  shall  hold  their  office  one 
year  and  until  others  be  chosen,  and  shall  by  virtue  of  their  office,  be  Fellows  of 
the  Society  for  the  time  being  ;  and  shall  have  the  same  power,  privileges  and 
authority  as  if  originally  elected  such  by  the  members  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  4.  The  President,  Vice-President,  Treasurer,  Secretary  and  Fellows 
thus  chosen  shall  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  "  The  President  and 
Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society;"  a  majority  of  whom, 
legally  assembled  together,  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  any  business ; 
and  shall  have  power  to  make  by-laws  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
Society,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  objects  of  the  same,  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  or  of  this  State  ;  to  expel  any  member  of  the  Society  for 
misconduct ;  to  admit  honorary  members ;  to  make  rules  for  the  admission  of 
members  of  the  Society,  and  for  their  dismission  from  the  same  ;  to  lay  a  tax  upon 
the  members  of  the  Society  not  exceeding  two  dollars  in  each  year,  to  be  collected 
by  the  clerks  of  the  respective  county  meetings  and  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Society ;  to  dispose  of  the  moneys  thus  raised,  and  all  other  property 
of  the  Society  in  such  a  manner  as  they  may  think  proper,  to  promote  the  objects 
and  interests  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  5.  At  all  the  meetings  of  the  Fellows  for  the  transaction  of  business,  the 
President  of  the  Society,  or  in  ease  of  his  absence,  the  Vice-President,  shall  pre- 
side ;  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice-President,  the  Fellows 
present  may  elect  one  of  their  own  number  as  President  for  the  occasion. 

Sec.  6.  The  President  of  the  Society,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  or  absence  out 
of  the  State,  the  Vice-President,  on  any  special  occasion  shall  have  power  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  may  think 
proper,  upon  giving  twenty  days'  notice  in  two  newspapers  printed  in  this  State  ; 
and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  inability  of  the  President,  Vice-President, 
Treasurer  or  Secretary  of  the  Society,  the  vacancy  made  thereby  may  be  filled  for 
the  remainder  of  the  year,  by  the  Fellows,  at  any  legal  meeting  duly  assembled. 
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Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  clerks  of  the  county  meetings,  in 
their  respective  comities,  to  collect  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society 
all  such  taxes  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  laid  by  the  President  and  Fellows, 
upon  the  members  of  the  Society  as  aforesaid  ;  and  for  that  purpose  said  clerks 
may  procure  a  warrant  under  the  hand  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  against  such  mem- 
ber or  members  of  the  Society,  as  shall  neglect  Or  refuse  to  pay  the  taxes  so 
imposed  upon  them  as  aforesaid  ;  which  warrant  any  justice  of  the  peace  is  hereby 
empowered  to  issue;  and  said  warrant  shall  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  01  bis 
deputies  of  the  county  in  which  such  delinquent  member  or  members  reside  ;  and 
said  sheriff  or  either  of  his  deputies,  on  receiving  such  warrant  may  therewith  pro- 
ceed to  enforce  the  Collection  of  such  tax  or  taxes,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with 

the  addition  of  the  §ame  fees,  as  are  by  law  prescribed  and  allowed  to  the  col- 
lectors of  town  taxes.  And  if  any  of  the  clerks  of  the  county  meetings  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  collect  the  taxes  entrusted  to  him  to  collect,  by  the  time  the 
him  are  made  payable,  or  having  collected  the  same,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  the  same  over  to  the  Treasurer  "i  die  Society  ,  such  Treasurer  may  cause  a 

sun  or  suits  lo  be  instituted  against  Mub  delinquent  in  tin-  name  of  the  Society, 
before  any  court  proper  lo  try  llie  same,  and  the  same  to  pursue  to  Bnal  judgment  ; 
and  flic  clerks  shall  be  allowed  and  receive  a  compensation  of  live  per  centum  on 

all  moneys  collected  by  them  respectively,  and  paid  to  tin-  Treasurer  "t  the 
Medical  Society. 

[Sec.  6.  So  physician  or  surgeon  who  shall  have  commenced  practice  since 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  or  who  shall  hereafter  commence  practice. 

shall  I ntitlcd  bylaw  to  recover  an\  debt  or  ic.-s  (br  such  practice,  unless  he 

shall  have  been  duly  licensed  bj  some  Medical  Society  or  College  of  Physicians ; 
ami  all  persons  Licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery  and  practicing  within  this 
State  shall  of  course  bo  members  of  the  Medical  Society.    Repealed,  June,  is-i'j  | 

Approved,  .lune  Tub.  IN.'II 


AN    ACT 

IN    AITKItATItlN    "I      l\    A<    I      INIIIIIM     "   IS     v(  T    TO    IXCORPOlt ATt.    llli: 
i  i«\\l  •    1  I.I    I     U  I   OH    IX    BOI   II. TV." 

/>v  it  enacted  bg  tl«  Senate  "»<i  II<"is<  of  Rgprg m niatives  in  General  Assembly 
convened,  That  the  several  count]  meetings  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society 
maj  change  the  time  of  holding  said  meetings  to  such  time  as  they  may  severally 

appoint  ;  and   thai   so  much  of  ibe  act    lo  incorporate  the  Connecticut   Medical 
Society  as  is  contrary  to  this  act  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed. 
Approved,  June  l'-'lh,  1847. 
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AN    ACT 

IN    RELATION    TO    THE    MEDICAL    INSTITUTION    OF    YALE    COLLEGE. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Assembly  convened,  The  Medical  Institution  established  in  Yale  College,  pursuant 
to  an  agreement  between  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  and  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Connecticut,  shall  be  known  and 
acknowledged  by  the  name  of  The  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 
Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  established  in  the  Institution  not  less  than  four  nor 
more  than  six  Professorships  ;  and  the  price  of  the  tickets  for  the  course  of  lec- 
tures on  each  branch,  shall  not  exceed  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  There 
shall  be  a  joint  committee  of  an  equal  number  of  persons  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Yale  College  and  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connect- 
icut Medical  Society,  who  shall  make  a  nomination  ;  from  which  nomination  the 
Professors  shall  be  chosen  by  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  College. 

Sec.  3.  Every  medical  student  shall  be  required  to  attend  to  the  study  of 
physic  and  surgery,  for  two  years  with  some  medical  or  surgical  professor  or  prac- 
titioner, who  is  in  respectable  standing ;  provided  he  shall  have  been  graduated  at 
some  college  ;  otherwise  to  study  three  years  ;  to  have  acquired  in  addition  to  a 
good  English  education,  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language  and  of  the 
principles  of  Natural  Philosophy  ;  to  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  ; 
to  be  of  good  moral  character ;  and  to  deliver  to  the  committee  of  examination  a 
satisfactory  dissertation  upon  some  subject  in  medicine  or  surgery  or  the  auxiliary 
branches.  And  every  medical  student  shall  attend  one  course  of  the  lectures, 
under  the  professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College  or  of  some  other 
public  medical  institution,  previously  to  his  being  admitted  to  an  examination  for 
a  license ;  and  the  course  or  courses  of  lectures  which  he  shall  attend,  may  be 
included  within  the  time  he  is  required  to  study.  Provided  nevertheless,  that 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Society  in  each  county,  one  meritorious 
and  necessitous  person  from  such  county  shall  annually  be  allowed  the  privilege 
of  attending  one  course  of  lectures  gratis,  and  if  any  one  of  the  counties  should 
fail  to  recommend  as  above,  the  President  and  Fellows  of  said  Society  may  fill 
up  the  vacancy.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  meetings, 
to  report  to  the  President  and  Fellows,  the  names  of  the  persons  whom  they  shall 
agree  to  recommend  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  shall  transmit  the  said 
names,  together  with  such  as  the  President  and  Fellows  may  add,  agreeably  to  the 
above  provision,  to  the  Medical  Professors  of  Yale  College. 

Sec.  4.  Each  candidate  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  shall  be  required 
to  attend  two  courses  of  lectures,  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,  or  at 
some  other  public  medical  institution  where  a  similar  course  of  public  instruction 
is  pursued  ;  which  degree  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  of  exami- 
nation, shall  be  conferred  by  the  President  of  the  College,  and  the  diploma  signed 
by  him  and  countersigned  by  the  examining  committee,  or  a  majority  of  them ; 
and  the  fee  for  graduation  shall  be  fifteen  dollars.  The  President  of  the  College 
may  also  confer  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  upon  those  persons 
whom  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Medical  Society  shall  recommend  for  that 
purpose. 
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Sec.  5.  The  committee  of  examination  for  the  practice  of  physic  and 
surgery,  shall  consist  of  the  Professors  of  the  Medical  Institution  of  the  College 
and  an  equal  numlier  of  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society  appointed  by  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  the  same;  and  the  President  of  the  Medical  Society 
shall  be  ex  officio  president  of  the  examining  committee,  with  a  vote  at  all  times, 
and  a  casting  vote  when  there  is  a  tie  ;  ami  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, a  president  pro  h  m/H„r  shall  In-  appointed  by  the  members  of  the  examining 
committee  chosen  by  the  Medical  Society,  with  the  same  powers;  which  com- 
mittee or  a  majority  of  them  shall  possess  the  power  ami  they  only  of  examining 
for  a  license;  and  all  licenses  to  practice  physic  or  surgery  -hall  be  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  Medical  Society  ami  countersigned  bj  the  Secretary  of  the  com- 
mittee of  examination  ;  which  Secretary  they  are  hereby  authorized  tO  appoint  ; 
and  the  fee  for  each  license  shall  be  four  dollars,  and  shall  accrue  to  the  Medical 
Society.  All  licenses  heretofore  signed  by  the  Clerk  or  Secretary  of  the  exam- 
ining committee,  shall  be  valid  ami  have  the  same  effect,  as  if  they  had  been  signed 
by  the  examining  committee,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sue.  6.  There  shall  be  bnt  one  examination  in  the  year, which  -ball  be  imme- 
diately at  the  close  nl'  the    lectures ;   when  a  candidate  is  prevented   by  sickness 

from  attending  at  that  time,  be  ma\  afterwards  be  examined  by  the  medical  pro- 
fessors ;  and  such  examination,  together  with  their  certificate  thereof,  shall  entitle 
him  to  the  same  privileges  as  though  his  examination  had  been  by  -aid  committee 
BBO.    "•      All  medical  students  who  shall  ha\c  attended  two  Courses  "f  lin    i 

tines  in  the  Medical  institution  shall  have  the  privilege  of  attending  all  future 

uses  gratis. 

Afid  be  it  Jiirther  enacted,  That  the  acl  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Con- 
necticut  Medical    Society  and    to  establish  the    Medical    Institution  of  Vale   Col- 
lege," and  all  acts  in  addition  to,  and    in   alteration    thereof,  be.  and  the -am 
hereby  repealed  ;    provided  that  all  proceedings  had,  and  all  obligations  imposed, 

in  pursuance  of  the  acts  hereby  repealed,  shall  have  the  181 ifiecl  as  though  said 

acts  were  still  in  force — and  all  taxes  heretofore  laid  pursuant  to  -aid  acts,  may  be 
collected  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act-,  in  the  same  manner  as  though 
suid  acts  bad  not  been  repealed. 

Approved,  June  5th,  Is",  t 


1?  Y     I,  A  W  S 

1. Col  NTV     Mil    II  \..- 


1.  The  Members  of  the  Society,  at  any  County  Meeting  legally  holden.  may,  by 
a  major  \ot,'  of  the  members  present,  admit  to  member-hip  in  the  Society  any 
person  regularly  licensed  to  practice  physic  and  surgery,  and  practicing  in  said 

COUnty,  who  shall  make  application  for  that  purpose. 

•_'.  They  may,  by  a  similar  vote,  dismiss  from  tin-  Society  any  Member  who 
shall  remove  from  this  State,  or  who  shall  leave  the  profession  lor  other  pur-uits. 

3.  They  may  al-o,  if  thev  deem  it  expedient,  recommend  to  the  President  and 
Fellows  of  the  Society,  for  dismission  from  the  same,  any  Member  residing  in 
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their  respective  Counties,  who  shall  apply  for  such  dismission  by  a  written  request 
to  that  effect  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Meeting,  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  time  of  holding  any  legal  County  Meeting ;  and  also  any  Member  who 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  taxes  ;  and  upon  the  approval  of  such  recommenda- 
tion by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Convention,  the  connection  between  such 
Member  and  the  Society  shall  be  dissolved.  Provided,  that  no  Member  shall  be 
honorably  dismissed  from  the  Society  until  all  his  taxes  shall  have  been  paid. 

4.  All  violation  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  or  of  the  Medical  Police 
adopted  by  the  Society,  or  of  the  Kules  and  Regulations  passed  by  the  County 
Meetings,  in  conformity  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  may  be  prosecuted  and 
tried  by  the  Members  of  the  Society,  in  their  respective  County  Meetings,  under 
the  following  regulations,  viz. : 

The  Member  accusing  another  of  a  violation  of  any  of  the  before-mentioned 
Regulations,  shall  make  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  transaction  which  he  deems 
a  misdemeanor,  and  lay  the  same  before  a  Fellow  of  the  Society;  and  such 
Fellow  shall  issue  a  notification  to  the  accused,  to  appear  before  the  next  County 
Meeting,  stating  the  time  when,  and  the  place  where,  it  is  to  be  held,  to  defend,  if 
he  see  fit,  against  such  accusation.  A  copy  of  such  accusation  and  notification  shall 
be  left  witli  the  accused,  or  at  his  last  usual  place  of  abode,  at  least  twelve  days 
previous  to  the  time  of  holding  the  next  County  Meeting.  And  the  accuser  shall 
cause  the  said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and  returned  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  Meeting,  on  or  before  the  day  of  their  sitting ;  and  the  offender, 
upon  conviction,  may  be  punished  by  admonition,  by  suspension  from  the  privi- 
leges of  the  Society  for  a  period  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  by  expulsion  from 
the  Society.  Provided,  that  no  sentence  of  expulsion  shall  be  valid  until  con- 
finned  by  the  President  and  Fellows  in  Convention. 

5.  The  several  County  Meetings  are  authorized  to  make  such  regulations  as 
their  local  circumstances  may  require  :  provided,  that  such  regulations  be  not 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  or  the  By-Laws  of  this  Society. 

6.  When  a  new  clerk  is  chosen  in  any  of  the  Counties,  his  predecessor  shall 
deliver  over  to  him  all  the  records  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  office,  retaining 
copies  of  the  same  if  he  think  proper. 

The  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Meetings  shall  take  the  following  oath,  viz. . 

"  You,  A.  B.,  being  chosen  Clerk  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  for  the 

County  of ,  do  swear  that  you  will  record  all  votes  of  said  meeting,  and 

give  true  copies  of  the  same,  when  thereto  requested,  so  help  you  God." 

7.  The  Clerks  shall  transmit  the  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the  Fellows, 
and  of  the  person  recommended  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  to  the  Secre- 
tary, immediately  after  the  election  in  April,  that  the  same  may  be  published  at 
least  a  week  before  the  Convention.  They  shall  also  forward  to  the  Secretary, 
and  a  duplicate  copy  to  the  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention, 
the  names  of  the  members  in  their  respective  Counties,  and  their  places  of  resi- 
dence ;  and  those  who  fail  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  shall  be  subject  to  a 
fine  of  five  dollars,  to  be  collected  by  the  Treasurer. 

§  II. — Members. 

8.  Each  Member  of  the  Society  shall  have  free  access  to  the  records  of  the 
Society,  and  of  the  County  Meeting  to  which  he  belongs  :  and  may  take  attested 
copies  thereof  if  he  request  them. 
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9.  All  Members  of  this  Society  are  invited  to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of 
tin-  President  and  Fellows,  and  to  partake  of  the  dinner  on  the  first  day  of  the 
session. 

I  ii.  No  member  of  this  Society  shall  be  called  on  for  a  tax  that  shall  have  been 
laid  after  he  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 

11.  If  any  member  of  the  Society  shall  make,  vend,  or  publicly  recommend  any 
nostrum  or  patent  medicine,  and  be  thereof  convicted,  he  shall  be  suspended  from 
the  privileges  of  the  Society,  or  expelled. 

12.  No  Member  of  the  Society  shall  hold  professional  consultation  or  inter- 
ie  with  any  other  than  Licensed  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  regular  standing. 

13.  1 1  shall  I"-  tin:  duty  of  each  Member  of  this  Society  to  accuse  any  other 
Uc-miiiT  nf  tlir  Suriru  ,  i;,r  -nrli  „ , , ,, i ,. „ „ .;irl, „-.  ■,,  i„-  ,i, , ■  „,.  , ■niiir.irv  either  to  the 
By-Laws,  Medical  Police,  or  Rules  and  Regulations  adopted  by  the  Society. 
And  the  accuser  shall  make  a  statement  in  writing,  of  the  transactions  which  he 
deems  a  misdemeanor,  and  lay  the  same  before  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  ;  and  inch 
Fellow  shall  issue  a  notice  to  the  accused,  to  appear  before  the  President  and 
Fellows  at  their  next  Convention,  stating  the  time  and  plan-  of  their  sitting,  t" 

defend,  if  he  see  cause,  against  said  nn  usation.     A  copy  of  said  accusation  and 

notification  shall  be  left  with  the  accused,  or  at  his  last  usual  place  of  abode,  at 
teas!  twelve  days  previous  to  the  next  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows. 
And  the  accuser  shall  cause  the  said  accusation  and  notification  to  be  served  and 

returned  to  tin-  President  and  Fellows  on  the  tirst  day  uf  their  sittine;. 

$  in. — Oraicsiu,  FbjllojfSj  &o. 

ii.  The  President  and  Fellows  shall  each  receive  two  dollars  Sir  his  attendance 
in  the  Convention,  and  twelve  and  a  hair  cents  for  each  mile's  travel  from  the 
torn  ii  of  bis  residence  to  thai  of  the  <  invention  ;  mileage  to  be  reckoned  i-  it  i*  to 
members  of  our  State  Legislature,    The  Duuwrtator  shall  in- entitled  to  the  some 

15.  The  Fellows  of  the  Society  shall  be  ■  Committee  of,  Abatements  in  their 
respective  I  !ounties. 

16.  Bach  person  receiving  a  UcenBe  to  practice  from  this  Society,  shall  pay  the 
sum  of  four  dollars  to  the   Clerk  of  the    Committee  of  Kxauiinati who  shall 

account  with  the  Treasurer  for  the  tame. 

17.  The  Secretary  shall  be  required  to  take  the  following  oath,  \i/.. 

"  You,  A.  I!.,  being  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  do 

swear  that  vou  will  record  all  votes  of  the  President  and  Fellow-,  and    gist  true 

copies  when  thereto  requested,  and  faithfully  perform  all  she  duties  relating  to 
said  office,  so  help  you  Qod." 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  record  all  the  transactions  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  in  their  Coin  entions,  give 
true  Copies  of  the  same  when  thereto  requested,  conduct  their  correspondence,  and 
have  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  is  llsa  instructed  to  send,  each  year,  an  extra  copy  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the   Convention  t»  each  of  the  Clerks,   for  the  use  of  the  County 

Meetings. 

lie  i-  also  requested  to  put  up,  each  year,  in  at  least  three  public  houses  in  the 
town  in  which  the  Convention  meet-,  a  written  notice  of  the  place  of  meeting,  at 
least  ono  day  liefore  the  sitting  of  the  Convention 
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18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  the  moneys  of  the  Society, 
subject  to  their  orders,  and  to  render  annually  to  the  President  and  Fellows  an 
account  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  by  him.  He  is  also  directed  to  make  out 
a  general  debenture  bill,  taking  for  his  guide  the  mileage  allowed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State. 

He  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  for  his  services,  on  his  account  being  accepted, 
at  the  end  of  each  year. 

No  debenture  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Treasurer,  that  is  more  than  seventeen 
years  old. 

19.  The  President  of  the  Society  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Examina- 
tion are  authorized  to  grant  a  new  License,  free  of  expense,  to  any  person  who  has 
been  previously  licensed,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  State,  upon  satisfactory 
proof  being  exhibited  to  them  that  such  previous  license  has  been  lost. 

20.  The  Committee  of  Examination,  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in 
the  Medical  Institution,  and  the  Committee  to  nominate  the  Physician  to  the 
Retreat  for  the  Insane,  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot.  All  other  Committees  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Convention. 

21.  The  Standing  Committees  of  the  Society  are  requested  annually  to  report 
to  the  President  and  Fellows,  whenever  they  shall  have  occasion  to  act  in  their 
official  capacity. 

22.  That  it  shall  hereafter  lie  the  duty  of  the  President  of  this  Society  to  deliver 
an  Address  to  the  Convention  annually. 

23.  Each  County  Meeting  shall  have  the  power  to  examine  the  ease  and  imme- 
diately expel  any  member  notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homeopathy,  Hydropathy, 
or  any  other  form  of  quackery,  without  any  formal  trial,  the  same  to  be  ratified  by 
the  succeeding  Convention,  any  By-Law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 


RESOLUTIONS  NOW  IN  FORCE. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  President  shall  see  fit  to  call  a  special  session  of 
the  Convention,  besides  advertising  as  now  provided,  he  shall  also  send  a  notice 
to  each  member,  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  which  notice  shall  be  mailed 
at  least  one  week  previous  to  the  meeting  of  such  Convention.  Passed,  May, 
1846. 

Resolved,  That  before  any  person  can  be  admitted  into  the  office  of  a  Physician, 
as  a  Student  of  Medicine,  he  shall  furnish  evidence  of  good  moral  character,  and 
shall  be  examined  by  the  preceptor  and  one  of  the  Fellows  of  this  Society  :  the 
examination  to  be  upon  the  subjects  of  English  education,  and  Greek  and  Latin 
languages.  If  found  qualified,  he  is  to  receive  a  certificate  to  that  effect,  and  be 
enrolled  as  a  regular  student  of  medicine.     Passed,  Mai/,  1847. 

Resolved,  That  but  two  persons  be  elected  on  each  of  the  Standing  Committees 
each  year;  the  first  two  on  the  list  to  be  dropped,  and  the  two  chosen  to  be  placed 
at  the  bottom;  but  any  person  may  be  reelected.     Passed,  Hay,  1847. 
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Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Convention  that  clergymen  should  be 
charged  the  same  fees  as  other  citizens,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  considered  dis- 
honorable to  collect  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of  the  several  counties,  to 
report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its  scission,  the 
names,  ages,  and  diseases,  of  the  members  of  tlii-  Society,  who  may  have  died 
during  t In-  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several  County 
Societies,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  append  these  statistics  to  the  cata- 
logue  of  members  of  the  Society  in  the  published  pnx  "  dings  of  the  Annual  Con- 
vention.    Pasted,  May,  1X4D. 

Boohed,  That  the  clerks  be  required  to  comply  with  the  By-Law,  which  makes 
it  their  duty  to  report  delinquents  to  the  Convention,  and  the  amount  due  from 
each  respectively,  stating  in  such  report  also  what  notice  he  has  given  such  delin- 
quent of  his  indebtedness  to  the  Society ,  and  thai  the  tame  !»■  read  in  open  ( Con- 
vention.    Passed,  May,  LS52. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  following  certificate  ol  studies  be  required  of  all  Candidates 
for  examination — for  a  degree. 

I  hereby  certify  thai  has  pursni  d 

the  Study  of  Medicine  with  me  for  to 

and  thai  lie  recited  regularlj  on  [here  insert  the  branches 
pursued]  during  the  above  mentioned  tune. 

Physician. 
Passed,  May,  1852. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Count}  Meetings  are  hereby  instructed  to  continue 

their  investigations  in  relation  t<>  the  manufacture,  Bale,  r mmenaation  and  use 

of  nostrums  or  Patent  Medicines  bj  their  members,  and  to  present  for  trial  am 
member  so  offending. 

Resolved,  That  do  member  of  the  Society,  who  is  directly  or  indirectly  inter- 
ested in  the  manufacture,  use  or  recommendation,  or  a  sale  of  any  nostrum  or 

Patent  Medicine,  shall  he  eligible  to  any  office.      Passed,  May,  185:). 

Resolved,  That  the  Count)  Meetings  be  instructed  in  the  recommendati I 

Students  for  Gratuitous  Courses  of  Lecture  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Tale 
College,  to  select  as  far  as  possible  only  those  who  have  attended  and  paid  for 
one  course  in  that  Institution,  or  who  give  satisfactory  pledges  that  tiny  will 
attend  and  pay  for  their  second  course  there.     Passed,  May,  1854. 
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SYSTEM    OF    MEDICAL    POLICE. 

Adopted  by  the  Society  in  Oclobir,  1817. 

CONSULTATIONS. 

Consultations  should  be  encouraged  in  difficult  and  protracted  cases,  as  they 
give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged  views  in  practice.  On  such 
occasions,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  he  indulged;  candor,  justice,  and  all 
due  respect  should  be  exercised  toward  the  physician  who  first  attended  ;  and  as 
he  may  be  presumed  to  be  best  acquainted  with  the  patient  and  family,  he  should 
deliver  all  the  medical  directions  as  agreed  upon.  It  should  be  the  province" 
however,  of  the  senior  consulting  physician  to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to 
the  sick. 

The  consulting  physician  is  never  to  visit  without  the  attending  one,  unless  by 
the  desire  of  the  latter,  or  when,  as  in  sudden  emergency,  he  is  not  to  be  found. 
No  discussion  of  the  case  should  take  place  before  the  patient  or  his  friends ;  and 
no  prognostications  should  he  delivered,  which  were  not  the  result  of  previous 
deliberation  and  concurrence.  Theoretical  debates,  indeed,  should  generally  be 
avoided  in  consultation,  as  occasioning  perplexity  and  loss  of  time  ;  for  there  may 
be  much  diversity  of  opinion  on  speculative  points,  with  perfect  agreement  on 
those  modes  of  practice,  which  are  founded  not  on  hypothesis,  but  on  experience 
and  observation.  Physicians  in  consultation,  whatever  may  be  their  private 
resentments  or  opinions  of  one  another,  should  divest  themselves  of  all  partialities, 
and  think  of  nothing  but  what  will  most  effectually  contribute  to  the  relief  of  those 
under  their  care. 

If  a  physician  can  not  lay  his  hand  to  his  heart  and  say,  that  his  mind  is  per- 
fectly open  to  conviction,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may  come,  he  should  in  honor 
decline  the  consultation. 

All  discussions  and  debates  in  consultation,  are  to  be  held  secret  and  con- 
fidential. 

Many  advantages  may  arise  from  two  consulting  together,  who  are  men  of 
candor,  and  have  mutual  confidence  in  each  other's  honor.  A  remedy  may  occur 
to  one,  which  did  not  to  another,  and  a  physician  may  want  resolution  or  a  confi- 
dence in  his  own  opinion,  to  prescribe  a  powerful,  but  precarious  remedy,  on 
which,  however,  the  life  of  his  patient  may  depend ;  in  this  case,  a  concurrent 
opinion  may  fix  his  own.  But  when  such  mutual  confidence  is  wanting,  a  con- 
sultation had  better  be  declined,  especially  if  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  senti- 
ments delivered  with  openness  arc  to  be  communicated  abroad,  or  to  the  family 
concerned ;  and  if,  in  consequence  of  this,  either  gentleman  is  to  be  made  respon- 
sible for  the  event. 

The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  consultation  visits  ;  and  to  avoid 
loss  of  time,  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  physician  in  every  town  or  county,  to 
establish  a  certain  space  of  time,  as  an  allowance  for  delay,  after  which  the  meet- 
ing might  be  considered  as  postponed  for  a  new  appointment.  If  a  consulting 
physician  should  arrive  after  the  attending  physician  has  withdrawn,  lie  should 
deliver  his  opinion  in  writing. 
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i.ntlrfi;renii> 

Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession  ;  the  practitioners  are,  or  ought  to  he,  men  of 
■  dm  ation  ;  and  their  expectation  of  business  and  employment  should  be  founded 
on  their  degrees  of  qualification,  not  on  artifice  and  insinuation.  A  certain  undefin- 
able  species  of  assiduities  and  attentions,  therefore,  to  families  usually  employing 
another,  is  to  be  considered  a-  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  regular  practitioner,  and  as 
making  a  mere  trade  of  a  learned  profession;  and  all  officious  interferences,  in 
eases  id'  sickness  iii  Buch  families,  evince  a-  meanness  of  disposition,  unbecoming 
ile-  character  id'  a  physician  or  a  gentleman.  No  meddling  inquiries  should  he 
made  concerning  them,  nor  hints  given  relative  to  their  nature  and  treatment,  nor 
any  selfish  conduct  pursued,  thai  may  directly  or  indirectly  tend  to  weaken  confi- 
dence  in  the  physicians  and  surgeons  who  have  the  care  of  them 

When  a  physician  is  called  tn  a  patient,  who  has  been  under  the  can  of  another 
gentleman  of  the  faculty,  before  any  examination  of  the  case,  he  should  ascertain, 
whether  that  gentleman  had  discontinued  hi-  ^  i-its,  and  whether  the  patient  con- 
siders himself  as  under  his  care,  in  which  case,  he  is  uol  t"  assume  tin-  charge  ol 
the  patient,  inn-  give  his  advice,  (oxccpl  i"  instances  of  sudden  attacks, |  without  a 
regular  consultation  ;  and  if  such  previously  attending  gentleman  ha-  been  dis- 
missed, or  has  voluntarily  relinquished  the  patulht,  his  practice  should  he  treated 

with  candor,  and  justified  so  far  a-  probity  and  truth  will  permit  ;   liir  the  want  of 

success  in  the  primary  treatment  of  the  disorder,  is  no  impeachment  of  profes- 
sional skill  ami  knowledge 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  physician,  in  incidental  communications  with  the 
patients  of  others,  or  with  their  friend-,  may  have  their  cases  stated  to  him  in  so 
direct  a  manner,  as  not  to  admit  of  hi-  declining  to  pay  attention  to  tin-in.  Under 
such  circumstances,  hi-  observations  -I hi  be  delivered  with  the  most  delicate 

propriety  anil    rCSOTVO,      lie   should   not   interfere  in  ihe  curative   plan-    pursui  d  . 
and  should  even  recoininenil  a  steady  adherence  to  them,  if  they  appear  to  mini 

approbation. 

HM    I  1    III   |»l    1    -    i  II      PMVSII.'I  l\. 

'flic  dill,  nine-  of  physicians,  when  they  end  in  appeals  to  the  public,  generally 
hurl  the  contending  parties ;  hut  what  is  of  more  consequence,  they  discredit  the 
profession,  and  expose  the  faculty  itself  to  contempt  and  ridicule.  Win  never  such 
differences  occur,  as  may  affect  the  honor  ami  djgnitj  of  the  profession,  and  can 
noi  immediately  he  terminated,  or  do  not  come  under  the  character  of  violation  ol 

the  special  rules  of  the  association,  otherwise  provided  for,  they  should  be  referred 

to  the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  number  of  members  of  the  Society,  according  to 

the  nature  of  the  di-pute  ;  hut  neither  the  subject  matter  of  such   references,  nor 
i!h  adjudication,  should,  if  it  can  In-  avoided,  he  communicated  to  the  public,  as 

they  may  he  personally  injurious  to  the  individual  concerned,  and  can  hardly  fail 
lo  hurt  the  general  credit  ol  the  faculty. 

DISCOI  u  v.. I  Ml  NI    in     CjD  IGKKRT. 

The  useof  quack  medicines  should  he  discouraged  by  the  faculty,  as  disgraceful 

to  the   profession,   injurious   to   health,  and   often  destructive  even  of  life.     No 
physician  or  Burgeon,  therefore,  shall  dispense  a  secret  nostrum,  whether  it  be  his 
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invention,  or  exclusive  property ;  for  if  it  is  of  real  efficacy  the  concealment  of  it 
is  inconsistent  with  beneficence  and  professional  liberality  ;  and,  if  mystery  alone 
give  it  value  and  importance,  such  craft  implies  cither  disgraceful  ignorance  or 
fraudulent  avarice. 

CONDUCT    FOR   THE    SUPPORT    OF    THE   MEDICAL   CHARACTER. 

The  esprit  du  corps  is  a  principle  of  action  founded  on  human  nature,  and,  when 
duly  regulated,  is  both  rational  and  laudable.  Every  man  who  enters  into  a  fra- 
ternity, engages,  by  tacit  compact,  not  only  to  submit  to  the  laws,  but  to  promote 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  association,  so  far  as  they  are  consistent  with  moral- 
ity and  the  general  good  of  mankind.  A  physician,  therefore,  should  cautiously 
guard  against  whatever  may  injure  the  general  respectability  of  the  profession, 
and  should  avoid  all  contumelious  representations  of  the  faculty  at  large,  all 
general  charges  against  their  selfishness  or  improbity,  or  the  indulgence  of  an' 
affected  or  jocular  skepticism  concerning  the  efficacy  and  utility  of  the  healing  art 


General  rules  are  adopted  by  the  faculty  in  every  town  or  county,  relative  to 
the  pecuniary  acknowledgments  pf  their  patients ;  and  it  should  be  deemed  a 
point  of  honor  to  adhere  to  them  ;  and  every  deviation  from,  or  evasion  of  these 
rules,  should  be  considered  as  meriting  the  indignation  and  contempt  of  the 
fraternity. 

Gratuitous  services  to  the  poor  are  by  no  means  prohibited ;  the  characteristic 
beneficence  of  the  profession  is  inconsistent  with  sordid  views  and  avaricious 
rapacity.  The  poor  of  every  description  should  be  the  objects  of  our  peculiar 
care.  Dr.  Boerhave  used  to  say  they  were  his  best  patients,  because  God  was 
their  paymaster. 

It  is  obvious,  also,  that  an  average  fee,  as  suited  to  the  general  rank  of  patients, 
must  be  an  inadequate  compensation  from  the  rich,  (who  often  require  attendance 
not  absolutely  necessary, )  and  yet  too  large  to  be  expected  from  that  class  of 
citizens,  who  would  feel  a  reluctance  in  calling  for  assistance,  without  making 
some  decent  and  satisfactory  remuneration. 

SENIORITY. 

A  regular  and  academical  education  furnishes  the  only  presumptive  evidence  of 
professional  ability,  and  is  so  honorable  and  beneficial,  that  it  gives  a  just  claim 
to  preeminence  among  physicians  at  large,  in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  it 
may  be  enjoyed  and  improved.  Nevertheless,  as  industry  and  talents  may  furnish 
exceptions  to  this  general  rule,  and  this  method  may  be  liable  to  difficulties  in  the 
application,  seniority,  among  practitioners  of  this  State,  should  be  determined  by 
the  period  of  public  and  acknowledged  practice  as  a  physician  or  surgeon  in  the 
same.  This  arrangement  being  clear  and  obvious,  is  adapted  to  remove  all 
grounds  of  dispute;  and  it  secures  the  regular  continuance  of  the  established 
order  of  precedency,  which  might  otherwise  be  subject  to  troublesome  interruptions 
by  new  settlers,  perhaps  not  long  stationary  in  the  place. 
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CODE  OF  MEDICAL  ETHICS 

Op  the  American  Medical  Association — Adopted  1847 


CHAPTER  I, — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  to  their  patients,  and  of  the  obli- 
gations of  patients  to  their  physicians. 

Art.  I. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  to  their  patients. 
Art.  II. — Of  the  obligations  of  patients  to  their  physicians. 


CHAPTER  II. — Of  the  duties  of  physician!  to  eacfa  other,  ami  to  the  profes- 
sion at  large. 

Art.  I. — Of  the  duties  of  physieians  for  the  support  of  professional  char- 
acter. 
Art.  II. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  professional  services  to 

each  other. 
Art.  III. — of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  ricarions  offices. 
Art.  IV. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  consultation. 
Art.  V. — of  the  duties  of  physicians  m  cbmi  of  interference  with  one 

another. 
Art.  VI. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  when  differences  occur  between 

them. 

Art.  VII. — of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  pecuniary  acknow- 
ledgments. 


CHAPTER  111.— of  the  duties  of  the  profession  In  the  public,  and  of  the 

obligations  of  the  public  to  the  profession. 

Art.  I. — Of  the  duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 
Art.  II.— Of  the  obligations  of  the  public  to  physicians, 


CHAPTER  I. 


OP    THE    DUTIES    OP    PHYSICIANS    TO    THEIR     PATIENTS     AND    OF    THE    OBMOA- 

iicins  or   PATIENTS  TO  Till. IK   PHTBII  CANS 
Art.  I. — Dutii  s  of  physician!  /«  tin  ii  patii  nts. 

^  1.  A  physician  should  not  only  be  ever  ready  to  obey  the  calls  of  the  sick, 
but  his  mind  ought  also  to  be  imbued  with  the  greatness  of  his  mission,  and  the 
responsibility  he  habitually  incurs  in  its  discharge.  Those  obligations  are  the 
more  deep  and  enduring,  because  there  is  110  tribunal  other  than  his  own  con- 
science, to  adjudge  penalties  for  carelessness  or  neglect.  Physicians  shonld, 
therefore,  minister  to  the  sick  with  due  impressions  of  the  importance  of  their 
office;  reflecting  thai  the  ease,  the  health,  and  the  lives  of  those  committed  to 
their  charge,  depend   on   their  skill,  attention   and    fidelity.     They  should  studv, 
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also,  in  their  deportment,  so  to  unite  tenderness  with  firmness,  and  condescension 
with  authority,  as  to  inspire  the  minds  of  their  patients  with  gratitude,  respect  and 
confidence. 

§  2.  Every  case  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  physician  should  lie  treated  with 
attention,  steadiness  and  humanity.  Reasonable  indulgence  should  be  granted  to 
the  mental  imbecility  and  caprices  of  the  sick.  Secrecy  and  delicacy,  when 
required  by  peculiar  circumstances,  should  be  strictly  observed ;  and  the  familiar 
and  confidential  intercourse  to  which  physicians  are  admitted  in  then'  professional 
visits,  should  be  used  with  discretion,  and  with  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to 
fidelity  and  honor.  The  obligation  of  secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  pro- 
fessional services  ; — none  of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life,  no  infirm- 
ity of  disposition  or  flaw  of  character  observed  during  professional  attendance, 
should  ever  be  divulged  by  him  except  when  lie  is  imperatively  required  to  do  so. 
The  force  and  necessity  of  this  obligation  are  indeed  so  great,  that  professional 
men  have,  under  certain  circumstances,  been  protected  in  their  observance  of 
secrecy,  by  courts  of  justice. 

§  3.  Frequent  visits  to  the  sick  are  in  general  requisite,  since  they  enable  the 
physician  to  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  disease, — to  meet  promptly 
eveiy  change  which  may  occur,  and  also  tend  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the 
patient.  But  unnecessary  visits  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  give  useless  anxiety  to 
the  patient,  tend  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him  liable 
to  lie  suspected  of  interested  motives. 

§  4.  A  physician  should  not  be  forward  to  make  gloomy  prognostications, 
because  they  savor  of  empiricism,  by  magnifying  the  importance  of  his  services  in 
the  treatment  or  cure  of  the  disease.  But  he  should  not  fail,  on  proper  occasions, 
to  give  to  the  friends  of  the  patient  timely  notice  of  danger,  when  it  really  occurs ; 
and  even  to  the  patient  himself,  if  absolutely  necessary.  This  office,  however,  is 
so  peculiarly  alarming  when  executed  by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  declined  when- 
ever it  can  be  assigned  to  any  other  person  of  sufficient  judgment  and  delicacy. 
For,  the  physician  should  lie  the  minister  of  hope  and  comfort  to  the  sick;  that, 
by  such  cordials  to  the  drooping  spirit,  lie  may  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  revive 
expiring  life,  and  counteract  the  depressing  influence  of  those  maladies  which 
often  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned,  in  then'  last  moments.  The 
life  of  a  sick  person  can  be  shortened  not  only  by  the  acts,  but  also  by  the  words 
or  the  manner  of  a  physician.  It  is,  therefore,  a  sacred  duty  to  guard  himself 
carefully  in  this  respect,  and  to  avoid  all  things  which  have  a  tendency  to  discour- 
age the  patient  and  to  depress  his  spirits. 

§  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a  patient  because  the  case  is  deemed 
incurable  ;  for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  lie  highly  useful  to  the  patient,  and 
comforting  to  the  relatives  around  him,  even  in  the  last  period  of  a  fatal  malady, 
by  alleviating  pain  and  other  symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish.  To 
decline  attendance  under  such  circumstances,  would  bo  sacrificing  to  fanciful  del- 
icacy and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty,  which  is  independent  of,  and  far 
superior  to  all  pecuniary  consideration. 

<l  C.  Consultations  should  be  promoted  in  difficult  or  protracted  cases,  as  they 
give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged  views  in  practice. 

§  7.  The  opportunity  which  a  physician  not  unfrcquently  enjoys  of  promoting 
and  strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  his  patients,  suffering  under  the  conse- 
quences of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never  to  be  neglected.     His  counsels,  or  even 
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remonstrances,  will  give  satisfaction,  not  offense,  if  they  be  proffered  with  polite- 
ness, and  evince  a  genuine  love  of  virtue,  accompanied  by  a  sincere  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 

Art.  II. — Obligatiom  of  patients  to  tlmr  pliysicians. 

$  1 .  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  upon  whom  are  enjoined  the  per- 
formance of  so  many  important  and  arduous  duties  toward  the  community,  and 
•'.  In.  are  required  to  make  so  many  sacrifices  of  comfort,  case,  and  health,  for  the 
welfare  of  those  who  avail  themselves  of  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to 
expect  and  require,  that  their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the  duties 
which  they  owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

§  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is,  to  select  as  his  medical  adviser  one  who  has 
received  a  regular  professional  education.  In  no  trade  or  occupation,  do  mankind 
rely  on  the  skill  of  an  untaught  arti-t;  and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most 
difficult  and  intricate  of  the  sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowl- 
edge is  intuitive. 

$  8.   Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habit!  of  life  are  regular,  and  who 

is  not  devoted  in  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any  pursuit  incompatible  with  his  pro 
ressional  obligations.  A  patient  should,  also,  confide  the  care  of  himself  and  Bun, 
ily,  as  much  as  possible,  to  one  physician,  for  a  medical  man  who  has  become 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits,  and  predispositions,  of 

thoBO  he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in  his  treatment,  tlujn  one  who 
does  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

A  patient  who  lias  thus  selected  his  physician,  should  always  apply  for  advice 
in  what  may  appear  to  him  trh  ial  cases,  lor  tin'  mOSl  fatal  result!  often  supervene 
mi  the  slightest  accidents.  It  is  ofstfll  more  importance  that  he  should  apply  for 
assistance  in  the  forming  stage  of  \  iolent  diseases  ;  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  pre- 
cept that  medicine  owes  much  of  the   uncertainty  and    imperfection  with  which  it 

has  been  reproached. 

$  4.  Patient!  should  faithfully  and  unreservedly  communicate  to  their  physician 
the  supposed  cause  of  their  disease.  This  is  the  more  important,  as  many  diseases 
of  a  mental  origin  simulate  those  depending  on  external  causes,  and  yet  arc  only 
to  he  cured  by  ministering  to  the  mind  diseased.  A  patient  should  never  be  afraid 
of  thus  making  his  physician  his  friend  and  aihiser  ;  he  should  always  bear  in  mill* 

that  a  medical  man  is  under  the  strongest  obligations  of  secrecy.  Even  the  female 

sc\  should  never  allow  feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  their  disclosing  the 
scat,  svmptoms  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar  to  them.  However  commend- 
able a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the  common  occurrences  of  life,  its  strict  observ- 
ance in  medicine  is  often  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences,  and  u 
patient  may  sink  under  a  painful  and  loathsome  disease,  which  might  have  been 
readily  prevented  had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the  physician. 

i)  5.  A  patient  should  never  weary  bis  physician  with  a  tedious  detail  of  events 

or  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  disease.  Even  as  relates  to  his  actual  symp- 
toms, he  w  ill  convey  much  more  real  information  by  giving  clear  answers  to  inter- 
rogatories, than  by  the  most  minute  account  of  his  own  framing.  Neither  should 
hi'  obtrude  the  details  of  his  business  nor  the  history  of  hi-  family  concerns. 

I  6.  The  obedience  of  I  patient  to  the  prescriptions  of  his  physician  should  be 
prompt  and  implicit     He  should  never  permit  his  own  crude  opinions  as  to  their 
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fitness,  to  influence  his  attention  to  them.  A  failure  in  one  particular  may  render 
an  otherwise  judicious  treatment  dangerous,  and  even  fatal.  This  remark  is 
equally  applicable  to  diet,  drink,  and  exercise.  As  patients  become  convalescent 
they  are  very  apt  to  suppose  that  the  rules  prescribed  for  them  may  be  disregarded, 
and  the  consequence  but  too  often,  is  a  relapse.  Patients  should  never  allow 
themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  take  any  medicine  whatever,  that  may  be  recom- 
mended to  them  by  the  self-constituted  doctors  and  doctresses,  who  are  so  fre- 
quently met  with,  and  who  pretend  to  possess  infallible  remedies  for  the  cure  of 
every  disease.  However  simple  some  of  their  prescriptions  may  appear  to  be,  it 
often  happens  that  they  are  productive  of  much  mischief,  and  in  all  cases  they  are 
injurious,  by  contravening  the  plan  of  treatment  adopted  by  the  physician. 

4  7.  A  patient  should,  if  possible,  avoid  even  the  friendly  visits  of  a  physician 
who  is  not  attending  him, — and  when  he  does  receive  them,  he  should  never  con- 
verse on  the  subject  of  his  disease,  as  an  observation  may  be  made  without  any 
intention  of  interference,  which  may  destroy  his  confidence  in  the  course  he  is 
pursuing,  and  induce  him  to  neglect  the  directions  prescribed  to  him.  A  patient 
should  never  send  for  a  consulting  physician  without  the  express  consent  of  his 
own  medical  attendant.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  physicians  should  act  in 
concert ;  for,  although  their  modes  of  treatment  may  be  attended  with  equal  suc- 
cess when  employed  singly,  yet  conjointly  they  are  very  likely  to  be  productive 
of  disastrous  results. 

(j  8.  When  a  patient  wishes  to  dismiss  his  physician,  justice  and  common  cour- 
tesy require  that  he  should  declare  his  reasons  for  so  doing. 

§  9.  Patients  should  always,  when  practicable,  send  for  their  physician  in  the 
morning,  before  his  usual  hour  of  going  out ;  for,  by  being  early  aware  of  the 
visits  he  has  to  pay  during  the  day,  the  physician  is  able  to  apportion  his  time  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  an  interference  of  engagements.  Patients  should 
also  avoid  calling  on  their  medical  adviser  unnecessarily  during  the  hours  devoted 
to  meals  or  sleep.  They  should  always  be  in  readiness  to  receive  the  visits  of 
their  physician,  as  the  detention  of  a  few  minutes  is  often  of  serious  inconvenience 
to  him. 

§  10.  A  patient  should,  after  his  recovery,  entertain  a  just  and  enduring  sense 
of  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  him  by  his  physician ;  for  these  are  of  such  a 
character,  that  no  mere  pecuniary  acknowledgment  can  repay  or  cancel  them. 


CHAPTER  II. 


OF   THE    DUTIES    OP   PHYSICIANS    TO    EACH    OTHER,    AND    TO    THE    PROFESSION 

AT    LARGE. 

Art.  I. — Duties  fur  the  support  of  professional  charactei-. 

$  1 .  Every  individual,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes  thereby  entitled 
to  all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obligation  to  exert  his  best  abilities  to 
maintain  its  dignity  and  honor,  to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its 
usefulness.     He  should  therefore  observe  strictly,  such  laws  as  arc  instituted  for  the 
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government  of  its  members ; — should  avoid  all  contumelious  and  sarcastic 
remarks  relative  to  the  faculty,  as  a  body ;  and  while,  by  unwearied  diligence,  he 
resorts  to  every  honorable  means  of  enriching  the  science,  he  should  entertain  a 
due  respect  for  his  seniors,  who  have,  by  their  labors,  brought  it  to  the  elevated 
condition  in  which  he  finds  it. 

$  2.  There  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of  which  greater  purity  of  char- 
acter, and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence  are  required,  than  the  medical ; 
and  to  attain  such  eminence,  is  a  duty  every  physician  owes  alike  to  his  profession, 
and  to  his  patients.  It  is  due  to  the  latter,  as  without  it  he  can  not  command 
their  respect  anil  confidence,  and  to  both,  because  no  scientific  attainments  can 
compensate  for  the  want  of  correct   moral   principles.     It  is  also  incumbent  upon 

the  faculty  to  be  temperate  in  all  things,  for  the  practice  of  physic  requires  the 
unremitting  exercise  of  a  clear  and  vigorous  understanding  ;  and,  on  emergencies 
for  which  no  professional  man  should  be  unprepared,  a  stead;  hand,  an  acute  eye, 

Mini  an  unclouded  head  may  be  essential  to  the  well-being,  and  even  to  the  life,  of 
a  fellow  creature. 

$  8.  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession,  to  resort  to  public  adver- 
tisements or  private  cards   or   handbills,    inviting    the   attention   of   individuals 

affected  with  particular  diseases — publicly  offering  advice  ami  medicine  to  the 
poor  gratis,  or  promising  radical  cores  ;  or  to  publish  cases  and  operations  in  the 
daily  prints  or  suffer  such  publications  to  be  made  ; — to  invite  laymen  to  he  pres- 
ent at  operations, — to  boasl  of  cures  and  remedies, — in  adduce  certificates  of  skill 

and  success,  or  to  perform  any  other  similar  act-.  These  are  tin'  ordinary  prac- 
tices of  empirics,  and  are  highly  reprehensible  in  a  regular  physician. 

^  -t.  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  il,  for  a  physician  to  hold 
a  patent  lor  any  surgical  instrument,  or  medicine  ;  or  todispense  a  secret  nostrum, 

whether  it  be  the  composition  or  exclusive  property  of  himself,  or  of  others.  For 
if  such  nostrum  be  of  real  efficacy,  any  concealment  regarding  it  is  inconsistent 
with  beneficence  ami  professional  liberality;  aml.il  mystery  alone  give  it  value 

ami    importance,  Mich   craft    implies   either  disgraceful    ignorance,  or  fraudulent 

avarice,  li  is  also  reprehensible  for  physicians  to  give  certificates  attesting  the 
efficacy  of  patent  or  secret  medicines,  or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  use  of  them. 

Akt.  II. — Professional  servia s  of  pAysicuuu  to  each  otht  i . 
>i  1.  All  practitioners  of  medicme,  their  wives,  and  their  children  while  under 

the  paternal  care,  arc  entitled  to  the  gratuitous  sen  ices  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
faculty  residing  near  them,  whose  assistance  may  be  desired.  A  phvsician 
afflicted  with  disease  is  usually  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  case;  and  the 
natural  anxiety  and  solicitude  which  he  experiences  at  the  sickness  of  a  wife,  a 
child,  or  any  one  who  by  the  tics  of  consanguinity  is  rendered  peculiarly  dear  to 
him,  tend  to  obscure  his  judgment,  and  produce  timidity  and  irresolution  in  his 
practice.  Under  such  circumstance-,  medical  men  arc  peculiarlv  dependent  upon 
each  other,  and  kind  offices  and  professional  aid  should  always  be  cheerfullv  and 
gratuitously  afforded.  Visits  ought  not,  however,  to  be  obtruded  officiously;  as 
such  unasked  civility  may  give  rise  to  embarrassment,  or  interfere  with"  that 
choice,  on  which  confidence  depends.  But,  if  a  distant  member  of  the  facultv 
whoso  circumstances  arc  affluent,  request  attendance,  and  an   honorarium  be 
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offered,  it  should  not  be  declined ;  for  no  pecuniary  obligation  ought  to  be  imposed, 
which  the  party  receiving  it  would  wish  not  to  incur. 

Art.  III. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  as  respects  vicarious  offices. 

§  1 .  The  affairs  of  life,  the  pursuit  of  health,  and  the  various  accidents  and 
contingencies  to  which  a  medical  man  is  peculiarly  exposed,  sometimes  require 
him  temporarily  to  withdraw  from  his  duties  to  his  patients,  and  to  request  some 
of  his  professional  brethren  to  officiate  for  him.  Compliance  with  this  request  is 
an  act  of  courtesy,  which  should  always  be  performed  with  the  utmost  considera- 
tion for  the  interest  and  character  of  the  family  physician,  and  when  exercised  for 
a  short  period,  all  the  pecuniary  obligations  for  such  service  should  be  awarded  to 
him.  But  if  a  member  of  the  profession  neglect  his  business  in  quest  of  pleasure 
and  amusement,  he  can  not  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
frequent  and  long-continued  exercise  of  tills  fraternal  courtesy,  without  awarding 
to  the  physician  who  officiates  the  fees  arising  from  the  discharge  of  his  profes- 
sional duties. 

In  obstetrical  and  important  surgical  cases,  which  give  rise  to  unusual  fatigue, 
anxiety  and  responsibility,  it  is  just  that  the  fees  accruing  therefrom  should  be 
awarded  to  the  physician  who  officiates. 

Art.  IV. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  consultations. 

§  1 .  A  regular  medical  education  furnishes  the  only  presumptive  evidence  of 
professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought  to  be  the  only  acknowledged 
right  of  an  individual  to  the  exercise  and  honors  of  his  profession.  Nevertheless, 
as  in  consultations  the  good  of  the  patient  is  the  sole  object  in  view,  and  this  is 
often  dependent  on  personal  confidence,  no  intelligent  regular  practitioner,  who 
has  a  license  to  practice  from  some  medical  board  of  known  and  acknowledged 
respectability,  recognized  by  this  association,  and  who  is  in  good  moral  and  pro- 
fessional standing  in  the  place  in  which  he  resides,  should  be  fastidiously  excluded 
from  fellowship,  or  his  aid  refused  in  consultation  when  it  is  requested  by  the 
patient.  But  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular  practitioner,  or  a  fit  asso- 
ciate in  consultation,  whose  practice  is  based  on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the 
rejection  of  the  accumulated  experience  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually 
furnished  by  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry. 

§  2.  In  consultations  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  indulged ;  candor, 
probity,  and  all  due  respect  should  bo  exercised  toward  the  physician  having 
charge  of  the  case. 

§  3.  In  consultations  the  attending  physician  should  be  the  first  to  propose  the 
necessary  questions  to  the  sick  ;  after  which  the  consulting  physician  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  make  such  further  inquiries  of  the  patient  as  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  him  of  the  true  character  of  the  case.  Both  physicians  should  then 
retire  to  a  private  place  for  deliberation  ;  and  the  one  first  in  attendance  should 
communicate  the  directions  agreed  upon  to  the  patient  or  his  friends,  as  well  as 
any  opinions  which  it  may  lie  thought  proper  to  express.  But  no  statement  or 
discussion  of  it  should  take  place  before  the  patient  or  his  friends,  except  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  faculty  attending,  and  by  their  common  consent ;  and  no  opin- 
ions or  prognostications  should  be  delivered,  which  are  not  the  result  of  previous 
deliberation  and  concurrence. 
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$  4.  In  consultations,  the  physician  in  attendance  should  deliver  his  opinion 
tirst ;  and  when  there  are  several  consulting,  they  should  deliver  their  opinions  in 
the  order  in  which  they  have  been  called  in.  Xo  decision,  however,  should 
restrain  the  attending  physician  from  making  and  variations  in  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment, as  any  subsequent  unexpected  change  in  the  character  of  the  case  may 
demand.  15ut  such  variation  and  the  reasons  for  it  ought  to  be  carefully  detailed 
;n  the  next  meeting  in  consultation.  The  same  privilege  belongs  also  to  the  con- 
sulting physician  if  he  is  Bent  for  in  an  emergency,  when  the  regular  attendant  is 
out  of  the  way,  and  similar  explanations  must  lie  made  by  him,  at  the  next  con- 
sultation. 

$  5.  The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  the  visits  of  physicians 
when  they  are  to  hold  consultation  together,  and  this  i-  generally  practicable,  for 
society  has  been  considerate  enough  to  allow  the  plea  of  a  professional  engage- 
ment to  take  precedence  of  all  others,  and  to  be  an  ample  reason  fur  the  relin- 
quishment of  any   present   occupation.     Hut  as    professional   engagements  mav 

sometimes  interfere,  and  delay of  the  panic-,  the  physician  who  first  arrives 

should  wait  for  his  associate  a  reasonable  period,  alter  which  the  consultation 
hould  be  considered  as  postponed  to  a  new  appointment.    If  It  be  the  attending 

physician  who  is  present,  he  will  of  course  see  the  patient  and  prescribe;  but  if  it 
be  the  consulting  one,  he  should  reiiiv,  except  In  ca.-e  of  emergency,  or  when  he 
has  been  called  from  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  latter  case  he  may  examine 
the  patient,  and  give  his  opinion  in  writing  and  unefar  seal,  to  be  delivered  to  hii 
associate, 

$  6.  In  consultations,  theoretical  discussions  would  be  avoided,  as  occasioning 
perplexity  and  loss  of  time,  For  there  maj  be  much  diversity  of  opinion  con- 
cerning  speculative  points,  with  perfect  agreement  in  those  modes  of  practice 
which  arc  founded,  not  <>"  hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observation. 

§  7.  All  discussions  in  consultation  should  be  held  us  secret  and  confidential. 
Neither  by  words  nor  manner  should  an)  of  the  panics  to  a  consultation  assert  or 
insinuate,  that  any  pan  of  the  treatment  punned  did  not  receive  his  assent.    The 

responsibility    must   be  equally  divided  between  the  medical  attendants, they 

must  equally  share  the  credit  of  success  as  well  as  the  blame  of  failure. 

j  8.  Should  an  irrec liable  diversity  of  opinion  occur  when  several  physicians 

arc  called  upon  to  consult  together,  the  opinion  of  the  majority  should  be  consid- 
ered as  decisive  ;  but  it  the  number-  be  equal  on  each  Bide,  then  the  decision  should 
rest  with  the  attending  physician,  It  may, moreover,  sometimes  happen,  that 
two  physicians  can  not  agree  in  their  views  of  the  nature  of  a  case,  and  the  treat- 
ment to  be  pursued.  This  is  a  circumstance  much  to  be  deplored,  and  should 
always  b8  avoided,  it'  possible,  by  mutual  concessions,  as  far  as  thev  can  be  justi- 
fied by  a  conscientious  regard  for  the  dictates  of  judgment.  But  in  the  event  of 
its  occurrence,  a  third  physician  should,  if  practicable,  Ik'  called  to  act  as  umpire, 
and  if  circumstances  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  course,  it  must  be  left  to  the 
patient  to  select  the  physician  in  whom  he  is  most  willing  to  confide.  But  as 
every  physician  relics  upon  the  rectitude  of  hi-  judgment,  he  should,  when  left 
in  the  minority,  politely  and  consistently  retire  from  any  further  deliberation  in 
the  consultation,  or  participation  in  the  management  of  the  ease. 

<t  9,  As  circumstances  sometimes  occur  to  render  a  s/MciWrotwu/tafion  desirable 
when  the  continued  attendance  of  two  physicians  might  be  objectionable  to  the 
patient,  the  member  of  the  faculty  whose  assistance  is  required  in  such  cases 
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should  sedulously  guard  against  all  future  unsolicited  attendance.  As  such  con- 
sultations require  an  extraordinary  portion  both  of  time  and  attention,  at  least  a 
double  honorarium  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

§  10.  A  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consult,  should  observe  the  most  hon- 
orable and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and  standing  of  the  practitioner  in 
attendance  :  the  practice  of  the  latter,  if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it 
can  be,  consistently  with  a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinua- 
tion should  be  thrown  out,  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  or 
affect  his  reputation.  The  consulting  physician  should  also  carefully  refrain  from 
any  of  those  extraordinary  attentions  or  assiduities,  which  are  too  often  practiced 
by  the  dishonest  for  the  base  purpose  of  gaining  applause,  or  ingratiating  them- 
selves into  the  favor  of  families  and  individuals. 

Art.  V. — Duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference. 

<i  1.  Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  and  those  admitted  into  its  ranks  should 
found  their  expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent  of  their  qualifications,  not  on 
intrigue  or  artifice. 

§  2.  A  physician,  in  his  intercourse  with  a  patient  under  the  care  of  another 
practitioner,  should  observe  the  strictest  caution  and  reserve.  No  meddling 
inquiries  should  be  made ;  no  disingenuous  hints  given  relative  to  the  nature  and 
treatment  of  his  disorder ;  nor  any  course  of  conduct  pursued  that  may  directly  or 
indirectly  tend  to  diminish  the  trust  reposed  in  the  physician  employed. 

§  3.  The  same  circumspection  and  reserve  should  be  observed,  when,  from 
motives  of  business  or  friendship,  a  physician  is  prompted  to  visit  an  individual 
who  is  under  the  direction  of  another  practitioner.  Indeed,  such  visits  should  be 
avoided,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  when  they  are  made,  no  par- 
ticular inquiries  should  be  instituted  relative  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  or  the 
remedies  employed,  but  the  topics  of  conversation  should  be  as  foreign  to  the 
case  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

$  4.  A  physician  ought  not  to  take  charge  of,  or  prescribe  for  a  patient  who 
has  recently  been  under  the  care  of  another  member  of  the  faculty  in  the  same 
illness,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency,  or  in  consultation  with  the  physician 
previously  in  attendance,  or  when  the  latter  has  relinquished  the  case  or  been 
regularly  notified  that  his  services  are  no  longer  desired.  Under  such  circum- 
stances no  unjust  and  illiberal  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  or  practice  previously  pursued,  which  should  lie  justified  as  far  as 
candor,  and  regard  for  truth  and  probity  will  permit ;  for  it  often  happens,  that 
patients  become  dissatisfied  when  they  do  not  experience  immediate  relief,  and, 
as  many  diseases  are  naturally  protracted,  the  want  of  success,  in  the  first  stage 
of  treatment,  affords  no  evidence  of  a  lack  of  professional  knowledge  and  skill. 

§  5.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  an  urgent  case,  because  the  family  attendant 
is  not  at  hand,  lie  ought,  unless  his  assistance  in  consultation  be  desired,  to  resign 
the  care  of  the  patient  to  the  latter  immediately  on  his  arrival. 

§  6.  It  often  happens,  in  cases  of  sudden  illness,  or  of  recent  accidents  and 
injuries,  owing  to  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  friends,  that  a  number  of  physicians 
are  simultaneously  sent  for.  Under  these  circumstances  courtesy  should  assign 
the  patient  to  the  first  who  arrives,  who  should  select  from  those  present,  any 
additional  assistance  that  ho  may  deem  necessary.    In  all  such  cases,  however, 
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the  practitioner  who  officiates,  should  request  the  family  physician,  if  there  be  one, 
to  be  called,  and,  unless  his  further  attendance  be  requested,  should  resign  the 
case  to  the  latter  on  his  arrival. 

t)  7.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  the  patient  of  another  practitioner,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  latter,  he  ought,  on  the  return  or  recovery 
of  the  regular  attendant,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  patient,  to  surrender  the 
case. 

$  8.  A  physician,  when  visiting  a  siek  person  in  the  country,  may  be  desired  to 
see  a  neighboring  patient  who  is  under  the  direction  of  another  physician,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  sudden  change  "r  aggravation  of  symptoms.  The  conduct  to 
be  pursued  on  such  an  occasion  is  to  give  advice  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances  ;  to  interfere  no  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with  the  general  plan 
of  treatment ;  to  assume  no  future  direction,  unless  it  be  expressly  desired  ;  and, 
in  this  but  case,  to  request  an  immediate  consultation  with  the  practitioner 
i o ■■  \  iously  employed. 

$  •).  A  wealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  grata  to  the  affluent ;  because 

his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional  brethren.    Tl IhVe  of  a  physician 

can  never  l«-  supported  as  an  exclusively  beneficent  one  ;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in 
some  degree,  the  common  funds  lor  its  support,  when  fees  an'  dispensed  with, 
which  might  justly  be  claimed. 

«  10.  When  a  physician  who  has  been  engaged  to  attend  a  case  of  midwifery  is 
absent,  and  another  is  .sent  for,  if  delivery  is  act  omplished  during  the  attendance 
of  the   latter,  he  is  entitled  to  the  Ice,  but  should    resign  the  patient  to  the  practi- 


Ai;i  .  VI. — Of  difference)  between  ph/siciaiu 

If   I.   Diversity  of  opinion,  and  opposition  of  interest,  may,  in  the  medical,  as  in 

other  professions,  sometimes  occasion  controversy  ami  even  contention.  When- 
ever such  eases  unfortunately  occur,  ami  can  not  be  immediately  terminated,  they 
should  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  physicians,  or  a 
court-medical. 

As  peculiar  reserve  mast  be  maintained  by  physicians  toward  the  public,  in 
regard  to  professional  matters,  ami  as  there  exist  numerous  point-  in  medical 

ethics  and  etiquette  through  which  the  feelings  of  medical   men  may  be  painfully 

assailed  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  whii  b  i  "i  not  be  understood  or 

appreciated  by  general  society  ,  neither  the  subject  matter  of  such  differences  nor 

the  adjudication  of  the  arbitrators  should  be  made  public,  a-  publicity  in  a  case  of 

ilns  nature  may  be  personally  injurious  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  can 
hardly  fail  to  bring  discredit  on  the  faculty. 

Akt.  VII. — Of  pecuniary  acknowledgmenti 

4  1.  Some  general  rules  should  lie  adopted  by  the  faculty,  in  every  town  or 
district,  relative  to  pecuniary  acknowledgments  from  their  patients  ;  and  it  should 
be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to  these  rules  with  as  much  nnifonnity  as 
varying  circumstances  will  admit. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

OF    THE    DUTIES    OF    THE    PROFESSION    TO    THE     PUBLIC,    AND     OF     THE     OBLI- 
GATIONS   OF    THE    PUBLIC    TO    THE    PROFESSION. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 

$  1 .  As  good  citizens,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  be  ever  vigilant  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  and  to  bear  their  part  in  sustaining  its  institutions  and  bur- 
dens ;  they  should  also  be  ever  ready  to  give  counsel  to  the  public  in  relation  to 
matters  especially  appertaining  to  their  profession,  as  on  subjects  of  medical  police, 
public  hygiene,  and  legal  medicine.  It  is  their  province  to  enlighten  the  public  in 
regard  to  quarantine  regulations, — the  location,  arrangement,  and  dietaries  of  hos- 
pitals, asylums,  schools,  prisons,  and  similar  institutions, — in  relation  to  the  medical 
police  of  towns,  as  drainage,  ventilation,  &c, — and  in  regard  to  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases  ;  and  when  pestilence  prevails,  it 
is  their  duty  to  face  the  danger,  and  to  continue  their  labors  for  the  alleviation  of 
the  suffering,  even  at  the  jeopardy  of  their  own  lives. 

$  2.  Medical  men  should  also  be  always  ready,  when  called  on  by  the  legally 
constituted  authorities,  to  enlighten  coroners'  inquests  and  courts  of  justice,  on 
subjects  strictly  medical, — such  as  involve  questions  relating  to  sanity,  legitimacy, 
murder  by  poisons  or  other  violent  means,  and  in  regard  to  the  various  other  sub- 
jects embraced  in  the  science  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  in  these  eases,  and 
especially  where  they  are  required  to  make  a  post-mortem  examination,  it  is  just, 
in  consequence  of  the  time,  labor  and  skill  required,  and  the  responsibility  and 
risk  they  incur,  that  the  public  should  award  them  a  proper  honorarium. 

§  3.  There  is  no  profession,  by  the  members  of  which,  eleemosynary  services 
are  more  liberally  dispensed,  than  the  medical,  but  justice  requires  that  some 
limits  should  be  placed  to  the  performance  of  such  good  offices.  Poverty,  profes" 
sional  brotherhood,  and  certam  public  duties  referred  to  in  section  1  of  this 
chapter,  should  always  be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for  gratuitous 
services  ;  but  neither  institutions  endowed  by  the  public  or  by  rich  individuals, 
societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the  insurance  of  lives  or  for  analogous  purposes, 
nor  any  profession  or  occupation,  can  be  admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor 
can  it  be  justly  expected  of  physicians  to  furnish  certificates  of  inability  to  serve 
on  juries,  to  perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the  state  of  health  of  persons 
wishing  to  insure  their  lives,  obtain  pensions,  or  the  like,  without  a  pecuniary 
acknowledgment,  But  to  individuals  in  indigent  circumstances,  such  profes- 
sional services  should  always  be  cheerfully  and  freely  accorded. 

§  4.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians,  who  are  frequent  witnesses  of  the  enormities 
committed  by  quackery,  and  the  injury  to  health  and  even  destruction  of  life 
caused  by  the  use  of  quack  medicines,  to  enlighten  the  public  on  these  subjects,  to 
expose  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  unwary  from  the  devices  and  pretensions  of 
artful  empirics  and  impostors.  Physicians  ought  to  use  all  the  influence  which 
they  may  possess,  as  professors  in  Colleges  of  Pharmacy,  and  by  exercising  their 
option  in  regard  to  the  shops  to  which  their  prescriptions  shall  be  sent,  to  dis- 
courage druggists  and  apothecaries  from  vending  quack  or  secret  medicines,  or 
from  being  in  any  way  engaged  in  their  manufacture  and  sale. 


53 


Aiit.  II. — Obligation!  oj  theputUc  to  physicians. 

^  1.  The  benefits  accruing  to  the  public,  directly  and  indirectly,  from  the  active 
and  unwearied  beneficence  of  the  profession,  are  bo  numerous  and  important,  that 
physicians  are  justly  entitled  to  the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  from  the 
community.  The  public  ought  liken  ise  to  entertain  a  j  1 1  ~ t  appreciation  of  medical 
qualifications; — to  make  a  proper  discrimination  between  true  Bcience  and  the 
assumptions  of  ignorance  and  empiricism, — to  afford  every  encouragement  and 
facility  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  edncation, — and  no  longer  to  allow  the 
statute  books  to  exliiliit  the  anomaly  of  exacting  knowledge  from  physicians, 
under  liability  to  heavy  penalties,  and  of  making  them  obnoxious  to  punishment 
for  resorting  i<>  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it. 


Swsnqrjital  glutei]  of  %x$m  g&Ulcb,  11.  g. 

BY    A.    W.    HARUCWS,    M.    D. 

[Bead  before  the  "  Hartford  Medical   Society,"  and  published  in  the  Bo9ton 
Medico]  and  Surgical  Journal  by  request  of  tin'  members.] 

l)it.  Archibald  Welch  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  late  Rev. 
Moses  Cook  Welch,  J).  I).,  and  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Windham 
county,  Ct.,  March  18,  179  I.  II.-  was  educated  under  the  watchful 
eye  of  his  father.  During  his  younger  years  he  attended  the  com- 
mon district  school;  hni  In- was  instructed  iii  the  languages  and 
higher  English  brunches,  by  his  father  himself. 

In  the  autumn  of  1818,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Joseph 
Palmer,  M.  1).,  of  Ashford,  in  this  State,  a  physician  and  surgeon  of 
considerable  celebrity,  and  enjoying  an  extensive  practice  in  his  own 
and  neighboring  parishes,  lie  remained  with  I  >r.  Palmer  as  a  student 
of  medicine  during  the  next  three  year-,  except  the  time  -pent  in 
attending  two  courses  of  lectures  at  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale 
College.  Beceh  ing  a  license,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine 
in  his  native  town  at  the  early  age  "I  twenty-two  years.  And  not- 
withstanding the  usual  prejudice  against  employing  a  young  man  in 
such  responsible  duties  as  devolve  on  a  physician,  he  soon  received 
the  patronage  and  confidence  of  the  community  to  a  liberal  extent. 

In  December,  1S3-J,  he  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  late  S.  B. 
Woodward,  INI.  D.,  then  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  to  occupy  the  place 
lie  was  about  to  leave;  and  in  the  game  Beason  Dr.  Welch  removed 
to  that  town.  His  reputation  as  a  well-educated  and  successful 
physician,  his  gentlemanly  demeanor  and  pleasing  address,  at  once 
introduced  him  into  the  best  families  of  the  place,  and  won  for  him 
;hr  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  in  his  new  field. 

In  L886,by  the  recommendation  of  the  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut 
Medical  Society,  lie  received  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D.  from 
Vale  College. 
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After  sixteen  years'  residence  in  Wethersfield,  he  became  con- 
vinced, as  he  has  himself  stated,  "  that  he  could  no  longer  endure  the 
hardships  of  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  country."  He  therefore 
decided,  though  with  great  reluctance,  that  it  was  his  duty  to  exchange 
that  post  for  one  which  would  not  make  such  drafts  upon  his  strength. 
Before  leaving,  he  was  strongly  solicited  by  his  numerous  friends  to 
abandon  his  purpose  and  continue  with  them.  A  communication 
was  received  by  him,  signed  by  more  than  fifty  families  of  the  place, 
urging  him  to  remain. 

His  reason  for  selecting  Hartford  as  the  place  of  his  future  prac- 
tice, I  will  state  in  his  own  words.  "  I  did  not  prefer  Hartford 
because  I  considered  it  deficient  in  number  or  ability  of  medical  men. 
But  being  somewhat  intimately  acquainted  with  them  and  their 
social  and  honorable  qualities,  I  was  desirous  to  avail  myself  of  the 
benefit  and  pleasure  of  their  society."  He  therefore  removed  to 
Hartford  in  December,  1848.  Of  his  success  in  his  profession,  his 
standing  in  the  estimation  of  his  medical  brethren,  and  his  apprecia- 
tion by  the  public  in  this  vicinity,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  speak 
at  length.  With  his  professional  career,  you,  gentlemen,  are  all 
familiar.  I  will,  therefore,  only  say  that  when  Dr.  Welch  came  to 
our  city  he  was  preceded  by  a  well-grounded  reputation,  which  con- 
tinually increased  with  his  acquaintance  with  our  citizens.  For  many 
years  he  had  enjoyed  the  high  esteem  and  respect  of  the  members  of 
the  profession,  and  his  fidelity  and  skill  were  rewarded  by  the  confi- 
dence and  liberal  patronage  of  the  community. 

In  practice,  he  did  not  study  to  distinguish  himself  in  any  particu- 
lar branch  more  than  another,  whether  of  medicine  or  of  surgery, 
but  ever  held  himself  ready  for  whatever  he  might  be  called  to  treat. 
Dr.  Welch  was  a  close  observer.  He  studied  the  character  of  dis- 
ease at  the  bedside.  In  prescribing  for  the  sick,  he  was  deliberate 
and  careful,  ordinarily  using  mild  means,  and  trusting  much  to  the 
powers  of  nature  for  the  removal  of  disease ;  yet  he  was  prompt  in 
adopting  active  measures  in  those  eases  where  they  were  required. 
He  was  exact  as  to  doses,  and  particular  and  definite  in  his  directions. 
His  intercourse  with  the  sick  was  distinguished  by  kindly  interest, 
gentleness  of  manner,  and  unusual  self-possession.  lie  was  familiar 
but  chaste  in  his  language,  listening  with  patient  attention  to  the 
history  of  their  complaints.  In  investigating  disease  he  was  thor- 
ough, at  the  same  time  treating  his  patients  with  great  delicacy  and 
kindness.  In  his  examination  of  patients,  he  made  them  feel  that  he 
gave  himself  up  wholly  for  the  time  to  them. 
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His  relations  with  the  members  of  the  profession  were  almost 
without  exception  the  most  pleasant  and  happy.  He  had  their  con- 
fidence, and  was  often  called  by  them  in  consultation.  His  treat- 
ment of  them  was  marked  by  fairness  and  a  high  sense  of  honor. 
Dr.  Welch  loved  the  society  of  his  medical  brethren,  and  his  social 
Intercourse  with  them  was  characterized  by  fraternal  sympathy  and 
regard.  He  was  strongly  attached  to  his  old  associates,  men  of  his 
own  age,  with  whom  he  had  borne  the  common  responsibilities  and 
caics  of  medical  practice,  lie  also  felt  a  peculiar  interest  in  the 
young  men  of"  the  profession.  His  manner  with  them  was  very 
friendly  and  companionable,  and  he  took  pleasure  in  imparting  to 
them  the  fruits  of  his  experience.  In  this  way  he  won  the  warm 
regard  of  the  young  physicians  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Few 
men  were  more  generally  acquainted  with  the  physicians  of  our 
State,  or  had  more  personal  friends  among  them. 

Dr.  W.  placed  a  high  estimate  upon  the  benefits  accruing  to  the 
profession,  from  medical  societies  and  association-,  and  sought  by  all 
means  in  bis  power  to  contribute  to  their  support  and  efficiency. 
He  took  a  deep  interest  in  tin' welfare  of  the  State  Medical  Society, 
and  made  his  arrangements  to  attend  it-  annual  conventions,  allow- 
ing no  ordinary  business  to  deter  him  from  being  present  on  these 
occasions. 

He  was  very  hospitable,  and  enjoyed  the  company  of  his  friends 
at  his  own  fireside,  and  around  his  own  table.  Very  many  of  these 
will  always  remember  the  cheerful  welcome  they  received  at  his 
door,  and  the  gratification  they  imparted  a-  well  as  enjoyed  at  his 
house. 

His  disposition  wa-  naturally  quick;  but  by  self-culture  had  been 
subdued  to  almost  unvarying  evenness  and  sweetness.  He  had  an 
earnest  belief  in  whatever  opinion  lie  held,  and  in  general  quite  as 
earnest  conviction  of  the  erroneous  character  of  opposite  views.  It 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  thai  such  a  mind  should  make  less 
account  than  is  sometimes  necessary,  of  the  force  of  constitutional 
or  educational  bias  in  the  formation  of  intellectual  views.  It  was 
his  disposition  to  judge  of  the  correctness  of  a  proposition  by  its 
moral  bearings.  Hence  questions  of  propriety,  or  policy,  or  expe- 
diency, had  to  pass  a  double  scrutiny  before  they  were  approved  by 
him.  It  is  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  should  pronounce  severe 
judgments  upon  those  who  seemed  to  disregard  the  moral  bearings  of 
a  question,  in  accepting  the  cold  deductions  of  logic. 

The  principles  of  Christianity  lay  deep  in  the  ground-work  of  his 
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character,  and  found  expression  in  his  daily  life  and  habits.  They 
were,  recognized  in  his  business  transactions  no  less  than  in  his 
family  government, 

Dr.  Welch,  as  has  been  already  intimated,  had  not  a  very  robust 
constitution.  He  had  several  severe  attacks  of  disease,  and  was  on 
two  or  three  occasions  greatly  prostrated  with  fever.  During  the 
earlier  periods  of  his  life  he  suffered  much  from  dyspepsia,  but  as  he 
advanced  in  years  he  in  a  great  measure  surmounted  this  difficulty, 
and  his  health  in  all  respects  was  improved.  It  is  believed  that  at 
no  period  of  his  life  did  he  enjoy  such  uninterrupted  health  as  during 
his  last  years,  or  that  he  was  ever  able  to  perform  more  labor  than 
at  this  period.  At  the  time  of  his  death  his  form  was  erect,  his  step 
elastic,  all  his  faculties  were  vigorous,  and  very  few  persons  of  his 
years  had  a  fairer  prospect  of  prolonged  life.  Dr.  Welch  died  May 
6th,  1853,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  You  are  all  familiar  with 
the  circumstances  attending  his  death.  He  spent  the  last  days  of 
his  life  in  attending  the  American  Medical  Association  in  New  York 
city. 


|ito-gra#cal  SHbtcjf  of  Dr.  ^icjjan}  iftanror. 

Richard  Warner,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Hadlyme,  Conn.,  October 
19th,  1794.  He  was  prepared  for  college  under  the  instruction  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Vaile,  of  his  native  place  ;  entered  Yale  College  in 
1813  ;  and  graduated,  with  a  good  reputation  for  scholarship,  in 
1817.  Among  his  classmates  and  intimate  friends,  were  Nathan  R. 
Smith,  M.  D.,  late  of  Baltimore  ;  Chief-Justice  Joel  Jones,  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  Bishop  Delancy  of  Western  New  York ;  Hon.  Charles  J. 
McCurdy,  of  this  State,  &c.  After  leaving  college,  Mr.  Warner 
taught  school  for  about  two  years,  studying  medicine  meantime  with 
his  brother,  Dr.  Andrew  F.  Warner,  of  Haddam.  In  1821,  he 
received  his  degree  of  M.  D.,  at  Yale  Medical  College,  and  engaged 
in  practice  in  his  native  place  and  the  adjoining  town  of  Chester, 
but  in  May,  1823,  settled  in  East  Haddam,  where  he  remained  until 
the  commencement  of  the  year  1831,  when  he  removed  to  Cromwell, 
and  practiced  there  until  his  death,  September  29th,  1853.     On  the 
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death  of  his  brother  in  Haddam  in  1825,  he  received  an  invitation, 
signed  by  over  one  hundred  citizens  of  that  place,  to  remove  there  ; 
and  in  1829,  another  from  Lyme,  also  very  numerously  signed,  but 
declined  both. 

In  Dr.  Warner's  younger  days,  he  was  very  full  of  life  and  spirits, 
not  a  hard  student,  learning  more  from  observation  than  close  appli- 
cation to  books, — but  his  perception  being  acute  and  his  memory 
retentive,  he  learned  well  what  he  knew.  In  the  classics,  he  was  a 
fair  scholar,  but  the  natural  sciences,  botany,  geology,  mineralogy, 
and  conchology,  were  his  favorite  pursuits,  and  he  devoted  much 
attention  to  them.  He  had  rather  a  speculative  turn  of  mind,  and 
every  new  theory  received  more  or  less  of  his  attention.  He  was  an 
independent  thinker,  and  fearlessly  acted  out  his  convictions.  He 
rather  wanted  the  worldly  policy,  which  so  materially  favors  success 
and  leads  to  popularity.  He  was  a  great  friend  to  all  the  moral 
reforms  of  the  day,  and  took  an  active  pari  in  favoring  them.  A 
good  citizen,  and  guided  by  an  enlightened  public  spirit,  he  gave  his 
time  and  efforts  to  the  advancement  of  the  place  in  which  he  lived. 
As  a  physician,  Dr.  Warner  practiced  successfully  and  acceptably. 
His  remedies  were  generally  potent  and  efficient  ;  as  lie  had  no  very 
great  confidence  in  the  unaided  vii  medicatrix  natures.  Quacks  and 
([uackcry  he  abhorred  with  a  perfect  and  honest  abhorrence,  and 
never  stooped  to  any  of  the  empirical  arts  and  practices  by  which 
our  profession  is  too  often  disgraced.  I.ike  many  others  of  his  class. 
Dr.  AV.  gave  much  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  poor. 

Dr.  Warner  was  an  honest,  upright  man,  and  a  sincere  Christian. 
Living  he  professed  the  faith  openly,  and  dying  it  was  his  support 
and  consolation. 

In  conclusion,  Dr.  Warner  was  a  nu'.n  of  strong  character,  and  on 
that  very  aeeount  had  warm  friends  and  hitter  enemies.  His  disease 
was  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  intestinal  canal;  about  which 
however  no  apprehensions  seemed  to  have  been  entertained,  until 
the  hist  moment.  The  doctor,  though  feeling  unwell,  had  attended 
to  his  business  until  (>  P.  M.  of  the  28th — suffered  much  in  the 
night,  with  pain  and  vomiting.  The  writer  saw  him  the  next  noon 
in  consultation  with  his  nephew,  Dr.  Gilbert,  of  Portland,  and  found 
liim  rapidly  failing,  with  cold  extremities  and  almost  imperceptible 
poise.  He  died  about  1  P.  M.,  and  the  autopsy  revealed  extensive 
disease  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  duodenum  and  small  intes- 
tines, with  softening  and  perforation. 
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Dr.  Warner  repeatedly  filled  offices  of  trust  and  honor  in  the  town 
where  he  lived,  and  in  the  medical  societies  to  which  he  belonged ; 
was  often  Fellow  of  the  Middlesex  County  Society— at  one  time  its 
President ;  a  Dissertator  at  one  of  the  annual  State  Medical  Con- 
ventions, and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  President  of  the  State  Medical 
Society.  W.  B.  C. 


AN    ESSAY 


SOME    DISEASES    OF    THE    CERVIX    UTERI. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  : — 

Among  the  primary  and  main  objects  of  such  medical  associations 
as  ours,  are  doubtles9  the  collection  of  well-ascertained  facts,  and 
the  accumulation  of  the  individual  experience  of  their  members.  It 
is  in  this  way  that  Medical  Science  can  be  most  certainly  advanced, 
and  the  influence  of  our  profession  most  sensibly  perceived,  as  well 
as  its  usefulness  most  widely  extended.  The  appointment  of  Dis- 
sertators  and  Essayists,  while  it  adds  to  the  interest  of  OUT  Conven- 
tions, is  but  one  method  of  carrying  out  their  objects.  The  opinions 
and  observations  of  one  and  another  on  various  -ubjects  are  thus 
drawn  out  and  made  available  tu  the  rest,  and  the  Society,  while  it 
reaps  the  benefit  of  the  practice,  assumes  no  responsibility  for  what 
it  elicits.  Keeping  these  ideas  in  view,  I  have  selected  as  my  theme 
some  of  the  more  common  diseases  of  the  Uterus,  being  convinced 
that  there  are  none  in  the  whole  range  of  practice  more  important, 
and  until  recently,  more  overlooked,  and  perhaps  even  mistreated. 

That  I  shall  throw  any  new  light  upon  the  subject,  I  have  not  the 
presumption  to  suppose  ;  but  it  is  sometimes  quite  as  useful  to  bring 
afresh  before  the  mind,  well-established  and  important  facts,  as  to 
originate  new  theories,  however  brilliant  and  fanciful.  If  then, 
what  I  have  to  say  shall  induce  any  of  my  brethren  to  pay  closer 
attention  to  the  large  and  interesting  class  of  uterine  maladies — to 
examine  them  more  critically,  and  study  them  more  carefully — the 
half-hour  that  you  will  expend  in  listening  to  my  remarks  will  not 
have  been  unprofitably  employed.  Without  further  exordium,  and 
no  other  apology  for  reiterating  what  many  of  those  before  me  know 
much  better  than  myself,  I  enter  at  once  upon  the  consideration  of 
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my  subject — which,  it  may  be  well,  however,  to  premise,  I  design  to 
treat,  if  not  in  a  desultory,  at  least  in  no  strictly  methodical  manner. 

The  diseases  of  the  organ  which  plays  so  essential  a  part  in  the 
female  economy,  are,  up  to  the  age  of  puberty,  extremely  rare,  and 
therefore  little  worthy,  at  this  time,  of  an  extended  notice.  That 
the  Uterus  sometimes  becomes  diseased  before  the  eruption  of  the 
menses,  can  not  be  doubted,  but  it  is  no  part  of  my  design  to  say 
anything  upon  this  point.  It  is  to  the  organ  during  its  active  exist- 
ence, so  to  speak,  that  I  wish  more  particularly  to  direct  your 
attention. 

We  have  reached,  then,  that  interesting  period  when  a  change 
passes  upon  the  female  system — when  the  young  girl  becomes  con- 
scious of  new  functions,  and  of  unaccustomed  sensations — when  her 
physical,  moral  and  intellectual  development  acquires  increased  vigor 
and  activity — when,  in  short,  she  ceases  to  be  a  child,  and  begins  to 
be  a  woman.  It  is  at  this  period,  that  there  is  frequently  laid  the 
foundation  of  diseases,  which  cling  to  the  unfortunate  patient  through 
life,  make  that  life  miserable,  and  finally,  perhaps  mercifully  shorten 
its  duration.  It  is  at  this  period  that  congestions  of  the  organ  not 
seldom  occur,  and  which,  according  to  the  treatment  received,  may 
occasion  but  brief  and  trivial  inconvenience,  or  may  eventuate  in 
protracted  and  almost  hopeless  suffering.  If  this  be  so,  it  is  certainly 
of  the  highest  importance  that  the  existence  of  these  diseases  should 
be  early  and  correctly  ascertained,  and  the  proper  treatment  judi- 
ciously and  without  loss  of  time,  put  in  requisition. 

How  then  are  we  to  know  when  there  is  danger  of  a  serious  affec- 
tion ?  When  the  young  patient  suffers  severely  at  her  menstrual 
periods ;  when  she  has  violent  pains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  back 
and  abdomen,  extending  along  the  groins  and  shooting  down  the 
inside  of  the  thighs ;  when  she  has  nausea  and  vomiting,  attended 
also  by  head-ache,  shivering,  and  other  signs  of  constitutional  dis- 
turbance ;  when  there  is  a  sensation  of  weight,  and  of  burning  low 
down  in  the  pelvis  ;  with  a  scanty  menstrual  appearance,  which  is 
followed  perhaps  by  a  leucorrheal  discharge,  we  may  be  sure  that  the 
uterus  is  the  seat  of  a  congestion  or  engorgement  which  should  not 
be  neglected. 

Were  I  writing  a  systematic  treatise  upon  Female  Diseases,  I 
should  perhaps  adopt  a  regular  and  rigorous  classification ;  should 
arrange  each  affection  under  the  heads  of  Causes,  Diagnosis,  Symp- 
toms, Prognosis,  and  Treatment,  and  should  perhaps  in  that  way 
avoid  some  repetition.    Fancying  however  that  a  little  discursiveness 
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will  not  be  out  of  place  even  upon  such  an  occasion  as  the  present,  I 
have  preferred  to  deviate  somewhat  from  the  beaten  track,  and  to 
sacrifice  system  to  the  desire  of  avoiding  tediousness.  Nevertheless, 
it  might  be  well  to  set  forth  with  some  minuteness  the  causes  of  these 
complaints  in  young  females,  could  they  always  be  clearly  ascer- 
tained. In  some  cases,  doubtless,  congestion  of  the  uterus  in  girls, 
arises  from  exposure  to  wet  and  cold;  from  inadequate  clothing,  and 
particularly  thin  shoes  ;  from  dancing,  walking,  or  inordinate  exercise 
during  a  catamenial  period  ;  and  sometimes,  I  am  6orry  to  add,  from 
improper  and  injurious  habits  or  practices;  but  in  many  cases  it  is 
impossible  to  trace  the  difficulty  to  any  of  the  foregoing  causes — all 
we  can  Irani  \<,  that  such  a  disease  exists  and  calls  urgently  for 
relief:  how  that  relief  is  to  be  afforded,  I  shall  consider  further  on. 
Bui  if  the  disease  mentioned  is  not  unfrequently  met  with  in 
young  and  unmarried  females,  it  i-  infinitely  more  common  among 
the  married.  In  fact  it  is  rare  to  And  a  unman  who  has  borne 
two  or  three  children,  entirely  free;  from  some  uterine  complaint. 
This  may  seem  aa  sweeping  assertion,  but  I  am  sore  that  the  expe- 
rience of  many  of  my  brethren  in  this  Society  wiB  bear  me  out  in 
the  remark.  Many  a  woman  Buffers  from  some  form  of  uterine 
disease,  who  yet  does  not  ask  professional  advice  therefor.  In 
very  many  instances,  the  inconvenience  is  BO  slight,  and  the  symp- 
toms so  moderate,  that  she  thinks  it  hardly  worth  while  to  complain 
of  it,  much  less  to  apply  for  treatment;  and  often,  even  when  she 
does  seek  advice,  it  is  only  by  dint  of  persevering  and  close  cross- 
questioning,  that  the  existence  of  any  deviation  from  uterine  health 
can  be  discovered  by  the  physician.  Tin-  patient  may  possibly 
acknowledge  "a  weakness,"  but  nothing  more.  The  natural  and 
in iniir,'  modesty  of  the  sex,  too,  frequently  interposes  an  impass- 
able barrier  to  the  inquirer.  It  may  be  objected,  that  when  a 
disease  is  apparently  so  trivial,  it  should  hardly,  in  fairness,  be 
termed  a  disease;  but  disease  of  a  serious  character  frequently  exists 
when  its  presence  is  entirely  unsuspected,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
any  alarming  symptoms  ;  and  moreover,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
as  a  perfectly  healthy  person  is  said  not  to  be  conscious  that  he  has 
any  stomach,  so  a  woman  who  is  quite  free  from  disorder  of  the 
uterus,  should  not  know  that  she  has  such  an  organ,  except  when  in 
the  menstrual  or  its  impregnated  state,  the  knowledge  is  forced  upon 
her.  At  all  events,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  diseased  conditions 
of  the  womb  are  exceedingly  prevalent  among  females,  especially 
married  females,  in  every  rank  and  condition  of  society.     Of  these. 
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the  affections  most  commonly  met  with  are  congestions  of  the  uterus, 
and  granulations  and  ulcerations  of  the  cervix,  and  to  these  therefore 
in  particular  I  shall  direct  your  attention. 

The  learned  and  experienced  Prof.  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia,  states 
in  his  Report  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  presented  at  its 
last  meeting,  (vol.  vi.,  pp.  386,)  that  "an  ulceration  of  the  womb  is 
among  the  rarest  of  diseases  ;"  but  that  it  does  occur  with  sufficient 
frequency  to  make  it  an  object  of  special  attention,  the  observation 
of  others,  and  the  testimony  of  my  own  eyes  induce  me  to  believe. 
"Writers  on  the  subject  of  the  congestion  of  the  uterus  assert,  that  in 
young  and  unmarried  persons  it  is  the  body,  while  in  married  women 
it  is  the  neck  of  the  organ  which  most  frequently  suffers  from  disease. 
My  own  experience  confirms  this  statement ;  and  indeed  the  causes 
of  the  variation  must  be  obvious,  mechanical  injury  of  various  kinds, 
as  in  coition,  parturition,  &c.,  being  readily  chargeable  with  the 
origin  of  the  difficulty  in  the  latter  class.  Let  us  then  sketch  briefly 
a  case  of  this  kind,  as  it  usually  presents  itself  to  the  notice  of  the 
physician. 

He  is  called  to  visit  a  patient,  whom  he  finds  perhaps  sitting  in  a 
rocking-chair  with  a  pillow  supporting  her  back  ;  or  it  may  be,  she  is 
reclining  upon  a  sofa  or  lounge,  with  her  feet  drawn  up,  looking 
somewhat  pale  and  languid.  In  answer  to  his  inquiries,  he  learns 
that  the  lady  has  been  out  of  health  and  growing  weak  for  some 
time ;  that  she  can  not  make  as  much  exertion  as  formerly,  is  more 
easily  fatigued,  and  experiences  considerable  pain  and  soreness  "  in 
her  bowels,"  after  a  walk,  or  being  upon  her  feet  for  any  length  of 
time ;  that  early  in  the  morning  she  feels  pretty  well,  but  that  an 
hour  or  two  after  rising,  her  back,  abdomen,  and  upper  part  of  her 
limbs  ache,  or  become  painful ;  that  she  has  a  pain  in  her  side 
(generally  the  right)  under  the  ribs  ;  is  troubled  with  palpitation  of 
the  heart ;  has  a  sensation  of  "  weight "  in  the  pelvis  ;  a  frequent 
disposition  to  urinate,  with  a  burning  or  smarting  pain  when  she  does 
so  ;  that  she  is  subject  to  a  "  weakness,"  or  discharge  from  the 
vagina ;  has  a  gnawing  sensation  at  the  stomach ;  that  in  short  she 
feels  tired  and  miserable,  without  knowing  exactly  how  or  why. 
Pursuing  his  investigation,  he  learns  that  she  has  had  one  or  two 
miscarriages,  or  a  severe  labor  perhaps,  some  months  before,  and 
that  she  "  got  up  "  soon  afterward,  and  sat  up  a  good  while,  or  feeling 
pretty  well,  went  about  the  house  before  the  uterus  had  been  reduced 
to  its  natural  size  and  condition.  If  the  physician  is  sufficiently 
intimate  in  the  family,  or  perhaps  resolute  in  his  effort  to  make  him- 
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self  acquainted  with  all  the  symptoms,  and  pushes  his  inquiries, 
he  is  informed  that  his  patient  suffers  extremely  from  marital 
intercourse,  and  that  she  has  consequently  a  decided  disinclination 
thereto.  He  learns,  moreover,  that  she  has  too  frequent  returns, 
and  too  profuse  a  discharge  of  her  monthly  hemorrhage — that  she 
hardly  gets  over  one  turn,  hefore  another  begins,  and  that  in  the 
intervals,  the  white  discharge  is  almost  as  abundant  as  the  red;  that 
she  experiences  so  much  prostration  and  debility,  that  she  is  obliged 
to  wear  a  "  lace"  or  "supporter,"  and  thinks  "she  can't  possibly  get 
along  without  it." 

If  the  patient  is  really  aware  where  her  difficulty  is, she  may  lie 
willing  lo  admit  that  she  has  some  "  falling  of  the  womb,"  or  perhaps 
a  great  "  weakness,"  but  slie  doe-,  nut  dream  of,  or  will  DOl  acknowl- 
edge anything  more.  Now,  without  intending  to  a--ert  that  there  is 
never  any  such  thing  as  prolapsus,  or  falling  of  the  womb  unattended 
by,  or  not  originating  from  congestion  of  the  uterus,  I  believe  such 
cases  to  be  rare,  and  look  upon  prolapsus  rather  a-  the  result  of 
previous  disease  (of  either  the  uterus  or  vagina)  than  as  a  primary 
and  original  difficulty.  That  there  are  cases  of  displacement,  or  of 
version,  occurring  independently  of  structural  lesion,  I  do  not  doubt, 
but  even  these  are,  sooner  or  later,  apl  to  be  complicated  with  con- 
gestion.     However,  1  am  anticipating  a  little  upon  1 1 1 i -i  point. 

1  have  mentioned  above  a  number  of  symptoms  or  rational  signs, 
as  belonging  to  the  most  common  uterine  affections,  but  it  will  not 
do  to  rest  satisfied  in  every  case  with  the  evidence  which  these  alone 
can  furnish.  In  general  the  diagnosis  can  not  be  considered  certain 
without  a  resort  to  further  and  more  direct  examination,  and  we  can 
scarcely  institute  a  rational  and  satisfactory  course  of  treatment, 
until  by  means  of  the  linger,  and  sometimes  even  the  eye,  we  have 
Income  thoroughly  informed  of  the  nature  anil  extent  of  tile  disease 
which  we  propose  to  treat. 

Should,  then,  there  exist  any  doubts  on  this  .subject,  and  no  good 
reasons  for  omitting  such  an  exploration,  (and  we  can  fancy  but  few 
eases  when'  the  omission  would  be  even  proper,)  we  proceed  to 
examine  the  condition  of  the  uterus  digitally.  I  generally  prefer  to 
examine  such  a  patient  in  a  standing  position,  as  we  are  thus  enabled 
more  readily  to  estimate  the  exact  position  of  the  uterus,  the  degree 
and  kind  of  displacement,  the  size  and  weight  of  the  organ,  and  its 
relations  with  the  surrounding  parts.  Of  course  a  previous  familiar- 
ity with  the  ''  feel"  of  the  womb  in  a  natural  and  healthy  state,  is 
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necessary  to  the  proper  appreciation  of  any  departure  from  these 
conditions.  When  the  finger  is  well  educated  to  such  explorations, 
however,  it  readily  detects  any  deviations  from  a  normal  state,  and 
in  many  cases  determines  in  what  this  deviation  consists.  By  this 
means  we  discover  whether  there  is  any  enlargement  of  the  organ ; 
any  swelling  of  its  neck ;  any  puffy  or  doughy  feeling  about  the  os 
tinea — whether  this  opening  is  larger  or  more  patent  than  usual,  or 
different  from  its  natural  shape — whether  there  is  much  sensibility 
about  the  cervix  (this  part,  when  healthy,  possessing  but  little.)  In 
short,  we  learn  as  much  as  possible  respecting  the  actually  existing 
condition  of  things.  Still,  gentlemen,  we  may  not  have  thus  learned 
everything  that  is  possible,  or  perhaps  desirable,  and  what  shall  we 
then  do?  A  few  years  since,  Mr.  President,  and  the  touch  was  the 
only  method  in  use  for  the  diagnosis  of  uterine  diseases,  and  many  a 
curable  affection  of  the  cervix  was  doubtless  overlooked,  and  allowed 
to  go  on  unchecked,  until  it  eventuated  in  hopeless  and  incurable 
lesion,  merely  for  want  of  a  more  perfect  and  accurate  means  of 
ascertaining,  not  less  than  thorough  and  efficient  method  of  treating 
this  extensive  and  troublesome  class  of  affections.  But  medicine,  in 
common  with  the  other  arts  and  sciences,  has  been  making  progress. 
At  the  present  day,  therefore,  few  would  venture  to  undertake  the 
treatment  of  a  severe  case  of  uterine  disease,  or  even  a  moderately 
severe  case  in  a  married  woman,  without  first  making  a  complete 
and  satisfactory  examination  with  the  eye  as  well  as  the  finger.  Yes, 
gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society,  notwithstanding  the  speculum,  or 
metroscope,  as  it  has  been  recently  and  somewhat  fancifully  termed, 
has  encountered  so  much  opposition  and  opprobrium,  it  is  to  that 
simple  instrument  that  we  are  indebted  for  such  improvements  as 
have,  within  a  few  years  past,  been  added  to  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  uterine  diseases. 

And,  considering  the  reasonableness,  and  even  the  necessity  of  this 
mode  of  exploration,  it  is  really  surprising  that  its  use  has  not  long 
since  become  more  general.  For  what  can  be  more  natural  or  more 
proper,  than  the  wish  to  see  a  disease  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
treat,  provided  that  such  vision  is  possible  ?  Objections  are  some- 
times made  to  the  use  of  the  speculum  on  the  score  of  indelicacy,  and 
pathetic  remonstrances  against  the  employment  of  the  uterine  tube 
are  uttered,  on  the  score  of  the  violation  of  female  modesty.  I  admit 
that  it  is  a  hard  necessity  which  compels  a  woman  to  submit  to  the 
requisite  examination  ;  but  really,  gentlemen,  I  can  not  find  in  this 
fact  any  sufficient  reason  for  altogether  refusing  to  resort  to  instru- 
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mental  means,  when  the  requisite  information  can  not  be  obtained  in 
any  other  way ;  and  moreover,  it  appears  to  me  that  there  is 
scarcely  more  indelicacy  in  introducing  into  the  vagina  a  smooth, 
nerveless  tube,  (the  patient's  person  being  carefully  protected  from 
exposure  the  while.)  than  in  exploring  this  sensitive  canal  with  the 
finger,  be  the  operation  performed  never  so  gently.  And  there  can 
he  but  little  violation  of  modesty  in  bringing  into  view  the  neck  ot 
an  uterus  affected  with  disease,  any  more  than  in  exposing  to  sight  a 
fissured  nipple — an  inflamed  mamma — a  tumor  in  the  groin— or  a 
disease  in  other  parts  of  the  body  usually  covered.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  these  parts  and  organs  should  become  affected  ;  but  when  they 
are  suffering  under  the  attack  of  a  disease  which  i-  or  may  be  dan- 
gerous t<>  comfort  if  not  to  health,  we  should  hardly  allow  any  merely 
Bqueamish  or  fastidious  scruples  to  interfere  with  our  duties,  as  phy- 
sicians, to  such  patients.  Public  opinion,  which  is  often  the  measure 
of  propriety,  has  undergone  a  great  change  upon  this  subject  within 
a  few  years.  Some  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago,  when  I  was  an 
assistant  physician  al  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  there  were 
constantly  in  the  wards  attached  to  thai  institution,  large  number-  of 

that   unfortunate   class    of    females,    who    furnish    with    inmates   the 

houses  of  ill  fame  in  thai  city.  Many  of  these  miserable  creatures, 
when  Buffering  under  syphilitic  affections,  were  accustomed,  of  their 

own  a -d,  to  go  before  the   police  magistrates  and  procure  their 

own   i [initial    to   the  penitentiary  as  vagrant-,  lor  the  -ole  purpose 

of  obtaining  that  medical  treatment  which  theycould  not  avail  them- 
selves of  at  their  own  abodes.  In  all  these  cases,  the  speculum  « as 
used  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  none  of  the  physicians  connected 
with  that  institution  pretended  to  treat  a  woman  tor  any  venereal  or 
uterine  affection,  without  subjecting  her.  as  often  as  was  deemed 
necessary,  to  an  examination  with  the  speculum.  It  was  in  that 
way  and  at  that  time  1  firsl  became  acquainted  with  the  value  of  this 
instrument  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  uterine  complaints;  and 
from  that  time  I  have  continued  10  employ  it  where  practicable  and 
requisite,  extending  its  application  beyond  the  limits  of  the  specific 
case-  mentioned;  and  I  frankly  confess,  that  I  should  he  much  at  a 
loss,  and  even  unwilling  to  undertake  the  medication  of  many  of  the 
ordinary  "  Female  Diseases."  without  having  recourse  to  the  specu- 
lum, and  availing  myself  of  the  light  which  it  alone  is  able  to  throw 
upon  these  otherwise  obscure  and  almost  always  tedious  and  trouble- 
some affections. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  recommending  the  invariable 
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and  indiscriminate  employment  of  the  speculum  in  all  cases  of 
uterine  disease.  In  the  young  and  unmarried  female  I  would  refrain 
from  its  use  ■whenever  a  sufficiently  satisfactory  diagnosis  could  be 
made  out  without  it;  or  when  the  patient  did  not  seem  to  be  in 
actual  danger,  or  suffering  acutely,  and  when  the  prospect  of  relief 
from  such  treatment  as  could  be  instituted  without  its  assistance,  was 
in  any  degree  encouraging.  And  I  trust  that  I  would  pay  as  much 
regard  to  the  natural  and  becoming  scruples  of  a  young  and  modest 
female,  as  any  of  my  brethren.  Still,  when  all  other  and  usual 
means  had  failed,  and  the  patient  was  growing  worse,  or  even  not 
improving,  it  would  be  an  omission  of  duty,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  not 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  light  afforded  by  the  speculum,  and  its  valu- 
able assistance  in  the  treatment  of  certain  diseases. 

In  this  connection,  permit  me  again  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Professor  Meigs,  before  quoted.  In  treating  of  the  objections  urged 
against  the  use  of  the  speculum,  and  in  reference  to  the  alleged  abuse 
of  the  instrument,  and  the  practice  of  "  metroscopic  exploration," 
he  thus  remarks :  "  We  must  not  repudiate,  and  by  wholesale  repro- 
bation condemn  and  annul  a  good  method  of  cure,  merely  because 
incompetent  or  wicked  persons  may  abuse  it  to  their  own  gain.  To 
do  so,  would  be  to  amerce  and  punish  the  sick  and  miserable  for 
faults  of  our  brotherhood." 

And  again,  "  Even  if  it  be  true  that  some  abuses,  disgraceful  to 
medicine,  do  exist,  we  are  persuaded  that  such  discreditable  ex- 
amples must  be  very  rare  among  a  class  so  generally  acknowledged 
for  wisdom,  virtue  and  politeness,  as  the  great  body  of  the  United 
States  physicians.  Wherefore,  the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  discountenance  and  reprobate  the  prudent  and  neces- 
sary employment  of  the  modern  methods  and  instruments,  invented 
to  improve  the  means  both  of  diagnosis  and  surgical  treatment  of 
diseases  of  the  cervix  uteri ;  conceiving  that  this  is  a  matter  to  be 
left  to  the  conscience  and  judgment  of  their  brethren,  whenever  the 
occasion  may  arise." 

It  may  perhaps  be  thought  that  I  have  devoted  too  much  time 
and  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  speculum,  and  the  objections 
urged  against  it ;  but  there  are  those  in  our  ranks  who  try  to  create 
an  unreasonable  prejudice  against  the  use  of  the  instrument,  not  only 
in  the  mind  of  the  profession,  but  in  that  of  the  public  also — who 
stigmatize  the  practice  of  ocular  inspection  as  "  degrading "  and 
absurd  ;  and  who  would  perhaps  characterize  almost  every  proposition 
for  an  instrumental  examination,  as  an  "  offensive  professional  intru- 


69 

sion."  In  this  matter,  as  in  almost  everything,  the  mean  or  middle 
course  is  right ;  and  while  on  the  one  hand  we  should  avoid,  when 
possible,  any  undue  or  unnecessary  instrumental  assistance,  we 
should,  on  the  other,  beware  of  incurring  the  charge  of  neglect  in 
consequence  of  an  over-nice  or  over-strained  delicacy.  Thus  much 
by  way  of  parenthesis. 

To  resume  my  description  of  the  hypothetical  case  upon  which  1 
was  engaged.  We  have  examined  our  patient  by  the  touch;  we 
have  found  the  uterus  lower  down  than  natural — its  cervix  either 
lying  back  upon  the  rectum,  or  tilted  up  under  the  pubic  arch,  feeling 
swollen,  puffy,  and  evidently  engorged  with  blood,  and  giving  to  the 
linger  a  peculiar  velvety  sedation  ;  the  „.*  h„r,r  more  dilated  than 
usual  and  seeming  also  a  little  ragged  or  uneven,  and  as  the  linger 
moves  around  and  touches  upon  \arions  points,  the  patient  flinches 
somewhat,  and  gives  perhaps  a  little  -tart,  or  eve,,  a  suppressed  cry 
as  if  iii  sudden  pain.  The  whole  Deck  of  the  organ  feels  enlarged, 
and  the  body,  ,,r  such  portion  of  ii  a.  «,•  can  reach,  also  appears 
swollen,  and  heavier  than  natural  The  uhger,  when  withdrawn 
from  the  passage,  is  found  to  be.  covered  with  a  viscid,  tenacious, 
yellowish  mucus,  often  mixed  with  purulent  matter,  and  sometimes 
bloody.  Her,-  are  manifestly  derided  symptoms  of  disease,  and  we 
pursue  the  investigation.  I  say  nothing  about  an  exploration  by  the 
rectum,  as  I  believe  it  is  very  seldom  necessary,  always  verj  disagree- 
able, and  it  does  not,  r\,vpt  in  occasional  cases,  furnish  any  new  or 
additional  information,  lint  the  Bpecular  examination  o\,e,  ■  and  the 
patient, therefore,  lying  on  her  back,  with  her  hips  uearthe  •  dge  of  a 
bed  or  couch,  placed  opposite  a  window  ;  her  feet  resting  on  a  couple 
of  low  chairs  ,,r  benches ;  her  whole  person  covered  with  a  sheet,  so 
arranged  as  i<<  avoid  all  exposure,  we  anoint  the  speculum  well  with 
oil,  and  separating  the  labia  with  the  Sogers  of  the  hit  hand,  gently 
insinuate  the  instrument,  by  means  of  the  right,  into  the  vagina, 
directing  its  distal  extremity  toward  the  neck  of  the  uterus  the  exact 
situation  of  which  we  have  previously  ascertained  by  the  digital 
examination. 

The  selection  and  use  of  the  proper  instrument  require  some 
knowledge  and  tact,  which  everyone  can  readily  acquire  lor  himself. 
Of  coarse,  specula  of  different  sizes  and  kind- will  be  required  in 
different  cases.  For  the  most  part,  I  find  the  metallic  expansible 
article,  known  as  C'harri.'re's  Speculum,  and  the  cylindrical  glass 
tube,  plated  and  coated  with  a  preparation  of  gum  elastic,  sufficient 
for  all  ordinary  purposes.     The  instruments  are  also  made  of  ivory 
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of  German  silver,  and  steel  or  iron  japanned.  But  to  return  again 
from  this  digression.  As  the  speculum  advances,  it  pushes  before  it 
the  vaginal  walls  thrown  into  folds,  some  one  of  which  might  possibly 
be  mistaken  by  an  inexperienced  person  for  the  neck  of  the  uterus — 
a  mistake,  however,  easily  avoided  by  a  little  care  and  attention. 
When  the  cervix  is  at  length  brought  into  view,  engaged  in  the 
extremity  of  the  tube,  we  gently  cleanse  it  of  the  mucus  and  other 
secretions  which  cover  it,  by  means  of  a  dossil  of  soft  lint,  or  some- 
thing similar,  fixed  upon  a  stick  or  pair  of  forceps,  and  then  we  are 
enabled  to  determine  the  nature,  character,  and  extent  of  the  disease 
with  which  this  portion  is  affected.  We  discern,  too,  the  peculiar 
shade  of  color  existing  at  the  time,  and  are  often  much  assisted  by 
this  very  particular  in  making  up  an  opinion  of  the  case. 

In  by  far  the  larger  number  of  cases,  usually  coming  under  the 
physician's  observation,  the  cervix  is  found  swollen  and  congested, 
of  a  deep  red  color  variegated  with  patches  of  red  points  or  granu- 
lations resembling  the  surface  of  a  raspberry,  and  hence  termed  by 
French  writers  inflammation  framboisce.  Sometimes  these  patches 
are  whitish,  and  not  raised  much  above  the  level  of  the  mucous  sur" 
face,  but  generally  they  are  red,  and  a  little  blood  frequently  exudes 
from  them  when  touched  by  the  lint  used  in  cleansing  away  the 
secretions  of  the  part.  These  little  patches  frequently  cover  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  cervix,  though  generally  they  are  confined  to 
one  or  the  other  of  the  lips  of  the  os  tincce,  which  is  commonly  swollen 
and  gaping;  and  they  doubtless  often  extend  up  into  the  canal  of  the 
cervix,  thus  accounting  for  the  obstinacy  of  some  of  these  cases  when 
due  care  is  not  taken  to  extend  the  proper  treatment  sufficiently. 
At  the  same  time,  the  explorer  will  often  notice  quite  a  collection  of 
muco-purulent  matter  about  the  upper  end  of  his  tube,  and  not  sel- 
dom will  see  something  similar,  or  instead,  a  glairy,  tenacious  slime 
issuing  from  the  opening  of  the  os.  I  should  not  omit  to  mention 
that  the  upper  portions  of  the  vagina  will  also  be  found  of  a  deeper 
red  than  usual,  and  frequently  hot  and  tender. 

Such  are  the  appearances  usually  met  with  in  the  more  common 
cases  of  uterine  disease ;  and  such  is  the  group  of  symptoms  aud 
signs  which  constitute  the  affections  known  as  uterine  congestion  and 
granulation.  The  difficulty  is  evidently  one  of  a  local  character,  to 
be  reached  by  local  remedies,  and  not  within  the  control  of  general 
or  constitutional  treatment.  "What  these  local  remedies  are,  I  shall 
now  proceed  briefly  to  state. 
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In  the  first  place,  when  simple  congestion  in  an  acute  form,  unat- 
tended by  granulation  or  ulceration,  exists,  a  few  leeches  (from  four 
to  six)  applied  upon  the  cervix,  will  often  be  of  very  j_rreat  service,  in 
diminishing  the  congestion  and  relieving  the  pain  which  generally 
attends  this  form  of  disease.  The  leeches  are  applied  by  means  of  a 
gla  -  tube  or  speculum.  They  generally  take  hold  readily,  fill 
quickly  and  bleed  freely,  and  the  flow,  if  desirable,  may  be  promoted 
by  injections  of  warm  water.  The  bites  cause  little  or  no  pain,  and 
heal  readily  without  leaving  any  perceptible  hardness  or  cicatrix. 
Some  physicians,  instead  of  leeching,  prefer  to  scarify  the  cervix 
with  a  broad  double-edged  knife  fixed  in  a  long  handle.  Either  plan 
will  answer,  and  may  be  used  at  discretion. 

When,  however,  the  case  does  nol  come  under  notice  until  after 
the  acute  stage  has  passed,  and  the  neck  of  the  uterus  has  become 
granulated  or  ulcerated,  loeal  depletion  will  nol  bo  generally  be 
required,  but  instead,  the  application  of  some  form  of  caustic  becomes 
necessary. 

There  are  three  species  of  this  article  in  general  use  for  this  pur- 
pose, to  which  tin!  actual  cautery,  a~  a  fourth,  may  be  added.  In 
the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  solid  nitrate  of  Bilver  will  be  suffi- 
cient. It  should  be  freely  applied  upon  all  the  cervix,  and  even 
pushed  up  into  the  canal  if  the  0»  tinea  is  patulous  and  unnatural, 
lis  application  is  nol  generally  painful  nor  severe.  'The  operator 
will  observe  thai  the  little  patches  or  spots  before  alluded  to,  become) 
under  its  influence,  covered  with  a  more  dense  and  white  pellicle 

than    the    rot    of   the   cervix.      The    eauteri/ation.  which    should    be 

made  lightly  ami  rapidly,  being  effected,  the  patient  should  be 
directed  to  lie  quiel  for  a  short  ti .and  use  it'  convenient  an  injec- 
tion of  simple  water,  merely  to  cleanse  the  passage  of  the  secretions 

which  would  otherwise  stain  her  linen. 

The  operation  is  very  apt  to  be  followed  by  a  bl ly discharge  for 

a  day  or  two  ;  at  all  events,  the  customary  muco-purulent  secretion  is 
much  increased  for  a  short  period  subsequently.  In  four  or  five  days 
the  pellicle  or  coating  formed  by  the  nitrate  i-  thrown  off,  and  a 
fresh,  red,  and  slightly  granulated  surface  i-  left,  which  should  again 

l auterized;  and  this  operation  is  to  be  repeated  every  few  days, 

(the  period  may  vary  from  five  to  eight.)  until  the  engorgement  and 
attendant  granulation  or  ulceration  are  removed. 

In  young  females  affected  with  congestion  of  the  uterus,  where  we 
have  made  out  the  diagnosis  by  the  touch  alone,  and  wish  to  avoid 
jf  possible  the  use  of  the  speculum  even  in  the  treatment,  a  supposi- 
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tory  composed  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  with  the  addition  of  some  ano- 
dyne, as  for  instance,  stramonium  or  morphine,  may  be  introduced 
into  the  os  tinea;  by  means  of  the  suppository  tube  or  pill  syringe, 
as  it  is  sometimes  termed.  Left  there,  the  suppository  soon  dis- 
solves and  produces  a  considerable  effect  upon  the  disease,  and 
being  repeated  every  two  or  three  days,  or  even  daily  if  requisite,  it 
may  serve  sometimes  as  a  substitute  for  actual  and  direct  cauteriza- 
tion in  the  usual  manner.* 

During  this  treatment  the  vaginal  discharges  will  be  found  to 
diminish,  the  feeling  of  weight,  pain  in  the  back  and  sides  gradually 
to  lessen,  the  general  health,  appetite,  digestion,  &c,  to  improve,  and 
in  short,  the  patient  will  find  herself  growing  sensibly  stronger  and 
better.  I  need  hardly  add,  that  all  this  while,  the  patient  should  be 
kept  quiet ;  should  abstain  from  much  exercise,  long  walks,  or  fatigue 
of  any  kind ;  and  in  particular  should  be  exceedingly  moderate,  if 
not  absolutely  continent,  as  regards  sexual  intercourse.  It  will  be 
well  for  her  to  use  daily  injections  of  simple  cold  water,  or  weak 
astringent,  and  also  mucilaginous  washes.  The  bowels  should  be 
kept  regular,  if  necessary,  by  gentle  aperient  medicine ;  costiveness 
being  especially  to  be  guarded  against  and  deprecated  in  these  cases. 

Prof.  Meigs,  in  his  report  before  quoted,  gives  very  minute  and 
particular  directions  with  regard  to  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
which  persons  unaccustomed  to  its  use  might  do  well  to  look  over  and 
attend  to.  With  all  deference,  however,  to  the  learned  professor, 
his  distinctions  and  directions  seem  to  me  unnecessarily  nice  and 
specific. 

But  there  are  cases  which  the  nitrate  of  silver  will  not  cure. 
When  the  congestion  is  excessive,  and  there  is  ulceration  also  to  any 
considerable  extent,  the  lunar  caustic  acts  slowly  if  at  all ;  and  under 
these  circumstances  I  have  been  accustomed  to  employ  the  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury  as  a  caustic.  Much  greater  caution  is  requisite 
in  using  this  article  than  in  the  nitrate  of  silver,  as  it  is  much  more 
active  and  potent.  The  operator  should  take  care  to  apply  the  spec- 
ulum closely  to  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  and  then  touch  the  diseased 
parts  lightly  and  rapidly  with  a  little  pledget  of  lint  fastened  upou 
the  end  of  a  stick,  and  moistened  with  the  acid.  It  is  not  a  bad  plant 
before  withdrawing  the  speculum  to  throw  in  a  syringe-ful  of  cold 
water  to  dilute  the  acid  and  prevent  its  action  upon  the  vaginal 

*  For  this  suggestion  I  am  indebted  to  Prof.  Barker  of  the  New  York  Medical 
College. 
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membrane.  The  effect  of  the  acid  nitrate  continues  for  some  ten 
days  to  a  fortnight,  and  its  application  should  not  be  repeated  at 
shorter  periods  than  those  mentioned,  as  the  little  pellicle  or  slough 
caused  by  its  contact  does  not  entirely  separate  before  that  time  ; 
there  is  then  left  a  raw  and  more  smooth  surface,  to  which  the 
nitrate  of  silver  may  be  beneficially  applied. 

T  should  not  omit  to  mention,  as  a  curious  fact,  that  I  have  known 
salivation  in  one  instance  to  result  from  a  single  application  of  the 
acid  nitrate  to  the  cervix.  The  patient  was  a  feeble  and  delicate 
woman,  who  had  quite  an  extensive  ulcer  on  the  cervix.  She  had 
some  time  previously  been  salivated  by  the  internal  use  of  mercury, 
and  hence  probably  her  extreme  susceptibility  to  its  influence. 

The  third  species  of  caustic  which  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
using,  is  the  po/assa  cum'calce,  which,  as  usually  met  with,  is  in  the 
form  of  crayons  or  cylinders.  It  is  much  more  manageable  than  the 
pntassa  fn.sn,  and  not  so  violent  in  its  action.  It  is  particularly 
applicable  to  those  cases  of  chronic  and  hard  engorgement  where 
the  cervix  is  actually  indurated,  and  threatens  to  become  even 
schirrhous.  In  such  circumstances,  the  application  of  the  pataua  is 
eminently  beneficial,  and  under  its  influence  the  engorgement  and 
induration  rapidly  melt  away. 

In  the  use  of  this,  as  well  as  the  preceding  article,  care  should  be 
taken  to  moderate  and  circumscribe  it-;  action,  which  does  not  confine 
itself  merely  to  the  surface  upon  which  it  is  imposed,  but  is  apt  to 
extend  to  some  depth  if  not  restrained.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  well 
to  have  a  mixture  of  vinegar  and  water  at  hand  ;  and  after  the  caustic 
has  been  carefully  applied,  its  extension  can  be  arrested  by  throwing 
in  a  little  of  the  mixture  by  means  of  a  syringe,  or  what  is  more  con- 
M-nient  by  carrying  a  dossil  of  lint  dipped  in  the  solution,  to  the 
parts  cauterized.  A  tolerably  thick  pellicle  is  after  a  while  thrown 
oil  from  the  cervix,  which  may  again  be  touched  with  the  potassa, 
or  the  nitrate  of  silver,  as  may  in  the  discretion  of  the  physician 
seem  most  appropriate. 

With  regard  to  the  actual  cautery,  I  frankly  confess  that  I  have 
had  no  personal  experience,  and  therefore  am  unable  to  furnish  any 
useful  or  satisfactory  information  respecting  its  employment.  Those 
who  have  used  it,  however,  speak  highly  of  its  benefits  in  certain  ob- 
stinate and  malignant  forms  of  disease.  M.  Jobert  de  Lamballe,  a 
French  physician,  extols  it  highly. 

The  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  uterine  neck  by  the  local  method 
above  described,  should  be  continued  until  the  diseased  surface  re- 
10 
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gains  its  normal  appearance  and  condition,  and  this  generally  requires 
from  six  or  eight  weeks  to  three  months.  Occasionally,  a  case  of 
unusual  extent  and  severity,  or  of  long  standing,  will  not  be  cured 
within  the  period  mentioned.  The  physician  should  therefore  neither 
be  discouraged  himself,  nor  allow  his  patient  to  become  so ;  but 
should  steadily  persevere  in  his  efforts,  as  nearly  all  these  cases, 
though  they  be  tedious  and  obstinate,  are  curable,  and  will  finally 
yield  to  proper  treatment.  The  patient's  mind  should  be  as  much 
as  possible  diverted  from  her  disease,  and  great  efforts  should  be 
made  to  inspire  her  with  hope  and  confidence,  not  only  because  the 
cure  is  thus  materially  assisted,  but  because  in  these  affections,  the 
nervous  system  is  peculiarly  apt  to  become  depressed,  and  the  mind 
to  be  desponding. 

I  said  a  little  way  back,  that  the  patient  should  be  kept  quiet.  I 
do  not  mean  by  this  to  advise  absolute  rest,  for  I  am  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  after  the  acute  stage  of  these  diseases  has  passed,  moderate 
exercise  not  unduly  protracted,  rather  tends  to  assist  and  to  expedite 
the  cure.  Some  patients  can  ride  during  the  entire  existence  of  the 
affection  without  pain  or  inconvenience,  and  such  should  be  encour- 
aged to  do  so. 

Walking  almost  invariably  causes  pain  either  in  the  back  or 
uterine  region,  but  I  am  nevertheless  in  the  habit  of  advising  and 
encouiaging  my  patients  to  take  short  walks,  even  though  they  suffer 
a  little  temporary  aggravation  of  the  pain  in  consequence.  I  believe 
that  the  uterine  nerves  become  involved  in  these  cases,  or  that  a 
neuralgic  condition  of  the  parts  frequently  ensues,  and  that  to  this 
fact  is  often  due  the  pain  complained  of  after  walking  and  at  other 
times,  though  at  the  same  time  I  am  aware  that  the  congestion  and 
the  coexistent  displacement  of  the  organ  are  generally  sufficient  to 
account  satisfactorily  for  the  pain.  Still,  as  before  said,  when  the 
difficulty  has  become  chronic,  I  think  that  the  benefit  which  the  gen- 
eral system  derives  from  air  and  exercise,  more  than  counterbalances 
any  local  trouble  which  may  by  possibility  result  from  indulgence 
therein. 

Frequent  sponging  of  the  hips  and  loins  with  cold  water,  and  vag- 
inal injections  of  the  same  are  calculated  to  assist  the  other  measures 
which  have  been  recommended  ;  and  while  speaking  of  injections,  I 
may  remark  that  mucilaginous  and  anodyne  vaginal  injections  (when 
applied  in  the  proper  way)  are  frequently  of  service  in  relieving  the 
pain  and  the  irritation  sometimes  attendant  upon  all  disorders  of  the 
uterine  neck.     Astringent  solutions  also,  such  as  the  sulphate  and 
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acetate  of  zinc,  the  sugar  of  lead,  tannin,  alum,  &c,  will  also  con- 
tribute to  the  comfort,  and  frequently  promote  the  cure  of  the  patient. 

I  shall  add  little  or  nothing  further  respecting  the  general  or  con- 
stitutional treatment  of  these  affections.  Every  judicious  physician 
will,  of  course,  see  that  his  patient  is  attended  to  in  this  respect,  and 
will  advise  such  regimen  and  medication,  as  may  seem  requisite  to 
put  her  system  in  the  best  possible  condition.  As  a  general  remark, 
I  will  suggest,  that  I  have  found  very  little  active  general  medication 
necessary  in  my  uterine  cases.  Occasionally,  iron  in  some  form,  or 
perhaps  a  combination  of  this  article  with  quinine,  conium  or  iodine, 
lias  proved  useful  in  an  advanced  stage  of  disease  ;  but  in  general 
T  have  depended  more  upon  the  topical  treatment,  and  such  purely 
hygienic  measures  as  the  ease  seemed  to  require,  than  upon  any  reg- 
ular or  systematic  course  of  medicine. 

Lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  I  am  ignorant  of.  or  have  under- 
valued the  treatment  recommended  by  Duparque  in  bis  treatise  on 
"  Engorgements  of  the  Uterus,'*  I  may  Hate  thai  I  have  repeatedly 

made  trial  of  his  plan  of  antimonial  in tion,  bat  in  spite  of  all 

efforts  to  prevent  it,  the  ointment  would  produce  it-  specific  pustula- 
tion,  and  occasion  thereby  so  much  irritation  and  inconvenience,  that 
I  thought  it  best  upon  the  whole  to  abandon  its  ase.  I  have  also 
prescribed  the  powder  of  secale,  in  ease  of  engorgement  attended 
with  hemorrhage,  but  as  the  article  generally  offended  my  patients' 
stomachs,  or  troubled  their  heads  considerably,  without  producing  B 
counterbalancing  beneficial  effect  upon  the  nterns,  1  have  lately 
ceased  to  depend  upon  it  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Still  I  doubt 
not  that  cases  are  met  with,  in  which  both  of  these  methods  will  be 
found  useful  and  practicable. 

I  have  heretofore  been  treating  of  diseases  of  the  cervii  uteri, 
when  the  organ  was  in  an  nnimpregnated  state.  1  wish  now  to  direct 
your  attention  to  the  same  diseases  affecting  the  uterus  in  its  gravid 
condition.  My  brethren  of  the  Society  will  pardon  me  for  express- 
ing the  opinion,  that  pregnant  women  receive  too  little  consideration 
and  treatment  at  the  hands  of  our  profession.  We  are,  perhaps,  too 
apt  to  consider  the  ailments  to  which  such  women  are  subject,  as 
merely  "  symptoms" — as  something  which  i-  a  natural  and  necessary 

consequence  of  gravidity t  requiring,  and  not  to  be  benefited  by 

any  medical  treatment.  And  herein  I  think  we  labor  underan  erro- 
neous belief;  and  am  well  persuaded  that  a  "masterly  inactivity"  in 
many  of  these  cases,  does  injustice  not  only  to  our  Buffering  patients, 
but  to  our  own  professional  skill  and  remedial  means.     I  am  well 
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satisfied,  that  the  excessive  nausea — with  which  some  females  suffer 
from  the  very  moment  almost  of  conception — the  uterine  pains — the 
vesical  and  vaginal  irritations — the  leucorrhea — the  ten  thousand 
little  difficulties  with  which  a  poor  woman  "  in  the  family  way''  is 
afflicted,  are  not  only  symptoms,  but  often  morbid  symptoms ;  and 
that  when  applied  to  for  their  relief  or  mitigation,  we  should  not 
content  ourselves  with  prescribing  some  simple  placebo  to  amuse  the 
patient's  mind,  and  keep  up  her  spirits  merely,  but  should  take  such 
measures  for  her  effectual  relief,  as  we  would  adopt  under  other  and 
ordinary  circumstances. 

Furthermore,  I  have  very  little  doubt  that  nine-tenths,  or  at  all 
events,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  abortions  and  miscarriages 
which  take  place,  are  due  to  actual  disease  of  the  cervix  uteri ;  and 
that  many  of  these  "  accidents"  might  be  prevented  by  timely  and 
proper  applications  to  the  part  diseased.  Nor  is  this  a  matter  merely 
of  opinion  :  its  truth  rests  upon  the  observations  of  numerous  careful 
and  skillful  practitioners ;  and  I  can  draw  upon  my  own  limited  ex- 
perience for  facts  which  prove  the  truth  not  only  of  the  main  propo- 
sition, but  of  its  adjunct  also  ;  for  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  have  in 
several  instances,  by  appropriate  topical  treatment,  prevented  the 
occurrence  of  this  much  to  be  deprecated  misfortune. 

But  again  :  to  refer  you  to  one  particular  "  symptom."  Every 
physician  knows  how  common  and  how  troublesome,  in  pregnant  wo- 
men, is  the  discharge  termed  "  the  whites''  or  leucorrhea  ;  and  proba- 
bly every  one  of  any  experience  in  these  matters,  has  been  plagued 
and  baffled  by  the  obstinacy  of  the  disease.  Injections,  of  whatever 
kind,  are  mere  child's  play,  and  the  disease  frequently  goes  on  during 
the  whole  period  of  gestation,  to  the  very  great  annoyance  and  dis- 
comfort of  the  woman,  and  sometimes  of — her  husband.  Now  why 
should  this  be  so  ?  I  undertake  to  say,  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
instances,  this  difficulty  depends  upon  a  diseased,  generally  a  gran- 
ulated state  of  the  cervix ;  and  that  by  a  few  touches  of  the  nitrate 
of  silver  pencil ;  or  if  that  fails,  of  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  the 
otherwise  obstinate  disease  can  be  readily  and  effectually  controlled  ; 
and  the  woman  thus  rendered  equally  comfortable  and  grateful.* 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  objected  by  those  who  entertain  a  pious 
horror  of  the  speculum,  that  its  use,  always  improper,  as  they  say, 

*  Of  course  every  prudent  physician  would  exercise  care  in  the  employment  of 
the  acid  nitrate  in  these  cases  ;  and  when  there  was  great  susceptibility  to  mercu- 
rial influence,  or  any  other  good  reason  existed  for  avoiding  its  use,  would  content 
himself  with  the  more  slow  but  more  safe  application  of  the  lunar  caustic. 


is  especially  so  in  pregnancy  ;  that  it  is  dangerous,  and  likely  to  cause 
the  very  result  which  its  use  is  affirmed  to  avert.  To  this  I  reply, 
that  its  use  in  careful  hands,  is  no  more  dangerous  in  pregnancy  than 
at  any  other  time  ;  that  in  fact  its  employment  is  not  half  so  likely  to 
do  mischief  as  the  existing  disease ;  its  introduction  is  certainly 
easier;  and  in  the  earlier  month-,  the  womb  lying  low  in  the  cavity 
of  the  pelvis,  its  neck  can  be  more  readily  reached  and  brought  into 
view,  and  (be  local  medication  on  that  account  effected  witli  more 
facility. 

I  have  adduced  as  an  illustration  from  among  the  "Diseases  of 
Pregnancy,"  merely  the  leuchorrhea,  but  as  before  remarked,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  sickness  at  stomach  also  often  depends  upon  disease 
of  the  cervix,  whose  nervous  sympathies  and  influences  are  very  ex- 
tensive. And  if  this  theory  be  correct,  it  follows  that  the  sickness 
aforesaid  may  be  more  readily  and  effectually  checked  by  applying 
nitrate  of  .silver,  or  the  acid  nitrate,  to  the  cervix  uteri,  than  by  filling 
the  stomach  with  any  quantity  of  soda, bismuth,  charcoal  or  lemon 
juice. 

I  do  not  intend  to  enlarge  much  upon  this  or  any  other  topic, as  I  \\  ish 
to  avoid  the  charge  of  tediousness  j  but  I  beg  those  of  my  brethren, 

to  whom  these  maybe  novel  idea-,  to  look  into  the  matter,  and  con- 
sult authors  of  more  experience  anil  reputation  than  I  can  lav  claim 
to;  and  furthermore,  to  test  the  correctness  of  my  opinion-  by  their 
own  clinical  observation  :  I  doubt  not  that  their  practice  thereafter 
will  be  somewhat  different  from  its  previous  character. 

I  do  not,  believe,  however,  thai  there  i-  danger  of  my  saying  too 
much  on  the  main  topic  of  this  e-say,  when  its  importance  is  consid- 
ered, and  1  am  therefore  templed  to  add  a  little  to  what  lias  al»  ad] 
been  presented. 

That  diseases  of  the  uterus  constitute  a  large  and  interesting  por- 
tion of  every  physician's  cases,  at  least  his  chronic  cases  ;  that  they 
are,  or  have  been,  as  a  general  thing,  perplexing  and  obstinate  to  the 
practitioner,  not  less  than  troublesome  and  distressing  to  his  patients, 
few  indeed  will  be  disposed  to  deny.  That  their  influence  upon 
female  health,  upon  the  constitutions  of  children,  upon  the  happi- 
ness of  families,  upon  the  harmony  and  stability  of  the  domestic 
illations,  is  often  very  direct  and  very  efficient,  may  be  easily  demon- 
strated. The  connection  of  diseases  of  the  uterus  in  its  non-gravid 
state,  with  the  condition  of  the  same  organ  when  impregnated,  is  also 
a  Miy  close  and  important  one.  The  effects  experienced,  moreover, 
by  other  organs  and  parts  of  the  system,  through  the  all-powerful 
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medium  of  sympathy,  or  by  actual  extension  from  surface  to  surface, 
or  by  the  way  of  the  circulation,  should  also  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  in  view  of  these  facts,  for  they  are  facts,  we  can  scarcely 
devote  too  much  attention,  or  attach  too  great  importance  to  these 
uterine  affections.  For  thirty  years  or  more,  is  every  woman  liable 
to  their  attack,  and  if  at  the  outset,  or  at  an  early  period  of  her 
uterine  life,  she  becomes  thus  affected,  and  is  neglected  or  inefficiently 
treated,  she  may  feel  the  consequences  throughout  the  remainder  of 
her  days,  and  drag  on  a  miserable  existence,  embittered  by  sufferings 
and  annoyances,  which  in  very  many  instances,  might  easily  have 
been  prevented  or  relieved. 

Let  us  again  sketch  a  case,  many  a  counterpart  of  which  is  daily 
met  with.  Suppose  a  young  girl  to  be  so  imprudent  as  to  dance  a 
whole  evening  during  the  catamenial  period,  and  then  leaving  a 
heated  room  with  her  skin  freely  perspiring,  her  feet  not  well  pro- 
tected, and  otherwise  inadequately  clothed,  she  "  takes  cold,"  and  is 
so  unfortunate  as  to  become  the  subject  of  an  attack  of  uterine  con- 
gestion. Let  the  disease  be  now  misapprehended,  or  inefficiently 
treated,  and  in  a  little  while  she  begins  to  suffer  at  her  monthly 
periods,  which,  in  addition,  become  irregular  as  to  time,  and  as  to 
quantity  of  secretion,  until  at  length  she  finds  herself  afiected  with 
permanent  dysmenorrhea.  After  awhile  her  general  health  begins 
to  suffer  ;  her  stomach,  heart,  head$  and  in  short,  her  whole  system, 
especially  the  nervous  part  of  it,  participating  in  the  trouble,  and 
finding  exercise  difficult  and  painful  and  very  fatiguing,  unless  she 
be  a  person  of  uncommon  perseverance  and  spirit,  she  is  in  time 
confined  to  the  house,  and  not  unfrequently  her  room,  and  perhaps 
even  her  couch  ;  and  she  takes  her  place  upon  the  list  of  confirmed 
invalids,  obtaining,  it  maybe,  but  little  sympathy  or  charity  from  her 
acquaintances  and  friends,  because  she  "  does  not  look  very  sick," 
even  when  suffering  acutely. 

But  suppose  the  difficulty  does  not  reach  quite  this  extent ;  and 
the  female  in  question,  by  dint  of  prolonged  rest,  and  by  virtue  of  a 
good  constitution  and  such  general  treatment  as  she  may  have 
received,  escapes  the  fate  of  confinement  within  doors,  and  is  able  to 
keep  about  nearly  as  usual  without  much  suffering,  except  for  a  few 
days  in  each  month  ;  and  suppose,  too,  that  in  course  of  time,  induced 
by  her  own  wishes,  or  advised  to  such  a  step  by  her  physician,  (as 
has  often  been  done  without  doubt,)  she  enters  into  the  marriage 
state — what  then  ensues  ?  Beyond  all  question,  a  speedy  aggrava- 
tion or  renewal  of  her  old  symptoms,  and  an  increase  of  the  dormant 
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congestion.  And  the  explanation  of  the  occurrence  is  too  obvious  to 
need  more  than  a  simple  statement  of  the  fact ;  for,  by  the  mechan- 
ical injury  to  which  the  neck  of  the  organ  is  now  subjected,  and  the 
intense  and  repeated  physiological  excitement  consequent  upon  the 
new  relations  into  which  the  subject  has  entered,  a  hypeiwmic  con- 
dition of  the  a Tvix  can  mil  but  be  rapidly  established,  soon  resulting 
in  active  congestion,  inflammation  and  granulation,  with  all  their 
attendant  symptoms  and  sufferings. 

If,  as  may  possibly  happen,  impregnation  should  take  place,  the 
difficulties  just  mentioned  are  increased,  and  then  commence  the 
usual  Bymptoms  of  pain  in  the  back,  pelvis  and  limbs,  a  burning 
sensation  in  the  vagina  and  urethra,  with  frequent  and  painful  mic- 
turition, and  a  Musi'  of  weight  and  bearing  down  within  the  pelvis. 

Not  (infrequently  a  furred  tongue,  quick  pulse,  headache,  and  oc- 
casional shivering  fits,  denote  the  existence  of  Borne  constitutional  dis- 
turbance: and  so,  perhaps,  matters  go  on  for  some  ten  or  twelve 

weeks,  when  after  a  little  longer  walk  than  usual,  or  Some  extra 
exertion,  or  it  may  be  some  strong  mental  excitement,  or  even  with- 
out any  obvious  reason  whatever,  a  flow  make-  its  appearance,  con- 
tinues and  increases,  soon  followed  by  uterine  pains,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate patient  miscarries  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  prevent  it.  This 
occurrence  has  pretty  thoroughly  reduced  her  strength,  and  enfeebled 

her  whole  system  ;  but  after  a  while  -he  gels  up  again,  .-lowly  recovers 
and  resumes  her  usual  occupations,  though  her  face  i-  more  pallid, 
and  her  air  more  languid  than  before  ;  she  i-  more  easily  overcome 
by  Blight  exertions,  has  a  constant  pain  in  her  Bide,  an  occasional 
hemorrhage,  and  more  or  less  leucorrhea.  If  she  has  any  constitu- 
tional disposition  to  phthisis,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  a  short,  dry,  hack- 
ing cough  will  soon  begin  to  annoy  her;  and  no  very  long  period  will 
elap-e  before  the  too  well  known  and  unmistakable  signs  of  tubercu- 
lar disease  manifest  themselves.  The  sad  but  inevitable  result  I 
need  hardly  mention. 

But  if  our  patient  has  no  hereditary  taint,  and  escapes  the  fate 
just  referred  to,  she  may  nevertheless  be  doomed  to  troubles  and 
Bufferings  not  less  to  be  dreaded  than  the  more  rapidly  fatal  malady 
which,  under  similar  circumstances  in  other  cases,  often  results.  In 
due  time,  possibly,  she  again  conceives,  and  is  again  subjected  to  the 
dangers  and  sufferings  of  a  miscarriage  ;  and  thus  she  goes  on,  year 
after  year,  dragging  out  a  weary  existence,  which  doubtless  she 
would  be  glad  to  exchange  for  the  repose  of  the  grave. 

Perhaps  I  may  have  exaggerated,  or  too  highly  colored  my  sketch ; 
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and  yet  I  doubt  not  that  the  experience  of  many  of  the  members  of 
this  society  will  recognize  its  faithfulness  and  confirm  its  truth :  and 
even  if  from  among  the  whole  list  of  cases  that  come  under  the  phy- 
sician's notice,  there  should  be  found  but  a  bare  fraction  to  answer 
the  foregoing  description,  I  shall  still  have  discharged  my  duty  to 
that  small  number,  and  have  done  them  a  great  service  by  calling 
your  attention  to  the  cause  of  and  remedy  for  their  miserable  condi- 
tion, miserable  if  neglected  or  mistreated. 

There  is  one  fact  in  this  connection  which  deserves  particular 
mention.  All  physicians  who  have  paid  much  attention  to  uterine 
diseases,  and  especially  to  the  treatment  of  these  by  the  modern 
method,  can  not  but  have  noticed  that  many  of  their  patients  pre- 
viously, or  for  a  long  time  before,  sterile,  have,  soon  after  under- 
going the  topical  treatment  recommended  in  this  essay,  conceived 
and  gone  safely  through  the  period  of  gestation.  Now  if  this  proves 
anything,  it  shows  the  beneficial  influence  of  local  remedies  upon  the 
diseased  structure  and  organ.  The  uterus,  when  much  affected  by 
disease,  is  not  very  apt  to  discharge  its  physiological  duties  with 
regularity  and  certainty  ;  and  when,  after  a  long  recusance  of  these 
duties,  it  again  takes  on  and  performs  its  proper  functions,  I  think 
the  fact  furnishes  tolerably  strong  evidence  that  a  change  for  the 
better  has  been  effected  ;  and  if  we  are  ever  right  in  arguing  "post 
hoc,  ergo  propter  hoc,"  certainly  this  immediate  connection  between 
cause  and  effect  manifested  in  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  cervix 
by  direct  local  applications,  pretty  thoroughly  establishes  their  present 
power  and  permanent  utility. 

I  should  not  have  satisfactorily  performed  the  duty  which  I  assigned 
myself  in  the  selection  of  my  subject,  were  I  to  omit  a  caution,  espe- 
cially needed  in  the  management  of  uterine  diseases  ;  and  that  is,  not 
to  consider  them  cured,  when  only  partially  relieved.  Perhaps  in  no 
class  of  cases  is  there  a  stronger  tendency  to  relapse  than  in  those  of 
which  I  have  been  speaking.  The  physician  should  therefore  be  quite 
sure  that  every  vestige  of  disease  is  removed,  before  he  pronounces 
his  patient  well ;  and  even  then  he  should  charge  her  particularly  to 
use  great  care  in  avoiding  undue  exertions,  and  all  other  causes 
which  he  knows  may  be  likely  to  induce  a  return  of  the  complaint. 
The  locality  of  the  disease,  and  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  treatment, 
are  such  that  both  physician  and  patient  are  anxious  to  get  through 
with  it  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  doubtless,  in  some  instances  the 
practitioner  may  fail  to  effect  a  radical  cure  for  want  of  sufficient 
perseverance  in  the  course  commenced.    I  allude  to  this,  because  it 
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is  not  unlikely  to  occur,  and  possibly  an  objection  to  the  method  of 
treating  these  diseases  might  be  taken  from  the  fact  that  it  had  some- 
times failed  in  its  object,  when  in  truth  the  reason  for  its  failure  was 
to  be  looked  for  in  its  premature  discontinuance. 

It  was  no  part  of  my  design  to  say  much  with  regard  to  the  dis- 
placements of  the  uterus,  although,  entertaining  as  I  do  the  idea  that 
displacement  seldom  occurs  unconnected  with  disease  of  the  organ,  I 
might  with  propriety  have  devoted  some  moments  to  its  consideration. 
I  am  quite  satisfied  that  many  of  the  symptoms  attributed  to  prolap- 
sus uteri — such  for  instance  as  pain  in  the  back,  a  bearing  down 
sensation,  vaginal  discharge,  irritable  bladder.  &C. — depend  frequently 
more  upon  congestion  of  the  organ  than  upon  a  simple  change  of  it- 
position.  How  few  women  indeed  are  there,  who  have  borne  chil- 
dren, in  whom  the  womb  retains  its  natural  situation  !  But  further, 
it  is  very  often  the  fact  that  in  cases  where  tin'  symptoms  referred  to 
are  most  urgent  and  distressing,  the  degree  of  displacement  is  very 
slight  and  almost  inappreciable;  while  on  the  other  hand,  as  I  have 
more  than  once  seen,  a  woman  shall  lia\e  -o  great  a  degree  of  pro- 
lapsus, thai  the  neck  of  the  womb  fairly  protrudes  between  the  labia. 
and  yet  she  is  able  to  lake  long  walk-,  and  even  perform  much  actual 
labor  with  but  very  little  trouble  or  Buffering. 

In  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science  fur  July,  1853,  Dr. 
Peebles,  of  Virginia,  has  contributed  a  very  well  written  and  ingen- 
ious paper  "  on  the  displacements  of  the  non-gravid  uterus,"  in  which, 
while  he  admits  that  engorgement  or  congestion  is  almost  always 
found  in  cases  of  malposition  of  the  uterus,  and  i-  in  fact  the  patho- 
logical condition  of  the  organ  when  displaced,  he  yet  endeavors  to 
show  that  the  displacement  is  generally  the  antecedent,  and  the  con- 
gestion the  consequent;  ami  adduces  a-  arguments  to  support  his 
views,  among  other  things,  that  "the  increase  of  weight  in  the 
ensorsred  womb  is  not  of  itself  sufficient  to  effect  the  result."  And 
also,  that  "the  engorgement  may  greatly  disappear,  without  being 
followed  by  a  corresponding  return  of  the  organ  to  its  natural 
position." 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  allow  their  due  weight  to  both  these 
arguments,  and  yet  1  am  not  convinced  by  them  nor  any  others 
which  I  have  met  with,  that  the  ^  iews  of  the  writer  above  quoted  are 
in  the  main  correct.  That  congestion  sometimes,  I  might  even  Bay 
often,  follows,  and  is  the  direct  consequence  of  malposition  of  the 
uterus,  I  do  not  doubt;  but  from  my  own  observation,  and  from 
reasoning  on  the  subject.  I  am  disposed  to  believe  that  the  displace- 

11 
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nient  and  the  congestion  are  frequently  simultaneous,  or  at  least  that 
both  are  owing  to  the  same  antecedent  cause.  However,  I  do  not 
intend  to  discuss  the  subject :  my  reason  for  entering  upon  it  at  all 
at  the  present  time,  is  to  caution  my  younger  brethren  especially 
against  adopting  a  too  exclusive  and  one-sided  view  of  the  matter,  in 
these  cases,  inasmuch  as  the  treatment  of  them  would  be  very  much 
influenced  and  modified  by  the  theory  that  one  should  embrace 
respecting  them.  Those  who  should  adopt  Dr.  P's  views,  would 
attach  very  great  importance  to  the  mechanical  treatment  of  the  dif- 
ficult}', considering  the  topical  applications  which  I  have  recom- 
mended as  of  secondary  consequence  ;  while  those  who  should  think 
as  I  do,  that  displacements  of  the  uterus,  separated  from  their  patho- 
logical connections  of  engorgement,  granulation,  &c,  occasion  com- 
paratively but  little  inconvenience  and  suffering,  would  spare  their 
patients,  whenever  possible,  the  disagreeable  resort  to  a  pessary  ;  and 
first  having  relieved  them  of  actual  disease  by  proper  topical  appli- 
cations, would  trust  to  cold  water  douches  and  baths,  &c,  for  the 
cure  of  the  displacement,  and  only  advise  the  employment  of  a  per- 
manent mechanical  appliance,  when  they  had  failed  in  every  other 
way  to  afford  the  desired  relief. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  further  detail  in  regard  to  this  point,  and  am 
not  very  strenuous  in  urging  that  my  particular  views  should  be 
generally  adopted.  I  do  not  assume  to  be  regarded  as  authority 
upon  this  or  any  other  part  of  the  subject.  As  I  stated  at  the 
outset,  my  object  was  to  call  attention  to  a  very  common  class  of  dis- 
eases, in  my  opinion,  too  much  neglected,  or  too  inefficiently  treated, 
rather  than  to  attempt  the  feat  of  originating  any  new  theory,  or  of 
disproving  the  correctness  of  any  already  in  vogue. 

In  the  foregoing  paper  I  have  merely  given  the  results  of  my  own 
observation,  occasionally  supported  and  confirmed  by  such  authorities 
as  would  be  generally  recognized  by  the  profession.  Having,  then, 
no  pet  theory  to  establish  or  maintain,  and  no  rival  hypothesis  to 
demolish,  my  aim  has  been  simply  truth  ;  and  sound  views  of  pathol- 
ogy and  clear  ideas  of  treatment,  are  what  in  common  with  the 
profession  I  labor  for  and  desire. 

Quackery  and  charlatanism  are  rampant  in  all  departments  of  the 
healing  art,  and  in  none  more  so  than  in  that  branch  which  pertains 
to  female  diseases.  Every  "  experienced  "  old  woman,  and  traveling 
lecturer,  and  table-rapping  clairvoyant,  knows  as  much,  and  gener- 
ally much  more  than  the  regular  doctor.  The  surest  way  to  put 
down  empiricism  and  stop  the  spread  of  its  mischief,  is  for  the  medi- 
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eal  profession  to  attain  as  much  certainty  and  clearness  as  possible 
in  their  diagnosis  of  disease-,  and  consequently  harmony  and  uni- 
formity in  their  practice. 

Difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode  of  treatment  will  rarely  occur 
to  any  great  extent,  when  physicians  see  diseases  in  the  same  patho- 
logical light ;  but  when  obliged  to  guess  at  the  nature  and  character 
of  a  difficulty,  or  to  depend  solely  upon  symptoms,  we  -hall  be  very 
apt  frequently  to  arrive  at  widely  different  conclusions  both  as  to  the 
disease  and  its  remedies.  The  employment  of  instrumental  assist- 
ance, therefore,  in  ascertaining  the  character  and  determining  the 
nature  of  internal  diseases,  can  not  but  be  considered  a  great  step  in 
advance,  inasmuch  as  it  adds  to  the  quality  of  certainty,  in  need  of 
which  the  structure  of  our  medical  -<ience  somewhat  stands.  Let 
no  one  then  thoughtlessly  object  to,  or  willfully  refuse  this  assistance 
in  the  management  of  uterine  affections.  A  man  of  ordinary  tact 
ami  right  feelings,  will  so  contrive  to  avail  himself  oi  its  advantages, 
that  while  on  the  one  hand  he  obtains  the  information  which  he  so 
much  need-  and  desires,  on  the  other  he  will  avoid  all  unnecessary 
violence  to  his  patient's  delicacy,  be  she  never  so  refined  and  sensitH  e. 
"To  the  pure,  all  things  are  pure,"  should  be  as  much  an  axiom  in 
medicine  as  in  morals.  Bui  perhaps  I  have  said  enough  upon  this 
point,  and  my  paper  is  extending  to  an  inconvenient  length.  1  will 
therefore  hasten  to  a  conclusion. 

If  the  statements  I  have  presented,  and  the  n  aeons  I  have  adduced, 
in  the  foregoing  somewhal  discursive  essay,  shall  induce  anj  of  my 
professional  brethren  to  give  closer  attention  to  the  large  class  of 

uterine  diseases  which  come  under  the  ootii f  every  physician 

actively  engaged  in  general  practice,  and  if  the  mode  of  treatment 
which  I  have  described  and  advocated  Bhall  be  instrumental  in 
relieving  the  sufferings  and  restoring  the  health  of  even  a  few  of 
that  numerous  and  interesting  class  of  patients,  my  duty  to  this 
Society  uiid  in  my  profession  will  have  been  in  some  measure  dis- 
charged, and  the  time  and  laher  which,  by  your  appointment  for  this 
occasion,  has  been  required  at  my  hands,  will  not  have  been  expended 
In  vain. 

W.  B.  CASEY. 
Mi m> 1. 1  rowN,  May.  1854. 


NOTE. 

The  publication  of  the  proceedings  has  been  delayed  by  waiting 
the  preparation  of  an  expected  obituary  notice,  the  large  amount  of 
miscellaneous  matter  ordered  by  the  Convention,  as  well  as  the  great 
pressure  of  other  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  publisher. 
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Oommitt  ee   of  Examination. 
WILLIAM  H.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  ex-officio. 
LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 
JOHN  D.  FORD,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  W.  WELCH,  M.  D. 
REYNOLD  WEBB,  M.  D. 
BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D. 

Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 
F.  L.  DICKINSON,  M.  D. 
P.  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D. 

D.  P.  FRANCIS.  M.  D. 
JONATHAN  KNIGHT,  M.  D. 
ISAAC  G.  PORTER,  M.  D. 

Oommittee   to   nominate  Professors   in    the  Medical  Institution  of 

Tale   College. 
WILLIAM  C.  WILLIAMS,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  B.  CASEY,  M.  D. 
DAVID  HARRISON,  M.  D. 

E.  K.  HUNT,  M.  D. 

R.  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Con- 
necticut  Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  Court  House,  in  the  city  of 
Norwich,  May  10th  and  11th,  1855. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  when  the 
certificates  of  the  election  of  Fellows  were  presented  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  "t  Drs.  Fowler,  Thurs- 
ton, and  Lewis,  who  reported  the  following  li-t  ol 

F  E  L  L  0  W  S  . 


HARTFORD   coin i 1 . 

B.8.  Comings,  M.D. 
().  B.  Griggs,  M.D. 
W.  C.  Williams,  11. 1>. 
•8.  Rockwell,  M.D. 
E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  1). 

NKW  LONDON    COUNTY. 

Jno.  1>.  Ford,  M.  1>. 
11.  Thurston,  M.  D. 
Alonzo  Fuller,  M.  I). 
Jno.  C.  Holies,  M.D. 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.D. 

FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 

J.  Sherwood,  M.D. 
Jno.  A.  McLean,  M.D. 
*H.  N.  Bennett,  M.  D. 
*H.  L.  \V.  Burritt,  M.  D. 
*Jas.  Baldwin,  M.  1  >. 

MIDDLESEX   COUNTY. 

•D.  Williams,  M.  D. 
-W.  B.  Casey, M.D. 

■S.  \\\  Turner,  M.D. 


M.w   iiimn    COUNTY. 

.1.  Knight,  M.D. 
X.  B.  DeS  M.D. 
P.  G.  Rockwell,  M.  D. 
Joel  Canfield,  M.  I>. 

K.  I-'.  Still, „;,„,  M.D. 
w  INDHAM    I  OUNTY. 

J.  II.  Simmons,  M.  D. 
II.  \\.  Bough,  M.D. 
D.  W.  C.  Lathrop,  M.  D. 
Win.  A.  Lewis,  M.  D. 
•Daniel  A.  Horey,  II.  I' 

LITCHFIELD   COUNTY. 

M. Peters,  M.D. 
II.  W.  Iiuel,  M.  D. 
R.  M.  Fowler,  M.  D. 
ii.  Brown,  M.D. 
C.  B.  Malfbie,  M.  D. 

TOLLAND    COUNTY. 

( trson  Wood,  M.  D. 
(!.  II.  Preston,  M.  D. 
II.  S.  Dean.  M.D. 


♦Absent. 


It  was  voted  to  postpone  the  election  of  officers  for  the  present, 
and  proceed  to  the  next  regular  business  of  the  Convention. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Hunt,  Ford,  and  Wood,  were 
appointed  to  bring  forward  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year. 

Dr.  Peters  offered  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  M.  D.,  of 
Kent,  the  medical  profession  have  lost  a  worthy  and  useful  member, 
and  the  Society  a  firm  and  distinguished  supporter. 

Resolved,  That be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  suitable 

biographical  sketch  of  the  deceased,  and  present  it  to  the  Convention. 

Resolutions  passed  unanimously,  and  Dr.  Peters  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  deceased. 

Dr.  Hunt  presented  the  resolutions  from  Hartford  County  in  ref- 
erence to  the  Insane  confined  in  the  Connecticut  State  Prison — the 
Sanitary  condition  of  Hartford  County,  and  urging  the  adoption  of 
similar  measures  in  all  the  counties  of  the  S'late — the  Biography  of 
the  late  George  Sumner,  M.  D. — the  necessity  of  a  thorough  Phar- 
maceutical education  for  Druggists,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  their 
duties  with  more  regard  to  the  safety  of  human  life  and  the  best  in- 
terests of  humanity,  and  approving  of  the  organization  of  the  "Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical  Association;"  and  requesting  the  Convention 
to  co-operate  with  this  National  Association  in  its  laudable  efforts 
"  to  advance  pharmaceutical  knowledge,  and  elevate  the  professional 
character  of  Apothecaries  and  Druggists  in  the  United  States." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thurston, 

The  resolutions  presented  from  Hartford  County  were  severally 
referred  to  select  committees,  to  report  thereon  to  the  present  Con- 
vention. 

Dr.  Hunt  then  presented  the  resolution  of  Hartford  County,  recom- 
mending several  physicians  therein  named,  for  the  Honorary  Degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  this  resolution 
was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee,  to  be  raised,  on  Honorary 
Degrees  and  Honorary  Members. 

Dr.  Catlin  then  offered  a  resolution,  that  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed,  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  an  alteration  of  the  third 
section  of  the  "Act  to  incorporate  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society," 
by  erasing  the  word  "  second,"  and  inserting  "  fourth,"  preceding 
"  Wednesday  in  May,"  so  that  hereafter  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Convention  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  will  be  held  on  the 


fourth  "Wednesday  in  May  in  each  year,  in  the  place  of  the  second 
Wednesday,  as  now  required  by  said  act  of  incorporation.  The 
object  of  the  change  being  to  accommodate  those  members  of  the 
Society  who  may  be  members  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  Fellows  to  the  Convention  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  thai 
they  might  be  enabled  to  attend  both  meetings.  <  )n  motion,  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Buel,  Foster,  and  Wood. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three,  to  attend 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  to  be  held 
at  Springfield,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  June.  1855.  On  motion, 
tin;  nomination  of  said  delegates  was  referred  to  the  Committee  to 
nominate  Delegates  to  the  National  Medical  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thurston, 

Resolved,  That,  if  any  Clerk,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  shall 
prosecute  a  fellow  of  the  Society,  he  shall  be  supported  by  the  State 
Society,  and  find  means  to  carry  "a  a  law-suit  from  the  State 
Treasury. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  s  committee,  consisting  of  Drs. 
Thurston,  Lathrop,  and  Dean. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ford,  Dr.  .1.  V.  C  Smith,  of  Boston, was  invited 
to  a  seat  in  the  Convention,  and  Dr.  Haile  was  requested  to  call 
upon  Dr.  Smith,  and  inform  him  of  the  vote,  and  escort  him  to  the 
Convention  now  in  Bession. 

Drs.  Hunt,  Knight,  Casey,  Simmons,  Fuller,  Peters,  Bennett, and 

Dean,  wire  appointed  a  committee  on  the  Hartford  resolutions  in 
reference  to  the  Insane  confined  in  Connecticut  Slate  Prison. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected,  viz.  .• 

WILLIAM  II.  COGSWELL,  M.  D..  President. 
BENJAMIN   II.  (All. IN.  M.  I)..  Vice-President. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITII.  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
GEORGE  0.  SUMNEB,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  until  •-'  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Two  o'clock,   P.  M. 

The  Convention  came  together. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  report,  which  was  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  Ives,  Griggs,  and  Brown,  to  audit 
the  same. 

Abstract,  of  Treasurer's  Report. 

Ca  sh  in  Treasury,  ....  $240.13^ 

Due  from  Clerks,         .  .  .  $1,250.13 

Deduct  one-third  for  bad  debts,  abatements, 

commissions,  &c,  .  .  416.71 


833.42 


$1,073.55£ 
The  Society  owes  for  debentures,  outstanding.  .  468.25 

Leaving  balance  in  favor  of  the  Society,  .  .       $605.30! 

Drs.  Thurston,  Lathrop,  and  McLean,  were  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee on  Debentures. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  till  the  vacancies  in  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  the  election  of 

Keynold  Webb,  M.  D.,  and  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  in  the 
Committee  of  Examination. 

Jonathan  Knight,  M.  D.,  and  Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D.,  in  the  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  Physicians  to  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane. 

E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  and  R.  M.  Fowler,  M.  D.,  in  the  Committee 
to  nominate  Professors  in  Yale  College. 

Drs.  Hunt,  Rockwell,  and  Simmons,  were  then  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  Resolutions  of  Hartford  County,  in  reference  to  San- 
itary reports  from  the  several  counties. 

Drs.  Comings,  Canfield,  and  Bolles,  on  the  resolutions  of  said 
county,  on  the  Education  of  Druggists  and  Apothecaries  ;  and, 

Drs.  N.  B.  Ives,  Buel,  and  Preston,  to  report  on  the  publication 
of  the  Biography  of  George  Sumner,  M.  D.,  by  the  Convention. 

Drs.  Knight,  Hunt,  and  Porter,  were  then  appointed  a  Committee 
to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Drs.  Ford,  Lewis,  Stillman,  Comings,  D.  Williams,  Wood,  Brown, 
and  McLean,  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Members. 


Drs.  Ives,  Griggs,  Thurston,  Simmons,  Sherwood,  Fowler,  Casey, 
and  Dean,  on  Gratuitous  Students. 

Drs.  Knight,  Hunt,  and  Rockwell,  to  nominate  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention. 

Dr.  Knight,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the 
American  Medical  Association,  reported  the  names  of  Drs.  N.  B. 
Ives,  N.  S.  Perkins,  G.  W.  Russell,  and  P.  G.  Rockwell ;  and  also 
reported  the  names  of  Drs.  J.  Knight,  B.  Rogers,  and  A.  B.  Haile, 
as  Delegates  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the  present  year. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  gentlemen  were  severally  appointed  aa 
recommended. 

Dr.  Knight,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  a  Dissertator  to  the 
next  Convention,  reported  John  I).  Ford,  M.  D.,  as  Dissertator,  and 
II.  \V.  Buel,  as  substitute. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  gentlemen  were  appointed. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  audit  the 
Treasurer's  report,  reported,  that  the  committee  had  examined  the 
same,  and  found  it  correct;  and  recommended  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  accepted  by  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  past  Clerks  of  County  Medical  Societies  be  re- 
quested  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  Treasurer,  without  further 
delay. 

Dr.  R.  M.  Fowler,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  reerrcd  the 
alteration  of  the  charter  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  chang- 
ing the  time  of  holding  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Convention  from 
the  second  to  the  fourth  "Wednesday  in  May,  submitted  a  report 
that  said  change  is  expedient,  and  recommended  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  to  make  such  change  in 
the  act  of  incorporation  of  the  Society. 

Report  accepted,  and  Drs.  Hunt.  A.  M.  Knight,  and  Simmons, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

Dr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  reported 
that  the  only  unfinished  business  of  last  year  was  the  report  of  the 
Committee  appointed  on  Dr.  Wood's  resolution  on  the  labeling  of  all 
medicines  in  plain  English,  and  the  New  Hampshire  Circular.  That 
said  matter  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  which  Dr.  Beardsley  was 
Chairman. 

Dr.  Beardsley  was    not  in    Convention,  but  made   through  Dr. 
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Knight  a  verbal  report,  that  in  his  opinion  no  action  was  necessary 
by  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Wood,  a  member  of  the  same  Committee,  being  present,  stated 
that  the  Committee  had  held  no  meeting,  but  he  had  submitted  his 
"  opinion  to  the  Chairman,  and  was  now  in  favor  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  to  pass  a  law  which  should  prohibit  the  sale  of  Patent 
Medicines,  unless  labeled  in  plain  English." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sumner,  seconded  by  Dr.  Wood,  the  subject  was 
continued  to  the  next  Convention,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  con- 
sisting of  Drs.  Wood,  Fuller,  and  Lewis. 

Dr.  Stephen  G.  Hubbard  then  read  a  Dissertation  on  "  Registra- 
tion the  Basis  of  Sanitary  Reform." 

On  which,  Dr.  Beckwith  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  Stephen  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  for  his  very  able 
and  important  paper,  read  by  him,  on  Registration,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  furnish  a  copy,  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  Convention. 

The  resolution  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Knight,  and  passed  unanimously. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Biography  of  the  late  Dr. 
Sumner,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  same,  indorsed  the 
resolutions  of  Hartford  County,  and  recommended  the  publication  of 
the  Biography,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

Report  accepted,  and  resolution  passed. 

In  consequence  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Drs.  Ford  and 
McLean,  from  the  Convention,  their  vacancies  on  the  Committee  on 
Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Members,  were  filled  by  Drs. 
Bolles  and  Lathrop,  and  Dr.  Brown  on  Debentures,  in  place  of  Dr. 
McLean. 

Dr.  Hunt,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  resolu- 
tions submitted  to  the  Convention  by  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Society,  on  the  procuring  of  Sanitary  reports  from  the  several  coun- 
ties, made  the  following  report : 

That  they  have  examined  the  plan  adopted  by  Hartford  County 
Medical  Society,  submitted  to  their  consideration,  and  published  in 
the  proceedings  of  last  year,  and  have  also  examined  several  papers 
submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Society,  obtained  under  that  sys- 
tem, and  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  same  were  adopted  by  the 
several  counties  of  the  State  as  energetically  and  perseveringly  as 


their  importance  demands,  it  would  ultimately  furnish  an  ample  and 
reliable  sanitary  condition  of  the  State. 

We  propose  further,  that  in  addition  to  these  inquiries,  the  report 
of  Dr.  Gurdon  "W.  Kussell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Hartford 
County  Medical  Society,  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
present  year,  that  members  may  learn  the  method  adopted  in  that 
county,  in  making  up  reports,  and  pursue  it  with  more  or  less  full- 
ness as  circumstances  demand. 

In  conclusion,  they  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  earnestly  recommend  to  each 
county  of  the  State  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  preparing  a  sanitary 
report  after  the  plan  pursued  in  Hartford  County,  and  which  appears 
with  sufficient  fullness  to  be  readily  understood  in  the  published  pro- 
ceedings of  the  present  year. 


Signed, 


Hi  \  i , 

Rockwell,  J-  Committee. 

Simmons, 


Report  accepted,  and  resolutions  adopted. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  Committee  on   Gratuitous  Students,  reported 

that 

<  New  Haven  county  had  elected,  Samuel  Shepard, 

Middlesex  county,  George  H.  Perry, 

Litchfield  county,  Edward  Bulklev,  Jr., 

Fairfield  county,  Elijah  Gregory, 

Middlesex  county,  Nehemiah  Nickerson, 

Tolland  county,  Stephen  F.  Ponieroy. 

For  vacancies  in  Hartford  and  New  London  counties,  Richard 
Foote  and  John  Johnson,  A.  15. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  vacancies  were  tilled  by  Richard  Foote 
and  John  Johnson. 

Dr.  Knight  ottered  the  following  resolution  : 

Besolred,  That  the  several  county  societies  be  requested  to  collect 
and  report  to  this  Convention,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  each  year, 
the  names  of  such  members  of  their  respective  societies  as  have  died 
during  the  pre\  ious  year,  with  such  obituary  notices  of  them  as  they 
may  deem  proper. 
2 
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Resolution  carried  unanimously. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ford,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  physicians  throughout  the 
State,  a  full  and  earnest  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Reg- 
istration law  and  to  promote  its  observance. 

Dr.  Thurston  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerks  of  the  several  county  societies  hereafter 
be  exempt  from  all  taxes  due  to  the  State  Society,  during  their  term 
of  office,  in  addition  to  the  present  fees. 

Resolution  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  deaths  of  Samuel  Buel,  M.  D.,  Aaron 
Moody,  M.  D.,  Thomas  P.  Wattles,  M.  D.,  Horace  Burgess,  M.  D., 
Avery  Downer,  M.  D.,  John  Noyes,  M.  D.,  Ralph  Carter,  M.  D.,  late 
prominent  members  and  fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society, 
the  medical  profession  have  lost  useful  and  honorable  members  and 
the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  some  of  its  most  faithful  supporters 
and  distinguished  ornaments. 

Resolved  further,  That ,  be  a  committee  to  prepare 

suitable  sketches  of  the  deceased,  and  report  to  the  county  meetings, 
to  be  by  them  submitted  to  the  next  annual  Convention. 

On  motion,  the  blank  was  filled  by  a  committee  of  one  from  a 
county,  viz. 

Eli  Ives,  M.  D.,  New  Haven  county, 

Gurdon  W.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Hartford  county, 

Wm.  B.  Casey,  M.  D.,  Middlesex  county, 

J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Litchfield  county, 

R.  Blakeman,  M.  D.,  Fairfield  county, 

W.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  Windham  county, 

J.  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  New  London  county, 

T.  Dimock,  M.  D.,  Tolland  county. 

Dr.  Ford,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Members,  recommended  the  names  of  Dr.  Sidney  W.  Rockwell,  of 
East  Windsor,  Dr.  S.  Waldo  Hart,  New  Britain,  Dr.  Warren  Thrall, 
Glastenbury,  Dr.  Erastus  Bancroft,  of  Wolcottville,  to  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College,  for  the  Honorary  Degree  of 
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Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  also  recommended  that  the  names  reported 
last  year  be  again  forwarded  to  the  Corporation  of  Yale  College,  and 
entered  on  the  Triennial  Catalogue  for  the  year  1854. 
Also,  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.  D.,  of  Boston. 

Joseph  Sargent,  M.  D.,  of  Worcester, 
O.Wendell  Holme-,  M.  D.,  of  Boston, 
Mason  F.  Cogswell,  M.  D.,  of  Albany, 
as  Honorary  Members  of  the  Stair  Medieal  Society. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and  on  balloting  for  the 
several  gentlemen,  they  wire  found  severally  elected,  viz. 
Drs.  Itockwell,  Hart, Thrall  and  Bancroft,  for  recommendation  to  the 

Corporation  of  Yale  College,  for  the  Honorary  Degr »f«M.  I).,  and 

Drs.  Smith,  Sargent,  Holmes  and  Cogswell,  as  Honorary  Members 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Comings,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lutions submitted  by  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  in  regard 
to  the  preparatory  education  of  Druggists  and  Apothecaries,  made 
the  following  report  i 

That  the  resolutions  presented  by  the  Hartford  County  Medical 
Society  be  adopted  and  published  in  the  transactions  of  this  Society, 
and  that  our  Secretary  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions to  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Cokings,    *) 

S  win  OBD,  ,    Committee. 
BOLLBS,         ) 

Voted,  That  the  action  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society 
in  regard  to  the  dismissal  of  Dr.  Jairus  Case,  be  confirmed  by  this 

Convention. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Knight, 

Besolred,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon 
each  member,  payable  on  the  1st  June  next 

Resolution  adopted,  and  tax  laid. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  Thursday,  A.  M. 
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Thursday,  Eight  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Convention  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  on  Dr.  Thurston's  resolution,  through  their  chair- 
man, Dr.  Thurston,  reported,  that  the  By-Laws  are  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit on  the  subject,  and  beg  leave  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration. 

Report  accepted,  and  committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Baldwin,  another  member  of  the  Committee  on  Dr.  "Wood's 
resolution,  reported  further,  that  the  sale  of  Patent  Medicine  nostrums, 
involves  a  large  sum  of  money,  variously  estimated  from  fifty  to  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  that  most  of  this  sum  is  carried  from  the 
State,  and  pays  no  tax,  being  sold  by  peddlers  and  others  on  commis- 
sion ;  that  it  is  just  that  it  should  pay  a  certain  tax  or  license  in 
the  towns  where  raised  ;  that  the  payment  of  a  license  fee  would  re- 
strict the  sale  of  those  articles  in  which  the  manufacturers  have  no 
confidence,  and  limit  the  operations  of  the  adventurers  who  seek  to 
replenish  their  pockets  by  hawking  articles  of  pretended  efficiency  on 
the  suffering  sick.  The  committee  would  recommend  that  the  Con- 
vention call  the  attention  of  our  State  Legislature  to  this  view  of  the 
subject  for  such  legislation  as  sound  political  economy  demands. 

The  report  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee,  already  ap- 
pointed, on  Patent  Medicines  and  Nostrums. 

The  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees  were  then  called  for, 
when  the  Secretary  (in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Welch,  appointed  to  make 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Examination,  not  having  rendered  it,) 
stated  that  the  published  report  of  the  Dean  contained  the  proceed- 
ings ;  that  the  class  was  unusually  well  prepared,  and  in  all  respects 
worthy  of  the  Institution,  whose  diploma  they  received  by  the  unani- 
mous approbation  of  the  Board. 

The  Committee  on  the  appointment  of  Professors  for  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  appointment  of  Physician  to 
the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  reported  that  no  proceedings  had  been 
called  for  in  their  several  boards. 

Reports  accepted. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  from  Hartford  County,  in  relation 
to  Insane  Convicts. 
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Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Society,  from  statements  made  to  it 
to-day,  and  from  the  many  published  reports  of  former  Physicians 
and  Wardens  of  the  State  Prison,  that  Insane  convicts  in  considerable 
numbers,  are  always  to  be  found  there,  for  whose  comfort  or  recovery 
no  suitable  accommodations  are  furnished,  or  means  employed ;  and 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  interests  of  humanity  and  of  the  State, 
are  both  involved  in  a  change,  having  for  its  object  the  recovery,  if 
possible,  of  the  class  of  persons  above-named.     Therefore, 

Retolved,  That  this  Society  respectfully  request  the  State  Medical 
Society,  at  its  ensuing  Convention,  duly  to  consider  this  important 
subject;  and  by  an  active  committee,  or  otherwise,  place  itself  in 
illation  with  those  to  whom  the  power  of  furnishing  relief  belongs, 
and  earnestly  endeavor  to  procure  sueli  action  in  the  premises,  as 
best  promises  to  secure  the  end  contemplated.* 

Dr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report, 
which  was  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

Dr.  P.  G.  Rockwell  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered'  to  the 
Norwich  Medical  Association,  the  Municipal  Authorities,  and  other 
citizens  of  Norwich,  for  the  very  generous  and  hospitable  manner  in 
which  they  have  greeted  and  entertained  us  during  our  sojourn  la-re. 

Resolution  passed  unanimously. 

On  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned  tint  die. 

Attest, 

JOSIAB   (!.  BECKWITII,  Secretary. 

'  Tl iijci-i  ruiitnii|iiutni  in  iiu'  aiiuM'  riM'lution,  was,  early  in  the  sec 

brought  by  petition  before  the  Legislature,  and  referred  to  the  "  Committee  on 
State  Humane  Institutions,"  whose  report  is  appended  to  these  Proceedings, 
principally  for  tin-  Bake  of  bringing  several  highly  interesting  facts  to  the  notice  of 
the  profession,  and  thus  secure  its  hearty  co-operation,  in  carrying  on  to  comple- 
tion, the  undertaking,  which  the  appropriation  of  the  present  year,  has  enabled  its 
friends  to  besin. 
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SI'.TII  I,,  riin.l),  M.D.,  Chairman. 

Wn.i.i  lu  R.  I'.kow  m  i.i.  m    1 1  ,  Clerk. 


Hartford,  Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  IS. 
Beresford,  George  li.  Hawley,  Gordon 
W.  Russell,  David  Crary,  l;.  W.  Ella- 
worth,  Benjamin Sogers,  E.  K.  Hunt, 
John  S.  Butler,  J.  C.  Jackson,  A.  W. 
Barrows,  Thomas  Miner,  M.  W  Wil- 
son, William  Porter,  John  II.  Wells, 
William  K.  Brownell,  P.  W.Hastings, 
S.  ('.  Preston,  J.  s.  Curtis,  s.  C. 
Hall,  Edwin  Blakslee,  J.  -\.  Komi- 
bach. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg, 

Berlin,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  Britain,  Samuel  Hart,  Roswell 
Hawley,  E.  1).  Babeock,  li.  N.  Com- 
ings. 

Hi  oohfield,  Henry  Gray. 

Bristol,  Joseph  W.  Camp,  John  S. 
Bloody,  Loomifl  North. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  2d. 

Canton,  Collinsvitte, Russell  EI.  Tiffany. 

ICast  Hartford,  Eli  Hall,  Seth  L. 
Child,  Clarence  M.  Brownell,  II.  K. 
( llmatead. 

East  Windsor,  Hiram  Watson, 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  ti.  Fisk. 

Warehoasi  Point,  Joseph  Olmstead. 

1Cmii.ii),  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing, II.  A.  ( Irant. 

TnompsonviUe,  S  Bailey  Beach,  L.  S. 
Peaae. 

Farminqton,  Asahel  Thompson, 


!  Ifc,  G.  A.  Moody. 

UhionviUe,  William  II.  Sage. 
Glasi  bx  in  in.  (  linion  Bunce. 
South    '  i      i..    Hammond, 

l.iiman  .1.  Andrus,  Henrj  Gilbert. 
try,  Sal'in  Stocking. 
bi  .  Joseph  F.  ■!•  toett. 
East  Gra  .'  ..  I  Ihesti  r  Hamlin. 
West  Granby,  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 
North  Granby,  Francis  F.  Allen. 
M  iNOHBSTi  b,    W.   I !,   Williams,    W. 

Scott, 
Rocki   IIiii,    Sylvester  Buikley,   It.  W. 

( iriswold. 
Si  msbi  ai ,  Roderick  A.  White, 
TariffvOle,  George  W.  Sanford,  Charles 

W.  Ensign. 

SOUTHINGTON,   Julius  S    Harms  \.   II. 

I'.\ ington,  1-    A.  I l:ut. 
Soi  in  Windsor,  Horace  ('.  Gillette, 
11.  Goodrich. 

East    Windsor    llili.     Win.    Wood,    Si.l- 

ik'v  Rockwell. 
Si  rrii. i.o.  s.  B.  Low,  Aretus  Rising. 
West  Suffii  d,  0.  W.  Kellogg. 
\\'i  riu.K-i  ii  1 1'.    I'..    F.   Cooke,  A.  S. 

Warner,  R.  Fox. 
West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 
Windsor,    William  S.  Pierson,  A.  Mor- 

ri-on.  Samuel  A.  Wilson. 
Windsor  Lodes,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 
Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW    HAVEN     COUNTY. 


HENRY  BRONSON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
S.  G.  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ires,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punderson, 
A.  S.  Munson,  Charles  Hooker,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  E.  D. 
North,  J.  A.  Totten,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny 
A.  Jewett,  D.  L.  Daggett,  George  0. 
Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Broil- 
son,  E.  A.  Park,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  W. 
J.  Whiting,  A.  C.  Blakeslee,  H.  W.  E. 
Mathews,  C.  A.  Lindsley,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  T.  P.  Beers,  Jr.,  Charles 
Byington,  Venderlin  Hassler,  Samuel 
Lloyd,  Geo.  E.  Buddington,  Thomas 
H.  "Totten,  J.  K.  Downs,  Moses  C. 
White,  Leonard  J.  Sanford,  C.  L. 
Ives,  Hobart  Keese,  Lucius  A.  Smith. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branfoed,  Wittoughby  L.  Lay,  Jacob 
0.  Loomis. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Harvey  B. 
Way,  Noah  B.  Welton. 

Derby-,  Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutt'on. 


Hamden,  E.  D.  Swift. 

Humphreysville,  Abiram  Stoddard,  Shel- 
don C.  Johnson,  Joshua  Kendall, 
Thomas  Stoddard. 

Last  Haven,  Bela  Farnham. 

North  Haven,  Roswell  F.  Stillman. 

Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 
cott. 

Madison,  Reynold  Webb,  D.  W.  Webb. 

Meriden,  Lewis  Barnes. 

West  Meriden,  B.  H.  Catlin,  Edward 
W.  Hatch. 

Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 

Milford,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 

Naugatuck,  J.  D.  Mcars,  Timothy 
Langdon. 

Oxford,  Roswell  Bronson. 

Southbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 

South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 

Wallingford,  Nehemiah  Banks,  Sam- 
uel N.  Rowell. 

Waterbury,  G.  L.  Piatt,  John  Dea- 
con, George  E.  Perkins,  M.  H.  Per- 
kins, Sturges  Bulkley,  P.  G.  Rock- 
well, Thomas  Dougherty. 

Wooderidge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 
Castle. 


NEW     LONDON      COUNTY. 

ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.D.,  Chairman. 
Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  Wm.  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Hobron,  Robert  A.  Manwaring. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Elisha  Phinney, 
John  D.  Ford,  Edwin  Bentley,  Ben- 
jamin D.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller, 
Alonzo  Fuller,  Horace  Thurston, 
Henry  W.  Leach,  Daniel  G.  Gulliver, 
A.  B.  Haile. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

CoLcnESTER,  Ezehiel  W.  Parsons, 
Frederick  Morgan. 

Last  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbcl  Woodward. 


Griswold,  Jewett  City,  William  Soule. 

Groton,  Joseph  Duri'ey. 

Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 

Lebanon,    Joseph    Comstock,  Ralph  P. 

Green. 
Ledyard,   Gale's  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Ma- 

thewson. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  John  C.  Bolles. 
Uncasville,  Samuel  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  Eleuzer  B.  Downing. 
Pouuetannock,  Henry  C.  Randall. 
Salem,  Nathaniel  Foote. 
Stonington,     William   Hyde,    George 

E.  Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
Mystic  Bridge,  E.  F.  Coats,  A.  W.  Coats. 
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I    I1KFIELU     COUSrv. 


SAMUEL  S.  NOTES,  M.D.,  Chairman. 
Justus  Sherwood,  M.  I).,  Clerk. 


Kaiki-iei.I),  S.  I'.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeck. 
Greenfield,  RUFUS  BLAKEMAN. 
Southport,  Justus  Sherwood. 
Bbidgefobt,   1).  If.  Nash,    Frederick 

J.  Judson,   II.  L.  W.  Burritt,  William 

IS.  Nash,    Bobert    Hubbard,     II.   N. 

Bennett. 
Bbookfield,   Noah    .1.   Lacaj,  A.  L. 

Williams. 

Botsford,   E.  P.  Ben- 


Danbuby,  A'.  /,' 

nett. 
Easton,   James 

Ticknor. 


Baldwin,    Abram   P 


Huhtihgtoh,  James  II-  SheUon. 

BfowROi  .  S  dmon  II.  Hall. 

New  (.'»\v>\.  Samuel  S.  Noyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 

Nobw  M.h,  John  A.  McLean,  tra  Greg- 
ory. 

Stamfobd,    N.    I).    Height,    Samuel 

Sands,  I.'*\\  i-   Ilinilait. 

Stbatfobd,    William  T.  Slieh 
Tbi  ubi  1 ...  i:  l.l.l  A  II  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 
Westpobt,  George  Blackman,   David 
S.  Burr. 


W  I  s  11  in  11      CO  UNTT 


olililN  WITTER,  M.  I>  .  Chairman. 


James  li.  Whitcomb,  M   l>. .  Clerk. 


Hi: ii.n,  James  I!.  Whitcomb, Dan- 
iel M.  Hale,  William  Woodbridge. 

Asnniiii.,  John  II.  Simmons. 

( '  \\  1  i;itiii  in  .  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Cfl  U'l.lN,    t  >  1-1  i  1 1   Wilier. 

II  lmpton,  Dyer  Hushes. 

K 1 1 . 1 . i n < .  1 . v ,  DaysviUe,  Justin  Ham- 
mond, 

Smith  KiUingly,  Daniel  A.  Hovey. 

East  KiUingly,   E.  A.  Hill. 

West  KiUingly,  David  I'..  Hall.  Samuel 
Hutchins,  Stephen  C.  Griggs. 

Quinebaug,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas 
W.  Perry. 

I'lainhki'ii.  WM.  11.  COGSWELL. 

Moosup,  Man  11  Burgess,  Nathan  S.  Pike, 
Lewis  E.  Dixon. 


,   Elijah  Baldwin,  Jr. 

Pokiest,  Hiram  1 1 « •  1 1 ,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams. 

3ti        •'■,  William  A.  Lewis. 

Thompson,  Howell  Holcomb,  John 
McGn 

Vol  1  v  COM  N.    II  ''■■"• 

Windham,  I  "harlet  Bunt,  1>'-  Witl  C 

Lathrop. 
Williimintii ,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

d,  Call  in  B.  Bromley. 
Woodstock,    WwtA,  AsaWitter. 
South  Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Moral. 
West     Woods      .      Milton     Bradford, 

Charles  II.  Rogers. 
Bast)  obd,  Henry  Gray. 


I.  I  T  C  II  F  I   K  I-  I>      I'  •>  1     N  T  V  . 


WILLIAM  W.  WELCH,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

II.  W.  Bubl,  M.  1).,  Clerk. 


Litciu  hi  l'.  Josiafa  (i.  Beckvi  ith,  I  ieo. 
Seymour,  D.  E.  Bostwick,  E.  Osborn, 
II."  W.  Bnel. 

South  Farms,  Harry  11.  Mima. 
I'unv,   llliamar  II.  Smith. 

.•<with  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 


Cornwall,   Burritt  B.  North,  John  II. 

Welch. 
West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Cold. 
CousBBOOK,  Seth  1 
Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 


Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 
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Harwinton,  Miller. 

Kent,   If*  Beardsley,  John  E.  Smith. 
New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams,  ffm. 

B.  Lacy. 
Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 
Norfolk,  William  W.   Welch,  E,  D. 

Huggins. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 
Roxeury,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisbury,   0.  Plumb. 
Lakesville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  Wm. 

M.  Knight. 
New  Hartford,  South,  Barber. 


Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauueey 
Recti. 

Torrington,  Wolcottville,  Erastus  Ban- 
croft, J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  O.  Brown. 

Woodvil/e,  Mauley  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

New  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Watertown,  Samuel  Catlin,  Jr. 

Winchester,  West  Winstcd,  James 
Welch,  H.  G.  Wcstlake,  J.  W.  Bid- 
well. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 


MIDDLESEX      COUNTY. 


M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 

Woodward,   William  B.  Casey,  Da- 
.  vid     Harrison,    Franklin    Woodruff, 

Elisha  B.  Nye,   George  W.   Burke, 

Miner  C.  Hazen. 
Chatham,   East  Hampton,  Francis  G. 

Edgerton. 
Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 
Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 
Clinton,  Denison  11.  Hubbard. 
Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 


I  Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 
East   Haddam,    Asa   M.  Holt,  Datus 

Williams.1 
Haddam,  Edwin  Bidwell. 
Higijanum,  William  H.  Trcmaine. 
Portland,  George  0.  Jarvis,  G.  C.  H. 

Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Deep  Hirer,  Eufus  Baker. 
Old  Saybrook,  Essex,  Alexander  II. 
Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND      COUNTY. 


ORSON  WOOD,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Toiland,    Ahijah    Ladd,     Oliver    K. 

Isham,  Gilbert  H.  Preston. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry-,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  II.  S.  Dean. 
Ellington,  Allen  Hyde,  Horatio  Dow, 

J.  H.  Manning. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS;  Orrin 

C.  White,  Elijah  A.  Woodward. 
Mansfield,   North,  Norman  Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 


EaglettUle,  Edwin  G.  Sumner. 

South  Ufans/ield,  Earl  Swift. 

Somers,    Orson     Wood,    Erasmus    E. 

Hamilton. 
Stafford,   East,    William   N.    Clark, 

Eleazer  S.  Bcebc. 
Stafford,  Mrest,  Joshua  C.  Blodgct. 
Union,  E.  Linslcy. 
Vernon,  John  B.  Lewis. 
Rockville,  M.  M.  Frizzle,  Alden  Skinner. 
Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
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SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY   MEMBERS    Full    1855,   WITH   THE 
DEATHS   IN  Tin:,  YEAR   ENDING   APRIL  1.  1855. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Dead 

Hartford  County, 

78 

fi 

s4 

2 

New  Haven  County, 

71 

11 

62 

1 

New  London  County, 

36 

1 1 

47 

3 

Fairfield  <  lounty, 

21 

7 

28 

ii 

Wiiiilliain  (  'tiiiiity, 

:il 

~> 

36 

1 

Litchfield  County, 

.'i'.i 

4 

4:t 

2 

Middlesex  County, 

'ii 

2 

■n 

(i 

Tolland  Comity, 

20 

B 

28 

0 

Total,  318  7.4  .'172  9 

Note.     Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  an 
members  of  the  annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet 
ings,  and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  of  casting 
their  votes.     And  all  members  of  the  Soi  iot;  an   invited,  by  the  By-Laws,  to  bo 
present  at  all  meeting  of  the  Convention. 


DEATHS  of  MEMBERS  l>l  RING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  I,  1855, 

WITH    Till)     Vi;i;    ami    iiim.vm;    BO    I'll;    \8     18CBBTAINED. 

Hartford   (' try.     Ralph  Carter,  ol    Glastonbury,  .'-"I  64  years.     Disease, 

Softening  of  tin'  Brain.  George  Stunner,  of  Hartford,  aged  61.  Disease,  Soft- 
ening  of  the  Brain, 

New  Haven  C ty.     Anson    M ly,  of  New    Haven,  aged  I  I    "i    Typhus 

Fever. 

Nov  London  County.     Avery  Downer,  of  Preston,  aged  ofOldAge. 

'I'll as   1'.  Wattles,  of  North  Stonington,  of  Disease  of  th    Heart,   aged  54; 

John  Noyes,  of  Lyme,  aged  40,  of  Consumption. 

Windham  County.     Horace  Burgess,  of  Moosup,  of  Dj  .1 

Litchfield  County.     Samuel   Bnel,  of  Litchfield,  aged  7:.'.  .      I  ption. 

Johnson  ('.  Hafch,  of  Knit,  aged  63, accidentally  drowned  in  Housatonic  river. 


DUTIES    of    CL  F.  R  KS 

To  warn  County  -Mi'i Ing 

To  record  tin-  proceedings  of  tin-  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  tin-  taxes, and  pay  the  same  t"  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit   d>  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 

n amended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  i lediately 

after  the  Count]  Mei  tings,  fur  publication. 
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To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  eaeli  neglect. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages  and  diseases  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several 
County  Societies.  . 


RULES    OF    OEDE11. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves,  &c., 
from  the  several  Counties,  anil  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 
'J.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

111.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  anil  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dis'sertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves,  &c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


DISSERTATIONS    HEAD   IN    CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  II.  P,  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1704.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1705.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  Different  Species  of  Colic. 

1796.  Dr.  P.  P,  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1790.  Dr.  S.  II-  1'.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  tin-  mosl  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  Ihi^  State. 

1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject 

179S.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  \Y.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardenl  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Unci,  on  Ergot 

18'20.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Dterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tnlly,  on  the  fellow  Fever  al  Middletown. 
L823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel   11.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  Slate. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on   Diseases  of  the   liar. 

1885.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  II.  Bishop,  Influence  of  .Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  tin    Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson.  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary 

to  a  Physician. 
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1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Pldebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  Respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
Community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 
184(3.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 
18411.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.   Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 

1855.  Dr.  Stephen  G.  Hubbard,  on   Registration,  as   the    basis  of 

Moral  Reform. 


APPENDIX. 


Report  of  the  Annual  Examination  of  thr  Medical   Institution  of 

Villi'      <  'n/lri/r,     (ur    till'     l/inr     1855. 

'I'm:  Board  of  Examiners  convened  od  Wednesday,  January  10,  and  continued 
in  session  two  day.-.     Present,  mi  the  pan  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society: 

William  II.  Cogswell,  M.D.,  ofPlainfield,  President. 

.Josiali  <;    I'.c.kwiili,  M    li.,  m|  l.iirlilield. 

Lewie  Williams,  M   1>  , of  Pomfret. 

John  I).  Ford,  M.  I>.,  of  Norwich. 

William  W.  Welch,  M.  I).,  of  Norfolk. 

Ami,  mm  the  pari  of  STale  College,  Professors  J.  Knight,  T.  P.  Beers,  C. 
Hunker,  II.  Bronson,  W.  Booker,  and  1!.  Silliman,  Jr. 

Ten  candidates  were  examined,  and  recommended  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  viz.. 

1.  Edward  Henry  Bartlett,  Matanzas,  Cuba,  on  "Hernia." 

2.  Henry  l)a\  is.  Oxford,  mii  "Si  a  rial  inn." 

8.  Hobart  Krrse,  New  Haven,  mii  "Blood-letting." 

4.  Walter  Seward  (lunger,  Madison,  on  "Apoplexy." 

5.  Samuel  Curtis  Robinson,  li.  A..  Guilford,  on  "  Pneumonia." 

6.  Henry  Putnam  Stearns,  15.  A.,  Shrewsbury,  (lass.,  on  "Inflammation." 

7.  George  Washington  Strong,  Bolton,  on  "Ophthalmia." 
s.  Edwin  George  Sumner,  Tolland,  on  "Typhoid  Fever." 

9.  William  Henry  Trowbridge,  Stamford,  on  "Saturnine  Poisons." 

Hi.  I.neian  Sumner  Wilcox,  1!.  A.,  Wesl  Granby,  "  The  Valedictory  Address." 
The  Commencement  Exercises,  on  Thursday  evening,  were  attended  by  a 
large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  in  the  Mi  dii  al  <  !oUege. 

The  Valedictory  Address  was  given  by  Dr.  Lucian  Sumner  Wilcox,  of  the 
Graduating  Class;  and  the  Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates,  by  Hanford  N. 
Bennett,  of  Bridgeport,  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examiners;  after  which  the 
Degrees  wire  conferred  by  President  Woolsey. 

Benjamin  11.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Meriden,  and  John  D.  Ford,  M.  1)..  of  Nor- 
wich were  appointed  to  give  the  Annual  Addresses  to  the  candidates  in  1856 
and    1857 
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William  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Norfolk,  was  appointed  to  report  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  hoard  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society. 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday,  July  25th,  the  day  before  the  Commence" 
ment  in  Yale  College. 

CHARLES  HOOKER,  Secretary. 


CIRCULAR  OF  THE  HARTFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL   SOCIETY* 

Hartford,  January  12th,  1854. 
Dear  Sir  : 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  held  in  this  city,  October 
13th,  1853,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  collect  materials  for  a  Sanitary  Report 
of  this  County.  It  is  for  this  object  that  we  now  address  you,  and  request  your 
assistance  in  that  measure.  You  will  readily  see  how  desirable  it  is  that  a  sani- 
tary history  of  each  town  in  the  County  should  be  obtained,  which  can  only  be 
accomplished  by  the  personal  contributions  of  each  Physician.  Do  we  ask  too 
much  of  you  when  we  present  the  following  questions  for  your  serious  attention, 
answering  such  as  you  may  be  able,  and  adding  such  remarks  or  information  as 
will  make  the  history  more  complete  ? 

A  Medical  History  of  your  Town  is  what  we  especially  want :  this  you  can 
furnish  yourself,  or  you  can  do  it  upon  conference  with  your  brethren,  but  do  not 
wait  for  any  one  else  to  communicate  such  information  as  we  ought  to  possess. 

The  questions  are  selected  from  those  recommended  by  the  General  Board  of 
Health  of  Massachusetts,  and  are  thought  to  he  sufficiently  comprehensive,  but 
you  are  desired  to  communicate  any  information  not  reached  by  these. 

As  members  of  a  body  of  learned  men,  claiming  to  be  scientific  in  character  and 
pursuits,  we  owe  something  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  ourselves.  You  can  see, 
my  dear  sir,  that  if  we  enter  into  this  matter  with  spirit,  we  can  bring  together  a 
mass  of  information  that  can  be  obtained  in  no  other  way,  and  which  will  be 
of  immense  importance.  The  concerted  action  of  so  many  minds  will  develop 
many  valuable  facts,  and  will  enable  us  more  faithfully  to  fulfill  our  duty,  not 
only  of  curing  disease,  but  as  much  as  possible  of  preventing  it. 

May  we  then  present  this  subject  of  a  Sanitary  History  of  our  County  to  your 
earnest  attention,  and  request  that  your  communications  be  sent  to  the  Chairman 
of  this  Committee  by  the  middle  of  March  next,  so  that  a  Report  may  he  prepared 
for  our  County  Meeting  in  April. 

GURDON  W.  RUSSELL,  ] 


A.  S.  WARNER, 
G.  A.  MOODY, 
HORACE  C.  GILLETTE, 
OLIVER  B.  GRIGGS, 
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Committee. 


*  Intended  to  be  brought  before  the  Convention,  but  having  been  omitted  by  accident,  it  ia 
now  [1854]  publiehed,  by  request,  for  the  consideration  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 
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INQUIRIES   RELATINO   TO  THE   IIEAI.TH,   SICKNE99   AND   MORTALITY   OF   THE 

INHABITANTS. 

1 .  Whut  is  the  general  character  anil  condition  of  the  town,  whether  healthy  or 
unhealthy  '.  What  is  the  state  of  the  most  unhealthy  parts,  or  where  the  highest 
rate  of  mortality  is  supposed  to  occur'  What  are  the  causes  usually  assigned  for 
such  mortality '- 

2.  Have  cases  of  fever,  dysentery,  or  other  epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious 
disease,  OF  others  of  fatal  character,  been  of  frequent  or  rare  occurrence  !     Have 

they  been  mild  or  malignant,  and  under  what  circumstances  or  causes  hare  thej 

occurred  ' 

8.  What  was  the  aggregate  annual  amount  ol  sickness  suffered  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  and  among  families  and  persons  of  different  classes  and 
occupations ! 

4.  Please  to  give  from  the  most  authentic  sources  within  your  power,  the 
sanitary  history  and  condition  of  the  town  in  past  years,  specifying  the  healthy 

and  sickly  years,  and  the  numher  of  deaths,  and  can  M  of  -in  h  sickness  and 
deaths  that  happened  in  each. 

5.  State  the  atmospheric  causes  "I  disease.  In  what  kind  ofweather  and  season, 
hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry,  changeable  or  steady,  or  otherwise,  did  the  diseases  of 
different  kinds  occur'  Whether  on  u  hill,  plain,  or  a  \alle\  I  I  or  pro- 
tected from  north,  south,  east  and  west  winds'  or  in  places  subject  to  fogs  or 
earlv  frosts  '  and  whether  in  a  general  epidemic  or  healthy  season  !  Were  there 
any  peculiar  circumstances  observed  in  the  appearance  of  insects,  fish,  or  other 
animal  life'  or  in  vegetable  productions  1  or  in  the  electric- ..r  atmospheric 
phenomena  i    What  other  atmospheric  cause  occurred  ! 

6.  State  the  local  cms.  of  disease.  Was  it  near  to  or  distant  from  running 
water  !  or  in  the  vicinity  of  marsh,  bogs,  low  lands,  drained  or  undrained,  some- 
limes  overflowed,  sometimes  dry  j  near  stagnant  water,  natural  or  artificial  mill 

or  other  ponds,  constantly  Or  occasionally  lull  '  or  near  other  sources  of  malaria  ' 

Was  it  near  anv  vegetable  or  animal  matter  in  a  state  ol  decomposition;  oi 
tilth,  impurities,  or  noxious  exhalations,  or  unwholesome  endemic  influence,  or 
contagious  disease  of  any  kind  !     Was  the  house  ,n  houses,  in  which  different 
diseases  occurred,  unduly  crowded  or  otherwise-  properly  lighted,  warmed,  and 

ventilated  '  supplied  with  pure  water'  Were  the  springs  and  wells  high  or  low  ' 
State  any  other  local  cause. 

7.  State  the  personal  muses  of  disease.  Whether  the  persons  or  families  were 
natives  of  the  town,  or  of  other  parts  of  the  United  State-,  or  foreigners,  or 
children  of  foreigners.  If  not  natives,  how  long  resident  in  the  town,  or  in  their 
particular  place  of  abode.  What  was  the  profession  or  occupation  of  the  head  of 
the  family  in  which  sickness  or  death  occurred,  or  of  the  person,  if  over  fifteen 
years  of  age?     What  was  his  hereditary  or  acquired  constitution'     WhsJ 

the  means  ol  sutisisicncc  of  the  family,  whether  ample,  moderate,  or  poor?  Did 
they  own  or  rent  the  house  in  which  they  lived  '  Were  they  industrious  in  their 
habits,  cleanly  in  their  persons  and  habitations,  temperate  and  prudent  in  their 
diet  and  mode  of  living,  or  otherwise  '     Had  their  previous  general  health  been 
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good  ?  or  had  they  been  exposed  to  personal  contagion  1     Was  the  cause  acci- 
dental or  otherwise  \     State  any  other  personal  cause. 

8.  In  your  opinion,  what  proportion  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the  town 
might  be  prevented  if  the  causes  of  disease  were  known,  and  the  laws  of  health 
were  understood  and  obeyed  ? 

Conclusions  and  Recommendations  suggested  by  the  Facts  elicited. 

9.  What  inferences  do  you  draw,  what  deductions  do  you  make,  or  what  con- 
clusions do  you  derive,  from  the  facts  elicited  ?  What  suggestions  would  you 
make,  or  what  measures  would  you  propose  or  recommend,  either  municipal, 
social,  or  personal,  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  or  its  inhab- 
tants  '.  Please  to  specify  measures  and  remedies  ;  and  suggest  a  mode  by  which 
they  may  be  practically  applied,  and  successfully  carried  into  execution. 


RESOLUTIONS  PASSED  BY  HARTEORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SO- 
CIETY, RELATING  TO  DRUGGISTS  AND  APOTHECARIES. 

Whereas,  It  has  long  been  known,  and  witnessed  with  much  regret,  by  the 
physicians  of  this  county,  that  the  business  of  the  Druggist  and  Apothecary  has 
been,  and  is  now  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  never  been  prepared,  by 
a  suitable  scientific  training,  for  their  work ;  and  that  most,  if  not  all  of  them  are 
actively  engaged,  as  agents  or  otherwise,  in  the  sale  of  the  various  forms  of  Patent 
or  Quack  Medicines  in  vogue,  apparently  without  a  thought  of  the  gross  impro- 
priety of  it,  and  of  the  grievous  wrong  almost  of  necessity  done  to  the  ignorant 
purchaser  of  these  secret  and  often  dangerous  compounds  ; — and 

Whereas,  Systematic,  and  well  considered  efforts  are  now  making  by  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  to  remove  the  evils  necessarily  growing 
out  of  the  existing  state  of  their  calling  ;  therefore, 

Unsolved,  That  this  Society  are  of  the  opinion,  that  sufficient  preliminary  edu- 
cation is  not  required  on  the  part  of  those  who  propose  to  become  Druggists  and 
Apothecaries  ;  that  the  business  is  pursued  quite  too  mnch  as  a  mere  trade,  and  in 
the  spirit  of  gain,  to  subserve,  as  it  should  do,  the  great  interests  with  which  it  is 
associated;  and  that  we  will  use  our  influence,  in  all  suitable  methods,  steadily 
and  perseveringly,  to  encourage  only  those  who  arc  found  to  be  properly  qualified 
for  the  discharge  of  their  appropriate  duties,  and  pursue  their  calling  upon  princi. 
pies,  which  both  honesty  and  the  interests  of  humanity  alike  require. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  heard  with  much  satisfaction  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  "American  Pharmaceutical  Association,"  approves  of  its  principles,  and 
will  cordially  co-operate  with  it  in  its  laudable  endeavors  "  to  advance  a  Pharma- 
ceutical knowledge,  and  elevate  the  professional  character  of  Apothecaries  and 
Druggists  in  the  United  States.'' 
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Resolved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  the  Druggists  and  Apoth- 
ecanes  throughout  our  State,  to  form  among  themselves  Pharmaceutical  Societies, 
such  as  will  enable  them  to  co-operate  more  efficiently  in  the  accomplishment  of 
the  objects  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Resolved,  That  our  Fellow-  be  instructed  to  present  the  foregoing  resolution-  to 
the  State  Medical  Society,  for  it-  approval  and  adoption;  and  request  that  such 
means  be  taken  to  bring  the  action  of  the  So,  i.ty  to  the  notice,  hoth  of  the  Na- 
tional Association,  and  of  the   Druggists  and  Apothecaries  of  our  State,  as  may 

be  deemed  expedient, 

Atte-t, 


W.  R.  BKOWNELL, 
'  lerk  of  Hartford  County  Medical  Society. 


IlAnrroRD,  April  15,   1855. 


Sanitary  Sports  from  ptrtfori)  Cmnttj. 


REPORT  FROM  HARTFORD  ON  THE  TOPOGRAPHY 
AND  HYGIENE. 

BY    GUUDON    W.    RUSSELL,    M.    D. 

Last  year,  and  the  year  previous,  a  committee,  composed  of  five 
individuals  residing  in  different  portions  of  the  county,  were  appointed 
to  procure  materials  for  a  sanitary  report.  They  issued  a  circular, 
containing  certain  ([uestions  asking  for  information.  This,  circular 
was  published  with  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Medical  Convention 
in  1854,  and  has  therefore  been  presented  to  every  member  of  the 
society  throughout  the  State.  Although  many  in  this  county  have 
not  responded  to  the  call  upon  them,  yet  a  few  returns  have  been 
sent  in,  and  thus  a  commencement  has  begun.  This  whole  matter 
of  Public  Hygiene,  and  the  importance  of  digesting  the  mortuary 
record  of  each  town,  is  recommended  to  the  considerate  attention  of 
the  county  societies.  If  those  bodies  will  appoint  a  committee  who 
will  act  energetically,  a  collection  of  facts  and  observations  will  be 
elicited,  which  in  a  short  time  will  be  of  immense  benefit. 

And  why  should  not  these  returns,  or  an  abstract  of  them,  be  pub- 
lished each  year  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Convention?  To  no 
better  purpose  can  the  funds  of  the  Society  be  devoted.  An  improve- 
ment in  the  character  of  the  Proceedings  has  been  manifested  within 
a  few  years  ;  but  much  might  still  be  added  to  them.  Not  long 
since  a  few  pages  comprised  the  whole  matter,  and  this  was  little 
else  than  a  dry  routine  of  the  appointment  of  officers  and  commit- 
tees. The  day  is  past  for  all  this,  and  if  we  expect  to  bring  into 
our  numbers  the  active,  energetic  minds  of  the  day,  or  to  hold  those 
even  who  now  are  amongst  us,  we  must  present  something  more  than 
a  dull  matter  of   legislation.     One  great  reason  why  we  have  so 
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many  who  are  bound  to  the  Society  by  a  slender  thread,  is  this, 
that  they  think  they  receive  little  benefit  from  it  in  return  for  the 
sum  with  which  they  are  annually  taxed.  Let  such  be  presented 
with  a  volume  of  Transactions  every  year,  composed  of  Addresses, 
Essays  read  before  County  Meetings,  and  matters  relating  to  Hygi- 
ene, and  you  will  give  them  something  which  they  can  appreciate, 
something  which  is  tangible,  something  of  value  in  return  for  their 
tax. 

And  after  all  too,  it  is  of  no  credit  to  us,  that  as  a  Society,  we 
have  been  in  existence  since  1792,  and  have  not  yet  issued  a  volume 
of  Transactions.  Others,  of  many  less  years'  existence  than  our  own, 
have  done  far  better  than  this,  and  as  professional  men  we  should 
do  something  to  show  that  we  are  interested  in  all  matters  of  science. 

With  these  remarks  to  the  brethren  throughout  the  State,  I  pro- 
ceed to  speak  of  matters  relating  to  my  own  town. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  requested  to  prepare  the  tables  of  mortality  for 
eight  years  past.  This  he  has  done,  principally  from  the  records 
of  the  Hartford  Medical  Society,  which  are,  however,  necessari  ly 
imperfect,  as  the  information  has  been  derived  from  no  returns, 
except  for  the  two  last  years,  but  only  from  the  knowledge  which  the 
members  of  our  body  might  have,  or  sometimes  upon  indefinite 
report.  The  limits  also,  with  the  above  exception,  have  not  been 
exactly,  defined ;  they  have  not  embraced  the  whole  town,  but  have 
probably  included  a  population  of  about  seventeen  thousand  souls. 
To  those  tables  he  has  appended  certain  remarks,  explanatory  of 
their  character,  and  there  is  also  added  a  map  showing  the  state  of 
the  temperature  for  the  term  of  twenty  months,  prepared  by  Prof. 
Brocklesby,  of  Trinity  College. 

I  have  confined  myself  principally  to  the  topography  of  the  town, 
and  to  remarks  upon  matters  relating  to  the  Public  Health. 

HARTFORD. 

The  general  Hygienic  character  and  condition  of  the  town  is  one 
of  healthiness.  There  are  no  large  marshes,  or  standing  pools  or 
bodies  of  water  near  by,  to  cause  pernicious  exhalations,  and  the 
ground  is  generally  considerably  elevated  above  the  river.  Main 
street  is  perhaps  fifty  feet  above  low  water  mark.  A  ridge  or 
plain  just  about  this  level  runs  north  to  Windsor,  and  the  eleva- 
tion is  not  much  less  toward  the  south  to  Wethersfield.  As  you 
proceed  west  the  ground  rises,  to  the  height  of  about  118  feet  on 
Lord's  Hill,  and  extends  with  a  gradual  elevation,  alternated  with 
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hill  and  dale  to  Talcott  mountain.  Tlie  soil  is  exceedingly  varied, 
and  occasionally  there  will  be  met  a  heavy  stiff  clay,  and  yellow 
sand,  within  the  distance  of  a  few  rods.  Generally  speaking,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  city  it  might  be  termed  a  clayey  loam. 
At  the  south  the  clay  predominates ;  to  the  north,  there  is  more 
sand  ;  to  the  west  and  north-west  a  mixture  of  clay  and  gravel. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  say  anything  more  now  concerning  the 
boilies  of  water  in  the  town,  than  to  mention  that  the  Connecticut 
river  forms  its  eastern  boundary,  and  that  Mill  river  runs  through  its 
western  and  middle  portion.  I  do  not  know  that  the  latter  can  be 
said  to  have  any  special  influence  in  ili«'  production  of  diseases. 
Taking  its  rise  in  Talcott  mountain,  it  forms  :i  stream  of  small  >izt\ 
soon  raised  by  sudden  and  heavy  rains,  anil  from  its  shortness  soon 
subsiding.  Upon  it  and  its  branches  I  here  are  numerous  nulls  of 
different  characters.  The  accompanying  dams  of  course  cause  the 
water  lo  set  back  for  some  distance,  but  in  most  instances  this  is  but 
small,  and  generally  is  constantly  overflowed.  It  mijjlit  be  mentioned 
however,  that  in  (he  summer  months,  this  stream  i«  so  poorly  sup- 
plied that  the  mills  can  be  operated  but  a  part  of  tin-  lime,  and  a-  a 
Consequence,  even  within  the  city,  there  are  portions  which  are  daily 
Hooded  and  daily  exposed  to  the  influences  of  the  sun.  The  exha- 
lations are  perceptible  to  the  senses,  but  without  being  able  to  give 
any  precise  data  upon  the  subject,  I  can  nol  recall  to  mind  any  per- 
ceptible injurious  influence  originating  from  them.  The  increasing 
number  of  sewers  and  drains  emptying  into  it.  however,  with  privies 
immediately  over  its  banks,  would  seem  to  demand  that  a  quick 
outlet  should  be  insisted  upon  for  their  discharge  into  Connecticut 

river. 

The  water  of  the  town  is  usually  what  i-  called  "hard,"  that  is.  it 
is  heavily  charged  with  different  saline  substances,  of  which  those  of 
lime  may  be  said  to  predominate.  A  careful  analysis  was  made  of 
the  waters  of  several  wells,  gome  years  since  by  Buckland  W.  Bull, 
which  showed  a  great  difference  in  the  -olid  constituents,  but  per- 
haps did  not  show  a  larger  amount  of  organic  matter  than  would  be 
found  in  most  cities.  The  well  water  is  generally  distasteful  to  those 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  soft  water,  and  in  some  instances  has  been 
known  to  produce  nausea  and  vomiting,  and  in  others  purging; 
though  only  in  a  few  very  rare  cases  have  these  continued  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  The  taste  i-  very  lnneb  a  matter  of  culture; 
the  natives  generally  preferring  their  hard  water  if  it  can  be'obtained 
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free  from  organic  matter,  whilst  strangers  who  have  drank  "  soft " 
water,  at  first  dislike  it,  but  are  soon  accustomed  to  its  use. 

Now  water  so  heavily  charged  as  this  is  known  to  be,  might  be 
supposed  to  be  active  in  producing  calculous  affections,  but  these  dis- 
eases are  very  rare  here  or  in  this  vicinity.  What  is  termed  "  gravel," 
however,  is  not  decidedly  uncommon ;  but  does  not  generally  induce 
much  suffering  or  permanent  disease. 

The  natural  advantages  of  the  town  for  drainage  are  excellent ; 
the  rivers  afford  convenient  places  for  the  discharge  of  water  and 
impurities,  and  as  but  a  small  portion  of  the  town  is  an  unbroken 
level,  being  divided  by  hills  and  frequent  descents,  brooks  and  gullies, 
a  Tapid  discharge  of  rain,  sewers  and  drains  is  easily  afforded.  With 
such  advantages  there  should  be  no  excuse  for  standing  water,  or 
impurities  of  any  kind ;  in  almost  every  place  the  descent  is  near, 
and  convenient,  and  if  there  is  the  will,  all  nuisances  can  be  easily 
conveyed  to  a  distance.  In  the  city,  within  a  few  years,  much 
attention  has  been  paid  to  sewerage,  and  probably  three  and  one-half 
miles  have  been  constructed.  These  discharge  into  the  waters  near 
the  city,  and  have  already  been  of  great  utility.  From  the  close 
and  clayey  nature  of  our  soil,  drainage  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
our  buildings  ;  most  cellars  that  are  not  drained  are  damp,  and  some 
are  periodically  flooded.  Hence  this  matter  has  lately  been  consid- 
ered an  important  one,  and  in  digging  a  cellar  a  drain  is  first  to  be 
provided.  The  old  houses  both  in  the  city  and  town  are  not  so  well 
cared  for,  and  it  is  feared  that  out  of  the  city  the  matter  is  not  now 
regarded  as  being  one  of  much  importance.  But  it  is  not  as  afford- 
ing drains  for  buildings  alone  that  sewers  are  beneficial ;  they  are 
and  should  be  outlets  for  the  dirty  water  from  the  washroom  and 
kitchen,  barns  and  pig-sties  ;  if  these  are  not  carried  under  ground 
and  discharged  at  a  distance,  why  they  must  remain  in  our  streets, 
to  evaporate,  or  be  diluted  by  rains  to  run  their  whole  length,  or 
what  is  equally  objectionable,  to  run  into  gardens,  when  the  soil 
becomes  soaked,  and  in  the  course  of  years  charged  with  noisome 
matter.  There  is  but  one  thing  to  be  done,  and  that  is  imperatively 
demanded,  both  as  affording  great  convenience  and  safety  as 
regards  health :  this  is  a  system  of  sewerage,  extending  over  the 
whole  city,  and  built  as  such  works  which  are  intended  for  years 
should  be  built,  deep  enough,  large  enough,  and  permanent  in  char- 
acter, for  present  and  future  wants. 

As  all  know,  the  Connecticut  river  is  subject  to  periodical  freshets, 
occurring  in  the  spring,  when  the  water  rises  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
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five  feet  above  low-water  mark.  The  meadows  and  low  lands,  north 
and  south,  are  then  overflowed,  and  sometimes  remain  so  for  three 
weeks.  At  this  season,  there  is  usually  a  prevalence  of  northerly  and 
easterly  winds,  and  with  the  dampness  arising  from  so  large  a  body 
of  water,  extended  over  so  large  a  portion  of  the  valley,  there  is  a 
preponderance  of  catarrhal  affections.  When  the  freshet  has  con- 
tinued late  into  May,  with  hot  weather  following  its  subsidence,  it 
has  appeared  to  me  and  to  some  of  my  professional  brethren,  that  an 
influence  has  existed  producing  affections  of  the  mucous  membranes 
of  the  bowels,  near  the  river. 

In  May,  1854,  we  had  the  highest  freshet  within  the  memory  of 
any  one  now  living,  and  although  houses  were  rendered  almost  un- 
tenantable for  a  time,  and  exceedingly  dam])  and  cold  for  many 
weeks,  yet  beyond  such  influenzas,  and  attacks  of  rheumatism,  as 
might  be  expected,  I  do  not  know  that  it  caused  serious  disease.  In 
some  respects  it  was  a  positive  benefit,  for  it  effectually  removed  all 
filth  within  its  reach,  and,  for  once  in  a  year,  certain  portions  of  our 
city  were  rendered  tolerably  cleanly.  Years  ago,  it  was  the  opinion 
of  physicians  residing  here,  that  these  freshets  were  not  injurious  to 
health,  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  beneficial,  by  washing  away 
impurities. 

There  are  parts  of  the  town  certainly  more  unhealthy  than  others. 
Mill  street  and  its  immediate  vicinitv,  is  one;  Commerce  street  and 
Front  street,  with  the  lands  immediately  east,  are  others.  That 
there  is  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  sickness  in  these  localities, 
has  become  well  established  in  the  opinion  of  physicians,  and 
that  there  is  more  than  the  common  proportion  of  deaths  here,  our 
records  show.  The  land  east  of  Main  street,  descends  to  the  river, 
pretty  rapidly  until  Front  street  is  reached,  when  the  descent  is  very 
gradual.  Between  Front  street  and  the  river  there  is,  in  many 
places,  a  bason,  or  hollow,  caused  by  raising  Commerce  street,  so 
that  water  has  stood  here  longer  than  elsewhere,  when  overflowed. 
By  the  filling  up  of  Charles  street  and  a  sewer,  this  has  been 
partially  remedied,  and  when  this  bason  has  been  raised  to  a 
level  with  Front  street,  the  whole  vicinity  will  be  rendered  more 
healthy.  It  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charles  street  that  ;i  large 
proportion  of  the  cases  of  Cholera  occurred  in  1849,  and  typhus  and 
other  diseases  of  the  zimotic  class  have  been  observed  to  be  more 
prevalent  here. 

During  the  months  of  August  and  September  last,  the  Asiatic 
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Cholera  prevailed  to  an  extent  by  no  means  great,  but  beyond  our 
expectations.  Although  cases  occurred  all  over  the  city,  still  the 
principal  localities  were,  Albany  street  as  far  west  as  Chestnut  street* 
the  region  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Great  Bridge  in  Commerce  street; 
Morgan  and  Commerce  street,  Mill  street,  a  narrow  locality  near  Im- 
lay's  mills,  and  Market  street,  near  the  City  Hall  Market.  It  is  not 
a  little  remarkable,  that  these  localities  were  occupied  by  a  portion  of 
our  foreign  population,  mostly  Irish,  and  that  among  all  of  the  deaths 
which  occurred,  amounting  perhaps  to  eighty  or  ninety,  or,  as  some 
think,  even  more,  but  two  or  three  only  were  natives  of  this  country. 
In  Albany  street,  four  died  in  one  family ;  and  as  many,  also,  were 
attacked  in  one  house  near  Imlay's  mills  ;  in  Market  street,  seven  or 
eight  died  in  one  house ;  and  in  one  block,  near  the  bridge,  there 
were  twelve  or  fifteen  cases. 

Now  the  reasons  why  these  localities  were  so  strongly  marked 
above  others  in  the  city,  and  why  this  population  were  oftener  seized 
than  others,  ought  to  be  obvious,  and  it  is  so.  The  reasons  are 
evident. 

First,  The  tenements  which  they  occupy,  are  usually  old  build- 
ings, poorly  constructed,  badly  supplied  with  water,  and  other  neces- 
saries, with  small  rooms,  crowded  with  inmates  far  beyond  any 
reasonable  capacity. 

Secondly,  The  social  habits  of  the  people  which  lead  them  to 
congregate  together,  with  no  very  extensive  notions  of  personal 
cleanliness,  and  very  little  idea  of  the  necessity  of  cleanliness  in  or 
about  the  house. 

Thirdly,  The  very  imperfect  drainage  about  their  dwellings,  and 
small  provision  made  by  landlords  for  the  comfort  of  their  tenants, 
which  comforts,  however,  the  tenants  themselves  very  likely  would 
not  use,  so  fixed  are  their  habits  and  modes  of  living. 

Any  one  who  passes  by  these  places,  and  examines  their  appear- 
ances, will  be  enabled  readily  to  account  for  so  much  disease.  When 
filth  of  all  kinds  is  allowed  to  be  thrown  in  the  gutter,  or  street,  or 
into  back  yards,  to  be.  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  sun  and  rains, 
and  when  there  are  fifty  people  in  one  house,  when  there  should  only 
be  ten,  it  is  easy  to.  see  that  disease  must  pretty  surely  follow.  When 
we  add  to  this  an  almost  total  disregard  of  caution  in  diet,  we  have 
reasons  enough  to  predict  where  zimotic  diseases  will  mostly  prevail, 
and  when  they  do  prevail,  will  pretty  surely  prove  to  be  fatal.  The 
very  fact  that  almost  every  case  of  Cholera  in  this  city,  the  last  year, 
occurred  in  these  crowded  and  filthy  localities,  among  a  certain  class 
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of  our  population,  shows  that  the  predisposing  and  active  causes  were 
those  above  mentioned,  such  as  should  not  be  allowed,  and  should  be 
removed  by  proper  hygienic  regulations. 

As  early  as  in  April  last,  I  noticed  the  very  filthy  condition  of  a 
part  of  Albany  street.  After  a  rain,  the  water  was  standing  in 
black,  filthy  puddles  ;  in  some  places,  privies  and  pig-sties  were  dis- 
charging their  contents  into  open  gutters,  which  slowly  drained  their 
contents,  or  did  not  drain  them  at  all.  The  wash  and  garbage  from 
the  houses,  were  thrown  into  the  street,  or  in  yards  near  the  houses, 
and  as  warm  weather  approached,  the  whole  mass  was  slowly  evap- 
orated under  a  summer's  sun.  The  atmosphere  about  these  dwellings 
and  their,  immediate,  vicinity,  was  sickening  ;  a  disagreeable  odor  was 
very  noticeable  ;  and  the  noisome  exhalations  fitted  all  who  breathed 
them,  for  disease,  when  it  should  appear.  This  is  only  B  fair  exam- 
ple of  other  places  in  the  city,  where  as  prominent  causes  of  disease 
existed,  and  where,  as  fatal  results  surely  followed. 

The  active  agents  then  being  so  plain,  the  remedies  are  equally  so. 
We  must  insist,  a*  medical  men,  the  guardian!  of  the  public  health, 
that  buildings  should  not  be  over-crowded, thai  they  ihould  be  properly 
ventilated,  and  provided  with  necessary  comforts,  and  that  neatness 
should  be  preserved  around  them  and  in  the  streets.  A  proper 
sewerage,  and  abundance  of  water,  will  afford  no  reasons  for  a  neg- 
lect of  these  duties;  the  time  has  come  when  we  must  insist  that 
these  spots  upon  our  city  shall  be  removed  ;  with  natural  advantages 
for  drainage  beyond  those  of  most  places,  there  can  be  no  excuse  for 
the  evaporation  of  filth  in  the  open  air,  and  with  an  abundance  of 
water  soon  to  be  introduced,  cleanliness  should  become,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues. 

Some  may  imagine,  because  I  have  dwelt  thus  much  upon 
these  points,  that  this  city  is  particularly  remarkable  for  its  filthy 
localities.  It  is  not  so;  they  are  to  be  found  here,  however,  just 
as  they  are  to  be  found  everywhere,  where  a  population  with  few 
ideas  of  neatness,  are  crowded  together.  Generally  our  city  is  re- 
markably healthy,  and  may  be  regarded  as  exempt  from  any  pre- 
vailing special  diseases.  In  this  respect  it  will  compare  favorably 
with  others,  and  proper  hygienic  regulations  are  only  needed  to  render 
it  second  to  none  in  New  England. 

Other  than  the  above,  it  is  not  known  that  there  are  any  great 
nuisances,  or  special  causes  of  disease.  The  slaughter-houses  are 
beyond  the  city  limits,  and  are  not  known  to  have  produced  sick- 
ness.     The  process  of  tanning  is  but  little  carried  on.     Many  years 
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since  it  was  of  considerable  extent,  and  I  well  recollect  the  noisome 
smells  that  pervaded  a  part  of  Elm  street,  but  I  never  heard  that  these 
were  deleterious.  The  business  of  manufacturing  is  increasing  in 
the  town,  and  is  now  carried  on  to  a  large  extent ;  this  changes  the 
character  of  the  people,  of  course,  but  it  is  not  my  opinion,  nor  have 
I  heard,  that  any  occupation  was  thought  to  be  specially  unhealthy. 

Our  streets  and  roads  are  of  fair  width,  but  it  would  be  better  if 
they  were  wider ;  the  regulation  which  places  the  width  of  every 
new  street  at  not  less  than  forty  feet,  should  be  changed  to  sixty  at 
the  least;  eighty  would  be  better.  These  are  matters  for  future 
years,  as  well  as  the  present.  It  is  a  poor  economy  which  offers  for 
sale  fine  building  lots  situated  upon  a  narrow  street,  the  lets  them- 
selves will  bring  an  increased  price  if  upon  a  fine,  broad,  open 
avenue,  so  that  no  money  is  lost  by  this  operation  ;  and  further, 
land  is  not  so  valuable,  or  should  not  be,  as  to  render  the  city  more 
compact  than  it  already  is.  But  beyond  this,  and  above  this  matter 
of  dollars  and  cents,  is  its  propriety  as  affecting  the  public  health ; 
this  should  be  paramount  to  all  pecuniary  considerations,  and  direct 
reference  should  be  had  to  it  in  all  matters  of  city  legislation.  When 
the  air  flows  freely  through  a  town,  diluting  and  carrying  away 
noxious  matters,  then  there  will  be  not  only  more  of  comfort  to  the  in- 
habitants, but  less  of  sickness  also,  and  whatever  adds  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  a  people,  and  correspondingly  diminishes  sickness  and  mor- 
tality, adds  to  their  pecuniary  prosperity.  So  well  is  this  understood, 
and  so  thoroughly  has  it  been  elucidated  by  political  economists,  that 
other  things  being  equal,  those  countries  are  considered  as  being 
most  prosperous  that  are  the  most  healthy.  This  subject  of  broad 
streets  is  so  well  understood,  both  as  conducing  to  the  health  and 
beauty  of  a  city,  that  we  find  them  so  laid  out  in  places  just  spring- 
ing into  existence,  and  in  those  towns  where  rapid  growth  has  de- 
manded an  enlargement.  Soon  they  will  be  lined  with  buildings,  and 
then,  more  than  now,  the  importance  of  broad  avenues  will  be  appre- 
ciated, as  affording  free  circulation  of  air,  and  letting  in  the  light  of 
the  sun.  This  light  of  the  sun  exercises  an  important  influence  upon 
our  feelings  and  health  ;  it  is  feared  that  it  is  not  fully  appreciated  in 
the  location  of  our  dwellings.  Of  course,  in  a  city,  every  one  can 
not  choose  his  position,  but  whenever  this  can  be  done,  such  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  made  as  will  give  the  common  living  rooms  the 
full  benefit  of  its  light  and  heat.  There  is  plenty  of  evidence,  if  any 
were  wanting,  to  show  that  there  is  less  of  sickness  where  the  sun 


39 

shines  fully,  as  well  as  that  the  sick  recover  sooner  when  within  reach 
of  its  influence. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  city  is  soon  to  he  supplied 
with  an  abundance  of  pure  water,  from  the  Connecticut.  This  was 
rendered  necessary,  not  only  by  the  bad  condition  of  many  wells,  the 
water  being  unpleasant,  but  also  by  the  -alts  with  which  it  was 
charged,  rendering  it  unlit  for  the  common  purposes  of  washing.  The 
cisterns  for  holding  rain  water,  and  with  which  most  houses  are  sup- 
plied, partly  remedied  the  difficulty,  but  as  these  were  often  dry, 
trouble  and  inconvenience  wire  severely  felt.  The  great  blessings 
attending  a  bountiful  supply  of  pure  water  to  the  whole  city,  will  be 
better  appreciated  when  our  citizens  become  more  acquainted  with 
this  luxury  upon  ils  introduction. 

While  cases  of  fever,  dysentery,  or  other  epidemic,  endemic,  or 
contagious  diseases  have  not  been  unfrequent,  it  can  nol  be  said  that 
at  any  time  within  many  years  there  bas  been  an  epidemic  of  extensive 
character.  In  the  winter  of  Is  Is,  '49,  Erysipelas  prevailed  to  some 
extent,  and  though  of  a  low  type,  was  not  very  lata!.  In  the  sum- 
mer and  autumn  of  1849,  dysentery  and  diarrhea  were  quite  common, 
and   there   were  many  deaths.      It    was   remarked  at   the   time,  that 

there  were  a  larger  proporti if  cases  occurring  on  the  Windsor 

road,  than  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  In  the  next  year.  Lord's  Hill 
was  thought  to  be  more  affected  than  elsewhere.  The  disease  here 
was  also  of  a  low  type,  as  has  been  the  case  whenever  any  epidemic 
has  extensively  prevailed.  Prom  1MH>  to  1843,  Scarlatina  was 
prevalent.  Measles  were  very  common  about  four  years  since,  but 
were  not  very  fatal.  Small  Pox  ha-  prevailed  at  several  different 
periods  within  a  few  years.  Typhus,  or  the  Ship  Fever  has  occurred 
in  many  instances,  almost  universally  among  recent  immigrants,  and 
in  more  than  one  instance,  is  known  to  have  attacked  the  same  indi- 
vidual more  than  once  within  a  few  months. 

Without  possessing  an)'  positive  data  upon  the  subject,  it  has  been 
thought  that  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  have  been  on  the  in- 
crease for  the  last  twenty  years.  We  all  know  how  uncertain  are 
mere  opinions,  formed  from  impressions  made  from  time  to  time  ;  but 
the  opinions  of  many  minds,  upon  the  same  subject,  after  many 
years'  observation,  are  very  apt  to  be  correct.  The  causes  operating 
to  produce  some  of  them  are  obvious  enough  ;  a  greater  luxuri- 
ousness  in  the  modes  of  living;  probably  less  exercise  among  the 
females;  an  increased  activity  of  the  mind  from  political  and  other 
excitements  ;  a  constant  stream  of  literature  of  all  kinds,  with  which 
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the  town  is  flooded ;  highly  heated  and  poorly  ventilated  apartments, 
inducing  languor  and  debility, — these  are  enough  to  account  for  an 
increase  in  this  class  of  diseases. 

As  to  the  causes  of  any  epidemics  we  may  have  had,  I  don't  know 
that  anything  further  can  be  said.  They  can  not  be  traced  to  any 
local  cause  operating  exclusively  in  this  vicinity,  further  than  has 
been  above  stated.  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  they  have  generally  been 
fatal  in  their  character.  As  has  been  remarked,  when  extensive, 
they  have  usually  partaken  of  the  typhoid  type. 

As  to  conclusions  and  recommendations,  they  can  be  shortly  stated. 
Those  places  in  the  town  that  are  the  lowest,  and  most  thickly 
crowded,  have  been  found  to  be  the  most  unhealthy ;  in  these  the 
ground  should  be  raised  to  carry  off  rapidly  all  surplus  water,  and 
the  drains  from  the  house ;  the  drains  in  no  case  should  be  allowed 
to  terminate  in  gardens  or  alleys,  or  to  empty  themselves  into  the 
street.  Privies  should  be  frequently  emptied,  and  never  be  allowed 
to  run  over.  Pig-sties  should  be  removed  beyond  the  city  limits,  for 
whatever  assistance  or  accommodation  the  keeping  of  pigs  may  be  to 
some  here,  the  benefit  is  in  no  way  counterbalanced  by  the  injury  to 
the  many  that  is  likely  to  ensue.  Let  every  well  directed  effort  be 
made  to  preserve  neatness  about  them,  and  still  they  will  become 
nuisances.  If  the  owners  are  obliged  to  keep  them  clean  one  week, 
they  will  neglect  them  the  next,  unless  the  health  officer  constantly 
watches  them.  Drains  from  barns,  manufactories,  dwellings,  and 
all  places  liable  to  produce  noisome  smells,  should  be  conducted  into 
the  public  sewers,  and  thus  be  carried  beyond  any  point  of  danger. 

Certain  restrictions  should  be  made  as  to  the  occupancy  of  one 
dwelling  by  many  families.  All  garbage  should  be  removed  daily, 
and  for  this  purpose  the  city  should  provide  proper  means.  No 
standing  water  should  be  permitted  in  alleys,  streets,  or  gutters. 
For  the  object  of  free  ventilation,  all  streets  should  be  wide  and 
straight,  and  beyond  the  business  parts  of  the  city,  the  building-line 
should  be  some  feet  back  of  the  street-line.  These,  and  other  sug- 
gestions of  like  character,  if  carried  out,  would  improve  the  sanitary 
condition  of  our  town,  and  render  it  still  more  healthy  than  at  present. 

With  regard  to  the  diseases  which  have  occurred  during  the  past 
year,  Dr.  Wilson  has  spoken  so  fully  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  make  any  further  remarks,  and  I  will  close  by  urging  upon  the 
brethren  the  importance  of  paying  more  attention  to  matters  of 
Hygiene.  To  a  certain  extent  we  are  conservators  of  the  public 
health,  and  to  us  the  public  look  for  information.     Let  us  be  prepared 
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at  all  times  to  point  out  that  which  may  be  necessary,  and  to  speak 
out  boldly  when  the  opportunity  offers.  Our  duty  is  to  prevent  as 
well  as  to  cure,  and  is  but  half  fulfilled  if  we  neglect  the  former. 

I  can  not  but  regret  that  so  few  returns  have  been  received  from 
the  different  towns  in  the  county.  The  labor  occupied  in  making 
them  can  not  be  onerous  ;  if  but  little  can  be  said,  let  that  little  lie  -aid. 
and  let  every  one  aid  in  furnishing  that  information,  which  in  the 
aggregate  will  give  a  true  account  of  tin.'  health  of  the  county. 
Your  committee  regret  that  so  little  has  been  done,  but  with  thanks 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  presented  their  paper*,  would  hope  for 
better  things  another  year.  Our  profession  i>  DOl  behind  hand  in 
any  good  work,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  i.s  onlv  necessary  lor  a  begin 
ning  to  be  made,  to  accomplish  much  that  is  really  useful. 

IlARTFoitn,  Apkil,  1855. 


Additional  reports  id'  much  interest  were  furnished  by  Dl   Griswold,  of  Rocky 
Hill,  Dr.  Gnu,  of  Hloomtiuld,  Dr.  Case,  of  (jninlci ,  and  Dr.  Warner,  of  Wi  ill 

erstield. 
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MORTUARY  RECORD  OF  HARTFORD,  FOR  EIGHT 
YEARS,  ENDING  DEC.  31st,  1854. 
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I  append  a  few  remarks,  in  order  to  call  attention  to  some  of  the 
more  important  fads  in  the  foregoing  tables. 

The  number  of  each  sex,  that  have  died  in  Hartford  and  it~  imme- 
diate vicinity,  within  the  past  eight  years,  i-  nearly  equal.  Leaving 
those  whose  ses  was  unascertained,  out  of  the  question,  there  were 
but  twelve  more  males  than  females  recorded  among  the  deaths. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  nearly  one-third — 815  out  of 
2,514 — were  under  five  years  of  age.  This  is  a  very  large  propor- 
tion, and  it  is  doubtless  due  to  the  circumstance,  that  we  have  a 
number  of  foreigners  living  in  the  city.  Among  the  foreign 
population,  hirths  are  mere  numerous  than  they  are  among  natives, 
and  the  poverty  and  ignorance  of  the  former  render  them  Lees  eareful 
6f  their  offspring. 

Between  the  ages  of  five  and  ten,  there  were  185  deaths,  almost 
equal  t'>  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  succeeding  ten  years,  in  which 
there  were  152.  From  twenty  to  thirty.  805,  and  from  thirty  to 
forty,  285  died.     Between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  sixty,  there  were 
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929  deaths.  During  this  period  the  mind  and  body  become  developed 
to  their  utmost  capacity  and  vigor.  It  is  the  active,  useful  epoch  of 
life,  and  a  large  mortality  during  this  period  is  particularly  to  be 
lamented.  It  cuts  off  the  enterprising  and  vigorous  producer,  and 
entails  great  distress  on  hopeless  orphans,  and  widows,  and  others 
who  are  more  or  less  dependent  on  husband,  father  and  children  for 
support.  As  the  individual  is  more  able  during  this  period  of  vigor- 
ous life  to  resist  morbid  influences,  a  large  mortality  is  an  evidence 
that  some  powerful  agency  pernicious  to  health  and  life  is  in  active 
operation.  It  leads  us  to  suspect  a  bad  sanitary  condition.  We 
usually  find,  under  such  circumstances,  that  zimotic  diseases  prevail. 
And  as  zimotic  diseases  are  largely  under  the  control  of  man,  in  his 
individual  and  social  character,  it  is  well  for  every  community  to 
consider  well  if  they  are  doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  establish  wise 
sanitary  regulations,  and  for  individuals  to  consider  if  they  are  pur- 
suing such  a  course  as  will  render  such  regulations  effective  in  pro- 
longing life. 

This  leads  us  to  inquire  into  the  prevalence  of  zimotic  diseases  as 
an  indication  of  our  sanitary  condition.  Within  the  eight  years 
included  in  this  report,  there  were  838  deaths  from  zimotic — one-third 
of  the  whole  number.  This  class  of  diseases  prevailed  particularly  in 
1849  and  1851.  In  the  former  of  these  years  171,  and  in  the  latter 
163  died  of  zimotics.  It  will  be  remembered  that  during  these  years, 
epidemics  prevailed  generally  throughout  New  England.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  knowledge,  it  would  not  be  true  to  say  that  a  commu- 
nity could  entirely  protect  itself  from  the  ravages  of  such  wide-spread 
epidemics.  But  it  is  true  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  society  to 
make  such  regulations,  and  individuals  to  observe  the  laws  of  health  so 
as  greatly  to  diminish  the  number  of  deaths  from  prevailing  epidemics. 
This  is  made  more  apparent  when  we  reflect  that  such  disease  first 
attacks  individuals  whose  vital  power  is  diminished — such,  for  in- 
stance, as  are  under  the  influence  of  irregular  and  pernicious  habits, 
who  undergo  great  fatigue  of  body  or  mind,  who  are  unduly  exposed 
to  great  vicissitude  of  temperature  and  moisture,  to  pestilential  effluvia, 
who  have  food  bad  in  quality  or  defective  in  quantity,  &c,  &c  The 
prevalence  of  this  class  of  disease  in  Hartford  is  not  greater  than  in 
other  cities  of  the  same  population ;  yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
number  of  victims  to  such  disease  might  be  greatly  diminished. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  were,  by  far,  more  numerous  than  in  any  other.  There 
were  864  deaths,  over  a  third  of  all  deaths,  occurred  within  the 
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three  months,  July,  August  and  September.  The  fatal  epidemics 
prevail  more  at  this  period  than  any  other,  which  accounts  for  it. 

Of  consumption,  there  were  331  deaths.  In  February  and  August 
we  lind  the  greatest  number  of  victims  :  there  being  38  in  each.  In 
July,  the  smallest  number  occurred,  there  being  only  15  recorded  in 
that  month. 

It  is  probable  that  seasons  of  variable  temperature  and  moisture 
have  a  larger  influence  in  developing  tin-  disease,  than  this  record 
would  indicate.  Consumption  is  a  chronic  disease,  and  when  it  is 
once  fastened  upon  an  individual,  be  would  be  less  likely  to  expose 
himself  to  the  influences  of  variable  temperature  and  moisture,  and  his 
life  would  be  more  or  less  prolonged,  according  to  the  original  vigor 
of  the  individual  and  the  progress  of  the  disease  before  he  submitted 
to  hygienic  management.  The  months  in  which  most  consumptives 
die,  then  does  not  indicate  the  month  in  which  most  contract  the 
disease. 

Of  Pneumonia,  19  occurred  in  March,  and  the  same  Dumber  in 
April.  February  16,  and  January  14,  May  and  December  each  10. 
In  September  there,  were  none. 

The  tables  of  moisture,  and  of  the  range  of  the  thermometer  that 
is  herewith  annexed,  would  not  indicate  that  pneumonia  prevailed 
more  during  a  period  of  moisture  or  variable  temperature  than  at 
other  times.  The  table  of  moisture  alluded  to  shows  not  the 
amount  of  moisture  in  the  atmosphere,  but  the  amount  of  water  that 
fell  during  each  month.  There  may  be  a  damp  atmosphere  without 
any  great  fall  of  rain,  and  this  is  more  frequently  met  with  during 
the  months  of  April,  March,  February  and  January,  than  in  other 
months.  In  April,  the  thermometer  shows  a  greater  daily  range, 
than  in  any  other  month. 

On  this  record  are  found  only  41  cases  of  still-born  children.  This 
is  far  below  the  truth.  In  the  first  four  years,  no  record  was  made 
of  stilbborn  children,  and  they  are  far  from  accurate  in  the  succeed- 
ing years. 

In  292  cases  of  death,  the  cause  of  death  was  not  specified.  This 
number  is  large — by  far  too  large.  Yet  it  is  encouraging  to  know, 
as  we  do  from  this  table,  that  this  defect  is  diminishing. 


48 


TABLE   OF   TEMPERATURE* 

The  sum  of  the  thermal  oscillations  for  each  month,  the  num- 
ber of  days  of  observation,  and  the  mean  daily  variation  for  each 
month  in  the  year,  are  given  in  this  table. 


Whole  am't 

Whole    am't 

Whole  am't 

Whole  am't 

No.  of 

of  changes 

Mean 

of  changes 

of  changes 

of  changes 

days  of 

for  each  mo. 

daily   va- 

for  each  mo. 

for  each  mo. 

for  each  mo. 

obser- 

during the 

thermom- 
eter. 

in  the  year. 

in  the  year. 

in  the  year. 

vation. 

whole  time  of 

observation. 

1847. 

1848 

1849. 

January, 

392.15  •■ 

328.74 

55 

720.89° 

13.107 

February, 

379.13 

29 

379.13 

13.07 

March, 

•    445.80 

30 

445.80 

14.86 

April, 

269.82  ' 

606.75 

42 

876.57 

20.87 

May, 

596.19 

446.50 

02 

1042.69 

16.82 

June, 

431.98 

476.35 

60 

908.33 

15.139 

July, 

508.18 

390.60 

62 

898.78 

14.197 

August, 

432.96 

489. S2 

62 

922. 78 

14.883 

September, 

358.19 

485.97 

60 

844.16 

14.07 

October, 

534.90 

462.87 

62 

997.77 

16.093 

November, 

371.811 

388.13 

57 

759.93 

1.3.33 

December, 

305.85 

345.84 

62 

651.69 

10.51 

The  daily  variation  for  one  year,  beginning  on  the  first  of  January, 
1848,  and  closing  the  first  of  January,  1849,  was  found  to  be  14.668°, 
and  for  the  whole  time  embraced  in  this  table,  is  14.694°,  differing, 
but  (0.026)  twenty-six  thousandths  of  a  degree  from  the  whole  time. 

From  this  Table,  it  appears  that  the  several  months  rate  as  fol- 
lows in  respect  to  their  variability  to  temperature. 

1.  April. 

2.  May. 

3.  October. 

4.  June. 

5.  July. 

6.  August. 

7.  March. 

8.  September. 

9.  November. 

10.  January. 

11.  February. 

12.  December. 


The  first  seven  months  of  this  list 
possess  an  average  daily  range  above 
that  of  the  entire  year,  and  the  remain- 
der are  more  or  less  below. 

The  mean  thermal  oscillation  for 
April,  exceeds  by  more  than  six  de- 
grees  that  of  the  entire  year,  while 
December  vaDges  a  little  over  four 
degrees  below. 


*  This  is  copied  from  Prof.  Brocklesby's  report  on  maximum  and  minimum 
range  of  the  thermometer,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for 
improvement  in  Science. 
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By  dividing  the  year  into  four  astronomical  portions,  marked  by 
the  solstices  and  equinoxes,  and  finding  the  mean  of  the  oscillations  of 
temperature  belonging  to  each  division,  we  obtain  the  following  re- 
sults for  the  year  beginning  the  22d  of  December,  1847,  and  ending 
the  22d  of  December,  1848. 

From  the  winter  solstice  to  the  vernal  equinox,  the  mean  is  12.288°. 
From  the  vernal  equinox  to  the  summer  solstice,  the  mean  is  16.91° 
From  the  summer  solstice  to  theautumnal  equinox,  the  mean  ial  I 
From  the  autumnal  equinox  to  the  winter  solstice,  the  mean  is  13.237 

Throughout  the  range  of  the  year,  the  average  fluctuation  of  tem- 
perature is  therefore  greatest  in  the  spring,  least  in  the  winter,  and 
more  in  the  summer  than  in  the  fall. 

The  most  extensive  diurnal  variation  within  tier  period  of  time 
under  review,  is  thirty-seven  degrees  and  a  half,  and  occurred  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1848.  On  the  9th  and  10th  of  April,  of  the  same 
year,  the  oscillations  of  temperature  were  respectively  thirty-five 
degrees  and  thirty-three  and  a  third  degrees;  and  in  three  other  in- 
stances only,  the  range  of  the  daily  temperature  exceeded  thirty 
degrees.  The  least  daily  variation  took  place  <>n  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1848,  when  the  ditlcrence  between  the  maximum  and  mini- 
mum, amounted  only  to  one-twentieth  part  of  a  degree. 

TABLE  OF  MOISTURE 


Am't  of  rain  that 

ISIS. 

1849 

1850. 

1851. 

1852 

fell  in   each  mo. 
for   live  vears, 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

1848-lt-o2  lue've. 

January, 

2.4 'J 

0.86 

6.05 

.,  -  - 

5.06 

17.nl 

February, 

2.00 

1  in 

a  84 

4.46 

1   in 

12  -ii 

March,  " 

:U2 

5.60 

2.71 

1.79 

I  85 

18.07 

April, 

1 . 1  ;i 

1.80 

5.93 

5.18 

5.23 

18.82 

May, 

5.40 

4. 2.! 

7.10 

4. mi 

1  85 

June, 

3.38 

ii  86 

2.85 

4.15 

3.17 

13.91 

July, 

2.85 

4.89 

4.6U 

2.12 

2  07 

17.13 

August, 

3.79 

5.2IJ 

6.05 

2.32 

1.75 

14.14 

September, 

1.70 

2  93 

6.90 

1.52 

1.40 

14.45 

( October, 

3.98 

5..")  7 

4.46 

6.18 

1.29 

21.48 

November, 

4.96 

4.51 

2..".:] 

5.04 

6.76 

23.80 

December, 

5.08 

2.70 

3.6S 

3.68 

4.53 

IS. 07 

39.94 

:■.  s( 

50.14 

41.99 

39.95 

The  average  amount  of  water  that  fell  in  a  year,  was  43.77  inches. 
The  only  year  that  exceeded  this  average,  was  1850;  which  exceeded 
the  average  by  12.37  inches. 
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The  order  in  which  the  months  stand  with  regard  to  the  amount 
of  water  that  fell,  is  as  follows  : 

November,  May,  October,  August,  December,  April,  March,  July, 
January,  September,  June  and  February. 

The  average  amount  of  water  that  fell  each  month,  was  18.15 
inches. 

In  the  months  of  November,  May,  October,  August  and  December, 
more  than  the  average  amount  fell ;  and  in  March,  July,  January, 
September,  June  and  February,  less  than  the  average  fell.. 


iiiognipbiral  ^krtclir s 


JOHNSON  C.  HATCH,  M.  !>..  OF  KENT. 

Du.  Johnson  C.  Hatch  was  born  in  Cent,  Sept.  20,  L792,  and 
died,  by  accidental  drowning,  Augusl  2 1,  i  85  I. 

How  brief  is  the  record  of  the  life  of  one  truly  eminent  ami  gnnd( 
and  when  eminently  devoted  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  medical  practice 
made  still  more  so.     Was  space  allowed  for  extended  notices  of  the 

more  worthy  members  of  the  society,  the  n tonous  routine  of  his 

avocations,  though  of  vital  importance  and  taking  deep  hold  of  the 
heart,  is  so  devoid  of  incident  or  novelty,  and  in  the  present  instance) 
our  time  and  opportunity  to  acquire  the  necessary  information  is  so 
limited,  as  to  render  it  hardly  desirable. 

Willi  such  advantages  fur  a  preparatory  education  as  were  afforded 
by  his  native  town,  and  having  extended  these  advantages  to  oth<  rs 
in  the  capacity  of  teacher,  he  commenced  the  Btudy  of  medicine  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Wells  Beardsley,  in  the  spring  of  1815,  and 
afterwards,  with  Dr.  Hotsfbrd,  ot'  Danbury,  in  K  airfield  County. 
One  summer  of  his  pupilage  was  occupied  in  study  and  attendance 
upon  Hospital  practice  in  the  city  of  New  York.     In  the  winter  of 

1  SIS  and  lSl'.l  he  attended  a  course  of  Lecture.-  at  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College,  in  New  Haven,  and  at  the  termination 
of  the  course,  ami  in  accordance  with  the  more  common  practice  of 
the  time,  on  examination,  received  License  as  Physician  and  Sur- 
geon. In  the  spring  of  1820,  he  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of 
his  profession  in  New  Preston,  a  parish  adjoining  the  town  of  Kent. 
After  five  years  of  successful  practice,  with  the  confidence  of  the 
community  where  he  lived  and  a  liberal  share  ot'  patronage,  and 
after  his  marriage,  he  again  attended  a  course  of  Lectures  in  New 
Haven,  and  at  the  close  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
He  then  returned  to  New  Preston,  and  continued  in  practice  until 
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1837.  Being  now  in  infirm  health,  he  determined  upon  removal  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  in  the  hope  that  the  changes  incident  to  the 
removal  might  be  the  means  of  his  recovery.  In  this  however  he 
was  disappointed,  and  after  two  years  residence  in  Illinois,  he  re- 
turned to  Kent.  Here  he  gradually  recovered  and  with  returning 
health  resumed  professional  duties,  and  continued  here  in  full  prac- 
tice, until  his  death. 

During  the  whole  time  of  his  practice  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Litchfield  County  Medical  Society  and  placed  a  high  estimate  upon 
the  advantages  to  the  profession  of  our  organization,  and  contributed 
largely  to  make  the  social  gatherings  of  its  members  in  the  County 
meetings  both  agreeable  and  useful,  and  in  turn,  no  one  received 
stronger  evidence  of  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  society. 
At  one  time  he  was  its  President,  and  he  was  often  chosen  a  Fellow 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society  and  was  an  honored  and  useful 
member  of  our  Annual  Conventions.  By  appointment  of  the  Con- 
vention he  in  1850  delivered  the  annual  address. 

He  also  aided  in  the  formation  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  twice  attended  its  meetings  as  a  delegate  from  Litchfield 
County  Society,  and  was  "  Permanent  Member  "  of  the  Association. 
Dr.  Hatch  also  filled  various  offices  of  honor  and  trust  in  the 
towns  in  which  he  lived.  He  was  once  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  and  a  Judge  of  Probate  for  several  of  the  last  years  of 
his  life. 

Perhaps  the  most  prominent  trait  in  the  character  of  Dr.  Hatch, 
was  candor  and  the  perfect  truthfulness  of  his  aims,  exhibited  both  in 
conversation  and  action.  A  man  in  whom  truly  there  was  no  guile. 
Another  prominent  characteristic  was  earnestness  in  every  laudable 
pursuit  which  engaged  his  attention.  Avoiding,  himself,  the  various 
artifices  by  which  notoriety  is  too  often  unworthily  sought,  every 
attempt  at  deception  or  quackery  resulting  from  either  ignorance  or 
more  enlightened  pretensions  was  necessarily  held  in  perfect  disgust. 
The  earnestness  and  perseverr.nce  with  which  he  sought  to  qualify 
himself  for  the  responsible  duties  of  his  profession  may  be  inferred 
from  the  fact,  that  at  a  time  and  in  circumstances,  when  too  many 
count  themselves  to  have  attained  to  the  summit  of  their  aspirations, 
or  are  so  much  absorbed  by  the  cares  of  a  laborious  occupation  that 
they  suspend  their  efforts  for  further  advancement  except  as  it  is 
attainable  by  observation  in  a  routine  mode  of  practice,  he  was 
seeking  further  instruction  ;  and  in  the  most  busy  periods  of  his  life  it 
is  believed  his  habits  of  study  in  connection  with  practice  never 
forsook  him. 
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An  intimate  associate  of  Dr.  Hatch,  by  many  years  his  junior  in 
practice,  writes  me  as  follows  :  '  He  was  my  principal  counselor  in 
cases  of  difficulty  occurring  in  my  practice  in  the  direction  in  which 
he  lived,  and  I  remember  with  gratitude  and  esteem  the  kind,  candid 
and  respectful  manner  in  which  he  uniformly  treated  me  in  our  pro- 
fessional  and  social  intercourse  ;'  and  again  :  "  He  was  a  true  man  to 
his  friends  and  true  to  the  tru-t  reposed  in  him.  Eminently  social  in 
his  disposition,  he  loved  and  enjoyed  the  society  of  his  friends  and 
was  the  life  of  the  social  circles;  he  was  universally  loved  and 
respected  while  living,  and  the  Bad  event  which  so  suddenly  closed 
his  earthly  career  in  the  midsl  of  his  usefulness,  Bpread  sadness 
and  sorrow  through  the  community." 


GEORGE    SUM  N  E  K.    M.   D. 

1:1  k.     IIIM,     II      i 

1 1  has  e\er  been  the  enlightened  usage  of  civilized  lite,  a-  it  is  the 

sponta us  desire  of  the  heart,  to  preserve  some  record,  more  or  less 

complete,  of  those  who,  having  been  distinguished  fur  their  useful- 
ness, have  ceased  from  their  labors,  and  entered  upon  their  reward. 

\,  it  is  a  dictate  of  our  common  humanity,  it  is  equally  so  of 
reason,  to  perpetuate  upon  canvas,  in  enduring  marble,  upon  the 
printed  page,  or  in  till  those  several  methods,  tin-  recollection  of  great 
anil  good  deeds  performed,  a-  illustrative  of  high  character,  of  lofty 
virtue  and  self-devotion j  that  the  living  may  behold  in  them  and 
their  authors,  those  acts,  and  those  noble  mental  and  moral  endow- 
ments, which,  varied  bj  time  and  circumstances,  may  yet  ennoble 
others,  and  call  down  upon  those  who  well  perform  their  pari  upon 
the  stage  of  life,  tin-  blessings  of  those  who  survive,  and  have  been 
the  delighted  witnesses  as  well  as  the  grateful  recipients  of  their 
benefaction-. 

Animated,  doubtless,  by  considerations  like  these,  this  Society  has 
directed,  that  a  suitable  Biography  of  their  late,  associate,  George 


•   llu,  Bketcb  k  published  a-  prepared  for  the  Hartford  Medical  Society,  by  » 

,,.t,  ni  thai  bodj 
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Sumner,  be  prepared — and  in  executing  this  sad  and  truly  melan- 
choly task,  it  shall  be  my  earnest  endeavor  to  present  you,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  in  the  limits  appropriated  to  that  purpose,  the  leading 
and  characteristic  features,  as  illustrated  in  his  every-day  life,  of  our 
departed  brother. 

In  doing  this,  however,  I  shall  not  be  expected  to  exhibit  a  life, 
abounding  in  thrilling  incident  or  wonderful  exploits ;  for  these  can 
never  apply  to  that  of  the  physician,  whose  chief  labors,  however 
important  and  exciting  in  themselves,  are  performed  in  the  retire- 
ment of  the  sick  chamber,  and  whose  victories  are  those  only,  which 
are  gained  in  a  warfare  against  wretchedness  and  disease. 

We  learn  from  a  very  interesting  paper,  containing  "  Some  details 
of  personal  history,"  etc.,  read  by  him  before  this  Society,  that  Dr. 
Sumner  was  born  in  Pomfret,  December  13th,  1794,  and  was  con- 
sequently at  the  date  of  his  death,  a  little  more  than  sixty-one  years 
of  age. 

As  he  graduated  at  Yale  College  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  there  can 
be  little  doubt,  that  his  previous  life  had  been  that  of  a  diligent  stu- 
dent; giving  evidence  of  a  sound  constitution,  a  vigorous  intellect, 
and  unexceptionable  habits.  From  a  distinguished  class-mate,  how- 
ever, who  has  long  held  a  professorship  in  that  excellent  institution, 
we  learn  definitely,  what  might  otherwise,  perhaps,  be  considered  to 
follow  only  as  an  inference,  from  the  fact  above  named. 

Says  the  professor,  "  Though  not  a  man  of  tastes  and  talents  as  ver- 
satile as  those  of  his  room-mate  and  fellow-townsman,  who  received 
the  highest  honors  of  his  class,  whatever  he  did,  he  did  well,  and  as 
a  mathematician,  he  was  regarded  by  the  members  of  his  division,  as 
second  only  to  the  valedictorian.  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that,  with 
the  same  effort,  he  might  have  been  quite  equal  to  him  ;  for  he 
always  seemed  to  me,  to  master  difficult  points  of  science  with  uncom- 
mon ease."  In  regard  to  his  social  qualities,  says  the  professor, 
'•  Those  familiar  with  our  college  dialect,  will  understand  how  much 
was  meant  by  the  phrase,  always  applied  to  Sumner, — He  is  the 
cleverest  fellow  in  the  class."  His  acknowledged  talents  com- 
manded the  respect  of  all,  while  his  freedom  from  excessive  ambi- 
tion, and  his  perfect  exemption  from  those  unfortunate  traits  which 
usually  accompany  it,  such  as  jealousy,  envy  and  detraction,  equally 
won  their  esteem.  Such  are  some  of  the  memories  of  a  fellow- 
student  and  class-mate  of  our  late  associate  ;  and  those  of  us  whose 
privilege  it  was  to  enjoy  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  him,  will  not 
doubt  the  truthfulness  of  his  recollections.      His   subsequent  life, 
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indeed,  but  expanded  and  rendered  more  distinct,  if  possible,  the 
characteristics  thus  early  exhibited. 

After  completing  his  collegiate  course.  Dr.  Sumner  made  choice 
of  the  profession  of  medicine,  and  commenced  his  preparatory 
Studies,  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Hubbard,  after- 
ward Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  medical  school  at  New  Haven, 
with  whom  he  spent  two  years.  He  then  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
at  that  time  the  seat  of  the  best  medical  school  in  the  country — 
scarcely  excelled  even  then,  by  those  of  I  ireat  Britain  and  France — 
where  he  passed  the  two  following  yeaTS  in  pursuing  the  study  of 
medicine  in  its  various  departments;  taking  his  diploma  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania. 

Tt  will  doubtless  be  observed  by  the  members  of  this  Society,  that 
with  every  preparation  for  making  rapid  advances  in  knowledge.  Dr. 
Sumner  spent  lour  years— twice  the  time  even  now  required  at 
most,  medical  schools  For  procuring  a  diploma — in  preparatory 
studies,  before  taking  bis  degree,  and  entering  upon  the  practice  of 
his  profession.  How  much  of  hi-  future  reputation  and  sue,-.--. 
depended  upon  the  attainments  made  during  this  season  of  prepara- 
tion, it  may  be  difficult  with  certainty  to  determine — no  member  of 
this  Society,  however,  will' f6r  a  moment  doubt,  thai  with  both  they 
had  much  to  do;  increasing  and  exalting  them  both. 

He  chose  the  city  of  Providence,  K.  I..  as  his  place  of  residence, 

Shortly  after  taking  his  degree-  but  was  soon  called  home,  in  con-e- 
quence  of  the  sickness  of  Ins  father,  wh08e  death,  alter  an  unusually 
protracted  illness,  left  the  doctor  once  more  al  liberty  to  enter  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

He   came    her i    the    first  day   of  .January,   1819 — more  than 

thirty-six  years  ago,  alter  being  disappointed  in  finding  an  antici- 
pated Vacancy  in  a  neighboring  town,  already  occupied  bya  more 
active  rival.  In  his  own  language,  he  "then  decided  to  open  an 
ollice  in  this  city,  and  wait  for  business."  Had  we  time  or  space  for 
comments,  a  few  minutes  might  be  profitably  employed,  in  the  con- 
sideration of  this  sentiment.  Though  it  leaves  us  to  infer  that  then, 
as  now,  there  were  quite  as  many  physicians  here  as  the  wants  of  the 
inhabitants  required,  it  indicates  ,i  rarer  and  far  less  common  pur- 
pose, on  the  part  of  the  candidate  for  practice.  This,  doubtless, 
resulted  from  that  modest  estimate  of  himself,  that  freedom  from 
.  ccessive  ambition,  thai  respect  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others, 
which  characterized  him  in  earlier  yean,  and  made  him  willing  to 
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take,  without  trenching  upon  the  field  or  the  income  of  others,  such 
a  share  of  business  only,  as  might  naturally  fall  in  his  way. 

During  the  period  of  probation,  which  usually  awaits  the  young 
aspirant  for  professional  practice — one  ordinarily  of  peculiar  trial  to 
the  feelings,  and  often  to  the  morals — our  associate  illustrated  the 
incalculable  value,  not  only  of  a  cultivated  mind  and  sound  morals, 
but  also  of  habits  trained  to  steady  and  persistent  application  ;  and 
at  once  entered  upon  the  systematic  study  of  botany  ;  making  it  both 
an  amusement  and  employment.  Let  us  examine  for  a  moment, 
some  of  the  results  of  this  decision.  One  was — and  it  was  doubtless 
the  object  which  he  had  primarily  before  his  mind — to  familiarize 
him  with  the  physical  and  therapeutic  properties  of  our  indigenous 
plants,  by  which  he  became  enabled  to  make  a  profitable  use  of 
them,  not  only  at  such  times  as  he  deemed  them  most  appropriate, 
but  also  on  occasions  when,  for  one  reason  or  another,  other  articles 
of  the  same  class  could  not  be  obtained,  and  to  advise  intelligently, 
when  consulted  as  to  the  propriety  of  their  use ;  circumstances  which 
would  serve  to  extend  his  usefulness,  and  impress  inquirers  with  a 
favorable  idea  of  his  intelligence.  It  was,  also,  the  means  of  his 
undertaking  the  preparation  of  an  original  work  on  his  favorite 
branch — a  neat  volume  of  some  three  hundred  pages,  duodecimo, 
handsomely  bound,  and  beautifully,  and  for  that  day,  profusely  illus- 
trated. It  was  a  work,  undoubtedly,  of  merit,  and  so  much  esteemed 
by  competent  judges,  that  the  request  was  on  many  occasions  made, 
in  after  years,  when  a  full  professional  practice  rendered  it  impossible 
to  comply,  that  the  author  should  revise  and  publish  a  new  edition  of 
it.  A  farther  consequence  was,  his  appointment  as  Professor  of 
Botany  in  Trinity  College,  an  office  which  he  filled  for  twenty  years, 
or  more ;  during  many  of  which,  he  was  accustomed  to  lecture  on 
this  interesting  branch  of  collegiate  study.  Such  were  some — possi- 
bly by  no  means  the  most  valuable — of  the  rich  fruits  of  that  precious 
time,  devoted  by  him  to  a  worthy  object,  instead  of  wasting  it  in 
idleness,  dissipation,  or  light  and  trifling  pursuits. 

A  little  less  than  two  years  after  commencing  practice,  Dr.  Sum- 
ner married  Miss  Elizabeth  Putnam,  of  Brooklyn,  a  lady  who, 
by  her  accomplishments,  uniform  cheerfulness,  kindness  of  heart, 
good  sense,  and  energy  of  character,  equally  secured  her  husband's 
happiness  and  prosperity.  Says  his  class-mate,  whom  I  have  pre- 
viously quoted,  "  I  saw  Dr.  Sumner  at  Hartford,  soon  after  he  had 
taken  up  his  residence  there,  to  practice  his  profession.  He  had 
recently  married,  and  appeared  exceedingly  happy  in  his  domestic 
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relations,  and  had  already  received  tokens  of  respect  and  patronage 
from  the  citizens.  I  clearly  remember,  that  my  impressions,  as  I 
left  him,  were,  that  no  one  of  our  class,  had  entered  upon  the  arena 
of  life  more  auspiciously." 

Mrs.  Sumner  died  of  apoplexy,  about  eleven  years  ago — an  event 
which  produced  a  profound  impression — both  physical  and  mental, 
upon  her  bereaved  husband — from  which  he  probably  never  recov- 
ered. It  was  one  of  the  links,  in  a  chain  of  morbid  influences, 
which,  united,  produced   the  result  we  now  so  deeply  deplore. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  Dr.  Sumner  at  any  time  after  entering 
upon  practice,  neglected  any  suitable  opportunity  which  offered,  to  en- 
gage in  his  chosen  pursuit.  A-  is  true  of  most  honorable  candidates  for 
practice,  however,  while  at  first,  he  found  much  leisure  to  pursue  the 
study  of  those  branches  of  science  to  which  his  tastes  naturally  led, 
he  was  not,  probably,  at  any  time,  long  without  a  patient  cm  whom 
to  exercise  his  skill,  and  familiarize  himself  with  clinical  duties;  30 
that,  at  the  period  of  his  marriage,  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  had 
attained  a  practice,  extensive  enough  to  occupy  much  "f  hi-  time, 
though  his  income  may  nut  have  been  sufficient  to  furnish  him  with 
more  than  a  limited  support.  Indeed,  he  made  no  secret  of  the  fact, 
that  his  first  years  were  years  of  restricted  means,  and  nut  a  little 
pecuniary  embarrassment  As  was  the  practice,  at  the  time,  of  some 
other  members  of  the  profession,  lie  added  somewhat  to  his  income, 
by  receiving  a  few  boarders  into  his  family;  and  regretted,  as  he 
once  said  to  a  friend,  that  he  had  not  longer  continued  to  do  so. 

The  preceding  pages  indicate  some  of  the  claim-  to  public  patron- 
age, upon  which  Dr.  Sumner  could  safely  rely,  in  entering  upon  the 
more  active  duties  of  his  profession.  Not  only — as  we  have  seen — 
did  he  possess  a  decidedly  superior  order  of  intellect,  enlarged  and 
improved,  by  long,  severe,  and  well  directed  study;  much  more  than 
ordinary  theoretical  preparation  tor  practice,  habits  of  industry,  which 
alone  are  almost  a  guarantee  of  success;  but  every  faculty  of  his 
mind  had  been  proportionately  cultivated,  and  that  needful  balance, 
and  symmetry  in  intellectual  growth  secured,  which  were  ever  pre- 
dominant traits  of  his  character.  Even  then,  he  rode  no  hobby;  nor 
was  he  ever  taken  by  a  humbug,  under  whatever  guise ;  nor  by  a 
superstition,  however  attractive  or  venerable.  Whatever,  indeed, 
offers  itself  for  the  consideration  of  a  mind  like  his,  is  placed  in  its 
true  and  natural  relations;  and  submitted  to  a  calm,  candid,  discrim- 
inating test,  which  ever  renders  its  decisions,  uncommonly  accurate 
and  reliable.  His  taste,  also,  for  w  hatever  was  beautiful,  either  in 
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nature  or  art,  had  even  then,  received  much  culture — exhibiting 
itself  in  a  fondness  for  landscape  scenery  and  horticulture  ;  expanding, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  into  a  strong  relish  for  architecture.  In  the 
former,  we  learn  that  his  merits  were  early  known  and  acknowl- 
edged ;  and  the  laying  out  of  the  grounds,  the  arrangement  of  the 
walks,  the  selection  and  disposal  of  the  trees,  shrubs  and  flowering- 
plants,  which  now  render  the  vicinity  of  Trinity  College  so  attractive 
and  beautiful — a  work  mainly  intrusted  to  him — is  a  proof,  alike  of 
the  confidence  of  its  trustees,  and  of  his  own  ability. 

His  residence,  where  the  choicest  plants  and  flowers  were  always 
to  be  found  in  their  utmost  perfection,  at  a  later  day  furnished  abun- 
dant evidrnce  both  of  his  taste  and  skill  in  Horticulture.  His 
numerous  and  valuable  descriptive  plates,  well  illustrate  his  interest 
in  Architecture.  Of  these,  he  had  several  sets:  the  richest  and 
most  costly  being  those  representing  many  of  the  finest  Cathedrals, 
both  of  England  and  the  Continent.  We  should  naturally  expect, 
that  a  mind  so  highly  cultivated,  vigorous  and  active,  would  seek, 
not  only  for  information,  but  companionship,  in  books  ;  and  we  find 
him  possessed  of  a  library,  containing  some  three  thousand  volumes 
of  choice  works,  both  professional  and  miscellaneous,  which  he  had 
gradually  collected,  as  his  inclinations  suggested,  or  his  necessities 
required.  The  department  of  Materia  Medica,  and  those  relating 
more  strictly  to  the  practice  of  Medicine,  in  its  several  branches,  as 
distinguished  from  Surgery,  were  quite  full,  and  embraced  most,  if 
not  all  the  best  authorities  in  the  English  language,  until  within  a 
recent  date.  In  early  life,  both  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy  were  inter- 
esting objects  of  pursuit,  which  he  prosecuted  with  much  relish,  and  to 
a  greater  than  ordinary  extent;  and  many  valuable  volumes  in  each 
of  these  departments,  adorned  his  library.  Many  of  the  best  and 
most  expensive  works  in  Natural  History,  were  also  there ;  from 
whose  pages,  he  had  also  doubtless  enriched  his  mind.  The  depart- 
ment of  Botany,  contained  the  best  authorities  on  the  subject,  many 
of  them  English  ;  and  procured  with  much  pains,  and  at  not  a  little 
expense. 

Some  of  the  most  valuable  standard  literature,  both  in  poetry  and 
prose,  most  of  it  in  the  best  editions,  was  also  upon  the  shelves  of  his 
library.  I  discovered  here  also,  many  rare  and  valuable  works  in 
Theology,  which  the  Doctor  found  time  to  study,  both  for  the  informa- 
tion they  contained,  and  the  moral  benefit,  he  doubtless  expected  to  de- 
rive. He  was  fond  of  biography,  well  drawn  and  accurate  delineations 
of  character ;  and  while  he  gave  little  time,  comparatively,  to  fictitious 
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writings,  he  read  with  much  satisfaction,  the  beat  authors  in  this 
field  of  literature.  Perhaps  li i ~  only  habitual  reading,  not  directly 
applicable  to  hi-  professional  pursuits,  were  the. English  periodical-, 
for  five  of  the  principal  of  which,  he  was  long  a  subscriber;  Black- 
wood, from  a  date  as  far  back  as  Wii.  He  was  also,  during  the 
later  years  of  his  life,  a  delighted  reader  of  the  London  Times, 
Spectator  and  Examiner,  all  edited  with  consummate  ability,  and 
replete  with  useful  and  interesting  matter.  Such  is  a  brief  sketch, 
both  of  the  variety  and  character1  of  the  works  which  found  a  place 
in  the  library  of  our  late  associate,  and  when  we  call  to  mind  bis 
ever-pressing  engagements,  that  he  purchased  only  what   he  wished 

to  read,  and  often  to  study,  il stent  of  his  Iain-arc.  not   less   than 

the  character  of  the  works  \\  hich  he  owni  d,  furnishes  a  striking  yel 
correct  index,  both  of  the  activity  of  his  mind,  and  bi<  great  industry. 

On  entering  upon  professional   life,  every    Physician  i essarily 

finds  himself  early  forming  relations,  more  or  less  intimate,  t  ■  >  the 
brotherhood,  both  individually,  and  collectively,  a>  in  Societies  and 
Associations.  The  social  qualities  of  I  >r.  Sumner,  al  once  placed  him 
on  terms  of  cordial  '/end  neighborhood  with  his  professional  brethren 
by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  With  some  of  the  finest  minds,  and 
highest  characters  among  his  early  cotemporaries,  he  was  for  years,  on 
terms,  most  friendly  and  intimate.  Nor  can  we  donbt,  from  the 
elegant  and  affectionate  tribute  which  he  pays  to  the  memory  of 

of  the  choicest  of  tho  e  noble  spirits,  that   his   nun   character 

and  conduct  were  most  favorably  affected  by  this  congenial  intercourse- 
He  well  understood,  and  early  appreciated,  the  importance  of 
medical  organization;  and  was  ever  an  active  and  valued  member 
of  our  Stale.  County  and  other  societies.  His  activity,  good  sense, 
and  superior  attainments,  early  gave  him  influence,  and  in  connection 
with  others,  enabled  him  to  induce  the  Physicians  throughout  the 
State,  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  the  ubjeot  of  Insanity,  and  the  best 
method  of  treating  this  malady.  As  the  youngest  member  of  the 
first  committee  ever  formed  to  consider  this  interesting  subject,  be 
acted  as  Secretary;  procuring  statistical  and  other  information,  and 
maintaining  an  extensive  correspondence  with  the  Medical  Faculty. 

throughout    the    State.        The    result    of    these    endeavors,    was    the 

founding  of  the  Retreat,  the  earliest  institution  established  in  this 
country,  for  the  exclusive  treatment  of  Insanity.  Not  only  with  its 
inception,  but  subsequently,  and  with  every  successive  step  in  its 
growth,  was  Dr.  Sumner  identified,  not  more  as  one  who  took  a 
deep  and  abiding  interest  in  it,  than  as  giving    it   his   best   thoughts. 
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and  much  valuable  time  ;  and  I  have  certain  means  of  knowing,  that 
some  of  its  most  valuable  improvements    were  the  result  of  his  sug- 
gestions.    Probably  no  one,  after  the  death  of  its  first  Superintendent, 
was  more  thoroughly  informed  as  to  the  public  sentiment,  in  relation 
to  it,  better  understood  the  peculiar  wants  of  the  institution,   or   was 
more  competent  to  give  advice,  wherever  it  was  required,  than  him- 
self.    Indeed,  immediately    on   the   decease   of    Dr.  Todd,  he  was 
unanimously    elected   to   succeed  him  in  that  responsible    position. 
Though  he  declined  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  he  continued  to 
take  a  no  less  lively  interest  in  whatever  related  to   its  welfare,  and 
was  a  Director  and  Medical  Visitor  at  the  time   of  his  death.     His 
genial  good  nature,  freedom  from  the  slighest  tinge  of   arrogance  or 
conceit,  the  pleasure  he  manifested  in  listening   to  the   opinions  of 
others,  and  the  respect  he  ever  paid  to  them,  the  gentleness  with 
which  he  corrected  error  and  sustained  the  right,  made  him  eminently 
instrumental  in  maintaining  harmony,  and  giving  interest  and  value, 
to  the  meetings  of  the  Societies  to  which  he   belonged.     His,  how- 
ever, was  in  no  respect  a  negative  character.     While  exceedingly 
tolerant  toward  the   opinions  of  others,  he  was  by  no  means  without 
opinions  of  his  own;  which  he  was  ever  ready  to  express  and  main- 
tain, but  would  cheerfully  relinquish,  if  at  any  time  they  were  shown 
to    be    unsound.     Though    the    proceedings    of    our   State   Society, 
furnish  abundant  evidence  of  his  frequent  presence  and  activity  on 
committees  and  otherwise,   it  was   only  a  few   years   ago,   that  he 
accepted  the  office  of  President ;  on  retiring  from  which,  he  favored 
its   members    with    an    invaluable    contribution,   in  his   valedictory 
address,  on  "  The  Early   Physicians  of  Connecticut.''     It  was  a  pro- 
duction of  much  research,  and  considerable  valuable  time  was  given 
to  investigations,  and  careful  inquiries,  in  relation  to  it;  rendering  it 
the  highest  authority  on  the  subject  which   constituted  his  theme. 
It  rescued  also,  from   unmerited  oblivion,   the   names,  virtues,  and 
leading  characteristics,  of  many  noble  spirits,  who  went  before  us  in 
the  same  career,  and  which  the  profession  should  not,   for  its  own 
sake,  permit  to  be  forgotten.     The  records  of  our  County  Society 
exhibit  the  same  activity  and  interest,  which  characterized  his  rela- 
tions to  the  State  Society.     He  became  a  member,  at  its  first  meeting 
after  commencing  practice  here,  was  soon  appointed   Clerk,  and  in 
April,  1821,  read  a  dissertation  on  "  The  present  state  of  Pharmacy,'' 
and  in  1826  another,  entitled  "Materia  Medica  and  Botany;"  both 
showing  the  prevailing   direction   of   his   thoughts   and   professional 
predilections.    The  Hopkins  Medical  Association,  designed  to  embrace 
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the  best  talent  and  acquirements  of  the  County,  though  a  few  were 
admitted  from  beyond  its  limits,  was  another,  more  private  and 
■-elect  urbanization,  with  which  be  was  connected  from  its  origin. 
Its  meetings  were  held  thrice  annually,  usually,  though  nol  always 
in  this  city.  The  individual  experience  of  the  members,  the  discus- 
sion of  some  subject  previously  fixed  upon,  the  reading  of  one  or 
more  dissertations,  and  concluding  with  a  supper,  constituted  the 
ordinary  round  of  business.  It-  founders  and  early  friends,  having 
run-  by  one  passed  away,  ami  new  members  succeeded  them,  less 
ambitious  of  improvement,  or  rather  preferring  a  different  method 
ci!  accomplishing  similar  results,  the  society  languished,  and  was  al 
length  merged  in  another,  now  known  as  the  Hartford  Medical 
Society.  With  this,  our  lamented  associate  was  connected,  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  which  prepared  tic  by-laws  by  which 
it  is  now  governed.  Until  bis  failing  health  rendered  it  impossible 
for  him  to  be  present,  lie  was  a  very  constant  attendant  upon  its 
meetings,  which  he  honored  by  hi-  presence,  enlivened  by  hi-  cheer- 
fulness, and  instructed  by  hi-  wisdom  and  experience. 

Be  also,  in  part  represented  our  State  Society,  al  the  meeting 
which  organized  our  National  Association,  which  ha-  already  dune, 
and  is  still  doing,  so  much  tur  the  honor  and  usefulness  hi'  the  pro- 
fession. Both  inclination,  and  repeated  appointments,  by  the  v 
or  County  Societies,  induced  him  to  attend  several  subsequent  meet- 
ings nt'  this  body.  On  several  previous  occasions,  it  i-  known  that 
lie  represented  our  State,  by  appointment,  at  meetings  called  to  con- 
sider subjects,  regarded  a-  of  national  importance  to  the  profession. 

As  is  hut  ton  true  of  ph\  -ician-  generally,  be  was  little  accustomed 
to  the  -use  of  the  pen.  Ncvcrlhelc.-s.  in  the  cour-e  of  a  long  profes- 
sional career  circumstances  at  time-  required,  thai  he  should  write 
considerably,  ami  at   frequent   intervals,  if  not  daily.     Except  as 

already  indicated,  however,  it  is    not    known   that  he  ever  engaged  in 

writing,  either  for  professional  purposes  or  otherwise.  His  produc- 
tions, both  in  early  and  in  later  life,  were  always  characterized  by 
richness  and  clearness  of  thought,  and  simplicity  as  well  as  brevity 
of  language.  At  the  same  time,  his  style  was  terse  and  vigorous, 
and  whatever  came  from  his  pen,  was  ever  most  welcome  to  his 
brethren. 

Politically,  he  was  neither  a  Whig  nor  a  Democrat;  still  less 
did  he  sympathize  with  any  of  the  numerous  cliques  and  factions, 
into  which,  recently,  the  two  great  parties  have  become  subdivided. 
So  little  was  lie  governed  in  his  preferences,  by  the  leading  or  dis- 
tinctive principles  of  either,  that  he  was  not  unfrequently  accustom- 
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ed  to  promise  some  one  of  either  party,  to  him  it  mattered  not  which, 
whose  predilections  were  strong,  and  who  happened  to  be  sick  at  the 
time  of  an  exciting  election,  to  go  to  the  polls  in  his  stead,  and  vote 
the  ticket  that  his  patient  would  have  voted,  had  he  been  well.  His 
dislike  to  party,  originated,  there  is  little  doubt,  in  witnessing  the 
tricks,  shifts,  and  management,  to  which  leading  members  of  each, 
often  had  recourse,  without  the  slightest  reference  to  honesty  or  the 
public  welfare,  in  order  to  accomplish  their  selfish  ends  ;  finding  that 
men  were  often  elected  to  high  and  responsible  public  stations,  with- 
out the  first  qualification  for  them,  except  party  fealty.  It  may  with 
truth  be  said,  that  whenever  he  exercised  the  privilege  of  an  elector, 
the  consideration  that  controlled  his  vote,  was  the  relative  fitness  of 
the  candidates,  for  the  office  in  question.  So  deeply  did  he  feel  this 
defect  in  the  practical  working  of  our  political  system,  that  for  years 
he  was  accustomed  to  assert  that  he  was  tired  of  a  republican  form 
of  government.  He  had  seen  enough  of  it ;  and  as  his  tastes  were 
English  in  their  finish  and  simplicity,  so  were  his  political  preferences 
English  ;  and  he  was  rather  a  monarchist  than  a  republican  ;  would 
have  preferred  to  be  a  subject  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  than  one 
of  the  sovereigns,  under  the  administration  of  President  Pierce. 

Of  Dr.  Sumner,  as  a  practitioner  of  Medicine,  it  becomes  me  to 
speak  with  diffidence.  You  all  knew  him,  and  can  far  better  under- 
stand and  appreciate  him  in  this  aspect,  than  it  is  in  my  power  to 
describe  him  to  you.  Indeed,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  remember, 
that  wherein  my  descriptions  may  be  erroneous  or  defective,  the 
promptings  of  your  own  hearts,  through  your  thorough  knowledge  of 
him,  will  set  him  right  before  your  minds,  and  make  amends  for 
whatever  mistakes  it  may  be  my  misfortune  to  commit. 

It  has  already  been  shown,  that  his  academic  and  professional 
education,  had  been  obtained  under  circumstances,  eminently  calcu- 
lated to  develop,  expand  and  discipline,  the  faculties  of  his  mind, 
and  to  secure  to  him  an  unusual  share  of  elementary  knowledge ; 
every  branch  of  study,  being  systematically  pursued,  and  thoroughly 
mastered.  Thus  prepared,  it  may  be  fairly  claimed,  and  will  be 
cheerfully  conceded,  that  he  brought  to  the  investigation  of  disease, 
the  powers  of  a  strong,  highly  cultivated,  and  well-balanced  mind  ; 
that  he  studied  with  acutely  discriminative  care  at  the  bed-side,  the 
nature  and  seat  of  the  maladies  he  was  called  to  treat ;  that  he 
formed  a  very  reliable  diagnosis,  and  applied  his  remedies  with 
peculiar  appropriateness  and  success.  Had  he  possessed  superior 
mental   endowments,  without   the   aids   which   education   affords,   to 
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discipline  and  direct  their  operations,  he  must  of  necessity  have  been 
constantly  falling  into  errors,  and  far  more  likely  to  injure,  than  to 
benefit  those  who  unfortunately  fell  into  his  hands.  Had  both  of 
these  even,  been  united,  yet  without  the  systematic  and  proportion- 
ate improvement  of  the  faculties,  it  would  have  formed  a  very  differ- 
ent character,  more  bold  and  impulsive  probably,  but  far  less  safe 
and  reliable.  It  was  unquestionably,  the  large  and  proper  cultiva- 
tion of  his  intellectual  and  moral  powers,  that  gave  him  his  pre-emi- 
nence among  medical  men. 

These  must  constitute  indeed,  the  only  worthy  basis  of  true 
eminence.  It  is  solid  merit — merit  that  admits  a  close  and  search- 
ing scrutiny,  into  both  character  and  conduct,  that  must  u It iuiat <  I \ 
fix  the  position  of  f\ery  man  among  hi-  associates,  the  only  compe- 
tent tribunal,  I  may  add,  to  which  his  claims  can  justly  be  brought. 
To  this  last,  has  it  been  my  purpose  to  submit  the  case  of  our  asso- 
ciate, and  by  the  decision  thus  honorably  procured,  I  am  confident, 
we  shall  cheerfully  abide.  We  all  know,  however,  that  neither 
acknowledged  talents,  and  attainments  ot  a  high  order — not  even 
when  associated  with  an  unexceptionable  character,  will  always 
procure  for  their  possessor,  that,  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  fami- 
lies— of  mothers  and  children — which  is  SO  desirable,  and  even 
necessary,  to  extensive  usefulness  and  success.  And  It  is  precisely 
at  this  point,  that  so  many,  otherwise  shining  lights  in  the  profession, 
frequently  fail.  They  do  nof  succeed  in  finding  their  way  to  the 
friendly  and  affectionate  regards  of  those,  upon  whom,  in  seasons  of 
sickness  and  distress,  they  are  called  to  attend.  There  is  a  sort  of 
partition-wall  between  the  approving  intellect,  and  the  confiding 
heart,  which  they  fail  to  pass;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  full 
measure  of  intimacy,  and  freedom  of  intercourse,  which  indlsaolubly 
binds  the  patient  to  his  physician  and  the  physician  to  his  patient,  is 
unknown  and  unfelt. 

While  doubtless.  Dr.  Sumner  might  have  held  a  high  rank  in  the 
profession,  had  he  devoted  himself  to  some  other  department,  than 
that  of  the  practice  of  medicine  :  still  it  may  be  said,  that  his  pecu- 
liar and  crowning  excellences,  were  exhibited  in  tlie  chambers  of  the 
sick.  Here,  his  presence  was  always  marked  by  a  touching  gentle- 
ness,  real  yet  unaffected  sympathy  for  the  sufferer,  well  chosen 
expressions,  a  becoming  cheerfulness,  and  unexceptionable  manners. 
With  a  large  heart,  acutely  alive  to  human  Buffering  wherever  found, 
a  demeanor  adapted  to  all  classes,  lie  was  equally  at  home,  and 
equally   welcome,  in   the  mansions  of  the   wealthy,  and  the  humble 
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dwellings  of  the  poor — felt  as  deeply  and  as  tenderly  for  the  one  as 
the  other,  and  with  equal  alaerity  ministered  to  their  wants.  None 
feared,  but  all  respected,  and  many  loved  him.  He  was,  indeed,  the 
"  beloved  physician."  He  was,  however,  little  in  the  habit  of  enter- 
ing with  much  particularity,  into  the  nature  of  the  disease  he  was 
called  to  treat,  nor  into  the  expected  effect  of  his  remedies  ;  his 
reply  sometimes,  in  his  own  peculiar  tone  and  manner,  which  never 
gave  offense,  when  asked  what  he  expected  to  be  the  effect  of  this 
or  that  remedy,  being,  "  I  expect  it  will  do  good."  It  was  well 
understood,  that  he  made  no  promises,  gave  no  assurances,  nor 
encouraged  hopes  that  would  not  likely  be  fulfilled ;  indeed,  was 
little  disposed  to  indulge  in  prognostics,  till  the  progress  of  a  case 
rendered  its  probable  results  quite  apparent  to  less  discerning  and 
practiced  observers  than  himself.  In  his  immediate  relations  to  his 
brethren,  in  his  professional  pursuits,  for  one,  I  can  truly  say,  that  I 
never  knew  of  anything,  either  in  manner  or  conduct,  which  the 
most  rigid  interpretation  of  our  code  of  ethics  would  not  permit ; 
which  a  friendly  and  amiable  disposition  would  not,  indeed,  suggest. 
I  believe  I  knew  him  well ;  and  having  had  no  claims  to  his  notice 
beyond  others,  nor  received  tokens  of  friendship  which  were  not 
alike  accorded  to  many  others,  I  can  but  think,  that  my  own  estimate 
of  this  phase  of  his  character,  is  but  the  measure  of*  that  placed 
upon  it,  by  his  every  associate.  On  two  occasions  only,  during  an 
acquaintance  of  more  than  fifteen  years,  did  I  ever  know  any  collis- 
sion  to  occur  between  him  and  any  other  member  of  the  profession  ; 
and  on  both,  after  hearing  the  version  of  each  party,  had  not  a  doubt 
that  the  misunderstanding,  grew  out  of  the  statements  and  requests 
of  kind,  but  misjudging  friends. 

At  the  time  Dr.  Sumner  commenced  practice  here,  a  severe  epi- 
demic Typhus  fever  prevailed,  as  it  did  also,  in  other  parts  of  the 
State,  and  two  distinct  theories  were  held,  as  to  its  nature  and  treat- 
ment. While  the  disciples  of  Cullen  and  older  medical  authorities, 
pursued  the  antiphlogistic  practice,  the  followers  of  Brown,  whose 
speculations  were  not  yet  divested  of  their  novelty,  considered  the 
disease  to  be  one  of  mere  debility,  and  treated  it  with  brandy, 
opium  and  bark.  The  discussion  of  the  relative  merits  of  these 
methods  of  practice,  extended  from  the  faculty  of  medicine,  to  the 
public,  and  so  far  was  it  carried,  as  to  disturb  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship and  peace.  Every  man  felt  himself  competent  to  decide 
whether  his  neighbors  were  treated  properly  or  not;  and  if  the 
physician  pursued  a  wrong  course  of  practice,  and  the  case  termina- 
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ted  fatally,  he  was  pronounced  guilty  of  homicide.  When  I  first 
came  to  this  place,  says  Dr.  Sumner,  one  of  the  first  questions  asked, 
and  it  was  the  most  common  question,  was,  are  you  a  bleeder  or 
.stimulator?  To  a  cautious  and  observing  person,  like  himself,  such 
a  state  of  the  professional  mind  and  practice,  would  furnish  much 
matter  for  reflection,  and  lead  also,  to  a  careful  comparison  of  the 
results  of  the  respective  plans  of  treatment.  It  can  scarcely  be 
doubted,  that  this  state  of  things  produced  a  lasting  impression  upon 
his  own  mind,  and  ever  afterward  influenced,  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  his  practice.  Nevertheless,  at  the  outset,  he  says  he  refused 
to  take  sides,  but  claimed  the  privilege  of  bleeding  or  stimulating  as 
he  thought  best,  when  called  to  the  bed-side  of  the  sick.  His  con- 
clusion was,  as  we  may  safely  infer  from  his  practice,  not  less  than 
his  expressed  opinion,  that,  while  there  was  not,  perhaps,  BO  great  a 
difference  as  to  the  mortality  attending  the  treatment  of  the  oppos- 
ing sects,  as  many  might  suppose,  the  deaths  were  more  numerous 
among  the  disciples  of  Brown.  Their  patients,  however,  when  they 
did  recover,  got  well  quickly — a  circumstance  which  by  no  means 
demonstrates  the  soundness  of  their  practice — while  those  who  were 
subjected  to  the  free  use  of  the  lancet,  etc.,  bml  a  longer  and  often 
trying  convalescence  ;  a  mixed  plan  of  practice,  judiciously  pursued, 
more  frequently  than  either,  saving  life,  and  procuring  a  happy 
recovery.  With  abundant  confidence  in  the  remedial  power  of 
medicinal  agents,  Dr.  Sumner  employed  them  with  freedom,  though 
of  course  with  discrimination  and  prudence.  He  was  careful  to 
avoid  extremes.  While  his  practice  in  all  acute  forms  of  disease, 
characterized  by  increased  vital  action,  was  decidedly  antiphlogis- 
tic, he  did  not  often  use  the  lancet.  He  trusted  more  to  cathartics, 
calomel  and  opium,  tart,  antim.  et  potass,  etc.,  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  object;  setting  them  aside,  as  BOOU  as  a  change  of  con- 
dition in  the  patient,  rendered  it,  in  his  opinion,  safe.  If  tin-  powers 
of  nature  were  equal  to  the  task  of  procuring  a  reasonably  prompt 
convalescence,  he  would  leave  them  to  perform  it  ;  otherwise  aiding 
them,  by  appropriate  tonic  and  invigorating  remedies. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  numerous  forms  of  nervous  disease,  more 
trying  and  difficult  to  manage,  probably,  than  any  other,  Dr.  Sumner 
was  largely  employed,  and  eminently  successful.  These  constitute, 
at  once  the  test  of  his  ever  enduring  patience  and  amiability,  the 
evidence  of  his  good  sense  and  professional  knowledge,  and  also  of 
that  power,  for  which  he  was  remarkable,  of  acquiring  and  main- 
taining for  as  long  a  period  as  was  required,  the  friendship  and 
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confidence  of  his  patients.  Though  it  is  probably  a  fact,  that  phy- 
sicians, as  a  class,  devote  themselves  more  closely  to  their  pursuits 
than  any  other,  it  is  equally  true,  that  there  is  a  difference  among 
them  in  this  respect ;  some  taking  more  time  than  others,  for  re- 
laxation and  repose.  Of  Dr.  Sumner  it  may  truly  be  said,  that 
for  much  the  greater  portion  of  thirty  years  of  his  professional  life, 
his  labors  were  almost  unceasing.  He  rose  every  morning,  but  to 
repeat  his  round  of  professional  duty ;  and  never  retired  at  night, 
secure  of  undisturbed  repose.  As  an  evidence  of  the  little  variety 
which,  in  one  sense,  the  life  of  a  physician  affords,  and  also,  as  a 
proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  above  statement,  I  cite  the  following. 
"When  the  propriety  of  each  member's  furnishing  a  brief  sketch  of 
his  life,  for  the  use  of  the  Society,  was  under  consideration — some 
six  years  ago — Dr.  Sumner  remarked,  "  I  can  only  say  for  myself, 
that  I  have  been  here  for  thirty  years,  without  leaving  my  post 
during  the  time."  Though  this  statement  was  not  intended  to  be 
literally  understood,  it  nevertheless  approximates  so  nearly  to  the 
truth,  as  to  require  very  little  qualification. 

Another  pleasing  and  prominent  trait  in  the  character  of  our  asso- 
ciate, which  it  would  be  wrong  not  to  notice  with  some  particularity, 
though  it  has  often  been  adverted  to  in  the  course  of  this  sketch,  was 
his  unvarying  and  cordial  good  nature.  Nothing  seemed  to  disturb 
the  even  flow  of  his  spirits,  or  to  produce  an  irritable  frame  of  mind. 
Though  this  resulted,  in  part,  from  his  constitutional  temperament, 
doubtless — an  abounding  charity,  had  much  to  do  with  the  exhibi- 
tions of  this  amiable  characteristic.  He  had  studied  man — knew 
what  was  in  him — and  the  sometimes  painful  and  uncontrollable 
reactions  of  a  disordered  body,  upon  the  mental  and  moral  manifesta- 
tions. He  was,  therefore,  always  prepared  for  them,  no  matter  in 
what  way,  or  under  what  disguises  they  appeared;  and  was  never 
betrayed,  either  into  harshness  of  language  or  severity  of  manner. 

What  has  previously  been  said,  anticipates,  to  some  extent,  and 
may  be  thought,  indeed,  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  remarks 
that  might  otherwise  be  deemed  appropriate,  relative  to  the  extent 
and  character  of  Dr.  Sumner's  practice.  I  will  venture,  however,  to 
state,  that  he  began  among  the  poor,  in  the  obscure  quarters  and 
suburbs  of  the  city ;  attending  upon  them  for  all  forms  of  disease, 
both  medical  and  surgical ;  calling  for  assistance  only  when  opera- 
tions were  required.  Gradually  advancing,  he  at  length  found  his 
patients  among  the  educated,  wealthy  and  refined  ;  and,  subsequently, 
a  large  share  of  his  practice  was  confined  to  this  class;  though  he 
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never  forgot,  nor  intentionally  neglected  his  early  patrons  and  friends. 
It  may  well  be  supposed,  that  the  demands  of  the  two,  would  be 
great,  and  almost  incessant — by  night,  as  well  as  by  day.  Such  was 
the  fact ;  and  abundantly  accounts  for  all  that  we  now  know.  The 
tax  upon  his  powers,  steadily  and  continually  made,  year  after  year, 
was  too  great  to  be  endured ; — a  premature  old  age,  and  a  compara- 
tively early  death,  were  the  direct  and  inevitable  consequences. 

Dr.  Sumner  was  stout,  of  a  lymphatic  and  nervous  temperament, 
about  five  feet,  eight  inches  in  height ;  weighing  not  far  from  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  pounds.  His  head  was  large,  and,  phrenologically 
speaking,  the  faculties  were  all  well  balanced  and  proportioned.  His 
features  were  massive,  well  marked,  and  eminently  expressive  of 
benevolence  and  good  sense.  His  movements  were  slow,  and  when 
on  foot,  his  gait  much  resembled  that  of  a  sailor,  in  his  first  walks — 
after  a  long  voyage — upon  shore.  This  is  attributable,  doubtle--,  t" 
the  fact  that  he  usually  rode;  rarely  testing  his  own  powers  of  loco- 
motion. The  only  complaint  which  ever  found  expression  on  the  part 
of  his  patrons  or  friends  was,  that  he  was  not  prompt  enough  in  re- 
sponding to  professional  calls.  If,  however,  he  was  not  always 
prompt,  he  was  sure  to  come  sooner  or  later;  for,  after  having  begun 
the  day,  he  had  no  repose  until  every  engagement  was  attended  to, 
every  duty  done.  He  rarely  retired  before  eleven  o'clock,  and  always 
closed  the  day  by  smoking  a  single  cigar,  anil  drinking  a  glass  "I 
wine — a  limit  which  he  never  exceeded.  His  house  was  proverbially 
the  abode  of  "  Hospitality."  His  accomplished  lady  and  lovely  fam- 
ily made  welcome  a  host  of  attached  friends,  who  enjoyed  all  that 
refined  tastes,  cultivated  minds,  and  generous  hearts,  could  bestow. 
Though  for  many  years  he  was  always  occupied  and  weighed  down 
with  professional  anxieties  and  cares,  the  doctor  dearly  loved  the 
seasons  given  to  relaxation  and  his  family;  and  though  moments  of 
leisure  rarely  were  his,  at  other  than  times  required  to  take  needed 
sustenance  or  repose,  they  were  to  him  moments  of  exquisite  enjoy- 
ment. But  as  in  other  united  and  happy  families,  changes,  often  sud- 
den and  unexpected,  break  in  upon  their  peace,  BO  in  his,  at  a 
moment  when  least  expected,  the  destroyer  came,  and  sounds  of  joy 
and  gladness  gave  place  to  lamentations  and  wo.  To  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Sumner  succeeded  other  changes,  all  of  which  but  seemed 
to  increase  the  contrast,  already  so  painfully  apparent  For  sev- 
eral rears  previously,  Dr.  Sumner  had  experienced  evidences  of 
a  gradual  failure  of  nervous  power,  if  not  of  positive  disease  ;  having, 
in  consequence  of  it,  been  obliged  to  relieve  himself,  to  some  extent, 
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of  his  professional  engagements,  and  in  the  spring  of  1850,  he  was 
induced,  by  the  urgent  solicitations  of  his  friends,  compelled,  also,  by 
his  own  convictions  of  its  necessity,  to  make  a  voyage  to  Europe. 
Few,  if  any  Americans,  who  have  never  visited  the  old  world, 
had  so  thoroughly  informed  themselves  as  to  the  history  of  events, 
localities  of  interest,  or  the  names  and  genealogy  of  personages  of 
distinction,  both  in  Church  and  State,  as  Dr.  Sumner ;  and  he  unques- 
tionably saw  more,  and  enjoyed  more,  and  acquired  a  greater  amount 
of  accurate  information,  in  consequence  of  this  peculiar  fitness,  than 
most  do  or  can,  from  a  much  more  extended,  and  equally  favorable 
opportunity.  He  spent  some  months  abroad,  chiefly  in  England, 
and  returned  in  the  fall,  greatly  refreshed,  if  not  essentially  im- 
proved. He  at  once  entered  again  upon  his  former  labors,  and  though 
he  endeavored  to  favor  himself,  and  for  the  most  part  declined  all 
night  engagements,  it.  was  too  soon  perceived  by  his  friends,  that  his 
constitutional  powers  were  failing;  probably  beyond  repair.  His 
mind  was  at  times  clouded,  his  tongue  with  difficulty  performed  its 
office  ;  his  limbs  were  weak,  and  his  gait  unsteady.  From  time  to 
time,  indeed,  he  suffered  from  attacks  resembling  paralysis ;  but 
gradually  recovered  the  use  of  the  parts  involved  in  the  seizure ;  yet 
was  left  by  each,  with  less  of  vital  energy  and  strength,  than  he 
previously  enjoyed.  But  so  long  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  get  into 
and  out  of  his  carriage,  and  the  weather  was  not  unfavorable,  he 
continued  to  be  seen  in  the  streets,  slowly  driving  about,  cheerfully, 
though  faintly,  acknowledging  the  recognitions  of  his  friends,  and 
protected  by  his  overcoat,  which  he  wore  during  all  but  the  warmest 
days  of  July  and  August.  As  the  cool  weather  of  autumn  ap- 
proached, both  inclination  and  the  state  of  his  health,  induced  him  to 
seek  for  the  quiet,  and  cheering  warmth  of  his  chamber ;  and  during 
the  fall  of  1853,  it  may  be  said  that  the  period  of  his  active  labors 
was  brought  to  a  close.  Free  from  suffering,  with  a  mind  still  capa- 
ble of  moderate  exercise  and  enjoyment,  with  but  occasional  inter- 
ruptions by  returns  of  his  former  attacks,  he  spent  the  winter 
following,  rather  pleasantly  than  otherwise ;  reading  himself,  or  lis- 
tening to  the  reading  of  others,  as  suited  his  fancy  at  the  time ; 
keeping  himself  fully  informed  on  all  public  matters,  by  reading  the 
daily  papers,  and  receiving  the  frequent  calls  of  his  many  sympa- 
thizing friends. 

Though  the  confinement  of  the  winter,  in  connection  with  the 
steady,  but  slow  advance  of  his  disease,  had  diminished  the  little 
strength  which  he  previously  possessed,  the  warmth  and  brilliancy  of 
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the  returning  spring  of  1854,  inspired  him  with  the  desire  and  resolu- 
tion to  attempt  once  more  to  get  abroad ;  and  on  several  occasions, 
during  the  succeeding  summer,  he  rode  out  and  visited  those  parts 
of  the  city  where  public  improvements  were  in  progress  : — the 
Retreat,  Asylum,  etc.  But  increasing  weakness,  which  had  already, 
for  the  most  part,  long  confined  him  to  his  bed.  and  the  advancing 
season,  again  closed  upon  him  the  doors  of  his  chamber,  which  he 
was  never  again  to  leave.  Daring  the  autumn,  his  strength  was 
greatly  reduced  by  a  severe,  but  short  attack  of  diarrhea;  and,  as  ln- 
said  to  a  friend  afterward,  he  found  it  much  easier  to  lose  strength 
than  to  regain  it.  Some  weeks  before  his  death,  a  frightful  attack  of 
cerebral  congestion  occurred,  which  it  was  thought  by  all,  would 
speedily  put  an  end  to  1 1 i  — -  life;  but,  most  unexpectedly,  he  grad- 
ually recovered  the  use  of  his  reason,  and  lived,  only  to  drag  out 
.i  brief  period  of  existence,  which  a  nervous  system,  rendered  exces- 
sively susceptible  by  long  confinement,  and  aggravated  l>v  extensive 
bed  sores,  made  one  of  agony;  being  finally  released  from  his  Buffet 
ings,   early  on  the  morning  of  February  20th,  r855. 

During  the  whole  of  his  protracted  and  peculiarly  trying  illness, 
the  same  serene  cheerfulness  which  characterized  him  in  health, 
continued — no  murmurings  were  heard,  no  irritability  exhibited. 
His  simple,  yet  sustaining  faith  in  the  promise-  of  tin1  Gospel,  his 
reliance  upon  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer  for  Salvation,  and  his  trust 
in  a  risen  Saviour,  were  during  life  his  comfort,  and  in  the  last  con- 
flict his  support.  Without  the  slightest  ostentation,  or  pretense  to 
unusual  sanctity,  no  disciple  was  more  devout  and  conscientious, 
none  loved  his  church  and  its  ordinances  with  a  warmer  or  more 
tender  love;  nor  did  any  hold  more  frequent  or  delighted  intercourse 
with  his  fellow-Christians  and  the  clergy-  With  ;ill  tlii-,  bis  spirit 
was  eminently  liberal  and  catholic.  He  would  oblige  no  one  to  en- 
tertain a  like  belief  with  himself,  nor  doubt  either  the  sincerity  or 
piety  of  those  who  might  worship  the  same  God.  under  other  form.-. 
or  other  creeds.  The  funeral  ceremonies  were  performed  at  Christ 
Church,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  of  February — and  a  house  filled 
in  its  every  part,  the  profound  and  solemn  stillness  that  prevailed 
throughout  the  service,  and  the  crowd  that  followed  hi-  remain-  i,, 
the  grave,  and  saw  them  deposited  in  their  last  resting-place,  attested 
the  public  grief  for  his  lo-s.  and  the  respect  entertained  for  the 
memory  of  the  departed. 

l  nu  have  here  presented  to  you.  gentlemen,  in  a  plain,  and  I  hope 
truthful  sketch,  however  imperfectly  drawn,  and  unworthy  of  the 
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theme  which  I  have  undertaken — an  outline  of  the  life  of  our  late 
associate.  It  is  for  each  of  us  to  decide  for  himself,  what  lesson  he 
will  learn  from  it,  what  benefit  he  will  strive  to  secure,  what  stimulus 
it  shall  give  to  high  and  honorable  purposes.  To  have  enjoyed  the 
blessing  of  so  bright  an  example,  is  not  without  its  responsibilities. 
The  character  and  conduct  are  both  affected,  whether  we  will  it  or  not> 
by  the  moral  atmosphere  in  which  we  live,  and  the  good  which  we 
accept  or  refuse. 

The  season  of  preparation  for  professional  practice  has  indeed 
passed,  beyond  recall;  yet  if  in  any  case,  that  opportunity  has  been 
neglected,  or  but  partially  improved,  there  is  much  precious  time 
still  remaining,  which  faithfully  and  advantageously  employed,  may 
enable  us  to  make  up  for  many  and  great  deficiencies.  "We  can  here 
safely  recur  to  the  example  of  our  subject,  in  proof  of  the  value  of 
time  well  spent,  of  effort  judiciously  and  perseveringly  made.  We 
learn  also,  that  it  was  a  life-long  devotion  to  study  and  good  works, 
that  gave  him  the  position  he  occupied.  He  continually  availed  him- 
self of  those  opportunities,  ever  presenting  themselves  to  all  of  us, 
which  offered,  for  benefiting  others  as  well  as  himself;  at  once  encourag- 
ing every  benevolent  tendency  of  his  nature,  and  counteracting  that 
selfishness,  which  finds  a  lodgment,  and  often  a  soil  but  too  well 
suited  to  its  growth,  in  every  breast.  He  was  also,  an  active  mem- 
ber of  those  medical  organizations  to  which  he  belonged,  a  field  in 
which,  even  our  personal  experiences  teach  us,  much  may  be  done 
for  our  own,  and  others'  good.  Though  occupied  with  his  profession, 
beyond  most  men,  he  still  found  time  to  read,  and  to  study,  not  merely 
what  high  professional  aims,  and  the  progress  of  knowledge  demanded, 
but  much  sound  and  useful  matter  of  a  somewhat  miscellaneous 
character,  which  gave  a  symmetry  and  finish  to  his  mind  and  charac- 
ter which  he  might  not  otherwise  have  possessed ;  increasing  his 
usefulness,  and  adding  charms  to  his  intercourse  with  general  society. 
"We  are  further  taught  by  this  precious  example,  the  worth  of  simple, 
yet  cultivated  manners  and  goodness  of  heart.  Though  the  former 
is  alone  an  acquired  excellence,  no  one  can  claim  entire  exemption 
from  the  responsibilities  that  flow  from  the  possession  of  the  other. 

There  is  implanted  in  every  human  being,  more  or  less  suscepti- 
bility to  suffering,  whatever  form  it  may  take,  or  from  whatever 
cause  arise.  Add  to  this,  high  moral  and  religious  principle,  and 
it  secures  to  its  possessor,  all  of  this  quality  or  attribute  in  its  most 
reliable  form,  that  can  be  useful,  or  perhaps  desired.  The  two, 
admirably  blended  in  the  every  day -life  of  our  late  associate;  both, 
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indeed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  yet  by  no  means  to  such  an  extent,  as 
to  discourage  imitation,  or  render  its  attempt  useless  or  unprofitable. 
Truly,  in  whatever  aspect  we  regard  the  life  of  our  departed 
brother,  and  hence  its  peculiar  value  to  us,  we  find  everything  to 
imitate,  yet  nothing  inimitable.  Shall  we  not  therefore  study  it,  and 
practice  upon  its  teachings,  .-o  as  to  make  up  to  ourselves,  so  far  as 
possible,  the  great  loss,  otherwise  irreparable,  we  have  sustained  in 
his  death. 


Registration  %  Jlasts  of  Hanitarn  Reform. 


BT    STEPHEN    O.    HUBBARD,    M.    D.,    NEW    HAVEN. 


While  it  is  the  peculiar  office  of  physicians  to  cure  disease  and 
alleviate  human  suffering,  it  is  highly  appropriate  that,  as  a  class 
and  as  individuals,  we  should  be  identified  with  every  movement 
having  for  its  object,  the  prevention  of  disease  and  the  promotion  of 
longevity. 

With  this  view,  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  I  propose  to 
remark  briefly,  on  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  great  Sanitary 
Reform,  which,  although  foreshadowed  centuries  ago,  has  only  within 
a  very  few  years  received  the  legislative  aid  necessary  to  insure  it- 
more  general  adoption  ;  but  more  particularly  of  Registration,  the 
basis  of  that  reform. 

The  preservation  of  the  public  health  has  from  the  earliest  peri: 
ods  received  the  attention  of  physicians,  philosophers,  and  States- 
men ;  and  did  time  permit,  it  would  be  interesting  to  trace  the  course 
of  this  movement — keeping  pace  with  advancing  civilization — as  it 
shows  itself  in  the  laws  revealed  to  the  Jews,  enforcing  cleanliness — 
purification — protection  from  contagious  diseasesv  and  the  general 
preservation  of  health  ;  and  in  the  legislation  of  Greece,  where  no 
city  was  without  its  health  officer,  and  Epaminondas,  Demosthenes, 
and  Plutarch  served  in  that  capacity;  or  in  the  history  of  ancient 
Rome,  where  wc  find  the  most  extensive,  and  sagacious  plans  were 
iu  operation,  for  ventilation,  sewerage,  and  an  abundant  supply  of 
water. 

Indeed,  it  is  easy  to  see  from  collections  of  Roman  antiquities, 
that  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  health  in  that  city,  were  of  a  \^ry 
radical,  and  peremptory  character,  and  were  executed  with  a  degree 
of  vigor  and  impartiality  almost  unknown  to  us  ;  and  it  is  to  this 
vigilant  forethought  that,  in  the  absence  of  other  organizing  agen- 
10 
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cies  discovered  only  in  later  times,  we  may  attribute  the  success 
with  which  that  remarkable  people  preserved  social  order,  through 
so  dense  and  vast  a  mass  of  human  beings. 

What  was  previously  known  of  the  science  of  public  health,  how- 
ever, perished  in  the  general  wreck  of  civilization  which  followed 
the  invasion  of  the  barbarians ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
sanitary  regulations  whatever,  existed  from  the  seventh  to  the  four- 
teenth century.  In  those  dark  ages,  the  people  lived  without  law  of 
any  kind,  and  consequently  frightful  epidemics  often  desolated  the 
land. 

In  1350,  King  James  2nd  of  France,  turned  his  attention  to  this 
subject,  and  established  an  ordinance  which  has  been  considered  the 
commencement  of  Sanitary  Reform  ;  but  it  went  little  farther  than 
to  prohibit  the  keeping  of  swine  in  cities,  and  regulate  the  sale  of 
meats  and  fish — and  for  nearly  two  hundred  years  the  only  attention 
the  subject  received,  was  to  remove  from  cities  some  offensive  manu- 
factures. During  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  it  became 
apparent,  that  the  first  step  toward  a  radical  improvement  in  the 
physical  condition  of  a  nation,  and  the  enactment  of  laws  tending  to 
increase  the  average  duration  of  life,  was  a  collection  of  its  vital 
statistics. 

"  That  upon  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  three  important 
eras  of  existence,  birth,  marriage  and  death,  depended  to  a  very 
great  extent,  the  physical,  moral  and  civil  condition  of  the  human 
family. 

"  And  that  a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  is  necessary  for  a 
full  comprehension  of  important  means  for  the  certain  advancement 
of  the   population  of  states  in  health,  prosperity  and  civilization." 

The  conviction  of  these  truths,  led  to  the  establishment  at  Geneva, 
in  1549,  of  the  first  system  of  registration  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths.  The  result  was,  the  discovery  of  such  an  alarming  state  of 
facts  concerning  the  low  value  of  life  in  that  city,  as  led  to  the 
enactment  of  wise  sanitary  regulations,  which  have  been  amended 
and  enforced  through  a  long  series  of  years.  As  a  consequence, 
the  mean  duration  of  life  increased  more  than  five  times  from  1550 
to  1833;  and  with  the  increase  of  population,  and  more  prolonged 
duration  of  life,  happiness  and  prosperity  were  promoted  :  although 
with  advanced  prosperity,  marriages  became  fewer  and  later,  and 
thus  the  number  of  births  was  reduced,  a  greater  number  of  infants 
born  were  preserved,  and  the  number  of  adults  with  whom  lies  the 
strength  and  greatness  of  the  state,  became  larger. 
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"  Toward  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  probable  dura- 
tion of  life  was  not  twenty  years ;  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century  it  reached  to  thirty-two  years ;  and  now  it  is  more  than 
forty-five  years,  while  the  real  productive  power  of  the  population 
has  increased  in  much  greater  proportion  than  its  increase  in  num- 
bers.'' 

The  registers  there,  as  in  many  of  the  cities  of  France,  are  viewed 
as  preappointed  evidences  of  civil  rights ;  and  now.  no  person  can 
inherit  property,  administer  upon  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person. 
or  marry,  without  exhibiting  from  these  records,  his  right  to  do  so. 

In  Prussia  and  the  German  states,  these  measures  are  attended 
to  with  great  exactness.  Every  fact  appertaining  to  the  health,  lives 
and  condition  of  the  inhabitants,  i*  carefully  collated  and  published 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  In  nearly  all  the  European  -tale- 
besides  those  mentioned,  facts  in  connection  with  this  subject  are 
registered  and  collected  in  the  must  scientific  and  systematic  manner. 
And  to  use  the  language  of  a  distinguished  American, — 

"  Whatever  we  Americans  may  say  to  the  contrary,  the  average 
longevity  in  many  places  where  these  measures  have  been  in  opera- 
tion, appeals  greater  than  with  US.  Indeed,  we  have  no  little  reason 
to  fear  that,  unless  something  i-  done  to  arrest  the  progress  and 
pressure  of  the  causes  of  mortality  in  this  country,  we  shall  be  in 
danger  of  possessing  only  a  very  young  and  immature  population.'' 

"  The  average  age  at  death  in  many  of  our  large  cities  as  far  as 
returns  enable  it  to  be  shown,  is  under  twenty  years — a  fact  which 
can  only  be  due  to  the  unfavorable  physical  circumstances  of  the 
people,  and  their  ignorance  of  the  true  means  of  living,  and  avoid- 
ing disease." 

In  England,  the  public  attention  was  awakened  to  this  subject 
about  thirty  years  ago,  by  an  able  article  in  the  Westminister 
Review  on  "the  casualties  of  sickness  and  mortality,"  by  Edwin 
Chadwick,  Esq.,  at  that  time  a  young  barrister  in  London,  ,-nd  to 
whom  more  than  to  any  other  the  cause  is  indebted — and  whose 
name  should  be  handed  down  to  posterity  as  one  of  the  great  reform- 
ers of  his  age. 

1  lr.  T.  Southwood  Smith,  with  whose  work  on  Fever  we  are  all 
familiar,  is  another  individual  who  has  been  prominent  in  all  the 
sanitary  movements  in  England,  and  to  whom  the  world  is  greatly 
indebted  for  his  active  efforts  in  this  direction.  These  gentlemen 
have  been  frequently  called  by  parliament  to  serve  with  others  on 
various  commissions  of  inquiry  concerning  the  several  branches  of 
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Hygienic  reform,  particularly  in  regard  to  their  pauper  system.  One 
of  their  reports  shows  that  one-fourth  of  all  their  pauperism  is  the 
result  of  preventable  disease. 

The  registration  act  of  England,  after  which  all  similar  laws  in 
the  United  States  have  been  more  or  less  closely  copied,  was  intro- 
duced in  parliament  by  Lord  John  Russell,  and  went  into  operation 
July  1,  1837. 

Says  a  writer  in  the  London  Lancet, 

"  This  was  the  most  important  sanitary  measure,  ever  adopted  in 
England.  Before  that  time  a  perfect  chaos  respecting  population 
and  mortality,  reigned.  Since  then,  a  mass  of  statistics,  relating  to 
life,  health  and  disease  has  been  accumulating,  which  will  exert, 
and  is  exerting  an  immensely  beneficial  influence  upon  the  physical 
and  moral  welfare  of  these  realms,  and  indeed  ultimately  upon  ever)' 
people  on  the  face  of  the  globe." 

"  The  discoveries  of  Astronomy  have  not  a  more  palpable  applica- 
tion to  navigation  and  commerce,  nor  the  investigations  in  Chemistry 
to  manufactures,  than  have  the  statistics  of  health  and  disease  to 
physical  and  moral  regeneration." 

This  prophecy  is  now  in  process  of  fulfillment ;  the  influence  of 
this  movement  has  reached  our  own  shores,  and  in  several  of  the 
States  has  led  to  the  establishment  of  systems  of  registration  on  a 
similar  plan. 

To  Massachusetts  belongs  the  honor  of  taking  the  lead  among  the 
States,  in  the  march  of  sanitary  reform,  at  the  instigation  of  a  dis- 
tinguished statistician  of  Boston,  Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq.,  to  whose 
reports  and  correspondence  I  am  indebted  for  many  valuable  facts. 
Responding  to  the  call  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  the 
legislature  in  1842,  enacted  a  registration  law,  which  has  been  from 
time  to  time  amended,  as  experience  of  its  practical  workings  indi- 
cated, until  it  has  been  brought  to  a  good  degree  of  perfection  and 
efficiency. 

New  York  soon  passed  a  similar  law,  and  was  followed  in  1852,  by 
Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey  and  Kentucky,  in  all  of  which  States. 
annual  reports  have  since  been  published. 

In  the  Connecticut  colony,  the  first  registration  act  was  passed  in 
1644.  On  the  third  of  June,  it  was  "  Ordered,  that  the  Towne 
Clarkes  or  Registers  in  the  seuerall  Townes  within  this  Jurisdiction, 
shall  ech  of  them  keepe  a  record  of  the  day  of  mariedge  of  euery 
p'son  hereafter  maried  w"'in  theire  libertyes,  and  of  the  day  of  the 
birth  of  euery  child  hereafter  borne,  to  who  the  parent  of  the  child 
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shall  w"in  three  daye3  after  the  birth  of  his  child  certifie  the  day  of 
the  childs  birth,  and  to  who  euery  man  that  shall  be  maried  shall 
w"'in  three  dayes  after  his  mariedge  certifie  his  mariedge  day,  vnder 
the  penalty  of  5s,  euery  default.  The  said  Register  is  to  recenue 
virf.  for  recording  the  day  of  mariedge  Ac  iid.  for  recording  the  birth 
of  the  child." 

In  the  laws  as  subsequently  codified — it  was  required  that  "euery 
new  maried  man  shall  likewise  bring  in  a  certificate  of  his  Marriage, 
under  the  hand  of  the  Magistrate  ir  married  him.  to  the  said  Regis" 
ter."  "If  any  person  shall  neglect  to  bring  in  a  noate  or  certificate  as 
aforesaid,  together  with  three  pence  a  name,  to  t he  said  Register,  for 
all  Births  and  Deaths — and  six  pence  for  each  marriage,  to  be 
recorded,  more  than  one  month  after  jneh  Birth,  Death  or  Marriage, 
shall  forfeit*  for  euery  default  five  shillings,  and  the  penalty  further 
increased  rppon  longer  neglect,  according  to  the  judgement  of  thi 
Court;'  and  the  Register  waa  required  to  send  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Court  an  annual  transcript,  together  with  a  third  part  of  the  fees, 
under  the  penalty  of  forty  shillings  for  every  neglect.  A  similar 
record  was  commenced  at  New  Haven  in  the  following  year,  and 
both  were  continued  until  the  opening  of  the  Revolution. 

Although  these  records  were  \erv  imperfect,  and  contained  merely 
the  names  of  persons  who  died,  were  married,  or  born,  they  have 
proved  of  great  value  in  tracing  genealogies,  and  titles  to  property; 
and  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  returns  BUch  as  they 
were,  were  inure  promptly  made  than  they  are  at  present 

The  Registration  law  now  in  operation  in  this  State  i>  in  the  main 
excellent  ;  and  if  universally  complied  with,  would  develops  a  mass 
of  valuable  fects  which  could  not  fail  of  exerting  a  great  and  lasting 
influence  on  our  prosperity. 

It  is  intended  to  accomplish  two  great  objects. 

First.  To  preserve  the  name,  and  afford  the  means  if  identifying 
the  connections,  and  some  facts  concerning  the  personal  history  of 
even/  person  who  is  born,  marries,  or  dies  in  the  community. 

Second.  To  determine  how  health,  life  and  longevity  are  affected 
In/  ai/e,  sex,  condition  and  occupation ;  by  climate,  season  and  place 
,,f  residence  ;  and  by  the  diseases  to  which  under  any  circumstances 
man  may  be  subject. 

To  accomplish  the  first  object,  certificates  of  birth  should  in  all 
cases  state  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother-ihe  nationality  of  both 
parents,  and  as  children  are  often  not  named  when  the  return  is 
made,  it  should  Btate  the  number  of  the  child-whether  first,  or  second, 
\e..  in  addition  to  those  items  now  required. 
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Marriage  certificates  should  also  state  in  addition  the  names  and 
residence  of  the  parents  of  both  parties,  and  the  names  of  witnesses. 

Certificates  of  deaths  should  also  state  in  addition,  the  names  of  the 
parents  of  the  deceased,  and  their  nationality.  In  order  to  determine 
identity,  it  is  necessary  that  these,  and  all  the  facts  now  required,  should 
be  recorded  with  exactness.  Physicians  in  too  many  cases,  omit  one 
or  more  of  these  facts,  without  reflection  that  perhaps  the  very  one 
which  they  consider  of  so  little  consequence,  may  be  hereafter  of 
the  first  importance  to  that  individual  or  his  friends,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  loss  which  science  sustains  in  the  omission  of  a  fact. 

Records  of  this  kind  are  of  great  importance  in  the  various  civil 
relations  of  society;  and  will  secure  to  all  classes  numerous  legal 
rights.  It  is  useful  to  all  persons,'  and  to  some  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance,  to  be  able  to  prove  in  a  legal  way,  their  age  and  place  of 
birth ;  and  equally  important  is  the  day  of  death,  and  the  particulars 
of  the  marriage  contract. 

Who  does  not  know  of  individuals  who  have  failed  to  obtain  their 
rights  of  property,  or  have  suffered  in  reputation,  for  the  want  of 
such  legal  proof  of  events  and  identity,  as  this  law  proposes  to 
furnish? 

A  family  once  resident  in  New  Haven,  the  undoubted  heirs  by 
the  mother's  side  of  a  princely  fortune  in  England,  failed  to  receive 
it,  for  the  reason  that  a  single  fact  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
chain  of  evidence  otherwise  conclusive  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
millions  of  property  in  England,  rightfully  belonging  to  parties  in 
this  country,  have  been  forfeited  to  the  British  Crown,  because  no 
legal  record  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  had  been  kept. 

The  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Dwight,  President  of  Yale  College, 
was  for  many  years  unable  to  procure  the  pension  to  which  her 
husband's  services  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution  entitled  her,  for 
the  reason  that  she  had  no  proof  of  her  marriage,  no  record  having 
been  made,  and  the  witnesses  being  dead ;  she  finally  obtained  it, 
however,  through  the  aid  of  Joel  R.  Poinsett,  while  Secretary  of 
War.  He  ordered  it  to  be  granted,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
to  be  supposed  that  so  wise  and  good  a  man  as  his  old  and  venerated 
instructor,  would  have  lived  all  his  life  with  a  woman  who  was  not 
his  wife.  How  many  families  in  this  State  would  have  been  made 
glad,  or  have  been  saved  from  expensive  litigation  and  pecuniary 
ruin,  had  such  a  plan  of  registration  been  faithfully  carried  out. 

The  records  kept  in  New  Haven  have  been  repeatedly  brought 
into  requisition  within  two  years,  as  legal  evidence  in  suits  affecting 
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the  social  rights  of  individuals.  Copies  have  been  required  in  order 
to  settle  estates  in  England,  Germany,  Cuba,  New  York  and  Mass- 
achusetts, besides  for  other  purposes  within  this  State  ;  and  I  presume 
similar  facts  are  known  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  So  far  as  my 
observation  extends,  the  law  is  increasingly  popular  with  the  more 
intelligent  portions  of  every  community,  who  justly  regard  it  as 
capable  of  conferring  upon  the  State,  numerous  benefits,  the  importance 
of  which  can  not  be  estimated. 

.  To  accomplish  the  second  object,  the  record  should  show  a  class 
of  facts  different  from  those  necessary  to  prove  identity,  though  in 
some  particulars  they  are  the  same;  but  as  these  are  all  included  in 
the  present  law,  I  need  not  mention  them  here,  except  to  remark 
that  the  attending  physician  should  in  all  cases  be  careful  to  state 
in  a  certificate  of  birth,  the  aget  of  the  parents,  which  many  omit 
to  do:  this  appears  at  first  but  a  trifling  matter,  yet  in  future  yean 
such  facts  will  prove  of  great  service  in  determining  the  laws  of 
population. 

Wc  shall  know  by  these  means  what  is  the  proportion  of  births 
and  deaths  among  our  foreign  population,  an  item  at  present  of  pecu- 
liar interest ;  also  of  what  diseases  the  foreign  born  and  their  children 
die.  Forming  as  they  do  everywhere,  a  large  and  increasing  element 
in  our  population,  frequently  bringing  with  them  the  seeds  of  disease 
and  death,  this  becomes  a  matter  of  scrimis  import. 

The  register  in  New  Haven  exhibits  the  fact,  I  believe,  that  a 
majority  of  the  children  who  die  there,  are  of  foreign  parentage,  and 
that  of  these  the  larger  part  die  between  three  anil  live  years  of  age. 
If  this  statement  is  correct,  and  should  be  corroborated  in  the  other 
large  towns — the  principal  foci  of  the  foreign  population — it  would 
be  an  interesting  and  useful  fact.  It  is  ea-y  to  see  that  by  tin'  accu- 
mulation of  facts,  Registration  will  lead  to  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  aid  in  the  diminution  of  sickness — (and  one-half  of 
all  that  occurs,  is  believed  to  In-  unnecessary  and  preventable) — in  the 
security  of  life — in  the  improvement  of  the  general  physical  condition 
of  the  people,  and  in  promoting  their  greatest  happiness. 

Among  the  other  important  considerations  connected  with  this 
subject,  is  its  bearing  on  Life  Insurance. 

It  was  long  ago  ascertained  in  Europe,  that  the  reproduction,  the 
life,  the  sickness  and  death  of  man.  are  regulated  by  certain  fixed 
and  natural  laws,  which  vary,  of  course,  according  to  the  individual, 
and  the  circumstances  by  which  he  is  surrounded.  These  laws  have 
not  yet  been  investigated  in  their  application  to  man  in  the  circum- 
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stances  in  which  he  is  placed  in  this  country — neither  can  it  be 
done  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge  on  this  subject. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  many  facts  exist,  which  render  the 
operation  of  these  laws  peculiar  to  ourselves ;  and  it  is  highly  desira- 
ble, on  this  account  also,  that  a  system  of  registration  of  human  life, 
by  which  they  may  be  obtained,  should  be  faithfully  carried  into 
operation. 

Life  Insurance,  as  common  in  England  as  insurance  on  property, 
is  becoming  a  very  important  interest  in  this  country  ;  and  it  has 
always  been  regretted  that  insurance  companies  are  obliged  to  base 
all  their  operations  on  either  the  Carlisle  or  other  tables  of  mortality, 
prepared  in  England  many  years  ago,  and  which  never  afforded  an 
adequate   estimate  of  the   probabilities  of  life   on    this  continent. 

•'  Such  records  would  enable  us  to  construct  tables  of  mortality,  con- 
taining an  invaluable  fund  of  statistical  information,  showing  the 
various  influences  in  operation  among  us,  which  tend  to  increase  or 
diminish  our  population,  the  comparative  value  of  life  among  males 
and  females,  and  of  persons  existing  under  different  circumstances 
and  conditions;  the  comparative  prevalence  of  health  and  disease  and 
of  death,  in  the  different  seasons  of  the  year,  in  different  localities, 
and  in  the  different  periods  of  life." 

Until  we  have  such  a  class  of  facts,  we  can  not  know  the  wants  of 
our  population — nor  tell  where  to  apply  remedies  in  order  to  ame- 
liorate their  condition — to  improve  the  general  health  of  the  commu- 
nity— promote  the  security  of  life,  and  add  to  the  number  of  its  years. 
At  present,  our  exertions  must  be  influenced  by,  and  be  made  upon, 
comparatively  uncertain  theory  and  conjecture  ;  and  of  course  may 
produce  erroneous  results. 

Registration  has  developed  some  interesting  facts  of  a  more  strictly 
sanitary  character.  In  England,  it  has  been  found  that  in  those 
rural  districts  in  which  under-drainage  had  been  within  a  few  years 
generally  adopted,  the  number  of  deaths  has  much  diminished,  while 
the  cases  of  sickness  were  fewer  and  shorter ;  and  in  the  large  towns 
the  difference  between  the  ratio  of  deaths  in  the  undrained,  crowded 
localities,  and  the  better  portions  of  the  cities,  was  very  striking. 
In  the  report  of  Mr.  Glover,  superintending  medical  inspector  of  the 
London  Board  of  Health,  on  the  common  and  model  lodging-houses 
of  London,  (with  reference  to  epidemic  cholera  in  1854,)  it  is  stated 
that  in  1853,  there  were  registered  houses  of  this  kind,  accommo- 
dating about  30,000  persons,  yet,  during  the  year,  only  ten  cases  of 
fever  occurred.     Considering  the  class  of  persons  inhabiting  these 
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houses,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  three  cases  of  fever  in  everj 
10,000  of  such  persons,  is  an  almost  incredible  amount  of  sickness  of 
this  character.  "  In  all  the  houses  registered  and  unregistered,  there 
were  in  the  first  nine  months  of  last  year,  72  cases  of  cholera,  and  Gl 
deaths,  an  amount  of  sickness,  all  things  considered,  astonishingly 
small."  "  With  respect  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  model 
lodging-houses,  it  appears  from  the  various  reports,  that  these  houses 
have  enjoyed  all  but  a  complete  exemption  from  the  cholera,  the  mor- 
tality among  the  inmates  having  been  only  in  the  ratio  of  about  20  in 
1.0,000,  whereas  the  mortality,  from  cholera,  in  the  potteries,  Ken- 
sington, was  in  the  ratio  of  250  in  every  10,000;  and  in  Bermondsy, 
162  in  10,000." 

In  a  comparison  of  the  bills  of  mortality  in  London,  with  those  of 
Boston,  which  has  always  been  cited  as  a  model  city  for  cleanliness 
and  sobriety,  we  find  a  remarkable  coincidence.  In  London,  '■'<- 
per  cent,  of  the  deaths  are  those  of  children  under  five  years  of  age; 
the  average  age  of  all,  at  death.  i>  twenty-8U  and  a  halt' year- — and 
the  annual  rate  of  mortality  for  the  whole  population,  i>  1  in   10. 

'■  In  Boston,  from  1840  to  1845,  16.62  per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths 
were  those  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  ;  and  in  some  classes 
of  the  population,  more  than  62  per  cent,  were  under  that  age  ;  the 
average  age  of  all  that  died  in  the  same  period,  was  21.48  Tears,  and 
of  the  Catholic  burials,  13.43  years  only.  The  rate  of  mortality 
for  the  whole  population  for  the  last  nine  years,  was  1  in  'M — and 
for  the  last  year,  (184'.).)  1  in  26."  Showing  that  London,  with  its 
two  millions  of  people,  supplied  with  water  from  the  Thames,  into 
which  the  enormous  accumulation  of  mute  and  dead  animal  and 
vegetable  matter — the  blood  and  otl'al  of  slaughter-houses — the  drain- 
age from  dye-works,  bone-boiling  houses — and  a  thousand  nameless 
pollutions,  all  find  their  way, — with  its  crowded  streets  and  grave- 
yards, its  foul  cess-pools  and  hopeless  pauperism,  is  as  healthy  a  city 
as  Boston,  and  in  some  respects,  more  so. 

Some  of  our  other  cities  suffer  still  more  by  the  comparison.    The 
annual  average  mortality  for  the  last  eight  years,  was 
In  Philadelphia,  1  death  in  42  inhabitants. 


Boston, 

1       " 

39 

Baltimore, 

1      " 

36 

Chicago, 

1       " 

29 

New  York, 

1       " 

25 

Last  year,  the  average  ratio  of  deaths  in  Chicago,  was  1  in  18.3 
of  the  population. 
11 
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The  high  ratio  in  the  two  latter  cities,  is  owing  entirely  to  the 
larger  proportion  of  immigrants  constantly  arriving  there ;  while  in 
Chicago  full  one-half  the  entire  population  are  foreign  born,  and 
there  is  always  present,  a  floating  population  of  several  thousands, 
many  of  whom  are  yet  suffering  from  the  debilitating  effects  of  a 
long  voyage,  and  destitute  of  every  comfort  and  convenience  of  life. 

Doubtless,  among  the  principal  reasons  for  the  large  mortality  in 
this  country,  may  be  mentioned  the  great  and  frequent  changes  of 
temperature  at  all  seasons ;  the  intense  and  prolonged  heat  of  sum- 
mer, favoring  rapid  decomposition,  and  causing  diseases  of  the 
bowels,  as  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera,  &c. ;  the  excitable  and 
restless  state  of  our  population,  containing  a  large  proportion  of  for- 
eigners, among  whom  affections  of  the  bowels  and  lungs  seem  to  be 
particularly  fatal.  It  is  to  be  expected  then,  that  the  deaths  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population  would  be  more  numerous,  and  the  average 
age  at  deatli  lower,  than  in  the  slow-going  population,  and  more 
equable,  temperate  climates  of  the  old  world. 

Says  Mr.  Chadwick,  "  The  average  age  of  the  whole  of  the  living 
living  population  in  America,  so  far  as  it  can  be  deduced  from  the 
census  returns,  is  only  22  years  and  2  months.  Notwithstanding 
the  earlier  marriages,  and  the  extent  of  emigration,  and  the  general 
increase  of  population,  the  whole  circumstances  appear  to  me  to 
prove  this  to  be  the  case  of  a  population,  depressed  to  this  low  age, 
chiefly  by  the  greater  proportionate  pressure  of  the  causes  of  disease 
and  premature  mortality.  The  proportionate  numbers  at  each  inter- 
val of  age  in  every  10,000  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
England  and  Wales,  are  as  follows. 


United  States. 

England  and  Wales. 

Under  5 

years, 

1,744 

1,324 

5 

and  ur 

ider  10, 

1,417 

1,197 

10 
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15, 

1,210 

1,089 

15 

u 

20, 

1,091 

997 

20 

u 

30, 

1,816 

1,780 

30 

a 

40, 

1,160 

1,289 

40 

a 

50, 

732 

959 

50 

u 

60, 

436  ' 

645 

60 

" 

70, 

245 

440 

70 

u 

80, 

113 

216 

80 

" 

90, 

32 

59 

90  and  up 

ward, 

4 

5 

Average  age  of  all  living. 


22  yrs.  and  2  mo.  26  yrs.  and  7  mo." 
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"  It  may  be  observed,"  he  adds,  "  that  while  in  England  there  are 
5,025  persons  between  15  and  50,  who  have  3,610  children,  or  per- 
sons under  15  ;  in  America  there  are  4,789  persons  living,  between  15 
and  50  years  of  age,  who  have  4,371  children  dependent  upon  them. 

"In  JLngland,  there  are  in  every  10,000  persons,  1,365  who  have 
obtained  over  50  years  experience ;  in  America,  there  are  only  880. 

"  The  moral  consequences  of  the  predominance  of  the  young  and 
passionate  in  the  American  community,  are  attested  by  observers  to 
be  such  as  have  already  been  described  in  the  General  Sanitary 
Report,  as  characteristic  of  those  crowded,  filthy,  and  badly  adminis- 
tered districts  of  England,  where  the  average  duration  of  life  is 
short;  the  proportion  of  the  very  young  great,  and  the  adult  genera- 
tion transient.  The  adult  population  in  America,  it  has  been  Bhown, 
is  younger  than  in  England,  and  if  the  causes  of  early  death  were  to 
remain  the  same,  it  may  be  confidently  predicted  that  the  American 
population  would  remain  young  for  centuries." 

Yr-.     Mb. 

"  The  average  age  of  all  alive  above  15,  in  America,  >-  89  6 

The  average  age  of  all  alive  above  15,  in  England  &  Wales.  i*:;7  .", 

The  average  age  of  all  above  20  years,  in' America,  i-  ".7  7 

In  the  whole  of  England,  the  average  of  all  above  20  years,  i-  II  1  " 

These  statements  are  important,  and  coming  from  a  man  so  emi- 
nent for  the  ability  and  knowledge  he  has  displayed  on  this  -ubjeet, 
deserve  serious  consideration. 

It  is  the  prevailing  opinion  among  us,  that  no  people  in  the  world 
are  more  healthy  than  ourselves;  but  if  the  above  statements  are 
true,  this  opinion  is  erroneous. 

In  one  of  the  Massachusetts  Reports,  is  a  compilation  showing 
the  mean  duration  of  life  in  several  places  in  Europe  ;  also  in  Massa- 
chusetts. From  this  it  appears,  thai  while  a  child  has  a  chance  of 
living  45  years  in  Surrey,  (one  of  the  healthiest  districts  in  England,) 
it  has  a  chance  of  living  only  2">  years  in  Liverpool,  and  28.15 
years  in  Massachusetts — showing  a  difference  between  the  two  first 
of  19.6  years — in  other  words  life  is  but  five-ninths  a-  long  in  Liv- 
erpool, as  in  Surrey.  Yet,  before  the  facts  developed  by  the  Regis- 
tration system  were  known,  it  was  asserted  by  one  of  the  most 
accurate  writers  in  England,  that  the  great  increase  in  the  town  of 
Liverpool,  was  owing  to  the  salubrity  of  '/><■  air,  and  the  progressive 
improvement  in  trade,  commerce,  and  -team  navigation. 

If  the  above  statement  as  to  the  mean  duration  of  life  in  Massa- 
chusetts be  correct,  (which  i-  doubtful.)  it  is  as  unhealthy  as   Liver- 
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pool  and  the  most  unhealthy  districts  of  England.  Facts  as  inter- 
esting and  important,  may  yet  be  developed  in  this  State,  in  relation 
to  our  own  towns  and  villages.  "We  are  becoming  largely  a  manu- 
facturing people,  and  take  pains  to  ascertain  the  exact  cost  of  every 
article  made,  in  all  its  different  parts,  and  its  cost  of  transportation ; 
yet  we  knovv  nothing  of  the  cost  of  life  involved  in  its  production. 

We  know  not,  yet  we  ought  to  know,  what  is  the  difference  in  the 
value  of  life  in  our  cities,  and  country  districts — at  the  sea-side — 
and  in  the  mountains  ;  among  different  occupations  and  classes  of 
persons  ;  and  in  what  particular  localities  certain  diseases,  as  con- 
sumption, scrofula,  dysentery  and  typhus  fever,  are  most  frequent. 

Registration  affords  the  only  means  of  determining  these  ques- 
tions ;  and  the  materials  for  a  complete  history  of  the  epidemics  of 
the  State  can  be  procured  in  no  other  way.  We  have  seen  the  great 
advantages  and  necessity  of  such  a  system,  in  proving  individual 
identity — in  securing  the  rights  of  property  by  inheritance — and  in 
protecting  public  health  and  public  rights.  It  will  enable  us  to 
deduce  the  laws  of  "  mortality  and  population  which  are  peculiar  to 
ourselves,  while  it  will  afford  us  the  means  to  devise  new  measures 
for  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  sickness  and  premature  decay." 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  any  registration  law  sufficiently  stringent 
to  be  of  service,  will  encounter  objections  and  opposition  ;  obstacles 
of  this  kind  attend  the  inauguration  of  every  new  measure,  however 
humane  and  useful  its  provisions  may  be.  We  should  not  be  sur- 
prised then  to  hear,  as  we  do,  that  ''this  measure  interferes  with 
private  matters."  "  If  a  child  is  born — if  a  marriage  takes  place — 
or  a  person  dies  in  my  house,"  says  one,  "  what  business  is  it  to  the 
public  ?  these  are  private  matters." 

The  man  who  reasons  thus,  has  but  a  limited  conception  of  the 
obligations  he  owes  to  himself  and  to  the  public.  He  can  not  if  he 
would,  cut  himself  entirely  loose  from  every  other  person,  but  has 
while  living  in  families  and  communities,  a  direct  or  indirect  interest 
in  each  of  them.  "  Every  birth,  marriage,  or  death,  which  takes 
place  has  an  influence  somewhere — perhaps  not  upon  you  or  me 
now,  but  it  has  upon  others,  and  may  hereafter  have  upon  us." 

Says  a  recent  writer  on  this  subject, — 

';  In  the  great  and  frequent  changes  in  the  affairs  of  life,  it  is  im- 
possible to  predict,  which  shall  prosper — this  or  that ;  whether  I 
shall  be  a  pauper,  or  have  to  contribute  to  support  my  neighbor  as  a 
pauper;  whether  I  shall  inherit  his  property,  or  he  inherit  mine; 
and  every  person  should  not  only  be  willing,  but  desirous  to  place 
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within  the  reach  of  every  other,  the  fact  that  he  has  existed,  and 
the  means  of  identification." 

Parents  should  not  fail  to  do  this  for  their  children,  and  in  all 
casus  should  see  that  their  births  are  properly  recorded ;  interests  of 
great  moment  frequently  depend  upon  it,  and  it  is  not  of  more  con- 
sequence that  the  boundaries  of  their  real  estate  be  duly  recorded, 
I  ban  that  the  time,  place,  and  circumstances  of  their  children's  births 
be  verified  beyond  question. 

It  has  been  shown,  that  a  well  organized  system  of  registration 
is  among  the  first  wants  of  every  enlightened  people,  and  is  capable 
of  contributing  largely  to  the  amelioration  of  the  physical  and 
moral  condition  of  communities.  But  in  order  to  do  this,  it  must 
receive  the  hearty  support  and  <■<>  .peration  of  all  educated  men,  of 
whatever  calling  in  society,  who  give  tone  to  public  sentiment.  It 
appeals  to  them,  as  being  in  Bome  degree  responsible  for  the  success 
or  failure  of  this  very  desirable  reform  movement. 

This  subject  appeals  to  clergymen,  as  to  those  who  arc  directly 
interested.  By  a  recent  change  in  the  law,  their  duties  under  it  arc 
belter  defined,  and  rendered  less  onerous,  relieving  them  of  much 
which  they  considered  of  too  particular  and  delicate  :i  nature  for 
them  t"  attempt ;  this  was  doubtless  the  reason  that  in  making  their 
returns  of  marriages,  they  more  frequently  honored  the  law  '  in  its 
breach  than  in  its  observance.' 

Their  education  and  habits  of  mind  should  lead  them  to  a  full 
investigation  of  the  subject ;  and  their  frequent  opportunities  both 
public  and  private,  will  enable  them  to  do  very  much  to  enlighten 
the  public  mind,  in  regard  to  the  great  benefits,  both  present  and 
prospective,  which  must  necessarily  result  from  its  full  development. 

To  the  physicians  of  the  State,  however,  it  appeals  by  >•/<//<<,  for 
the  aid  and  countenance  which  no  others  can  give — and  it  relies  for 
its  efficiency  and  usefulness,  on  us  more  than  on  all  the  community 
beside — and  without  our  cooperation  it  must  fail. 

The  law  was  enacted  by  the  legislature  at  the  request  of  this 
society,  and  after  full  representations  and  arduous  efforts  of  your 
committees,  during  two  successive  sessions ;  and  are  we  not  bound 
to  use  all  our  influence  to  cause  the  law  to  be  respected  and  enforced? 

Who  so  capable  of  furnishing  the  needful  fact-  in  relation  to  birth- 
and  deaths,  with  least  trouble  and  suitable  exactness,  a-  the  attend- 
ing physician  ?  Who  can  better  appreciate  the  advantages  of  regis- 
tration, or  more  successfully  advocate  its  claims  upon  public  attention, 
than  those  to  whom  the  community  commits  the  care  of  its  health. 
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and  whom  it  will  hold  responsible  for  any  neglect  of,  or  indifference 
to  its  sanitary  interests  ? 

Let  us  then,  not  hold  ourselves  aloof  from  a  public  measure  which 
promises  so  much  for  the  amelioration  of  our  physical  condition,  and 
the  promotion  of  our  best  interest  and  happiness. 

We  are  accustomed  to  think  that  as  a  class,  we  perform  a  larger 
amount  of  unpaid  labor,  than  all  others  combined.  I  admit  that  it 
is  so,  and  it  is  one  of  the  bright  honors  of  our  profession,  that  we  are 
"instant  in  season  and  out  of  season,"  in  relieving  the  sick  and 
suffering,  and  in  helping  forward  every  good  work. 

It  is  possible  perhaps,  that  in  the  minds  of  some  of  you  there  still 
lingers  a  prejudice  against  the  whole  subject  of  vital  statistics ;  and 
perhaps  a  few  may  seek  to  excuse  themselves  from  their  duty  in 
making  regular  and  prompt  returns  as  the  law  requires,  by  saying 
that  the  government  can  not  rightfully  demand  of  one  class,  or 
individuals,  a  service  to  the  public  without  compensation.  After 
diligent  inquiry,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  number  of  regular 
physicians  who  make  this  objection  to  the  law,  and  openly  avow  it, 
is  exceedingly  small.  These  surely  forget  the  numerous  instances 
in  which  individuals  are  required  to  make  sacrifices  of  time  and 
labor  for  the  public  good — to  promote  the  ends  of  justice  and  con- 
tribute to  the  common  defense. 

They  forget,  that  this  trifling  duty  is  the  only  tax  which  the  State 
has  imposed  upon  physicians,  as  such,  while  in  some  States,  a  license 
to  practice  has  to  be  purchased,  and  yearly  renewed,  after  payment 
of  a  money  tax,  and  the  inscription  of  the  name  and  address. 

In  England,  registration  has  become  the  great  idea  of  the  age, 
and  the  profession  there,  has  cheerfully  contributed  to  its  success  by 
an  immense  amount  of  unpaid  labor ;  thereby  erecting  for  itself  an 
imperishable  monument,  and  furnishing  to  their  brethren  everywhere, 
an  example  worthy  of  imitation.  In  Massachusetts,  the  profession 
is  actively  alive  to  its  importance,  and  united  in  effort  to  provide  for 
that  State  the  benefits  of  a  general  sanitary  reform. 

It  is  feared,  that  some  of  us  withhold  our  compliance  with  the 
law,  or  yield  it  reluctantly,  because  it  is  not  yet  quite  all  we  could 
wish — or  all  we  think  it  should  have  been  at  first — or  because  it 
subjects  us  to  some  inconvenience  and  annoyance. 

The  law  is  to  be  sure  still  imperfect  in  several  points,  particularly 
in  the  fullness  of  the  details  to  be  recorded — the  mode  of  their  collec- 
tion— and  the  penalties  for  non-compliance.  In  most  of  its  features 
however,  it  can  not  well  be  improved ;  with  the  exception  of  New 
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Haven,  there  is  some  difficulty  in  procuring  the  return  of  certificates 
of  death,  by  the  attending  physicians,  who  seem  to  imagine  that  they 
will  be  looked  upon  as  evidences  of  their  want  of  skill,  rather  than 
as  a  measure  of  the  extent  of  their  practice.  In  this  city,  this  diffi- 
culty does  not  exist,  for  the  reason  that  «c  have  a  city  law  which 
provides  that  no  burial  shall  take  place,  until  the  certificate  of  death 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sexton.  It  is  believed  that,  were  a  similar 
provision  added  to  our  statute,  and  one  requiring  towns  to  appoint 
sextons  where  there  are  none,  the  law  would  everywhere  meet  with 
the  same  favor,  and  work  with  a-,  little  friction  a-,  in  New  Haven. 

But  frequent  change  in  the  law  i-  (inadvisable,  for  many  reasons  : 
the  public  confidence  in  it-;  value  would  be  impaired,  and  anything 
like  uniformity  in  the  records  would  be  impossible.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  registration  laws,  should  a^  far  as  practicable,  be 
uniform  throughout  the  different  States;  and  al  the  late  meeting  of 

the  American  Medical  Association,  a  nmittec  of  one  from  each 

State  was  appointed,  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  uniform  law  in  all 

the  States.     It  i~  of  nun- rasequence  that  a  few  fact*  be  recorded, 

concerning  each  birth,  death  and  marriage  in  the  State,  than  to 
multiply  the  number  of  facts  required,  without  providing  adequate 
means  to  insure  their  regular  return. 

But  do  not  on  these  accounts,  gentlemen,  withhold  from  it  your 
support,  and  by  your  indifference  defeat  the  good  it  is  already  accom- 
plishing. On  the  contrary,  let  us  each  feel  a  personal  interest  and 
responsibility  in  the  fate  of  this  measure;  and  let  u»  do  all  in  our 
power,  in  our  several  county  meetings,  and  by  personal  effort,  to 
awaken  in  the  profession  throughout  the  State,  and  in  the  communi- 
ties in  which  we  dwell,  such  an  interest  in  the  cause  of  registration, 
as  shall  carry  it  forward  to  complete  success. 

New  Haven",  May,  1855. 
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C.  H.  BROMLEY,  M.  D. 
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R.  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  N.  CLARK,  M.  D. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  Medical  College  in  the 
city  of  New  Haven,  May  28,  1856. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order,  when  the  certificates 
nl'  the  election  of  Fellows  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  referred 
to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  C.   Byington,  Ashbel  Woodward, 

;uiil  II.  \V.  Hough,  whii  reported  the  following  li-t  of 

F  E  hi- 1)  W  S. 

HARTFORD   COUNTY.  mu    HAVEN    COUNTY. 

.lose,, I,  Olmsted,  M.  D.  P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  I>. 

I\l.  I,.  Fiske,  M.  1).  Charles  Byington,  M.  I). 

David  Crary,  M.  1).  Sheldon  Beardaley,  M.  D. 

»R.  A.  White,  M.  1).  Edward  W.  Hatch,  M.  D 

S.  L.  Child,  M.  1).  Moses  C.  \\ 'hit.-.  M.  1). 


NEW    LONDON    COUNTY. 

Austin  K.  Perkins,  M.  I>. 
A.  T.  Douglass,  M,  1>. 
Renjamin  I '.  I  lean,  .\l.  I ». 
Ashliel  Woodward,  M  l>. 
John  C.  Holies,  M.  1>. 


WINDHAM    COUNTY. 

Henry  W.  Hough,  M.D. 
I..  Holbrook.M.  D. 
Calvin  li.  Bromley,  M.  I». 
Nathan  S.  Pike,  M.  I>. 

\-i  Wiiir.  M.D. 


FAIRFIELD  COUN  I  v. 

Ira  Gregory ,  M.  I>. 

.lusius  Sherwood,  M.  D. 

Robert  Hubbard, M.  I). 
I),  s.  Bnrr.M.  I). 

A.  L.  Williams,  M.  I). 
MIDDLESEX    COUNTY. 

Charles  Woodward,  M.  D. 
Elisha  I'..  Nye,  M  D. 
Benjamin  M.  Fowler,  M.  D. 


II  ICIIFIKI.I)    COIN  I  V. 

Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  D. 
<;.  B.  Miller.  M.  1). 
George  Seymour,  M.  I). 
8.  I'.  Salisbury,  M.  D. 

•Myron  Downes,  M.  D. 

rOLLAND  COUNTY. 

Edwin  (i.  Sumner,  M.  D. 
F.  L.  Dickinson,  M.  D. 
William  N.  Clark,  M.  D. 


*  Absent. 


The  President,  Dr.  William  H.  Cogswell,  stated  that  in  con- 
sequence of  ill  health,  he  had  not  been  able  to  prepare  an  address, 
and  he  declined  a  re-election. 

Voted,  That  the  test  in  resolution  passed  in  1853,  be  applied  to 
the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

After  the  appointment  of  Drs.  C.  Woodward,  and  Robert  Hub- 
bard as  Tellers,  and  an  informal  ballot  for  the  several  offices  to  be 
tilled,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  elected, 
viz.  : 

BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  President. 

ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 

GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  a  committee  to 
bring  forward  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,  viz.,  Drs.  Sher- 
wood, Dean,  Crary,  Salisbury,  Pike,  Fowler,  and  Clarke. 

Dr.  Child  presented  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  of 
Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee 
consisting  of  Drs.  Child,  Hatch,  Douglas,  Gregory,  Pike,  Seymour, 
Nye,  and  Sumner. 

Dr.  Jewett  presented  to  the  Convention  an  abstract  prepared 
by  Dr.  Beresford,  from  a  biographical  notice  of  the  late  Myron 
W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  which  had  been  read  before  the  Hartford 
County  Medical  Society  at  its  annual  meeting,  which  was,  on  motion, 
ordered  to  be  published  by  the  Secretary  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Convention. 

Dr.  Jewett  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolced,  That  no  member  of  this  Society  shall  be  recommended 
to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College  for  the  Honorary 
Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  until  such  member  shall  have  been 
in  the  practice  of  Medicine  for  the  period  of  twenty-five  years,  at 
least,  and  no  more  than  one  shall  be  recommended  from  this  State  in 
any  one  year,  and  such  Degree  shall  be  conferred  solely  on  the  ground 
of  distinguished  merit  and  honor  of  the  individual. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  committee,  to  be  appointed,  on 
Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Members. 
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Dr.  Hunt,  of  Hartford,  through  Dr.  Crary,  mack  the  following 
communication   to   the    Convention : 

Whereas,  this  society,  having  been  notified  that  a  person  is  to  be 
commi--ioned  to  ascertain  the  number  of  idiots  throughout  the  State, 
by  a  visit  and  inquiries  in  the  several  towns  thereof,  and  also  that  the 
number  of  the  insane  and  deaf  and  dumb,  within  the  limit-  of  the 
commonwealth,  can  at  th<-  same  time  be  ascertained  with  accuracy 
and  with  little  increase  of  expense:  Therefore, 

Hesolced,  A^  the  sense  of  1 1 1  i  -  society,  thai  so  favorable  an  oppor- 
tunity for  procuring  information  of  so  much  practical  importance  as  that 
proposed  ought  not  to  be  neglected,  and  that  our  Fellows  be  instructed 
to  bring  the  subject  before  the  state  .Medical  Society  al  ii-  next 
ensuing  Convention,  and  ask  on  ii-  pari   such   action,  bj    petition  or 

otherwise,  as  In  its  wisdom  shall  seem  most  likely  to  secure  tl bject 

in  view. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  Drs.  (Vary,  Byington,  and 
Burr,  who  were  instructed  to  report  to  the  present  Convention. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Dean.  Miller,  and  Sherwood  to 
examine  and  audit  the  same. 

Abstract  oj    Treasurer's  Report. 
Ca^h  In  Treasury,  .  .  .  $150.80 

Due  from  Clerk-.  .  .  >  1 ,298.82 1 

Deduct  two-fifths  for  bad  debts,  abatements, 

commissions,  &c.,  .  .  .       519.58 

Leaves       ...  .  779.29J 


Amount  of  assets,         .....        $929,594, 
The  Society  owes  for  outstanding  debentures,         .  423. :.'."> 


Leaves  balance  in  favor  of  Society,      .  .  .        >~'i>G,34^ 

Drs.   Salisbury,  Olmsted,    Beardsley,    Perkins,  Williams,  Bough, 

Nye,  and  Clarke  were  appointed  a  committee  on  <  Gratuitous  Student.-. 

Drs.  Charles  Woodward,  Jewett,  l'i-k.  Hubbard,  Bromley,  Gold, 

Bolles,  and    Dickinson,  were   appointed    Committe Honorary 

Degrees  and  Honorary  Member-. 

Drs.  Seymour,  Burr,  and  Sumner  were  appointed  Committee  on 
I  debentures. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  2  o'clock.  P.  M. 


Two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  came  together  and  were  called  to  order. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  an  election  to  till  the  vacancies 
in  the  several  Standing  Committees  of  the  Society,  when  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of 
Examination,  viz.  : 

Charles  Woodward,  M.  D.,  and  Nathan  S.  Pike,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
regular  vacancies,  and 

A.  T.  Douglas,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Dr.  Catlin's 
office,  made  vacant  by  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  and  becoming 
thereby  a  member  ex-officio. 

David  Crary,  M.  D.,  and  Calvin  H.  Bromley,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for 
the  Insane. 

William  N.  Clark,  M.  D.,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  in  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College. 

The  following  select  committees  were  appointed,  viz.  : 

Drs.  Jewett,  Douglas,  and  Robert  Hubbard,  to  nominate  Disserta- 
tor  to  the  next  Convention. 

Drs.  Sheldon,  Beardsley,  Fisk,  Bolles,  Gregory,  Pike,  Gold,  Wil- 
liams, and  Dickinson,  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  National  Con- 
vention. 

Dr.  Dean,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer,  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  same  and  found  it 
correct. 

Dr.  White  reported  the  action  of  the  New  Haven  County  Medical 
Society,  and  the  City  Association  on  the  subject  of  conducting  a 
system  of  Meteorological  Observations  in  the  several  counties  of  this 
State  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and 
adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  Ohio,  and 
Missouri.  Several  interesting  facts  were  reported  from  the  associa- 
tion by  Dr.  White,  exhibiting  the  facilities  now  presented  through 
the  mediums  of  the  Patent  Office  and  Smithsonian  Institute,  for  col- 
lating and  giving  publicity  to  these  observations,  also  their  practical 
bearings  upon  Science,  Navigation,  Hygiene,  and  Agriculture,  and  all 
t he  interests  connected  therewith,  and  that  the  demands  of  advancing 
science  required  some  action  from  the  State  Medical    Society,  by 


memorializing  the  Legislature  to  appoint  a  medical  commission  to 
establish  stations  and  procure  the  necessary  apparatus,  or  in  some 
other  way  which  they  might  deem  proper  and  expedient 

The  report  and  accompanying  document-  were  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  on  tin-  Hartford  Sanitary  Resolutions,  and  Dr.  White  was 
added  to  the  committee  on  said  resolutions. 

The  letter  of  Dr.  JohB  D.  Ford,  who  was  appointed  Dissertator 
to  the  present  Convention,  was  then  read,  stating  that  continued 
ill  health  had  unfitted  liim  from  fulfilling  the  appointment,  and  in  the 
present  condition  of  his  health  it  would  In;  unwise  and  impolitic  in 
the  Convention  to  continue  the  appointment. 

Also,  an  apology  was  made  tor  Dr.  11.  W.  Duel,  hi-  substitute, 
that  he  had  been  absent  from  the  State  until  recently,  and  that  he 
received  the  notice  of  the  inability  of  Dr.  Ford  to  fulfil]  the  appoint- 
ment, too  late  to  prepare  a  Dissertation  for  the  present  Convention. 

The  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject 

Dr.  Child,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Harttonl  County  Sanitar\ 
Reports,  reported,  thai   in  the   opinion  of  the   committee,   sanitary 

investigations  and  reports  should  receive re  general  attention  from 

members  of  our  profession,  and  recommended  that  the  Secretary  oi 
the  State  Society  he  requested  to  publish  with  it-  proceedings  -o 
much  of  the.  reports  laid  before  this  Convention  a-  In-  may  deem 
proper. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Dr.  Crary  then  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was  unan- 
imously adopted. 

Resolved,  That    in    the   death    of  BlTBON   W.   AYilson,   M.  D.,  of 

Hartford,  the  Society  a-  well  as  the  medical  profession  have  lost  a 
worthy  ami  useful  member. 

Dr.  Hunt,  from  the  Standing  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  lor 
the  Medical  Institution  of  Vale  College,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read  by  the  Secretary,  and  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  from  the  Coniniitt in  Honorary  Degrees 

and  Honorary  Members,  and  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
Dr.  Jewett  in  relation  to  the  qualifications  which  should  be  deemed 
essentia]  in  the  person  to  lie  recommended  by  this  Society  for  said 
Honorary    Degree,  reported, 

That  they  approved  of  the  resolution  and  recommended  its  adop- 
tion by  the  Convention,  and  that  hereafter  no  person  be  recommended 
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for  said  distinguished  honor,  except  after  having  been  a  practitioner 
for  at  least  twenty-five  years,  and  that  said  degree  shall  be  conferred 
solely  on  the  ground  of  distinguished  merit  and  the  honorable  repu- 
tation of  the  individual,  and  only  one  in  any  year  from  the  State. 

The  Committee  further  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  John  Atwood 
Tomlinson,  of  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky,  and  Dr.  Gilman  Kimball, 
of  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  also,  Dr.  Chester  Hamlin,  of  Granby,  Conn., 
for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  ;  also  of  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  of  Fall  River,  for  Honorary  Membership. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted  and  the  committee  dis- 
charged. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  and  they  were  unanimously  elected,  as 
follows,  viz.: 

Drs.  Tomlinson,  Kimball,  and  Hamlin,  to  be  recommended  by  the 
Convention  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  for  the 
Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  Dr.  Foster  Hooper 
an  Honorary  Member  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  Dean  offered  an  obituary  notice  of  the  late  Dr.  Roswell 
Bronson,  of  New  Haven  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society  for  their  action  at  the  next  annual 
meeting. 

Dr.  Crary,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Dr.  Hunt's 
resolution  iu  reference  to  collecting  statistics  of  the  number  of  the 
insane  and  deaf  and  dumb,  reported  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  this  Society 
to  petition  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  now  in  session,  to  appoint 
one  person  in  every  town  to  collect  statistics  of  the  insane  and  the 
deaf  and  dumb,  throughout  the  State,  and  make  report  thereon. 

Report  of  Committee  accepted  and  resolution  adopted. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  to  report  the  names  of  Dissertators 
for  the  next  Convention,  reported  the  names  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, viz.  : 

Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  for  Dissertator,  and  Henry 
W.  Buel,  M.  D.,  of  Litchfield,  as  substitute. 

Report  accepted  and  the  gentlemen  were  severally  appointed  as 
recommended. 

Dr.  Salisbury,  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  reported 
that  the  following  gentlemen  had  been  elected  by  the  county  meet- 
ings holden  in  their  respective  counties,  viz. . 


Hartford  county,  Stephen  E.  Fuller, 

New  Haven  county,  William  C.  Miner, 

Middlesex  county,  Hamilton  J.  Lee, 

New  London  county,  William  S.  C.  Perkins, 

Fairfield  county,  George  W.  Burtch. 

That  the  counties  of  Windham,  Litchfield,  and  Tolland,  have 
selected  no  gratuitous  students  and  are  then-fore  vacant  ;  hut  that  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  there  are  do  applicants  who  would  till 
the  vacancies  creditably  to  the  profession  and  the  Bociety,  and  they 
therefore  have  made  no  recommendation  of  candidates  for  -aid 
vacancies. 

The  committee  further  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  following  alteration  in  the  Charter 
of  the  Society,  in  the  words  following: 

"  Provided  also,  that  no  student  -hall  he  recommended  as  aforesaid, 
unless  he  shall  have  previously  attended  one  course  of  Lectures  in 
the  Medical  institution  of  Yale  College." 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted  in  part,  and  the  resolu- 
tion providing  for  the  proposed  alteration  of  charter,  was  reco utted 

to  the  committee  for  further  consideration  in  reference  to  dispensing 
with  gratuitous  students  altogether. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the  New 
Haven  Medical  Association,  the  New  Haven  County  Society,  and 
the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society,  asking  the  attention  of  the 
Convention  to  the  importance  of  a  system  of  Meteorological  Observa- 
tions in  this  State,  through  Drs.  Craryand  White,  made  the  following 
report : 

That  this  Convention  consider  it  highly  desirable  that  a  system  of 
Meteorological  Observations  be  conducted  in  each  county  in  the 
State  according  to  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
and  adopted  hy  Massachu-etK  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Missouri. 

Setolved,  That  a  committee  lie  appointed  to  bring  this  Bubjed 
to  (he  attention  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  secure,  if  prac- 
ticable, suitable  legislation  on  this  subject 

Report  of  the  committee  accepted,  resolution  adopted,  and  com- 
mittee discharged. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning  in  the  Hospital. 

•J 
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New  Haven  Hospital,  8£  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Convention  "was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  further  consideration  of 
the  proposed  alteration  in  the  Charter  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society  in  its  connection  with  Yale  College,  made  a  further  report, 
which,  after  discussion,  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  alteration  pro- 
posed in  their  report,  requiring  a  previous  attendance  upon  one  course 
of  Lectures  at  Yale  College  as  indispensable  to  an  election  or  ap- 
pointment to  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures  at  Yale  College. 

Prof.  Charles  Hooker,  of  New  Haven,  Dr.  J.  G.  Beckwith,  of 
Litchfield,  Dr.  J.  H.  Hoyt,  of  Greenwich,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  procure  such  an  alteration  of  Charter  from  the  Legislature,  as 
would  conform  to  the  views  of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Charles  Woodward  offered  the  following  resolution  in  reference 
to  the  postponement  of  the  time  for  holding  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  respectfully  recommend  to  the 
American  Medical  Association  to  change  the  regulation  for  the  time 
of  holding  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Association  so  that  meetings 
in  the  northern  cities  may  be  held  at  a  later  season  of  the  year. 

Adopted  unanimously. 

The  committee  appointed  to  present  the  memorial  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Medical  Society  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  ask  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  establishment  of  Meteorological  Observations 
in  this  State,  were  Dr.  Moses  C.  White,  New  Haven,  Dr.  J.  G. 
Beckwith,  of  Litchfield,  and  Dr.  S.  G.  Hubbard,  of  New  Haven. 

The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  Delegates  to  the  National 
Convention,  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May, 
1857,  reported  the  following  names  :  P.  G.  Rockwell,  of  Waterbury, 
Seth  L.  Child,  of  East  Hartford,  David  S.  Burr,  of  Westport,  Nor- 
man Brigham,  of  Mansfield. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  delegates  were  appointed,  and 
the  committee  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appointed  as 
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l>.|.  vm.  .  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  at  their  next  annual 
Convention. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed,  viz.: 


Hartford  count}-. 
New  Haven  county, 
New  London  county, 
Windham  county, 
Fairfield  county, 
Litchfield  county, 
Middlesex  county, 
Tolland  county, 

( )n  motion  of  Dr.  I  lean. 


Seth  L.  Child, 
!'.  A.  Jewett, 
Au-tiii  P.  Perkins, 
James  B.  Whitcomb. 
Lewis  Richards, 
J.  6.  Beckwith, 
Era  Hutchinson, 
F    L.  Dickinson. 


Iitsolved,  That  a  lax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  levied  mi 
each  member  of  this  society,  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  made  payable 
on  the  1  si  day  of  June  next. 

Resolution  passed,  and  the  tax  laid. 

Resolved,  Thai  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  Dr. 
William  II.  Cogswell,  for  the  aide  and  impartial  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  ol  President  of  tlii-  Society  i"i 
the  lasl  two  3  ears. 

Adopted  unanimously . 

Resolved,  Thai  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  tlii-  Convention  be  cor- 
dially tendered  to  the  members  of  the   New  Haven   City   Medical 

A -iation   for  their  kind  attention  and  generous  hospitality  to  the 

members  of  this  Convention  during  its  present  session. 

The  Committee  on  Debentures  made  a  report,  which  was  accepted 

and  ordered  to  lie  paid. 

( »n  motion,  the  Convention  then  adjourned,  tine  die. 
Attest, 

JOSIAH   G.   BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


nnbcrs    of    tjjj   ,§>otiftD. 


IIONORAllY  MEMBERS 


JAMES  JACKSON, 
*JOIIN  C.  WARREN, 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,     . 
•THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK 
EDWARD  DELAETELD,  . 
,)()IIN  DELAMATER, 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTER  CHANNDIG, 
HENRI  Ml  TCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH. 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
REUBEN  I).  MUS8EY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT,    . 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
JTSTEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS. 
W1LLAHI)  PARKER, 
BENAJAH  TICKNOB, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
CHARLES  A.  LEE, 
DAVID  S.  C.  II.  SMITH, 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 
.1.  MARION  svms. 
JOHN  WATSON, 
FRANK   1L  HAMILTON. 
ROBERT  WATTS, 
,1.    V.   ('    SMITH. 
0.  WENDELL  HOLMES, 
JOSEPH  SARGENT, 
MASON  F.   COGSWELL. 

FOSTER  HOOPER,      . 


Boston,  Man 
Boston,  Mass. 
New  Haven, 
ny,  N.  V. 

New  Yurk. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Boston,  Mast 
Boston,  Mass. 
Norn  i.  h,  N.  V. 
Baltimore,  Mil. 
\        Yurk. 

in.  i  Ibio 

Springfield,  Mass. 
l'mviili  in  r,  I;    I 
St.  Louis,  Mn. 
Charleston,  B  I ' 
Deerfield,  Man 

New  Yurk. 
I       -     N.ivv. 

Albany,  N.  V. 
New  York. 
Proi  Idence,  R,  I 

NVw   York. 

Montgomery,  Ala 
New  Yurk. 
Geneva,  N.  Y 
New  Y'ork. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass 
Worcester,  Mass 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fall  River,  Ma.». 


ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


The  nanus  of  thote  Member*  who  are  exempt  from  taxation  by  age,  are  in 
dulus  :  the  names  oj  thote  who  have  been  PreiidmtM  of  the  Society,  are  in 
capitals. 


II  A  It  T  F  O  It  D     COUNTY. 

JOSEPH  OLMSTED,  M.  !>.,  Chairman. 
William   li.  ISiiuwnlll,  M.  1).,  Clerk. 


Maiitlouii,  Henry  II. .1 s,  Samuel  B. 

Beresford,  George  B,  Hawley.Gurdon 
W.  Russell,  l);n  i.l  ('ran,  P.  W.  Ells- 
worth, Benjamin  Sogers,  E.  K.  Sunt, 
John  S.  Butler,  .1-  C.  Jackson,  A.  W. 
Barrows,  Thomas  Miner,  //.  G 
William  Porter,  John  P.  Wells,  Wil- 
liam R.  Brownell,  P.  M.  Hastings, 
S.  i '.  Preston,  J.  S.  Curtis,  Edward 
Brinlei ,  Stephen  11.  Fuller. 

Avon,  Alfred  Kellogg. 

Behi  i  ft,  E.  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  Bbiiain,  Samuel  Hart,  Boswel) 
Hawley,  E.  D.  Babcock,  B.  N.  Com- 
ings,  S.  \V.  Hart. 

Bloomi'iklh,  Henry  Gray. 

Bristol,  Joseph  W.  Camp,  John  S. 
Moody,  Lomis  North. 

Burlington,  William  Elton,  Id. 

i '  is  roN.CW linsvi  V, ,  RusseU  II.  Tiffany. 

Kast  IIvuTFiiitn,  Scth    I,.  Child,  Clar- 

Bnce  M   Brownell. 

East  Windsor.,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  L.  Fisk. 

Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmstead. 

Kvfii.i .ii,  .1.  P  Converse,  A.  L.  Spald- 
ing, II.  A.  (Irani. 

ThoftptonvilU,  .1.  Bailey  Beach,  L.  S. 
Pease. 

I' ikmim.  ros,  Asahel  Thompson, 

Plaincill, ,  (i.  A.  Moody. 


UniamnTU,  William  II.  8 

i  ii  >-  1 1  \  bust,  Clinton  Bunce, 
South    Glastenbun/,    C.    F.     Hammond, 
human  .1.  Andrus,  Henry  Gflberl 

/-;/,  Sabin  Stocking. 
Gbahbi  ■  Joseph  l\  Jewett. 
East  Granby,  Chester  Hamlin. 
West  Granbu,  Justus  D  Wilcox. 
North  Granoy,  Fronds  F.  Allen. 
M  vs.  in  -ilk,     W.    C     Williams,    W. 

Scott. 
Rooki  Bija.,  Sylvester  Bulkley,  R.  W . 

Griswold. 
Simsbi  i:v,  Roderick  A.  White. 
fville,  Georpe  W.  Sanford. 

S s..rnv,  Julius  S.  Barnes,  N.  II. 

Byington,  F.  A.  Hart. 
Soi  in   Wixdsob,  Horace  C.  Gillette. 
H.  Goodrich. 

Windsor  11,11,  Wm.  Wood,  Sidnej 
Rockwell. 
Si  FKiLiM,  S.  15.  Low,  Arctus  Rising. 
West  Nuffield,  0.  W.  Kellogg. 
WiTiinn-FiLLD,  K.  F.  Cooke,  A.  S 

Warner,  R.  Fox. 

West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Windsor,   William  S  Pierson,  A.  Mor- 
rison, Samuel  A.  Wilson. 

Windsor  Locks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 

Poquonock,  Oliver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW     HAVEN     CODNTT. 

L.  N.  BEARDSLEY,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
John  Nicoll,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  lees,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punderson, 
Caleb  H.  Austin,  A.  S.  Munson,  'Chas. 
Hooker,  Nathan  B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bisli- 
op,  E.  D.  North,  J.  A.  Totten,  Levi 
Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewctt,  D.  L.  Dag- 
gett, George  0.  Sumner,  D.  A.  Tyler, 
Henry  Bronson,  E.  A.  Park,  S.  G. 
Hubbard,  W.  J.  Whiting,  H.  W.  E. 
Mathews,  C.  A.  Lindsley,  Worthing- 
ton  Hooker,  T.  P.  Beers,  Jr.,  Charles 
Byington,  N.  W.  Taylor,  Samuel 
Lloyd,  H.  L.  Fitch,  Thomas  H. 
Totten,  J.  K.  Downs,  John  Nicoll, 
Moses  C.  White,  Leonard  J.  Sanford, 
C.  L.  Ives,  Hohart  Keese. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  S.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker,  J.  H.  Beecher. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  Willoughby  L.  Lay,  Jacob 
0.  Loomis. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

Cheshire,  A.  J.  Driggs,  Harvey  B. 
Way,  Noah  B.  Welton. 

Derby,  Ansonia,  Samuel  P.  Church. 

Birmingham,  Ambrose  Beardsley,  T. 
Dutton. 


Hamden,  E.  D.  Swift. 
Uumphreysville,    Sheldon    C.   Johnson, 

Joshua  Kendall,  Thomas  Stoddard. 
East  Haven,  Bela  Farnham. 
North  Haven,  Roswell  F.  Stillman. 
Guilford,  Joel  Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 

cott. 
Madison,  Reynold  Webb,  D.  M.  Webb. 
Meriden,  Lewis  Barnes. 
West  Meriden,  B.  II.  CATLIN,  Edward 

W.  Hatch. 
Yalcsville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 
Milford,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Naugatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Henry  Pier- 

pont. 
Sodthbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,  Nehemiah  Banks,  Sam- 
uel N.  Rowell. 
Waterbury,   M.    C.  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.   Piatt,  John  Deacon,   George  E. 

Perkins,    M.    H.    Perkins,    Sturges 

Bulkley,   P.    G.   Rockwell,   Thomas 

Dougherty. 
Woodbridge,  Isaac  Goodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW     LONDON     COUNTY' 


M.  D.,  Chairman. 

Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  William  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Hohron,  Robert  A.  Manwaring. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Elisha  Phinney, 
John  D.  Ford,  Edwin  Bentley,  Ben- 
jamin D.  Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alon- 
zo  Fuller,  Horace  Thurston,  Henry 
W.  Leach,  Daniel  G.  Gulliver,  A.  B. 
Haile. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezekiel  W.  Parsons,  Fred- 
erick Morgan,  Melancton  Storrs. 

East  Lyme,  John  L.  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

Franklin,  Ashbel  Woodward. 


Griswold,  Jewett  City,  William  Soule. 

GrotON,  Joseph  Durfey. 

Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 

Lebanon,  Joseph    Comstock,   Ralph    P. 

Greene. 
Ledyard,  Gale's  Ferry,  Rufus  W.  Math- 

ewson . 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Wm.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  John  C.  Bolles. 
Uncasville,  Samuel  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  Elcazer  B.  Downing. 
Salem,  Nathaniel  Foote. 
Stonington,  William  Hyde,  George  E. 

Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
Mystic    Bridge,  E.   F.    Coats,    A.    W. 

Coats. 
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FAIRFIELD     COUNTY.* 


M.  D.,  Chairman. 


Justus  Sherwood,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  S.P.  V.  R.  Ten  Broeek. 

Greeti/idd,  Rufus  Blakeman. 

Soulhporl,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Bridgeport,  D.  H.  Nash,  Frederick 
J.  Judson,  L.  W.  Burritt,  William  /: 
Niuh,  Robert  Huhbanl,  H.  N.  Ben- 
nett, L.  F.  Ilumiston. 

Brookfjeld,  Noah  A.  Lacey,  A.  L. 
Williams. 

Danuurv,  A'.  II.  Botsford,  10.  1'.  Ben- 
nett. 

Easton,  James  Baldwin,  AbMUD  1'. 
Tieknor. 


Huntington,  James  H.  Shelton. 

Monroe,  Salmon  H.  Hall. 

New  Canaan.  Samuel  S.  Xoyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 

Xorwai.k,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Stajgpord,  N.  I).  Haight,  Samuel 
Sands,  Lewia  llurlburt. 

Si  ica  1 1  oi:i,,   William  T.  Shdtan. 

I'm  BBULL,  ELIJA  II  MIDDLE- 
BROOK,  George  Dyer. 

Wi  sti'Ort,  George  Blackman,  David 
S    liurr. 


WINDHAM     C  O  U  N  T  V . 


LEWIS  WILLIAMS,  M.  1).,  Chairman. 
James  B.  Whitcomii,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Brooklyn,  James  B.  Wnitcomb,  Wil- 
liam Woodbridee. 

Ashford,  Jolin  II.  Simmons. 

Canterbury,  Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 
Palmer. 

Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 

Hampton,  Dyer  Hughes. 

Killingly,  DayteuM,  Justin  Ham- 
mond. 

South  Killingly,  I laniel  A.  Hovej 

East  Killingly,  E.  E,  Hill. 

West  Killingly,  David  E,  I  hill,  Samuel 
Hutehins,  Stephen  C  Griggs. 

Putnam,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas  W. 
Perry. 

Plainfield,  WM.  H.  COGSWELL. 


b,  Morey  Harness,  Lewis  E.  Dixon, 
Frank  Burg 

< ,  <  lharlea  H.  Rogers. 

POW  ni.r,  Hiram  Holt,  Lewis  Williams. 
Si  i  i;i  inc.,  William   A.  Lewis,  Nathan 

s.  Pike. 
Thompson,    Lowell    Holbrook,   John 

McGregor. 

Vol. i ruTOWW,  Harvey  Campbell. 
Wini.ium,   Chester  Hunt,  De  Witt  C. 
rop. 

Willimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 
Scotland,  Calvin  B.  Bromley. 
Woodstock,    n     '■'' .  A-.i  Witter 
South  Woodstock,  Lorsnso  Marcy. 

West  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford. 


LITCHFIELD     COUNTY. 

WILLIAM  WOODRUFF,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Henry  W.  Buell,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 

Litchfield,  Josiah  G.  Beckwith.  Geo.    Canaan,    Ithamar    H.   Smith,   A     A. 

Seymour.  D.  E.  Bostwiek,  E.  Osborn,        Wright 

H."W.  Buel.  j  South  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 

South  Farms,  Garry  II.  Miner,  George    Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 

Adams.  West  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 


•  No  returne  from  the  Clerk  of  Fairfield  count}— we  iniert  tie  lut  year  returns 
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Colebrook,  Seth  Pease. 

Gat/lord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 

Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 

Harwinton,  V.  Miller,  G.  B.  Miller. 

Kent,  Wells  Beardsley. 

New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams. 

Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 

Norfolk  William  W.  Welch,  John  H. 

Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth  Hollow,  William  Woodruff. 
Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisbury,  Falls  Village,  C.  B.  Maltbie. 
Lakesville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Wm.   M. 

Knight. 


New  Hartford,  South,  A.  E.  Barber. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Chauncey 
Reed. 

Torrington,  Wo/cottville,  Erastus  Ban- 
croft, J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  Jno.  B.  Derickson. 

Woodville,  Manley  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

Neiv  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Edward 
P.  Lyman. 

Winchester,  West  Winsted,  James 
Welch,  J.  W.  Bidwell. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb. 


MIDDLESEX     COUNTY. 

ASA  H.  KING,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Elisha  B.  Nye,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  William  B.  Casey,  David 
Harrison,  Elisha  B.  Nye,  George  W. 
Burke,  Miner  C.  Hazen. 

Chatham,  East  Hampton,  Francis  G. 
Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Turner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 

Durham,  Benjamin  M.  Fowler. 


East   Haddam,   Asa  M.  Holt,  Datus 

Williams. 
Haddam,  Edwin  Bidwell. 
Higgamim,  William  H.  Tremaine. 
Portland,  George  0.  Jarvis,  G.  C.  H. 

Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Deep  River,  Rufus  Baker. 
Old  Saybrook,  Essex,  Alexander  H. 

Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND    COUNTY. 


F.  L.  DICKINSON,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Gilbert  H.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Oliver  K.  Isham,  Gilbert  H. 

Preston. 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Columbia,  Harrison  Mcintosh. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Dimock,  H.  S.  Dean. 
Ellington,  Horatio  Dow. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.  PETERS,  Orrin 

C.  White. 
Mansfield,  North,   Norman   Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 
Eagleville,  Edwin  G.  Sumner. 


South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 

Somers,  Orson  Wood,  Erasmus  E.  Ham- 
ilton. 

Stafford,  East,  William  N.  Clark, 
Eleazer  S.  Beebe. 

Stafford,  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 

Union,  E.  Linsley. 

Vernon,  John  B.  Lews. 

Rockville,  Alden  Skinner. 

Willington,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 

Staffordville,  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy. 
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SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY    MEMBERS    FOR    1856,    WITH    THE 
DEATHS  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRDL  1,  1856. 


Taxable. 

Not  Taxable. 

Total. 

Death 

Hartford  County, 

78 

6 

84 

1 

New  Haven  County, 

70 

11 

81 

3 

New  London  County, 

85 

12 

47 

0 

Fairfield  County, 

21 

7 

28 

0 

Windham  County, 

29 

5 

34 

0 

Litchfield  County, 

36 

6 

42 

o 

Middlesex  County, 

22 

1 

23 

0 

Tolland  County, 

20 

5 

25 

2 

Total,  .HI  58  304  7 

Note.     Former  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Mcdi   .1  Society,  are  yermanmt 
members  of  tho  annual  Convention,  having  the  privilege  of  attending  all  mo  iti 
and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  thai  of  I  salting   their 
votes.     And  all  members  of  the  Society  are  invited,  by  tin-  By-Laws,  to  be  pres- 
ent at  all  meetings  of  the  Convention. 


DEATHS  OF  MICMBKUS  IUIKINO  THEYEAB  ENDING  A  I'KIL  1, 1856. 

WITH    THE    AUE    AND    DISEASE    SO    K Alt    A9    ASCERTAINED. 

Hartford  County.     Myron  W.  Wilson,  aged  37.     Typhoid  Fever. 

New  Haven  County.  Abinim  Stoddard,  aged  79.  Old  Aire.  Hoswell  Bron- 
ion,  aged  — .     Pneumonia. 

Litchfield  County.  Abel  Catlin,  aged  84.  An  Injury  of  the  Spine.  E.  D. 
Huggius,  aged  about  30.     Typhoid  Fever. 

Tolland  County.     Abijah  Ladd,  aged  66.     Paralysis.     Allen   Hyde,  aged  82. 


DUTIES    OF    CLERKS 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  of  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
after  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 

To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Seeretarr 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 
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To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  who  may 
have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  in  each  year,  in  their  several 
County  Societies. 


RULES   OF   ORDER. 

1.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

6.  Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,  Resolves,  &c, 

from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 

16.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves,  &c. 

18.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 

1795.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Betts,  on  the  Different  Species  of  Colic 
'179G.  Dr.  F.  I*.  Ouviere,  mi  tin-  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
179G.  Dr.  S.  II.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1796.  Dr.  Lewis  Collins,  on  the  mo-(   eligible  mode  of   increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  Mate. 
1796.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 
1798.  Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  of  Bilious  Concretioni 

1798.  Dr.  Jared  Potter, -An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeus  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwighl  on  Lunacy. 

1804.  Dr.  Samuel  AVillanl,  on  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

LS17.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

1827.  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward,  on  the  Biography  of  the  Physi- 
cians of  the  State 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases,  of  the  Ear. 

1835.  Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr.,  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 

1836.  Dr.  E.  H.  Bishop,  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 

1837.  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 

1838.  Dr.  Isaac  G.  Porter,  on  the  Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 

1839.  Dr.  Henry  Bronson,  on  the  Mental  Qualifications  necessary  to 

a  Physician. 
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1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  "Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  "W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  Respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
Community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  Disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samuel  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 

1855.  Dr.  Stephen    G.    Hubbard,  on  Registration,  as  the   basis  of 

Sanitary  Reform. 


APPENDIX 


The  Slam/in;/  Committee  of  Examination  Report . 

The  Board  of  Examiners  convened  on  Wednesday,  January  9,  1856. 
Present,  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society : 

William  II.  Cogswell,  M.  D.,  of  Plainfield,  President ;  Reynold  Webb, 
M.  D.,  of  Madison,  and  Benjamin  II.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Mcriden. 

And  on  the  part  of  Yale  College,  Professors  J.  Knight,  C.  Hooker,  H. 
Bronson,  W.  Hooker,  and  B.  Silliman,  Jr. 

After  the  organization  of  the  Board,  thirteen  candidates  read  Dissertations, 
and  after  examination,  were  recommended  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Medicine,  viz. . 

1.  Leonard  Woolsey  Bacon,  B.  A.,  I860,  New  Haven,  Dissertation;  a 
Review  of  "  A  Monograph  on  Mental    Unsoundness,  by  Francis  Wharton." 

2.  William  Bissell,  B.  A.,  1853,  Litchfield,  on  "  Iritis." 

3.  George  Beriah  Bouton,  New  Haven,  on  "  Abortion.'' 

4.  Oliver  H.  Bronson,  Cheshire,  on  "  Wounds  of  Arteries  with  Hem- 
orrhage.'' 

5.  Luther  Clark  Cox,  Kaston,  Md.,  on  "  Anesthesis." 

6.  William  Doming,  Litchfield,  on  "  The  Functions  of  the  Liver." 

7.  Henry  L.  Fitch,  New  Haven,  on  "  The  Diarrhea  of  Children." 

8.  Richard  Foot,  New  Haven,  on  "  Hydrocephalus." 

9.  Joseph  Shelton  French,  B.  A.,  1853,  Bridgeport,  on  "Croup." 

10.  Elijah  Gregory,  Danbury,  on  "  Scarlatina." 

11.  Cyrus  Brownlie  Newton,  Somers,  on  ''Concussion  and  Compression." 

12.  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy,  South  Coventry,  on  "  Croup." 

13.  James   A.    Richards,  B.   A.,  Amherst,   New  Haven,  "  Vegetable  and 
Animal  Respiration,  with  Valedictory  Address." 

One  License  only  was  granted  by  the  President  of  the  Connecticut  Med- 
ical Society,  and  that  was  to  William  Camp,  of  Newtown,  whose  Disserta- 
tion was  on  "  Inflammation." 

John  D.  Ford,  M.  D.,  of  Norwich,  and  William  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  of 
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Norfolk,  were  appointed  to  give  the  Annual  Addresses  to  the  candidates  in 
1856  and  1857. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tuesday,  July  29th,  1856,  for  a 
semi-annual  examination. 

And  your  committee  would  further  report : 

That  the  Commencement  Exercises  which  came  off  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  were  of  much  interest,  and  were  attended 
by  a  large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

The  Valedictory  Address  was  given  by  Dr.  James  A.  Richards,  of  the 
Graduating  Class,  which  was  creditable  to  the  author ;  and  the  Annual  Ad- 
dress to  the  Candidates,  by  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Meriden,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  and  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Examiners,  which  was  particularly  able  and  appropriate ;  after  which 
the  Degrees  were  conferred  by  President  Woolsey,  of  Yale  College. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  COGSWELL,  Chairman. 


REPORT   OF    STANDING    COMMITTEE    ON   NOMINATING 
PROFESSORS. 

To  the  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  in  Convention  at 
New  Haven,  May  28th,  1856. 

The  Committee  of  this  Society  appointed  to  nominate,  on  its  part  "  Pro- 
fessors in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College,"  respectfully  report : 

That  on  the  resignation  of  Prof.  T.  P.  Beers,  they  were  summoned  by 
the  President  to  meet  a  committee  of  the  College  Corporation,  to  name  a 
successor. 

The  committee  of  the  Corporation  present,  consisted  of  the  Rev.  Jere- 
miah Day,  D.  D.,  Prof.  B.  Silliman,  Senior,  and  Hon.  Henry  Dutton  ;  and 
from  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  Drs.  W.  C.  Williams,  David  Harri- 
son, and  E.  K.  Hunt. 

The  letter  from  Prof.  Beers  announcing  his  resignation  having  been  read, 
it  was  voted  unanimously,  that  the  name  of  Pliny  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  of 
New  Haven,  be  presented  to  the  Corporation  for  their  appointment  to  the 
vacant  Professorship. 

B.  SILLIMAN,  Chairman. 

E.  K.  Hunt,  Secretary. 
New  Haven,  April  16,  1856. 


Jjiagrapljical  Sketclj  of  Or.  aatilson. 


The  following  remarks  have  been  extracted  from  a  Memoir  of  the  late 
Myron  W.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  read  before  the  Hartford  Medical  Society 
by  Dr.  8.  B.  Beresford,  January  7th,  1856. 

Dr.  Myron  W.  Wilson,  second  son  of  John  W.  and  Elizabeth  Wilson, 
was  born  on  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  at  Watcrvliet,  Albany  County,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  where  his  earliest  childhood  was  passed.  The  family 
removing  to  Schenectady,  in  the  same  State,  he  was  placed  at  the  Albany 
Academy,  and  there  obtained  his  classical  and  general  education. 

Selecting  the  profession  of  Medicine,  he  commenced  its  study  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  with  Dr.  J.  II.  Case,  of  Albany  county,  remaining  with  that 
gentleman  one  year,  and  passing  the  following  in  the  office  of  Dr.  W.  N. 
Duane,  of  Schenectady.  In  the  winter  of  183U  and  1840,  he  attended  the 
course  of  lectures  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Western 
New  York,  during  its  last  session  ;  and  .-cjain  in  1810,  resumed  his  studies  at 
the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  graduating  there  at  the  close  of 
the  medical  term.  Immediately  after  graduation,  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  resident  physician  to  the  1'hiladelphia  Almshouse  and  Hospital,  for 
a  year,  and  at  its  expiration  returned  to  Schenectady  and  commenced 
practice. 

On  the  -llh  of  September,  1845,  Dr.  Wilson  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Putnam,  eldeal  daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  George  Sumner,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  continuing  the  pursuit  of  his  profession  at  Schenectady,  until  the 
winter  of  1847,  when  he  removed  to  Hartford. 

In  this  new  position,  his  capabilities  as  a  practitioner,  assisted  by  the  influ- 
ence of  Dr.  Sumner,  soon  procured  him  a  respectable  share  of  employment. 
His  business  gradually  augmenting,  was  after  Dr.  Sumner's  decease,  further 
increased.  At  his  death  it  was  still  increasing  ;  his  position  was  one  of  un- 
usual promise,  and  had  he  survived,  his  usefulness  would  probably  have  been 
observed,  not  alone  by  the  public,  but  by  the  profession,  of  which  he  was  an 
honorable,  efficient,  and  deserving  member. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Wilson  was  practical  and  well  informed.  With  excel- 
lent judgment,  and  a  mind  well  versed  in  the  medical  literature  of  the  day, 
he  also  possessed  sound  discrimination,  the  result  of  an  experience  carefully 
gathered  and  remembered. 

To  the  kindest  sympathies,  were  likewise  added  energy  and  decision, 
important  qualifications  in  the  practicing  physician.     At  the  bed-side  of  the 
sick,  he  was  patient,  affectionate,  and  attentive ;  toothing  the  timid,  assuring 
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the  weak  and  desponding,  and  smoothing  the  pillow  of  the  dying.  His 
remarks  were  appropriate  and  comforting,  his  practice  judicious,  and  whole 
demeanor  such  as  seldom  failed  to  secure  the  confidence  of  patients  and 
friends.  In  professional  intercourse,  the  doctor  was  frank,  maintaining  his 
own  views  with  firmness,  yet  ever  respectfully  considering  opposite  opinions  ; 
and  never  neglecting  the  courtesy  and  forbearance,  so  essential  to  harmony 
and  good  feeling.  Scrupulously  observant  of  medical  etiquette,  none  prized 
it  higher,  or  felt  more  pained  at  any  violation  of  accustomed  rules  of  pro- 
priety. An  enemy  to  all  quackery,  fashionable  or  vulgar,  open  or  disguised, 
he  has  left  behind  him  in  the  remembrance  of  his  fellow-practitioners,  an 
esteemed  and  unsullied  reputation. 

In  1855,  Dr.  Wilson  succeeded  the  late  Dr.  Sumner,  as  Physician  to  the 
Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  having  for  some  time  pre- 
viously been  associated  with  him  in  that  appointment. 

He  was  an  active,  enterprising  citizen,  an  affable,  pleasant  companion, 
and  a  sincere,  reliable  friend.  His  social  virtues  were  an  attractive  element 
in  his  character,  and  could  not  but  be  acknowledged  by  such  as  knew  him 
intimately. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  Dr. 
Wilson  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Registration  ;  a  favor- 
ite subject  with  him,  and  one  to  which  he  had  given  earnest  attention. 

With  strong  attachment  to  his  profession,  was  also  conjoined  marked 
literary  taste;  and  in  1854,  Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  conferred  on 
him  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts. 

Dr.  Wilson  was  a  sincere  though  unpretending  Christian.  His  piety 
unobtrusive,  was  yet  zealous  and  fervent.  Devotedly  attached  to  the  doc- 
trines and  forms  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  he  never  ceased  to 
evince  the  warmest  interest  in  every  thing  pertaining  to  its  welfare  ;  and 
had  he  lived,  his  energy  and  usefulness  would  have  been  widely  felt  in  every 
department  of  Christian  benevolence,  according  to  his  means  and  opportu- 
nities. 

An  extensive  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  who  loved  the  man  and 
respected  the  physician,  deeply  regret  the  early  removal  of  one  who  prom- 
ised so  favorably.  While  in  attendance  on  two  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  Dr. 
Wilson  was  unfortunately  seized  with  the  same  malady,  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1855.  The  disease,  from  its  invasion  severe,  soon  became  threaten- 
ing and  alarming ;  and  notwithstanding  the  unceasing  watchfulness,  of 
anxious  attendant  physicians,  and  the  devoted  care  of  affectionate  relatives 
and  friends,  terminated  his  valuable  life,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber following. 

If  there  are  no  exciting  events  to  be  noticed  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Wilson,  the 
daily  record  of  that  life,  would  furnish  ample  proof  of  a  devotedness  to  his 
profession,  in  all  its  active,  untiring,  and  self-sacrificing  labors,  worthy  of  our 
best  imitation,  and  above  praise.  A  good  and  useful  man  in  his  generation, 
he  has  fallen  at  an  early  age,  like  many  of  the  brethren  before  him,  in  the 
harness  of  duty.     "  Requiescat  in  pace." 


Abstract   of   tlj?   Reports 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OP  HARTFORD  COUNTY,  FOR  1855. 


HARTFORD,  BY  DR.  GURDON  W.  RUSSFXI.. 

In  common  with  other  parts  of  the  county,  I  would  report  that  the  past 
year  has  been  one  of  great  health,  and  email  mortality.  The  amount  of 
sickness  in  the  town  was  less  than  usual,  judging  from  my  own  observations 
and  those  of  others,  nor  did  the  cases  continue  ;is  long,  or  terminate  unfavor- 
ably as  frequently,  as  in  some  former  years. 

The  commencement  of  the  year  was  cold,  and  during  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary the  thermometer  sunk  frequently  below  zero,  on  one  occasion  as  low 
as  15°;  the  spring  months  were  cold  and  rainy,  and  pneumonic  complaints 
prevailed  to  some  extent.  June  and  July  were  hot  and  moist)  the  thermom- 
eter rising  on  one  occasion  to  98  Farenheit  in  the  shade,  and  for  several 
days  in  succession  ranged  from  90  to  95  .  The  heat  was  excessive  and 
prostrating,  the  atmosphere  the  latter  part  of  the  month  being  quite  sultry, 
so  that  many  prognosticated  an  unhealthy  season,  yet  I  find  in  minutes  made 
at  the  time,  "  that  there  has  been  but  little  sickness  during  this  month  ;  that 
it  has  been  healthier  than  usual."  The  latter  part  of  the  year  may  be  char- 
acterized as  warm  and  dry. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  prevailing  during  the  year,  and  with  the 
exception  of  typhoid  fever,  a  less  amount  than  usual  of  'lipases  of  the  zym- 
otic class;  this  fever  prevailed  mostly  during  the  last  six  months,  and  though 
it  was  not  extensive,  yet  was  far  beyond  what  we  arc  accustomed  to  meet 
with  here.  The  mortality  was  small  compared  with  the  number  of  cases, 
being  I  think  but  nine  during  the  whole  year,  yet  often  the  symptoms  were 
severe.  I  made  frequent  inquiries  during  this  time  of  different  physicians, 
to  ascertain  if  this  was  an  epidemic  constitution  affecting  this  county,  or  this 
n,  and  could  not  ascertain  that  it  was  general  in  its  character;  some 
replied  that  they  had  more,  and  some  less  than  usual,  whilst  with  others  a 
few  cases  had  occurred,  as  was  the  custom  every  year. 

There  was  certainly  less  of  diarrhea  aud  kindred  diseases  of  the  bowels, 
than  usual,  and  the  cases  were  more  amenable  to  treatment,  requiring  gen- 
erally but  the  miluV'st  remedies. 

Drs.  Wells  and  Browaell,  a  committee  of  the  Hartford  Medical  Society, 
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reported  to  that  body  that  the  deaths  of  the  city  for  the  year  1855, 
returned  as  280,  classified  as  follows : 


1. 

Zymotic 

(including  endemic,  epidemic,  and  contagious,) 

58 

2. 

Diseases  of  general  or  uncertain  seat, 

.       33 

3. 

a 

"  nervous  system, 

41 

4. 

u 

"  respiratory  organs, 

72 

5. 

u 

"  organs  of  circulation, 

7 

6. 

" 

"  digestive  system, 

.        19 

7. 

a 

"  urinary  organs, 

3 

8. 

" 

"  generative  system, 

5 

9. 

(C 

"  old  age,        ..... 

8 

10. 

it 

"  external  causes,             .... 

17 

11. 

u 

"  causes  not  specified, 

5 

12. 

Still  born, 

12 

They  say  "  that  notwithstanding  the  constant  increase  of  our  population, 
the  number  of  deaths  is  less  than  in  any  one  of  the  preceding  five  years, 
with  the  exception  of  1853."  These  remarks,  though  made  with  reference 
to  the  city,  are  strictly  true  of  the  town  also. 

The  population  of  the  city  being  24,095,  and  the  deaths  280,  the  per 
centage  of  the  mortality  is  1.16. 

They  remark  that  "  in  presenting  this  report,  we  would  draw  the  attention 
of  the  Society  to  the  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory 
organs;  this  is  the  only  class  where  our  mortuary  record  is  not  less  than 
during  the  preceding  year.  Here  is  a  marked  increase,  it  being  72,  whilst 
in  1854  it  was  61. 

"  Although  the  whole  number  of  deaths  was  much  less  than  during  the 
previous  year,  yet  upon  examination  we  find  that  during  the  second  quarter, 
on  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June,  the  reverse  is  the  case,  and  here  as 
in  the  previous  exception,  the  difference  is  very  great,  the  number  being  62, 
whilst  during  the  previous  year  it  was  in  the  corresponding  months  but  41." 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  uncommonly  cool  and  moist  spring,  with 
great  freshets,  numerous  and  long  continued,  the  Connecticut  river  being  on 
one  occasion  fourteen  feet  above  low  water  mark  in  June,  may  be  some  of 
the  causes  to  which  this  increased  mortality  is  owing ;  at  these  times  an 
easterly  or  north-easterly  wind  is  apt  to  prevail,  and  the  atmosphere,  chilly 
and  loaded  with  moisture,  is  exceedingly  uncomfortable  and  depressing.  It 
may  be  that  some  chronic  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  were  brought  to 
an  end  by  influences  of  this  character,  which  would  with  a  genial  air  and 
pleasant  sunshine  have  been  prolonged  into  the  summer  or  autumn  months. 

It  is  to  these  agencies,  or  those  of  a  similar  character,  that  we  must  look 
for  an  increase  or  decrease  in  this  class  of  diseases,  for  the  other  inducing 
agents  are  constantly  operating,  and  are  supposed  to  be  the  same  from  year 
to  year. 
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NEW  BRITAIN,  BY  DR.  B.  N.  COMINGS. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  returned  has  been  100.  From  various 
sources  I  have  been  able  to  learn  the  causes  of  death  in  66  cases,  as  follows : 
Congestion  of  the  Brain,  1  ;  Softening  of  the  Brain  from  blows.  2 ;  Maras- 
mus, 4;  Dropsy,  5;  Croup,  2;  Erysipelas,  1;  Dysentery,  12;  Consump- 
tion, 11  ;  Fever,  Infantile,  2  ;  do.  Scarlet,  3  ;  do.  Typhoid,  2  ;  do.  Puerperal, 
1 ;  Cholera  Infantum,  3  ;  Pericarditis,  2  ;  Cancer,  3  ;  Old  Age,  4  ;  and  one 
each  from  Suicide,  Bronchial  Catarrh,  Pneumonia,  Apoplexy,  Inflammation, 
Asphyxia,  Gangrene,  and  Cyanosis. 

The  ages  of  the  100  persons  who  have  died  during  the  year  were  as 
follows : 

30,  (more  than  one-third)  one  year  and  under. 

14  over  one  year  and  under  six,  making  one-half  occurring  under  six 
years  of  age. 

The  average  age  of  all  who  have  died  is  10  years. 
"         "  "     48  Foreigners  is  lt)J  years. 

"         "  "     52  Americans,     28 

Epidemics.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  New  Britain  has  lor  many 
years  been  more  or  less  subject  to  epidemic  diseases.  Its  location  is  perhaps 
remarkably  suited  to  those  diseases  which  have  their  origin  in  local  causes. 
The  present  site  was  originally  a  large  swamp  interspersed  with  gravel 
knolls  and  hills:  the  village  appears  from  either  of  the  hills  which  surround 
it,  to  be  spread  out  on  an  open  plain.  The  original  elevations  have  all  dis- 
appeared in  the  process  of  filling  up  the  swamp,  but  we  have  still  left  within 
the  limits  of  the  borough,  six  swamps  which  are  too  low  for  building  pur- 
poses, though  all  but  one  of  these  may  be  said  to  be  well  drained.  On  the 
east  side  of  the  village,  about  equally  distant  from  the  north  and  south  ex- 
tremity is  a  peat  swamp,  from  which  several  hundred  cords  of  peat  are 
annually  taken.  The  pits  from  which  this  is  removed  are  allowed  to  fill 
with  water,  and  the  air  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  is  often  sensibly 
affected  by  the  impurities  which  are  generated;  there  is  unmistakable  evi- 
dence that  the  north  and  north-west  winds  bear  from  its  surface,  silently  and 
unobserved,  the  exciting  causes  of  epidemic  diseases. 

Dysentery.  During  the  months  of  August  and  September  there  were 
probably  not  less  than  150  cases  of  dysentery.  About  one  half  of  them 
occurred  in  a  small  neighborhood  south  and  south-east  of  this  peat  swamp. 
The  population  of  this  vicinity  is  probably  one-eighth  of  the  whole  village. 
Of  the  12  fatal  cases  of  dysentery  reported,  10  occurred  here.  The  causes 
of  disease  are  often  mysterious  and  unknown,  but  here  is  an  instance,  where 
the  existence  of  a  local  cause  is  too  apparent  to  admit  of  a  doubt,  and  where 
an  income  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  is  balanced  in  consequences,  by  a  much 
greater  expenditure  for  avoidable  sickness,  and  by  the  loss  of  at  least  several 
valuable  lives. 

Erysipelas  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  during  the  month  of  March,  though 
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only  one  case  proved  fatal.  In  every  instance,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  the 
tumefaction  commenced  on  the  nose,  and  spread  more  or  less  over  the  face 
and  scalp.  Nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  to  arrest  the  disease  in  a  proportion 
of  the  cases,  but  -without  much  apparent  benefit.  The  most  satisfactory 
results  were  obtained  from  the  tincture  of  the  sesqui-chloride  of  iron,  in 
doses  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  drops  from  four  to  six  times  a  day.* 

Review  of  Causes  of  Death.  The  mortality  of  children  (36  per  cent.) 
seems  very  large  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  no  general 
epidemic  has  prevailed  affecting  this  class  of  persons.  This  alarming  mor- 
tality may  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the  habits  of  life  adopted  by  our  for- 
eign" population.  The  population  of  New  Britain  is  supposed  at  the  present 
time  to  be  about  4,000  ;  less  than  one-third  are  foreigners,  mostly  Irish  and 
German ;  of  the  fifty  deaths  under  six  years  of  age,  thirty-six,  or  two-thirds, 
were  foreigners ;  thus  the  proportion  of  deaths  among  the  children  of  for- 
eigners is  more  than  double  the  mortality  among  the  Americans.  The 
average  age  at  which  all  the  deaths  reported,  have  occurred,  is  nearly  three 
times  as  great  among  Americans  as  among  foreigners,  being  as  ten  to  twenty- 
eight. 

How  shall  we  account  for  this  disproportionate  mortality  ?  In  New  Britain 
it  can  not  be  referred  to  location,  for  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  foreign 
population  reside  on  "  Dublin  Hill,"  to  the  north-west  of  the  village,  which 
would  seem  to  be  much  the  most  healthful  location  in  town  :  the  cause  must 
be  sought  for  in  the  people.  A  majority  of  the  families  may  be  found  in 
small,  unventilated  rooms,  which  serve  the  various  purposes  of  cooking, 
sleeping,  &c,  and  furnish  a  sty  for  the  pig,  and  a  roost  for  the  chickens. 
In  the  midst  of  all  this  filth  and  impure  air,  a  strong  susceptibility  to  disease 
is  soon  generated  ;  the  children  are  imperfectly  clothed,  improperly  fed,  and 
miserably  cared  for  when  sick.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  our  foreigners 
do  not  live  on  an  average  much  more  than  one-third  as  long  as  Americans,  it 
is  a  popular  opinion  that  they  are  more  healthy  and  vigorous  than  ourselves- 
This  opinion  is  often  advanced  as  a  supposed  fact  to  prove  that  the  toughen- 
ing process  of  exposing  children  to  cold,  and  all  sorts  of  irregularities  of  life, 
is  favorable  to  longevity.  On  the  contrary,  the  real  facts  show  us  that  the 
duration  of  life  is  in  proportion  to  the  fidelity  with  which  we  observe  the 
laws  of  health,  or  a  proper  regard  to  ventilation ,  dress,  diet,  &c,  and  it  is 
the  glory  of  our  profession  to  impart  to  the  public  that  knowledge  which 
should  enable  our  fellow-men  to  live  longer,  more  successfully,  and  more 
happily. 

*  The  use  of  this  agent  has  I  suppose  become  well  known  to  the  profession  in 
erysipelas,  but  I  can  not  refrain  from  bearing  testimony  to  the  good  results  which 
have  followed  its  exhibition  in  my  hands.     F. 
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THOMPSONVILLE,  BY  DB.  L.  S.  PEASE. 

This  village  is  nearly  comprised  in  the  limits  of  one-half  a  mile  square,  and 
numbers  twenty-three  hundred  inhabitants.  Its  topography  is  indicative  of 
healthfulness.  Situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Connecticut,  from  its  shore 
the  land  gradually  rises  to  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  from  the  bed  of 
the  river.  Through  its  center,  over  a  rocky  and  precipitous  bottom,  runs  a 
small  stream,  which  is  accumulated  into  three  several  ponds,  furnishing  the 
water-power  requisite  for  manufacturing,  and  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view  is 
an  efficient  sewer.  The  inclination  of  the  surface  being  toward  the  Con- 
necticut, and  from  either  side  toward  this  central  stream,  greatly  facilitates 
the  process  of  draining.  The  structure  of  the  soil  is  of  a  compact  homo- 
geneous nature,  or  red  stone  covered  with  sand,  through  which  water  easily 
percolates  and  Hows  oil'. 

The  surrounding  neighborhood  has  an  undulating  surface,  composed  of  a 
Bandy  soil,  resting  on  beds  of  clay ;  no  marshy  lands  or  sources  of  malaria 
any  where  exist. 

Thus  situated  on  an  eminence  which  overlooks  the  river,  surrounded  by 
no  hills  or  mountains,  all  tin-  em-rent-  of  air  which  sweep  over  the  valley 
approach  it  unobstructed.  The  river  adds  its  influence  also,  mitigating  the 
intense  heat  of  summer.  The  water,  though  what  is  called  "  hard,"  is  appa- 
rently as  pure  as  ever  burst  from  a  fountain. 

These  physical  causes  combine  to  exert  an  obvious  and  powerful  inlluence 
upon  the  general  health,  the  extent  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  ;  and 
I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  so  far  as  natural  causes  operate  upon  the  physical 
frame,  there  is  not  a  more  healthy  and  salubrious  location  in  this  latitude. 
Hence  it  is  that  malarial  diseases  are  entirely  unknown  ;  epidemics  are  rare 
and  generally  of  short  duration  :  typhoid  fevers  are  but  seldom  seen,  scarce 
averaging  two  per  annum  in  this  entire  population. 

But  the  many  causes  which  operate  so  powerfully  upon  a  manufacturing 
population,  wc  have  abundant  opportunity  and  occasion  to  witness.  1  will 
only  allude  to  the  most  obvious.  Our  population  of  twenty-three  hundred 
occupy  one  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling-houses,  which  are  divided  into  four 
hundred  tenements.  The  evil  of  crowding  numbers  into  small  unventilated 
apartments,  and  the  deleterious  effects  of  inhaling  noxious  air,  are  more 
apparent  in  a  manufacturing  population  than  elsewhere,  unless  wc  except 
the  confines  of  a  city  ;  here  the  evil  agents  are  operating  on  a  large  scale. 
If  we  consider  the  length  of  time  in  which  the  children  of  our  village  are 
immersed  in  an  atmosphere  not  only  positively  deleterious,  but  at  times 
absolutely  poisonous,  together  with  all  their  other  irregularities  ;  if  we  follow 
tbem  from  their  homes  to  the  school,  where  I  have  seen  an  hundred  children 
crowded  into  a  tingle  room  not  twenty-five  feet  square,  compelled  to  breathe 
an  atmosphere  decidedly  impure ;  if  we  still  follow  them  at  the  age  of 
eleven  and  twelve,  from  the  school  to  the  workshop,  as  badly  if  not  worse 
ventilated,  and  find  them  compelled  to  labor  as  many  hours  as  the  adult,  we 
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can  only  wonder  that  the  result  is  not  invariably  bodily  disease  or  mental 
imbecility ;  it  is  no  wonder  that  if  a  cold  is  to  be  had  that  they  are  the  first 
to  take  it,  or  that  if  influenza  prevails  they  are  the  first  to  have  a  grippe. 
It  has  been  obvious  to  me,  that  all  the  epidemic  diseases,  especially  those 
incident  to  earlier  life,  have  the  virulence  of  their  contagion,  and  the  sever- 
ity of  their  symptoms  increased  by  these  causes.  I  can,  doubtless,  almost 
be  anticipated,  when  I  say  that  consumption  is  the  scourge  of  our  village ; 
one-quarter  of  the  entire  mortality  is  from  this  disease.  And  how  can  it  be 
otherwise  '?  What  is  a  favorable  soil,  .or  genial  clime,  a  pure  atmosphere, 
or  a  cerulean  sky,  where  the  physical  frame  is  thus  overtaxed  with  labor,  and 
deprived  of  the  life-giving  influence  of  the  breath  of  heaven.  The  farmer 
or  the  horticulturist  can  not  more  assiduously  cultivate  his  seed  or  his  plant, 
to  ensure  an  abundant  harvest  or  a  luxuriant  growth,  than  are  the  seeds  of 
disease  thus  assiduously  nourished. 

The  causes  of  death  for  the  year  1855,  are  as  follows:  Dropsy,  2;  En- 
teritis, 2  ;  Influenza,  6  ;  Inflammation  of  Brain,  2  ;  Marasmus,  2  ;  Consump- 
tion, 6  ;  and  1  each  of  Croup,  Convulsions,  Cyanosis,  Old  Age,  and  Scar- 
latina. Total,  25.  Of  81  deaths  for  the  three  past  years,  21  were  from 
Consumption. 

ROCKY  HILL,  BY  DR.  R.  W.  GR1SVVOLD. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  during  the  year,  was  twenty,  returned  as 
follows :  Suicide,  1  ;  Sunstroke,  1  ;  Drowned,  1  ;  Insane,  1 ;  Inanition,  1 ; 
Unknown,  1 ;  Old  Age,  1  ;  Dropsy,  1  ;  Cancer,  1  ;  Disease  of  Heart,  1  ; 
Inflammation  of  Bowels,  1  ;  Kidney  and  Urinary  Passages,  1  ;  Typhus 
Fever,  1  ;  Pneumonia,  2  ;  Consumption,  5.  This  ie  two  per  cent,  of  the  pop- 
ulation.    In  1854  the  deaths  were  three  percent. 

As  regards  age,  two  were  under  1  year,  four  between  10  and  20,  (two  of 
which  were  the  cases  returned  as  "  suicide,"  and  "  drowned,")  five  between 
20  and  40,  (one  of  which  was  returned  as  "  sunstroke  ;")  the  remaining  nine 
were  over  60  years  of  age;  one  of  the  cases  of  Pneumonia  supervened  upon 
Phthisis  of  long  standing.  Deducting  the  cases  of  accidental  death,  and 
considering  those  of  Consumption,  and  remarking  the  ages  of  those  deceased 
from  disease,  it  will  be  observed  that  we  have  a  very  "  clean  bill "  to  present. 
Although  we  had  about  the  usual  amount  of  sporadic  cases,  we  may  con- 
sider that  it  has  been  a  healthy  year,  inasmuch  as  we  had  no  epidemics  of 
any  description,  and  our  cases  of  continued  fever  were  generally  of  a  mild 
type. 

I  remark,  as  last  year,  the  comparative  prevalence  of  Phthisis  in  my 
locality  ;  it  will  be  observed  that  of  the. causes  of  death  mentioned  above, 
from  actual  disease,  one-third  are  from  consumption.  No  remarks  are 
needed  upon  the  other  cases,  except  to  repeat  the  regret  I  expressed  last 
year,  that  the  deaths  are  not  always  as  accurately  returned  as  it  is  reasona- 
ble to  desire. 


|W»»  ft 


33 


GRANBY,  BY  FRANCIS  T.  ALLEN. 

The  part  of  the  township  in  which  I  reside  is  free  from  stagnant  water,  or 
large  marshes,  consisting  of  rugged  hills  or  mountains,  and  sandy  plains, 
interspersed  with  rapid  streams  of  living  water. 

In  February  Scarlet  Fever  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  through  this  and 
several  adjoining  towns,  small  children  having  it  mildly,  whilst  those  from 
eleven  to  sixteen  were  more  severely  alTected.  In  December  this  disease 
again  made  its  appearance,  but  was  mild  in  its  form. 

This  place  has  been  more  healthy  during  this  year  than  during  the  two 
preceding  ones,  while  just  across  the  line,  in  Massachusetts,  we  have  had 
more  fever  than  previously. 

The  Small-Pox  appeared  in  our  towiuhip  in  December,  but  did  not  come 
under  my  observation  until  this  year,  so  I  omit  further  mention  of  it  for  the 
present. 

WKTIIERSFIKLD,  BY  DB.  A.  S.  WARNER. 
A  remarkable  immunity  from  epidemic  or  other  diseases,  is  the  noticeable 
feature  in  the  history  of  our  town  for  the  past  year.  The  whole  number  of 
deaths  was  34,  9  of  which  were  in  Newington,  and  H  were  in  the  Connecti- 
cut State  Prison.  Among  the  causes  of  death,  no  one  was  so  prevalent  as  to 
deserve  notice. 


%zt  ^nmt&injj  t|e  CjjarUr. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Medical 
Institution  of  Yale  College." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Asse7iibli/,  convened: 

That  the  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  in  relation  to  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College,"  be  and  hereby  is  altered  by  adding  to  the  third  section  of  said 
act  the  words  following. 

Provided  furthermore,  that  no  person  shall  be  recommended  as  aforesaid 
to  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  unless  such  person  shall  have  previously 
attended  one  course  of  lectures  in  the  Medical  Institution  of  Yale  College. 

Approved,  June  29,  1856. 
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ISAAC  G.  PORTER,  M.  D. 
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N.  B.  IVES,  M.  D. 

GEORGE  BLACKMAN,  M.  D. 
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College. 

R.  M.  FOWLER,  M.  D. 
WILLIAM  N.  CLARK,  M.  D. 
ROBERT  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 
L.  N.  BEARDSLEY,  M.  D. 
JOHN  HILL,  Jr.,  M.  D. 

Standing  Committee  to  confer  with  State  Librarian  on  Registration. 

E.  K.  HUNT,  M.  D. 

J.  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D. 

S.  G.  HUBBARD,  M.  D. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


Tiik  Annual  Convention  of  the  President  and  Fellows,  of  the 
Connecticut  Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Hartford,  May 

27,  1857. 

The  President  called  the  Convention  to  order,  when  the  certificates 
ol  the  election  of  Fellows  were  read  l>y  the  Secretary,  and  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Hutchinson,  Gillette  and  Welch,  who 
reported  the  following  list  of 

FELLOWS. 

HARTFOBD  COUNTY. 
J.  F.  Wells,  M.  I).,  Hartford,  It.  W.  Griswold,  M.  ]).,  Bock]  Hill. 

It.  Fox,  M.  D.,  Wethersfield.  A.  Morrison,  M.  D.,  Will. 1m. r. 

II.  C.  Gillette,  M.  D.,  South  Windsor. 

NEW  HAVEN  COUNTY. 
N.  B.  Ives,  M.  D.,  New  Haven.  John  Nieoll,  M.  D.,  New  Haven. 

P.  A.  Jewett,  M.  D.,  New  Haven.  W.  L.  Lay,  M.  1).,  Branfnid. 

Andrew  Castle,  M.  1).,  Woodbridge. 

NEW  LONDON  COUNTY. 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.  D.,  New  London.*  Alonzo  Fuller,  M.  I).,  Greeneville. 
George  E.  I'alinei',  M.  I).,  Stonington.  Mclaiictlion  Storrs,  M.  1).,  Colchester. 

Benj.  1).  Dean,  M.  D.,  Greenville. 

WINDHAM  COUNTY". 
Hiram  Holt,  M.  1).,  Pomfret.  *Lewis  E.  Dixon,  M.  D.,  Moosup. 

Edwin  A   Hill,  M.  D.,  East  Killingly.    Thos.  W.  Perry,  M.  D..  Putnam. 

John  Hill,  Jr.,  If.  D.,  Willimanti.-. 

FAIRFIELD  COUNTY. 

*.F.  McLean,  M.  1).,  Norwalk.  *Rufns  Blakcman,  M.  D.,  Greenfield. 

Geo.  Blackman,  M.  D.,  Westport.  Geo.  Dyer.  M.  D.,  Trumbnll. 

•  Uosea  It.  Pardee,  M.  D.,  So.  Norwalk. 

*Ab>.  "i 


LITCHFIELD  COUNTY. 
H.  M.  Knight,  M.  D.,  Lakeville.  D.  E.  Bostwick,  M.  D.,  Litchfield. 

Wm.  Deming,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Litchfield.       James  Welch,  M.  D.,  West  Winsted. 
Ralph  Deming,  M.  D.,  Sharon. 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 
Ira  Hutchinson,  M.  D.,  Cromwell.  *G.  C.  H.  Gilbert,  M.  D.,  Portland. 

Geo.  W.  Burke,  M.  D.,  Middlctown. 

TOLLAND  COUNTY. 
Alden  Skinner,  M.  D.,  Rockville.  *S.  F.  Pomery,  M.  D.,  Staffordville. 

♦Henry  S.  Dean,  M.  D.,  So.  Coventry. 

Communications  were  then  read  from  the  Hartford  Hospital  Soci- 
ety, inviting  the  Convention  to  witness  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  the  new  Hospital,  in  said  city,  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  this  day,  and 
also  from  the  Hartford  City  Medical  Society,  inviting  the  Conven- 
tion to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Society  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  this 
evening,  which  were  read  and  accepted  by  the  Convention. 

The  President,  Dr.  Catlin,  then  read  his  annual  address, 

When  Dr.  Woodward  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to 
Dr.  Catlin  for  his  able  and  interesting  address,  and  that  he  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary,  for  publica- 
tion with  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention  ;  adopted  unanimously. 
After  which  Drs.  J.  Welch  and  Nicoll  were  appointed  Tellers,  and  an 
informal  ballott  had  for  the  several  offices  to  be  filled.  The  Convention 
then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  duly  re-elected,  viz. : 

BENJAMIN  H.  CATLIN,  M.  D.,  President. 
ASHBEL  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  Vice  President. 
GEORGE  O.  SUMNER,  M.  D.,  Treasurer. 
JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  a  Commit- 
tee on  the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  year,  viz. :  Drs.  Jewett,  B. 
D.  Dean,  J.  Hill,  Jr. 

The  Committee  reported  that  they  could  find  none  ;  report  accepted 
and  Committee  discharged. 

Communications  being  in  order,  were  then  received  from  Litchfield 

*Absent 


Co.  Medical  Society,  being  resolutions  adopted  at  the  county  meeting 
last  held,  on  the  subject  of  Idiocy. 

From  Hartford  Co.  Medical  Society,  being  the  Sanitary  reports  re- 
ceived by  them  from  some  of  the  towns  in  said  county  on  said  sub- 
ject ;  also,  a  dissertation  read  before  said  Society  by  P.  M.  Hastings, 
M.  D.,  and  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Society  on  the  subject  of 
Registration. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ralph  Doming, 

The  Sanitary  reports  from  Hartford  County  were  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  one  from  a  county. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

The  resolutions  on  Registration  wen;  referred  to  a  committee  of 
throe,  to  report  thereon. 

Also,  the  resolutions  of  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society  on  Idi- 
ocy, to  a  committee  of  three. 

Also,  that  the  dissertation  of  Dr.  Hastings  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  three. 

The  Chair  appointed  Drs.  Knight,  Ives,  and  Burke,  said  committee 
on  the  Litchfield  county  resolutions. 

Drs.  Fox,  It.  Doming  and  Burke,  on  Hartford  county  resolutions 
on  Registration. 

Drs.  Ives,  Welch  and  Pardee,  on  Dr.  Ha.stings'  dissertation. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dean, 

A  committee  of  three  were  appointed  on  the  address  of  the  Pn  -i- 
dent. 

Drs.  Dean,  Bostwick  and  Blackmail  wore  appointed  such  commit- 
tee. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  then  read,  accepted,  and  referred 
to  a  committee  consisting  of  Drs.  Morrison,  Pony  and  E.  A.  Hill. 

Abstract  of  Treasurer' t  Report. 

Cash  in  Treasury, 
Due  from  Clerks, 

Deduct,  say  two-fifths  of  this  for  bad  debts, 
abatements,  commissions,  &&, 

Total  Cash  and  due  from  Clerks, 

The  Society  owes  for  debentures  outstanding, 

Loaves  Balance  in  favor  of  Society,  -  S405.60J 


$1,042.41 
416,90 

S208.53 
625  45 

- 

S833.98 
428.37^ 
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The  Auditing  Committee,  through  their  chairman,  Dr.  Morrison, 
reported  that  they  had  examined  the  above  account  of  the  Treasurer, 
and  found  it  correct. 

Report  accepted  and  committee  discharged. 

Drs.  Holt,  Jewett,  Wells,  Dean,  Dyer,  R.  Deming,  and  Skinner 
were  appointed  a  committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary 
Members. 

Drs.  Ives,  Geo.  Dyer,  B.  D.  Dean,  King,  Holt  and  Welch,  were 
appointed  committee  on  gratuitous  students. 

Drs.  Castle,  Wm.  Deming,  Jr.,  and  M.  Storrs,  on  Debentures. 

Drs.  Gillette,  Lay,  Dean,  J.  Hill,  Jr.,  Blackman,  R.  Deming,  Burke, 
and  Skinner,  on  Sanitary  Reports  of  Hartford  County. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Half  past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Convention  came  together  and  were  called  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  election  of  the  Standing  Committees 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolutions  of  the  Litchfield  County  Medical  Society,  through  their 
chairman,  Dr.  H.  M.  Knight,  was  then  made  to  the  Convention. 
The  committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  said  resolutions 
and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  to  memoralize  the  Leg- 
islature now  in  session  in  conformity  to  said  resolutions.  The  report 
was  accepted,  the  resolutions  adopted,  and  the  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Select  Committee 
on  Humane  Institutions. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  physicians  of  New  Haven  deem  it 
expedient  to  invite  the  American  Medical  Association  to  meet  in  that 
city,  the  State  Medical  Society  will  join  in  the  invitation. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Drs.  Griswold,  Nicoll,  Porter,  E.  A.  Hill,  Blackman,  Wm.  Dem- 
ing, Jr.,  Burke  and  Pomeroy,  were  appointed  to  report  the  names  of 
delegates  to  represent  the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society  in  the 
American  Medical  Association,  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  in  1858. 


Dr.  P.  G.  Rockwell  then  presented  an  invitation  to  the  Convention 
to  hold  their  next  annual  convention  in  the  city  of  Waterbury. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  Convention  resolved  to  hold 
the  next  annual  convention  in  the  city  of  Waterbury,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  May,  1858. 

Dr.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on  Gratuitous  Students,  reported 
that  Samuel  C.  Chapin  bad  been  returned  by  the  Clerk  of  the  New 
Haven  County  Medical  Society,  and  II.  Webster  Jones  had  been  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  from  Fairfield  County  Medical  Society;  that 
the  remaining  counties  in  the  Slate  bail  made  no  elections  for  gratuit- 
ous students,  as  appeared  from  the  examination  of  their  returns  to  the 
Secretary  ;  and  further,  that  there  were  no  candidates  recommended 
to  the  committee  having  the  requisite  qualifications  ;  the  committee 
recommended,  therefore,  thai  the  remaining  counties  remain  vacant 
the  ensuing  year. 

Report  accepted  and  Committee  discharged. 

Dr.  I  lean,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  w;i-  referred  the  Address 
of  the  President  at  the  opening  of  the  Convention,  made  a  report 

which  was,  on  motion,  accepted. 

The  Committee  reported, 

That,  so  much  of  said  address  as  relates  t"  the  organizati t   the 

Slate  Medical  Society,  lie  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  -ball 
perfect  a  system  of  organization  for  the  Society  during  the  ensuing 
year,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  Convention. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  Sanitary  reports  and  resolutions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  already  appointed  for  that  purpose,  on  the 
Hartford  County  Sanitary  reports. 

And,  further,  that  that  portion  of  the  addles-  referring  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  American  Medical  Association  he  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee of  three. 

After  the  acceptance  of  the  above  reports,  the  Convention,  after  dis- 
cussion in  which  it  appeared  that  several  committees  had  already  been 

appointed  by  previous  conventions,  on  the  subject  of  a  Constitution 
and  By-Laws  for  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  said  Conventions  bad 
uniformly  regarded  any  farther  organization  as  unnecessary,  and  that 
the  appointment  of  another  committee  on  said  subject  by  this  Conven- 
tion would  not  induce  a  succeeding  Convention  to  adopt  any  plan  of 
organization  in  alteration  of  our  present  system  under  the  act  of  in- 
corporation of  our   present  Medical  Society,  the  Convention  unanim- 


ously  resolved  not  to  appoint  a  committee  to  form  a   Constitution  for 
the  State  Society  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

The  Convention  voted  to  refer  that  portion  relating  to  Sanitary  re- 
ports to  the  Committee  already  appointed  on  the  Hartford  County 
Sanitary  reports,  as  recommended  by  the  Committee,  and  also  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  three  on  the  resolutions  of  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association,  as  recommended. 

Dr.  Holt,  from  the  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Hon- 
orary Members,  reported  the  name  of  Dr.  Ralph  Deming,  of  Sharon, 
for  the  Honorary  Degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Dr.  Thomas  C. 
Brinsmade,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  George  Chandler,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  and  Dr.  Gilman  Kimball,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  for  Honorary 
Members. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  and  the  Committee 
discharged. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  gentlemen  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  and  they  were  unanimously  elected,  as  fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Dr.  Ralph  Deming  to  be  recommended  by  the  Convention,  to  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Yale  College,  for  the  Honorary  Degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  also  Drs.  Thomas  C.  Brinsmade,  George 
Chandler  and  Gilman  Kimball  as  Honorary  Members  of  the  Connec- 
ticut State  Medical  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

Dr.  Benjamin  D.  Dean  read  his  Dissertation  in  conformity  to  his 
appointment  as  Dissertator  to  the  present  Convention — the  subject 
being  the  "  Medical  Profession.'' 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

The  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  tendered  to  Dr.  Dean  for  his  able 
and  interesting  Address,  and  it  was  further  resolved  that  a  copy  be 
requested  for  publication  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Fox,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Hartford  County  Medical  Society  on  the  subject  of  Reg- 
istration of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  reported, 

That  they  consider  it  important  that  the  State  Medical  Society 
should  identify  itself  with  the  practical  operation  of  the  Law  upon 
this  subject,  and  would  therefore  recommend  that  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  by  this  body  to  confer  and  co-operate 
with  the  State  Librarian,  as  necessity  may  require  and  report  to 
the  annual  sessions  of  this  Convention. 
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Report  accepted  and  resolution  adopted. 

Drs.  John  F.  Wells,  J.  G.  Porter  and  Thomas  W.  Perry  were 
then  appointed  a  Committee  on  that  portion  of  the  President's  ad- 
dress relating  to  the  resolutions  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Griswold,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Nomina- 
tion of  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  was  then 
made,  and  on  motion,  recommitted. 

Dr.  Bostwick,  from  the  Committee  to  nominate  DissertatOT  to  the 
next  Convention,  reported  the  names  of  Dr.  Henry  W.  Buel,  of 
Litchfield,  a  Dissertator  and  Dr.  Rufus  Baker,  of  Deep  River,  :i<  sub- 
stitute. Report  accepted  and  the  gentlemen  were  severally  appoint- 
ed as  recommended. 

Dr.  Nicoll,  from  the  Committee  on  Delegates  to  tin-  American 
Medical  Association,  reported  the  Dames  of 

Dr.  Edward  W.  Hatch,  of  West  Meriden, 
"   A.  B.  Ilailc,  of  Norwich, 
"    Charles  Woodward,  of  Middletown, 
"    Edward  Brinley,  of  Hartford. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  Gentlemen  were  appointed  to  represent 
the  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society  at  the  next  annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  lie  held  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  May,  1858. 

Adjourned  to  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  Thursday  morning. 


Thursday  Morning,  8  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

An  informal  communication  having  been  received  from  Dr.  Ells- 
worth, of  Hartford,  in  reference  to  certain  statements  made  on  Wed- 
nesday, to  the  Convention,  in  regard  to  an  infringement  of  medical 
police,  by  him  in  consultation  with  practitioners  who  were  not  members 
of  the  Society,  and  Dr.  Ellsworth  having  denied  and  explained  6uch 
allegations,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

Resolved,  That  P.  W.  Ellsworth  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Con- 
vention at  the  meeting  in  Waterbury,  with  an  explanation  of  the 
matter  referred  to  in  his  communication. 

Adopted. 

Resolved,  That   the    Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  Dr.  Ells- 
worth with  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 
2 
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Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

Resolved,  That  Wm.  H.  Sage,  of  Unionville,  be  expelled  from  this 
Society,  under  the  by-law  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Medical 
Society  to  expel  any  member  notoriously  in  the  practice  of  Homoe- 
pathy,  Hydropathy,  or  any  other  form  of  quackery.  Adopted.  And 
Wm.  H.  Sage  was  expelled  under  said  by-law  from  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Beckwith, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  added  to  the  Committees  usually  ap- 
pointed by  the  Convention,  a  committee  of  three,  to  receive  the  re- 
ports from  the  several  counties  on  deceased  members,  with  such 
biographical  notices  as  may  have  been  read  before  the  several  county 
meetings  during  the  year  ending  April  first,  in  each  preceding  year. 

Resolution  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  Convention  then  proceeded  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  several  Standing  Committees,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  Committee  of  Exam- 
ination, viz. : 

P.  G.  Rockwell,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  Nathan  S.  Pike,  M.  D. ;  Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  and  James 
Welch,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  regular  vacancies  in  said  committees. 

N.  B.  Ives,  M.  D.,  and  George  Blackman,  M.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  the  Committee  to  nominate  Physician  to  the  Retreat  for  the 
Insane. 

L.  N.  Beardsley,  and  M.  D.,  John  Hill,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  to  fill  vacancies  in 
the  Committee  to  nominate  Professors  to  the  Medical  Institution  of 
Yale  College. 

E.  K.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  J.  G.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  and  S.  G.  Hubbard, 
M.  D.,  were  appointed  Committee  under  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
present  Convention  to  appoint  a  Standing  Committee  to  confer  and  co- 
operate with  State  Librarian  on  the  Registration  of  Births,  Mar- 
riages and  Deaths. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ives, 

A  delegation  of  one  from  a  County  was  appointed  to  attend  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  in  June, 
1858. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  several  Counties  were  instructed  to 
nominate  and  report  the  names  of  the  Delegates  selected  by  them. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  reported  by  the  several  Counties  as 
selected  by  them,  viz. : 
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Hartford   County,    S.   B.   Beresford. 
New  Haven   "         N.  B.  Ives. 
New  London  "         Benjamin  D.  Dean. 
Windham        "         Hiram  Holt. 
Fairfield  "         George  Dyer. 

Litchfield        "         James  Welch.  • 

Middlesex       "        Aaa  H.  King. 
Tolland  "         Alden  Skinner. 

And  they  were  accordingly  appointed  by  the  Convention. 
Voted,  That  said  delegates,  in  case  of  inability  to  fulfill   their  ap- 
pointments,   have   power    to    substitute  other    members    from   their 
several  counties  to  fill  vacancies  arising  thereby. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Dean, 

Resolved,  That  a  tax  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  be  laid  upon  the 
members  of  this  Society,  payable  on  the  first  day  of  June  next 
Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dean, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  tendered  to  the 
Hartford  City  Medical  Society,  for  their  generous  hospitality  to 
the  members  of  this  Convention,  during  its  present  session. 

Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sumner, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerks  of  the  several  County  Medical  Societies 
be  directed  to  furnish  the  Treasurer  with  the  names  of  the  Fellows 
elected  at  their  Annual  County  Meetings,  as  were  required  of  them,  to 
the  Secretary,  and  in  addition  thereto. 

Adopted. 

Drs.  Russell,  Beckwith  and  Jewett  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
receive  reports  and  examine  biographical  notices  of  deceased  mem- 
bers, for  the  past  year. 

Dr.  Catlin,  from  the  Committee  of  Examination,  reported  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Standing  Committee  of  Examinations,  and  the  names 
of  the  graduates,  with  the  subjects  of  the  Theses  presented  and  de- 
fended by  them  at  the  annual  commencement  in  January  last,  with 
the  appointments  made  by  them,  &c. 

Report  accepted. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  nomination  of  Physicians  to  Re- 
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treat  for  the  Insane  and  Professors  to  Yale  College,  having  performed 
no  duties,  (no  vacancies  having  occurred,)  made  no  report. 

Dr.  Jewett,  from  the  Committee  on  Deceased  Members  and  Bio- 
graphical Notices,  reported  that  the  notices  in  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  several  reports  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  several  coun- 
ties, as  reported  to  the  Secretary  by  the  several  Clerks,  be  printed 
with  the  proceedings. 

Report  accepted. 

Dr.  Castle,  from  the  Committee  on  Debentures,  made  a  report 
which  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  paid. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 

That  the  several  county  meetings  be  requested  to  investigate  the 
subject  of  members  of  this  Society  consulting  with  irregular  practi- 
tioners, and  enforce  the  by-law  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

Passed. 

Dr.  Gillette,  from  the  Committee  on  Sanitary  Reports,  made  the 
following  report : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  sanitary  reports  merit  the 
continued  attention  of  this  Medical  Convention,  and  we  recommend 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Medical  Society  be  requested  to  pub- 
lish so  much  of  said  reports  now  laid  before  this  Convention,  as  he 
may  deem  proper,  and  that  we  recommend  to  the  several  county 
societies  to  continue  such  reports. 

Report  accepted. 

And  on  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett,  the  names  of  Drs.  Bostwick  and  W. 
Deming,  Jr.,  were  added  as  committee  with  the  Secretary,  as  a  com- 
mittee of  publication  on  said  reports. 

Dr.  Ives,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  dissertation 
of  Dr.  Hastings,  reported  that  they  had  examined  said  paper  and  rec- 
ommended that  the  Secretary  publish  the  same  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Skinner  moved  that  the  dissertation  be  referred  to  the  same 
committee  with  sanitary  reports  for  examination,  and  be  subject  to 
their  discretion  whether  to  publish  the  whole  or  part  thereof. 

Previous  question  moved  and  lost. 

Amendment  lost. 

The  report  was  then  accepted  and  the  dissertation  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewett, 
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Resolved,  That  there  he  appointed  a  Standing  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation, to  whom  all  communications  be  referred  from  the  several 
counties. 

Dr.  Bostwick  offered  an  amendment  that  one  from  a  county  be 
substituted.     Amendment  lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Drs.  Gurdon  W.  Russell,  Pliny  A.  Jewett  and  George  W.  Burke 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

Dr.  Wells,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  made  the  following  report : 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  and  indorse  the  recommendations  of 
the  American  Medical  Convention  in  their  transactions  for  185G,  p. 
395,  to  county  societies,  in  relation  to  the  duty  of  each  member  to 
keep  written  notes  of  his  practice  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  Mich 
statements  as  shall  .seem  important  and  interesting,  with  a  view  tor  pub- 
lication with  the  annual  proceedings  of  the  Stale  Society  ;  and  in  further- 
ance of  this  measure  we  recommend  to  the  county  .-ocictics  that  at  their 
next  annual  meeting  a  committee  be  appointed  to  receive  such  report-  a- 
may.be  offered. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  county  societies  have  taken  Bach  action  as 
shall  result  in  the  publication  of  reports  from  their  members,  tliat  then 
this  Convention  will  appoint  a  committee  whose  duly  it  ahall  be  to 
present  an  abstract  for  publication  in  manner  and  form  proposed  in  the 
original  recommendation. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gillette, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  counties  that  a 
committee  of  one  from  a  county  be  appointed  to  obtain  the  biographies 
of  such  physicians  as  have  deceased  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  of 
whom  no  biography  has  been  published,  and  the  medical  incidents 
which  have  occurred  during  their  lives,  more  particularly  in  reference 
to  our  ancient  physicians. 

Resolution  adopted. 

Under  this  resolution  the  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  by 
the  several  counties,  and  their  nominations  confirmed  by  this  Conven- 
tion, viz. :  for 
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Hartford  5County, 
New  Haven  County, 
New  London  County, 
Windham  County, 
Fairfield  County, 
Litchfield  County, 
Middlesex  County, 
Tolland  County, 


Dr.  Gillette. 
Dr.  G.  O.  Sumner. 
Dr.  Richard  P.  Tracy. 
Dr.  Wm.  H.  Cogswell. 
Dr.  Geo.  Blackman. 
Dr.  D.  E.  Bostwick. 
Dr.  G.  W.  Burke. 
Dr.  A.  Skinner. 


Ordered  by  the  Convention,  that  1000  copies  of  the  Proceedings  be 
published,  the  500  additional  copies  to  be  distributed  to  the  several 
counties. 

There  being  no  further  business,  the  Convention  then  adjourned 
sine  die.  Attest, 

JOSIAH  G.  BECKWITH,  Secretary. 


tmbiXB  of  i\t  &ocut]i. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 


JAMES  JACKSON, 
•JOHN  C.  WARREN,    . 
BENJAMIN  SILLIMAN,     . 
•THEODORE  ROMEYN  BECK, 
EDWARD  DELAFIELD, 
JOHN  DELAMATER,     . 
JACOB  BIGELOW, 
WALTER  CHANNING, 
HENRY  MITCHELL, 
NATHAN  RYNO  SMITH, 
VALENTINE  MOTT, 
REUBEN  D.  MUSSEY, 
WILLIAM  TULLY, 
RICHMOND  BROWNELL, 
WILLIAM  BEAUMONT, 
SAMUEL  HENRY  DICKSON, 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS, 
WILLARD  PARKER,     . 
BENAJAII  TICKNOR, 
ALDEN  MARCH, 
CHARLES  A.   LEE, 
DAVID  S.  C.  H.  SMITH, 
HENRY  D.  BULKLEY, 
J.  MARION  SYMS, 
JOHN  WATSON, 
FRANK  H.  HAMILTON, 
ROBERT  WATTS, 
J.  V.  C.   SMITH, 
0,  WENDELL  HOLMES, 
JOSEPH   SARGENT,       . 
MASON  F.  COGSWELL,      . 
POSTED   HOOPER, 
THOMAS  C.  BRINSMADE, 
GEORGE  CHANDLER, 
OILMAN  KIMBALL, 


Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
New  II  aven. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Ma-!, 
Norwich,  N.  Y. 
Baltimore.  Md. 
New  York. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Springfield,  Uau 
Providence,  R.  I. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Deerfield,  Mass. 
Now  York. 
U.  S.  Navy. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
Geneva,  N.  Y. 
New  York. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Albany,  N.  Y. 
Fall  River,  Mass. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Worcester,  Mass. 
Lowell,  Mass. 


ORDINARY    MEMBERS. 


Tht  names  of  thnsr  Members  who  nrt  exempt  from  luxation  by  age,  are  in 
i/nlirs  ,  the  names  of  thou  loho  havi  been  Presidents  of  the  Society,  are  in 
capitals. 


M  A  It  T  V  o  IE  I)      C  0  1    N  T  V  . 


S.  I..  CHILD,  M.  1'  ,  Chairman. 


William  Ii.  Brownell,  M.  L).,  Clerk 


Hartford,  Henry  Holmes,  Samuel  B. 
Beresford,  George  B.  Hawley,  Gur- 
don  W,  Russell,  David  Crary,  1'.  W. 
Ellsworth,  Benjamin  Rogers,  E,  K. 
Hunt,  John  S.  Butler,  .i.e.  Jackson, 
A.  W.  Barrows,  Thomas  Miner,  //. 
Oridley,  William  Porter,  John  F. 
Wells,  William  K.  Brownell,   P.  M 

Hastings,  S.C.  Prest '.  S.  Curtis, 

Edward  Brinley,  Stephen  II.  Fuller. 
John  Taylor, Clary 

Berlin,  E,  Brandagee,  Jr. 

New  Britain,  Samuel  Hart 
Hawley,  R.  D.  Babcock.B 
ings,  8.  W.  Hurt. 

Bloomfiki.ii,  Henry  Gray. 

Bristol,  Joseph  W.  Camp 
Moody. 

Biri.inoton,  William  Elton,  2d, 

Canton, Collinst'illt,  Russell  H.Tiliauv. 

Ka^t  Hartford,  Setfa  L.  Child,  Clar- 
ence  M    Brownell,    11  K,  Olmstead. 

East  Windsor,  Hiram  Watson. 

Broad  Brook,  Marcus  T..  Fisk. 

Warehouse  Point,  Joseph  Olmstead. 

Km'ht.ii,  J.  P.  Converse,  A.  I..  Spald- 
ing, II.  A.  <  Jrant. 

Thomptonville,  J.  Bailey  Beach,  L  S. 
Tease. 

Farhinoton,  Jsahil  Thompson. 


rloswell 
N.  Com- 


Johi 


W. 


II 


PlainvilU,  '<•  A.  M Iv. 

Glasterboey,  Clinton  Bimce. 

Smith    Qlasttnbut  v.  C.    E.    Hammond, 

Luman  .1.  Andrus,  Henry  Gilbert. 
Emthtirtj,  Sabin  St. .eking. 

Cranky,   Joseph    F.   J.  lit  It. 
Eatt  tlinnhi/,  Chester  Hamlin. 
West  tlranhi/.  Justus  D.  Wilcox. 
North  iiranby,  Franeis  F.  Allen. 
Manchester,    \V.    C.    Williams 

Seen. 

R  Hill,  R.  W.  Griswold. 

Simsbdbt,  Roderick  A.  White. 

Tariffrille,  George  W.  Sanf'ord. 

SuerniNGToN,  Julius  S.  Barnes    X. 
Byington,  F.  A.  Han. 

South  Windsor,    Horace  C.   Gillette, 
H.  Goodrich. 

East  IVindsor  Hill,  Win.  Wood,    Sid- 
ney Rockwell. 

Suffield,  Aretu-  Rising. 

Terrvville, Whittemore. 

West  Suffield,  O.  W.  Kellogg. 

Wetiiersfiei.h.    E.    F.    Cooke,  A.   S. 
Warner,  R.  Fox. 

West  Hartford,  Edward  Brace. 

Windsor,  William  s.  Pierson, A, Mor- 
rison, Samuel  A.Wilson.  U.S.  Beales. 

Windsor  Loeks,  Samuel  W.  Skinner. 

Poquonoek,  ('liver  B.  Griggs. 
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NEW      HAVEN      COUNTY. 


PLINY  A.  JEWETT,  M.  D..  Chairman. 


John  Nicoll,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  Haven,  Eli  Ives,  T.  P.  Beers, 
Jonathan  Knight,  Samuel  Punderson, 
Caleb  H.  Austin,  Charles  Byington, 
A.  S.  Munson,  Charles  Hooker,  Na- 
than B.  Ives,  E.  H.  Bishop,  J.  H. 
Totten,  Levi  Ives,  Pliny  A.  Jewett, 
D.  L.  Daggett,  George  O.  Sunnier, 
U.  A.  Tyler,  Henry  Bronson.  E.  A. 
Park,  S.  G.  Hubbard,  W.  J.  Whi- 
ting, H.  W  E.  Mathews,  C.  A. 
Lindsley,  Worthington  Hooker,  T. 
P.  Beers,  Jr.,  Samuel  Lloyd,  H.  L. 
Fitch,  J.  K.  Downs,  John  Nicoll, 
Moses  C.  White,  Leonard  J.  San- 
ford,  C.  L.  Ives,  David  E.  Smith, 
Francis  M.  Holley,  A.  H.  Churchill, 
Edward  Bulkley,  0.  W.  Peck. 

Fair  Haven,  C.  E.  Thompson,  W.  M. 
White,  Lyman  Parker,  Ezra  Smith. 

Bethany,  Asa  C.  Woodward. 

Branford,  fVilloughby  L.  Lay,  H.  V. 
C.  Holcomb. 

North  Branford,  Sheldon  Beardsley. 

Cheshire,  A..  J.  Driggs,  Noah  B. 
Welton,  W.  C.  Williams. 

Derby,  C.  H.  Pinney. 

Ansonia,    tl.    L.   Parsons. 


Birmingham,   Ambrose    Beardsley,  T. 

Dutton. 
Hamden,  E.  D.  Swift. 
Humphreysville,   Sheldon    C.  Johnson, 

Joshua  Kendall,  Thomas  Stoddard. 
North  Haven,  Roswell  F.  Stillman. 
Gmr.FoRD,   Joel    Canfield,  Alvan  Tal- 

cott. 
Madison,  D.  M.  Webb. 
West    Meriden,  B.   H.  CATLIN,  Ed- 
ward W.  Hatch,  Roswell  Hawley. 
Yalesville,  C.  B.  McCarty. 
Mii.ford,  Hull  Allen,  L.  N.  Beardsley. 
Natjgatuck,  J.  D.  Mears,  Henry  Pier- 

pont. 
Oxford,  Lewis  Barnes. 
Orange,  H.  W.  Painter. 
Southbury,  A.  B.  Burritt. 
South  Britain,  N.  C.  Baldwin. 
Wallingford,  Nehemiah  Banks. 
Wateebury,   M.    C,  Leavenworth,  G. 

L.   Piatt,   John  Deacon,   George   E. 

Perkins,     Sturges    Bulkley,     P.     G. 

Rockwell,  Thomas  Dougherty. 
Woodbridge,  Isaac   Goodsell,  Andrew 

Castle. 


NEW      LONDON      COUNTY. 

JOSEPH  COMSTOCK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 
Benjamin  D.  Dean,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


New  London,  Dyer  T.  Brainard,  Na- 
thaniel S.  Perkins,  James  Morgan, 
Isaac  G.  Porter,  William  W.  Miner, 
Seth  Smith,  D.  P.  Francis,  Albert 
Hobron,  Robert  A.  Manwarring. 

Norwich,  Richard  P.  Tracy,  Erastus 
Osgood,  Elijah  Dyer,  Elisha  Phin- 
ney,  Edwin  Bcntley,  Benjamin  D. 
Dean,  John  P.  Fuller,  Alonzo  Ful- 
ler, Henry  W.  Leach, Daniel  G.Gulli- 
ver, A.  B.  Haile,  Lewis  S.  Paddock. 

Bozrah,  Samuel  Johnson. 

Colchester,  Ezckiel  IV.  Parsons, 
Fred'ick  Morgan,  Melancthon  Storrs. 

East  Lyme,  John  L,  Smith,  Austin  F. 
Perkins. 

jranklin,  Ashbell  Woodward. 


Griswold,  Jewett  City, William  Soule. 
Groton,  Benjamin  Dnrfey. 
Noank,  A.  T.  Douglass. 
Lebanon,    Joseph   Comstock,   Ralph  P. 

Greene. 
Lyme,  Richard  Noyes. 
North  Lyme,  Win.  W.  J.  Warren. 
Montville,  John  C  Bolles. 
Uncasvillc ,  Samuel  E.  Maynard. 
Preston,  Elcazcr  B.   Downing, 
Salem,  Nathaniel  Foote. 
Stonington,    William    Hyde,     George 

E.  Palmer,  William  Hyde,  Jr. 
Mystic,  Mason  Manning. 
Mystic  Bridge,    E.    F.   Coats,   A.  W. 

Coats. 
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FAIRFIELD      COUNTY. 


E.  MIDDLEBROOK,  M.  D„  Chairman. 


11.    L.  W.   Burritt,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Fairfield,  S.  P.  V.  R.  Ten  Brocek. 

Greenfield,  RUFUS  3LAKEMAN. 

Southport,  Justus  Sherwood. 

Bridoeport,  D.  II.  Nash,  Frederick  J. 
Judson,  L.  W.  Bnrriit,  William  B. 
Nash,  Roberi  Hubbard,  II.  N.  Ben- 
nett, 

BSOPKFIELD,  A.  L,  William-. 
Danbijry,  R.    R.  Bottfnrd,  E.  P.  Ben- 
nett. 
Easton,  James  Baldwin. 
Huntington,  James  II.  Shelton. 


New  Canaan,  Samuel  8.  IVoyes,  Lewis 
Richards. 

Nuhwai.k,  John  A.  McLean,  Ira  Greg- 
ory. 

Stamford,  X.  D.  Haight,  .Samuel 
Sands,  Lewis  Hurlburt. 

Stratford,  ll'illmm  T.  Shtllon 

Trumbtjll,  E  1. 1 J  A  H  M I  DDL  /:- 
U  R  0  i>  K,  George  Dyer. 

Westport,  George  Blackmail,  David 
S     liurr. 


W   I   N   II  II   A    M       ( 


WM.  II.  COGSWELL,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 


James   1!.    Willi,  omb,  V£.  D  ,  I 


Brooklyn,  .lames  H.  Whitcomb,  Wd- 

liiiin  IVoodbridge, 
Ashford,  John  H.  Simmons, 
Canterburt,   Elijah  Baldwin,  Joseph 

Palmer. 
Chaplin,  Orrin  Witter. 
IIa.mit  in,  Dyer  Hughes, 
Imi.i.imh.v,  Daysvillc,    Justii 

mond. 
South  SUlingly,  Daniel  A.  Hi 
Eaet  Kill in  alii,  E.  A.  Hill. 
West   Kllllimhj.   I  lav  id     K.    Hall, 

uel  Hutohins,  Stephen  ' '    '  rriggs 
Putnam,  Henry  W.  Hough,  Thomas 
W.  Perry, 

Pi.ainfikld,  WM.  H.  COGSWELL. 


Hui 


Sam  ■ 


Moosup,  Lewi3  E.  Dixon,  Frank  Bur- 

gess, 
Plaitifitld  Center,  Oharlei  II    Rogers. 

POMFRET,  Hiram  Holl,  Lewi-  Wil- 
liam-. 

Sterling,  William  A.  Lewis, 

Thompson,  Lowell  Holbrook,  John 
McGregor, 

\  oi.i  ntown,  Harvey  Campbell. 

Wim.iiam,  Cheeter  Hum,  De  Witt  C. 
Lathrop. 

fVUlimantic,  John  Hill,  Jr. 

Scotland,  Calvin  li.  Bromley 

Woodstock,  North,  Asa  Witter. 

South   Woodstock,  Lorenzo  Marcy. 

Wttt  Woodstock,  Milton  Bradford. 


LITCHFIELD      COUNTY. 

WILLIAM  WOODRUFF,  M.  I'.,  CI. airman. 
Henry  W.  Blell,  M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Litchfield,  Josiah  G.  Beckwiili,  Geo. 

Seymour,  D.  E  Bostw-ick.E.  Osl 

II.'W.  Buel,  Wm.  Doming,  Jr. 
South  Farms,  Garry  H.  Miner. 


Canaan,   Ithamai    H.    Smith,   A.   A. 

Wright. 
S1111//1  Canaan,  John  A.  Gillett. 
Cornwall,  Burritt  B.  North. 
H>»r  Cornwall,  Samuel  W.  Gold. 
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Colebrook,  Seth  Pease. 

Gaylord's  Bridge,  Gamaliel  H.  St.  John. 

Goshen,  A.  M.  Huxley. 

Harwinton,  G.  B.  Miller. 

Kknt,  Wells  Beardsley. 

New  Milford,  Jehiel  Williams. 

Bridgewater,  Horace  Judson. 

Norfolk,   William    \V.   Welch,    John 

H.  Welch. 
Plymouth,  Samuel  T.  Salisbury. 
Plymouth   Hollow,  William  Woodroof. 
Roxbury,  Myron  Downs. 
Salisbury,  Falls  Village,  C.  B.  Maltbie. 


Lakesville,  Benjamin  Welch,  Win.  M. 
Knight. 

New  Hartford,  South,  A.  E.  Barber. 

Sharon,  Ralph  Deming,  Knight. 

Torrington,  Wolcottville ,  Erastus  Ban- 
croft, J.  W.  Phelps. 

Warren,  Jno.  B.  Derickson. 

Woodville,  Manly  Peters. 

Washington,  R.  M.  Fowler. 

JYew  Preston,  Sidney  H.  Lyman,  Ed- 
ward P.  Lyman. 

Winchester,  West  Winsted,  James 
Welch,  .1.  W.  Bidwell. 

Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Webb 


MIDDLESEX      COUNTY. 

ASA  M.   HOLT,  M.    D.,  Chairman. 
Elisiia  B.  Nye,  M.   D.,  Clerk. 


Middletown,  Joseph  Barrett,  Charles 
Woodward,  Win.  B.  Casey,  Elisha 
B.  Nye,  George  W.  Burke,  Miner  C. 
Hazen. 

Chatham,  Fast  Hampton,  Francis  G. 
Edgerton. 

Middle  Haddam,  A.  B.  Worthington. 

Chester,  S.  W.  Tinner. 

Clinton,  Denison  H.  Hubbard. 

Cromwell,  Ira  Hutchinson. 


Durham,  R.  W.  Mathewson. 

East    Haddam,    Asa   M     Holt,    Datus 

IVillliams 
Haddam,  Edwin  Bidwell, 
Portland,  George  O.   Jarvis,  G.  C  H. 

Gilbert. 
Saybrook,  Asa  H.  King. 
Deep  River,  Ruius  Baker. 
Old  Saybrook,  Essex,    Alexander  H. 

Hough,  Frederick  W.  Shepard. 


TOLLAND      COUNTY. 


NORMAN  BRIGHAM,  M.   D.,  Chairman. 


Gilbert  H.  Pres 


M.  D.,  Clerk. 


Tolland,  Oliver   K.  Isham,  Gilbert  H.  i  South  Mansfield,  Earl  Swift. 


Preston, 
Bolton,  Charles  F.  Sumner. 
Coventry,  North,  Eleazer  Hunt. 
So.  Coventry,  T.  Diinock,  H.  S.  Dean, 
Elllinoton,  Horatio  Dow. 
Hebron,  JOHN  S.    PETERS,   Orrin 

C  White. 
Mansfield,  North,  Norman   Brigham, 

W.  H.  Richardson. 


|  Somers,     Orson    JVood,     Erasmus    E 
Hamilton. 
Stafford,  East,  Wm.  N.  Clark. 
Stafford  West,  Joshua  C.  Blodget. 
Union,  E.  Linsley. 
Vernon,  John  B.  Lewis. 
Rockville,  Alden  Skinner. 
Willinoton,  Francis  L.  Dickinson. 
Spaffordville,  Stephen  F.  Pomeroy. 
Stafford  Springs,  C.  B.  Newton. 


Taxable. 

Nut  Taxa 

ble. 

Total. 

Death 

72 

- 

SO 

3 

70 

10 

80 

o 

83 

12 

45 

0 

18 

7 

25 

0 

27 

3 

30 

2 

38 

-1 

40 

•j 

20 

o 

22 

1 

15 

7 

22 

ii 

991 

fij 

:i4i 

10 
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SUMMARY    OF    ORDINARY    MEMBERS     FOR     1S56,    WITH    THE 
DEATHS  IN  THE  YEAR    ENDING  APRIL  1,  1856. 


Hartford  County, 
New  Haven  County, 
New  London  County, 
Fairfield  County, 
Windham  County, 
Litchfield  County, 
Middlesex  County, 
Tolland  County, 

Total, 

Note.  Former  Fellows  ol  the  Cuinieetieiit  Medical  Ninety,  are  permanent 
members  of  the  annual  Convention,  liaving  the  privilege  of  attending  all  meet- 
ings, and  performing  all  the  duties  of  attending  members,  except  that  ol'  east- 
ing their  votes.      And  all  members  of  the  Society  are  invited,  hy  the  By-Law-, 

to  be  present  at  all  meetingsof  the  Convention, 

DEATHS  OF  MEMBERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  APRIL  1,  1857, 

WITH    THE    AQE    ANII    DISEASE    si  I    FAH     AS    ASCEKTAI  Vtli. 

Hartford  County,     Eli  Hall,  aged  73      Enlargement  Prostate  Gland 

'<  "  Sylvester  Blllkley,  aged  70.       l'eltomli- 

■<  "  L.  North,  aged  46,    Congestion  Brain. 

New  Haven  "  Reynold  Webb,  aged  04.     Diabetes. 

"  "  Bell  Fainham,  aged  86.      Fever, 

Windham  "  Morey  Burgess,  aged  07.     Paralysis. 

•  •  "  Nathan  S.  Pike,  aged  40.     Consumption. 

Litchfield  "  Ovid  Plumb,  aged  71.     Congestion  of  the  Lungs, 

<•  "  Chancey  Reed,  aged  lie     Fever. 

Middlesex  "  David  Harrison,  aged  54,     Softening  of  the  Heart 


DUTIES    OF    CLERKS. 

To  warn  County  Meetings. 

To  record  the  proceedings  of  the  County  Meetings. 

To  collect  the  taxes  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer. 

To  transmit  to  the  Secretary  a  list  ol  the  elected  Fellows,  and  the  person 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  a  gratuitous  course  of  lectures,  immediately 
alter  the  County  Meetings,  for  publication. 

To  make  certificates  of  Fellowship,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention. 
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To  transmit  duplicate  lists  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  to  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  Convention,  on  the  penalty  of 
five  dollars  for  each  neglect. 

To  transmit  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  Fellows  elected  before  Conven- 
tion. 

To  return  to  the  Treasurer  the  names  of  delinquent  Members  of  the  Society. 

To  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Convention,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  the  names,  ages,  and  diseases  of  the  members  of  this  Society,  who 
may  have  died  during  the  year  preceding  the  1st  of  April  ill  each  year,  in 
their  several  County  Societies. 


RULES    OF    ORDER. 

i.  Organization. 

2.  Certificates  of  Membership  presented  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 

3.  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Fellows. 

4.  Address  of  President. 

5.  Election  of  Officers  for  ensuing  year. 

0.   Unfinished  business  of  previous  year  disposed  of. 

7.  Reception  and  reference,  without  debate,  of  Communications,   Resolves, 

&c,  from  the  several  Counties,  and  Members  of  the  Convention. 

8.  Reading  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Committee  to  audit  the  same. 

10.  Committee  on  Debentures. 

11.  Standing  Committees  appointed. 

12.  Committee  to  nominate  Delegates  to  National  Convention. 

13.  Committee  on  Candidates  for  Gratuitous  Course  of  Lectures. 

14.  Committee  on  Honorary  Degrees  and  Honorary  Memberships. 

15.  Committee  to  nominate  Dissertator. 
1(5.  Dissertation. 

17.  Reports  of  Committees  appointed  on  County  Communications,  Resolves,  &c. 
IS.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

19.  Reports  of  Committees  in  the  order  in  which  business  was  brought  forward 

in  Convention. 

20.  Miscellaneous  business. 


DISSERTATIONS  READ  IN  CONVENTIONS. 

1794.  Dr.  S.  H.  P.  Lee,  on  Autumnal  Bilious  Fever. 

1794.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  Properties  of  Opium. 
179.5.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Preparations  of  Antimony. 

1795.  Dr.  Thaddeua  Bette,  on  the  Different  Species  of  Colic. 
1790.  Dr.  F.  P.  Ouviere,  on  the  Contagion  of  Yellow  Fever. 
1 790.  S.  II.  P.  Lee,  on  Cynanche  Tonsillaris. 

1790.   Dr.  Lewis   Collins,  on  the  most  eligible  mode  of  increasing 

Medical  Knowledge  in  this  State. 
1790.  Dr.  Gideon  Shepherd,  on  the  same  subject. 
1708.    Dr.  Samuel  Hopkins,  case  ofBillOUS  Concretion. 

1798.  Dr.  dared  Poller,  "An  Essay." 

1799.  Dr.  Thaddeua  Clark,  a  Dissertation. 

1800.  Dr.  Nathaniel  Dwight,  on  Lunacy. 

1804.   Dr.  Samuel  Willard,  <>n  the  Stafford  Mineral  Waters. 

1817.  Dr.  W.  R.  Fowler,  on  the  Deleterious  Effects  of  Ardent  Spirits. 

1818.  Dr.  William  Buel,  on  Ergot. 

1820.  Dr.  Thomas  Miner,  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1821.  Dr.  Samuel  Rockwell,  on  Uterine  Hemorrhage. 

1822.  Dr.  William  Tully,  on  the  Yellow  Fever  at  Middletown. 

1823.  Dr.  Dyer  T.  Brainard. 

4827.   Dr.  Samuel   15.  Woodward,  on   the   Biography  of  the   Physi- 
cians of  the  State. 

1829.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  Extra-uterine  Conception. 

1830.  Dr.  Charles  Hooker,  on  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

1835.   Dr.  Benjamin  Welch,  Jr..  on  the  Vitality  of  the  Blood. 
1830.   Dr.  E.  II.  Bishop,  Influence  of  Moral  Emotions  on  Disease. 
1837,  Dr.  Archibald  Welch,  on  Scarlet  Fever. 
lS.'i.S.    Dr.  Isaac  (J.  Porter,  on  the   Disease  commonly  denominated 

Spinal  Irritation. 
1839.  Dr.  Henry  Branson,  on  the  Menial  Qualifications  necessary  to 

a  Physician. 
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1840.  Dr.  Richard  Warner,  on  the  Advantages  of  prompt  and  effi- 

cient practice  in  Acute  Diseases. 

1841.  Dr.  Amariah  Brigham,  on  Insanity  as  a  subject  of  Medical 

Jurisprudence. 

1842.  Dr.  Charles  Woodward,  on  Uterine  Irritation. 

1843.  Dr.  Pinckney  W.  Ellsworth,  on  Phlebitis. 

1844.  Dr.  Worthington  Hooker,  on  the  Respect  due  to  the  Medical 

Profession,  and  the  reasons  that  it  is  not  awarded  by  the 
Community. 

1845.  Dr.  Nathan  B.  Ives,  on  Laryngismus  Stridulus. 

1846.  Dr.  Theodore  Sill,  Observations  on  Typhus  Fever. 

1847.  Dr.  E.  K.  Hunt,  on  the  Importance  of  a  Medical  Organiza- 

tion, and  the  advantages  resulting  from  it. 

1848.  Dr.  B.  F.  Barker,  Remarks  on  some  forms  of  Disease  of  the 

Cervix  Uteri. 

1849.  Dr.  Alvan  Talcott,  on  Hygiene. 

1850.  Dr.  Johnson  C.  Hatch,  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

1851.  Dr.  George  Sumner,  on  the  Early  Physicians  of  Connecticut. 
1853.  Dr.  Rufus  Blakeman,  Early  Physicians  of  Fairfield  County. 

1853.  Dr.  Samusl  Beach,  on  Popularizing  Medicine. 

1854.  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  on  Diseased  Cervix  Uteri. 

1855.  Dr.  Stephen  G.  Hubbard,  on   Registration,  as  the  basis  of 

Sanitary  Reform. 
1857.  Dr.  Benjamin  D.  Dean,  "  The  Medical  Profession.'- 


A  P  REND  IX. 


MEDICAL  INSTITUTION  OF  YALE  COLLEGE. 

ANNUAL  EXAMINATION,   1867. 

Tin- 1  ton  kI  hi  Examiners  convened  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  I  iih,  and  continued 
in  session  two  days.    Present,  on  the  pari  of  the  Connecticut  Medioal  Society  : 
Benjamin  II.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  of  Meriden,  Prtridtnt. 
William  W.  Welch,  M.  D.,  of  Norfolk. 
Charles  Woodward,  M.  I>.,  of  Middletown. 
A    T   Douglass,  M.  D.,  of  Groton. 

On  the  part  of  Yale  College:  Profs.  J.  Knight,  C  Hooker,  II  Branson,  W, 
Hooker,  B.  Silliman,  .Ir.,  and  P.  A.  Jewett, 

Eleven  candidates  submitted  their  dissertal s»  and,  after  examinai were 

recommended  for  tin:  Dcgr il    Doctor  in  Medicine,  viz.! 

I    A>:i  Ilo|ikins  Churchill,  New  Haven,  on  "  Fractures." 
2.  George   Clary,  Hartford,  on   "  Tlie  Progress   ami   Prospects  of  Medical 
Scienoe." 
.'I.  Cortlnndt  Van  Hanssalear  Creed,  New  Haven,  on  "  The  Blood." 

4.  David  Auson  Hedges,  Bridgeharopton,  L.  I.,  on  ''Tetanus 

5.  John  Wotthington  Hooker,  B.  A.,  lSf>4,  New  Haven,  the  Valedictory 
Address. 

6.  Charles  Roe  Osborne,  B.  A./Hamp.  and  Sidney  College,  1S.32,  New  York 
City,  on  "Tlie  Connection  between  Mind  anil  Body  in  Disease.' 

7.  Homer  Lee  Parsons,  Branford,  on  "Rheumatism  and  Rheumatic  Peri- 
carditis." 

B    t»/.ia<  Willard  Peck,  New  Haven,  on  "Apoplexy." 

0.  Ezra  Smith,  Willseyville,  N.  Y.,  on  "Pneumonia." 

10.   John  Witter,  North  Woodstock,  on  "The  Causes  of  Error  in  Medicine." 

1  1.  Samuel  Hussel  Wooster,  Birmingham,  on  "  Correct  Diagnosis,  the  True 
l!a>i>  »ii  Therapeutics." 

The  candidates  did  honor  to  themselves  ami  their  instructors,  being  better 
prepared  than  those  preceding,  as  far  as  our  experience  extends,  receiving, 
With  one  in  two  exceptions,  the  unanimous  vote  ul'  the  lioanl.  It  then-  was 
any  branch  in  which  it  could  be  said  they  were  deficient,  it  was  that  <.i 
Chemistry.  It  is  feared  that  some  students  consider  this  only  as  a,  collateral 
branch,  which  they  can  neglect  rather  than  others.      If  they  were  aware  what 
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Chemistry  has  done  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science  for  the  last  thirty 
years,  and  what  is  expected  from  it  in  future,  they  would  not  neglect  this  im- 
portant branch  of  their  profession. 

Archibald  T.  Douglass,  M.  D.,  of  Groton,  and  Samuel  W.  Gold,  M.  D.,  of 
Cornwall,  were  appointed  to  give  the  annual  addresses  to  the  candidates  in  1&5S 
and  1859. 

The  President,  Benjamin  H.  Catlin,  M.  D.,  was  appointed  to  report  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Board  to  the  President  and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  to  meet  July  2S,  the  Tuesday  before  the  Com- 
mencement in  Yale  College. 

The  Commencement  Exercises  in  the  College  Chapel,  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  15,  before  a  large  and  intelligent  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  were 
highly  interesting. 

The  Valedictory  Address,  by  Dr.  John  W.  Hooker,  of  the  graduating  class, 
was  unusually  able  and  appropriate. 

The  Annual  Address  to  the  Candidates,  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  W.  Welch,  M.  D., 
of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  was  an  interesting  history  of  medical  science, 
closing  with  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  candidates  to  faithfulness  in  the  profession 
they  were  about  to  enter.  After  which,  the  Degrees  were  conferred  by  Presi- 
dent Woolsey,  in  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

B.  H.  CATLIN,  President. 


ADDRESS 


Gentlemen: 

Through  the  indulgence  of  a  kind  Providence,  we  arc  permitted 
once  more  to  assemble  in  our  Annual  Convention,  to  exchange 
those  congratulations  bo  pleasant  ti>  as,  and  i<>  engage  in  those  duties 
incumbent  upon  ns  ae  the  representatives  of  the  Connecticut  Medical 
Society. 

A  by-law  was  adopted  by  this  Society,  at  it-  A ml  Meeting, eight 

years  since,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  President  "  i<>  deliver  an  Ad- 
dress to  tlic  Convention,  annually." 

My  predecessors  have  understood  it  a-  being  their  duty,  only  a- 
they  retired  from  office.  Some  have  tailed  then,  bo  that  we  have  had 
nnly  two  addresses  in  the  period  of  eight  years  named. 

Beinga  law-abiding  citizen,  I  intend,  for  the  brief  period  I  am  hon- 
ored with  the  office,  to  comply  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  though  I  des- 
pair <il  coming  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  requirement. 

It  is  interesting  and  profitable  to  review  the  history  of  Medicine  in 
this  State,  from  its  first  small  beginnings,  irregular  and  unorganized, 
through  its  early  and  more  matured  organizations,  to  the  present  time, 
and  in  learn  something  of  tlie  Fathers  of  Medicine  in  Connecticut, 
their  labors  in  this  society  and  our  profession. 

For  a  knowledge  of  these  tacts.  1  would  refer  yon  to  the  aide  and 
interesting  addresses  of  my  predecessors,  the  lamented  Sumner  and 

our  honored  friend  whom  we  hoped  to  with  us  to-day,  Rufus 

Blakeman,  M.  !>.,  published  with  the  proc iinur-  of  this  society  in 

the  years  1K51  and  1858.  If  you  are  not  already  familiar  with  these, 
I  can  assure  you  they  are  well  worthy  of  your  attention. 

We  are  in  the  anomalous  condition  of  a  society  without  a  written 
constitution;  all  our  powers  and  privileges,  as  officers  and  members 
of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  Ix'inji  derived  from  an  act  of  in- 
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corporation  granted  by  the  legislature  of  this  State,  and  our  duties 
and  obligations  are  defined  by  this  and  by  the  by-laws  and  Medical 
Police  which  we  have  adopted  in  accordance  with  this  act.  It  is  for 
you  to  decide  whether  a  constitution  would  add  to  our  privileges,  or  ren- 
der our  society  more  efficient.  It  is  not  unusual  for  societies  created 
by  an  act  of  incorporation,  to  have  also  a  constitution. 

The  laws  of  our  society,  though  its  incorporation  dates  back  sixty- 
five  years,  are  still  very  brief,  Those  relating  to  the  duties  of  the 
President,  define  them  to  be :  To  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the  soci- 
ety, appoint  a  portion  of  the  committee  for  business,  call  extra  meet- 
ings when  necessary,  and  deliver  an  annual  address,  giving  no  direc- 
tions respecting  the  subject  or  the  object  of  the  address.  We  are 
therefore  left  with  the  largest  liberty  in  deciding  upon  the  theme  of 
our  discourse. 

It  would  seem  to  be  appropriate  to  have  one  slightly  analogous  to 
the  message  of  the  Governor  of  the  State,  directing  your  attention  to 
the  present  state  of  medical  science  and  practice  within  our  limits* 
pointing  out,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  obstacles  which  prevent  a  more 
rapid  improvement  of  the  healing  art,  and  suggesting,  for  your  consid- 
eration, such  measures  as  shall  appear  necessary  to  promote  the  great- 
est possible  advancement  of  our  beloved  profession. 

Our  act  of  incorporation  and  by-laws  give  the  President  no  special 
powers  for  acquiring  information,  being,  in  fact,  more  meagre  in  this 
respect  than  in  defining  his  duties. 

I  have  presumed  to  address  circulars  to  the  Clerks  of  the  County 
Societies,  requesting  them  to  present  to  their  county  meetings  the  im- 
portance of  having  committees  of  inquiry  appointed,  which,  if  attended 
to,  may  another  year  present  facts  from  the  different  parts  of  the  State, 
eminently  useful  to  the  President  for  the  preparation  of  his  annual 
address. 

I  can  only  speak  of  those  things  which  fall  within  my  own  sphere  of 
observation,  and  give  my  individual  opinion  in  regard  to  matters  wor- 
thy of  our  consideration  at  the  present  time. 

When  we  contemplate  the  fact  that  previous  to  the  organization  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  many  of  the  States  and  Territories 
had  few,  if  any,  medical  societies,  state,  county,  or  municipal,  we 
look  with  pride  upon  our  own  as  being  one  of  the  earliest  formed,  and 
for  that  early  period,  wisely  and  somewhat  efficiently  organized.  We 
have  been  so  well  satisfied  with  what  our  fathers  have  done,  that  we 
have  suffered  our  society  to  become  comparatively  a  barren  organiza- 
tion, not  yet  so  dry  as  the  bones  in  Ezekiel's  vision,  or  the  mummies 
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of  the  Egyptian  kings.  It  lias  at  least  the  vitality  of  a  Joice  Heath. 
We  meet  in  county  meetings,  appoint  officers,  possibly  have  a  disser- 
tation or  a  case  of  discipline,  and  then  adjourn  in  haste.  The  Fel- 
lows meet  in  convention,  appoint  officers  for  the  year,  listen  to  an  ad- 
dress,  if  they  are  BO  fortunate  as  to  have  one,  and  by  that  time  sonic 
beginning  to  be  anxious  about  their  patients,  their  practice,  or  perhaps 
more  solicitious  lest  some  rival  shall  supplant  them  in  their  absence, 
can  spend  in)  time  for  the  improvement  of  medical  science.  I  am 
happy  to  say  there  are  many  exceptions  to  this  course.  There  are 
many  worthy  members  of  our  society,  who,  with  a  true  love  for  science, 
have  labored  and  well  labored  on  in  this  noble  cause,  irrespective  oi 
any  personal  emolument  or  honors,  with  B  true  desire  to  promote  the 
general  gooil. 

1  fully  concur  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  closing  sentence  ol 
Dr.  Sumner's  address:     "They,  the  founders  of  this  society, are  not 

here,  bill   we  ha\  e  the  comforting  assurance  that  they  did  not    labor  in 

vain;  ami  that  the  medical  skill  of  our  State  has  been  greatly  ex- 
tended, that  the  mental  culture  of  our  physicians  is  Vastly  more  thor- 
ough, ami  their  moral  character  is  essentially  improved  nnce  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  society." 

As  the  hills  and  mountains  of  our  rock-bound  State  have  towered 
above  the  broail  prairies  of  the  West,  sohos  our  professional  standing 
been  exalted  above  that  of  our  brethren  in  many  other  States  and 
Territories.  But  this  prominence  is  passing  from  us.  Through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  American  Medical  Association,  then'  i-  a  reviving  in- 
ihience  abroad,  co-extensive  with  our  broad  national  domain,  moving 
"  the  mass  of  medical  society  to  its  very  depths."  Those  who  have 
more  recently  entered  upon  the  race  are  outstripping  the  old  stagers, 
so  that  unless  we  spceilily  arouse  ourselves  from  our  lethargy,  we 

shall  find  our  brethren  in  other  Stales  excelling  US,  as  the  lofty  mhii- 
its  of  the  Allcghanies  rise  above  our  liliputian   hill-. 

It  will  not  answer  for  us  to  be  doing  just  what  our  fathers  have  done. 
There  is  no  remaining  in  statu  quo.  Unless  we  advance  we  retro- 
grade, relatively  if  not  positively. 

There  is  a  principle  of  miserable  conservatism,  or  more  properly, 
it  not  classically,  called  old  fogyism,  prevalent  in  our  profession.  A 
disposition  to  maintain  our  medical  organization  in  the  form  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  fathers  as  one  too  sacnil  to  be  amended.  If  you 
will  look  over  the  records  of  our  society  tor  the  last  twelve  yean,  you 
will  find  several  movements  for  changes  iii  our  medical  organization, 
the  objects  of  which  were  to  create  a  more  general  interest  throughout 
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the  profession,  in  the  objects  and  pursuits  of  the  society.  You  will 
find,  also,  that  they  have  almost  uniformly  been  voted  down.  Some 
of  them  are  so  important  that  I  should  recommend  them  for  your  con- 
sideration had  not  sentence  already  been  pronounced  against  them. 
We  are  not  all  perfectionists.  Let  us,  then,  look  with  favor  upon  sug- 
gestions made  by  any  member  for  improvement  in  our  medical  organ- 
ization. If  they  appear  crude  and  objectionable,  let  them  be  thor- 
oughly discussed  and  amended  from  year  to  year,  if  necessary,  till 
they  are  so  far  perfected  that  a  majority  shall  be  convinced  they  are 
real  improvements. 

A  few  of  the  sons  of  Connecticut  have  made  a  liberal  sacrifice  of 
time  and  money  to  attend  upon  the  meetings  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion. Some  have  been  active  on  committees,  and  two  or  three  articles 
have  been  written  by  different  individuals  for  publication  in  the  trans- 
actions, but  we  have  not,  as  members  of  the  faculty  in  this  state,  taken 
that  high  stand  which  might  have  been  expected  of  us,  considering 
our  previous  history.  It  is  not  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil.  We  must 
arouse  ourselves  with  all  the  energy  in  our  power,  for  the  reputation 
of  our  profession,  in  this  State,  depends  upon  our  decision  and  action. 

I  regret  to  say  that  there  is,  in  many  places,  a  great  reluctance  on 
the  part  of  members  in  assuming  any  responsibility,  or  in  engaging 
in  any  labor,  on  committee  or  as  individuals,  in  collecting  and  record- 
ing facts  and  statistics  necessary  to  advance  medical  science.  If  a 
subject  is  brought  forward  for  investigation,  those  appointed  to  perform 
the  labor  do,  in  too  many  instances,  ask  to  be  excused,  or  if  accepting, 
will  neglect  to  perform  the  labor  requisite  to  accomplish  the  end  de- 
sired. 

Every  member  of  this  society  will  doubtless  claim  that  he  is  in  fa- 
vor of  every  real  improvement,  and  is  ready  to  hail  with  delight  any- 
thing which  even  promises  to  advance  the  healing  art.  But  I  appeal 
to  your  experience,  gentlemen,  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  every  reformer, 
every  one  who  proposes  a  radical  change  in  the  treatment  of  any  dis- 
ease, or  any  great  change  in  long  established  usages  and  practices,  has 
fur  a  time,  at  least,  to  encounter  an  unnecessary  amount  of  abuse  be- 
fore his  plan  or  improvement,  though  worthy  of  our  highest  regards, 
can  be  established.  It  is  right  and  reasonable,  yea,  more,  it  is  our  im- 
perative duty,  to  examine,  with  scrupulous  care,  every  change  pro- 
posed in  a  practice  which  has  had,  for  a  long  time,  the  sanction  of  our 
profession  ;  but  let  us  look  with  favor  upon  every  proposed  improve- 
ment or  discovery  till  it  is  proved  to  be  a  fallacy. 
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An  inordinate  desire  to  do  ;i  large  and  Iterative  business,  rather 
than  to  do  what  is  done  in  the  best  possible  manner,  is  a  serious  hin- 
drance  to  medical  improvement.  We  ought  to  consider  it  an  obliga- 
tion binding  upon  us  not  to  assume  greater  responsibilities  than  we 
are  able  to  meet  with  fidelity  and  ability.  Every  ease  should  be  atten- 
tively and  thoroughly  investigated,  according  to  its  importance,  before 
seeking  new  eases. 

In  many  towns  throughout  our  .State  there  is  y  spirit  of  rivalry  and 
petty  jealousy,  between  brethren,  which  is  greatly  annoying  and  dis- 
graceful to  those  engaged  in  it,  and  a  bar  to  all  improvement  You 
will  inn  frequently  find  a  physician  of  some  ability  showing  an  amount 
of  shrewdness  and  taei  in  supplanting  a  rival,  or  gaining  a  temporary 
advantage  over  a  neighbor,  which  if  rightly  directed,  would  place 
him  high  iii  the  rank-  of  the  profession.  Ii  is  better  to  Buffer  a  little 
fr such  a  man  than  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  him. 

I  am  satisfied  there  is  much  less  of  this  spirit  in  the  profession  than 
formerly.  I  rejoice  to  say  there  are  many  towns,  villages,  and  cities, 
where  there  is  a  very  plea-ant  and  friendly  feeling  between  medical 
brethren,  each  having  regard  to  the  reputation  of  his  brother,  no) 
unmindful  of  the  injunction  of  the  apostle.  ••  Let  each  esteem othen 
better  than  themselves;"  "  Look  not  e\  cry  man  on  his  own  things, 
but  every  man  al- the  things   of  others." 

The  system  of  medical  police  adopted  by  this  society,  October, 
1817,  and  the  code  of  medical  ethic-  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, adopted  and  published  by  this  society  in  1854,  are  founded 
upon  just  and  equitable  principles,  conducive  alike  to  the  interesl  of 
each  member  of  the  profession  and  the  community.  These  regula- 
tions are  SO  rWMonaifa,  as  well  as   just,  that    every  one    should    enter 

fully  into  the  spirit  of  these  requirements.  Bui  we  regrel  to  saytbey 
are  too  often  violated,  and  occasionally  by  those  of  whom  we  might 
expeel  better  things.  Now  and  then  one  who  has  been  honored  by 
appointment  to  important  offices  in  this  society,  will  consult  with  an 
irregular,  or  what  is  equally  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  law,  visit 
his  patient,  make  a  prescription,  and  leave  the  patient  in  hi-  hand.  I 
think  you  would  mo-t  effectually  put  down  thi- form  of  quackery  by  a 
by-law  excluding  such  persons  from  office  in  this  society. 

Our  profession  sutlers  for  the  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of 
many  members  to  the  proper  regulation  of  the  diet  and  exercise  of 
their  patients.  Owing  to  this,  many  a  chronic  case,  which  is  almost 
cured,  the  disease  perhaps  eradicated,  so  that  if  the  patient  was  kept 
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upon  a  well  regulated  system  of  diet  and  exercise,  restoration  to 
comfortable,  if  not  perfect  health,  would  be  the  happy  result ;  yet  for 
the  want  of  such  a  course,  goes  into  the  hands  of  irregular  practition- 
ers, who  have  the  credit  of  the  cure. 

I  am  perfectly  aware,  from  painful  experience,  of  the  difficulty  of 
carrying  out  this  plan  in  private  practice ;  but  we  must  do  what  we 
can,  and  cases  that  cannot  be  managed  should  be  sent  to  some  hospi- 
tal, or  what  would  be  better  in  many  cases,  to  some  private  institu- 
tion, were  we  fortunate  to  have  one  under  the  care  of  some  brother 
qualified  and  prepared  to  manage  such  patients. 

What  benefit  is  derived  from  treatment  in  Hydropathic,  Myopa- 
thic, and  other  partial  systems,  is  due  almost  exclusively  to  a  regular 
plan  of  diet  and  exercise. 

Passing  through  the  south  part  of  this  city  (Hartford)  a  few  years 
since,  I  saw  before  me  what  appeared  in  the  distance  to  be  a  private 
mansion,  but  having  a  sign  over  its  principal  entrance,  which  as  I 
approached  nearer,  I  found  to  be,  "  Home  for  the  Sick." 

Upon  one,  who  had  practiced  many  years  in  a  thriving  village, 
where  great  numbers  of  youths  of  both  sexes  coming  in,  obtaining  lodg- 
ing as  they  could,  some  crowded  into  small  attic  chambers,  among 
strangers,  destitute  of  all  those  conveniences  or  comforts  so  important 
in  sickness,  such  a  sign  made  a  deep  impression — Home  for  the  Sick  ! 
How  many  young  men,  and  young  women  too,  have  suffered,  and 
perhaps  died,  for  the  want  of  a  home  when  sick  ?  How  many  single 
persons  of  both  sexes,  and  of  all  ages,  though  in  their  native  towns, 
have  suffered,  and  are  suffering,  because  they  have  no  home  when 
sick  ? 

I  understand  the  citizens  of  Hartford  have  raised  their  "  Home  for 
the  Sick"  to  the  dignity  of  a  Hospital.  I  would  advise  them  to  retain 
the  original  name,  for  many  persons  have  strong  prejudice  against  a 
hospital,  unreasonable,  yet  real,  that  would  not  exist  towards  a  "Home 
for  the  Sick." 

Our  records  will  show  that  such  hospitals  as  we  have  in  Connecti- 
cut, the  Eetreat  for  the  Insane,  and  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
owe  their  existence  in  no  small  degree  to  this  society,  or  members  of 
our  profession.  If  we  are  to  have  homes  for  the  sick  established,  as 
they  should  be,  in  all  our  principal  towns  and  villages,  you,  gentle- 
men, and  your  associates,  must  commence  and  carry  on  the  work. 
The  funds  must  come  from  benevolent  individuals,  from  state  and 
town  authorities,  but  the  real  work  must  be  performed  by  our  pro- 
fession. 
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I  have  pointed  out  a  few  of  the  obstacles  which  impede  the  pro- 
greasof  the  society  and  prevent  the  greatest  improvement  of  individ- 
ual members. 

I  have  also  in  connection  with  the  statement  of  the  difficulties,  men- 
tioned incidentally  some  of  the  remedies.  It  remain-  to  inquire  what 
further  action  is  necessary  to  remove  these  evil-  and  promote  the 
greatest  possible  advancement  of  the  society. 

Were  I  merely  to  call  your  attention  to  a  dissertation  delivered 
before  this  society  ten  year-  since,  by  our  esteemed  friend.  E.  K. 
Hunt,  M.  D.,  of  this  city,  and  secure  your  earnest  and  undivided 
efforts  to  adopt  and  carry  ont  iii  full  all  the  important  suggestions 
therein  contained,  I  should  have  done  much  towards  removing  the 
obstacles  I  have  named,  and  place  our  society  in  that  high  and  com- 
manding position  it  should  occupy.  I  have  been  Burprized  that  so 
little  attention  ha-  been  paid  to  the  important  matters  contained  in  Ins 
dissertation. 

Those  urging  the  importance  of  raising  the  standard  oi  medical 
education,  have  received  attention  in  the  National  Association,  and 
those  relating  to  biographical  notices  of  deceased  physicians,  have 
within  the  last  few  year-  received  attention  in  our  society.  The  san- 
itary reports  from  Hartford  County,  the  last  two  years,  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  idea-  suggested  in  the  dissertation. 

In  the  Transaction  of  the  American  Medical  Association  tin-  lisjti, 
nine  years  after  the  publication   of  the   dissertation,  there  is  a  report 

from  the  i tmittee  on  plans  and  organization  for  Btate  and  county 

societies,  (page  395)  in  which  you  "ill  find  the  same  idea-  clothed  in 
very  similar  language,  urging  the  importance  of  close  observation  by 
individual  members,  of  the  greatest  number  of  definite  and  authorized 
facts,  to  be  received  and  collated  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose.  These  to  be  .-ubjects  for  discussion  at  the  County  meeting, 
amended  if  necessary,  and  then  forwarded  to  the  State  Society.  It 
is  urged  by  both  that  the  reading  and  discussion  of  these  reports  will 
add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  our  County  and  State  meetings,  now  so 
dry  and  formal. 

The  following  arc  the  third  and  -ixth  resolutions  presented  by  the 
above  named  committee,  which  I  transcribe  tor  your  consideration  : 

"Resolved,  That  this  association  also  earnestly  recommend  to  local  or 
county  societies  to  incorporate  into  their  constitution  or  by-laws,  pro- 
visions  for  making  it  the  duty  of  each  of  their  members  to  keep  at 
least  a  brief  record  of  all  cases  occurring  in  his  practice,  depending 

upon    endemic    or   general    causes,  and  report    at  least   annually    to   a 
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committee  of  the  society  to  which  he  belongs,  the  number  or  per 
centage  of  different  diseases  occurring  each  month,  together  with  the 
particular  type  of  each  disease,  the  chief  modifying  circumstances 
under  which  it  occurred,  the  general  plan  of  treatment,  and  the  result 
of  the  cases  ;  and  also  that  these  societies  make  provision  for  the 
collection  of  such  committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  and 
collate  such  reports,  arranging  them  in  due  form,  and  adding  such 
remarks  as  may  assist  to  their  proper  understanding,  and  to  transmit 
them  annually  thus  arranged  to  a  committee  of  the  State  Society,  to 
which  the  local  or  county  shall  be  auxiliary  ;  and  this  association  fur- 
ther recommends  that  the  State  Societies  make  provision  in  their  con- 
stitution or  by-laws,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  receive  such  reports  from  the  local  or  county  societies,  to 
again  arrange  with  other  reports,  from  similar  societies,  placing  them 
in  a  condensed  or  tabulated  form,  and  report  them  annually,  with 
proper  remarks,  to  a  committee  of  this  association,  to  which  the  State 
Societies  are  recommended  to  become  auxiliary." 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  association,  it  would  tend  to 
the  production  of  papers  of  greater  merit,  and  increase  the  interest  of 
the  meetings  of  local  or  county  societies,  if  those  papers  possessing 
peculiar  merit  were  referred  to  the  State  Society  as  mark  of  honor 
and  to  be  incorporated  into  their  proceedings  if  deemed  worthy." 

It  is  for  you,  gentlemen,  to  decide  whether  it  is  expedient  at 
this  time  to  recommend  to  the  members  of  this  society,  through  the 
county  societies,  the  observation  and  collection  of  such  facts.  The 
days  of  theorizing  and  speculation  in  medicine,  we  trust,  are  past. 
We  can  expect  to  improve  the  science  of  medicine  only  upon  the 
inductive  method — the  collection  of  the  largest  number  of  facts. 
Those  that  can  and  should  be  collected  by  each  and  every  member  of 
this  society  in  the  various  localities  where  they  reside,  among  a  pop- 
ulation living  and  dying  under  all  the  diversified  circumstances  which 
exist  in  our  communities,  would  be  of  the  most  important  character ; 
altogether  more  valuable   than  those  occurring  among  such  a  class  of 

persons  as  are  usually  found  in  large  hospitals. 

The  plan  carried  out  will  require  great  labor ;  so  great  that  we 
cannot  expect  to  do  all  we  wish  at  once.  It  will  be  a  work  of  years 
to  perfect  the  system,  but  this  should  not  deter  us  from  commencing 
the  enterprize.  Those  advanced  in  life  may  never  acquire  the  habit 
of  recording  their  observation,  but  to  our  younger  brethren  we  look 
with  hope. 

It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  plan  of  sanitary  reports, 
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SO  auspiciously  commenced  in  Hartford  county,  and  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  each  county  of  the  State,  by  this  society  at  their  convention 
two  years  since,  have  received  so  little  attention  from  individual  mem- 
bers or  from  county  societies.  We  trust  these  recommendations  will 
not  long  remain  unheeded. 

All  our  county  societies,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  plan  proposed, 
will  find  it  necessary  to  have  two,  and  probably  more  frequent  meet- 
ings, each  year.  I  am  hajipy  to  learn  that  some  counties  have  recent- 
ly decided  upon  more  frequent  meetings. 

Through  the  influence  of  members  of  our  profession  we  fortunately 
have  in  Connecticut  a  registry  law,  which  may,  in  its  yet  incipient 
and  imperfect  slate,  require  your  constant  watchfulness  and  care,  lill 
it  is  more  fully  perfected  and  established. 

I  would  recommend  to  your  notice  the  efforts  now  being  made  for 
tin'  establishment  in  our  state  of  an  institution  for  the  improvement  of 
that  unfortunate  class,  in  all  communities,  the  imbecile  and  idiotic,  as 
eminently  worthy  of  your  attention.  It  will  be  in  keeping  with  the 
previous  history  of  our  profession,  in  regard  to  kindred  institutions,  I" 
give  this  enterprise  your  hearty  and  efficient  support  ;  as  1  have 
before  observed,  our  mutual  organization  might  be  improved. 

If  you  were  to  examine  our  system  with  the  eye  and  cxperienci  ol 
a  judicious  surgeon,  you  would  doubtless  tind  some  ulcer*  requiring 
the  free  application  ol  the  caustic;  some  useless  or  offensive  members 
that  need  the  amputating  knife.  Still  you  will  find  enough  that  can 
now  be  done  to  improve  our  body  corporate  as  at  present  organized. 
We  now  have  the  most  important  organs,  the  bones,  the  cartilage,  the 
tendon,  the  muscle,  and  a  weak  circulation  in  the  heart  and  large 
arteries.  If  we  can  this  day  send  out  from  this  center  of  action  a 
fresh  (low  of  warm  arterial  blood,  coursing  through  the  large  arteries, 
to  the  extremities,  rousing  up  to  intense  action  every  minute  capillary, 
there  will  be  a  happy  return  to  the  cerebral  organ,  giving  them  in- 
creased energy  mid  vitality.  If  we  can  start  on  its  course  from  the 
brain  a  full  current  of  nervous  influence  through  tin'  Sympathetic 
nerves,  thrilling  through  every  minute  nervous  filament,  we  shall  soon 
see  tlte  whole  system,  now  sluggish  and  torpid,  awakened  to  anew  life, 
producing  results  exceeding  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  We 
must  go  to  work  with  all  our  energies  if  we  would  maintain  our  repu- 
tation, or  make  advances  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  :fn-  in 
which  we  live.  We  must  be  satisfied  to  see  a  less  number  of  patients, 
that  we  may  observe  better  and  record  the  observation  made.  We 
must  lie  willing  to  labor  as  individuals,  and  on  committees,  and  make 
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thorough  work  in  the  reform.  Such  a  eour.se  will  eradicate  all  petty 
jealousies  and  rivalries  between  brethren,  leaving  only  a  fair  and  hon- 
orable competition  for  high  distinction  in  the  profession. 

Gentlemen,  I  trust  you  have  come  here  prepared  to  remain  till 
the  labor  necessary  to  be  accomplished  at  this  Convention,  is  accom- 
plished, even  though  it  should  require  the  remainder  of  the  week. 
And  when  you  have  done  this,  you  arc  to  remember  that  your  duties 
as  fellows  do  not  terminate1  with  the  close  of  this  Convention.  You 
are  chosen  for  the  year,  liable  to  be  called  together  again  by  your 
President,  should  the  interest  of  the  profession  require  your  attention. 
You  may  have  important  duties  to  perform  in  the  discipline  of  unwor- 
thy members. 

As  you  return  to  the  hills  and  valleys  of  Connecticut  to  resume 
your  ordinary  duties,  go  feeling  that  the  interests  of  the  profession  in 
your  several  counties  are  in  an  important  sense  committed  to  your 
care.  Attend  your  county  meetings  to  explain  and  advocate  such 
measures  as  you  shall  here  recommend  for  their  action,  and  attend  to 
all  the  duties  incumbent  on  you  as  fellows,  till  others  are  elected  to  fill 
your  places. 

In  conclusion,  brethren,  permit  me  to  say,  we  are  constantly  re- 
minded by  the  Providence  of  God,  that  our  time  for  labor  here  is 
short.  The  returns  of  the  clerks  of  the  several  counties,  to  be  made 
this  day,  will  show  that  a  number,  not  small,  have  fallen  in  our  ranks 
during  the  year  now  past. 

Three  of  these  require  particular  notice  at  this  time,  their  names 
being  on  our  most  important  Standing  Committees.  The  death  of  one 
of  these,  David  Harrison,  M.  D.,  of  Middletown,  comes  near  the 
speaker,  and  to  at  least  two  other  members  of  this  Convention.  He 
was  our  class-mate,  a  pleasant  and  a  warm  friend,  for  a  period  reaching 
near  to  one-third  of  a  century.  Another,  Reynold  Webb,  M.  D.,  of 
Madison,  a  few  years  our  senior,  an  acquaintance  of  over  thirty  years. 
The  last  fifteen  years  residing  in  the  same  county,  our  intercourse  has 
been  frequent  and  pleasant.  We  always  expected  to  meet  him  at  our 
county  meeting.  If  we  were  disappointed,  it  wras  an  exception, 
not  the  rule.  He  was  often  a  prominent  member  of  this  Convention. 
That  noble  form'  and  familiar  face  we  shall  sec  no  more.  May  we 
imitate  all  that  is  ennobling  and  elevating  in  their  characters.  The 
other  brother,  we  remember,  as  one  who  has  battled  long  and  manfully 
with  a  fatal  disease,  to  which  he  at  last  was  obliged  to  yield. 

We  have  to  deal  with  an  enemy  that  cannot,  like  the  soldier  on  the 
battle  field,  be  shot  down,  or  driven  off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
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and  kept  out  by  fortification.  Unless  we  are  spared  to  wear  out 
by  the  infirmities  of  age,  or  cut  oft'  by  the  Providence  of  God.  we 
arc  Mire  that  the  enemy  we  have  been  fighting  all  our  lives,  will 
at  last  triumph  over  u>.  Some  disease  will  defy  our  skill,  however 
eminent,  the  counsel  of  our  brother,  however  wise.  But  we  need  nol 
be  troubled  with  this  thought.  The  only  perfect  physician  that  has 
been  on  our  earth,  who  could  heal  all  manner  of  disease  with  a 
word,  a  look,  or  the  touch,  when  he  had  accomplished  his  work, 
laid  down  his  life;  a  life  that  no  man  hail  power  In  take,  except 
it  were  given  him  from  above.  May  we  all,  when  in  health,  pre- 
pare to  meet  the  last  enemy,  bo  that  we  may  at  last  enter  that 
world  where  we  shall  not  hear  the  groan-  of  the  sick,  the  sigha 
of  the  broken  hearted,  or  the  ravings  of  the  maniac;  where  all  i- 
holiness  and  happiness;  whose  inhabitants  never  say  they  are  sick. 


DISSERTATION, 

HY   BENJAMIN  D.  DEAN,  M.  D 


Mr.  President,  and   Gentlemen  of  the  Stale  Medical  Society : 

Another  year  has  quickly  fled.  It-  brief,  fleeting  hours,  whether 
laden  with  joy  or  sorrow,  prosperity  or  adversity,  are  now  past,  min- 
gling in  eternity's  ocean,  with  those  beyond  the  flood.  And  thus,  year 
after  year  has  swiftly  glided  away,  till  now  we  are  permitted  by  t In- 
record  of  our  doings  on  tin-  occasion,  to  acknowledge  with  due  rei  er- 

e the  return  of  the  sixty-fifth  anniversary  of  our  state  Medical 

Society.     Its  origin  being  contemporaneous  with  the  early  struggles 

of  our  American  Republic,  and  founded  by  tl i  of  our  Profession, 

who  acted  well  their  part  iii  establishing  the  free  institutions  we  now 
enjoy,  and  possessing,  as  it  does,  many  features,  analogous  to  the  re- 
turn of  our  individual, or  national  birth-day,  it  should  ever  be  held  in 

honored  remembrance  liy  US,  and  our  successors.  Beaides,il  render- 
US  important  service  in  forming  new  friendships  and  renewing  old 
ones.  Its  annual  return  cheer-  the  mind  with  many  happy  reminis- 
cences, by  inclining  us  to  review  our  professional  associations  of  the 
past.  In  fact,  it  forms  a  milestone,  a  landmark  in  our  career  of  miti- 
gating the  ills  Of  man,  which  cluster  BO  thickly  around  hi-  whole 
pathway  in  this  life.     Therefore,  lei  us  all,  whether  present  or  absent, 

Cherish    it    With   renewed  interest. 

Without  further  detaining  you  with  preliminaries,  permit  me  to  an- 
nounce, that  the  "Medical  Profession"  will  constitute  the  theme  of 
my  remarks  on  this  occasion. 

In  my  arrangement  of  this  subject  lor  your  consideration,  1  propose 
to  notice  briefly  its  Hietory,  Present  Position,  and  Prospective  At- 
tainments. 

The  history  of  all  departments  of  art  and  science,  i-  replete  with 
interest  to  those  who  seek  for  knowledge,  amid  the  mouldering  ruins 
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and  buried  treasures  of  the  past.  Such  in  their  researches  are 
guided  and  allured  backward  down  the  course  of  time,  by  an  occa- 
sional beacon-light  whose  somber  radiance  is  in  striking  contrast 
with  the  darkness  so  visible  along  the  steep  declivity  of  receding 
centuries.  And  fortunate,  indeed,  is  it,  that  such  aid,  however  limited, 
is  vouchsafed  from  generation  to  generation,  and  that  the  noblest 
results  are  sometimes  secured  through  the  influence  of  the  humblest 
instrumentality.  And,  cheering  is  the  fact,  that  here  and  there, 
through  all  the  long  and  varied  record  of  the  past,  some  frag- 
ment of  departing  worth  has  been  wrested  from  the  otherwise 
universal  and  engulfing  vortex  of  oblivion's  night.  And  thus  it  is, 
that  the  condition  of  our  race,  past,  present,  and  future,  is  inseparably 
united,  each  influencing  in  their  turn,  those  that  succeed  them.  And 
well  it  is,  that  the  present  is  in  continued  dependence  on  the  past,  and 
the  future  on  the  present.  For,  were  this  bond  of  union  severed,  the 
wisdom  and  experience  of  past  ages  would  prove  of  no  practical 
service  to  us,  nor  would  the  events  and  acquirements  of  our  times, 
influence  the  condition  of  countless  generations  that  are  sure  to  fol- 
low us  during  the  lapse  of  a  mysterious  future. 

The  history  of  our  Profession,  during  those  remote  ages,  which 
constitute  and  environ  the  antedeluvian  world,  for  a  period  of  more 
than  twenty  centuries,  is  veiled  in  the  darkest  obscurity.  The  mind 
is  beclouded  in  the  wildest  conjecture,  in  contemplating  the  position 
and  attainments,  that  had  been  made  in  medical  science,  among  that 
long  list  of  kingdoms  and  empires,  that  arose  and  fell  during  those 
primeval  ages,  without  leaving  a  single  footprint  to  tell  of  their 
grandeur,  dominion,  and  duration,  ere  they  were  entombed  in  one 
common  deluge.  And  yet,  that  is  not  sufficient  evidence  for  us  to 
doubt  its  existence  and  success,  through  so  long  and  obscure  a  period 
of  the  world's  history.  The  chief  wants  and  requirements  for  the 
comfort  of  man,  have  possessed  the  strongest  analogy  through  all 
time.  He  has  required  food  and  raiment,  repose  and  shelter  in  all 
ages,  and  in  all  climes.  Endowed  with  the  great  elements  of  man- 
hood, though  clothed  in  the  feebleness  of  infancy,  he  has  arisen 
to  power,  and  possession.  And  in  all  his  prosperity  or  adversity, 
disease  and  death,  in  their  numberless  forms,  at  times  stealthily, 
and  again  abruptly  approaching  their  victims,  have  been  no  strangers 
to  him.  Indeed,  it  is  reasonable  for  us  to  suppose,  that  he  has  ever 
struggled  and  labored  to  find  some  safe  retreat  from  foes  that  so  fre- 
quently and  successfully  attack  the  citadel  of  life.  For,  the  law  of 
self-preservation  is,  and  probably  ever  has  been,  acknowledged  a  con- 
troling  element  in  guiding  man's  individual  action.     Acting  almost 
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by  intuition  from  the  deduction  of  such  an  hypothesis,  we  are  forced 
to  the  conclusion,  that  the  virtue  of  medicine  has  long  been  acknowl- 
edged by  mankind.  Indeed,  I  feel  justified  in  claiming  its  origin  and 
achievements  to  have  been  cotemporaneona  and  coextensive  with 
I  lie  race  of  man,  since  the  decree  of  "  dust  thou  art,"  was  written  on 
his  brow.  Its  commencement  and  early  development  mast  have 
been  humble.  A  few  simple  remedies  might  have  been  used  by  ac- 
cident, and  the  ordinary  application  of  these,  would  very  naturally 
lead  to  the  examination  of  other-  whose  properties  and  intluenee  on 
disease,  though  briefly  recorded,  could  DOl  fail  to  increase  the  desire, 
and  extend  the  facilities  of  similar  and  more  thorough  investigations. 
In  this    limited    and    inauspicious  manner,  without  doubt,  the  germ  of 

our  Profession  was  developed,  ami  sustained  in  its  infancy.     And  as 

tin1  decree  was  appointed    unto  all   men,  rich    and  poor,  high  and  low, 

the  noble  and  the  ignoble,  bond  and  free,  it  was  undoubtedly  cultiva- 
ted with  great  zeal  and  unanimity,  and  it-  application  and  apprecia- 
tion  must    have   beco universal  at  an  early  day.     Among  every 

nation,  tribe,  and  people,  - e  were  to  be  found  who  wire  considered 

competent  to  practice  the  healing  art.  Ami,  thus,  as  we  look  down 
through  the  long  gloomy  \i-ta  of  centuries,  we  can  discover  the  early 
foundation  of  that  noble  structure, the  Medical  Profession,  which  now 
encircles  the  globi — modest  and  unassuming  in  it-  primitive  history, 
like  the  development  of  the  oak  from  tin'  aeorn,  whose  numerous, 
deep,  and  far-reaching  liber-  firmly  sustain  the  trunk,  with  it-  man] 
outstretched    arms  proudly  defying  the  -tonus  of  many  generations. 

We  learn  from  history,  in   tracing   the    progress  of  events,  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  race,  from  the  earlie-t  record  which  ha-  runic  down 

to leru  lime-,  that  to  ancient  Egypt  belongs  the  enduring  fame  of 

being  the  earlie-t  effectual  patron  of   Medical  Science.      Here,   in  this 

land  of  Pyramid-,  w  hose  lofty  proportions  and  artistic  grandeur  can 

never  be  excelled,  the  arts  and    sciences   were   early  and  sui --fully 

cultivated.  And  in  the  development  of  all  the  elements  for  the 
comfort  and  improvement  of  the  race,  it  i- a  proud  fad  for  us  to  know, 
that  our  Profession  was  not  left  uncared  for  and  forgotten.     Although 

we  can  not    instance    the    names  of  it-    mo-t    honored   members,  a-  in 

more  recent  periods,  still,  the  fact  which  I  have  already  affirmed,  can 
not  be  successfully  questioned.  For  we  have  the  evidence  of  Hero- 
dotus on  this  point,  a  Grecian  historian,  who  lived  in  the  tilth  century 
before  the  Christian  era;  and  whom  Cicero  call-  the  Father  of  llis- 
tory.  He  -ays, "  that  the  scien f  Medicine  received  bo  much  at- 
tention, that  in  the  practice  of  the  art,  tin'  div  i-ion  of  labor  appears 
0 
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to  have  been  carried  as  far  as  in  modern  times.  That  one  physician 
was  confined  to  the  study  and  management  of  one  disease ;  that  some 
attended  to  the  diseases  of  the  eyes,  some  took  care  of  the  teeth,  while 
many  attended  to  the  cure  of  maladies  which  were  less  conspicu- 
ous." 

Division  of  labor,  to  this  extent,  could  not  have  been  established 
and  maintained  among  any  other  than  a  refined  and  highly  civilized 
people.  In  the  infancy  of  society,  every  man  employs  himself  in  all 
the  departments  of  industry,  which  are  requisite  for  the  supply  of  his 
immediate  wants.  As  society  advances,  the  various  arts  and  profes- 
sions arise,  and  with  the  progress  of  refinement,  these  necessarily 
undergo  various  subdivisions  ;  but  we  do  not  look  for  this  division  to 
be  carried  to  its  ultimate  limits  except  in  the  most  advanced  stages  of 
civilization.  That  the  Medical  Profession  has  ever  maintained  an 
honorable  position  among  mankind,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  is  made 
fully  evident  from  the  fact  of  its  sacred  associations,  at  the  earliest 
period  from  which  history  or  tradition  reveals  its  success  to  us.  In 
the  primitive  ages  of  Egyptian  history,  its  members  were  robed  with 
the  prerogatives  of  the  cloister.  They  administered  aid  and  relief  to 
the  body  as  well  as  the  soul.  Indeed,  the  priests  of  those  days  were 
almost  exclusively  the  representatives  of  science  and  learning  in  all 
their  varied  departments.  They  were  the  physicians,  judges,  astrono- 
mers, architects  and  rulers.  At  what  date  this  state  of  things  ceased 
to  exist,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  determine.  But  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  a  long  time  must  have  elapsed  after  the  study  and  practice 
of  medicine  had  been  recognized  a  separate  profession,  before  the 
wants  of  society  demanded  that  variety  of  practitioners  in  its  several 
departments,  which  existed,  as  we  have  already  instanced,  among  the 
early  Egyptians,  more  than  forty  centuries  ago.  But  this  people,  with 
all  their  wealth  and  refinement,  their  attainments  in  the  arts  and  sci- 
ences, their  gorgeous  temples  and  lofty  pyramids,  were  not  permitted 
to  escape  the  changes  and  decay,  which  are  so  visibly  written  on  ter- 
restrial objects.  Yes,  the  glory  of  this  once  favored  land,  whose  wide- 
spread civilization  and  scientific  institutions  have  influenced  the  prog- 
ress of  the  race  in  subsequent  ages,  at  length  reached  its  culmina- 
tion. And  in  the  decline  that  soon  followed,  of  the  vital  elements 
which  constituted  its  greatness,  the  Medical  Profession  shared  in  the 
same  general  wreck.  But  the  light  that  sustained  and  guided  the 
interests  of  medical  science  then,  was  only  dimmed,  not  extinguished. 
For  in  later  times,  and  among  another  people,  its  rays,  with  stronger 
effulgence,  were  destined  to  illuminate  the  pathway  of  man. 
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In  tracing  the  progress  of  our  Profession,  after  ceasing  to  linger 
amid  the  ruins  and  buried  treasures  of  a  nation,  which  occupies  so 
conspicuous  a  position  in  the  annuls  of  both  .-acred  and  profane  his- 
tory, the  mind  is  very  naturally  directed  by  it-  success,  to  ancient 
Greece.  Here  the  most  reliable  early  record  of  Medical  Science  is 
traceable.  And  much  of  its  later  history  IE  closely  blended  with  the 
noble;  institutions  of  that  classic  land,- — a  laud  proudly  distinguished 
Ibi-  its  poets  and  philosophers,  ii-  Bcience  and  song,  it-  orators,  heroi  -. 
and  statesmen, 

"  Clime  of  the  unfbrgotten  brave  ! 
Whoso  land  from  plain  to  mouiitaiii-c.i\  e 
Was  freedom's  home,  or  glory's  grave." 

The  history  of  this  once  powerful  people,  date-  more  than  eighteen 

centuries  anterior  to  the  Christian  Era.  It  is  environed  with  thrilling 
events,  and   instructive   lessons.     Here    literature,  and  the  arts  and 

sciences,  were  generally  and  successfully  cultivated.  Here  the  Medi- 
cal Profession  found  a  genial  soil,  and  it-  members  held  no  ordinary 
position  in  rank  or  power.  In  many  instances  tiny  were  the  rulers 
of  the  people.  And  such  was  the  degree  of  respect  and  reverence 
to  which  they  attained  as  a  class,  that  the  memories  of  some  of  the 
most  eminent  among  them,  were  constituted  objects  of  worship  after 
death.  Thus  it  was  with  Jv-culapius,  a  -urgeon  of  high  attainments 
in  his  day,  who  received  the  homage  of  the  profession  to  that  extent, 

as  to  be  honored  and  worshiped  as  the  ( rod  of  medicine  ;  and  «  ho  E 
name  has  been  preserved  through  the  darkne-s  and  inutati f  cen- 
turies, during  the  rise  and  fall  of  Empires,  and  is  now  acknowledged 
with  pride  and  reverence. 

The  honors  and  emoluments  of  the  Profession,  were,  for  several 
centuries,  hereditary  in  certain  distinguished  families  of  the  priest- 
hood, wdio,  by  their   devotion    to    the    cultivation  of  medical    science, 

acquired  a  brilliant  name.     One  of  these  families,  descending  from 

Esculapius,  far  excelled  all  others  in  the  enduring  reputation  it-  mem- 
bers won  in  the  healing  art.  This  one  was  that  of  which  Hippocra- 
tes was  a  member.  This  renowned  family  maintained  a  prominent 
position  for  a  period    of  three    hundred    year-;   and  during  that  time 

furnished   seven   members  of   our    Profession,   who    wen.'    highly 

honored,    and    without    doubt   justly  entitled    to    the    many  flattering 

encomiums  that  have  been  bestowed  on  their  memories.  Undoubt- 
edly, this  i-  tl nly  instance  in   the   long  and  varied  annals  of  medi- 
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cine,  wherein  one  family  has  maintained  equal  prominence  during 
three  consecutive  centuries.  They  were  alike  celebrated  for  their 
skill  and  their  writings  on  medical  subjects.  Collectively  they  have 
the  credit,  as  a  family,  of  being  the  authors  of  seventy-two  works. 

The  first  of  the  family  of  whom  history  furnishes  any  record, 
flourished  about  five  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ.  And, 
as  the  sequel  proved,  the  success  of  his  labors,  in  a  measure  pre- 
pared the  way  for  one  who  was  destined  to  establish  a  new  era  in 
medicine,  as  the  second  of  that  name,  grandson  of  the  first,  far 
excelled  all  others  in  brilliancy  of  mind  and  knowledge  of  disease. 
He  was  born  in  the  Island  of  Cos,  four  hundred  and  sixty  years  pre- 
vious to  the  Christian  era.  By  his  mother,  he  is  classed  as  a  descend- 
ant of  Hercules,  and  according  to  the  genealogy  of  those  times,  he  is 
considered  as  the  eighteenth  lineal  descendant  from  Esculapius.* 
Therefore  his  natural  position  in  the  world,  aside  from  the  acquire- 
ments to  which  he  attained,  gave  additional  character  to  the  services 
which  he  rendered  for  the  improvement  of  our  Profession. 

In  his  investigations  of  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine,  he 
saw  much  that  had  received  the  confidence  and  approbation  of  the 
earlier  practitioners,  to  which  he  could  not  assent — much  that  had  the 
semblance  of  truth,  but  which  his  acute,  penetrating  mind,  decided  to 
be  error.  He  was  fully  competent  for  this  important  work.  He  pos- 
sessed the  true  elements  of  character,  necessary  to  constitute  him  a 
successful  pioneer,  and  guide  to  our  profession  for  all  coming  ages. 
His  medical  aphorisms,  his  discovery  of  the  recuperative  power  of 
nature,  as  witnessed  in  the  "  vis  medicatrix  naturae,"  and  bis  demon- 
stration of  the  critical  days,  in  acute  diseases,  wrought  a  mighty 
change  in  the  theory  and  treatment  of  disease  among  his  contempora- 
ries ;  and  have  since  exerted  a  wide  and  healthful  influence  in  estab- 
lishing the  present  basis  of  medical  science. 

Little  was  correctly  known  of  the  true  anatomical  structure  of 
man,  at  the  period  of  our  profession  just  noticed.  It  is  not  difficult 
for  us  to  account  for  this  state  of  things,  when  we  consider  the  gene- 
ral prejudice,  and  even  superstitious  notions  entertained  by  the  whole 
people,  relative  to  dissecting  the  human  body.  A  more  rational 
view  of  this  subject  became  prevalent,  however,  soon  after  the  exten- 
sive conquests  of  Alexander.  During  his  reign,  and  that  of  his  im- 
mediate successors,  the  department  of  Anatomy  received  much  prac- 


*  He  could  boast  of  a   noble  ancestry,  dating  back   through  the   changes 
and  struggles  of  more  than  twelve  centuries. 
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tical  attention.  Its  study  was  thoroughly  cultivated  at  Alexandria 
under  the  administrative  rule  of  the  Ptolemys.  Under  the  liberal 
patronage  of  the  first  of  these  sovereigns,  it  commanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Profession,  to  that  extent,  as  to  secure  a  favorable  esti- 
mate of  its  vital  importance  by  the  people  generally.  Consequently 
what  would  have  been  considered  a  high  penal  offence  fur  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  true  interests  of  medical  science  in  Hippocrates1 
day,  soon  became  the  favored  theme  and  -tudv  of  tin-  profession. 
Extremes  followed  close  upon  one  another,  as  not  unfreqnently  hap- 
pen in  more  modern  times.  The  subject  was  prosecuted  with  such 
zeal  and  minuteness,  it  is  recorded,  that  Herophilus,  a  highly  cele- 
brated Anatomist  who  flourished  about  hundred  and   fifty  years 

after  the  birth  of  Hippocrates,  dissected  even  living  criminals. 

The  Romans,  as  a  nation,  when  we  consider  the  degree  of  pros- 
perity they  enjoyed,  and  the  immense  controlling  influence  they  ex- 
erted over  other  nations  for  centuries,  deserve  little  or  no  credit  for 
the  meagre  sen  ire  they  rendered  in  advancing  either  the  good  repu- 
tation or  usefulness  of  our  profession.  During  the  lapse  of  thai 
long  and  eventful  period,  in  which  the  martial  prowess  of  thi-  brave 
people  swayed  the  imperial  sceptre  over  the  then  known  world,  little 
advance  was  made  in  the  knowledge  or  treatment  of  disease.  The 
many  elements  of  greatness,  preeminently  enjoyed  bj  them,  which 
should  bave  been  employed  in  developing  man's  highest  temporal  in- 
terests ami  happiness,  were  ruthlessly  submerged  and  forgotten  in  the 
vortex  of  national  ambition  and  aggrandizement.  And  vet  it  i»  |';,r 
from  my  intention  to  claim  that  the  want-  of  our  profession  were  en- 
tirely overlooked  during  those  :\^r<  that  witnessed  the  fortunes  and 
reverses  of  this  gigantic  Empire.  For  history  has  preserved  a  few 
names  from  the  general  wreck  of  thi-  once  favored  nation  of  an- 
tiquity, which  were  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion. Among  this  li-t.  the  name  of  Ceslsus  deserves,  perhaps,  a  favor- 
able consideration  when  compared  with  hi-  cotemporaries.  lb;  was 
a  voluminous  writer,  but  did  not  possess  an  inventive,  originative 
mind,  lie  was,  beyond  question,  a  great  compiler.  If  he  excelled 
in  any  one  department  more  than  another,  it  was  in  the  province  of 
BUrgical  subjects. 

In  this  connection,  were  I  to  fail  to  notice,  briefly,  the  claims  to 
which  the  memory  of  Galen  is  entitled  in  this  imperfect  review  of 
medical  history,  I  should  be  sure  not  to  accomplish  fully  my  purpose 
on  this  occasion.  Several  centuries  had  rolled  their  innumerable 
changes  over  the  scenes  of  earth,  during   the  period  that  elapsed  from 
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tlie  death  of  Hippocrates  the  great,  to  the  birth  of  Galen.  This  dis- 
tinguished disciple  of  Esculapius  was  born  in  Asia  Minor,  in  the  year 
131,  after  the  appearance  of  that  memorable  star  in  the  east,  which  so 
completely  disturbed  the  equanimity  of  Herod,  and  all  the  Egyptian 
court.  Possessing  rare  intellectual  endowments,  he  would  have  been 
a  valuable  acquisition  to  any  profession.  At  an  early  age,  however, 
he  manifested  a  strong  attachment  for  the  study  of  medicine,  anil  soon 
became  distinguished  for  the  services  he  rendered  in  the  improvement 
of  medical  science.  He  was  a  ripe  scholar,  a  ready  writer,  and  a  pro- 
found reasoner.  The  great  principles  embraced  in  the  theory  of  Hip- 
pocrates, he  adopted  and  zealously  advocated  ;  and  in  the  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  essays  on  medical  subjects,  which  are  accredited  to  him, 
a  leading  object  seemed  to  be,  to  give  correct  illustrations  of  the  doc- 
trine taught  in  the  labors  of  him  who  will  be  honored  as  the  father  of 
medicine,  so  long  as  the  history  of  our  profession  shall  be  preserved. 
( ialen  was  naturally  prompted  to  manifest  more  fervency  in  this  direc- 
tion, for  the  reason  that  a  portion  of  his  cotemporaries,  at  least,  had 
not  only  misunderstood,  but  misrepresented  those  principles  of  the 
great  philosopher  in  medicine,  which  he  held  in  venerated  remem- 
brance. He  attained  the  age  allotted  to  man's  earthly  career,  of 
three  score  years  and  ten;  and  during  the  greater  portion  of  his  life, 
his  brilliant  mind  was  closely  occupied  with  the  view  of  advancing 
the  good  reputation  of  the  healing  art.  And  safely  it  may  be  said, 
that  he  labored  not  in  vain,  for  he  won  his  way  to  a  proud  position, 
among  the  noblest  votaries  of  science  recorded  in  antiquity.  Indeed, 
his  success  would  appear  commensurate  with  the  aspirations  of  the 
loftiest  ambition ;  for  his  opinions  and  elucidations  of  medical  sci- 
ence bore  almost  undisputed  sway  over  the  medical  profession  during 
more  than  twelve  centuries.  This  may,  in  a  measure,  be  attributable 
to  the  general  abandonment  of  scientific  research,  during  that  period 
of  the  world's  history,  known  as  the  middle  ages,  when  an  almost 
universal  gloom  enveloped  the  mental  world,  obscuring  the  lights  that 
guided  man's  true  elevation  and  progress.  The  decline  and  fall  of  the 
Roman  Empire  directly  preceded,  if  not  the  precursor,  of  that  night 
of  mental  paralysis,  which  extended  its  blighting,  enervating  influence 
through  centuries,  including  and  entombing  much  of  the  accumulated 
wisdom  and  experience  of  our  profession,  in  the  same  general  wreck. 
During  the  ten  centuries  next  following  this  overthrow  of  empires 
and  dynasties,  a  general  abandonment  of  scientific  research  was  visible 
among  those  who  had  been  its  most  effective  patrons.  From  this 
period  to  the  dawn  of  the  ninth  century,  the  lights  which  had  cheered 
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and  guided  the  interests  of  our  profession,  became  obscured  in  the 
thick  moral  darkness  that  rested  so  heavily  on  the  progress  of  the 
race.  Then  it  was,  ;l-  we  approach  the  noon  of  this  moral  night,  the 
gloom  apparently  becoming  more  dense,  that  the  feeble  rays  of  a 
glimmering  and  unexpected  light  are  visible  in  the  distant  horizon. 
As  distance  lessens,  anxiety  deepens  in  the  mind,  not  unlkc  the  solici- 
tude of  the  mariner,  who  for  the  first  time,  without  chart  or  compass, 
approaching  an  unknown  and  rock-bound  coast,  veer-  the  course  of 
his  frail,  tempest-tossed  bark,  in  the  direction  of  a  new,  though  unex- 
pected light.     He  cannot  discover,   while   retreat   may  l»-  possible* 

whether  it  be  true  or  false,  whether  ai ten  of  safety,  or  the  fearful 

precursor  of  inextricable  danger  and  despair.  But  buoyant  with  hope, 
and  spirits  undaunted,  with  his  eye  intently  fixed  on  the  distant  light, 
he  presses  on  through  wind  and  storm,  and  the  discoveiy  of  a  conti- 
nent rewarded  his  labors.  Imagination  may  picture  a  similar  scene, 
while  the  mind  contemplates  the  doubts  and  uncertainties  that  cluster 
around  the  first  demonstration  which  Arabia  made,  in  the  cultivation 
of  medical  science.  Yes,  the  land  and  descendants  of  bbmael,  the 
wild  man  of  tin'  desert,  the  only  nation  in  all  antiquity  that  never 
submitted  to  the  dictations  of  a  foreign  conqueror,  always  free,  and 
thus  will  they  ever  continue,  at  length  became  the  depository  of  let- 
ters, the  oasis  of  our  profession.  Ami  the  Arabian  physicionB 
deserve  the  gratitude  of  posterity  for  the  unwearied  devotion  thej 
manifested,  though  humble  the  result,  in  its  success  and  advancement. 
( )n  the  revival  of  letters,  <  ialcn  appeared  to  be  held  in  nearly  equal 
reverence  with  Aristotle.  His  reputation  and  position  in  the  medical 
world,  as  the  long  moral  and  mental  night  which  had  hung  like  a 
mantle  over  the  middle  age-,  disappeared,  -till  received  the  homage  of 
the  profession.      This  state   of   thing-  continued    for    a    time.      lint    al 

length  the  .-pill  was  broken,     for  a  da--  of  independent  miml-  were 

deeply  occupied  in  their  researches  lor  the  ele\ ation  and  impri«\  ■•- 
menl    of  OUT    profession.      Their  labors  led  to  important  results.      By 

the  tests  they  instituted,  new  principles  were  developed.  And  per- 
haps no  one  rendered  greater    service    in    this    direction    than  Bacon. 

Long  will  hi-  noble  influence  be  fell  in  behalf  of  a  sound  basis  of 
rational  philosophy  in  medicine.  He  justly  condemned  the  spirit  of 
superficial  investigations,  and  vague  speculations,  which  constituted  a 
prominent  feature  in  the  labors  of  previous  age-.  lie  urged  the  para- 
mount necessity  of  more  careful  attention  to  that  branch  of  medical 
science  known  as  morbid  anatomy.  A  thorough  knowledge  of  this 
department,    in    connection    with    the  proper  Study   and  cultivation  of 
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therapeutics,  were  considered  by  him  of  primitive  importance.  And 
in  his  opinion,  the  general  diffusion  of  quackery  among  all  classes, 
in  his  day,  resulted  directly  from  the  feeble  efforts  made  for  the 
cultivation  of  these  branches. 

The  writings  of  this  wise  man  exerted,  unquestionably,  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  mental  culture  and  professional  attainments  of  Har- 
vey and  Sydenham,  who  manifested  such  partiality  and  even  rever- 
ence for  his  system  of  philosophy  in  medicine. 

Since  his  day,  the  several  departments  of  our  science  have  made 
rapid  advancement  in  the  line  of  improvements.  The  discovery  and 
demonstration  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  formed  an  important  era, 
in  the  history  of  our  profession.  It  quickened  and  increased  the 
vitality  of  thought,  and  aroused  the  whole  medical  mind  to  a  higher 
appreciation  of  more  critical  observation.  The  resources  of  chemis- 
try have  been  called  into  requisition  and  have  rendered  important 
service.  The  labors  and  writings  of  Boerhaave,  Haller,  Hunter,  and 
scores  of  others,  are  entitled  to  an  honorable  notice  on  this  occasion  ; 
and  if  time  and  your  patience  would  permit,  a  glance  at  their  his- 
tory might  not  be  wholly  devoid  of  interest  or  profit. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  are  witnessed  im- 
portant developments  of  true  progress  in  medical  science.  It  forms  a 
glorious  era  in  the  annals  of  medicine.  Since  passing  its  threshold, 
great  influences  have  been  steadily  at  work  to  establish  a  more  reliable 
basis  of  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  disease.  And  much  has  been 
accomplished.  Nor  could  we  have  reasonably  anticipated  a  less 
favorable  result,  when  we  duly  consider  the  zeal  and  ability  that 
have  characterized  the  efforts  of  Laenncc,  Prout,  Brodie,  Chambers, 
Liebig,  Marshall  Hall,  and  a  host  of  others,  engaged  in  accomplish- 
ing this  noble  work.  And  in  view  of  the  high  position  which  the 
medical  profession  occupies  to-day,  I  feel  safe  in  claiming  that  more 
has  been  done  for  the  improvement  of  medical  science  during  the 
last  half  century,  than  had  been  achieved  in  centuries  previous. 

Nor  has  the  usefulness  of  our  profession  been  limited  to  the  treat- 
ment and  cure  of  physical  disease  alone.  It  has  soared  on  loftier 
wing  to  analyze  and  comprehend  the  subtle  agencies  that  regulate  and 
control  the  complicated  elements  of  mind.  As  the  mind  is  the  noblest 
attribute  in  the  full  development  of  man,  so  do  the  study  and  success- 
ful treatment  of  its  maladies,  constitute  the  crowning  glory  and  proud- 
est mission  of  the  medical  profession. 

"Within  a  few  years  past,  the  medical  treatment  of  the  insane  has 
received  the  most  careful  investigation   at  the   hands  of  some  of  the 
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most  gifted  members  of  our  profession.  And  now,  there  are  in  this 
country  alone,  some  forty  Hospitals  or  Retreats  for  the  reception  and 
amelioration  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our  race.  According  to  the 
reports  of  some  of  the  most  successful  of  these  institutions,  nearly 
fifty  pur  cent,  of  the  number  admitted,  has  been  fully  restored  to 
soundness  of  mind.  This  fact  alone  speaks  nobly  in  behalf  of  the 
evidence  of  improvement  in  our  profession,  during  the  firsl  half  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  Bui  this  is  not  all.  The  labor  and  liberality 
"l  our  profession  in  succoring  and  improving  the  many  unfortunate 
fellow  beings  of  our  race,  do  not  end  here.  For  it-  humane  impulses 
are  still  further  warmly  enlisted  to  secure  the  elevation  and  improve- 
ment of  another  class  of  mankind,  who  have  been  considered,  till 
within  a  few  years,  as  occupants  of  a  sad,  but  irremediable  condition. 
I  refer  to  that  class,  which,  bearing  the  external  signet  of  their  Crea- 
tor, has  existed  in  every  age,  bul  whose  imbecility  of  intellect  has 
assigned  them  a  rank  below  the  brute  creation. 

To  be  in  a  state  of  idiocy  was  to  be  in  a  position  far  too  tow  to  be 
cheered  by  even  a  single  ray  of  hope.  Thus  for  more  than  -ix  thou- 
sand years  has  ihis  earth  of  ours  revolved  around  ii>  i unon  center, 

sustaining  beings  in  human  form,  who  were ionscious  of  life  or  any 

ol  its  relations,     But  the  I r  was  reserved  for  our  times  and  age, 

to  witness  the  progress  of  thai  science  and  philanthropy  thai  would 
circle  the  globe  in  seeking  to  elevate  man  to  his  true  dignity  and  po- 
sition. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  have  sketched  imperfectly  the  history  and 
achievements  of  the  noblest  science  that  ever  occupied  the  attention 
of  Unite  minds.  We  have  witnessed  some  of  the  many  obstacles  it 
has  overcome  in  attaining  it<  present  enviable  position.  No  profes- 
sion has  been  cultivated  with  greater  enthusiasm  and  more  constant 
devotion  than  medicine ;  and  considering  the  degree  of  superstition, 
and  number  of  false  theories  it  has  bad  to  encounter  in  all  ages,  none 
has  made  greater  proficiency.  It  has  been  sustained  by  many  pat- 
rons justly  numbered  among  the  most  brilliant  mind-  which  this  earth 
has  ever  witnessed — names  identified  with  man'.-  true  sphere  and  des- 
tiny, and  whose  memories  will  increase  in  grandeur  and  veneration  as 
future  generations  shall  review  the  record  of  the-  past 

And  still  the  work  is  not  all  performed,  nor  are  the  noble  aims  of 
our  profession  fully  accomplished.  Although  it  now  occupies,  in  the 
meridian  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a  commanding  and  honorable  po- 
sition, there  are  yet  prouder  height-  to  attain,  and  still  nobler  victo- 
ries to  be  won.  The  whole  profession  should  arouse  itself  to  new 
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and  greater  efforts,  if  its  future  success  would  add  to  the  value  and 
renown  of  its  past  achievements. 

False  theories  in  medicine  are  of  luxuriant  growth,  and  have  found 
zealous  advocates  in  all  ages.  And  though  the  fact  is  humiliating,  it  is 
painfully  evident  that  our  own  times  form  no  exception  in  this  partic- 
ular. Empiricism  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  as  at  present  exhib- 
ited, holds  a  strong  position  and  exerts  a  wide  influence.  It  possesses 
a  wonderful  degree  of  adaptation  in  securing  its  object.  It  approaches 
its  victims  in  a  variety  of  shades  and  forms.  Its  advocates  are 
numerous  and  presumptive,  beckoned  on  by  the  unqualified  assurance 
of  possessing  both  fame  and  fortune  as  their  reward.  Neither  is  its 
field  of  conquest  strictly  confined  to  the  lower  strata  of  society,  for  at 
times  it  possesses  the  form  and  comeliness  of  true  culture  and  refinement, 
and  thereby  secures  the  patronage  of  wealth  and  station.  And  it  is 
to  be  feared  even,  that  members  of  the  regular  faculty  in  medicine, 
holding  fellowship  with  us  and  connection  with  this  society,  are  to  be 
found,  who  are  not  wholly  free  from  its  paralizing,  fascinating  influ- 
ences. 

That  Empiricism  is  an  evil  of  the  first  magnitude,  in  its  ability  to 
retard  the  true  progress  of  medical  science,  I  think  all  will  readily  ad- 
mit. If  such  be  the  case,  can  no  remedy  be  proposed  of  sufficient  vi- 
tality to  stay  its  further  progress  ?  Briefly,  I  would  say,  that  if  its 
enervating,  devastating  currents  are  ever  checked  in  their  blighting 
course,  the  work  must  be  effected  by  the  agency  of  the  strongest 
union  in  our  own  ranks,  united  with  a  more  thorough  diffusion  of  a 
sound  philosophy  of  medical  science,  among  the  masses  of  the 
people.  The  bickerings,  jealousies,  and  unkind  remarks  which  are 
sometimes  witnessed  among  medical  men,  in  their  professional  capacity, 
should  cease.  Each  member  should  henceforth  labor,  as  it  were, 
for  the  good  reputation  of  his  associates,  and  thereby  secure  the  re- 
turn of  more  permanent  reward  for  individual  effort.  When  that  pe- 
riod is  welcomed  and  attained,  then  will  the  cheering  and  healthful  in- 
fluence of  our  noble  science  be  more  universally  experienced  in  all 
lands.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  our  profession,  united  and  pros- 
perous, occupy  that  proud  position  which  is  commensurate  with  its 
worth. 

BENJAMIN  D.  DEAN. 

Norwich,  May,  1857. 


DISSERTATION, 

Read  before   the    Hartford   County  Medical  Society,  at   its    Annual 
Meeting,  April  3,  1857. 

BY    P    M     HASTINGS,  M.  R.,  HARTFORD 


Remarkable  changes  have  been  gradually  taking  place  in  medical 
literature  during  the  past  half  century.  From  being  -imply  the  repos- 
itory of  hypotheses,  hastily  formed  to  account  tor  isolated  phenomena, 
there  is  a  marked  tendency  apparent,  to  neglect  theoretical  specula- 
tions, and  to  confine  itself  to  the  record  of  carefully  observed  and 

accurately  noted  fid-,  hearing  directlj   UJ tic    practice  of  medicine. 

A  medical  writer  who  speculates  merely,  can  hardly  Becure  readers, 

at  the  present  day,  and  it  Seems  impossible  that  any  theory,  however 
plausible  and  beautifully  Constructed,  can  ever  again  control  the 
opinions  of  the  medical  world,  as  did  those  of  Brown  and  Broussais, 
The  main  causes  of  this  improvement  in  medical  literature,  ma\  be 
found  in  the  growth  of  collateral  branches  <>f  knowledge  and  their 
application  to  medical  science.  Chemistry,  instead  of  being  confined 
to  the  description  and  analysis  of  certain  articles  of  the  materia 
medica — as  it  was  in  the  memory  of  many  now  living — lias  been 
applied  to  the  elucidation  of  the  vital  functions,  with  wonderful  re- 
sults. She  has  not  only  placed  on  a  reasonable  basis,  much  that 
experience  had  taught  us,  as  true,  but  ha-  added  vastly  to  our  stock 
of  knowledge.  The  knowledge  of  the  composition  of  animal  tissues, 
ami  the  conditions  of  waste  and  supply,  must  ever  exerci-e  an  import- 
ant influence  upon  the  treatment  of  disease.  Without  doubt,  we  now 
treat  many  diseases  upon  a  more  rational  plan  and  more  successfully, 
from  an  acquaintance  with  the  principles  or  maxims  derived  from  the 
principles  of  vital  chemistry. 
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There  is  an  increasing  disposition  among  medical  men  of  the  present 
day,  to  base  diagnosis  of  disease  upon  a  sound  pathology,  and  important 
practical  results  have  already  been  realized.  The  conceptions  en- 
tertained by  physicians  of  the  changes  induced  by  disease,  were  often 
vague  and  unsatisfactory,  and  to  a  certain  extent  this  still  remains 
true.  The  inability  of  detecting,  in  many  instances,  any  morbid 
change,  leaves  abundant  room  for  conjecture,  a  mental  condition  al- 
ways to  be  avoided.  We  are  disposed  to  look  for  evidences  of  change 
of  structure  in  all  fatal  cases  of  disease,  and  if  these  are  too  transient 
or  too  minute  to  be  traced,  we  experience  disappointment,  and  it  may 
be  lose  confidence  in  the  method  of  treatment  pursued.  Recent  dis- 
coveries lead  us  to  hope  that  this  source  of  uncertainty  will  be  par- 
tially, if  not  wholly  removed,  ere  long. 

By  improved  methods  of  investigation,  we  are  daily  becoming 
better  acquainted  with  the  more  delicate  tissues  of  the  body,  and  the 
hitherto  unseen  changes  induced  by  disease.  We  now  mark  evidence 
of  change  of  structure,  where  a  few  years  since,  the  most  skillful 
pathologist  failed.  This  advance  in  pathology,  is  due,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  introduction  and  improvement  of  the  microscope. 

It  is  to  some  of  the  discoveries  and  the  practical  value  of  the  micro- 
scope, as  a  means  of  diagnosis  in  disease,  that  I  wish  to  direct  your 
attention  for  a  few  minutes  to-day. 

To  one,  whose  ideas  of  the  microscope  were  formed  a  quarter  of  a 
century  since,  it  will  appear  strange,  and  perhaps  very  unreasonable, 
to  claim  any  value  for  observations  made  by  its  instrumentality.  But 
we  should  bear  in  mind  at  the  outset  of  our  inquiry,  that  the  micro- 
scope of  the  present  day  is  a  very  different  instrument  from  that  in 
use  even  twenty-five  years  since.  After  the  brilliant  discoveries  of 
Ehrenberg  and  his  cotemporaries,  the  microscope  fell  into  undeserved 
disrepute,  on  account  of  errors  of  misinterpretation  of  less  gifted  ob- 
servers. So  great  were  its  imperfections  that  a  prolonged  dispute 
arose  in  regard  to  the  form  of  the  blood  corpuscles — one  representing 
them  as  globular,  another  as  flat  discs,  and  still  another  as  of  irregu- 
lar shape  and  size.  So  perfectly  can  these  bodies  be  defined,  by  the 
modern  microscope,  that  no  difference  of  opinion  need  be  entertained. 
This  may  be  taken  as  an  illustration  of  the  deficiencies  of  the  old 
microscope,  and  the  consequent  diversity  of  opinion,  leading  scien- 
tific men  to  regard  it  as  a  beautiful,  but  useless  philosophical  toy. 

The  attention  of  opticians,  however,  was  directed  to  the  improve- 
ment of  this  instrument,  with  so  much  success,  that  they  now  claim  to 
have  fulfilled  all  the  conditions  of  the,  theory  of  a  perfect  microscope. 
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No  difference  of  opinion  need  now  be  entertained  in  reference  to 
what  i-  seen,  though  the  perfection  of  an  instrument  can  not  obviate  or 
prevent  the  errors  of  interpretation  which  will  always  arise,  when 
men  of  differently  constituted  minds  view  the  same  object. 

Let  us  note  it  lew  instances)  wherein  our  knowledge  of  the  structure 
and  functions  of  the  animal  economy  has  been  increased  by  microsco- 
pic investigation.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  extended  observa- 
tions of  the  blood  Corpuscles,  made  at  an  early  period  in  the  history  of 
the  microscope.  We  now  know  that  these  play  an  important  part  in 
the.  history  of  animal  life,  as  carriers  of  the  oxygen  and  carbon,  essen- 
tial constituents  of  the  body;  that  they  ata  of  different  sizes  in  the 
various  genera  of  animals ;  that  they  differ  in  form  in  the  warm  and 
Cold  blooded;  and  that  they  are  accompanied  by  other  and  larger 
corpuscles,  whose  office  is  probably  quite  u  important.     15ut  then  is 

still  niiirli  to  be  learned  in  regard  to  their  origin  and  ultimate  desti- 
nation, furnishing  a  highly  important  and  useful  held  of  inquiry. 
The  circulation  of  the  blood  can  he  clearly  illustrated  by  the  micro- 
scope, in  many  transparent  parts  of  animals.  The  changestoo,  effected 
iii  this  iluid,  iii  its  passage  through  the  minute  tissues,  are  known  to 
take  place,  while  contained  in  its  appropriate  vessels,  through  their 
parieties,  and  not  by  escape  into  the  cellular  substance.     The  vessels 

are  so  extremely  minute  in  the  lungs,  (and  this  i,  probably  true  of 
all  parts  of  the  body)  that  a  single  series  od  blood  Corpuscles  is 
allowed  to  pass  at  once,  and  the  changes  alluded  to,  arc  brought  about 

by  the  principle  of  endosmose  and  exosmose.     It  is  probable,  that  in 

no   instance,  do   these    minute    bodies    escape   from    their  appropriate 

vessels,  without  a  solution  of  continuity.    This  is  known  to  be  the 

ca<e,  in  all  the  secerning  and  excreting  gland-. 

Perhaps  the  most  splendid,  as  well  as  the  most  important  result  of 

microscopic  investigation,  has  been  the  establishment  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  cellular  formation  of  all  organized  products.  Il  i-  now  settled 
beyond  question,  that  everypartof  an  organized  structure  is  made  up 
of  cells  or  their  products.  The  cell  is  regarded  as  the  type  of  organiza- 
tion, and  possesses  an  individual  life,  which  may  enable  it  to  maintain 
an  independent  existence  and  to  continue  its  kind  by  reproducing  indi- 
viduals like  itself  to  an  indefinite  extent;  or  its  life  may  be  subordi- 
nate to  that  of  the  structure  to  which  it  belongs,  and  of  which  it  forms 
a  component  part.  Starting  from  this  point  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace 
the  origin  and  mode  of  formation  of  most  of  the  complex  structures 
of  the  animal  fabric.  It  is  however,  true,  that  some  of  the  altered 
tissues  of  the  higher  organisms,  compel    us  to   have  recourse  to  the 
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analogy  furnished  by  those  of  the  humble  and  more  simple  types  of 
animals,  to  resolve  them  satisfactorily. 

To  my  mind,  the  light  thrown  upon  the  difficult  subject  of  genera- 
tion, furnishes  one  of  the  most  beautiful  illustrations  of  the  value  of 
microscopic  investigations  of  the  animal  functions.  It  has  been  de- 
termined, in  every  instance,  where  the  life  history  of  the  more  sim- 
ple forms  of  animal  and  vegetable  life  has  been  studied,  that  however 
prolific  they  may  be,  multiplying  themselves  an  hundred  fold  in  a  few 
hours,  by  the  processes  of  gemmation  or  budding  and  by  fissuration 
or  self-division,  there  is  always  a  true  generative  act  performed  at  some 
period  of  their  lives,  thus  preserving  the  species.  This  act,  indeed,  is 
absolutely  essential,  for  a  repetition  of  processes  of  gemmation  and 
fissuration  leads  to  wide  departures  from  the  original  type  and  thus 
specific  differences  are  obliterated — and  further,  it  is  known,  that 
among  the  higher  plants,  a  race  soon  becomes  extinct  where  circum- 
stances prevent  the  renewal  of  the  generative  act.  In  many  of  the 
simple  and  transparent  organisms  above  referred  to,  often  consisting 
of  a  collection  of  simple  cells,  brought  together  without  much  appa- 
rent order,  a  cell  may  be  seen,  whose  office  it  is  to  receive  the  con- 
tents of  another  cell,  and  to  become  as  a  consequence  of  such  union, 
an  individual  like  its  parent.  There  are  various  modes  in  which  this 
union  or  conjugation  is  effected.  Sometimes  it  takes  place  within 
the  body  of  the  parent  where  both  are  formed,  or  these  two  cells 
may  meet  after  extrusion  from  the  parent,  or  again  the  contents  of 
these  two  may  be  received  by  a  third  cell,  which  becomes  developed 
while  the  original  cells  perish.  There  can  be  no  question  that  this 
process  of  conjugation,  constitutes  a  true  generative  act,  and  is  a 
type  of  the  same  function  in  the  higher  orders  of  organized  beings. 
Not  unfrequently,  these  cells,  whether  of  animal  or  vegetable  origin, 
are  endowed  with  powers  of  locomotion  ;  and  the  distinction  between 
ova  and  sperm  cells  can  generally  be  made  out  even  among  the 
most  minute  organisms.  Sufficient  evidence  has  been  accumulated 
to  establish  the  principle,  that  the  essential  part  of  the  function  of 
generation,  consists  in  the  union  of  two  cells  of  different  natures ;  a 
principle  applicable  alike  to  vegetable  and  animal  propagation.  In 
many  of  the  higher  orders  of  animals,  we  can  not  always  trace  the 
mode  in  which,  nor  the  period  at  which  this  union  is  effected.  Still 
we  can  not  doubt  its  reality.  In  fishes  and  reptiles,  such  union  of 
ova  and  sperm  cells,  takes  [dace  externally  to  the  body  of  the 
parent,  either  at  the  moment  of  extrusion  or  soon  after,  and  can 
readily  be  noted.     In  the  mammalia,  the  organs  of  reproduction  are 
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so  complicated,  that  it  becomes  exceedingly  difficult  and  in  many  in- 
stances impossible,  to  trace  the  process  of  fecundation,  and  we  are 
obliged  to  be  content  with  the  analogy  furnished  by  those  of  more 
simple  structure,  and  infer  that  this  union  takes  place.  In  these 
higher  orders,  we  find  indeed,  the  same  elements,  the  ova,  which  re- 
quires the  addition  of  the  spermatic  fluid  for  its  development.  In 
the  sperm  of  all  the  higher  animals,  the  microscope  reveals  the  ex- 
istence of  almost  innumerable  little-  bodies  endowed  with  active  mo- 
tive powers,  which  have  received  the  designation  of  Spermatozoa, 
from  the  evidence  of  their  distinct  aniinality.  Since  locomotion  has 
been  proved  to  belong  to  certain  conditions  of  vegetative  life,  these 
bodies  are  regarded  as  simply  sperm  cells,  whose  contact  with  the 
ova  are  absolutely  essentia]  to  fecundation.     It  is  difficult  to  conceive 

how  this  contact  is  brought  about  in  man,  since,  a-  far  as  OUT  knowl- 
edge  extends,  tin;  conditions  for  the  transmission  "I  the  Bpetm  cell 
to  the  ovary,  are  in  all  respects  unfavorable ;  but  as  fecundation  i- 
known  to  have  taken  place  before  the  ova  reaches  tin-  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  such  transmission  is 
effected.  Still  further,  we  know,  that  the  presence  of  these  sperm 
cells,  is  an  absolute  condition  to  impregnation,  i"i-  where  the  sperm- 
atic fluid  is   destitute  of  the  sperm  cells,  or  where  they  exist  in  a 

mutilated  stale,  the.  act  can  not  be  perfected.  It  i-  somewhat  sin- 
gular   that    the    disparity  of  numbers,    between  the  ova  and    sperm 

cells,  holds  good  among    the  lower,    as    a ig    the    higher    orders  of 

animals  ami  plants,  the  former  being  comparatively  few  in  number, 
(he  latter  being  furnished  almost  without  limit.  After  impregnation, 
the  history  of  the  new  being  forms  a  topic  of  \ei_v  great  interest, 
development  being  effected  by  the  successive  production  of  celN  and 
their  subsequent  modifications. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  between  the  cell,  that  increases 
by  self-division,  and  propagation  by  cells  in  ail  respects  like  itself, 
and  which  never  reaches  a  higher  point  of  development,  and  that 
endowed  with  power  of  growth  to  the  highest  form  of  animal  exist- 
ence, the  microscope  can  detect  no  appreciable  difference,  both  con- 
sisting of  a  membranous  sac  enclosing  minute  granules.  Beyond 
this  point  our  powers  fail,  and  we  must  rest  content  to  refer 
the  changes  witnessed  to  that  mysterious  principle  we  denominate 
life. 

Let  us  note  a  few  points  of  the  practical  bearing  of  the  micro- 
scope. In  cases  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  that  instrument  has  often 
been  called  into  use,  and  its  revelations  have  been  received  as  evi- 
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dence  of  high  character  in  courts  of  justice.  In  a  recent  case,  which 
is  fresh  in  the  minds  of  all,  it  was  used  to  determine  the  character  of 
blood  stains  and  aided  much  in  narrowing  the  field  of  inquiry. 

In  practical  investigations  its  value  in  determining  the  character  of 
secretions  of  the  genito-urinary  organs,  is  generally  acknowledged. 
We  often  have  the  ability  of  locating  the  particular  point  from  which 
a  discharge  emanates,  and  the  value  of  microscopic  examination  be- 
comes at  once  apparent.  The  forms  presented  by  the  epithelial 
scales  from  various  points  of  these  organs  ars  peculiar.  Thus  in 
Spermatorrhoea,  the  disease  may  be  limited  to  the  prostate  gland 
to  the  vesiculae  seminales,  or  to  the  testes,  the  epithelial  scales  ac- 
companying the  discharge  will  often  enable  us  to  iix  upon  the  point 
most  affected  by  disease.  In  Leucorrhoea,  we  can  by  similar  means 
detect  the  existence  of  disease  of  the  vagina,  the  os,  the  cervix  and 
the  fundus  of  the  uterus.  Abnormal  urinary  secretions  are  usually 
accompanied  by  epithelial  scales  indicating  their  origin,  these  bodies 
being  of  different  forms  in  the  urethea,  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  fun- 
dus and  in  the  uriniferous  tubes  of  the  kidney.  We  detect  the  pres- 
ence of  sugar  in  the  urine  by  the  rapid  development  of  confervoid 
vegetation,  the  existence  and  various  forms  of  urinary  calculi,  abnor- 
mal quantity  of  inorganic  salts,  the  presence  of  blood,  pus  and  albu- 
men and  in  many  instances  determine  the  point  from  which  they 
originate.  The  various  forms  of  organic  disease  of  the.  kidney,  can 
often  be  detected,  portions  of  the  new  or  altered  structure  being 
present  in  the  urine. 

In  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs,  the  microscope  affords  valua- 
ble aid  in  diagnosis.  Not  to  mention  the  presence  of  blood,  and  pus 
in  the  excretions,  the  various  forms  of  tubercular  disease  furnish  char- 
acteristic microscopic  appearances,  which  have  been  accurately  de- 
scribed. The  tubercular  cell  being  an  imperfectly  developed  pus 
cell,  presenting  peculiarities  readily  made  apparent. 

The  recent  discovery  of  a  peculiar  parasitic  vegetation,  termed 
sarcina  ventriculi,  in  the  stomach,  has  led  to  more  satisfactory  methods 
of  treatment  in  some  of  the  most  obstinate  diseases  of  this  organ. 

This  instrument  has  been  applied  to  the  diagnosis  of  tumors,  ever  a 
matter  of  difficulty  and  debate,  with  the  most  experienced  surgeons. 
It  is  claimed  by  one  class  of  observers,  that  a  true  cancer  cell  can 
always  be  detected  in  malignant  tumors  ;  its  various  forms  have  been 
accurately  delineated,  and  great  reliance  has  been,  and  is  still,  placed 
upon  its  discovery.  Others,  deny  the  existence  of  a  distinctive 
cancer  cell,  and  assert  that  here  the  microscope  is  wholly  at  fault. 
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From  a  somewhat  careful  examination  of  these  opposing  views,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  in  very  many  cases  of  doubt,  certainty  can  be 
attained  by  microscopic  investigation.  While  in  regard  to  other 
cases,  our  knowledge  is  as  yet  insufficient  for  the  formation  of  positive 
opinions.  But  there  is  certainly  reason  for  hoping  that  more  extended 
observations  will  render  clear,  many,  if  not  all  the  difficulties,  attend- 
ing the  diagnosis  of  tumors.  The  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  earlier 
and  more  sanguine  mieroseopists,  have  frequently  been  found  errone- 
ous by  more  careful  observers,  but  since  the  introduction  of  improved 
instruments  into  all  the  principal  hospitals  of  the  civilized  world,  we 
may  confidently  expect  valuable  results.  In  regard  to  fatty  and 
hydatid  tumors,  where  doubt  of  their  character  exists,  the  microscope 
can  readily  be  called  in  aid  with  satisfactory  results,  the  matter  drawn 
by  an  exploratory  needle  being  sufficient  for  its  purposes. 

The  microscope  has  farther  shown  that  many  of  the  most  obstinate 
skin  diseases,  are  due  to  the  presence  of  minute  animal-,  and  snch 
knowledge  has  led  to  certain  methods  of  cure.  In  others,  parasitic 
vegetations  have  been  discovered,  and  experiment  has  indicated  modes 
of  eradication. 

Not  to  multiply  examples,  the  fact  that  the  microscope  is  in  daily 
use  throughout  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  as  .1  means  of  diagno- 
sis, and  that  new  discoveries  are  constantly  being  announced,  bearing 
upon  the  causes  of  disease,  must  be  received  as  strong  evidence  of  its 
value.  While  it  does  not  usurp  the  place  of  the  stethoscope, or  specu- 
lum, means  furnished  by  modern  science,  we  must  claim  for  it  a  posi- 
tion of  equal  value.  But  unlike  these  instrument-,  it  has  a  more 
extensive  range,  and  can  not  fail  of  attaining  a  higher  rank  as  a  mean- 
of  diagnosis. 
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DR.     ELI     HALL. 


(IV    (JUIinON    W.    RI'flRKLL.    M.  it. 


Er.i  Hall  was  born  in  East  Hartford,  on  the  eighth  of  October, 
1785.  He  received  liis  academical  education  in  Lester,  Massachu- 
setts, and  pursued  bis  medical  studies  with  bis  father  Dr.  Timothy 
Hull,  a  prominent  practitioner  of  the  time.  Dr.  Griswold  of  die  same 
place,  and  with  Dr.  Cogswell  of  Hartford.  He  attended  lectures  ai 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  where  be  graduated,  and  after  residing  in 
Easl  Hartford,  about  a  year,  removed  to  Blanford,  Mass.,  where  be 
continued  until  about  IS'!'.1,  when  be  returned  to  bis  native  place. 

In  Ulantbrd,  as  I  Irani,  hi'  was  tin.'  principal  practitioner,  ami  iliil  a 
large  business,  and  though  it  was  scattered  and  laborious,  yel  he 
enjoyed  excellent  health.  lie  had  eminently  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the.  community,  who  appreciated  his  good  sense,  and  his 
quiet,  unobtrusive  manners,  and  parted  with  him  with  reluctance  when 
he  left  for  another  field  of  labor. 

When  his  father  died  he  returned  to  Bast  Hartford,  and  was  >'">n 
in  full  business.  Though  never  absent  tor  a  great  length  of  time,  yel 
he  often  made  visits  of  pleasure  to  his  different  friends,  or  to  his  for- 
mer  residence    in    Massachusetts,   and    these    excursions    he    enjoyed 

greatly,  as  affording  him  relaxation,  and  opportunities  of  social  inter- 
course. The  last  year  or  two  of  his  life  he  was  troubled  with  enlarge- 
ment of  the  prostate  gland,  and  visited  but  few  patients  after  Octo- 
ber, 18o."i.  lie  lingered  through  the  winter  and  sprint:,  able  to  take 
but  little  nourishment,  ami  becoming  extremely  emaciated,  until  the 
eighth  of. I ■.  1856,  when  he  died. 
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Dr.  Hall  was  a  man  of  remarkable  gentleness,  and  equanimity  of 
temper  ;  of  much  moderation,  he  was  inclined  to  take  a  favorable 
impression  of  men  and  things,  joining  in  condemnation  with  reluct- 
ance, or  seeking  to  soften  it  with  excuses.  Hence  there  was  in  him 
little  of  boldness  of  character,  or  of  novelties  in  practice,  and  he  was 
content  to  tread  in  those  good  old  paths  of  his  predecessors,  whose 
lights,  if  they  were  less  brilliant  than  some  of  those  of  modern  days, 
perhaps  effected  quite  as  much  for  humanity.  His  common  sense 
was  excellent,  and  this,  with  his  modesty,  and  retiring,  unobtrusive 
disposition,  formed  the  chief  traits  in  his  character.  His  medical 
knowledge  was  respectable,  his  discrimination  of  disease  was  good, 
and  his  treatment,  though  not  heroic,  was  not  expectant,  Consti- 
tuted as  he  was,  he  was  not  likely  to  err  in  any  matters  by  going 
to  either  extreme,  and  was  content  if  the  patient  did  not  die  from  any 
efforts  of  his  own,  as  well  as  from  a  failure  of  them. 

He  was  lovely  in  his  family,  affording  his  children  the  advantages 
of  a  good  education,  and  was  loved  and  respected  by  them.  Though 
losing  several  by  death,  and  watching  them  with  anxiety  during  long 
sicknesses,  he  yet  bore  his  afflictions  with  patience  and  resignation, 
as  became  him.  His  Christian  character  led  him  to  receive  with 
thankfulness  the  blessings  bestowed  upon  him,  to  bear  with  resigna- 
tion the  ills  of  this  life,  and  to  endeavor  to  live  in  peace  and  charity 
with  all  men. 

In  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  he  was  loved  and  respected, 
as  a  kind  physician  and  as  a  quiet  man  ;  with  the  physicians  he  stood 
well,  enjoying  the  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  and  thus 
passed  the  last  days  of  his  life,  well  spent  in  the  enjoyment  of  much 
happiness  and  the  practice  of  good  works.  Social,  benevolent  in  his 
feelings,  kind  and  amiable  in  his  manners,  he  passed  through  nearly 
seventy-three  years,  with  quite  as  much  of  happiness  and  respect  as 
falls  to  the  lot  of  most  men,  and  died  leaving  a  pleasant  memory  behind 
him. 

Hartford,  April,  1857. 
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DR.     SYLVESTER     BULKLEY, 

BY    RTPC9    W.   QRISWOLD,    M.    D. 

Sylvester  Bulkley  was  the  second  son  of  Hosea  Bulkley,  of 
Rocky  Hill,  (formerly  a  part  of  Wethersfield,)  in  which  place  he  was 
born  in  1787.  He  was  prepared  for  college  by  Rev.  Calvin  Chapin, 
D.  D.,  of  Rocky  Hill,  entered  Yale  in  1806,  and  graduated  in  1810. 
The  following  winter  he  taught  school  in  "Wethersfield,  meantime  pur- 
suing the  study  of  medicine  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Daniel  Ful- 
ler, of  Rocky  Hill.  He  then  attended  lectures  in  the  medical  depart. 
mriit  of  Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  II.,  and  received  the  degree 
of  M.  I).,  at  that  institution,  in  1812.  Dr.  Bulkley  first  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Haddam,  where  he  remained  about 
eight  years,  when  he  disposed  of  hi-  lm-ine--  to  a  Dr.  Monger,  and 
went  to  Chester.  There  he  remained  hut  a  short  time,  when  he  re- 
turned to  that  part  of  Haddam  known  as  Iligganum,  in  professional 
connection  with  Dr.  Munger.  A  more  favorable  offer  presenting 
itself,  Dr.  B.  located  in  Upper  Middletown,  (now  Cromwell,)  where 
he  remained  in  successful  practice  for  about  twelve  years.  He  then 
relinquished  bis  business  in  that  place,  and  after  spending  a  few 
months  in  New  York  and  its  neighborhood,  availing  him.-elf  of  the 
facilities  for  acquiring  medical  knowledge  there  afforded,  he  returned 
and  settled  in  Berlin.  In  that  town  he  continued  until  1848,  when 
Rocky  Hill  being  left  without  a  resident  physician,  by  the  removal  of 
Dr.  A.  W.  Harrows  to  Hartford,  Dr.  Bulkley  returned  to  hil  native 
place.  Hire  be  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  until 
within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  though  age  and  its  consequent  infirmi- 
ties restricted  the  amount  of  his  business  for  the  latter  part  of  the 
time. 

Dr.  Bulkley  was  of  a  robust  habit  of  body,  and  of  vigorous  consti- 
tution, and  bad  good  health,  with  the  exception  of  attack-  of  rheuma- 
tism, which  is  hereditary  in  his  family.  In  consequence,  probably,  of 
exposure  and  over  exertion  in  visiting  a  patient,  in  the  severe  weather 
of  the  season,  be  was  taken  sick  the  twenty-seventh  ot  January  last, 
and  died  the  first  of  February,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age. 
I  lis  disease  was  an  acute  inflammation  of  thai  portion  of  the  peritoneum 
covering  the  liver,  which  probably  extended  to  the  liver  itself.  For 
tin'  first  three  days  of  his  illne-s,  Dr.  Bulkley  expected  to  recover, 
and  bis   physician  thought   him   improving;  but   alter  this  he  passed 
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into  a  state  of  total  insensibility,  and  sank  rapidly.  He  was  attended 
by  Dr.  A.  S.  Warner,  of  Wethersfield,  and  once  seen  by  Dr.  E.  K. 
Hunt,  of  Hartford,  and  myself.  Dr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford County  Medical  Society  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  and  had  al- 
ways felt  a  lively  interest  in  all  efforts  for  the  promotion  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

Dr.  Bulkley  was  an  honest  man,  upright  and  straightforward  in  his 
dealings,  an  active  and  excellent  member  of  society,  of  high  moral 
character  and  correct  habits  of  life,  enjoying  the  esteem  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintances,  and  a  sincere  professing  Christian.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Berlin,  during  his 
residence  in  that  town,  and  continued  his  connection  there  till  his 
death,  though  an  attendant  on  divine  worship  at  Rocky  Hill,  after  his 
removal  thither. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Bulkley  enjoyed  a  liberal  patronage  in  the  sev- 
eral localities  where  he  resided.  He  stood  well  in  the  estimation  of 
his  brethren  of  the  medical  profession,  and  was  on  particularly  con- 
fidential terms  and  often  in  consultation  over  the  sick-bed  with  the  late 
Drs.  Richard  Warner,  of  Cromwell,  and  Archibald  Welch,  of  Weth- 
ersfield. Naturally  of  a  strong  mind  and  independent  character,  he 
had  little  disposition  to  yield  to  the  foolish  whims  of  his  patients,  when 
he  saw  that  yielding  would  be  prejudicial  to  their  recovery ;  and  his 
refusal  to  gratify  them  in  this  respect,  sometimes  made  enemies  of 
those  who  should  have  had  the  greater  regard  for  him  for  his  firmness 
of  purpose  in  their  behalf.  Considerations  of  policy,  which  often 
stand  men  in  stead  of  sound  medical  knowledge  ;  subterfuge  in  conver- 
sation, which  is  a  cover  for  professional  ignorance  ;  suavity  of  manner? 
which  hides  defects  in  the  practice  of  medicine, — upon  these  Dr- 
Bulkley  did  not  altogether  rely,  to  gain  the  esteem  of  the  families  in 
which  he  practiced.  He  expected  to  benefit  his  patients,  rather  by 
the  potency  of  his  remedies  than  by  the  grace  of  his  bow ;  by  the  effi- 
cacy of  his  prescriptions,  rather  than  by  the  ease  of  his  conversation. 
Consequently,  those  who  call  a  physician  more  for  the  purpose  of 
having  their  diagnosis  confirmed,  and  their  views  of  the  proper  treat- 
ment supported  by  him,  than  for  the  sake  of  his  medical  advice  and 
care,  and  who  dislike  him  in  proportion  as  he  disagrees  with  their  no- 
tions, often  complained  of  Dr.  B.  when  they  would  have  done  better 
to  listen  willingly  to  his  counsel,  and  adhere  trustingly  to  his  orders. 
With  quacks  and  quackery  he  had  no  patience,  and  quite  as  little  with 
those  who  followed  them.  Of  "  steam  doctors,"  "  consumption  doc- 
tors," and   other  like  empyrics,  be  entertained   a  great    abhorrence 
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and  contempt;  and  with  the  various  isms  in  medicine,  that  from  time 
to  time  spring  up  to  have  a  mushroom  existence,  he  would  have  noth- 
ing to  do.  Correctly  considering  a  proper  medical  education  as  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  proper  practice  of  the  profession,  and  that 
the  science  must  have  a  stable  theory  based  upon  known  facts  for  its 
foundation,  in  order  to  be  deserving  confidence,  Dr.  Bulkley  had  no 
part  with  those  who  "  take  up  "  the  trade  without  a  thorough  training 
in  the  various  fundamental  branches  of  the  profession,  and  would 
have  no  counsel  with  interlopers,  who  had  no  other  title  to  be  called 
doctors  than  that  bestowed  by  themselves  alone. 

Dr.  Bulkley  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  in  the  enjoyment  of  respect  and 
esteem,  performing  his  duties  as  a  man  and  a  physician,  capably,  faith- 
fully and  honestly,  and  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  in  peace,  tike  a 
shock  of  wheat  fully  ripe  for  the  harvest. 

Rocky  Hill,  April  28,  1857. 


SANITARY    REPORT  FROM    II A 11 'IT OKI). 

BY    OUKDON    W.    BU88ELL,    M.    I>. 


• 

The  deaths  in  (lie  town  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  1856,  were,  m- 
cluding  atillborn,  323,  which,  in  a  population  of  26,000,  would  make 

about  one  in  80.  Of  these,  \<'*2  wire  males,  and  161  win-  fe- 
males ;  and  occurring  during  the  five  firs!  years  of  life,  1  M),  of  which 
55  were  males  and  H5  were  females.  There  were  deaths  from  con- 
sumption, 54,  from  Marasmus,  !) ;  the  deaths  from  (he  former  amount 
to  one  in  6  of  the  whole  Dumber. 

I  hare  made  no  classification  of  the  deaths  which  have  occurred, 
except  those  of  a  zymatic  character,  termed  endemic,  epidemic  or  eon- 

tagioUS.  These  amount  in  nuinher  to  70,  being  a  little  over  one  in  4^, 
and  are  classified  as  foOoWS! 

Scarlet    Fever,  -  -  -  4 

Measles,  ...  .  :! 

Hooping  Cough,  -  -  7 

Cholera, 

Cholera  Infantum,  -        1 6 

Croup,  -  1 1 

I  liarrhea,  -  -  1  • 

Dysentery,  ...  7 

Erysipelas, 
Fever,  [intermittent, 
Remittent, 
«        Typhus,  1" 

Influenza, 

Small-pox,  -  -  - 

Syphilis,         -  -  I 

Thrush, 

Total,  -  70 

9 
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The  mortality  of  this  class  of  diseases  is  usually  considered  a 
pretty  correct  indication  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  any  place,  and  is 
favorable  as  regards  Hartford.  The  number  of  deaths  and  the 
amount  of  sickness  has  been  by  no  means  large,  and  tends  to  confirm 
the  impressions  generally  received,  that  the  past  year  has  been  com- 
paratively a  healthy  one. 

In  looking  at  the  above  table  it  will  be  perceived  that  there  has 
been  some  deaths  from  diseases  considered  as  contagious ;  thus,  from 
Scarlet  Fever  there  has  been  4.  This  prevailed  mostly  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  year ;  the  cases  were  generally  mild  and  few  in  number. 
In  some  instances,  the  anginose  symptoms  were  troublesome,  and  were 
peihaps  as  well  relieved  by  stimulating  applications,  internally  or  exter- 
nally, or  by  the  frequent  use  of  emetics,  as  by  other  measures.  These 
last  remedies,  operating  upon  the  disease  by  their  revulsive  power, 
and  cleansing  the  throat  more  effectually  than  can  be  done  in  any 
other  manner,  exercise  a  most  beneficial  influence,  and  but  imitate  that 
spontaneous  vomiting  which  so  often  occurs  at  the  commencement  or 
during  the  progress  of  the  disease. 

Of  Measles  there  has  been  3  deaths.  This  disease  commenced 
during  the  latter  period  of  the  year,  and  was  for  some  weeks  mostly 
confined  to  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  Speaking  of  it,  as  contin- 
uing to  the  present  time,  it  has  been  very  extensive  in  its  character, 
and  yet  not  of  a  very  bad  type.  Most  of  the  deaths  which  have 
occurred  have  been  from  pneumonia,  either  during  the  progress,  or 
subsequent  to  the  original  disease.  Aside  from  tins  special  complica- 
tion, most  cases  have  done  well  upon  mild  remedies.  I  can  not  omit 
to  notice  here  the  unfavorable  influence  manifested  by  the  early  use  of 
stimulating  diaphoretics,  or  active  cathartics.  Under  the  impression  that 
the  eruption  ought,  upon  the  accession  of  the  disease,  immediately  to 
make  its  appearance,  the  friends  have  been  apt  to  drench  the  patients 
with  milk  punch,  or  warm  drinks  of  various  kinds,  hoping  to  force  out 
the  eruption,  not  knowing  that  the  disease  must  run  a  certain  progress 
before  this  will  show  itself,  and  by  this  active  interference  have  often 
so  increased  the  inflammatory  state  of  the  system,  that  some  organ  has 
become  especially  affected ;  or  else  have  purged  violently,  and  thus 
bringing  on  a  diarrhea,  or  lowering  the  tone  of  the  body  by  a  violent 
shock,  have  rendered  the  eruption  tardy  in  its  appearance,  and  the 
disease  imperfectly  developed.  In  these  instances,  complications, 
though  not  always  occurring,  may  be  looked  for.  The  disease  is  one 
specially  of  the  skin,  though  attended  with  constitutional  symptoms, 
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and  if  it  can  be  m;i<lf;  to  spend  its  violence. externally,  it  is  at  the  re- 
lief ol   the  internal  organs,  and  with  not  mueli  danger  to  the  patient. 

Several  well  authenticated  cases  ..i'  Measles,  occurring  lor  tin- 
Second  lime,  have  been  witnessed.  This  is  nothing  new  to  the  pro- 
fession, but  should  Im-  improved  by  as  with  tin-  public,  in  showing  that 
tin-  disease  may  occur  more  than  once. 

Hooping  Cough  prevailed  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  and 
there  were  eleven  deaths  reported  from  this  cause. 

These  three  diseases,  measles,  scarlatina  and    hooping |._rh,  were 

present  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  were  followed  in  time 
by  variola,  showing  thai  epidemics  are  very  apt  to  follow  or  accom- 
pany one.  another,  particularly  those  affecting  the  skin. 

No  deaths  are  reported  as  having  occurred  from  Bmall-pOX,  though 

it  made  its  appearance  first,  sometime  in  December,  and  continue- to 

the  present  time,  being  the  most  extensive  epidemic  of  this  character 
which  has  prevailed  here  for  many  years. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  trust  that  I  may  be  allowed  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  Vaccination.  I  am  afraid  that  there  i-  an 
increasing  impression  with  the  public  against  tin-  utility  of  ibis  opera- 
tion, for  parents  arc  not  only  neglectful  in  seeing  that  it  i-  done  for 
their  children,  but  are  also  Ibund  to  protest  againsl  it.  on  the  grounds 

of  its  inellicacy,  as  well  as  from  the  fear  of  disease  being  commu- 
nicated by  it.  As  regards  its  inellicacy,  there  an'  no  grounds  for 
believing  it,  if  we  will  examine  the  whole  subject  with  care,  and  do 
not  expect  too  much  from  it.  denner  him-elf  found  that  -nine  of  his 
patients  who  had  been  vaccinated,  were  >ei/ed  with  a  mild  disease 
similar  to  variola,  when  exposed  to  it,  and  began  to  distrust  its  per- 
fect protective  power,  thinking  that  loo  much  might  have  been  claim- 
ed for  it  at  the  first.      Now,  (his  i-  probably  the   truf    view  to  take  ol 

it;  too  much  has  been  claimed  for  it ;  that  it  is  not  an  absolute  pro- 
tection from  variola,  as  our  experience  -how-  us  that  some,  although 
thoroughly  vaccinated,  will  have  a  modified  but  not  dangerous  form 
of  this  disease.  Let  US  therefore  be  content  with  what  we  can  gain, 
not  claiming  more  lor  this  invaluable  discovery  than  the  facts  will 
warrant,  nor  holding  out  to  the  public  any  uncertain  expectations, 
but  state  it  just  as  it  is,  and  rejoice  that  by  it  mortality  has  been 
much  diminished,  or  that  if  a  modified  form  of  the  disease  does  occur, 
il  is  shorn  of  much  of  its  terror-. 

But  there  is  a  more  serious  view  of  this  subject,  which  immedi- 
ately concern-  ourselves.  Ho  we  always  perform  this  operation, 
holding   in    view  the  magnitude  of  its   importance,   the  necessity  of 
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doing  it  well,  and  the  propriety  of  witnessing  the  progress  of  the 
vaccine  vescicle  during  its  different  stages.  I  am  afraid  not ;  but 
that  it  may  he  too  hurriedly  performed,  or  looked  after  but  once,  in 
its  commencing  stages,  when  a  careless  eye  might  fail  to  discriminate 
between  a  true  and  spurious  vescicle.  We  ought,  therefore,  I  contend, 
to  see  it  at  different  times  during  its  continuance,  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  constitutional  symptoms  or  not,  and  to  see  if  the  operation 
has  made  not  a  sore  alone,  but  a  sore  of  a  specific  character,  which 
has  its  rise,  progress  and  decline,  duly  marked  and  noted,  which  are 
special  and  peculiar  attributes  of  this  disease,  as  much  so  as  are  the 
special  and  peculiar  symptoms  of  scarlatina,  measles,"  or  typhus 
peculiar  to  these  diseases.  For  my  own  part,.I  entertain  the  opinion 
that  the  vaccine  disease  is  not  a  whit  modified  or  changed  from  what 
it  was  in  the  time  of  Jenner,  and  that  its  protection,  if  properly  pro- 
duced, is  just  as  perfect  as  it  was  then,  though  I  admit  that  it  does 
not  perform  all  that  its  advocates  then  claimed  for  it,  or  that  may 
have  been  claimed  for  it  in  later  years.  There  is  no  more  reason  to 
suppose  that  vaccine  has  changed,  than  that  rubeola  itself  has  changed, 
or  scarlatina,  or  variola  ;  the  distinctive  characters  which  mark  these 
diseases  are  the  same  now  as  ever,  and  will  be  transmitted  the  same 
through  generations  to  come :  some  of  the  concomitant  peculiarities, 
or  the  attendant  type  may  be  modified ;  one  epidemic  may  be  more 
malignant  than  another,  or  some  symptom  may  exist  at  one  time 
which  is  hardly  apparent  at  another,  but  the  disease  itself  is  un- 
changed. Variola  continues  to  be  variola,  and  scarlatina  continues 
to  be  scarlatina  ;  the  essential  points  are  the  same. 

I  may  state  in  connection  with  this,  that  the  propriety  of  using  the 
scab  or  crust  for  vaccination,  instead  of  the  lymph  taken  about  the 
sixth  or  seventh  day,  may  well  be  doubted :  not  but  that  a  good  crust, 
consisting  of  hardened  lymph,  will  not  equally  communicate  the  dis- 
ease, but  the  difficulties  and  uncertainty  of  obtaining  a  crust  consist- 
ing of  lymph  alone,  becomes  an  objection  ;  frequently  the  vescicle  is 
broken,  and  the  lymph  nearly  discharged,  or  in  consequence  of  in- 
flammation the  crust  consists  in  part  of  dried  purulent  or  semi-purulent 
matter  which  may  produce  a  sore,  but  not  always  a  vaccine  vescicle, 
and  which,  if  carefully  examined  on  the  fifth  day,  may  be  thought  to 
be  a  genuine  one. 

And  here  I  may  be  allowed  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  testing  all 
cases  of  primary  vaccination ;  this  would  afford  a  sure  and  perfect 
guarantee  of  the  protection  given  by  the  first.  It  is  attended,  I  ad- 
mit, with  some  trouble,  but  if  the  fee  is  not  already  remunerative,  it 
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should  be  made  so.  I  know  now  that  it  is  already  the  poorest  business 
which  is  done,  and  hence  tin-  complaint  which  physicians  make  in  re- 
gard to  it,  and  the  neglect  which  it  meets  often  at  their  hands.  But 
the  public  should  be  informed  of  the  importance  of  it,  and  of  the  neces- 
sity of  witnessing  it  during  its  different  stages,  and  would  doubtless  lure 
as  in  other  cases,  be  willing  to  pay  a  fee  which  should  be  sulHciently 
satisfactory.  Why,  our  very  conduct  .-how-  it  to  be  a  trifling  thing : 
it  is  done  in  a  moment,  and  we  arc  off,  perhaps  never  see  the  patient 
again,  perhaps  sec  hiin  at  an  uncertain  or  indefinite  period. 

The  necessity  of  viewing  tlic  patient  after  rc\  accination  is,  I  con- 
tend, also  apparent;  if  this  operation  has  any  importance  or  efficacy 
attached  to  it,  it  is  worth  doing  well,  and  looking  after  when  it  is 
done,  and  this  brings  me  to  the  subject  of  revaccination,  or  testing 
the  first  operation ;  but  aa  this  opens  a  broad  field,  and  this  paper  i> 

getting  far  beyond  the  length  which    1    intended,  1  will  make  now  but 

a  few  remarks.  Thai  it  is  a  necessary  operation,  protecting  the  sys- 
tem already  wholly  or  partially  exposed,  is,  I  believe,  generally  ad- 
mitted, though  still  denied  by  some  of  the  profession.  I  conic--  I 
have  randy  seen  a  perfect  vesciole  in  a  secondary  vaccination,  when 
there  was  already  a  well  defined,  punctated  -car  from  the  first  1 
have  occasionally  seen  near  approaches  to  it,  varying  however,  in  the 
Constitutional  symptoms,  in  the  appearance  of  the  arc,, hi.  and  of  the 
-ore,  iii  the  time  of  its  continuance  and  of  the  attendant  intlainniu- 
tion  :  some  of  the  profession,  I  know,  arc  reported  to  have  Been  it  fre- 
quently, but  1  have  not  been  bo  fortunate;  tin-  nearest  approach 
to  it  which  I  have  seen  this  season  was  in  a  \[XI\y  0f  at  Least  sixty 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  inoculated  with  variolous  matter  in  Scot- 
land when  a  child. 

Of  course  the  crust  that  is  formed  during  these  revaccination-. 
should  never  he  u>e,l  for  the  purpose  of  producing  the  \accinc  dis- 
ease ;  it  might  occasionally  answer  for  the  purpose,  and  of  COUTSfl  it 
would  do  so  when  it  had  formed  a  genuine  vocicle,  but  these  instan- 
ces are  BO  rare  that  it  is  sale  to  lay  it  down  as  a  rule  that  it  should 
never  lie  used. 

I  am  satisfied  that  variola  is  upon  the  increase,  and  for  years  to 
come  will  continue  to  increase,  until  public  necessity  shall  compel  a 
resort  to  careful,  general,  and  repeated  vaccination  ;  the  time  may  not 
yet  have  arrived,  "hen  by  public  authority  every  child  shall  he  vacci- 
nated before  it  is  three  months  of  age,  hut  when  this  foul  disease  shall 
have  i»  come  more  common,  every  one  perceiving  the  increase  of  it, 
then  may   we  expect  such  a  consummation,  and  that  the  law  will  not 
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be  a  dead  letter.  I  have  heard  in  a  number  of  instances  where  the 
crust  formed  after  a  revaccination  in  an  adult,  has  been  used  for  the 
purpose  of  producing  the  vaccine  disease  in  infants,  by  unprofessional 
persons.  Although  a  sore  may  have  been  made,  it  is  by  no  means 
sure  that  it  will  afford  protection  against  variola,  where  the  patient  is 
exposed  to  it,  and  this  I  suspect  is  the  explanation  of  some  of  the  cases 
which  have  occurred  in  this  town  during  the  present  epidemic. 

There  is  an  interesting  portion  of  this  subject,  itself  alone  sufficient 
for  a  lengthy  dissertation,  viz. :  upon  the  communicability  of  disease 
by  vaccination  ;  this  demands  careful  and  thorough  investigation,  both 
to  satisfy  ourselves,  and  quiet  the  public  feeling,  which  is  strongly 
inclined  to  believe  in  its  truth.  Without  denying  the  possibility  of  it, 
I  am  still  somewhat  skeptical  as  to  its  frequent  occurrence,  though 
cutaneous  disease  may  occur  after  its  performance,  and  be  the  indirect 
result  of  it,  as  vaccination  often  developes  any  tendency  to  disease  of 
the  skin,  which  may  be  present  in  the  system.  I  do  not  now 
recall  but  one  instance  in  which  I  have  witnessed  any  cutaneous  erup- 
tion to  have  followed  vaccination  this  season  ;  this  was  eczematous  in 
its  character,  and  appeared  about  the  tenth  or  twelfth  day  of  the  ope- 
ration,  in  an  eruption  behind  the  cars  and  upon  the  lower  part  of  the 
scalp ;  the  child  was  teething  at  the  time,  which  was  enough  in  my 
opinion  to  account  for  it ;  and  that  it  was  owing  to  this,  and  not  the 
matter,  was  shown  by  its  being  used  in  quite  a  number  of  instances, 
before  and  afterwards,  without  any  such  result  being  produced.  If 
physicians  would  make  a  careful  record  of  all  such  cases  that  come 
under  their  notice,  a  mass  of  information  would  be  obtained,  which 
would  enable  us  to  dispel  many  of  the  illusions  of  the  public. 

Of  course  the  popular  notion  that  vaccination  should  be  done  at 
every  certain  and  defined  period  of  one's  life,  is  altogether  wrong ; 
there  can,  with  reason,  be  no  such  course  marked  out ;  but  if  the  ope- 
ration was  done  during  infancy,  it  is  certainly  proper  that  it  should  be 
tested  after  the  subject  has  grown  up.  If  any  thing  further  than  this 
is  done,  it  must  be  as  much  to  satisfy  the  wishes  and  quiet  the  fears  of 
the  timid,  as  to  comply  with  any  rule  indicated  by  reason  or  experi- 
ence. 

In  regard  to  the  sanitary  measures  of  the  town,  I  may  say  that  they 
are  improving ;  sewers  are  being  constantly  built,  and  although  ex- 
pensive, are  of  vast  importance.  The  free  and  liberal  use  of  the  Con- 
necticut river  water  is  increasing,  and  our  citizens  are  beginning  to 
appreciate  the  great  importance  of  its  introduction.  Its  use  for  domes- 
tic purposes  is  extending,  as  it  will  for   bathing,   unless   men  are 
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deterred  from  it  by  the  expensive  apparatus,  or  the  notion  sometimes 
inculcated  that  it  is  an  operation  necessary  to  be  performed  for  the 
whole  body  every  day.  There  is  an  immense  amount  of  humbug 
connected  by  enthusiasts,  with  this  matter  of  bathing,  that  will  be 
exploded  by  and  by,  when  men  come  to  see  that  they  may  use  water 
rationally,  without  converting  themselves  into  amphibious  animal-. 
Hartford,  April,  1857. 

Dr.  Warner,  of  Wethersfield,  reports  "a  year  of  remarkable  health." 
Hooping  cough  prevailed,  but  to  no  great  extent. 

Dr.  Griswohl,  of  Rocky  JIM,  reports  that  "  the  amount  lit'  sickness 
was  much  less  than  usual,  and  the  number  of  deaths  smaller  than  l>r- 
liii'i'  in  many  years.  There  were  no  epidemics  of  any  kind,  until  the 
latter  part  of  the  year,  when  measles  began  to  prevail  extensively,  and 
have  continued  into  the  present  year.  We  had  a  few  cases  of  scarlet 
foyer,  but  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  character  and  was  easily  man- 
aged." 
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